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SOME  THINGS  OF  GREAT  WEIGHT  &C, 


I.   Some  assertions  concebnino  the  pbikciple  ajid  way 

OF   LIFE. 

\ 

That  it  is  a  great  and  hard  matter  to  come  into  a  capacity 
of  knowing  and  receiving  the  truth.  It  is  no  hard  matter 
to  take  np  any  religion  that  a  man  finds  in  the  world.  T<» 
read  scriptures,  to  believe  what  a  man  finds  related  there, 
according  to  his  understanding  of  them;  yea,  to  believe  that 
he  hath  the  light  and  help  of  the  Spirit  in  his  reading  and 
understanding;  to  apply  himself  also  to  practise  and  ob- 
serve what  he  finds  therein  reqnired;  and  to  aim  at  holi- 
ness, &c. ;  this  is  no  hard  matter;  every  man  that  is  serioui*, 
and  seeks  religion  of  any  kind  but  in  the  weight  of  a  man'rt 
t^pirit,  may  go  thus  far.  B«t  all  thiM  administers  not  tlu* 
true  capacity,  but  be  that  meets  with  it,  must  go  fuithor 
than  thus. 

2.  That  which  gives  the  true  capacity  is  a  principle  of 
life  from  God,  and  there  alone  and  nowhere  else,  can  man 
meet  with  it  and  receive  it.  This  principle  i.-^  the  seed  of 
the  kingdom,  or  heavenly  leaven,  with  which  tlie  mind 
must  be  in  some  measure  leavened,  ere  it  can  come  into  a 
true  capacity  of  understanding  and  receiving  the  ti'uth. 
And  in  this  leaven  must  it  abide  and  grow  up,  if  it  abide 
and  grow  in  the  true  knowledge,  &c. 

3.  That  from  this  principle,  and  in  this  principle,  not  only 
the  true  light  and  knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and 
all  spiritual  things  is  given  and  received;  but  also  the  true 
faith,  the  true  love,  the  true  sanctification,  the  true  justifi- 
cation, the  true  peace,  the  true  joy,  &c.  And  what  of  these 
is  not  received  and  held  here,  is  not  of  the  truth,  but  a  gar- 
ment of  men's  own  forming,  and  not  the  covering  of  the 
Spirit 
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4.  That  the  Spirit  himself  sows  this  priucipic,  and  is  re- 
ceived in  this  principle.  And  he  that  receives  this  princi- 
ple, and  is  born  of  this  principle,  receives  and  is  bom  of  the 
Spirit;  and  he  that  receives  it  not,  nor  is  born  of  it,  neither 
hath  received  nor  is  born  of  the  Spirit;  but  is  but  in  the 
imagination  and  self-conceit  about  the  things  of  God,  but  is 
not  in  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 

5.  That  in  this  principle  the  new  covenant  is  made  with 
the  soul  and  entered  into;  and  he  that  receives  this  princi- 
ple from  the  hand  of  God,  receives  life,  and  enters  into  the 
covenant  of  life,  and  feels  the  pure  fear,  wherein  God  cleans- 
eth  the  heart,  and  whereby  he  keeps  the  heart  clean,  and 
feels  the  laws  of  God  daily  writing  thei*e  by  the  finger  of 
God*s  Spirit,  and  feels  the  power  and  sense  of  the  Spirit  to 
teach  and  cause  obedience ;  so  that  the  yoke,  which  is  hard 
to  the  transgressing  nature  (alienated  from  the  life  and 
power),  is  easy  (and  as  I  may  say  natural)  to  him  that  is 
born  of  this  nature.  For  being  dead  with  Christ,  and  risen 
with  Christ,  and  changed  into  the  nature  of  Christ,  by  the 
principle  which  is  of  him,  through  the  power  and  Spirit  of 
Christ,  which  worketh  therein ;  he  can  say  as  Christ  did, 
when  the  Lord  calls  him  to  any  thing;  Lo,  I  come;  it  is  my 
meat  and  drink,  yea,  my  great  delight,  to  do  thy  will,  O 
God!  yea,  thy  law  is  written  in  the  midst  of  my  bowels! 

6.  Among  those  who  are  gathered  into  this  principle, 
and  abide  in  the  sense,  light,  and  life  of  this  principle,  there 
is  great  love  and  unity.  They  are  of  one  mind,  of  one 
heart,  of  one  soul,  of  one  spirit,  of  one  life,  gathered  into 
one  demonstration  of  truth;  and  there  is  no  jarring,  no 
doubting,  no  dissenting,  &c.  All  this  is  out,  in  the  world, 
in  the  earthly  wisdom,  in  the  earthly  professions  and  walk- 
ings; but  it  is-  excluded  tlie  principle  of  truth,  and  them 
that  are  gathered  into  and  abide  therein. 

7.  That  all  that  are  not  gathered  into,  nor  walk  nor  live 
in  this  principle,  they  are  yet  in  the  darkness  and  error 
from  the  pure  power  of  God,  and  stand  and  walk  in  slippery 
places;  and  though  their  way  may  seem  very  right,  and  their 
estate  and  condition  sure  (as  to  God-wards)  in  their  own  eyes 
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and  judgment,  yet  it  is  not  really  bo  ;  but  they  are  but  in  a 
dream  concerning  the  truth,  not  in  the  truth  itself;  which 
(how  strange  soever  it  may  seem  to  them  at  present  to  be 
affirmed  concerning  them)  yet  they  shall  certainly  feel  it 
to  be  so,  when  the  Lord  by  his  powerful  voice  and  bright 
appearance  of  his  Spirit  awaketh  them.  For  many  things 
go  for  truth  now  with  men  in  the  dark,  which  will  vanish 
like  smoke  before  the  light  of  the  day;  and  then  that  only 
which  is  truth  indeed  shall  have  the  glory  and  praise  of  be- 
ing accounted  so;  and  then  what  will  become  of  those  who 
have  mistook  about  truth,  and  arc  not  clothed  with  the 
pure  wedding-garment  (the  Bpotless  life  and  righteousness 
of  the  Bon),  but  only  with  that  which  they  have  accounted 


so 


? 


8.  That  to  those  that  see  iu  the  light  of  this  principle, 
the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  house  is  discovered;  and  those 
that  abide  and  grow  up  therein,  they  know  and  experience 
it  established  above  all  mountains,  and  exalted  above  all 
liills;  all  earthly  knowledge,  oartlily  religions,  earthly  ways, 
earthly  worships,  earthly  spirits  and  minds,  &c.,  in  their 
lAieatest  exaltations  and  glory,  l)cing  far  beneath  it.  And 
here  the  feast  of  fat  things,  and  wines  on  the  lees  well  re- 
fined, even  the  fruit  of  the  vine  which  gluddeth  and  refresh- 
eth  the  very  heart  of  God,  is  fod  on  and  partaken  of  by 
those  that  dwell  here.  For  the  Father,  and  the  Son,  and 
the  Spirit  is  here  revealed,  iu  the  holy  house  and  taberna- 
cles which  are  built  here ;  and  here  they  make  their  feast, 
bringing  forth  the  riches  of  their  nature,  spirit,  and  pre- 
cious life,  on  which  they  feed  with  the  soul,  and  give  unto 
the  soul  fiivor  and  ability  to  feed  with  them ;  in  which  food 
there  is  the  life,  strength,  righteousness,  and  joy  of  the 
kingdom  given  forth  and  received. 

9.  That  in  the  heart  which  discovers  iniquity,  reproveth 
it,  witnesseth  against  it,  and  striveth  with  the  mind  to  turn 
it  from  it,  and  to  wait  for  life  and  power  from  on  high,  that 
is  this  very  principle.  In  that  is  the  divine  nature,  even 
the  nature  of  God's  Spirit,  which  was  always  against  sin, 
nud  ever  will  so  be,  and  in  all  its  appearances  testiiieth 
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against  it,  and  in  love  to  the  creature  strivotli  with  the 
creature  to  convince  it  of  that  in  it  whicli  is  contrary  to 
God,  and  to  draw  it  to  that  strength  and  divine  virtue 
which  atoppeth  it,  beatetli  it  back,  and  worketh  it  out  of 
the  mind  and  nature  of  the  creature,  as  it  can  get  entrance, 
and  is  hearkened  and  subjected  to.  For  there  is  no  salva- 
tion, but  by  the  cross  and  j'oke  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ; 
for  in  that  is  the  power  to  crucify  the  affections  and  lusts, 
which  lead  into  sin  and  death,  and  will  not  cease  to  tertii^t 
and  lead  aside,  till  the  soul  be  gathered  into  unity  witli 
tliat,  and  become  subject  to  that  which  is  contrary  to  them. 
So  that  this  is  the  main  thing  in  religion,  even  to  know 
(Christ  revealed  in  the  soul  as  a  standard  against  corruption, 
and  to  be  gathered  under  his  banner,  which  is  the  cross, 
or  that  living  principle  in  the  heart  which  resisteth  the  cor- 
rupt principle;  and  he  that  is  gathered  hither,  and  con- 
tinueth  faithfully  fighting  here,  shall  receive  mercy,  help, 
and  strength  from  on  high,  in  every  time  of  need. 

10.  That  the  true  and  certain  way  of  knowledge  of  the 
things  of  God,  is  in  the  faith  and  obedience  of  this  princi- 
j)le.  It  is  not  by  reasoning  and  considering  tlling^4  in  the 
mind  (at\er  the  manner  of  men)  that  a  man  comes  to  know 
spiritual  things ;  but  they  are  spiritually  i-evealed  by  God, 
after  a  spiritual  manner,  to  the  believer,  to  the  obeyer;  and 
they  are  revealed  to  him  in  his  believing,  in  his  obej'ing, 
in  his  waiting,  in  his  holy  fearing,  in  his  distrusting  of  him- 
self, and  feeling  his  oivn  insufficiency,  either  to  attain  them 
or  retain  them,  but  as  the  Lord  God  makes  them  manifest 
in  him  and  preserves  him  in  the  sense  of  them.  "He  that 
doth  my  will,  shall  know  of  my  doctrine,"  saith  Christ! 
This  is  the  way.  Wouldst  thou  know  what  God  requires 
of  thee,  what  this  or  that  is  which  appears  in  this  or  that 
sort  as  truth,  whether  it  be  so,  or  no?  Mind  this  principle 
in  thee,  mind  the  pure,  the  holy  light,  inward  touches  and 
leadings  of  this  pure,  divine  principle;  that  will  make 
manifest  to  thee  whatever  is  fit  for  thee  in  thy  present  state 
to  know;  and  thou  art  not  to  desire  more,  but  as  a  child  to 
rcyt  contented  with  that  portion  of  knowledge  and  strength. 
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whicU  the  wise  and  tender  Father  judgetb  fit  for  thee;  and 
:i»  thy  tttate  groweth  capable  of  more,  he  will  not  fail  to  Ad- 
niinijiter  to  thee.  And  what  he  giveth  thee  is  good,  sea- 
Bouable,  and  proper  for  thee,  which  thou  mayest  safely  feed 
upon  and  enjoy  in  the  sense  and  fear  of  him.  But  if  thou 
press  after  what  he  would  not  as  yet  have  thee  know^,  thou 
unterest  into  the  will  and  wisdom  of  the  flesh;  and  there 
are  the  disputes,  discontents,  raurmurings,  and  ill  tempers 
and  dispositions  of  the  mind,  which  there  will  increase  and 
grow  upon  thee  to  thy  hurt. 

11.  Tliat  the  mind  that  .is  gathered  here  will  find  great 
opposition,  both  within  and  without;  insomuch  as  he  shall 
not  easily  pass  from  out  of  the  kingdom  of  darkness,  into 
the  kingdom  of  the  dear  Son,  but  through  many  trials, 
temptations,  oppositions,  and  dangers  many,  ways,  for  turn- 
ing the  back  on  the  kingdom  of  darkness,  by  joining  to  the 
principle  of  life,  in  hearkening  and  subjecting  to  the  light 
thereof;  hereupon  the  powers  of  darkness  both  within  and 
without  bestir  themselves  to  hinder  tlie  soul's  progress,  and 
to  bring  it  back  again  into  subjection  under  tlie  will  and 
wi?»doni  of^he  flesh. 

Oh,  how  doth  tlie  will  and  wisdom  strive  within  a  maiTs 
own  l>osom !  What  risings  of  the  impure  are  felt  against 
the  pure  I  What  secret*  and  subtle  rciisonings  to  ensnare 
and  entangle  the  mind!  and  if  they  cannot  draw  the  soul 
back  from  the  Lord  and  the  living  path,  then  they  strive  to 
vex,  aflSict,  and  torment  it!  There  is  none  knows  what  is 
felt  inwardly  by  the  followers  of  the  Lamb,  but  those  that 
travel  with  him  in  the  living  path ;  they  are  often  sensible 
of  that  they  meet  with  in  their  travels,  and  how*  hard  it  is 
to  abide  in  the  path  of  salvation,  insomuch  as  they  under- 
stand the  truth  of  that  saying:  "If  the  righteous  scarcely 
be  saved."  It  is  scarcely  indeed !  so  subtle,  so  strong,  such 
a  many  holds,  so  many  stratagems  hath  the  subtle,  twining, 
crooked,  piercing  leviathan,  to  ensnare,  perplex,  over-run, 
and  entangle  them  with.  And  then  outwardly,  the  same 
flesh,  the  same  earthly  spirit  and  wisdom,  the  same  crooked, 
hellish  will,  is  striving  in  men  without  also,  to  bear  down 
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aud  subject  the  pure  principle  in  tbem  who  arc  bo(n  of 
God,  to  their  deviceB  and  institutions,  decrees,  ways,  cus- 
toms, kc.j  which  are  of  the  will  and  wisdom  of  the  flesli. 
So  that,  as  the  apostle  said,  through  much  tribulation  is  the  en- 
trance of  the  soul  irUo  the  heavenly  kingdom;  aud  there  is  no 
avoiding  the  many  tribulations,  but  by  turning  aside  out  of 
the  way  (which  though  thereby  the  flesh  get  ease  for  a  time, 
it  will  be  to  the  greater  loss  and  sorrow  in  the  end).  For 
the  spirit  of  the  world,  the  w^isdom  of  the  world,  the  nature, 
religion,  worship,  and  whole  course  of  the  world,  is  contrary 
to  the  way  of  the  pure  wisdom  and  Spirit  of  God,  and  usetli 
it  as  its  enemy,  wherever  it  flndeth  it;  and  they  that  will 
not  bow  to  the  spirit,  wusdom,  and  way  of  the  world,  must 
feel  the  force  of  its  beastly  claws.  For  is  it  not  a  beastly 
thing  (even  far  beneath  the  nature  of  a  man)  to  persecute 
that  which  is  good;  to  hurt,  reproach,  and  pursue  the  inno- 
cent life  of  the  Lamb?  And  j-et  this  is  that  wliich  the  spir- 
it of  the  world  (which  is  not  of  God,  but  wise,  and  seemingly 
Just  and  righteous  in  another  wisdom,  nature,  and  principle) 
always  hath  done,  still  doth,  and  will  do  to  the  end. 

12.  That  there  is  a  glorious  crown  prepared  for  all  those, 
wlio  are  gathered  to  the  Lamb  in  this  principle,  and  abide 
with  him  faithful  therein  to  the  end,  hearing  his  voice,  be- 
lieving the  demonstration  of  his  Spirit,  obeying  him  in  all 
his  motions  and  requirings,  undergoing  every  yoke,  which 
is  appointed  by  him  to  yoke  down  tlie  fleshly  nature  and 
mind,  and  taking  up  every  cross  of  every  kind  in  meekness, 
patience,  and  fear.  And  there  is  not  onh*  a  crown  laid  up 
for  them  at  last,  but  the  power  of  the  Loixl  God  is  nigh  un- 
to them  to  work  all  in  them,  to  bear  them  up  through  and 
over  all,  and  to  keep  them  to  and  in  that  principle,  whereby 
and  whereinto  his  tender  mercy  and  powerful  arm  gathered 
them.  For  as  the  power  of  the  Lord  began  the  work, — for 
there  could  never  any  heart  be  gathered  from  imder  the 
power  of  darkness  to  the  light  which  leads  out  of  it,  but  by 
the  power  of  the  Lord ;  for  the  powers  of  darkness  stand 
between,  and  would  hold  and  keep  their  own,  did  not  a 
greater  power  appear,  and  put  forth  itself  for  the  soul 
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flgaiiiit  them ; — ^I  say,  as  the  power  of  the  Lord  began  the 
work,  ^o  the  same  power  alone  is  able  to  go  on  with  it  and 
perfect  it;  and  it  will  go  on  with  it  and  perfect  it  opon  the 
same  terms  it  began,  and  no  other.  How  were  the  terms 
at  firat,  but  on  a  giving  np  of  the  sonl  in  the  fiuth  to  the 
Lord,  in  the  sense  of  his  love  and  goodness  and  merey, 
touching,  and  drawing,  and  making  willing?  And  how 
i^  the  standing,  but  in  the  same  giving  up  still ;  in  abiding 
with  the  Lord,  in  hearkening  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  in 
waiting  tor  the  wisdom  and  counsel  of  the  Lord  ?  But  if 
any  man  draw  back  from  this,  if  he  despise  the  Spirit  and 
his  motions  and  counsels,  and  hearken  to  the  voice  of  a 
contrary  spirit,  believing  and  following  it,  like  the  angels 
that  fell,  he  departeth  from  his  place  and  habitation,  which 
he  had  in  the  drawings,  life,  and  power  of  God,  and  is  not 
to  God  what  he  was  before,  nor  is  God  to  him  what  be  was 
before,  but  the  Lord,  who  loved  him  before,  and  delighted 
in  him  to  do  him  good,  hath  now  no  pleasure  in  him,  he 
being  turned  from  that  which  the  Lord  loveth,  and  in 
which  he  hath  determined  and  appointed  to  choose,  love, 
and  own  the  children  of  men ;  who,  as  they  are  gathered 
thither,  are  his  children ;  as  they  that  are  gathered  from 
thence,  into  a  contrary  principle,  are  the  children  of  the 
wicked  one. 

And  now  what  is  of  man  in  all  this?  Where  is  the  man 
that  can  boast  before  the  Lord,  who  is  thus  saved?  He 
hath  all  from  a  principle;  yea,  he  is  gathered  into,  preserved 
in,  and  abideth  in  this  principle  by  the  power,  goodness, 
and  mercy  of  the  Lord.  The  power  begins  the  work  in 
him,  the  power  accompanies  him ;  the  power  carries  him 
throngh,  or  he  falls  and  miscarries.  There  is  no  man  can 
stand  any  longer  here,  than  he  submits  to  and  is  upheld 
by  the  power,  nor  act  nor  suffBr,  but  as  the  power  acts  in 
him  and  helps  him  to  suffer.  Let  the  man  ^that  boasteth, 
bring  forth  somewhat  of  his  own,  if  he  can,  here.  Is  the 
will  at  anytime  his  own?  Doth  not  he  that  is  spiritoal, 
and  in  the  true  sense,  always  find  God  to  work  in  him  to 
*will,  whenever  he  willeth  rightly  and  holily?     And  if  he 
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caunot  will  of  himself,  can  ho  do  any  thing  of  IvmBelf ? 
Can  he  believe  of  him«elf,  pray  of  himself,  wait  of  himself, 
resist  enemies  and  temptations  of  himself;  nay,  so  much  as 
give  a  look  to  the  Lord  at  any  time  of  himself?  Indeed, 
in  the  grace  of  the  Lord,  and  the  principle  of  his  life,  there 
is  sufficiency:  and  therein  he  that  is  joined  to  the  Lonl, 
and  become  one  Spirit  with  him,  what  can  he  not  do  here? 
but  that  is,  as  he  is  new-made  in  Christ,  and  as  Christ  aris- 
eth,  lives,  and  acts  in  him :  which  he  that  is  in  the  true 
sense  and  feeling  will  still  acknowle<1ge,  not  only  in  his 
words  to  men,  but  in  his  heart  and  spirit  before  the  Lord. 


IL    Some  tuhther  directioks  to  Christ,  the  prixciple 

AXD   FOUNTAIN   OF   LIFE,   BY  WAY   OP 
QUESTION   AND   ANSWER. 

Quest  1.  What  is  Christ? 

Ans.  He  is  the  word  of  eternal  life,  who  is  appointed  of 
the  Father  to  give  life,  and  who  giveth  life  to  them  that  re- 
ceive him,  and  obey  his  gospel,  lie  is  the  Son  of  God,  the 
wisdom  of  God,  the  power  of  God,  the  righteousness  of 
God,  the  Saviour  and  salvation  of  God.  The  peace,  tho 
rest,  the  joy,  the  life  of  the  soul.  The  King,  the  Priest, 
the  Prophet,  the  Shepherd  of  the  sheep*.  The  way,  tlu' 
truth,  the  door,  the  vine,  the  olive-tree,  into  which  tlie  liv- 
ing are  gathered  and  iugi-afted.  And  he  is  also  a  hannne)\ 
an  axe,  a  sword,  a  fire  to  the  cornipt  tree  and  fruit. 

Quest.  2,  How  is  Christ  known,  received,  and  obeyed? 

Ans.  As  a  seed;  as  the  seed  of  life,  as  the  seed  of  the 
kingdom,  as  a  leaven,  as  salt;  as  a  little  small  thing,  ris- 
ing up  in  the  heart  against  all  that  is  great  and  mightv. 
As  a  branch  out  of  the  dry  groun<l;  as  a  little  child  to  lead, 
which  all  the  wisdom  of  man  and  flesh  cannot  but  despise; 
and  therefore  that  must  first  be  brought  down  in  some 
lueaaure  in  the  heart,  before  Christ  can  be  owned  in  the 
heart,  and  subjected  to. 

Quest.  3.  IIow  is  the  seed  received  ? 
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Alls.,  By  feeling  its  vbtaesy  manifeBtatioos,  and  <^eca- 
tious  ill  the  heart,  aiid  subjecting  tliereto. 

Que^t.  4.  Wliat  aro  its  virtuei^  manifestations,  and  op- 
erations? 

Alls.  They  are  all  iiviug,  and  have  all  living  and  power- 
ful efiectn  upon  the  heart,  as  they  are  let  in.  They  are  all 
against  darkness,  sin,  and  deatli;  tending  to  discover  it,  to 
turn  the  mind  from  it,  to  lead  out  of  the  eaptivity,  power, 
and  reach  of  it;  and  they  are  also  all  for  God,  tending  to 
prepai*e  the  heart  for  him,  and  to  bring  it  into  union  and 
covenant  with  him.  ^ 

Quest  5.  Wliat  is  the  first  operation  of  the  seed  to  the 
soul,  wherein  it  is  to  be  waited  for,  and  closed  with,  that 
the  soul  may  come  into  the  further  sense  and  feeling  of  it? 

Ans.  It  is  according  to  the  state  of  the  soul ;  which  be- 
ing in  darkness,  sin,  and  death,  it  appears  as  a  light  to  dis- 
cover the  darkness,  sin,  and  death,  and  to  lead  out  of  it  to 
the  redeeming  power.  And  then,  to  them  that  thus  receive 
it,  and  wait  upon  it  in  the  fear  and  humility  which  it  gives 
and  begets,  it  appears  as  life,  quickening  the  soul^  and  as 
power,  enabling  it  in  some  measure  to  live  to  Qod,  and  to 
walk  with  him  in  the  way  to  the  kingdom. 

Quest.  6.  How  comes  this  way  to  be  hid  from  some  that 
desire  after  the  Lord,  and  to  know  his  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus? 

Ans.  From  the  subtlety  of  the  enemy,  who  blinds  the 
eye  which  alone  can  see,  and  stops  the  ear  which  alone  can 
hear,  and  hardens  the  heart  which  alone  can  understand; 
and  liath  devices,  snares,  and  baits,  and  false  reasonings 
from  scriptures^  and  from  experiences,  which  any  one  that 
hearkens  unto,  and  is  entangled  and  ensnared  in,  is  his  cap- 
tive, and  cannot  be  at  liberty  to  see,  or  know,  or  embrace 
the  truth  as  it  is;  but  his  heart  is  deceived  about  it,  and 
filled  with  prejudices  against  it.  (Therefore  such  should 
wait  for  the  true  circumcision,  that  they  might  hearken  to 
the  Lord,  come  out  of  the  enemy's  snares  and  subtle  de- 
vices, and  live)  as  Isa.  Iv.  1,  2,  8. 

Queat.  7.  But  may  not  these  be  saved  notwithstanding? 

Ans.  There  is  no  salvation  but  in  and  by  Christ  Jesus; 
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and  tbe  salvation  is  not  to  them  that  received  a  bare  iioticm 
of  him  nnder  the  law,  or  another  empty  nation  under  tlio 
profession  of  the  gospel;  but  only  to  them  that  receive  him 
as  he  was  promised,  as  the  holy  seed:  for  in  that  alone  i^ 
the  redemption,  freedom  from  sin,  and  power  of  life  felt, 
and  no  where  else.  80  that  he  that  hath  not  this  knowl- 
edge of  him,  hath  not  the  true  knowledge ;  nor  he  that  doth 
not  so  believe  in  him,  doth  not  rightly  believe ;  nor  he  that 
doth  not  so  hope  in  him,  doth  not  rightly  hope:  and  with- 
out the  true  knowledge,  the  right  iaith  and  hope,  how  can 
any  man  be  saved? 

Therefore  awake!  awake!  O  weary,  thirst}-  souls!  come 
to  the  spring  of  life;  come  to  the  living  waters.  Become 
little,  that  ye  may  learn  of  Christ;  wait  to  have  your  eyes 
anointed,  that  ye  may  see  him,  and  your  hearts  opened, 
that  ye  may  know  and  receive  him.  Oh!  wait  for  the 
manifestation  of  this  seed  in  yon,  be  abased  before  him,  join 
to  him,  receive  his  checks,  receive  mourning  and  repent- 
ance from  him ;  wait  for  the  light  and  faith  that  he  gives, 
and  the  power  that  issues  from  his  throne,  and  ye  shall  find 
him  the  bruiser  of  the  serpent's  head  (which  none  else  in 
able  to  do),  and  the  iH'eaker  of  the  bond  of  iniquity,  which 
keeps  down  the  just,  and  sets  the  unjust  at  liberty,  till  he 
dissolve  it.  And  this  is  suflkient  to  manifest  against  all  the 
disputes  of  the  mind,  that  this  is  he,  and  no  other,  hy  his 
doing  that  which  none  else  can  do.  This  demonstration 
he  gave  to  the  Jews  in  the  fleshy  in  his  appearance  in  flesh ; 
and  this  demonstration  he  giveth  now  to  the  Jeics  in  spirit^  in 
his  appearance  in  Spirit^  whereby  he  satisfieth  their  hearts, 
and  putteth  them  out  of  doubt  that  it  is  he.  And  we  roust 
profess  to  the  world  (as  our  hearts  are  drawn  and  guided 
by  the  Lord,  to  give  forth  the  testimony  we  have  i^eceived 
of  him)  that  we  look  not,  yea,  we  cannot  look,  for  another. 
Whom  should  we  look  for  besides  tlic  Lamb,  besides  the 
Word  which  was  in  the  beginning,  besides  him  who  is  one 
with  the  Father,  and  hath  the  eternal  life,  wisdom,  right- 
eousness^ and  power  of  the  Father,  and  mauifosteth  it  in 
us?    We  look  indeed  for  more  of  the  same,  and  the  more 
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iiniTeraal  and  powerful  breaking  of  it  forth ;  but  another 
thing,  another  Christ,  another  life,  Spirit,  power,  &c.,  we 
cannot  look  for.  And  this  we  further  testify,  that  whoever 
receives  this  testimony  in  the  truth  and  uprightness  of  his 
heart,  waiting  on  that  which  discovers  sin  to  him,  and  iu 
rtimplicity  joining  and  giving  up  thereto,  and  walking  with 
liim  in  forsaking  the  evil  and  cleaving  to  the  good,  in  the 
faith  of  him  and  of  his  power,  he  shall  witness  the  same 
thing  with  us;  and  all  the  reasonings,  imaginations,  and 
strong-holds  of  his  mind  shall  be  battered  down,  and  come 
to  nothing,  before  the  virtue,  power,  and  life  of  him  who 
thus  is  pleased  to  appear  and  manifest  himself  after  the 
apostasy,  even  as  he  did  before,  even  in  an  inward  princi- 
ple, an  inward  seed,  an  inward  light,  an  inward  life,  an  in- 
ward word,  an  inward  power.  And  friends  and  people, 
mark  iu  your  minds,  and  learn  to  put  a  right  difference  be- 
tween that  which  stumbles  you,  and  that  which  draws  and 
convinces  you.  What  makes  any  of  you  own  truth  at  any 
time?  Is  it  not  an  inward,  lively,  powerful  touch  and  dem- 
onstration of  God's  Spirit?  AVhat  makes  you  afterwards 
doubt  and  question  ?  Is  it  not  another  thing,  of  a  different 
nature  from  this?  Is  it  not  a  subtle  reasoning,  whereby 
the  enemy  twines  into  your  spirits,  and  begets  first  a  doubt 
concerning,  tbeiy  a  prejudice,  and  at  last  a  great  strength 
Against  that,  which  before  ye  had  some  sense  of,  and  some 
unity  with,  in  the  teachings  and  quickenings  of  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord?  And  what  spirit  is  it  in  you,  that  thus  work- 
cth  in  your  minds?  And  whither  doth  he  lead  you  by 
these  workings  and  subtle  reasonings?  Oh  that  ye  might 
see,  oh  that  ye  might  feel,  the  snare,  and  know  with  us  the 
preserver  therefrom !  for  we  have  met  with  much  of  this; 
and  had  we  not  been  helped  by  the  Lord,  and  given  up  to 
him,  we  had  been  entangled  to  this  very  day,  as  ye  are. 
And  he  that  hath  helped  us,  waits  to  be  gracious  to  you ; 
and  oh,  that  you  would  not  reject  his  help,  that  'he  might 
deliver  you  also  I  that  ye  also  might  bless  his  name,  in 
feeling  the  benefit  and  joy  of  his  preservation.  And  this  is 
written  in  true  bowels  and  tender,  yearning  love,  that  ye 

Vol.  m.— 2  ■ 
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might  Ih»  a  little  Htirreil  up  to  wait  to  know  tlic  Fatlier  h 
liourtc,  atul  niifi^lit  feed  on  the  bread  whieli  nbonml8  therein, 
unci  cfrink  of  the  water  whieh  inukeH  frenh  and  livin^G:  to 
God,  and  be  clothed  with  the  raiment  which  tlie  mai^ter  of 
the  family  gives!  to  hin  s^i>ouse,  children,  and  Hcrvants*. 


III.    The  end  of  Ciirijst's  maxifk.'^tation,  iii^  halvatiox, 

AND  WHOM  HK  HAVES. 

Chkist  came  (and  is  nianifefit  in  the  hearts  of  tho^c  that 
receive  liim)  to  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  and  to  set 
the  »oul  free  from  sin;  and  whom  he  maketh  free,  are  free 
indee<l.  L^thc  liberty  which  the  Son  givctli  inferior  in  this 
life,  in  its  kind,  to  the  captivity  and  l>ondage  of  the  enemy 
in  its  kind?  Whidi  of  them  is  stronger;  the  enemy  to 
inthrall,  or  the  Lord  Jcmis  Christ  to  set  free  from  his  thral- 
dom? Yes,  the  Lord  Jcsns  Christ,  the  C^iptain  of  onr  salva- 
ti(m,  the  mighty  Savionr  (who  is  more  able  to  wive  than 
the  enemy  to'  destroy)  dclivereth  his  Israel  out  of  the  hands 
of  their  enemies,  and  so  mightily  and  i)owei"fnlly  dclivereth 
them,  that  they  are  able  (in  the  power  of  his  might)  to  serve 
him,  without  fear  of  them  any  more,  in  holiness  an<l  right- 
eousness before  him  all  the  days  of  their  life. 

It  is  true,  there  is  a  state  of  darkness,  sin,  and  death, 
wherein  Satan  reigns;  and  there  is  a  state  of  M'cakness, 
wherein  Satan  much  prevails,  if  the  M'atch  be  not  strictly 
kei)t  to  him  who  is  the  everlasting  strength;  and  there  is 
a  state  of  highing  and  groaning  under  the  body  of  sin  and 
death,  and  cning  out,  who  ^hall  deliver  frcm  it  I  IJut  there 
is  also  a  state  of  growth  in  the  life,  and  of  victory  (through 
the  life)  over  that  which  ca]>tived  and  caused  to  cry  out. 
There  is  a  treading  down  of  Satan  under  the  feet  by  the 
(4od  of  ]>cace,  insomuch  vn  not  only  the  elders,  but  the  very 
young  men  in  Christ,  overcome  and  triumph  over  him,  feel- 
ing the  entrance  ministered  to  them  abundantly  into  the 
everlasting  kingflom,  into  which  no  unclean  thing  can  enter. 
Oh  I   wondertul  is  the  travel  to  the  holy  rest  of  the  pure 
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life!  llapi>yare  they  that  meet  with  the  true  leader,  and 
faithfully  follow  him,  till  they  littvc  travelled  through  and 
overcome  all  thait  standi  in  their  way  I  For  to  them,  and  to 
them  alone,  is  tlie  promise  of  the  possession  of  the  everlast- 
ins:  inheritance;  and  such  lind  and  feel  the  Lord  to  be  their 
God  indeed,  and  themselves  to  he  his  children  (brought 
forth  in  his  holy  life  and  nature),  which  to  feel  in  truth  and 
certain  knowledge  is  more  than  tongue  can  utter. 

Christ  saves  only  those  that  come  unto  him,  and  believe 
in  him,  and  so  arc  bom  of  his  Spirit;  and  by  the  &ith,  and 
through  tlie  strength  and  virtue  of  his  Spirit,  overcome  the 
wicked  one,  his  works,  snares,  and  temptations  in  their 
liearts.  And  these  feel  in  themselves  the  root  of  his  life, 
the  holy  seed  of  his  kingdom  springing  up  in  them,  into 
which  they  arc  ingrafted,  and  become  one  with  him,  and  so 
bringing  forth  the  holy  fruit,  the  living  grapes,  the  new  and 
righteous  conversation  wherein  the  life  of  God  shines,  and 
is  glorified.  Now  it  is  not  knowing,  or  believing,  or  receiv- 
ing any  thing  into  the  old  understanding  that  avails  with 
God,  or  tlie  reformation  which  is  there  wrought;  but  the 
new  creature  alone,  created  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ.  This 
is  bom  of  God,  this  lives  in  him,  this  is  clothed  with  him. 
This  puts  oft*  the  old  man,  with  his  deeds,  and  puts  on  the 
newness  of  the  nature  and  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ; 
so  that  this  man  is  as  really  in  Christ,  in  the  Spirit,  in  the 
new  Adam,  found  in  him,  formed  in  Iiim,  covered  with 
him,  as  the  first  man,  or  nature,  is  in  the  old  Adam.  There- 
fore this  is  the  main  thing  in  religion,  to  mind  the  seed  of 
the  kingdom,  the  leaven  of  the  kingdom,  its  growth  in  the 
mind,  soul,  and  spirit,  and  the  mind's,  souFs,  and  spirit's 
gathering  into,  and  growth  in  it.  And  here  is  faith,  the  true 
faith,  the  true  love,  the  true  hope,  the  true  meekness  and  pa- 
tience, the  true  justification  and  sanctification  felt,  and  not 
elsewhere;  but  those  that  are  out  of  this,  out  of  Christ  the 
seetl,  out  of  Christ  the  Word,  out  of  Christ  the  wisdom,  right- 
eousness, and  i>ower  of  the  Father,  are  only  in  a  dream 
concerning  these  things,  but  know  not  the  truth  and  real 
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nature  of  them,  as  they  are  felt  in  Jesus,  by  those  who  are 
truly  ingrafted  in  l\im,  and  livingly  grow  up  in  him. 


IV.   TllREK  QrESTlOKS  ANSWERED  CONCERNING  JUSTIFICATION. 

Quest.  1.  What  is  justifying,  or  justification  with  God? 

Ans.  It  is  God's  owning  the  state,  works,  or  actions  of  a 
creature,  either  inwardly  in  his  own  mind,  or  manifestly  to 
them.  This  is  God's  justifying  of  them,  or  liis  justitication ; 
liis  disowning  or  disallowing  them  is  his  condemnation. 
Ah  for  instance:  Qod^s  owning  Adam  in  the  upright  estate 
of  liirt  innocency,  wherein  God  created  him,  and  any  thing 
he  did  in  that  state  and  spirit,  was  his  justifying  of  him  and 
liis  works.  God's  disowning  and  disallowing  his  hearken- 
ing to  his  wife  and  the  serpent,  and  his  eating  the  forhidden 
fruit  ui>on  their  temptation,  was  his  condemnation  thereof. 

Quest.  2.  What  is  it  God  justifies,  and  what  is  it  he  con- 
demns? 

Ans.  That  which  God  justifieth  is  the  Spirit  of  his  Son, 
tlie  life  of  his  Son,  the  nature  of  his  Son,  hrought  forth  in 
any  creature,  the  faith  which  is  in  him ;  and  so  the  creature, 
as  it  is  in  the  obedience  which  is  of  him,  and  the  works  that 
are  wrought  in  him.  But  the  fallen  estate  of  man  from 
him,  and  all  that  is  done  by  man  out  of  him,  God  condemns. 

Quest.  8.  How  is  justification  received,  kept,  and  grown 
up  in?  and  what  is  the  preservation  out  of  condemnation? 

Ans.  Justification  is  only  received  by  receiving  him,  who 
is  the  righteousness  and  justification,  and  only  kept  by 
abiding  in  him,  and  only  increased  by  growing  up  in  him. 
For  as  every  one  that  is  found  in  him  is  justified,  so  he  that 
hath  more  of  him,  more  of  his  life,  more  of  his  faith,  more 
of  his  nature,  more  of  his  Spirit,  more  of  the  pure  obedi- 
ence, more  of  the  garment  of  righteousness  and  salvation 
drawn  over  him, — he  is  more  justified.  For  there  are  de- 
grees of  justification,  as  the  soul  that  is  really  in  the  thing, 
and  is  acquainted  with  the  true  nature  and  dispensation  of 
it  from  God,  feels  and  knows.    A  father  is  more  or  less 
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pleasol  witli  his  chiUlren,  j-ea,  with  the  same  child  sonic- 
times;  which  is  a  true  fij^ure  to  man  who  is  come  under 
God's  teachings.  And  tlie  preser\''ation  out  of  condemna- 
tion is  hy  heing  preserved  out  of  that  w^hich  God  condemns: 
for  no  man  upon  the  eurtli,  that  hath  the  true  sense  and 
feeling,  shall  ever  find  the  Holy  and  Just  One  justityinii: 
him  in  his  sins;  but  as  the  heart  is  turned  from  them,  and 
hy  the  power  of  life  kept  out  of  them.  He  that  will  be  kept 
in  the  justification  must  be  kept  out  of  that  which  the  jus- 
tification is  not  to:  for  there  he  is  not  justified;  but  in  hU 
being  drawn  again  out  of  it,  and  turning  again  from  it,  his 
justification,  in  the  tender  mercy  of  the  Lord,  is  renewe<l. 

Justification  under  the  law  was  according  to  that  cove- 
nant. He  that  walks  with  God  in  that  covenant,  he  that 
walks  in  and  after  the  Spirit  of  Christ, — ^lie  is  therein  justi- 
fied; but  he  that  walks  after  the  flesh,  and  doth  any  thiuic 
that  is  fleshly, — that  is  not  justified  with  God,  nor  he  iu 
that;  but  in  the  faith,  which  cleanseth  and  giveth  victory 
over  it:  in  that  is  the  justification  from  it,  and  the  pure, 
heavenly  peace  with  the  Lord  God  of  life  witnessed. 

He  that  is  in  Christ,  and  receiveth  his  knowledge  from 
Christ,  and  is  kept  in  tlje  pure  fear  and  sense  of  him, — he 
undei'standcth  the  truth  of  these  things;  but  he  that  is  erre<l 
in  spirit,  and  holds  up  but  a  literal  knowiodgo  (though 
from,  or  at  least  accompanied  with,  some  remembrance  of 
former  feelings  and '  experiences), — ^he  errs  about  these 
things  also;  and  deceit  and  a  lie  hath  prevailed  over  him, 
as  he  will  find,  wdien  t'he  Lord  confounds  his  wisdom  and 
present  apprehensions  of  thingfl,  by  awakening  his  witnesr^ 
in  him.  For  religion,  the  true  religion,  isamysterj-;  life 
is  a  mystery;  Christ  is  a  mystery;  the  Spirit  i«  a  raysterj-; 
faith  is  a  mystery ;  obedience  (the  pure  obedience)  is  a  mys- 
tery; worship  (the  spiritual  icorship  in  and  according  to  the 
new  covenant)  is  a  mystery;  hid  from  the  eyes  of  all  the 
wise  searchers  of  the  world,  but  revealed  to  the  least  babe 
that  is  of  God,  and  abideth  in  the  quickened  life  of  his  Son. 
But  many  that  are  out  of  the  mystery  of  truth  are  in  the 
mystery  of  deceit,  and  have  a  knowledge  or  profession  con- 
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ocniing  ('hriftt,  Iiift  Spirit,  faith,  obcdieiioo,  the  spiritual 
wor^liip,  &o.,  ill  tliat  iiiy«tory  of  deceit,  wliitrli  tliey,  for  the 
present,  aecouiit  the  true,  ami  hy  it  venture  to  judge,  disal- 
low, and  eondeuui  tlie  truth  itself;  l>ut  tluit  is  not  all  to  the 
iniit  of  tlie  truth,  or  sueh  as  arc  in  it;  hut  rather  to  their 
own  liurt  and  great  danger.  For  the  sparks  whieh  niau 
kinilles  will  never  light  him  to  (lod ;  the  garments  of  man's 
righteousnosH  (eitlier  aeeonling  to  his  apprehensions  of  the 
letter  of  the  law,  or  letter  of  the  gosj^el)  will  never  elotlie 
him;  hut  for  all  that,  he  must  lie  down  in  shame  and  sor- 
row, when  the  truth  of  Clod  aippeai'S  in  liis  eonscience,  and 
all  liis  shadows  and  deeeits  flee  away. 

Therefore  hearken  to  the  testimony  from  these,  whom 
the  Lonl  hath  awakened,  whom  the  LoKl  hath  ([uiekened, 
whom  the  Lord  hath  led  oul  of  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
into  the  liglit  and  brightness  of  the  day;  who  Inive  seen 
Jesus,  and  testity  what  they  have  seen,  heard,  felt,  and 
handled  of  that  eternal  Word,  whieh  was  from  the  begin- 
ning, whieh  ajipcared  in  flesh,  and  atlterwards  in  Sjurit,  he- 
fore  the  apostasy,  and  hath  again  appeared,  since  the  apos- 
tasy, as  ft  shei)herd,  as  a  gatherer,  as  a  seeker-out  and  pre- 
server of  his  wandering  sheei),  who  were  driven  from  liim 
ill  the  cloudy  and  dark  day.  And  if  yo  would  liearken 
aright,  breathe  to  the  Lt)rd  in  that  which  desires  and  longs 
after  liim,  that  he  would  circumcise  tlie  heart,  and  open  the 
right  oar  in  you,  that  the  ear  may  liear  his  witncj-H  in  you, 
that  so  ye  may  indee<l  know  the  voice  of  the  shepherd,  and 
in  true  understanding,  souse,  and  constant  expcrienee,  bear 
witness  to  that  true  testimony  which  Christ  spake  in  the 
days  of  his  flesh:  **My  sheep  hear  my  voice,  and  follow 
me;  but  a  stranger  they  will  not  follow;  for  they  know  not 
the  voice  of  strangers^" 
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V.  Of  the  pure,  ooxstaxt,  ktehnal,  unciiaxgeahle  xatlre 

OF  (JOD'S  TRl  Til. 

Trutu  is  of  God,  and  was  with  CJod,  and  in  God,  bofoiv 
;any  thing  else  had  a  being.  Trntli  was  before  error  or  de- 
ceit: for  it  was  from  the  trnth  tbat  the  error  >vai.s,  and  it 
was  about  truth  that  the  deceit  was.  There  was  soniewliat 
which  erred  from  truth,  and  brought  in  deceit  into  the 
worUl;  but  truth  remains  the  same  that  it  was,  keeping  its 
pure,  eternal,  unchangeable  nature;  and  is  not,  nor  ever 
was,  nor  ever  can  be,  detiled  or  tainted  with  any  error  or 
«leceit;  but  testifieth  against  it,  reproveth  it,  and  condem- 
noth  for  it,  draweth  out  of  it,  and  delivereth  from  its  baiuls 
and  captivity,  all  those  that  hearken  and  cleave  to  it,  in  the 
faith  wliich  is  of  its  nature  and  begetting. 

The  Father,  tlie  fountain  of  truth,  is  the  same.  Tlu' 
Son,  liis  exi>resH  image  (whom  he  tills  with  himself,  and  in 
whom  he  appears),  is  the  same.  The  Spirit,  the  anointing 
(who  is  Indh^  and  no  //c),  is  still  the  same.  The  principle 
or  seed  of  truth  is  still  the  same.  The  doctrine  and  way  of 
truth  is  still  the  same;  for  it  was  the  same  truth  which  was 
preached  in  shadows  under  the  law,  the  substance  whereof 
appears,  and  is  witnessed  in  the  gospel:  and  it  was  the 
name  before  the  great  apostasy,  in  the  latter  days  from  it, 
and  all  the  time  of  the  apostasy,  and  again  after  the  apos- 
tasy. It  hath  the  same -nature  still,  the  same  properties, 
the  same  operations  and  etteets,  and  gives  forth  the  same 
testimony  in  the  ears  and  hearts  of  all  that  are  o[>cn  to  it. 
Indeed  the  minds  of  men,  and  the  states  of  men,  may  often 
change  in  relation  to  truth;  but  truth  itself  changeth  not, 
hut  is  equal,  fair,  and  just  to  all  men  upon  the  earth,  in  all 
ages  and  generations,  always  condemning  that  which  is  un- 
just, erroneous,  and  deceitful,  and  always  justifying,  what 
is  pure,  holy,  and  rigliteous, 

Xow  is  not  tliis  a  pearl;  Xay,  is  not  this  the  pearl  in- 
deed, the  precious  pearl  of  price?     Who  would  not  buy  it? 
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AVho  would  not  sell  all  for  it?  Who  would  not  dig  in  the 
field,  where  this  treasure  is  hid,  until  he  find  it?  The  field 
is  near  thee,  O  man !  which  thou  art  to  purchase  and  dig  in, 
and  must  feel  torn  up  hy  the  plow  of  God  in  some  measure, 
before  this  pearl  or  treasure  appear  to  thee;  and  thou  must 
take  up  and  bear  the  yoke  and  cross  of  Christ,  until  all  be 
bowed  down  and  crucified  in  thee  which  is  contrary  to  its 
nature,  before  it  be  polished  in  thee,  and  thou  come  to  be- 
hold and  enjoy  its  riches  and  everlasting  fulness.  Oh, 
happy  are  they  that  are  begotten  and  bom  of  it!  happy  arc 
they  that  know  its  voice,  and  give  up  to  it,  to  be  gathered 
and  redeemed  by  it,  out  of  all  deceits,  out  of  all  errors,  out 
of  all  that  entangles  and  ensnares  the  soul  in  sin,  misery, 
and  utter  perdition ;  for  destruction  and  misery  everlasting 
is  out  of  it,  and  life  and  salvation  is  alone  to  be  found  in  it. 
There  is  a  witness  in  every  heart,  which  knows  these 
things,  and  will  testify  it  to  their  faces,  when  the  light  of 
God  is  oi>oned  in  them,  and  its  tongue  speaks  therein  to 
them.  Oh,  happy  they  that  wait  for,  know,  hear,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  heavenly  voice,  while  the  day  of  their  visitation 
and  reclaiming  lastoth,  wherein  they  may  travel  from  sin  to 
holiness,  from  death  to  life,  by  its  help  and  guidance!  Oh! 
why  should  man  perish?  Why  should  man  hearken  to 
that  which  hates  him,  and  seeks  his  destruction,  and  stop 
his  ear  against  that  which  loves  him,  and  warns  him  of  his 
danger  in  the  dearness  of  love,  and  in  tenderness  of  bowels 
towards  him  ? 


QUKSTIOX 

TO   THE 

PROFESSORS    OF    CHRISTIAMTY, 

WHETHER 

TIIEV  HAVE  THE  TRUE,  LIVISO,  POWERFUL,  S  AVI  SO 
KNOWLEDGE  OF  CHRIST,  OR  NO. 

iriTH 

SOME  QUERIES  COXCERNIXO  ChRIST,  AND  HIS  APPEARANCES  ; 

HIS  TAKING  UPON  HIM  OUR  FLESH;   AS  ALSO  CONCERNING 

HIS  FLESH  AND  BLOOD,  AND  OUR  BEING  FORMED 

THEREOF,  AND  FEEDING  THEREON. 

ANI> 

AX  IXCITATION  TO  PROriUHKOILS  i^EKIOVSLT  TO  TOKHIDKR,  WJIKTHKH  THLT 
OR  WK  FAIL  IX  THK  TRUE  ACKNOWLKDOMKNT  AND  OWXIXO 

or  TUK  Christ  which  i>ikd  at  Jkruaalkm. 

Likewise 

some  propositions  and  considerations 
concerning  the  nature^  of  church-worships  and  or- 
dinances since  tlie  death  of  the  apostles,  for  tlie  sake  of  the 
simplicity,  which  hath  hoen  long  held 
captive  themn. 

With  the  sounding  of  bowels  towards  thee,  0  England  I 

Also  a  faithful  guidance  to  the  principle  and  path  of  Truth. 

With  some  sensilile, 

experimental  Questions  and  Answera  from 

the  Tenth  Chapter  of  John. 

By  ISAAC  PENINGTON, 

PrUoner  in  Aylesbury,  who,  by  the  counsel  of  the  Lord,  hath 

chosen  rather  to  suffer  afilietion  with  the  dospiKed  people 

of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleadures  of 

sin  for  a  season. 
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PllEFACK. 

"This  U  life  etcnial,  that  they  might  know  thee,  the  only 
tnie  (t(k1,  and  Jesus  Chri.it  whom  thou  h«Ht  sent."  Whom 
did  the  Father  send?  Did  he  not  Hcnd  the  Son  of  liis  love  V 
From  whence  did  he  send  him?  Did  he  not  send  him  out 
of  his  own  bosom?  Whither  did  he  »ond  him?  Did  he 
not  send  him  into  the  world,  to  take  upon  him  a  body,  and 
jjlorify  the  name  of  the  Father,  doing  his  will  therein?  Ke 
laid  down  his  glory,  stripping  himself  of  tlie  form  of  (j<x1, 
and  appearing  in  habit  as  a  man,  in  their  raiment,  with 
tlieir  garment  nj^on  him;  in  whieh,  as  a  servant,  the  seed 
(the  heir  of  all)  served  the  Father.  And  now  his  work  be- 
ing a»  good  as  done,  he  looks  back  at  the  glory  whieh  )ic 
liad  laid  down  for  the  Father's  sake,  looking  up  to  the 
Father  for  the  restoring  of  it  to  him  again.  *'I  have  glori- 
tictl  thee  on  the  earth,"  saitli  he,  "I  have  finished  the  work 
whieh  thou  gjivest  me  to  do.  And  now,  O  Father,  glorify 
thou  me  with  thine  own  self,  with  the  glory  whieh  1  ha<l 
with  thee  before  thee  world  was."  John  xvii.  4,  f). 

Xow  having  sought  and  travelled  (from  my  childhood) 
after  the  tnie  knowledge  of  (lod,  and  of  his  Christ;  and 
having  been  satisfied  with  nothing  else  that  ever  I  eould 
meet  with,  ami  having  a^  length  (through  the  tender  merey 
of  the  Lord,  and  guidance  of  his  Spirit)  met  with  this,  and 
been  satisfied  therewith,  finding  it  to  be  the  eternal  life, 
the  true  food,  the  living  power,  the  pure  rest,  the  joy  and 
salvaticm  of  my  soul,  I  cannot  but  testifv  it  to  those  that 
hiv  out  their  monev  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  their 
1  d>or  for  that  which  satistieth  not. 
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Wc  (ftomc  of  us  at  least)  laid  out  as  much  of  our  monc}'  as 
others,  who  now  despise  us,  have  done;  and  as  much  of 
our  hibor;  and  (I  may  speak  it  in  the  fear  of  the  Loi-d,  and 
in  true  sense,  without  boasting)  some  of  us  had  as  much  of 
that  which  they  feed  on,  and  call  bread,  as  they  have  now. 
Yet  when  the  Lord  brought  us  to  the  true  balance,  we 
found  it  not  to  be  bread,  nor  able  to  give  the  soul  true  sat- 
isfaction. The  bread  was  not  that  which  we  then  called 
bread,  but  tliat  which  we  overlooked,  and  wist  not  what  it 
was.  But  the  eternal  life  which  was  hid  with  the  Father, 
and  is  manifested  in  the  Son,  and  made  known  to  the  soul 
(as  the  Son  is  manifested  to  it,  and  revealed  in  it), — that  is 
bread  indeed,  that  is  meat  which  perisheth  not,  but  will  en- 
dure when  all  literal  and  outward  knowledge  of  God  ainl 
Christ  fails,  and  will  fall  short  of  satisfying  that  hunger  of 
the  soul,  which  is  after  the  substance  itself. 

Xow  to  draw  men's  minds  to  a  sense  of  truth,  to  a  sense 
of  that  which  is  the  thing,  that  they  might  know  the  bread 
indeed,  that  they  might  know  the  living  waters,  come  to 
them,  and  drink  thereof,  and  find  Christ  in  them  a  well  of 
water  springing  up  to  eternal  life;  therefore  was  it  in  my 
heart  to  give  forth  this  question,  and  the  ensuing  queries; 
which  he  that  rightly  answere,  must  know  the  thing;  and 
he  .that  doth  not  rightly  know  the  thing,  bj'  his  inability  to 
answer,  may  find  that  he  doth  not,  and  so  may  wait  upon 
God  that  he  may  receive  the  knowledge  of  it,  and  come  to 
it  for  the  eternal  life  which  it  freely  giveth. 

The  Jews  were  puzzled  with  a  literal  knowledge  of  the 
law  and  prophets,  and  about  the  Messiah  to  come,  accoixling 
to  tUeir  understanding  of  the  prophecies  concerning  him, 
and  so  were  kept  from  the  true  knowledge  thereby.  Most 
sorts  of  those  that  now  profess  CJJirist,  are  puzzled  about  a 
knowledge  concerning  the  outward  body,  flesh,  and  blood 
of  Christ,  according  as  thej'  apprehend  the  Scriptures  to 
speak;  and  so  the  veil  is  over  their  hearts  likewise,  and 
they  cannot  see  the  eternal  life  and  substance,  no  more  than 
the  Jews,  but  by  an  outward  and  literal  knowledge  arc 
kept  back  from  the  thing,  as  the  Jews  were.    Xow  the 
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breathing  of  my  heart  to  the  Lord  is:  To  take  away  the  veil 
off  all  hearts  that  sincerely  desire  after  truth,  and  to  open 
the  true  eye  in  them,  that  they  may  see  the  desire  and  be** 
loved  of  their  souls,  and  may  be  led  by  him  into  the  true 
travel,  out  of  self,  towards  the  kingdom ;  yea,  into  the  very 
land  of  the  living,  where  the  food  of  life  is  fed  upon,  where 
the  living  springs  flow,  where  are  vineyards  which  we 
planted  not,  and  dwelling-places  which  we  built  not,  where 
the  fruit  of  the  vine  of  God's  planting  (the  wine  of  the 
kingdom)  is  drunk  of,  even  new  in  the  kingdom,  with  the 
Father  and  Son  in  the  Spirit,  who  are  One  and  All  there. 

The  Lord  give  a  sense  and  understanding,  that  the  ear  of 
the  needy,  the  afllicted  in  spirit,  the  mourners,  the  captives, 
the  bowed-down  may  hear,  and  may  be  drawn  to  touch 
tliat  which  hath  the  virtue  in  it,  and  which  ettectually  re- 
deemeth  those  tliat  wait  upon  it,  from  all  that  boweth 
down  and  opprcsseth. 


A    QUESTIOX 

TO  THE 

PROFESSORS    OF    CHRISTIANITY, 


Ths  question  is  not,  whether  they  know  what  is  said  of 
Christ  in  the  Scriptures ;  but  whether  they  know  it  savingly^ 
truly ^  litingly^  powerfHllg.  Yea,  they  may  know  what  is  said 
of  him,  and  yet  not  know  him  of  whom  those  things  are 
said.  As  it  was  with  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees;  they  kaew 
what  was  said  of  Christ  in  the  law  and  prophets;  b«t  they 
knew  not  himself,  when  he  appeared  in  that  body  of  flesh. 
So  men  may  now  know  what  the  apostles  and  tbeevaii|^Usts 
have  said  concerning  his  appearance  in  a  body  of  flesh  (con^ 
coming  his  birth,  circumcision,  baptaam,  preaching,  doc- 
trine, miracles,  death,  resurrection^  ascension,  intercession. 

Vol.  in,— a 
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&c.),  aud  yet  not  know  bim  of  whom  thcflo  things  are  said. 
Yea,  they  may  know  what  is  said  concerning  the  Wonl 
which  was  from  the  beginning,  and  yet  not  know  the 
Word,  the  power,  the  life  itself.  ^ 

Since  the  prevailing  of  the  apostles'  testimony,  the  wsiy 
of  the  enemy  hath  not  been  directly  to  deny  Christy  but  to 
bring  men  into  such  a  knowledge  of  Christ,  as  saves  not. 
Aud  as  the  enemy  did  own  Christ,  when  he  appeared  in 
that  body  of  flesh,  saying:  "I  know  tlioe  who  thon  art,  the 
Holy  One  of  God;'*  so  he  hath  found  it  for  his  advantage^ 
almost  ever  since,  to  own  that  appearance  of  his.  So  that 
this  he  doth  not  oppose,  nor  men*s  knowledge  and  under- 
standing of  scriptures,  so  as  to  confirm  them  in  this.  But 
the  saving  knowledge,  the  true  knowledge,  the  living  Icnawl- 
udge,  the  powerful  knowledge  of  truth, — ^that  he  always  op- 
poseth ;  for  that  alone  overturns  and  destroys  his  kingdom 
in  man,  and  brings  man  from  out  of  his  reach. 

Now  there  is  a  vast  ditterenco  between  ki^owiog  the  rela- 
tions concerning  a  thing,  and  knowing  the  thing  related  ot 
And  there  is  also  a  great  deal  of  diftcrence  between  believ- 
ing the  relatioi\s  concerning  a  thing,  and  believing  in  the 
thing  whieh  is  relateit  of. 

Spiritual  things  cannot  be  savingly  knowii,  but  in  union 
with  them,  in  the  receiving  of  them.  A  man  can  never 
really  know  the  Spirit  of  God,  by  all  that  can  bo  said  con- 
cerning it,  but  he  must  first  feel  somewhat  of  it,  whereby 
he  may  truly  know  it.  So  the  peace,  the  joy,  the  life,  the 
power, — ^they  jiass  the  understanding;  and  a  man  can  never 
rightly  know  them  by  reading,  or  comprehending  ever  so 
much  concerning  them;  but  by  coming  out  of  himselt^  and 
travelling  thither  where  they  are  given  and  made  manifest, 
he  may  come  into  acquaintance  with  them.  And  if  the 
peace  which  Christ  gives,  the  joy,  the  life,  the  power,  can- 
not be  thus  known  by  literal  descriptions;  how  can  he, 
who  is  the  fulness  of  all,  the  fountain  of  them  all,  the 
treasury  of  all  perfection,  in  whom  are  hid  all  the  riches 
:ind  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge,— how  can  he  be 
known  by  outward  and  literal  descriptions? 
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Now  we  have  travelled  thi-ough  thcBe  things.  Wc  knew 
formerly  what  ye  know  now;  and  w^e  also  know  now,  what 
God  hath  given  usftirther;  and  what  our  former  knowledge 
was,  and  what  our  present  knowledge  ifl.  And  this  is  it 
which  gives  us  satisfaction. 

Our  knowledge  is  in  a  principle,  wherein  we  receive  our 
capacity  of  knowing,  and  wherein  the  Father  (from  whom 
the  principle  came)  teacheth  us.  And  this  is  his  way  of 
teaching  us;  hy  making  us  one  witli  the  thing  he  teacheth. 
Thus  we  learn  Christ,  hy  heing  horn  of  him,  hy  putting 
him  on.  Thus  we  know  his  righteousness,  his  life,  his  wis* 
dom,  his  power,  hy  receiving  a  proportion  of  them,  which 
giveth  an  ahility  to  discern  and  acknowledge  the  fulness. 
And  in  this  we  receive  the  understanding  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  know  the  seed  of  the  woman  (which  hruiscth  the  ser- 
pent's head),  hy  receiving  the  seed,  hy  feeling  its  growth 
in  us,  and  its  power  over  the  enemy.  Then  we  know  the 
thing;  likewise  we  know  the  woman  that  hrings  forth  this 
seed  after  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  Jerusalem  ahovc;  and  we 
know  also,  and  singly  acknowledge,  the  hringing  forth  of 
it  outwardly  after  the  flesh.  This  seed  we  know  to  he  the 
seed  of  Abraham,  the  seed  of  David  after  the  flesh,  and  the 
seed  of  God  after  the  power  of  the  endless  life;  and  wc  are 
taught  of  God  to  give  the  due  honor  to  each;  to  the  seed 
of  God  in  the  firat  i)lace,  to  the  seed  of  David  in  the  «econd 
place.  There  was  the  seed  that  wrought  the  thing,  which 
seed  was  the  life ;  and  the  seed  in  which  he  wrought  it, 
which  was  formed  into  a  vessel  like  oui's,  but  without  sin, 
in  which  the  pure  Lamb  appeared  in  the  |)ure  power  of  life, 
which  kept  the  vessel  pure ;  and  so  he  (who  was  to  be  the 
first  fruits)  had  the  honor  above  all  his  brethren,  being 
anointed  with  the  oil  of  gladness  above  his  fellows. 

But  wo  also  are  born  of  the  same  seed.  lie  is  fonned  in 
us;  w^e  are  formed  of  him;  we  are  as  well  of  his  flesh  and 
blood,  as  he  was  of  ours.  And  by  being  thus  fonned,  and 
feeling  him  grow  up  in  us,  and  receiving  an  understanding 
from  him,  and  in  him,  thus  we  come  to  know  him,  and  to 
underatand  the  words  of  scripture  concerning  him.    By 
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feeling  and  knowing  the  Lamb  in  our  vessels,  we  know 
also  what  was  the  Lamb  in  his  vessel. 

Thus  we  know  things  in  the  certainty  and  demonstration 
of  God's  Spirit,  even  in  the  light  which  shines  from  him, 
and  in  the  life  which  he  begets;  and  we  speak  of  things  as 
they  are,  and  as  we  feel  them  to  be  in  the  true  lite,  which 
the  Spirit  of  Christ  hath  begotten  in  us.  And  we  can  truly 
say  concerning  the  Scriptures;  that  now  we  believe,  not  so 
much  because  of  the  relation  of  things  concerning  Christ, 
which  we  have  found  in  them ;  but  because  we  Imvc  seen 
and  received  the  thing  which  the  Scriptures  speak  of,  and 
lind  it  to  bo  the  very  thing  indeed,  the  very  Christ  of  God, 
the  spotless  one,  the  living  garment  of  righteousness  and 
salvation,  wherein  God  liudeth  no  fault,  and  in  which  the 
Houl  appears  without  blame  before  him.  And  concerning 
this,  can  we  speak  words  of  its  nature,  words  of  its  virtue, 
words  of  its  life,  power,  and  righteousness;  which  that 
which  is  of  the  flesh  cannot  hear,  but  that  which  is  born  of 
God  naturally  owneth  and  understandeth.  Why  so?  Be- 
(muse  it  knoweth  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and  reeoiveth 
them  in  the  savour  thereof.  Can  life  deny  life?  Can  tho 
birth  of  life  deny  that  which  springs  out  of  tho  same  womb  ? 
No,  no.  The  children  which  are  born  of  wisdom,  do  jus- 
tify wisdom  in  its  several  sproutings-forth  and  appearances; 
l)ut  that  which  denies  it  is  a  birth  after  the  lottei',  a  birth 
alter  the  literal  and  outward  knowledge  of  things,  a  birth 
of  the  comprehending  wisdom ;  that  indeed  reproacheth  and 
blasphemeth  the  incompiH>hensible  wisdom,  in  its  iiicom- 
prehensiblo  ways,  and  would  restrain  life  to  what  they  ap- 
prehend, or  can  comprehend  by  tho  letter  concerning  it. 

And  this  may  be  a  great  evidence  to  professoi's,  that  they 
know  not  indeed  Christ  in  his  nature,  Spirit,  life,  and 
power;  because  they  speak  not  of  him  as  persons  who  feel 
the  thing,  and  speak  from  the  present  sense  of  it,  aiid  ae- 
([uaintance  with  it,  but  only  as  persons  that  bring  forth  a 
notion  they  have  received  into  their  understandings.  And 
yet  they  fail  therein  also;  for  they  speak  not  of  Christ  ac- 
cording as  the  Scriptures  hold  him  forth,  compared  ouo 
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with  another,  but  as  they  have  grossly  apprehended  con- 
cerning him  from  some  scriptures,  as  the  Jews  outward  did. 
For  the  Scrii»tures  speak  not  only  of  a  body,  but  also  of 
him  that  api»eared  in  the  body;  nor  only  of  bodily  flesh, 
blooil,  and  bones,  but  also  of  such  flesh  and  bones,  whereof 
Christ  and  hi*;  church  consist.  lie  is  Christ  (say  the  script- 
ures) who  is  one  with  the  Father,  who  came  from  the 
Father,  in  whom  the  Father  waa,  and  who  was  in  the 
Father;  so  said  Jesus  of  himself  (lifting  up  his  eyes  to 
heaven,  and  praying  to  the  Father  for  his  disciples,  and  the 
children  whom  the  Father  had  given  him)  more  than  once 
in  that  seventeenth  chapter  of  John.  Yea,  he  is  Christ, 
whom  a  man  cannot  see,  but  he  must  see  the  Father  also ; 
and  whom,  whosoever  seeth  the  Father,  seeth;  who  was 
l>etbre  Abraham  %vas;  whom  no  man  could  know  whence 
he  was,  even  as  no  man  can  know  whence  the  Father  is. 
Christ  granted  the  Jews  that  they  knew  him,  and  whence 
he  was  as  to  his  body;  and  yet  for  all  that,  he  was  the 
Christ  who  was  to  come,  whom  no  man  knew  from  w^hencc 
he  was.  What  was  that,  Christ  called  ?we,  speaking  to 
Philip?  "Hast  thou  not  known  me,  Philip?  Hast  thou 
not  seen  me?"  What!  dost  thou  know  mc  after  the  flesh, 
after  the  body?  Dost  thou  take  tliat  for  me?  Have  1 
been  so  long  with  3-ou,  and  do  you  know  me  no  better 
than  so?  The  body  is  from  below,  the  body  is  like  one  of 
j'ours  (onlj-  sanctified  by  the  Father,  and  preserved  without 
Hin);  but  I  am  the  same  Spirit,  life,  and  being  with  the 
Father.  We  are  one  substance,  one  pure  power  of  life, 
and  we  cannot  be  divided;  but  he  that  sees  one,  must  needs 
see  both;  and  he  that  knows  one,  must  needs  know  both. 
This  is  the  Lamb  of  God  which  John  bare  witness  of,  which 
he  said  was  before  him,  John  i.  15.  which  the  body  was  not. 
Xow  friends,  if  you  have  this  living  spiritual  knowledge, 
if  ye  hold  it  in  him  that  is  true;  then  own  and  acknowledge 
it  (as  it  is  expressed  in  the  Scriptures,  and  as  God  hath  now 
brought  it  forth  in  his  people),  that  ye  may  manifest  your- 
selves to  that  which  is  of  God,  that  ye  are  of  him.  There 
is  an  understanding  and  wisdom  of  man,  and  there  is  n 
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witness  of  God,  which  witness  gives  tnic  judgment.  Man 
(at  best)  judgeth  but  according  as  tilings  appear  to  him 
from  the  Scriptures;  but  the  witness  judgeth  of  the  things 
of  God  in  the  demonstration  of  the  Spirit,  according  as 
they  are  felt  and  known  to  be  in  him. 

But  if  yo  have  not  this  knowledge,  but  have  long  laid 
out  your  money  and  labor  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  nor 
can  yield  the  true  satisfaction  ;  oh,  come  to  the  waters,  and 
receive  that  which  is  given  freely,  without  money  and  with- 
out price !  Oh,  sell  all  for  the  pearl,  for  the  knowledge 
which  is  of  life,  for  the  knowledge  which  is  life!  "I  am 
the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life,'*  saith  Christ;  this  is  life 
eternal  to  know.  And  wait  to  feel  the  rock  laid  bs  a 
foundation  in  you,  even  the  seed  of  God,  the  life  of  Christ, 
the  Spirit  of  Christ  revealed  in  you,  and  your  souls  born  of 
it,  and  built  upon  it.  Oh  that  ye  could  come  out  of  your 
own  understandings,  that  ye  might  feel  and  receive  the 
love  of  my  heart,  and  know  the  travail  of  my  bowels  for 
you ;  that  ye  might  be  born  of  the  truth,  and  know  and  re- 
ceive it  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  as  it  is  felt  in  the  Spirit,  and 
its  own  pure  power! 

Xow  a  little  further,  to  remove  the  scimples  and  preju- 
dices out  of  the  minds  of  such  as  sometimes  have  been 
touched  with  the  power  of  truth,  and  have  h^d  the  witness  of 
God  reached  to  in  their  hearts;  but  afterwards  the  enemy 
hath  raised  mists,  and  cast  blocks  in  tlieir  way,  stirring  up 
in  them  hanl  thoughts  against  us,  as  if  we  denied  what  the 
Scriptures  affirm  in  this  thing,  and  indeed  (in  effect)  that 
Christ  which  died  at  Jerusalem,  and  set  up  a  natural  prin- 
ciple within,  instead  thereof: 

To  r©nfK)ye  this  out  of  the  minds  of  the  lionest-hearted 
(who  in  the  guidance  (rf*  God  might  light  on  this  paper),  I 
shall  open  my  heart  nakedly  herein. 

1.  We  do  own  that  the  Word  of  God  (the  only  begotten 
of  the  Father)  did  take  up  a  body  of  the  flesh  of  the  virgin 
Mary,  who  was  of  the  seed  of  David,  according  to  the 
Scriptures,  and  did  the  will  of  the  Father  therein,  in  holy 
obedience  auto  him,  both  in  life  and  death. 
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2.  That  he  did  offer  up  the  flesh  and  Llood  of  that  body 
(though  not  only  so;  tor  he  poured  out  his  soul,  he  poured 
out  his  life)  a  sacrifice  or  offering  for  8in  (do  not,  olil  do 
not  stumble  at  it;  hut  rather  wait  on  the  Lord  to  under- 
stand it:  for  wc  speak  in  this  matter  what  we  know),  a 
sacrifice  unto  the  Father,  and  in  it  tasted  death  for  every 
man;  and  that  it  is  upon  consideration  (and  tlirough  God's 
acceptance  of  this  sacrifice  for  sin)  that  tlic  sins  of  believers 
are  pardoned,  that  God  might  be  just,  and  the  jnstifier  of 
him  which  believeth  in  Jesus,  or  who  is  of  the  faith  of  Jesus. 

3.  What  is  attributed  to  that  body,  we  acknowledge  and 
give  to  that  body  in  its  place,  according  as  the  Scripture 
attributeth  it,  which  is  through  and  because  of  that  which 
dwelt  and  acted  in  it.  But  that  which  sanctified  and  kept 
the  body  pure  (and  made  all  acceptable  in  him)  was  the 
life,  holiness,  and  righteousness  of  the  Spirit.  And  the 
same  thing  that  kept  his  vessel  pure,  it  is  the  same  thing 
that  cleanseth  us.  The  value  which  the  natural  flesh  and 
blood  had,  was  from  that;  in  its  coming  from  that,  in  its 
acting  in  that,  in  its  suffering  through  that :  yea,  indeed, 
that  hath  the  virtue;  that  is  it  which  is  of  an  unchangeable 
nature,  which  abideth  for  ever;  which  is  pure,  and  makcth 
pure  for  ever;  and  it  is  impossible  for  a  man  to  touch  it, 
but  he  must  feel  cleansing  by  it.  Now  this  living  virtue 
and  power  man  was  shut  out  from  by  the  fall;  but  througli 
the  true  knowledge  of  the  death  of  Christ,  the  way  is 
made  open  for  it  again,  and  man  brought  to  it  to  be  bai>- 
tized,  washed,  cleansed,  sanctified,  fitted  for,  and  filled  with 
life.  So  that  this  it  is  that  doth  the  thing;  this  is  it  from 
whence  Christ  had  his  own  flesh  and  blood  (for  we  are 
taught,  both  by  the  Spirit,  and  by  the  Scriptures,  to  distin- 
guish between  Christ's  own  flesh,  and  that  of  ours  which 
he  took  up  and  made  his) ;  which  flesh  and  blood  we  feed 
of  in  the  Spirit;  which  they  cannot  feed  on  which  serve  at 
the  outward  tabernacle;  nor  they  neither  which  know  only 
the  outward  body;  but  they  only  that  feed  in  the  Spirit. 

Now  of  this  thing  we  might  speak  yet  more  clearly  and 
plainly,  could  men  hear  our  words.    But  if  we  have  spoken 
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to  you  earthly  tilings  (iu  parables  and  figures),  suitable  to 
your  understanding,  and  ye  believe  not,  how  shall  ye  be- 
lieve, if  we  speak  to  you  heavenly  things;  if  we  should  tell 
you  plainly  of  the  Father,  in  whom  is  all  the  life  of  the 
»Son,  and  all  the  virtue  and  salvation  that  ever  the  Son  had 
from  him?  The  Jews  were  to  learn  in  tyjies,  figures,  and 
Hhadowrt,  till  Christ  came.  And  after  Christ  came,  he  also 
taught  them  in  resemblances  and  similitudes  of  things:  and 
the  apostles  wrote  and  spake  much  to  persons,  as  just  com- 
ing out  of  that  state,  in  a  language  suited  to  that  state. 
Hut  he  that  c(mies  into  the  thing  itself,  and  is  taught  there 
by  the  Spirit,  after  he  is  grown  up  and  made  capable,  he  is 
taught  plainly  the  nature  of  the  heavenly  things,  and  the 
words  of  the  apostles  (concerning  the  deep  things  of  God), 
which  are  mysterious  to  others,  are  manifest  and  plain  to  him. 
Yea,  the  Lord  so  teacheth  him  things,,  as  words  camiot  ut- 
ter; that  is,  he  so  kuoweth  the  peace  of  God,  the  joy  of  his 
Spirit,  the  life  and  power  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  his  wis- 
dom, righteousness,  and  pure,  i>recious  ways  of  sanctifying 
the  heart,  the  tender  mercy,  faithfulness,  and  rich  love  of 
the  Father,  &e.  as  he  cannot  utter  to  any  man ;  nay,  so  as 
lie  never  learned  (nor  could  learn)  from  words  about  the 
things;  but  by  the  sense  and  exi)erience  of  the  thing  itself, 
the  Lord  (in  whom  are  the  depths  of  life,  and  who  giveth  the 
Hcnso  and  understanding  of  the  deep  things  of  the  Spirit) 
opening  them  in  him,  and  manifesting  them  to  him.  And 
indeed  this  is  the  right  and  excellent  way  of  knowledge, 
to  come  into  the  union,  to  come  into  the  thing  itself;  to 
learn  in  the  union,  to  see  and  know  in  the  thing.  This  is 
the  way  that  the  Lord  teacheth  all  his  children  in  the  new 
covenant,  by  the  inward  life,  by  the  pure  light  within,  by 
the  inward  demonstration  of  his  Spirit,  by  the  power  and 
virtue  of  the  truth  itself,  which  it  hath  in  him  that  is  true. 
And  he  that  is  in  the  Son,  hath  some  measure  of  this  life; 
and  he  that  hath  not  some  measure  of  this  life,  is  not  in 
the  Son;  but  in  a  talk  and  wise  knowledge  of  things  after 
the  flesh,  which  will  perish,  and  he  with  it,  who  abideth 
tiwre.    For  no  man  oan  bo  saved,  but  by  coming  into  the 
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knowledge  wbicb  is  of  a  pure,  oternal,  livinct,  saving  nat- 
lire.  Can  an  opinion  whioli  a  man  takes  up  concerning 
Christ  from  the  Scriptures  (and  casting  liims^clf  thereupon) 
r*ave  him?  For  it  is  no  more  tlian  an  opinion  or  judgment 
unto  a  man,  unless  be  he  in  tlie  life  and  power  of  the  thing 
itself.  Then  indeed  it  is  truth  to  liim,  knowledge  in  him, 
right  knowledge;  otherwise  it  is  but  knowledge  falsely  so 
called;  knowledge  which  will  not  subdue  his  heart  to  truth, 
nor  bath  i  s  seat  there;  but  in  his  liead,  making  him  wise 
and  able  there  to  oppose  truth,  and  so  bringing  him  into 
a  state  of  condemnation,  wrath,  and  misery,  beyond  the 
heathen,  and  making  him  hanler  to  ]>e  wrought  upon  by 
the  light  and  ]>ower  of  the  truth,  than  the  very  heathen. 
Therefore  consider  your  ways,  O  professors  of  Christianity ! 
an<l  do  not  despise  the  hand  which  is  stretched  forth  to  you 
in  the  love  of  God,  and  in  the  motion  and  guidance  of  his 
Spirit,  who  condescends  to  you  exceedingly,  that  he  miglit 
reach  to  bis  own  in  you,  and  scatter  your  apprehensions, 
imaginations,  and  conceivings  about  the  meanhigs  of  script- 
ures (which  are  as  so  many  chains  of  death  and  darkness 
upon  you),  that  ye  might  come  to  him  in  whom  is  fife,  and 
who  gives  life  freely  to  all  w^ho  come  to  him.  Oh,  obser\c 
what  bars  were  in  the  way  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  ! 
They  would  not  come  to  him  that  they  might  have  life ; 
nay,  indeed,  they  couhl  not,  as  they  stood.  There  are 
greater  bars  in  your  way;  yea,  it  is  harder  for  many  of  you 
to  come  to  him,  than  it  was  for  them.  My  upright  desire 
to  the  Lord  for  you  is,  that  he  would  remove  the  stumbling- 
blocks  out  of  your  way,  that  he  would  batter  and  knock 
4lown  the  flesh  in  you,  that  he  would  strip  you  of  all  your 
knowledge  of  scriptures  according  to  the  flesh,  that  yo 
might  be  made  by  him  ca|)ablc  of  knowing  and  receiving 
things  according  to  the  Spirit,  and  then  ye  will  know  how* 
to  understand,  honor,  and  make  use  of  the  letter  also;  but 
till  then  ye  cannot  but  make  use  of  it  both  against  your 
own  souls,  and  against  Christ  and  his  truth. 

And  then  for  sotting  up  a  natural  principle,  we  are  fur* 
tlier  from  that  than  ye  are  aware.     For  wo  were  as  shy  of 
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this,  and  jealous  that  it  was  a  natural  principle,  as  ye  can 
1)c;  and  started  from  it,  divers  of  us,  till  the  Lord,  by  his 
eternal  power,  and  demonstration  of  his  Spirit,  reached  our 
hearts,  and  showed  us  that  it  was  the  seed  of  the  kingdom 
(even  the  root  of  all  the  spiritual  life,  that  either  we  our- 
selves formerly,  or  ever  any  else  received  at  any  time),  and 
gave  us  the  sight  of  the  things  of  the  kingdom  in  it,  and  at 
length  wrought  that  in  us,  and  for  us,  by  it,  which  never 
was  wrought  in  us  before,  and  which  can  be  wrought  by 
nothing  else  but  the  power  of  the  Spirit.  Now  having  cer- 
tainly felt  and  known  the  thing  in  our  own  hearts,  and 
having  also  seen  the  snares  and  nets  which  the  enemy  lays 
for  3'ou,  whereby  he  keeps  you  from  the  true  bread,  and 
from  the  water  and  wine  of  the  kingdom  (even  as  he  kept 
us  formerly),  how  can  we  hold  our  peace,  but  witness  to 
you  (in  the  love  and  drawings  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord)  of 
the  truth,  life,  and  power  which  we  have  felt  in  Jesus, 
though  ye  become  our  enemies  therefore?  Xor  do  we  this 
to  bring  you  to  another  opinion,  or  outward  way  (that  is  not 
our  end);  but  that  ye  might  feel  the  thing  itself,  and  know 
assuredly  what  is  the  truth,  in  that  which  never  was  de- 
ceived itself,  nor  ever  deceived  any ;  nor  will  suffer  any  to 
1)0  deceived  who  are  joined  to  it,  and  abide  in  it.  Oh  I  why 
should  ye  wander  in  the  dark  opinions  and  uncertainties  of 
the  night?  why  should  ye  not  rather  come  to  that  wherein 
the  light  of  the  day  springs,  and  out  of  which  it  shines? 
And  can  the  natural  man  (who  hath  his  eyes)  be  deceived 
about  tlie  light  of  the  natural  day?  Doth  he  not  know  the 
light  of  the  da}%  both  fmni  the  lights,  and  also  from  the 
darkness  of  the  night?  Ten  thousand  times  more  certain 
and  inwardly  satisfied  is  ho,  who  is  born  of  the  spiritual 
day,  brought  fortli  in  the  light  thereof,  and  who  spiritually 
sees,  lives,  and  walks  therein.  So  that  there  is  no  doubt  in 
him  who  is  grown  up  into  the  thing;  but  ho  hath  the  assur- 
imco  of  faith  (which  is  far  above  the  assurance  of  outward 
eense  or  reason),  and  the  assumnce  of  understanding.  Oh ! 
blessed  is  he  who  hath  an  eye  to  see,  an  ear  to  hear,  a  heart 
to  understand,  the  things  which  God  hath  revealed  by  his 
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Spirit  in  this  our  day,  the  living  way  which  he  hath  now 
made  manifest,  the  principle  of  life  that  he  hath  raised  out 
of  the  grave  of  death.  But  he  that  reproacheth  and  speak- 
eth  evil  of  this  (that  will  neither  enter  in  himself,  nor  suffer 
others),  he  is  far  from  receiving  the  blessing  or  blessedness 
of  this  seed;  but  groweth  up  in  the  wrong  nature  and  spirit, 
the  end  whereof  is  to  be  bunied,  with  all  that  is  in  union 
with  it,  and  groweth  up  from  it.  Therefore  come  out  from 
that  spirit;  come  out  of  that  dark  mind  and  nature,  which 
never  saw,  nor  can  see  the  truth,  but  setteth  up  opinions 
and  appearances  of  things  instead  of  it ;  and  receive  the 
anointing  which  is  given  with  and  in  the  seed,  which  is 
raised  in  some,  and  Adsited  in  many,  in  this  day  of  the 
Lord's  love  and  tender  mercy;  to  whom  the  living,  the 
sensible,  the  redeemed  sing  praises,  and  on  whom  they 
wait,  for  the  further  manifesting  of  his  power  and  glory  in 
them  daily  more  and  more. 

Now,  friends,  if  ye  will  know  aright,  or  believe  aright, 
ye  must  know  and  believe  in  him,  who  was  with  the  Fatlier 
before  the  world  was ;  who  was  the  Saviour,  the  Jesus,  the 
Christ,  from  everlasting.  For  what  makes  him  so?  Is  it 
not  his  nature?  Is  it  not  the  power  of  salvation  in  him? 
His  taking  uj)  a  body  made  no  alteration  in  him,  added  noth- 
ing to  him ;  only  it  was  necessarj'  that  he  should  take  it  u[>, 
to  fulfill  the  wnll  in  it,  and  to  oiler  it  up  a  sacrifice  in  his 
own  life  and  Spirit  to  the  Father.  This  we  firmly  believ^e; 
and  this  also  we  cannot  but  say  further,  that  the  virtue,  the 
value,  the  worth,  the  excellency  of  what  was  done  by  him 
in  the  body,  was  not  of  the  body,  but  it  was  in  him  before 
time,  in  time,  and  wnll  be  after  time,  and  for  ever:  yea,  it 
is  he  to  whom  the  name  Jesus  and  Christ  did  of  right  be- 
long before  he  took  up  the  body:  and  he  only  put  forth  in 
the  body  the  sav^ing  virtue  which  he  had  before,  w^hich  be- 
longed to  the  nature,  to  the  anointing  in  him,  whether  ever 
he  had  saved  any  with  it  or  no.  And  this  virtue,  this  life, 
this  Spirit,  this  nature  of  his,  is  the  food,  the  righteousness, 
the  garment  of  life  and  salvation,  wliich  he  (through  the 
death  of  the  body)  made  and  prepared  a  living  way  for  the 
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HOiil  to  come  to,  to  feed  on,  and  be  clotlied  with.  I  can 
liardly  «top  speaking  of  these  things  for  your  sakes,  that 
through  my  words  (or  the  words  of  whom  the  Lord  shall 
l>lea?ic)ye  miglit  come  to  feel  that  which  is  able  to  give  you 
the  lioly  under-standing,  and  might  come  to  the  true  sense 
and  experience  of  the  truth  itself,  and  might  see  who  hatli 
blinded  you,  and  how  he  hath  blinded  you,  and  fed  you 
with  husks  and  dry  food,  instead  of  that  Avhich  hath  the  true 
living  sap  in  it.  But  while  ye  see  and  judge  in  that  which 
is  wrong,  ye  must  needs  judge  amiss  both  of  yourselves  and 
others,  and  also  of  the  truth  itself,  and  of  the  words  spoken, 
(iither  tbrmerly  or  now,  concerning  it,  whereby  ye  expose 
and  brijig  yourselves  under  the  righteous  judgment  of  the 
truth  itself,  even  of  the  Son,  and  the  light  of  his  day,  which 
luith  power  from  the  Father  to  judge  all  false  appearances, 
deceits,  and  deceivers. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

It  hath  pleased  the  Loixl,  as  he  manifested  his  Christ 
/gloriously  before  the  apostasy,  so  to  manifest  him  so  again. 
For  he  was  not  only  born  (in  the  flesh)  of  the  virgin  Mary; 
but  he  was  also  born  in  the  Spirit  of  the  woman  clothed 
with  the  Sun,  which  had  the  moon  under  her  feet,  and  on 
lier  head  a  crown  of  twelve  stars.  She  also  brought  forth 
the  man-child,  who  was  to  rule  all  nations  with  a  rod  of 
iron.  Bev.  xii. 

Now  of  this  appearance  and  return  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  his  fresh  bringing  forth  of  his  life  and  power 
in  his  body,  the  church,  there  are  many  witnesses,  who 
Imve  seen,  felt,  and  tasted  thereof,  Avith  the  eyes  and  senses 
which  are  of  God,  and  of  the  new  birth.  And  of  this,  in 
the  love  and  good- will  of  God,  and  from  the  drawings  and 
reqnirings  of  his  Spirit,  they  bear  witness  to  others,  tliat 
they  also  might  come  to  see  the  glory  and  brightness  of 
his  day,  and  rejoice  therein.  For  indeed  it  is  a  glorious 
day  inwardly  in  Spirit,  to  those  that  are  quickened  and 
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gathered  to  the  living  Shepherd  aud  Bishop  of  the  bouI,  bj 
the  eternal  arm  of  his  power.  And  happy  is  the  eye  that 
sees  the  things  that  tliey  see,  aad  the  ear  that  hears  what 
they  hear,  and  the  heart  which  understands  the  things 
which  God  hath  revealed  in  and  unto  them  by  his  Spirit. 

Glorious  was  the  appearance  of  Christ  in  the  flesh ;  but 
there  were  blocks  in  tlie  way  of  the  Jews,  that  they  could 
not  know,  own,  believe,  aud  receive  him.  And  glorious  is 
the  administration  of  his  life  in  Spirit,  in  this  day  of  his 
power;  but  there  are  also  blocks  lying  in  the  way  of  them 
to  whom  it  is  sent,  which  cause  them  to  stumble  at  it,  and 
keep  them  both  from  letting  it  into  them,  and  also  from 
giving  up  to  it.  But  blessed  was  he  who  was  not  oifcikled 
in  Christ  then,  and  blessed  is  he  who  is  not  eifFeoded  at 
him  now.  For  he  that  is  offended  at  him,  who  is  life,  and 
gives  life,  stumbling  at  the  present  way  of  dispensation 
which  God  hath  chosen  to  give  it  out  by,  how  shall  he  live? 
This  is  the  cause  that  so  many  poor  hearts  lie  mourning 
and  grovelling  on  the  earth,  groaning  because  of  their  sins, 
fearing  because  of  the  strength  of  the  encmy^  and  the  cor- 
ruptions of  their  own  hearts,  which  are  continually  ready  to 
betray  them  into  hi^  hands;  because  they  know  not  him 
who  hath  stretched  out  his  arm,  and  is  come  in  his  power 
to  deliver;  but  are  prejudiced  against  the  way  wherein  he 
hath  and  doth  deliver.  Yea,  they  know  not  his  voice  who 
calls,  come  wato  me;  lam  the  resurrection  and  the  life.  He  that 
belieteth  in  wi^,  shall  receice  my  sti*ength ;  and  though  he  tcere 
ever  so  loeak^  shall  become  as  David:  a^ul  though  ever  so  unclean^ 
shall  find  tfie  ^caters  that  spring  from  my  well  to  cleanse  him^ 
and  nourish  him  to  life  everlasting. 

How  tenderly  did  Christ  vi«it  the  Jews  in  the  day«  of  his 
flesh !  How  powerfully,  and  in  tlie  true  authority  of  God, 
did  he  preach  among  them !  What  mighty  works  did  he 
show !  And  yet  they  could  not  believe.  Why  so  ?  The 
enemy  had  entered  them  with  his  temptations,  had  got 
somewhat  into  their  minds  of  a  contrary  nature,  to  keep 
out  thereby  the  sense,  knowledge,  and  acknowledgment  of 
him.     So  that  when  their  hearts  were  even  overcome  with 
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his  power,  and  sweet,  precioas  doctrine,  and  ready  to  yield 
that  this  was  he,  this  was  the  Christ  indeed,  then  tise  ene* 
my  raised  up  some  argament  or  other  to  prejudice  them 
against  him,  that  he  might  thereby  beat  them  ofi^  and  drive 
them  back  again  from  owning  or  receiving  him. 

"This  man  is  not  of  God,"  say  some;  "for  he  keepeth 
not  the  sabbath."  He  cannot  be  a  prophet,  say  others, 
because  "he  is  of  Galilee,  out  of  which  no  prophet  aris- 
oth."  He  "cannot"  be  Christ,  saith  a  third  sort,  be- 
cause "we  know  whence  he  is;  but  when  Christ  cometh, 
no  man  knowcth  whence  he  is."  Ho  is  not  holy,  strict, 
and  zealous  according  to  the  law,  say  others;  but  a  loose 
person,  "a  man  gluttonous,  and  a  wine-bibber;  a  fnend  of 
publicans  and  sinners;"  one  who  teacheth  not  his  disciples 
to  &st  and  pray,  as  the  Pharisees  did  theirs,  and  John,  who 
was  generally  looked  upon  as  a  prophet,  did  his,  but  justi- 
fieth  them  in  plucking  the  ears  of  com  on  the  sabbath-day, 
and  so  thereby  rather  encouraging  them  to  break  it,  than 
strictly  to  observe  and  keep  it  according  to  God's  law.  He 
is  a  "blasphemer,"  say  some  (speaks  most  horrid  blasphe- 
my), "making  himself  equal  with  God."  He  reproacheth 
the  most  strict  and  zealous  men  that  we  have,  even  our 
teachers,  and  interpreters  of  the  law  and  prophets,  calling 
them  "hypocrites,  painted  sepulchres,  blind  guides,"  &c., 
and  pronounceth  woe  upon  woe  against  them.  And  those 
that  arc  the  children  of  Abraham  he  calls  the  children  of 
the  devil ;  and  saith :  "He  that  committeth  sin,  is  the  ser\'ant 
of  sin ;  but  if  the  Son  (meaning  himself)  make  you  free,  ye 
shall  be  free  indeed."  And  if  we  will  have  life  in  us,  we 
must  believe  in  him,  and  eat  his  flesh,  and  drink  his  blood. 
(Did  ever  Moses,  or  any  of  the  prophets  teach  such  doc- 
trine?) Again  he  saith:  "If  a  man  keep  my  saying,  he 
shall  never  see  death;"  whereas  Abraliam  and  the  proi>li- 
ets,  who  believed  God,  and  kept  his  sayings,  are  all  dead. 
This  made  them  even  conclude,  he  had  a  devil.  John  viii. 
52.  So  how  could  they  understand  him  when  he  said,  he 
was  "the  good  Shepherd,  and  the  door,"  &c.,  and  "that  all 
that  ever  came  before  him  were  thieves  and  robbers;" 
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would  they  not  look  upon  tliis  as  witnessing  of  himself, 
luid  endeavoring  to  set  up  himself?  And  when  he  said: 
"Verily,  verily,  before  Abraham  was,  I  am; "  were  they  not 
ready  to  stone  him,  for  speaking  a  fiilse  and  impossible 
thing,  as  it  seemed  to  them;  he  manifestly  being  not  yet 
fifty  years  old?  But  suppose  it  to  bo  true,  that  he  was  be- 
fore Abraham,  how  then  could  he  be  the  Messiah,  who  was 
to  come  of  Abraham,  and  out  of  the  loins  of  David,  accord- 
ing to  the  Scriptures?  And  then  for  his  miracles,  having 
beforehand  concluded  that  bo  was  a  bad  man,  a  sinner,  a 
breaker  of  the  sabbath,  a  blasphemer,  a  deceiver  of  the 
people,  &c.,  how  easy  was  it  for  them  to  harden  themselves 
against  them,  and  to  infer  that  he  wrought  not  these  things 
by  the  power  of  Ood,  but  by  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the 
devil,  to  overthrow  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  Moses,  and 
to  set  up  himself  and  his  new  doctrine  by?  Indeed  many 
(and  some  seemingly  strong  and  unanswerable)  were  the 
exceptions  which  the  wisdom  and  understanding  in  them 
(which  was  out  of  the  life  and  power  of  trutli)  formed 
against  Christ,  whereby  they  justified  themselves  in  their 
refusal  of  him,  who  was  sealed  and  sent  of  the  Father,  and 
so  excluded  themselves  the  kingdom,  and  the  righteousness 
thereof. 

This  is  past,  and  they  can  condemn  them  now,  who 
themselves  are  acting  over  again  the  same  thing  in  spirit. 
It  pleaseth  the  Lord  thus  to  sufier  things  to  be,  still  so  to 
give  forth  the  dispensations  of  his  life,  as  they  alone  that 
are  in  some  measure  of  his  life  can  discern  them.  And  the 
same  spirit,  under  a  new  guise,  still  opposeth  truth  in  its 
present  appearance  and  dispensation,  and  stirreth  men  up 
to  slight  and  blaspheme  that  holy  name  and  power,  which 
they  that  believe  in  .are  saved  and  sanctified  by.  Well, 
what  shall  I  say  to  you  ?  Oh  that  ye  could  discern  spirits ! 
Oh  tliat  ye  could  see  what  spirit  ye  are  of^  and  whom  ye 
serve,  in  opposing  the  present  dispensation  of  life!  Oh  that 
ye  eoiild  see  how  ye  read  scriptures  out  of  that  which  wrote 
them,  and  bend  them  against  that  which  wrote  them,  mak- 
ing yourselves  wise  and  strong  in  a  wrong  wisdom  and 
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knowledge  against  the  Lord,  and  against  his  Christ,  whom 
he  hath  set  npon  his  holy  hill  of  Zion,  and  who  appeareth 
there,  though  you  see  it  not.  For  Zion  is  not  now  literal, 
or  after  the  flesh  (the  day  is  come,  the  shadows  are  gone) ; 
but  Zion  is  the  holy  hill  of  God  in  Spirit,  npon  which  the 
heavenly  Jerusalem  was  built,  which  is  revealed,  come 
down,  and  coming  down  from  heaven,  and  many  of  the 
heavenly  citizens  dwell  there  already,  and  more  are  coming 
thither  to  dwell;  for  even  flx)m  the  east,  west,  north,  and 
south,  shall  the  gathering  bo,  to  sit  with  Abraham,  Isaac, 
and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  which  cannot  be  shaken ;  which 
kingdom  was  received  by  the  Christians  formerly  before  ' 
the  apostasy,  and  is  now  received  again,  biased  be  his 
name  who  lives  and  reigns  in  power  over  all  the  spirits  of 
darkness  and  deceit,  maintaining  his  pure  life  and  truth  in 
the  hearts  of  his  children,  in  despite  of  them  all. 

But  why  should  you  thus  err  in  heart  from  the  pure 
truth?  Why  should  you  not  open  to  him  that  knocks  in 
his  holy  power,  and  in  the  demonstrations  of  his  Spirit  to 
your  conscience  ?  Why  should  a  subtle  device  of  the  de- 
ceiver be  let  in  and  hugged  by  you,  to  cause  you  to  thrust 
him  back  from  your  hearts  who  is  the  Word  of  eternal  life, 
and  with  whom  are  the  words  of  eternal  life?  The  Lord 
God  discover  the  deep  deceits  of  the  enemy  to  you,  where 
he  captivateth  your  hearts  and  understandings,  that  it  may 
not  be  always  said  of  you,  as  it  was  of  the  Jews:  "He  came 
unto  his  own,  and  his  own  received  him  not"!  But  to  as 
many  as  received  him,  ho  gave  power  in  the  day  of  his 
flesh;  and  he  giveth  much  more  power  to  them  that  receive 
him  in  spirit  (in  the  day  of  his  Spirit)  to  become  the  sons 
of  God.  And  because  they  are  sons,  he  poureth  out  abun- 
dantly of  his  Spirit  upon  them ;  and  he  that  hath  the  Spirit 
hath  the  Son;  and  he  that  hath  the  Son  hath  life:  but  ho 
that  hath  not  the  Son  (but  blasphemeth  the  appearance  and 
light  of  his  Spirit)  hath  not  life,  but  is  yet  in  dmt  wisdom 
and  knowledge  which  is  death,  and  ivhich  keeps  him  dead. 

Now  the  Lonl  of  his  tender  mercy  make  you  sensible  o^ 
and  pardon  your  opposing  and  resisting  his  truth;  and  also 
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caQBe  the  light  of  life  to  shine  in  your  hearts,  quickening 
and  guiding  you  thereby  out  of  the  land  of  death  and  dark- 
ness, into  the  holy  land  of  life;  that  all  that  sincerely 
breathe  after  truth  may  (through  the  faithful  travel)  come 
to  sit  down,  dwell,  and  feed  together  in  it,  in  the  one 
power,  in  the  one  life,  in  the  one  Holy  Spirit,  where  is 
pure  rest  and  peace,  perfect  joy  and  satisfection  for  ever- 
more.   Amen. 


SOME    QUERIES 

concbrnino 

Chbist,  and  his  appbabakcbs;  his  ta£xnq  upon  him  our 

FLBSH:   as  also  CONCBBNINO  HI^FLBSH  and  BLOOD,  AND 
OUB  BEING  FOBMSD  THEBEOF,  AND  FEEDINO  THEREON. 

Query  1.  Whbthbb  there  was  not  a  necessity  of  Christ's 
taking  upon  him  our  flesh,  for  the  redemption  of  those  that 
liad  sinned,  and  the  satis&ction  of  the  justice  offended? 

Query  2.  Whether  the  Father  did  not  accordingly  prepare 
a  body  for  him,  to  do  bis  will  in  all  things  in;  and  particu- 
larly to  offer  up  to  him  the  acceptable  sacrifice  for  the  sins 
of  the  whole  world? 

Query  8.  Whether  it  was  not  necessary,  in  this  respect 
also,  that  Christ  should  take  upon  him  our  flesh,  that  he 
might  have  experience  of  our  temptations  and  infirmities, 
and  become  a  merciful  and  &ithful  high-priest  and  inter- 
cessor for  us. 

Queiy  4.  Wherein  lay  the  value  and  worth  of  his  sacri- 
fice, and  of  all  he  did?  Did  it  lie  chiefly  in  the  thing  done, 
or  in  the  life  wherein  he  did  it,  in  that  he  did  it  in  the  pure 
faith  and  obedience  to  the  Father?  He  became  obedient 
unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross;  and  he,  through 
the  eternal  Spirit,  offered  himself  without  spot  to  God. 

Query  6.  What  was  he,  for  whom  the  Father  prepared  a 
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body,  and  who  took  it  up  to  do  the  will,  and  did  the  will 
in  it?  Was  he  not  the  arm  of  God,  the  power  of  God,  the 
Saviour  and  salvation  of  God,  the  Jesus  and  Christ  of  God  ? 

Query  6.  To  whom  do  the  names  and  titles  Jesus  and 
Chi-ist  chiefly  and  in  the  first  place  belong?  Do  they  be- 
long to  the  body  which  was  taken  by  him,  or  to  him  who 
took  the  body?  The  body  hath  its  nature  and  properties, 
and  the  eternal  "Word,  or  Son  of  God  (the  pure,  spotless 
Lamb,  the  fountain  of  innocency),  its  nature  and  properties. 
Now  the  query  is,  which  was  the  appointed  Saviour  of  the 
Father?  Which  was  the  anointed  of  the  Father,  chiefly, 
and  in  the  first  place?  Whether  the  body  prepared,  or  he 
for  whom  the  body  was  prepared,  to  do  the  will,  and  oflfer 
up  the  acceptable  sacrifice  in  ? 

Query  7.  Which  is  Christ's  flesh  and  blood  which  we  are 
to  partake  of,  whereof  we  are  to  be  formed,  which  we  are 
to  eat  and  drink,  and  which  is  meat  and  drink  indeed,  nour- 
ishing to  life  everlasting?  Is  it  the  flesh  and  blood  of  the 
body,  which  was  prepared  for,  and  taken  by  him,  wherein 
he  tabernacled  and  appeared?  Or  is  it  the  flesh  and  blood 
of  him  who  took,  tabernacled,  and  appeared  in  the  body? 
For  that  which  he  took  ujwn  him  was  our  garment,  even 
the  flesh  and  blood  of  onr  nature,  which  is  of  an  earthly, 
perishing  nature;  but  he  is  of  an  eternal  nature,  and  his 
flesh  and  blood  and  bones  are  of  his  nature.  Now  as  the 
life  and  nature  which  is  begotten  in  his  is  spiritual,  so  that 
which  feeds,  and  is  the  nourishment  of  it,  must  needs  be  of 
a  spiritual  and  eternal  nature. 

Querj'  8.  What  is  the  bread  which  came  down  from 
heaven?  Is  not  the  breod  and  the  flesh  all  one?  Outwardly- 
visible  flesh  and  blood  was  not  in  heaven,  nor  came  down 
from  heaven ;  but  the  bread  of  life  did  come  down  from 
heaven,  which  the  heavenly  birth  feeds  on  and  lives  by. 
For  that  which  redeems,  that  which  is  Jesus  (the  Saviour), 
came  down  from  heaven,  and  took  upon  him  a  body  of  flesh 
here  on  earth,  in  which  he  manifested  himself  as  King, 
Priest,  and  Prophet,  and  did  the  \\X)rk  appointed  him  by 
the  Father.  John  xvii.  1,  &e. 
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Query  9.  What  was  that  which  saved  people  outwardly 
from  their  outward  inftrmittes  and  diseases,  while  Christ 
was  on  earth  in  that  hody?  Was  it  the  body,  or  the  life, 
power,  and  Spirit  of  the  Father  within  the  body,  and  mani- 
fest through  the  body?  And  can  anything  less  save  in- 
wardly? Now  that  which  saves,  that  which  hath  the  virtue 
and  power  of  salvation  in  it, — ^that  the  eye  of  faith  is  to  fix 
upon,  and  not  to  stick  or  stop  in  that  through  which  the 
life  works  it. 

Query  10.  Who  was  he  that  humbled  himself,  that  made 
himself  of  no  reputation,  that  took  upon  him  the  fonn  of  a 
servant,  and  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men,  and  found  iu 
fashion,  or  habit,  as  a  man  ?  Was  it  the  body  of  flesh,  or 
was  it  he  that  was  glorified  of  the  Father  before  the  world 
was?  And  who  is  to  have  the  honor  and  exaltation?  At 
whose  name  is  every  knee  to  bow?  Is  not  the  reward  to 
him  who  laid  down  his  glory  to  take  upon  him  the  body  of 
flesh,  and  appear  in  it,  that  he  might  honor,  glorify,  and 
fulfil  the  will  of  his  Father? 

Query  11.  Are  not  the  children  and  he  of  one?  Are  not 
he  and  they  of  the  same  stock?  ("Both  he  that  sanctitieth, 
and  they  who  are  sanctified,  are  all  of  one."  Ileb.  ii.  11.) 
Is  it  not  from  thence  that  he  is  not  ashamed  to  call  thom 
brethren,  even  because  he  finds  the  nature,  Spirit,  and  life 
of  his  Father  in  them?  What  makes  a  child  to  God?  Is 
it  not  the  being  begotten  of  the  Father,  and  born  of  the 
Spirit?  And  that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is  Spirit.  Xow 
mark:  have  we  the  denomination  and  rehition  with  Chyist 
from  that  which  is  spiritual,  and  hath  Christ  himself  the 
name  from  or  because  of  the  body  of  flesh?  Nay,  nay;  the 
name  Christ  was  from  the  anointing  which  was  in  the  body, 
which  ran  into  and  filled  the  veasel.  It  i^  true,  the  body, 
in  and  by  the  union,  partakes  with  him  of  his  name;  but 
the  name  belongs  chiefly  and  most  property  to  the  treasure 
iu  the  vessel. 

Query  12.  What  is  it  to  put  on  Climt,  or  what  is  the  put- 
ting on  of  Christ?  Is  it  the  putting  on  of  that  body  of  flesh  ? 
Or  the  putting  on  a  belief  concerning  hint,  according  to 


44  THE  WORKS  OF 

what  IB  said  of  him  in  scripture?  Or  is  it  not  rather  a  put- 
ting on  of  his  nature,  his  seed,  his  Spirit,  his  life,  wherewith 
the  souls  of  those  that  are  bom  from  above  are  clothed,  as 
the  body  is  with  a  garment? 

Query  18,  Who  was  it  that  said,  I  am  the  resurrection 
and  the  life?  Was  it  not  Christ?  And  what  did  he  say  it 
concerning?  Did  he  say  it  concerning  the  body,  or  did  he 
say  it  concerning  the  power  and  virtue  of  the  Father  which 
was  in  the  body?  Did  he  not  say  it  concerning  that  which 
liad  the  power  of  life  in  it  before  it  took  up  the  body,  and 
had  also  the  power  of  life  while  it  was  in  the  body?  yea, 
and  could  raise  up  not  only  other  bodies,  but  that  also  after 
it  had  laid  it  down?  For  after  it  was  Imd  in  the  grave,  he 
could  raise  it  uf),  and  take  it  on  again,  as  well  as  he  did  at 
first,  when  it  was  first  prepared.  John  x*  17, 1& 

Query  14.  K  I,  or  any  one  else,  have  felt  the  saving  arm 
of  the  Lord  revealed  in  us;  if  we  have  felt  a  measure  of  the 
same  life,  power,  and  anointing  revealed  in  our  vessels  as 
was  revealed  in  his,  is  it  not  of  the  same  nature?  Ib  it  not 
the  same  thing?  Is  not  Christ  the  seed?  And  is  not  this 
seed  sown  in  the  heart?  Now  if  this  seed  spring  and  grow 
up  in  nie  into  a  spiritual  shape  and  form  (though  it  be  but 
of  a  babe),  is  not  Christ  then  formed  in  me?  If  I  be  in* 
grafted  into,  and  grow  up  in  it,  am  I  not  ingrafted  into 
Christ  (the  true  olive-tree,  the  true  vine),  and  do  I  not  grow 
up  in  him?  And  is  not  this  the  same  Christ  ttiat  took  upon 
liim  the  body  of  flesh,  and  ofiered  it  without  the  gates  of 
Jerusalem?  Is  there  any  more  than  one,  or  is  there  any 
other  than  he?  Is  Christ  divided?  Is  there  one  Christ  with* 
in,  and  another  without?  He  that  knoweth  the  least  meas- 
ure of  the  thing,  doth  lie  not  know  the  thing  in  some  meas- 
ure? And  he  that  is  in  the  least  measure  of  the  thing,  is 
he  not  in  the  thing?  He  that  knoweth  the  Son,  doth  he  not 
know  the  Father?  And  he  that  knoweth  the  Spirit,  doth 
he  not  also  know  the  Son  ?  And  he  that  is  in  the  Spirit,  is 
he  not  in  the  Son?  For  they  are  one  nature  and  being.  A 
man  may  have  notions  of  the  one,  and  not  of  the  other;  but 
their  nature,  their  being,  their  life,  their  virtue,  is  insepar- 
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able.  And  as  Christ  said  concerning  the  Father, — ^that  he 
was  in  the  Fatiier,  aod  the  Father  in  him ;  and  that  he  that 
saw  him  saw  the  Father;  so  may  it  not  be  as  tml j  affirmed 
(in  the  tme  sense  and  itfbderstanding  of  life)  concerning 
Christy  that  he  is  in  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  in  him ;  and 
that  he  that  seeth  the  Spirit  seeth  him ;  and  he  that  seeth 
him  seeth  the  Spirit?  For  he  is  the  Spirit,  according  to  that 
scripture,  2  Cor.  iii.  17.  "Now  the  Lord  is  that  Spirit;  and 
where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  liberty."  What  to 
do?  Why,  to  see  and  read  within  the  veil,  and  to  behold 
the  glory  of  the  Lord,  which  is  revealed  there;  which  they 
whom  the  veil  was  over  formerly,  or  whom  the  veil  is  over 
now,  have  not  liberty  to  do.  Here  is  confusion  and  impos- 
sibility to  man's  wisdom ;  that  Christ  should  be  all  one 
with  the  Spirit;  that  Christ  should  send  the  Spirit  in  his 
name,  and  also  himself  be  the  Spirit  whom  he  sends.  (This 
is  a  hard  saying,  who  can  bear  it?)  And  yet  this  confiisiou 
to  man  is  God's  wisdom,  and  precious  in  their  eye  who  are 
taught  of  him. 

For  it  is  one  and  the  same  Christ  that  was  signified  in 
types  and  shadows  under  the  law,  revealed  in  the  fulness  of 
time  in  that  prepared  body,  and  afterwards  in  Spirit  Now 
after  he  was  ascended,  he  received  the  Spirit  so  as  he  had 
not  received  him  before;  and  so  having  received  the  prom- 
ise of  the  Father,  he  so  dispenseth  the  Spirit  to  his  brethren 
and  disciples,  as  it  had'not  been  dispensed  before.  Indeed 
he  comforted  and  refreshed  his  people  under  the  law  by  his 
Holy  Spirit,  which  was  their  instructor  then,  Neh.  ix.  20. 
and  taught  them  the  things  of  Ood  under  types,  shadows, 
and  resemUances.  When  he  came  in  the  body,  he  chose 
out  disciples,  whom  he  taught  the  things  of  the  kingdom, 
and  was  a  refresher  and  comforter  of  them  therein.  And 
was  not  this  another  comforter  than  those  had  under  the 
law  ?  Had  the  Jews  before  ever  any  such  comforter,  as 
Christ  was  to  his  disciples  in  his  bodily  presence?  Now 
when  he  ascends,  he  receives  the  Spirit  from  the  Father,  as 
the  Father  had  promised  him ;  and  having  so  received  him, 
he  sends  him  to  them  for  their  comforter.    And  may  not 
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thisjustly  be  termed  another  comforter  than  Christ  was  in 
his  bodily  presence?  And  yet  is  it  not  also  the  same  Spirit 
of  life,  that  had  been  with  them  in  that  body?  3o  tliat  it  is 
another  in  the  way  of  administrati^li,  but  the  aame  in  buI>- 
stance;  even  the  Word  which  was  froni  the  beginning;  the 
Spirit  which  was  from  everlasting;  and  to  everlasting  there 
is  no  other. 

Now  as  the  Father  sent  the  Son,  and  yet  was  with  and  in 
the  Son,  «o  the  Sou  sending  the  Spirit,  he  also  ia  with  and 
in  the  Spirit  And  as  it  in  the  Father*s  will,  that  the  same 
honor  be  given  to  the  Son  as  is  given  to  him ;  so  it  is  the 
Son's  pleasure,  that  the  same  honor  be  given  to  his  Spirit 
as  is  given  to  him.  Yea,  aa  he  that  will  worship  the  Father, 
must  worship  the  Son,  must  come  to  him  in  the  Son,  must 
appear  before  him  in  the  Son,  must  reverence  and  kiss  the 
Son ;  so  he  that  will  come  to  Christ,  will  worship  him,  must 
come  to  him  in  the  Spirit^  must  1x>w  to  him  in  the  Spirit. 
Yea,  he  that  will  know  and  worship  Christ  in  his  fulness 
(in  the  majosty  of  his  glory,  dominion,  and  power),  must 
learn  to  bow  at  the  lowest  appearance  of  his  light  and  Spirit, 
even  at  the  very  feet  of  Jesus ;  for  that  is  the  lowest  part  of 
the  body. 

Query  15.  Did  not  the  bridegroom  go  away,  as  to  his  ap- 
pearance in  flesh,  that  he  might  come  again  in  Spirit?  Did 
not  the  apostles,  who  knew  his  appearance  in  flesh,  and  his 
tabernacling  among  them,  know  also  afterwards  his  appear- 
ance in  Spirit,  and  his  tabeniacling  in  them?  And  were 
not  their  hearts  fllled  with  joy  unspeakable,  and  full  of 
glory,  because  of  the  presence  of  the  bridegroom?  Did  they 
not  know  the  man-child  bom  and  brought  forth  in  Spirit, 
m  really  as  ever  he  was  born  and  brought  forth  in  flesh? 
Yea,  did  they  not  travail  and  help  to  bring  him  forth? 
Were  there  not  many  in  tliat  day,  who  could  aay  concern- 
ing the  spiritual  and  inward  appearance  of  the  bridegroom: 
We  know  that  the  Sou  of  God,  the  eternal  life,  the  pure 
power  and  wisdom  of  the  Father  is  come?  Did  they  not 
receive  from  him  the  understanding  which  he  gives  in  and 
by  his  coming?    Yea,  were  they  not  in  him  that  is  true, 
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even  iu  Jesus  Christ  the  Son,  who  is  the  true  God,  and  life 
eternal?  1  John  v.  20.  Had  they  not  received  the  kingdom 
which  could  not  be  shaken  ?  And  did  they  never  see  and 
converse  with  the  King  iu  the  kingdom  ?  Nay,  did  not  ho 
walk  in  th^m,  and  they  in  him,  and  he  sap  with  them,  and 
they  with  him,  in  the  kingdom?  Oh  that  ye  could  read  iu 
Spirit!  Oh  that  ye  did  receive  that  measure  of  life  from 
Christ,  which  the  Father  hath  allotted  you,  that  ye  might 
read  therein!  hut  the  letter,  read  out  of  the  Spirit,  darkcu- 
cth  and  killeth. 

Query  16.  What  is  the  laver  of  regeneration,  or  the  water 
wherewith  the  said  is  washed,  and  whereof  a  man  is  bom 
again  ?  Is  it  outward  or  inward  ?  Is  it  the  water  which 
ran  out  of  the  side  of  the  natural  body,  when  it  was  pierceil 
with  a  spear?  Or  the  water  which  springs  from  the  foun- 
tain of  life,  the  water  which  floweth  from  the  Spirit?  What 
are  the  waters  which  corrupt,  mud,  and  defile  the  mind? 
Are  they  outward  waters  ?  And  what  are  the  waters  which 
purify  and  cleanse  it?  Can  they  be  of  a  lower  nature  than 
spiritual?  What  are  the  waters  which  answer  the  thirst  of 
the  soul  after  life,  after  purity,  after  salvation ;  that  refresh 
and  glad  the  heart  of  him  that  drinketh  thereof?  Are  tlicy 
not  from  the  pure  river,  clear  as  crystal,  which  runs  from 
the  throne?  And  if  the  water  which  cleanseth  and  nour- 
isheth  the  sotd  be  spiritual;  can  the  flesh  and  blood  (which 
fiiUeth  not  short  of  the  water  in  its  virtues,  properties,  and 
operations)  be  inferior  to  it  iu  nature  and  kind? 

Query  17.  Can  outward  blood  cleanse  the  conscience? 
Ye  that  are  spiritual  consider.  Can  outward  water  wash 
the  soul  clean  ?  Ye  that  have  ever  felt  the  blood  of  sprink- 
ling from  the  Lord  upon  your  consciences,  and  your  con- 
sciences cleansed  thereby;  did  ye  ever  feel  it  to  be  outward? 
It  is  one  thing  what  a  man  apprehends  (in  the  way  of  no- 
tion) from  the  letter  concerning  the  things  of  God,  and 
another  thing  what  a  man  feels  in  Spirit 

Query  18.  Seeing  the  apostle  speaks  of  purifying  the 
heavenly  things  themselves,  Ileb.  ix.  23.  it  would  seriously 
be  inquired  into,  and  the  Lord  waited  on,  to  know  what 
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nature  these  sacrifices  must  be  of,  which  cleanse  the  hear, 
enly  things?  Whether  ^ley  must  not  of  necessity  be 
heavenly  f  If  so,  then  whether  was  it  the  flesli  and  blood 
of  the  veil,  or  tiie  flesh  and  blood  within  the  veil?  Whether 
was  it  the  flesh  and  blood  of  the  outward,  earthly  nature, 
or  the  flesh  and  blood  of  the  inward,  spiritual  nature? 
Whether  was  it  the  flesh  and  blood  which  Christ  took  of 
the  first  Adam*s  nature,  or  tlie  flesh  and  blood  of  the  second 
Adam's  nature? 

Query  19.  What  is  that,  wherein  they  that  arc  in  the 
Spirit,  behold  as  in  a  glass,  with  open  face,  the  glory  of 
the  Lord?  Is  it  not  Christ?  And  how  is  Christ  so?  Is 
it  not  as  he  is  made  manifest  in  Spirit?  Doth  he  know 
Christ  aright,  or  believe  in  him  aright,  that  knoweth  him 
according  to  liis  bodily  appearance  (that  can  relate,  and 
firmly  believe,  what  he  did  therein),  or  he  that  kuoweth  and 
bclicvcth  in  his  Spirit  and  power?  Henceforth  know  we 
no  man  after  the  flesh;  no,  not  Christ,  salth  the  apostle, 
though  we  have  known  him  so.  What  meaneth  that? 
The  same  thing  maybe  known  several  ways:  outwardly, 
inwardly;  according  to  the  flesh,  acconling  to  the  Spirit. 
Now,  if  ye  arc  of  the  Spirit,  live  in  the  Spirit;  if  ye  live  in 
the  Spirit,  know  in  the  Spirit  the  things  of  God  after  the 
Spirit,  as  the  Spirit  reveals,  as  that  which  is  born  of  God 
receives;  and  not  as  the  wisdom,  understanding,  reason, 
and  flesh  of  man  can  receive ;  and  then  ye  will  come  into 
fellowship  with  Christ,  both  in  his  death  and  resurrection, 
and  know  indeed  the  resurrection  both  of  the  life  and  of 
the  body:  which  to  know,  and  be  able  to  acknowledge  iu 
Jesus,  is  very  precious. 

Query  20.  Hath  not  Christ  made  us  kings  and  priests  to 
God,  even  his  Father?  What  is  'it  that  is  the  king  and 
priest  in  us?  And  if  we  be  priests,  must  we  not  have 
somewhat  to  ofter?  What  have  we  to  ofter?  And  what 
makes  our  sacrifices  savory  and  acceptable?  Is  it  not 
that  of  his  Spirit,  that  of  his  lite,  which  is  in  them?  Is  it 
not  the  fiiith,  the  love,  the  obedience,  which  are  all  of  him, 
wherein  they  are  oftered  ?    If  we  should  give  our  bodies  to 
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be  bunied  (in  the  way  of  testifying  to  truth),  without  this 
would  they  be  accepted?  If  we  give  but  a  cup  of  cold  wa- 
ter in  this,  is  it  not  accepted? 

Now,  is  the  life,  the  faith,  the  obedience  of  the  Son,  the 
thing  which  is  of  value  in  us?  And  was  it  not  the  same 
which  was  of  value  in  him?  What  did  the  Father  require 
of  the  Son,  for  satisfaction  for  Adam*s  disobedience?  Was 
it  not  the  obedience  of  the  second  Adam,  which  weighed 
down  the  transgression  and  disobedience  of  the  first?  Doth 
not  this  make  all  righteous  (who  are  of  him,  and  found  in 
his  nature),  as  the  transgression  of  the  first  made  all  un- 
righteous? Rom.  v.  19.  Sacrifice  and  oftering  thou  wouldst 
not.  Lo,  I  come  to  do  thy  will,  O  God!  (IIo  taketh  away 
the  first,  that  he  may  establish  the  second.)  By  the  which 
will  we  are  sanctified,  through  the  offering  of  the  body  of 
Jesus  Christ  once  for  all.  Ileb.  x.  9.  10.  What  can  be 
plainer  to  that  which  hath  truth's  ear?  So  by  truth  mani- 
fested in  the  heart,  there  is  nothing  denied  of  what  is  said 
concerning  Christ  in  scripture,  hut  every  thing  owned,  be- 
lieved, and  received  in  its  proper  place* 

Query  21.  Who  is  the  Captain  of  our  salvation  ?  Who 
is  it  that  girdeth  himself  with  might,  riding  on  conquering 
and  to  conquer  all  the  enemies  of  the  soul?  Is  it  not  the 
Lamb?  Is  it  not  Christ?  Is  it  not  he  whose  name  is 
called  the  IVonio/  Godf  And  yet  how  oaii  it  be  he?  Is 
not  he  to  sit  at  God's  right  hand,  until  his  enemies  be  made 
his  footstool? 

Query  22.  Wliat  is  the  water  and  Spirit,  whereof  a  man 
must  be  born  again,  or  ho  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God? 
Is  it  Christ's  flesh  and  blood,  or  no?  His  flesh  saw  no  cor- 
ruption ;  and  incorruptible  flesh  and  blood  may  enter  the 
kingdom,  though  conniptible  cannot. 

Query  23.  What  did  all  the  types,  veils,  and  shadows 
under  the  law  signify?  Did  they  signify  another  veil  ?  Did 
they  signify  or  shadow  out  that  which  was  outward?  Or 
did  they  shadow  out  and  signify  that  inward  life,  virtue, 
and  saving  power,  which  was  the  substance  of  all  ? 

Query  24.  Is  not  the  substance,  the  life,  the  anointing, 
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called  Christ,  wherever  it  is  fonnd?  Doth  not  the  name 
belong  to  the  whole  body  (and  every  member  in  the  body) 
as  well  as  to  the  head?  Are  they  not  all  of  one;  yea,  all 
one  in  the  anointing?  Was  not  this  the  great  desire  of  his 
heart  to  the  Father,  that  they  all  might  be  one,  even  as  the 
Father  and  Christ  were  one.  John  xvii.  21,  23.  And  so 
being  one  in  the  same  Spirit  (one  in  the  same  life,  one  in 
the  same  divine  nature,  2  Pet.  i.  4.  even  partakers  of  God's 
holiness.  Heb.  xii.  10.),  Christ  is  not  ashamed  to  call  them 
brethren,  Heb.  ii.  11.  nor  is  the  apostle  ashamed  to  give 
them  the  name  Christ  together  with  him.  1  Cor.  xii.  12. 
The  body  is  the  same  with  the  head;  one  and  the  same  in 
nature;  and  doth  not  the  name  belong  to  the  nature  in  the 
whole?  So  that  the  name  is  not  given  to  the  vessel,  but  to 
the  nature,  to  the  heavenly  treasure,  to  that  which  is  of 
him  in  the  vessel,  to  that  which  the  Lord  fmm  heaven  be- 
gets in  his  own  image  and  likeness,  of  his  own  substance, 
of  his  own  seed,  of  his  own  Spirit  and  pure  life. 

Query  25.  What  was  that  live  coal  from  the  altar,  whore- 
by  the  prophet  Isaiah's  iniquity  was  taken  away,  and  his 
sin  purged?  Isa.  vi.  6,  7.  Can  any  thing  purge  away  sin, 
but  the  blood  of  Christ? 

Query  26.  What  are  the  leaves  of  the  tree  of  life,  which 
are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations?  Is  not  Christ  the  tree 
of  life?  Is  there  any  other  tree  of  life  besides  him?  Is 
there  any  other  healer?  And  what  do  those  leaves  of  the 
tree  of  life  heal  the  nations  of?  Do  they  not  heal  them  of 
their  sins,  and  of  the  sicknesses  and  distempers  of  their 
souls  because  of  their  sins?  And  have  these  leaves  any  of 
the  blood  of  Christ  in  them,  or  no  ? 

Query  27.  Is  not  Christ  the  true  vine,  the  true  olive-tree; 
the  living  vine,  the  living  olive-troe;  the  spiritual  vine,  the 
spiritual  olive-tree;  into  which  all  the  spiritually-living  are 
ingrafted  ?  As  the  Father  is  the  husbandman ;  so  is  not 
the  Son  the  vine?  And  hath  not  this  spiritual,  this  etenial 
vine  in  it  juice  and  sap  of  an  etenial  nature?  And  is  not 
this  sap  its  blood? 

Query  28.  Is  there  not  a  choice  vine,  to  which  the  foal 
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and  ass's  colt  of  the  seed  of  Jiidah  is  tied?  And  are  not 
the  garments  and  clothes  of  the  true  Jews  washed  in  the 
wine,  and  in  the  blood  of  the  grapes  of  this  vino?  Gen. 
xlix,  11. 

Query  29.  What  Is  that  which  the  earthly  nature  slays? 
And  what  is  the  blood  which  the  earthly  nature  shall  dis- 
close, and  the  slain  which  it  shall  no  more  cover? 

Query  30.  What  are  the  robes  which  are  washed  and 
made  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb?  And  how  arc  they 
washed  and  made  white  therein  ?  And  what  is  the  blood 
(of  what  nature,  earthly  or  spiritual?)  wherein  they  are 
washed  and  made  white? 

Query  31.  What  is  it  to  have,  or  how  come  we  to  have, 
fellowship  with  Christ  in  his  death,  and  to  suffer  and  be 
crucified  with  him?  Is  it  by  having  our  natural  bodies 
crucified  on  the  same  cross  of  wood  (or  some  such  like  one) 
as  his  body  was  crucified  on,  or  by  having  the  fleshly  nat- 
lire  crucified,  subdued,  and  worn  out  of  our  souls,  minds, 
si>irits,  &c.,  by  the  power  of  the  Spirit?  Rom.  viii.  13. 
Xow  if  the  flesh  we  are  to  put  ofl:*  be  of  such  a  nature  and 
kind;  to  wit,  inwardly  and  spiritually  corrupt;  must  not 
the  flesh  of  Christ,  which  we  are  to  put  on  instead  thereof, 
be  of  as  deep,  inward,  and  spiritual  a  nature?  Wliat  is  the 
flesh  whereof  we  are  to  be  unclothed,  before  we  can  be 
clothed  with  Christ?  is  it  outward  or  bodily?  And  what 
is  Christ's  flesh  we  are  to  put  on  ?  is  that  any  more  outward 
or  bodily  than  that  which  we  are  to  put  offl 

Query  82.  Is  not  the  flesh  and  blood,  which  they  that 
have  eternal  life  feed  on,  and  which  nourisheth  them  up  to 
life  eternal  (they  continuing  to  feed  thereon,  and  not  feed- 
ing afterwards  on  strange  flesh,  and  strange  blood), — ^I  say, 
is  not  this  flesh  and  blood  Spirit  and  life?  For  that  is  it 
which  profiteth.  John  vi.  68.  Is  it  not  the  flesh  and  blood 
of  the  Woi-d?  Was  not  the  Word  made  flesh?  And  did 
not  the  Word,  who  was  made  flesh,  dwell  and  appear  in  a 
tabernacle  of  flesh,  and  cause  the  glory  of  his  own  divine 
flesh  to  shine  through  that  earthly  flesh?  Oh!  read  and 
consider,  that  ye  who  have  stumbled  and  mummred  against 
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I  ho  truth  mfty  stumble  or  murmur  no  more,  bit  now  at 
UMi^th  rocoive  tho  pure  and  precious  doctrine  di^eof  e'and 
Hit  vomo  to  witness  the  ftilfilling  of  that  promi^,  I^a.  zjox. 
18.  -24.)  and  praise  him  who  giveth  understandinsr. 

V)uor}*  88.  Is  not  the  true  church  flesh  of  Christ's  flesh, 
uiul  bone  of  his  bone?  Is  not  the  false,  or  antichri>tian 
I'hun^h,  flesh  of  antichrist's  flesh,  and  bone  of  antichrist's 
bono?  What  is  the  flesh  of  the  spiritual  whore,  which  is 
ti>  bo  Mtripped  naked  and  burnt  with  fire?  Shall  ever  the 
rlnuvh  which  is  of  Christ's  flesh  be  stripped  naked  and 
burnt  with  fire?  Nay,  doth  not  his  flesh  make  able  to 
abide  the  devouring  tire,  and  to  dwell  with  the  everiastinsr 
burnings? 

Query  84.  Wlmt  is  the  pure  milk  of  the  word,  which  is 
ndlkod  out  to  the  babes  from  the  pure  breast?  And  what 
U  tho  breast  from  which  it  is  milked  out?  Is  it  of  the  flesh 
(4'('hrlHt,  or  no? 

Query  85,  Are  not  tho  wicked  of  tho  seed  and  flesh  of 
tlio  werpont?  Is  not  that  the  body  of  flesh,  of  sin,  of  death, 
wliioh  U  to  bo  put  oft7  And  are  not  they  who  are  renewed 
ih  ttplrlt,  of  tho  soed  and  flesh  of  Christ?  Is  not  that  the 
iMMly  or  ^unnont  of  holiness,  of  righteousness,  of  life,  which 
ii  tn  1)0  )Mit  on? 

i^iiory  ^^^1'  1»<  It  not  jw  necessary  that  the  eternal  word  be 
iimmIm  Hm«Ii  liiwiinlly,  that  so  the  children  may  feed  on  him, 
a.i  \\  vvH^  (Wr  hitii  to  take  on  him  an  outward  body  of  flesh, 
(ii  n(i(ti<r  and  <IU»  11  >r  thorn,  and  to  fulfil  all  righteousness, 
liMlIt  mI  tho  U\w  of  tho  letter,  and  of  the  law  of  the  Spirit 

(JMiuy  H7     \^  thoro  not  that  which  spiritually  is  called 

ttiul|t|M  rtlid  l"lg>|»t  ?  And  do  not  they  which  dwell  there,  m- 

iHlHulbt^  (lirint'H  tlorth,  and  drinking  his  blood,  put 

lifill  |H  (uibi,  oruoltyiiig  it  in  ai\d  to  themselves,  tram- 

Hiiib*l  >Hh(  (lio  Non  of  (lod,  and  counting  the  blood  of 

MmmmH  (lit  MMhtily  thing?  Head  the  figure.    Did  not 

1^1  ti»MM'i  •iirtl'i'  U\  outwai^d  Kgypt?  Did  not  just  Lot 

III  HiMluuilf  \U\\\\  not  tho  spiritual  seed  suffer  in  and 
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by  spiritual  Egypt?   Doth  not  the  flesh  of  the  holy  and  just 
One  suffer  in  and  by  spiritual  Sodom? 

Query  88.  What  is  that  which  the  Gentile-Christians, 
who  are  not  Jews  inward,  circumcised  in  heart  and  spirit, 
who  know  not  the  inward  temple  (the  place  of  the  true 
Jews'  worship,  where  they  worship  the  Father  in  Spirit 
and  truth),  but  only  worship  in  the  outward  court,  which 
God  hath  cast  oft',  aud  left  out  of  his  measure,  Rev.  xi.  2. — 
I  say,  what  is  that  holy  city  which  these  Gentiles  tread  un- 
der foot  forty-two  months?  Is  it  the  church  which  is  of  the 
flesh  and  bones  of  Christ,  or  no? 

He  that  knoweth  the  substance,  the  seed  of  the  kingdom, 
the  birth  of  the  Spirit,  knoweth  the  flesh  and  blood  which 
is  of  the  seed.  And  this  flesh  is  flesh  indeed,  this  blood  is 
blood  indeed,  even  the  flesh  and  blood  of  the  seed's  nature ; 
but  the  other  was  but  the  flesh  and  blood  of  our  nature, 
which  he  honored  in  taking  upon  him,  in  which  he  did  the 
will,  in  which  he  oflfered  up  the  acceptable  sacrifice;  but 
yet  did  not  give  the  honor  from  his  own  flesh  and  blood  to 
it  For  the  flesh  and  blood  of  our  nature  was  not  his  own 
naturally,  but  only  as  he  pleased  to  take  it  upon  him  and 
make  it  his.  But  that  whereof  he  formeth  us,  aud  which 
he  giveth  us  to  eat  aud  drink,  is  the  flesh  and  blood  of  his 
own  nature;  and  this  was  it  wherein  was  the  virtue,  and 
wherein  is  the  virtue,  life,  and  power  for  ever.  Happy,  oh 
happy  is  he  who  is  of  it,  who  is  taken  out  of  and  formed  of 
him  (as  Eve  was  of  Adam),  and  so  becomes  flesh  of  hia 
flesh,  and  bone  of  his  bone !  Then  will  he  know  the  mys- 
tery of  life,  feed  on  the  thing  itself,  and  not  stumble  about 
appearances  aud  expressions,  as  those  that  are  out  of  and 
from  the  thing  itself  do,  through  the  darkness  of  their 
mind,  and  because  of  their  ignoi-ance  of  the  thing  spoken 
of  in  the  Scripturea, 
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An  Incitation  to  Professors  ssriouslv  to 
consider,  whether  they  or  we  fail  in  the  true  acknowl- 
edgment and  owning  of  the  christ  which 
DIED  AT  Jerusalem. 

AVe  who  are  commonly  called  Quakers,  being  a  people 
whom  the  Lord  hath  gathered  (out  of  the  wanderings,  out 
of  the  many  professions,  out  of  the  several  scattered  estates 
and  conditions,  wherein  his  eye  pitied  us,  and  his  love  found 
us  out)  into  a  measure  of  the  eternal  rest;  where  we  have 
found  that  life,  that  power,  that  manifestation  of  the  eternal 
Spirit,  and  that  redeeming  virtue,  which  we  never  were  be- 
fore distinctly  acquainted  with ; — ^I  say,  having  tasted  of  this, 
having  known  this,  having  felt  this,  and  come  to  a  real  en- 
joyment of  it,  in  some  degree,  in  our  several  measures,  we 
could  not  possibly  conceal  this  treasure,  but  in  bowels  of 
love  (and  in  the  movings  of  the  life  and  power  of  the  Spirit) 
have  been  drawn  to  testify  of  it  to  them  who  are  left  be- 
hind, grovelling  under  the  buixlen  of  corruption,  and  crying 
out  because  of  the  sin  and  bondage  from  the  powers  of 
darkness,  who  have  in  a  mist  withheld  their  eyes  from  bo- 
holding  tlmt  living  virtue,  which  is  able  to  save  (and  doth 
save,  blessed  be  his  name!)  therefrom. 

Now  this  we  have  often  found :  That  this  our  testimony 
hath  not  been  received  in  the  same  Spirit  and  love  wherein 
it  hath  gone  forth;  but  the  enemy,  by  his  subtlety,  hath 
raised  up  jealousies  concerning  us,  and  prejudices  against 
us,  as  if  we  denied  the  Scriptures  and  ordinances  of  God, 
and  that  Christ  that  died  at  Jerusalem;  professing  him 
only  in  words  (to  win  upon  others  by),  but  denying  him  in 
reality  and  substance. 

To  clear  this  latter  (for  my  heart  is  only  at  this  present 
drawn  out  concerning  that),  we  have  solemnly  professed,  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord  God  (who  hath  given  us  the  knowl- 
edge of  his  Son  in  life  and  power),  these  two  things. 

First,  That  we  do  really  in  our  hearts  own  that  Christ, 
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who  came  in  the  jfiilnem  of  time,  in  that  prepared  body,  to 
do  the  Father's  will  (hia  coming  into  the  world,  doctrine^ 
miracles,  snfferings,  death,  resurrection,  &e.)  in  plainness 
and  simplicity  of  heart,  recording  as  it  is  expressed  in  the 
letter  of  the  Scriptures 

Secondh',  That  Wc  own  no  other  Christ  than  that,  nor 
hold  forth  no  other  thing  for  Christ,  but  him  who  then  ap- 
peared, and  was  made  manifest  in  flesh* 

Now  it  would  be  nakedly  inquired  into  by  professors, 
what  is  the  reason  that  their  jealou^es  still  remain  concern- 
ing us,  and  why  they  are  still  so  ready  to  cast  this  upon  us. 
Certainly  if  they  did  know  and  own  the  same  thiug  with  us 
(in  the  Spirit,  and  in  the  power,  in  the  life,  and  in  the  love, 
which  is  of  the  truth),  this  prejudice  and  these  hard 
thoughts  could  not  remain.  But  if  they  themselves  do  not 
know  Christ  in  the  Spirit  (but  only  according  to  a  relation 
of  the  letter),  no  marvel  though  they  miss  both  of  the  Spir- 
it, and  of  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  letter;  and 
likewise  be  liable  to  clash  against  the  truth,  as  it  is  made 
manifest  in  others. 

And  indeed  the  Lord  hath  shown  me  in  Spirit  several 
times,  that  they  themselves  are  guilty  of  that  verj'  charge 
(and  that  he  will  so  implead  them  at  his  judgment-seat) 
which  they  cast  upon  us,  even  of  denj-ing  that  Christ  which 
died  at  Jerusalem  to  be  the  Christ.  For  he  that  owneth 
the  words  of  scripture,  as  he  apprehends  or  conceives  them 
in  the  reasonings  of  his  mind,  and  doth  not  wait  to  have 
them  revealed  in  the  Spirit,  keeping  out  of  his  own  reason- 
ings and  conceivings,  and  waiting  patiently  till  the  Lord 
open  the  thing  in  the  Spirit,  he  setteth  up  his  own  eonoeiv* 
ings,  or  an  image  in  his  mind,  of  the  mind  of  the  Spirit,  but 
misseth  of  the  thing  itself,  which  alone  is  known  in  the 
Spirit,  b}-  them  who  wait  upon  the  Spirit,  tlioro  to  reeei\t) 
it,  and  are  not  hasity  to  set  np  their  own  reasonings  and  im- 
aginations concerning  the  thing  in  the  mean  time* 

No  man  can  in  truth  call  Jesus  the  Lord,  but  by  the 
Spirit.  But  any  man  that  is  any  thing  serious,  and  weighs 
the  Scriptures  in  the  natural  i^irt,  may  so  learn  to  acknowK 
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edge  his  coming  into  the  world,  and  that  he  ia  Lord  and 
King,  &c.,  and  may  thus  call  him  Lonl,  yea,  and  kindle  a 
great  heat  in  his  affections  towards  him ;  hat  all  this  (out 
of  the  life,  out  of  the  Spirit)  is  but  man's  image,  which  he 
forms  in  his  mind,  in  his  reading  the  Scriptures,  and  ob- 
serving things  therefrom.  But  the  true  calling  Jesus  Lord 
is  from  the  feeling  of  his  eternal  virtue  in  the  Spirit,  and 
finding  the  Scriptures  opened  to  him  by  the  Spirit,  in  *a 
principle  which  is  above  the  reason,  comprehends  the  rea- 
son, and  confounds  and  brings  it  to  nothing. 

Again ;  there  is  no  true  knowledge  of  Christ,  no  living 
knowledge,  no  saving  knowledge,  no  knowledge  which 
hath  the  eternal  virtue  in  it,  but  that  which  is  received  and 
retained  in  a  measure  of  light  given  by  God  to  the  creature, 
in  the  faith  which  is  the  gift,  in  the  grace  which  is  super- 
natural and  spiritual;  whereas  tlie  reasoning  part  is  but 
natural.  And  such  as  have  received  tlie  spiritual  under- 
standing know  it  to  be  distinct  from  the  natural ;  and  we 
experimentally  find  a  very  clear  distinction,  between  script- 
ures searched  out  by  the  reasonings  of  the  mind  (and  so 
practices  drawn  therefrom),  and  scriptures  opened  by  the 
Spirit,  and  telt  in  the  life, 

Xow  that  profes8oi*a  generally  have  not  received  their 
knowledge  of  Christ  from  the  Spirit,  or  from  scriptures 
opened  in  the  Spirit  (and  so  know  not  the  thing,  but  only 
6uch  a  relation  of  the  thing  as  man's  reasoning  part  may 
ilrink  in  from  the  letter  of  the  Seriptures),  is  manifest  by 
this,  in  that  th^y  are  not  able  in  spirit  and  understanding 
to  distinguish  the  thing  itself  fron^  the  garment  wherewith 
it  was  clothed,  though  the  Scriptures  be  very  express  therein, 
gpeak  of  Christ  according  to  a  relation  of  the  letter,  there 
they  em  »ay  somewhat;  but  come  to  the  substance,  come 
to  the  spirit  of  the  thing,  qoxiiq  to  t)ie  thing  itself,  there 
they  stutter  and  stammer,  and  show  plainly  that  they  know 
liot  what  it  is. 

Xow  tha  Scriptures  do  ejcprpssjy  distinguish  between 
Christ  and  the  garment  which  he  wore;  between  him  that 
MJMf  dud  the  body  in  which  he  came;   between  the  sub- 


ISAAC  PEKIKGTON.  57 

stance  which  Was  veiled,  and  the  veil  which  veiled  it.  "Lo ! 
I  come;  a  body  hast  thou  prepared  me,"  There  is  plainly 
he,  and  the  body  in  which  he  came.  There  was  the  outward 
vessel,  and  the  inward  life.  This  we  certainly  know,  and 
can  never  call  the  bodily  garment  Christ,  but  that  which  ap- 
peared and  dwelt  in  the  body.  Now  if  ye  indeed  know  the 
Christ  of  God,  tell  us  plainly  what  that  is  which  appeared 
in  the  body, — ^whether  that  was  not  the  Christ  before  it 
took  up  the  body,  after  it  took  up  the  body,  and  for  ever. 

And  then  their  confining  of  Christ  to  that  body,  plainly 
manifesteth  that  they  want  the  knowledge  of  him  in  Spirit. 
For  Christ  is  the  Son  of  the  Father;  he  is  the  infinite  eter- 
nal Being,  one  with  the  Father,  and  with  the  Spirit,  and 
cannot  be  divided  from  either;  cannot  be  anywhere  where 
they  are  not,  nor  can  be  excluded  from  any  place  where 
they  are.  He  may  take  up  a  body,  and  appear  in  it;  but 
cannot  be  confined  to  be  nowhere  else  but  there;  no  not  at 
the  very  time  while  he  is  there.  Christ,  while  he  was  here 
on  earth,  yet  was  not  excluded  from  being  in  heaven  with 
the  Father  at  the  very  same  time ;  as  he  himself  said  concern- 
ing himself,  "The  Son  of  man  which  is  in  heaven.'*  John  iii. 
13.  Nor  was  the  Father  excluded  from  being  with  him  in 
the  body;  but  the  Father  was  in  him,  and  he  in  the  Father: 
whereupon  he  said  to  Philip,  "He  that  hath  seen  me  hath 
seen  the  Father."  What!  did  every  one  that  saw  that  body, 
see  the  Father  also?  Nay,  not  so;  but  he  that  saw  Christ, 
the  Son  of  the  living  God,  whom  flesh  and  blood  revealed 
not,  but  the  Father  only  (Mat.  xvi.  16,  17.),  he  saw  the  Fa- 
ther also. 

O  friends !  look  to  your  knowledge  of  Christ,  and  to  your 
faith  and  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  and  to  your  prayers 
also;  for  it  is  easy  missing  of  the  living  substance  in  all 
these,  and  meeting  with  a  shadow;  which  may  please,  and 
make  a  great  show  in  the  earthly  part,  in  the  natural  under- 
standing  and  affections,  but  satisfieth  not  the  soul,  or  that 
which  is  bom  after  the  Spirit,  but  still  the  eiy  goes  out 
(where  the  soul  is  awakened)  after  truth,  substance,  life, 
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virtue  from  God's  Spirit  in  the  spirit  which  it  alone  can  feed 
upon. 

These  four  things  following  I  am  certain  of;  which  he 
that  Cometh  into  the  true  light,  shall  infallibly  experience 
them  there. 

First,  That  nothing  can  save  but  the  knowledge  of  Christ, 
oven  of  that  very  Christ,  and  no  other,  who  took  upon  him 
the  prepared  body,  and  offered  it  up  at  Jerujialem . 

Secondly,  That  no  knowledge  of  Christ  can  save  but  the 
living  knowledge.  Not  a  knowledge  of  him  after  the  letter 
(which  the  carnal  part  may  get  much  of,  and  value  itself 
much  by),  but  a  knowledge  of  him  in  the  Spirit;  which  is 
only  given  to  that  which  is  begotten  and  born  of  the  Spirit, 
and  only  retained  by  that  which  abides  and  remains  in  the 
Spirit,  and  runs  not  out  into  the  fleshly  reasonings,  imag- 
inings, and  conceivings,  about  the  things  mentioned  in  the 
Seripturea. 

Thii-dly,  That  that  man  who  knowcth  not  Christ  in  Spir- 
it, nor  keepeth  close  to  him  in  spirit;  but  (through  dark- 
ness and  misguidance  of  the  spirit  of  deceit)  calleth  the 
filiinings  of  his  ligJit  (his  reproofs,  his  checks  for  tliat  wliich 
is  evil,  and  his  secret  motions  to  that  which  is  good)  natu- 
itil;  this  man,  though  he  seem  to  own  Christ  ever  so  much 
according  to  the  letter,  yet  in  truth  denies  hinu 

Fourthly,  He  that  denies  Christ,  in  his  knockings  and 
visitations  of  him  in  liis  own  heart,  and  before  men  in  tlie 
truths  which  he  holds  forth  by  his  servants  and  ministers 
of  his  Spirit,  him  will  he  deny  before  his  Father  in  heaven. 

Oh!  I  beseech  you  do  not  trifle  about  these  things  (for 
they  are  exceeding  weighty),  lest  ye  perish  from  the  way  I 
For  missing  of  the  Saviour,  ye  must  needs  also  miss  of  the 
salvation.  Oh  that  ye  knew  your  state,  as  God  knows  it  to 
be,  and  as  it  is  certainly  known  and  felt,  in  the  measure  of 
his  life  and  Holy  Spirit,  by  those  which  God  hath  gathered 
thither,  and  whose  eyes  he  hath  opened,  and  preserveth 
open  there !  glory  bo  to  his  name  therefor:  yea,  glor)%  glory, 
gloiy,  and  everlasting  praises  be  sung  to  him  throughout 
all  the  holy  land ;  yea,  in  the  very  heights  of  Zion,  by  the 
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souls  of  the  redeemed,  from  henceforth  and  for  evermore, 
amen :  whose  mercy,  love,  grace,  wisdom,  power,  and  rich 
goodness  remaineth  and  endnreth  for  ever;  by  and  hi  which 
the  redeemed  lived  to  his  praise,  who  have  overcome  by  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb,  whose  blood  they  know  what  it  is,  and 
none  else  knoweth  it,  but  they  who  feel  the  sprinkling  and 
virtue  of  it.  Lo !  this  is  our  God,  we  have  waited  for  him, 
and  how  can  we  but  be  glad,  and  rejoice  in  his  salvation ! 
Oh !  let  all  that  live  by  the  breath  of  thy  power,  and  drink 
of  thy  streams,  sing  praise  unto  thee,  and  exalt  thy  great 
and  wonderful  name  for  ever  and  ever ! 


Some  Propositions  and  Considerations 

CONCERNING  THE  NaTXJRE   OF   ChURCH  WORSHIPS  AND  ORDI- 
NANCES SINCE  THE  DAYS  OF  THE  APOSTLES,  FOR  THE  SAKE 
OF  THE  SIMPLICITY  WHICH  HATH  BEEN  LONG 
HELD  CAPTIVE  THEREIN. 

He  that  would  know  the  true  state  of  the  church,  and 
ordinances  thereof,  must  wait  upon  God  in  fear  and  humil- 
ity of  heart,  who  alone  is  able  to  give  the  true  knowledge 
and  understanding  of  these  things.  And  he  that  cometh  to 
the  Spirit,  waiteth  in  the  Spirit,  and  receiveth  the  true  light 
from  the  Spirit,  he  shall  be  able  to  measure  ages  and  gen- 
erations past  as  with  a  spaii,  and  see  clearly,  in  that  light, 
how  things  were  before  the  apostasy,  how  while  the  church 
was  in  the  wilderness,  and  how  things  shall  be  again  after 
the  apostasy,  when  the  church  cometh  out  of  the  wilder- 
ness. She  herself  is  the  same  in  all ;  but  her  state  is  difter- 
ent,  according  to  the  wisdom  and  good  pleasure  of  him  who 
variously  disposeth  of  her.  One  while  she  is  clothed,  ap- 
pearing in  the  beauty  and  glorious  dress  which  the  Lord 
had  put  upon  her.  Another  while  she  is  stripped  of  her 
outward  garments,  and  the  harlot  dressed  therewitli,  and 
appearing  therein.  After  which  season  she  is  adorned 
again  as  gloriously  (if  not  more  gloriously)  than  before ; 
but  whether  ever  she  appears  more  in  those  garments 
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wherein  tlie  harlot  had  been  dressed,  and  wheiH>in  she  had 
long  appeared  (even  all  tlie  time  of  the  apostasy),  the  Lord 
would  be  inquired  of,  and  waited  on  to  know.  Xow  to 
help  the  tender  and  upright  hearts  towards  the  true  sense 
of  these  things,  the  Pi*opositions  and  Considerations  follow- 
ing are  given  foi'tli,  which  he  that  sincerely  waiteth  on  the 
Lord,  from  him  may  receive  the  true  understanding  and 
right  acknowledgment  of. 

1.  That  upon  the  coming  of  Christ,  and  the  change  of 
that  outward  covenant,  the  distinction  between  the  outward 
Jew  and  Gentile  fell,  they  becoming  all  one,  as  in  relation 
to  Christ;  and  then  another  distinction  arose  in  relation  to 
the  faith,  believers  becoming  Jews  now,  and  unbelievers 
Gentiles. 

2.  That  these  true  and  inward  Jews  had  not  only  the  in- 
ward faith,  the  life,  the  power,  the  Spirit;  but  also  a  minis- 
try, ordinances,  and  gifts  of  the  Spirit  relating  to  their 
present  state. 

3.  That  there  was  a  time,  after  a  long  and  sharp  fight  be- 
t^veen  the  true  ministers,  who  appeared  in  the  true  light 
and  power  of  the  tnie  Spirit,  and  the  false  ministers,  who  also 
appeared  as  ministers  of  righteousness,  and  as  in  the  power  of 
the  Spirit,  but  were  not  such  indeed,  but  instructed  by  Satan 
to  transfonn  themselves  into  a  resemblance  and  likeness  of 
ministers  of  righteousness :  for  though  they  said  they  were 
apostles,  and  seemed  so  in  appearance;  yet  their  spirit,  be- 
ing tried,  was  found  not  to  be  the  Spirit  of  the  apostles : — 
I  say,  there  was  a  time,  when  there  was  a  division  (or  sepa- 
ration) made,  between  the  inward  temple  and  the  outward 
court. 

4.  That  when  this  division  was  made,  the  outward  court 
was  given  to  the  Gentiles;  not  any  longer  reserved  by  God 
for  the  true  worshippei-s,  who  worship  in  Spirit  and  truth ; 
but  given  to  the  unbelievers,  the  worshippers  out  of  the  true 
faith,  the  worshippers  out  of  the  Spirit,  and  out  of  the  life. 

o.  That  henceforward,  since  this  separation,  the  believers, 
or  true  Jews,  are  not  to  be  expected  in  the  outward  court, 
in  the  worship  thereof,  wherein  they  were  found  before  this 


ISAAC  PENINftTON.  61 

separation^  bnt  the  uubeKcvers,  the  GoBtilcs^  \rho  have  not 
the  true  nature,  but  at  bc»t  bat  the  appearauee  of  the  Jew, 
are  to  be  expected  there,  and  the  true  Jew  is  to  be  looked 
for  and  found  more  inwanL 

6.  That,  therefore,  which  allureth  to  look  for  God  there, 
and  to  wait  for  him  in  the  ways  and  worBhips  of  this  time 
of  the  separation,  is  not  the  true  Spirit  (which  rightly  guid- 
eth  the  simple  heart  to  the  place  where  God  aj)pear8,  and 
where  he  is  to  be  waited  for),  but  the  wrong  spirit,  who, 
when  he  cannot  stifle  the  8imi)licity,  and  hinder  it  from 
breathing  and  seeking  after  God,  waita  to  draw  aside  and 
mislead  it. 

7.  That  the  great  way  of  that  spirit's  misguiding  and 
misleading  the  honest  heart,  in  its  breathing  and  longing 
state,  is  not  by  a  direct  taking  it  oft* from  seeking  after  God; 
but  rather  by  i>ointiug  it  to  a  way  to  seek  him  in,  wherein 
he  once  appeared  and  was  enjoyed,  but  is  now  withdrawn 
from, 

8.  He  that  will  keep  close  to  God,  and  not  be  withdrawn 
from  him,  must  watch  to  his  Spirit,  and  know  the  leadings 
of  it,  else  he  will  not  follow  the  I^mb  whithereoever  he 
goes;  but  stay  behind  iu  some  observation  or  practice 
which  the  Lamb  is  gone  out  of;  and  so  miss  of  his  leader, 
and  meet,  instead  thereof,  with  another  leader,  even  the 
spirit  of  antichri&t,  who  enters  into  the  outward  court,  and 
outward  practices^  so  soon  as  ever  the  Spirit  of  God  hath 
left  them. 

9.  That  God's  people,  since  liis  withdrawing  inward,  ami 
giving  the  outward  court  to  the  Gentiles,  have  been  much 
deceived  by  the  antichristian  spirit,  and  led  captive  into 
Babylon;  insomuch  as  God,  wlien  l>e  cometh  to  overthrow 
antichrist,  with  the  Babylon  of  his  building,  finds  them 
there,  and  calls  them  out  from  thence.  For  the  light  grow- 
ing low,  and  the  deceit  great,  and  the  spirit  subtle;  how 
(»an  the  poor,  weak,  innocent  babe  espy  that  spirit,  and  es- 
cape his  snares,  when  he  tempts  to  those  very  paths  and 
ways  of  worship  wherein  the  saints  had  walked,  and  met 
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with  God,  before  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  departed  out  of 
them,  and  gave  them  up  to  the  OentilesT 

10.  That  there  is  danger  to  the  people  of  Gk>d  of  not  un- 
derstanding his  call  out  of  Babylon,  but  abiding  there, 
through  the  subtle  entanglements  of  the  fieilse  spirit,  who 
bewitcheth  with  the  cup  of  fornication,  to  make  Babylon 
appear  as  Zion,  her  doctrines  as  the  truths  of  the  gospel, 
her  ordinances  and  ways  of  worship  as  the  true  ordinances 
and  ways  of  worship.  For  the  deceit  is  exceeding  deep, 
and  the  mystery  of  iniquity  very  great,  following  the  heart 
close  which  the  Lord  is  drawing  to  depart  therefrom ;  and 
if  the  Lord  God  is  not  strong  and  vigilant,  who  judgeth 
the  whore,  she  would  still  keep  her  hold  of  the  heart;  and 
if  the  heart  be  not  kept  very  close  to  the  Lord  in  the  judg- 
ment, it  cannot  come  out  of  Babylon,  but  will  still  be  en- 
tangled and  held  in  some  part  or  other  of  the  mystery  of  its 
deceit. 

11.  Such  of  the  people  of  God  as  do  not  wait  to  under- 
stand and  receive  the  full  call,  and  so  do  not  follow  the 
Lord  perfectly  out  of  that  city  of  abominations;  but  by  her 
Hubtleties,  and  inward  and  outward  witchcrafts,  are  held 
captive  therein,  and  found  in  any  part  thereof,  when  the 
Lord  cometh  to  judge  her;  such  must  partake  of  the  plagues 
from  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  who  will  not  spare  her,  nor  the 
spirits  of  his  dearest  people  who  are  found  there,  in  the  day 
of  his  visitation  and  righteous  judgments. 

Therefore  come  out  of  her,  come  out  of  her,  O  ye  that 
love  your  souls,  and  the  pure  presence  and  fresh  light  of 
God's  countenance !  Ye  that  know  what  it  is  to  provoke 
him  to  jealousy,  and  fear  the  weight  of  his  hand  upon  your 
spirits;  ye  that  love  the  holy  land,  the  holy  city,  and  tem- 
ple of  the  living  God,  oh!  come  out  of  that  impure  build- 
ing, that  fleshly  building,  those  fleshly  ways  and  worships, 
which  that  spirit  adonieth,  to  make  them  appear  as  if  they 
were  spiritual.  Oh  I  depart  ye,  depart  ye,  out  of  your  new 
removes;  for  they  are  also  polluted,  and  not  your  rest;  but' 
short  of  that  wherein  the  rest,  the  peace,  the  presence,  of 
the  Lord  of  life  is  felt  by  others,  and  to  be  found  by  you. 
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And  consider  this,  if  evdr  yo  will  come  to  the  holy  city, 
which  was  once  built  in  the  days  of  the  apostles,  but,  since 
the  division  of  it  from  the  outward  cpurt,  hath  been  trod- 
den down,  and  trampled  under  the  feet  of  the  unl>elievcrs, 
even  while  they  have  been  ivorshipping  in  the  outward 
court  (which  God  once  built  and  chose,  but  afterwards 
withdrew  his  Spirit  from,  and  gave  up  to  the  unbelievers), — 
I  say,  if  ever  you  will  come  to  this  holy  city,  the  holy  land 
wherein  it  is  built,  and  the  holy  hill  whereon  it  was 
founded,  ye  must  paxss  through  the  wilderness,  be  exercised 
in  the  wilderness,  even  till  ye  are  fitted  for  it;  and  not 
strive  to  raise  up  a  building  yourselves  in  the  likeness  of 
it;  but  wait  till  God  hath  hewn  and  prepared  the  stones  by 
his  Spirit,  and  then,  by  the  skill  of  the  Spirit,  build  up  his 
Zion  again. 

Theretbre,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  consider  seriously, 
meekly,  humbly,  and  brokenly,  that  the  Lord  may  manifest 
your  present  state  and  condition  unto  you,  whether  ye  have 
not  erred  in  these  thiugj>  as  well  as  others,  and  have  not 
cause  to  repent  of  your  forwardness  herein,  and  to  acknowl- 
edge that  your  buildings  have  been  raised  in  the  forward- 
ness of  your  own  spirits,  and  in  the  confidence  of  your  rea- 
soning upon  scripture  words,  without  feeling  the  presence 
(guidance  and  holy  power)  of  God's  Spirit  raising  up  the 
ibnndation  of  many  generations,  and  rearing  his  own  pure 
house  upon  his  own  holy  mountain. 

In  the  Lord's  hand  is  the  time  and  season  of  building  his 
own  house.  David,  though  his  desire  was  approved,  yet 
might  not  build  the  outward  temple  in  the  time  of  his 
choice;  but  God's  time  and  season  was  to  be  waited  for, 
both  for  the  first  building,  and  for  the  rebuilding  of  it. 
There  is  likewise  a  season  for  the  rebuilding  of  spiritual 
Ziou«  after  the  long  captivity  of  it  in  mystery'  Babylon. 
Xow  he  that  is  forward,  building  before  the  time  and  sea- 
son of  the  Spirit,  buildeth  without  the  Spirit,  and  his  build- 
ing 18  not  of  the  Spirit,  but  of  the  nature  of  Babylon,  which 
is  wholly  to  be  departed  from,  and  left  behind,  in  the  soul's 
travel  and  progress  towards  Zion;  and  whatever  is  of  the 
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nature  of  Babylon  most  at  length  Ml  with  Babylon,  in  the 
day  of  her  terrible  judgment,  if  the  Lord  in  mercy  do  not 
shake  it,  and  cause  it  to  fall  before. 

Therefore,  O  all  professors !  awake  out  of  the  flesh,  and 
all  fleshly  reasonings,  into  the  Spirit  of  life;  and  examine 
there  both  your  inward  and  outward  buildings,  that  your 
loss  be  not  great,  and  your  anguish  unutterable,  in  the  day 
of  the  Lord,  when  all  those  buildings,  which  are  raised  and 
preserved  in  the  pure  life  and  power,  shall  shine  in  the 
beauty  and  glory  of  God's  Spirit,  and  the  greatest  glory  of 
flesh  and  fleshly  buildings  fade  and  wither. 


The  Sounding  op  Bowels  towards  thee,  O  England  ! 

Early  in  the  morning,  on  the  26th  day  of  the  Sixth 
month,  1660,  this,  in  the  freshness  and  quick  sense  of  life, 
sprang  up  in  my  heart  again  and  again :  O  England,  Eng- 
land, England!  how  good  had  it  been  for  thee,  that  thou 
hadst  known  and  walked  in  the  way  of  peace ! 

There  is  a  way  of  peace  for  persons  and  nations  to  know 
and  walk  in ;  but  every  person  and  nation  doth  not  know 
and  walk  in  this  way,  but  rather  in  the  way  of  trouble. 

Quest.  What  is  the  way  of  peace? 

Ans.  It  is  the  way  of  the  pure  wisdom,  the  way  of  the 
light  and  guidance  of  God's  Spirit,  from  whom  the  creature 
came,  and  by  whom  alone  it  can  be  rightly  ordered.  He 
that  waiteth  on  him  for  counsel,  he  that  subjecteth  to,  and 
walketh  in,  his  counsel,  he  walketh  in  the  way  of  peace. 

Quest.  What  is  the  way  of  trouble? 

Ans.  The  way  of  man's  own  wisdom  and  counsel.  For 
a  man  or  nation  to  do  that  which  is  right  in  their  own  eyes. 
This  is  the  way  of  man,  whereby  he  thinks  to  establish 
himself,  and  put  an  end  to  his  troubles;  but  he  errs  therein, 
as  in  the  end  he  still  finds  to  his  woe. 

Now,  O  England!  consider;  hast  thou  the  guidance  of 
God?  Hath  the  light  which  hath  guided  thy  steps  been 
lighted  by  him,  or  by  his  and  thy  soul's  enemy?  For  there 
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18  a  Bpiiit,  of  a  contmry  nature  to  God,  near  man,  wbich  he 
suddenly  taketh  counsel  of^  when  hie  heart  is  not  acquainted 
with,  nor  receiveth  counsel  o^  the  Lord.  And  this  coun- 
sellor is  the  destroyer  both  of  persons  and  nations,  leading 
them  in  ways  of  ruin  and  subversion,  under  an  appearance 
of  being  the  proper  ways  of  peace  and  settlement. 

It  is  true  of  nations  as  well  as  persons,  that  what  they 
sow,  that  shall  they  also  reap.  God  measureth  out  their 
time  unto  them,  and  when  that  is  over,  his  time  of  judging 
and  pleading  with  them  comes.  And  woe  is  then  unto 
them  who  have  acted  in  their  own  wills  and  wisdoms,  out 
of  the  pure  counsel  and  fear  of  the  Lord,  wherein  they 
should  have  stood  and  been  guided. 

It  is  a  day  of  trouble  and  distress.  The  weight  of  the  in- 
iquity of  this  nation  begins  to  be  felt  upon  it.  Oh,  let  every 
one  search  and  bow  before  the  Lord,  under  his  righteous 
judgments!  that  there  may  be  no  going  on  in  that  which 
bringeth  and  will  increase  the  judgment;  but  a  turning 
towards  that  which  intercedes,  and  opens  the  springs  of 
mercy.  • 

Two  things  lie  heavy  on  this  nation ;  to  wit,  a  running 
on  in  transgressions  of  several  kinds  against  the  Lord  (for- 
getting his  tender  mercies,  with  the  days  of  former  distress), 
and  an  afflicting  others  whom  he  loves,  and  hath  led,  and 
is  leading  out  of  transgression.  Oh  that  these  things  might 
come  to  an  end !  that  the  anger  of  the  Lord  might  cease, 
and  the  ways  of  his  judgments  and  pleading  with  this  na- 
tion be  stopped ;  for  who  can  stand  before  him  when  he 
riseth  up  in  controversy  against  them? 

There  is  but  one  eye  which  can  rightly  see  the  hand  and 
judgments  of  the  Lord ;  yea,  it  pleaseth  the  Lord  so  to  man- 
age them,  that  only  the  eye  which  is  of  him  may  see  them. 
Man  must  be  taken  in  his  wisdom,  and  caught  in  the  snare 
of  his  own  understanding.  He  that  will  see  the  things  of 
God,  the  ways  of  God,  the  counsels  of  God,  the  love  and 
sweetness  of  God  (yea,  the  very  judgments  of  God),  must 
receive  from  him  the  eye  that  seeth  them.  Oh  that  men 
might  feel  after,  and  come  into,  that  wherein  they  might  be 
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])itied,  and  spared  bv  their  Maker.  Man  must  bow;  that 
which  is  of  God  in  man  (which  hath  long  lain  under  oppres- 
sion) must  be  exalted.  It  is  the  day  of  his  power,  and  he  will 
reign  in  it.  Oh  I  happy  they  that  ]>ow  to  his  sceptre,  and 
kiss  the  shinings  of  his  light  (even  the  sharpest  rebukes  of 
it  in  their  hearts),  that  they  may  turn  from,  and  travel  out 
of^  the  darkness  (where  is  death,  destruction,  and  misery, 
even  in  all  the  counsels  and  ways  of  it),  and  come  into  unity 
with  that  which  is  pure,  and  live. 

"Written  in  Aylesbury  prifton, 
27th  of  Cth  month,  1G66. 


A  FAiTUFVL  Guidance  to  the  principle  and  path  of  Truth, 

WHEREIN  ETERNAL  LlFE  IS  WITNESSED,  BY  THOSE  WHO 


There  must  be  somewhat  let  down  from  God  into  a 
man's  heart,  to  change  his  heart,  and  redeem  it  to  God,  or 
he  cannot  be  saved.  lie  must  receive  a  seed,  be  bom  of  a 
new  and  incorruptible  seed,  or  he  cannot  be  renewed  from 
his  corrupt  nature  and  state.  lie  must  be  bom  of  water 
and  God's  Spirit,  or  he  cannot  enter  into  God's  kingdom. 

Now  this  is  the  true  religion ;  namely,  to  experience  and 
be  subject  to  that  power  which  redeems  to  God;  which 
breaks  the  power  of  the  wicked  one  in  the  heart,  first  cast- 
ing him  out,  and  then  taking  possession  of  the  vessel,  and 
filling  it  with  the  holy  treasure. 

Quest.  But  how  may  a  man  meet  with  such  a  thing  as 
this? 

Ans.  The  scripture,  which  gives  a  fiiithfu!  testimony 
concerning  the  truth,  saith,  Christ,  the  Word  of  ficiith, 
which  the  apostles  preached,  is  nigh.  Insomuch  as  a  man 
need  not  say :  AVliO  shall  go  up  or  down  to  fetch  it?  But 
what  saith  it?  "The  word  is  nigh  thee,  in  thy  mouth,  fuid 
in  thy  heart."  This  is  that  which  reconciles  to  God,  cutting 
down  and  slaying  the  enmity  by  the  power  of  the  cross,  and 
bringing  up  the  seed.     Tliis  is  the  adversary  in  the  way  of 
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the  siinier,  which  he  that  maketh  peace  with  shall  he  re- 
mitted all  his  trespasses  past,  and  fiud  power  and  strength 
against  sin  for  the  time  to  come,  as  he  is  gathered  into,  and 
brought  forth  in,  his  i)ure  life  and  natnre. 

Quest.  But  how  shall  I  know  and  receive  this? 

Ans.  That  in  the  heart  which  is  contrary  to  sin,  which 
discovereth  sin,  which  witnesseth  against  sin,  and  is  draw- 
ing the  mind  from  it,  furnishing  those  with  a  new  and  hoi y 
ability,  who  wait  upon  the  Lord  in  it, — that,  that  is  the 
thing,  though  in  ever  so  little  a  seed  or  low  measure.  Now 
lie  that  minds  this,  hearkens  to  this,  turns  from  what  this, 
in  its  pui-e,  unerring  light,  shows  to  be  evil,  follows,  in  the 
will,  strength,  and  ability  which  is  of  this,  what  this  shows 
to  be  good,  he  receives  it;  and  waiting  upon  it,  and  becom- 
ing daily  subject  to  it,  shall  grow  up  in  it,  increase  in  the 
kno\i'ledge  of  it,  and  acquaintance  with  it,  and  receive  of 
it  daily  more  and  more.  And  thus  the  man  whose  way 
was  x-ile,  whose  heart  m'bs  naught,  formed  in  wickedness, 
filled  with  corruption,  daily  bringing  forth  sin  and  fruits 
unto  death,  shall  find  these  (by  the  pure  light,  and  holy  in- 
structions of  life)  daily  purged  out  of  him,  and  Christ 
formed  in  him,  and  the  holy  fruits  of  righteousness  brought 
forth  through  his  vessel,  by  the  power  and  Spirit  of  Christ, 
to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father. 

And  then  being  in  Christ,  being  in  the  principle  of  his 
life,  and  acting  therein,  here  is  peace  in  the  soul,  rest  to  it 
from  its  enemies  and  God's  judgments,  and  acceptance  with 
the  Father  in  what  the  soul  thus  is  and  works. 

But  then  the  world  will  peivecute  and  hate  exceedingly ; 
becauso  this  soul,  who  thus  submits  to  God,  and  is  thus 
changed  by  him,' is  not  of  the  world,  but  of  the  Father, 
which  begat  it  in  Christ,  and  formed  it  in  his  image  and 
likeness. 

Likewise  in  this  light  the  eyes  are  opened  to  read  the 
Scriptures,  and  to  understand  therein  the  conditions  of  tho 
j>eopIe  and  saints  of  the  Most  High  in  former  generations, 
and  how  the  wcked  spirit  wrought  then,  to  oppose  tho 
truth  and  people  of  God,  and  to  draw  men  iato  deceits 
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Yea^  and  many  other  ways  the  Scriptures  are  exceeding 
sweet  and  useful,  being  read  in  that  which  gives  the  true 
sense  and  understanding  of  them. 

But  let  him  that  once  putteth  his  hand  to  the  plow  (be- 
ginning to  feel  somewhat  of  God,  and  to  subject  unto  it, 
and  so  to  taste  of  the  peace  and  pureness  of  it)  never  look 
back  to  the  world,  nor  mind  the  temptations  and  opposi- 
tions he  will  meet  with  from  that  nature  and  spirit,  either 
in  himself  or  others ;  for  if  he  do,  he  will  never  be  able  to 
travel  on,  but  rather  consult  with  flesh  and  blood,  and  so 
return  back  into  Egypt,  and  lose  the  crown  which  is  laid 
up  for  those  who  pass  on  through  the  wilderness,  through 
the  trials,  through  the  temptations,  through  the  wants, 
through  the  various  exercises,  to  their  journey's  end. 

This  is  the  path  of  life  in  brief:  happy  is  he  who  feels 
the  guider  into  it,  and  faithfully  follows  him  therein  to  the 
end. 

There  is  another  question  springs  up  in  my  heart,  which 
is  this: 

Quest  How  may  a  man  come  to  have  his  sins  washed 
away  by  the  blood  of  Christ? 

Ans.  By  coming  into  the  light,  and  walking  in  the  light, 
which  discovers  the  blood,  and  wherein  alone  it  is  sprinkled 
by  God,  and  felt  by  the  soul,  he  may  receive  the  cleansing 
which  is  by  it.  This  is  accor^ng  to  the  testimony  of  script- 
ure;  as,  1  John  i.  7.  "If  we  walk  in  the  light,  as  he  is  in 
the  light,  we  have  fellowship  one  with  another,  and  the 
blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  his  Son,  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin.'* 
By  the  light  the  darkness  is  dispelled,  and  in  the  light  the 
corruption  and  filth  is  washed  away  by  the  blood,  and  the 
soul  (mind  and  conscience)  cleansed  from  it 

"This  then  is  the  message  that  we  have  heard  of  him, 
and  declare  unto  you,  that  God  is  light,  and  in  him  is  no 
darkness  at  all."  ver.  5.  What  then?  Why  then  they  that 
will  know  God,  and  walk  mth  God,  must  by  the  virtue  of 
his  truth  be  turned  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the 
power  of  Satan  unto  God;  as,  Acts  xxvi.  18.  and  in  that 
light  he  shall  meet  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jesus 
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Christ,  and  have  fellowship  with  them,  ver.  8.  and  shall  bo 
washed  (both  with  the  water  and  with  the  blood)  and  kept 
clean  and  pure  thereby  in  the  sight  of  God. 

Quest  But  how  shall  I  come  into  the  light,  and  how  may 
I  walk  therein  ? 

Ans.  Christ  is  the  light.  He  is  the  light  of  the  world, 
the  light  of  men,  the  light  of  life.  And  thou  needst  not  say 
in  thine  heart:  Who  shall  go  up  to  heaven,  or  down  into 
the  deep,  for  him?  For  he  is  near,  in  thy  mouth,  and  in 
thy  heart  This  is  the  word  of  faith,  which  thou  art  to  be- 
lieve in,  love,  and  obey;  that  in  the  love,  faith,  and  obedi- 
ence thereof,  thine  heart  may  be  circumcised,  and  thou 
mayest  live.  This  is  the  gospel  of  our  salvation,  even  this 
Christ,  this  word,  this  light,  this  life,  which  redeems  from 
sin,  which  destroyeth  the  destroyer,  and  setteth  the  soul 
free  to  serve  and  live  to  the  Lord.  This  was  the  message 
the  apostles  had  to  deliver'  in  their  day:  as,  Rom.  x.  8. 
And  this  was  Moses*  message  too,  when  he  spake  concern- 
ing the  new  covenant.  For  Moses  did  not  only  deliver  the 
old  covenant,  but  he  also  spake  concerning  the  new,  even 
another  covenant  than  that  of  Mount  Horeb.  Dent  xxix.  1, 
And  the  word  of  this  other  covenant  was  not  the  law  writ- 
ten in  tables  of  stone;  but  the  word  nigh  in  the  mouth  and 
heart,  chap.  xxx.  14. 

Obj.  But  that  place  speaks  of  doing  (which  is  the  voice 
of  the  old  covenant,  do  this  and  live) ;  but  the  new  cove- 
nant stands  in  believing. 

Ans.  The  end  of  faith  is  obedience.  Why  do  I  believe 
Christ,  but  that  I  may  receive  the  law  of  his  Spirit,  and 
walk  before  him  in  the  newness  of  the  obedience  thereof? 
And  he  that  obeys  is  of  the  faith,  and  in  the  truth;  and  ho 
that  obeys  not  is  out  of  it,  is  not  in  the  power,  not  in  the 
life,  which  .brings  forth  the  obedience,  so  out  of  the  thing 
which  redeems,  and  in  which  the  redemption  is  witnessed ; 
but  he  that  obeys,  he  that  doth  the  will,— he  is  in  the 
righteousness,  in  the  power,  in  the  life,  from  which  the  obe- 
dience  springs. 

And  here  the  washing  and  purifying  of  the  soul  is  truly 
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known  and  witnessed.  Outward  sacrifices  under  the  law 
were  vain  as  to  cleansing  the  soul ;  and  an  outward  belief 
of  what  Christ  did  and  suffered  effects  not  the  thing  now. 
What  then?  The  now  creature  doth];  the  pure  faith  doth; 
the  pure  obedienee  doth.  It  did  it  formerly,  it  doth  it  still, 
and  nothing  else  can  do  it.  "  Bring  no  more  vain  oblations ; 
but  wash  ye,  make  you  clean;  put  away  the  evil  of  your 
doings  fix)m  before  mine  eyes ;  cease  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do 
well,"  &c.  But  how  sjiould  this  be?  Could  they  ever  at- 
tain this  by  the  old  covenant?  Xay;  but  Moses  had  not 
only  delivered  them  the  old  covenant,  but  also  had  directed 
them  to  the  new,  to  the  Word  of  faith,  to  the  Wonl  of  life 
and  power  iu  the  heart  and  mouth,  through  the  obedience 
whereof  they  might  wjish  themselves  (as  Peter,  even  in  the 
gospel  times,  speuketh.  1  Pet.  i.  23.)»  put  away  the  evil  of 
jtlieir  doings;  cease  to  do  evil,  Jearn  to  do  well,  &c.  And 
what  then?  Why,  tlien  they  should  receive  the  cleansing 
tlirough  the  blood  of  the  Lamb;  for  then,  though  their  sins 
were  as  scarlet,  they  should  be  as  white  as  snow;  though 
they  were  red  like  crimson,  thev  should  be  as  wool.  Isa.  i. 
10,  17,  18.. 

So  ilicah  tells  them  (when  they  asked  how  they  might 
come  before  God  to  please  him):  "lie  hath  showed  thee, 
()  man,  what  in  good;  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of 
thee,  but  to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  hum- 
bly with  (lod."  Mic.  vi,  8.  Where  or  how  doth  God  sliow 
this  to  man?  Had  not  Moses  told  that  before;  to  wit,  by 
the  Word  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart?  There  is  some- 
what near  man,  even  in  his  mouth,  which  divides  his  worils 
one  from  another,  showing  him  (at  some  times,  and  would 
do  it  oftener  if  ho  heeded  it)  which  are  bad  words,  and 
which  are  good  words.  What  is  that  that  doth  this?  The 
same  thing  also  is  in  his  heart,  as  a  discerner  of  the  thoughts 
and  intents  theri?of,  showing  him  when  there  is  a  good 
thought,  desire,  or  intention  in  his  mind,  and  when  there 
is  a  bad  or  wicked  one.  What  is  this  ?  Oh  that  men  knew 
what  it  is  I  Oh  that  they  could  fear  the  Lortl,  and  become 
subject  to  it,  and  they  should  know  what  it  is  I 
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**Every  man  that  will  be  sanetilied,  and  inherit  God's 
kingdom,  mnst  be  bom  of  the  will  of  God.  He  must  deny 
his  own  will  (as  Christ  did;  not  my  will,  said  he.  Father, 
bat  thine  be  done),  that  must  be  crucified.  He  must  snfier 
in  the  flesh,  die  to  the  flesh,  and  live  in  and  to  the  holy  nat- 
ure and  Spirit  of  God. 

Kow  thus  a  man  comes  to  be  bom  of  the  pure  will ;  to 
wit,  by  hearing  the  word  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart,  and 
becoming  subject  to  it  This  cuts  down  his  own  will  day 
by  day,  and  brings  up  the  will  and  nature  of  God  in  him, 
through  which  he  is  changed  and  sanctified,  and  becomes  a 
new  creature.  For  the  old  creature  is  made  up  of  the  old 
understanding  and  will ;  but  the  new  creature  is  made  up  of 
the  new. 

"Wherewithal  shall  a  young  man  cleanse  his  way?  By 
taking  heed  according  to  thy  word,"  said  David.  What  word 
was  that  ?  Was  it  the  word  of  the  old  covenant,  or  the  word 
nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart?  And  "thy  word,"  saith  he, 
"is  alantem  to  my  feet,  and  alight  to  my  path."  What  word 
was  that,  the  word  of  the  first  covenant,  or  the  word  of  the 
second?  "Theftiwof  the  Lord  is  perfect,  converting  the  soul." 
What  law  is  that?  "The  testimony  of  the  Lord  is  sure,  mak- 
king  wise  the  simple."  What  testimony  is  that  ?  "The  stat- 
utes of  the  Lord  are  right,  rejoicing  the  heart"  What  stat- 
utes are  they  ?  (Were  not  the  statutes  of  the  old  covenant 
heavy  and  burdensome  ?)  "The  commandment  of  the  Lonl 
is  pure,  enlightening  the  eyes."  What  commandment  is 
that?  Yea,  what  is  that  which  is  "sweeter  than  the  honey, 
and  the  honey-comb,"  which  overcomes  with  sweetness  ?  Oh 
that  men  could  read !  Oh  that  men  could  see  the  thing  which 
is  pure,  and  maketh  pure;  which  is  righteous,  and  maketh 
righteous !  After  men  have  seen  the  thing,  there  is  a  great 
way  to  travel  to  it;  but  how  far  are  they  off,  who  do  not  so 
much  as  see  it,  but  are  in  the  darkness  and  prejudices  of 
that  nature  and  spirit  which  is  contrary  to  it 

Now  if  the  Lord  in  his  tender  mercy  and  love  to  thy  soul, 
bring  thee  to  a  sense  of  this  thing,  and  thou  be^nnest  to 
feel  this  precious,  searching  word  discovering  any  evil  to 
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thee,  either  in  thy  heart  or  ways,  oh !  do  not  dispute,  do  not 
reason  against  it;  but  bless  the  discaverer,  bow  to  the  Son, 
become  obedient  immediately,  faitlifully  following  the  Lamb 
therein,  lest  he  remove  his  ligiit  from  thee,  and  suffer  dark- 
ness and  the  disputing  wisdom  to  overtake  thee. 

Chriflt  is  not  of  the  world,  and  he  leads  out  of  the  world; 
out  of  its  vanities,  ways,  customs,  fashions,  &c.  A  man  can- 
not serve  Christ  and  tlie  world.  Can  any  man  be  born  of 
the  Father,  be  begotten  by  him  out  of  the  spirit  of  the  world, 
and  yet  live  in  that,  walk  in  that,  which  is  not  of  the  Fa- 
ther, but  of  the  world;  which  came  from  the  w^orldly  part,  is 
of  the  worldly  part,  nourisheth  and  pleaseth  the  worldly 
part  in  man,  but  pleaseth  not  the  Father?  Can  that  man 
who  is  not  of  the  world,  but  of  the  Father,  do  any  thing 
that  ujiholdeth  the  lust  of  tlie  fles^h,  the  lust  of  the  eyc^*, 
or  the  pride  of  life,  either  in  himself  or  others?  Doth  not 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  where  it  is  hearkened  to,  draw  out 
of  these,  and  out  of  all  things  which  are  of  these?  There- 
fore consider  well  what  it  will  cost,  and  how  hard  it  is  to 
follow  Cllrist;  that  thou,  who  desirest  to  he  the  Lord's,  may- 
est  receive  help  and  strength  from  him  to  be  faithful,  that 
in  his  stiXMigth  thou  ma  vest  overconie  all  that  stands  be- 
tween thee  and  life,  that  so  thou  mayest  receive  the  crown, 
and  inherit  the  kingdom  which  is  prepared  for,  and  given 
to,  the  faithful,  who  labor  and  tight  not  in  vain;  but  gain 
ground  and  conquer  (yea,  at  length  become  more  than  con- 
querors) through  the  mercy,  love,  might,  and  power  of  the 
Lord. 


Some  sexsirlk  experimental  Questions  and  Answers  from 
THE  Tenth  Chapter  of  John. 

Quest.  1.  WIk)  is  the  gcod  Shepherd  of  the  sheep? 

Ans.  The  wisdom,  life,  and  power  of  the  Father  (which 
dwelleth  in,  and  is  manifest  through  the  Son)  is  the  Shep- 
herd, lie  that  is  the  truth,  tlie  way,  and  the  life,  he  also  is 
the  Shephenl  and  Bishop  of  the  soul. 
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Quest  2.  Who  are  the  sheep  ? 

Ana.  They  that  are  born  of  this  wisdom,  gathered  by  this 
life,  turned  to  this  power,  they  are  the  sheep.  They  who 
are  changed  by  him  into  his  nature,  they  are  of  him;  sheep 
of  him,  the  Shepherd;  lambs  of  him,  the  Lamb;  doves  of  him, 
the  Dove. 

Quest.  8.  What  is  the  fold  of  the  sheep? 

Ana.  The  wisdom,  life,  and  power  of  the  Father,  even  the 
same  that  is  the  Shepherd.  The  Father's  hand  wherewith 
he  covers  them,  wherein  he  encloseth  them,  that  is  the  fold. 
For  it  is  the  power,  wisdom,  and  life  of  the  Father,  which 
gathereth  the  sheep;  and  he  gathereth  them  into  his  wis- 
dom, into  his  life;  and  that  is  a  wall  or  fold  about  them. 

Obj.  Is  not  the  church  the  fold  ? 

Ans.  This  in  the  church,  or  the  church  in  this,  is  the  fold ; 
but  not  out  of  this.  For  there  is  no  safety  or  preservation 
among  any  sort  or  gathering  of  people,  but  as  they  stand 
and  abide  in  this.  And  standing  and  abiding  in  this,  they 
have  authority  and  power  from  the  chief  Bishop  of  the  soul ; 
but  none  out  of  this. 

Quest.  4.  Wlio  is  the  door  ? 

Ans.  Tlic  Shepherd  is  the  door  also,  who  lets  into  the  fold, 
and  shuts  out,  at  his  pleasure ;  and  none  can  rightly  enter 
but  by  him. 

Quest.  5.  What  are  they  that  run  before  the  power,  or 
further  than  the  power  leads  and  guides  them  ? 

Ans.  They  are  thieves  and  robbers,  and  they  may  destroy 
the  life  and  freshness  in  those  that  are  not  watchful ;  but  they 
cannot  help  to  save  or  build  up,  because  they  themselves  are 
out  of  that,  come  out  of  that,  and  act  out  of  that,  which 
alone  can  do  it. 

Quest.  6.  How  may  the  sheep  be  discerned  from  the  goats, 
and  from  such  also  as  put  on  the  sheep's  clothing,  but  are 
not  sheep  in  nature  and  spirit? 

Ans.  By  their  lamb-like  natvire,  by  the  meekness  and  in- 
nocency  in  them  which  is  of  the  Lamb,  which  none  can  have 
but  they  that  are  of  him ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  man's 
nature,  nor  to  be  attained  by  his  art.     They  also  knovi  ^w^ 

Vol.  in.— 1 
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hoar  the  voice  of  the  AVord  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  lieart, 
and  follow  the  hiw  of  his  Spirit,  received  from  his  montli, 
which  none  else  buthi.s  sheep  do,  or  can  do;  fortius  is  given 
by  him,  and  it  is  given  by  him  only  to  his  sheep. 

Quest.  7.  AVHiat  doth  Christ,  the  Shepherd  (the  eternal 
Word,  the  wisdom,  life,  and  powx^r  of  the  Fatlier),  do  for 
his  sheep? 

Ans.  He  doth  great  things  for  them,  which  who  can 
utter?  But  happy  is  he  that  feels  and  knows  them.  lie 
gives  them  a  new  nature,  a  new  spirit,  a  new  heart,  a  new 
luime,  which  none  knoweth  but  he  that  hath  it;  for  it  is 
written  on  the  white  stone,  which  none  else  receives,  nor 
none  else  can  read,  but  he  that  hath  the  eye  which  is  of  hini, 
what  IS  written  thereon.  lie  giveth  them  eternal  life;  he 
Icadeth  them  into  the  pastures  of  life;  he  giveth  them  to 
drink  of  the  waters  of  life.  lie  putteth  them  forth  out  of 
the  prison-house,  out  of  the  chauis  and  fetters,  out  of  the 
darkness,  out  of  the  bonds,  and  from  under  the  burdens  of 
the  soul,  into  the  pure  light  and  liberty  of  the  Spirit,  where 
they  taste,  know,  and  enjoy  of  his  freedom,  and  dwell  with 
him,  and  I'Ost  witli  him,  and  lie  down  with  him,  and  rise  up 
with  him,  even  in  the  same  eternal  life,  spirit,  and  jiower, 
wherein  his  dwelling-placo  is.  And  all  this  they  enjoy 
safely,  hearkening  to  the  voice  of  the  Shepherd,  and  turn- 
ing from  the  voice  of  the  stranger,  which  it  is  natural  to 
them  to  do.  For  being  turned  from  man,  born  of  that  which 
is  immortal,  and  keeping  to  that,  that  ear  which  is  there  re- 
<;{eived  will  alone  hearken  to  the  voice  of  him  who  is  im- 
mortal ;  and  the  voice  of  the  stranger  (who  sjjcaketh  of  him- 
self) is  presently  discerned  and  turned  from,  by  him  that 
heareth  with  the  true  ear.  The  Lord  God,  who  is  the  spring 
and  fountain  of  all  good,  inflame  people  with  desires  after 
the  pure  life,  and  holy  nature,  which  is  of  and  from  Christ 
the  seed,  his  Son,  and  satisfy  those  desires  which  are  singly 
and  uprightly  after  him. 
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THE    CONCLUSION. 

Qlorioxts  was  the  estate  of  the  church  before  the  apostasy, 
for  purity  of  doctrine,  for  holy  order  and  discipline,  for  love 
to  God,  one  to  another,  and  to  all  men  (even  of  enemies), 
for  faith  in  God,  for  the  presence  and  power  of  his  Spirit 
among  them  (insomuch  as  tlie  unbeliever  coming  among 
them,  might  find  his  heart  and  state  reached  to,  and  be 
forced  to  confess  and  report  that  God  was  in  them  of  a 
truth),  for  singleness  and  uprightness  of  heart,  meekness 
and  innocency  of  spirit  and  conversation,  for  zeal  for  God 
and  his  truth,  suftering  the  spoiling  of  their  goods,  impris- 
onments, stripes,  and  many  other  ways,  both  from  the 
heathen,  and  also  from  the  professing  Jews,  who  had  been 
the  church  once.  Oh!  what  shall  I  say  concerning  the 
beauty  and  loveliness  of  that  state?  Ye  that  would  know 
it,  oh !  wait  to  feel  it  in  that  which  gives  the  true  sense  of  it. 

But  over  this  glorious  state  came  a  dark,  thick,  corrupt 
night,  whprein  the  kernel  was  lost,  and  the  shell  defaced ; 
wherein  the  house,  which  had  been  swept  and  garnished, 
became  again  recovered  and  possessed  by  the  wicked  spirit. 
And  how  great  hath  this  darkness  been !  Oh,  what  a  kind 
of  church  hath  appeared  in  the  world,  wherein  the  spirit  of 
enmity  hath  dwelt  and  acted  in  men,  under  th§  name  of 
Christianity!  So  that  instead  of  loving  and  seeking  the 
good  of  enemies,  they  are  ready  to  rend  and  tear  one  an- 
other  for  every  little  difference,  and  will  be  lords  over 
men's  faith,  requiring  men  to  practise  things  in  religion 
before  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  teacheth  them  so  to  do,  which 
the  apostles  did  not.  For  though  they  had  from  God  the 
express  knowledge  of  what  was  truth,  and  could  certainly 
instruct  and  build  up  men  therein,  yet  they  were  not  lords 
over  men's  faith;  but  if  men  were  otherwise  minded  than 
according  to  what  they  knew  and  taught,  they  could  wait 
and  bear  with  them,  bidding  them  walk  so  far  as  they  had 
attained,  and  God,  in  his  due  time,  would  reveal  the  rest 
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also.  Oh  that  men  were  come  to  tliia  spirit  again!  then 
they  would  be  Christians  indeed,  and  then  they  might  he 
known  to  be  Christ's  disciples,  by  their  loving  the  brethren 
and  fellow-disciples.  But  without  this  love,  men's  religion 
is  but  a  tinkling  cymbal,  making  a  noise  and  sound  of 
somewhat,  but  not  having  the  true  nature  or  virtue  of  re- 
ligion in  it. 

Now  will  it  not  be  a  glorious  day,  when  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  cleanseth  away  this  thick  darkness,  and  causeth  the 
light  of  his  pure  truth  to  arise  and  appear  again  ?  Vfliy^ 
there  is  such  a  day  to  be,  wherein  the  true  church,  which 
was  reproached  and  driven  into  the  wilderness,  is  to  come 
out  of  the  wilderness  again,  and  her  witnesses  stand  on 
their  feet  again,  and  her  seed  to  spring  up  in  the  power  of 
life,  following  the  Lamb,  who  marcheth  on  fighting  with 
the  sword  of  the  Spirit  (the  word  of  his  mouth),  conquering 
and  to  conquer  thereby  the  corrupted  antichristian  world, 
even  as  he  did  at  firet  the  corrupt  heathenish  world. 

The  Lord  will  purify  his  temple,  and  cleanse  tlic  world 
by  the  plagues  of  his  angels  which  he  hath  prepared,  mak- 
ing way  for  the  beauty  of  his  truth,  and  the  church  of  his 
gathering;  wherein  he  will  bring  forth  his  righteousness, 
wherein  his  power  shall  appear,  wherein  his  presence  shall 
be  made  manifest,  wherein  that  which  ighined  before  in  the 
primitive  church  shall  shine  again  in  this  new-reaix>d  build- 
ing of  his,  insomuch  as  men  shall  be  forced  to  say :  This  i^ 
the  church  of  Christ  indeed,  God  is  here  of  a  truth ;  this  is 
the  Gospel-Jerusalem  indeed,  which  is  built  upon  the  holy 
hill  of  Zion;  in  which  innocency,  righteousness,  truth,  love, 
sweetness,  peaceableness,  and  the  gentle  nature  and  Spirit 
of  the  Lamb  lives  and  reigns;  and  the  Lord  bless  thee,  O 
habitation  of  justice,  and  mountaiu  of  holiness. 

Now,  of  a  truth  this  work  is  begun.  The  times  of  re- 
freshment are  come  fix>m  the  presence  of  the  Lord.  The 
Lord  hath  heard  from  heaven,  pitying  the  cries  of  his  seed, 
and  hath  visiteil  their  souls,  causing  tlie  light  of  life  (even 
the  pure  light  of  the  everlasting  covenant)  to  shine  upon 
their  tabeniacles.    But  whoever  would  know  these  thiijgs, 
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and  partake  of  them,  must  come  in  at  the  door,  1)y  the 
guidance  of  tlie  Spirit,  through  the  light,  which  is  with  him. 
And  he  that  wouhl  enjoy  the  full  light  (even  the  shinings 
forth  of  the  sun  at  noon-day)  must  hegin  with. its  glimmer- 
ings, even  that  in  the  heart  which  discovereth  and  draweth 
out  of  the  corrupt  state  of  the  world  towards  the  Father. 
Oh !  hear  and  live.  Do  not  dispute  ahout  it,  but  wait  to 
feel  it;  upon  the  feeling  of  it,  despising  the  shame,  and 
taking  up  and  enduring  the  cross,  and  so  bearing  the  re- 
ju-oach  and  sutterings  of  C^hrist  in  thy  age  and  generation. 
And  as  tliou  obeyest,  thou  shalt  know  of  its  doctrine;  but 
out  of  the  pure  faith  and  obedience,  there  is  no  true,  sound, 
deep,  rooted  knowledge;  but  all  of  that  kind  must  be 
parted  with,  for  the  knowledge  which  is  of  the  faith,  and 
which  is  made  manifest  and  increased  in  the  obedience; 
which  knowledge  is  of  a  far  more  excellent  kind  and  nat- 
ure, than  that  which  thou  art  to  part  with  for  it.  The  Lord 
guide  thy  mind,  and  stretch  forth  his  hand  to  help  thee, 
wlio,  from  the  least  touch  of  a  pure  nature  and  spirit,  de- 
hirest  after  the  pure  tnith  and  way  of  eternal  life.  Amen. 
This  testimony,  here  held  forth,  is  faithful  and  true,  ami 
(I  know)  the  witness  of  God  in  many  hearts  will  answer  to 
it;  and  happy  is  he  that  m«nketh  a  right  use  of  it.  For,  so 
doing,  his  soul  will  not  fall  short  of  the  pure,  living  truth, 
nor  set  up  any  thing  else  for  truth  which  is  not 


i 


Y8  THE  WORKS  OP 


To  SUCH  AS  ABE  NOT  SATISFIED  WITH  A  PROFESSION, 
WITHOUT  THE  TRUE  LiFE  AKD  PoWER,  BUT  HAVE  SINCERE  De- 

bires  in  their  hearts  after  the  lord  himself,  and  a 

Willingness  to  be  acquainted  with  his  pure 

LIVING  Truth,  and  with  the  Soul's 

TRUE  Guide  and  Leader  ; 

This  Experience  is  in  my  Heart  to  express  unto 

Tou,  which  we  have  all  along  witnessed  in  our  Travels 

out  of  the  dark,  corrupt  Land,  into  the 

Land  of  Life  and  Purity. 


We  have  still  found  the  wilier,  the  runner,  the  self-striver, 
the  wise,  comprehending  part,  &c.,  left  behind;  and  the 
grace  of  God  alone  able  to  lead  towards  him,  and  the  birth 
which  is  of  and  by  grace  still  to  obtain  the  mercy.  And 
Christ  is  our  life,  and  in  the  union  with  his  Spirit  lies  all 
our  ability  and  strength ;  and  that  knowledge  of  Christ, 
which  we  witness  to  be  life  eternal,  we  did  not  meet  with 
whilst  we  thought  to  have  it  in  the  Scriptures,  but  it  hath 
been  all  along  revealed  to  us  by  God's  Spirit;  so  that  we 
<jan  truly  say,  flesh  and  blood  did  not  reveal  the  Son  to 
us,  but  the  Father.  Yet  that  which  the  Scriptures  testify 
concerning  Christ  is  exactly  true  according  as  it  is  there  re- 
lated, and  is  so  acknowledged  and  really  owned  by  us; 
though  we  obtain  not  our  knowledge  of  Christ  by  the  let- 
ter, but  by  receiving  a  principle  of  life  from  Grod ;  and  com- 
ing into  union  with  his  Spirit,  we  came  to  the  true  knowl- 
edge and  owning  of  the  letter;  which  as  it  came  from  the 
life,  so  can  it  only  be  rightly  read  and  understood  in  the 
life  from  which  it  came:  so  that  be  that  is  out  of  that,  can- 
not but  err  conceniing  the  letter,  and  misjudge  concerning 
the  things  of  God;  whereas  he  that  is  guided  by,  and  lives 
in  God*8  Spirit  (receiving  his  knowledge  there),  cannot  err 
concerning  the  Spirit,  or  concerning  the  letter;  but  hath 
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that  within  him,  which  gives  to  him,  and  prei^rtds  him  idi 
the  trne  sense  and  understanding  of  both. 

Now,  friends,  this  is  an  excellent  thing  indeed,  to  come 
to,  and  be  acquainted  with,  and  receive  that,  which  the 
Scriptures  testify  of;  to  wit,  to  receive  Christ,  to  feel  union 
with  him  in  his  Spirit,  to  enter  into  the  new  and  holy  agree- 
ment with  Gh>d,  into  the  everlasting  covenant  of  life  and 
peace,  to  feel  the  partition  wall  broken  down,  and  the  wall 
o^  salvation  reared  up,  and  the^  defence  which  is  thereby ; 
to  find  the  law  of  God,  the  law  of  life,  the  law  of  the 
new  creation,  written  in  the  heart;  the  pure  fear  planted 
there  by  God,  which  keepeth  the  mind  and  spirit  from  de- 
parting from  him;  to  have  his  Spirit  jput  within,  causing  to 
walk  in  his  ways,  and  to  keep  his  statutes  and  judgments, 
and  do  them;  and  so  to  have  union  and  fellowship  with  the 
Lord  in  that  which  is  pure  and  living  of  him,  in  Christ  the 
new  and  living  way,  which  was  before  the  fall,  and  leads 
the  obedient  out  of  the  fidl,  even  beyond  Adam*s  state,  into 
himself  who  never  fell,  in  whom  is  no  sin,  nor  erring,  no, 
not  for  the  wayfaring  man,  though  a  fool,  who  often  erred 
and  wandered  before  he  came  thither;  but  there  the  Fa- 
ther's hand,  even  the  hand  pf  eternal  power,  is  felt,  which 
none  can  pluck  out  o£  Oh !  that  ye  knew  the  infallible 
Leader,  and  were  turned  from  darkness  to  light  (and  did 
believe  therein),  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God, 
that  ye,  through  his  Spirit,  might  undeniably  witness  the 
mysteries  of  his  kingdom,  and  partake  of  and  enjoy  that 
which  his  love,  grace,  and  mercy,  plentifully  distributes 
among  his  children  that  wait  upon  him  in  one  way,  under 
the  holy  ordering  of  his  Spirit;  which  was  long  harped  at 
and  longed  after  by  many  of  us;  but  we  could  QQV^P  meet 
with  it,  till  the  Lord  in  his  mercy  caua^d  %\^^  Hght  of  hit^ 
day  to  shine  into  our  hearts,  whloh  ehas^d  ^W^^  the  dltrl^^^a^ 
of  the  night,  and  made  the  things  of  th^  d^y  mani^t* 

Are  ye  of  the  house  of  Jacob?  Aro  ye  of  the  right  seed  } 
Are  ye  of  the  true  breathers  after  God's  holiness,  after  the  lif^ 
and  righteousness  of  hjs  Zlon  ?  Oh !  then  come  ye,  know, 
acknowledge,  Tegeive,  aftd  wait  t<?  W^lk  W  the  li^ht  of  tJjA 
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Lord;  and  do  not  join  to  that  in  yon  which  is  separated 
from,  and  knoweth  not,  the  light  of  the  Lord,  but  opposeth 
it.  And,  friends,  I  beseech  you,  take  heed  in  this  point; 
tor  lie  tliat  denieth,  refusetli,  opposeth,  speaketh  evil,  or 
thinketh  hardly  of  any  thing  that  is  indeed  of  Christ,  doth 
it  to  Christ  himself,  in  Christ's  account  (that  is,  Christ 
looketh  upon  it  as  if  he  had  denied  him,  refused  him,  op- 
posed him,  spoke  evil  of  him,  &c.),  and  it  will  be  so  laid  to 
his  charge  in  the  day  of  the  Lord.  And  indeed  such  is  ni^* 
love  to  you,  and  such  my  desire  after  your  eternal  good  and 
welfare,  that  I  would  not  have  you  stumble  at  the  light  and 
power  of  life,  which  the  Lord  hath  revealed  and  stretched 
out  (in  this  day  of  his  mercy)  to  gather  and  save  with;  but 
feel  the  gathering  by  it  from  all  that  scattereth  from  the 
Lord,  with  the  preservation  which  is  thereby,  and  the  effect- 
ing of  that  in  your  spirits  which  it  is  able  to  effect,  as  it 
comes  to  manifest  itself  unto  you,  and  to  put  forth  his 
strength  in  you.  So  wait  for  the  gatliering  unto  the  light 
(the  light  of  the  everlasting  day  of  God),  and  into  the  power 
which  is  able  to  redeem  and  defend  the  soul  from  all  tliat  is 
contrary  to  God.  And  when  ye  are  there,  be  diligent  and 
faithful  to  the  Lord:  and  feel  (oh!  daily  wait  to  feel  from 
him)  the  unclothing  of  your  spirits  from  all  their  own  un- 
righteousness; yea,  from  all  their  own  righteousness  also 
(which  is  but  as  filthy  rags  before  the  Lord,  even  of  the 
same  nature  with  the  unrighteousness),  that  ye  ma^-  be 
clothed  upon  with  the  new  and  living  garment,  wherein 
there  is  neither  spot  nor  wrinkle,  nor  any  such  thing.  For 
they  that  arc  of  Christ,  and  in  Christ,  do  as  really  put  on 
the  nature,  the  Spirit,  the  garment  of  the  second  Adam,  as 
ever  they  did  put  off  the  old  garment,  nature,  and  spirit. 

This  is  from  one  who  uprightly  and  singly  dcsireth  your 
union  with  the  Lord  in  his  pure  truth  and  holy  anointing, 
and  your  dij^union  from  all  that  is  contrary  to  him. 

Isaac  Penington. 
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A  Query  addedy  with  its  Answer. 

What  is  tlio  true  confession  of  Christ,  even  that  confes- 
sion which  arisetli  from  the  knowIe(l«^e  which  is  life  etcnial  ? 

Ans.  Friends,  I  witness  it  to  be  this:  A  confession  of  his 
nature,  a  confession  of  his  Spirit,  a  confession  of  his  life^  a 
confession  of  his  power.  To  confess  the  i)rescnt  living  ap- 
peai-ance  of  Christ,  that  is  to. confess  Christ.  "Behold," 
suith  he,  "I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock."  lie  that  lieareth 
liis  voice,  acknowleilgetli  him,  letteth  him  in,  subjecteth  to 
his  truth  and  Holy  Spirit, — he  confesseth  him.  Bnt  though 
a  man  should  acknowledge  and  confess  all  that  is  recorded 
in  the  Scriptures  concerning  hint;  yet  if  he  know  not  his 
knocks,  so  as  to  let  him  in,  and  become  subject  to  his 
power,  he  doth  not  confess  Christ  as  he  ought  to  do,  and  as 
God  requireth  of  him.  Oh  that  ye  could  learn  thus  to 
know  Christ,  and  thus  to  confess  him !  For  until  ye  thus 
know  him,  ye  cannot  thus  confess  him.  And  your  knees 
must  first  bow  at  his  name,  before  your  tongues  can  rightly 
confess  liim,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father!  For  if  ye  will 
indeed  glorify  the  Father,  ye  must  bow  to  the  Son,  who  is 
the  light  wherein  God  dwells,  in  the  shillings  whei*eof  he 
appears  to,  and  visits  the  sons  of  men.  And  as  the  Son  him- 
self is  spiritual ;  so  is  the  light  wherewith  he  visits  dark 
man.  His  law  is  spiritual,  able  to  convert  the  soul  of  any 
man  in  whose  heart  it  is  written,  and  to  make  wise  (the  most 
simple  among  men)  unto  salvation.  For  the  law  of  God, 
writ  in  the  heart,  is  from  the  covenant  of  life  ;  and  delivers 
and  preser\'es  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death,  having  the 
light,  power,  and  Spirit  of  Christ  in  and  with  it,  from  whom 
it  comes. 

Xow  if  ye  will  know  these  things  clearly,  certainly,  and 
iiifallibly;  wait  to  fuel  some  touches,  some  drawings,  some 
convictions  of  God's  Spirit  upon  your  hearts.  And  then 
dispute  not  against  them ;  but  immediately  become  subject, 
so  far  as  the  light  and  drawings  of  the  Father  incline  and 
lead  the  mind;  and  then  ye  shall  see  what  ho  is  that  draws, 
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and  of  what  nature  his  drawings  are.  And  if  once  je  come 
to  feel  the  preciooaneM  of  his  ointment;  and  to  partake  of 
it,  receiving  it  and  following  it,  it  will  bring  you  into  the 
pure  vir^nity,  which  loyee  and  longs  after  the  name  that 
anoints  with  the  pure  living  oil. 

Friends,  I  was  once  where  ye  now  are;  and  in  that  day,  I 
also  (through  error  and  mistake)  called  the  light  wherewith 
Christ  hath  enlightened  man,  natural,  as  ye  now  do.  But 
the  Lord  hath  since  showed  me,  that  it  was  not  the  true 
birth  of  life  in  me  which  so  called  it;  and  it  is  also  mani- 
fested to  me  in  his  Spirit  of  truth  (which  deceives  not),  that 
it  is  not  the  true  birth  in  you,  which  so  judges  of  it.  Oh 
that  ye  were  born  of  the  Spirit,  and  in  it  knew  the  names 
of  the  things  from  their  nature,  and  might  be  taught  of  the 
Father  to  worship  the  Son !  which  ye  can  never  do,  till  ye 
come  into  the  Son's  light;  and  that  is  the  Sou's  light,  even 
that  wherewith  he  hath  enlightened  men,  that  they  might 
believe  in  the  Father  through  him.  The  Scriptures  (or  any 
words  spoken  or  written)  are  not  the  light  itself,  but  testi- 
monies concerning  the  light  Now  that  which  ye  are  to 
come  into,  and  to  dwell  and  abide  in,  is  the  light  itself; 
which  light  was  before  any  words  that  testify  of  it,  and  is 
the  substance  of  all  the  shadows,  and  the  end  of  all  the  tes- 
timonies concerning  it  He  is  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  Be- 
ginning and  the  End  of  the  new  creation  of  God.  Oh  that 
ye  so  knew  him ! 

T^hat  from  which  the  Scriptures  came,  is  the  thing,  the 
life,  the  Spirit,  the  power  itself;  which  is  able  to  write  in- 
wardly, as  well  as  outwardly.  And  he  that  knows  the  thing, 
and  is  led  to  the  thing  by  the  inward  writing  (which  is  the 
testimony  of  Jesus,  the  Spirit  of  prophecy)  he  by  the  testi- 
mony of  Jesus,  by  the  Spirit  of  prophecy,  is  led  to  the  Holy 
Power;  which  he  believing  in,  it  prevails  to  save  him  out  o ' 
the  contrary  spirit  and  power.  And  this  the  Gentiles  with . 
out  the  law,  the  Jews  under  the  law,  and  the  believers  un- 
der grace,  had  spiritually  all  one  and  the  same  way  and  path 
of  life  unto  salvation ;  and  God  will  be  clear  and  just  in  judg^ 
ing  them  all  according  thereunto,  who  had  all  some  mani- 
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fcr^tation  of  the  gospel  an<l  power  which  saves,  according  to 
the  dispensation  of  the  good  pleasure  of  the  free  giver. 
And  men's  perishing  in  the  time  of  every  dispensation,  is 
not  for  want  of  light  and  power  from  God,  hfft  from  men's 
withdrawing  and  apostatizing  from  the  light  and  power, 
which  in  every  dispensation  of  life  stretched  forth  its  hand 
and  arm  suiBciently  to  gather  and  save. 


There  is  one  thing  more  in  my  Henri  unto  Yoiiy  at  this  Time^ 

which  is 

COXCERNING  APPLYING  THE  PROMISES. 

Tub  promises  of  God  are  great  and  precious,  and  give  to 
partake  of  the  divine  nature  those  that  wait  upon  the  Lord 
in  the  faith  and  obedience  of  his  truth.  Now  there  are  es- 
tates and  conditions  to  which  they  do  belong;  audthere  are 
estates  and  conditions  to  which  they  do  not  belong :  and  if 
any  one  apply  any  promise  to  himself,  he  not  being  in  that 
estate  and  condition  to  which  that  promise  belongs,  he  de- 
ceives his  soul,  and  sucks  not  in  the  true  sweetness  and 
comfort  of  the  promise,  but  of  his  own  imaginary  appre- 
hensions concerning  the  promise. 

There  is  a  state  of  wounding,  of  judging,  of  God's  plead- 
ing with  the  soul,  because  of  sin  and  transgression.  Now 
he  that  breaks  and  wounds,  he  alone  can  bind  up  and  heal; 
and  the  Lord  is  to  be  waited  upon  in  the  way  of  his  judg- 
ments, until  he  see  meet  to  bind  up  and  heal.  Now  the 
Lord  heals  by  the  same  Spirit  and  power  wherewith  he 
wouu(k;  but  it  is  hard  to  lie  under  the  judgment,  to  bear 
the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  and  so  keep  the  wound  (which 
he  makes)  open,  till  he  pour  in  the  oil,  and  heal.  For  there 
is  that  near,  which  will  be  oftering  to  heal  before  the  season, 
and  will  be  bringing  in  promises,  and  applying  promises,  oth- 
erwise than  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  intendeth  orapplieth  them. 
Now  this  is  diligently  to  be  watched  against,  that  the  hurt 
of  the  soul  (judged  and  wounded  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord) 
be  not  healed  slightly,  and  peace  spoken  to  it  (and  an  ex- 
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pectation  and  hope  raised  in  it)  which  is  not  of  the  Lord. 
But  this  is  the  right  way,  even  to  give  up  to  feel  that  which 
wounds,  and  to  receive  the  woundings  of  thy  soul's  friend, 
and  lie  low  Wore  him  in  the  wounded  state,  waiting  upon 
him  in  the  way  of  his  judgments  and  righteous  indignation ; 
till  the  same  that  wounded,  speak  peace.  For  the  same  is 
to  speak  peace,  and  not  another;  "I  the  Lord  wound,  and  I 
heal;  I  kill,  and  I  make  alive."  Judgment  is  mine,  and 
mercy  is  mine;  and  they  both  issue  from  my  lips.  (See 
Isa.  xii.  1.)  So  every  one,  that  would  not  be  deceived  about, 
nor  misapply  the  promises,  wait  to  feel  that  in  you,  which 
leads  into  the  condition  to  which  the  promise  belongs,  and 
to  be  led  into  and  kept  in  the  condition  by  it.  And  then, 
the  same  that  leads  into  the  condition,  will  apply  the  prom- 
ise to  him  who  is  in  the  condition,  the  ear  being  open  to 
him,  hearkening  to  the  Lord,  waiting  what  he  will  speak, 
who  speaks  peace  to  his  people  in  his  seasons;  and  having 
the  ear  shut  against  the  voice  of  the  unrighteous  troubler  of 
the  souls  of  God's  heritage.  Yea,  he  that  applieth  the 
promises  to  the  soul  (having  brought  it  into  the  state  to 
which  they  belong),  he  also  will  lead  and  bring  unto  the  ful- 
filling of  the  promises,  even  to  the  receiving  of  the  good 
things  promised  and  waited  for;  so  that  the  soul  shall  wit- 
ness the  gospel  to  be  a  glorious  state  indeed ;  a  state  of  life, 
a  state  of  liberty,  a  state  of  power,  a  state  of  dominion,  a 
state  of  holiness,  a  kingdom  of  righteousness  and  peace, 
wherein  there  are  everlasting  mansions  and  dwelling-places 
in  Christ  Jesus,  for  the  seed  of  the  righteous  for  evermore. 

The  Lord  God  of  everlasting  mercy,  life,  power,  and  rich 
goodness,  cause  the  light  of  his  own  Holy  Spirit  to  shine 
into  your  hearts,  guide  you  thereby  into  and  in  the  true 
way,  even  in  the  pure,  living  path  (which  was  and  is  but 
one  for  ever)  that  ye  may  come  into  the  true  possession,  and 
full  enjoyment,  and  infellible  witnessing  of  these  things. 

28d  of  the  Second  month,  1668. 
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There  is  another  Query  0/  ^eeU  Omcemnienij  which  springeih 
up  in  my  Heart  towards  yovu 

Query.  Is  not  the  Spirit,  or  anointing,  the  great  gospel 
promise,  and  the  great  gospel  ordinance  ?  Is  not  be  truths 
and  no  Ue,  and  the  leader  out  of  all  lies  and  deceits  into  the 
truth,  and  the  preserver  of  the  noiind  and  spirit  therein? 
^^Little  children,"  said  the  same  apostle,  who  had  directed 
to  the  anointing,  "keep  yourselves  from  idols,"  Is  there 
any  possibility  of  being  kept  from  images  and  idols  but  by 
him?  Can  any  understand  the  things  of  the  Spirit,  or  the 
words  spoken  by  the  Spirit  concerning  spiritual  things,  but 
by  him  ?  And  then,  is  not  every  apprehension,  that  ye  take 
up  from  the  Scriptures  concerning  spiritual  things,  which 
ye  have  not  from  him,  but  comprehend  and  gather  of  your- 
selves, an  image,  or  conceiving  of  your  own,  concerning 
that  thing,  and  not  that  true  knowledge  and  understand- 
ing of  the  thing  which  he  alone  can  give?  Oh  that  all  the 
chambers  of  imagery  were  thrown  down  in  you,  and  everj- 
idol  of  the  heart  and  mind  discovered  to  you,  and  broken 
down  by  the  light  and  power  of  the  Lord !  that  ya  might 
come  to  that  which  is  pure  and  living,  and  by  its  purifying 
know  the  pure  heart,  the  pure  mind,  the  pure  conscience, 
and  oflTer  up  the  pure,  perfect  ottering;  not  the  lame,  blind, 
imperfect,  Ac.,  which  were  not  accepted,  in  the  figure,  un- 
der the  law,  nor  acceptable  under  the  gospel.  Mai.  i.  11. 13. 
and  chap.  iii.  3. 

Friends,  ye  must  know  that  which  is  pure  from  God,  and 
ye  must  come  into  it  (out  of  that  which  is  impure,  into  that 
which  is  pure).  Now  that  ye  may  do  so,  ye  must  know  the 
purifying;  for  nothing  that  is  impure  can  enter  into  that 
which  is  pure.  Yea,  ye  must  become  priests  to  God,  and 
wear  the  priest's  garment,  the  pure  garment,  the  living 
garment,  the  fine  linen,  without  mixture  of  the  woollen. 
Ye  must  be  born  of  the  innocency,  be  clothed  with  the  in- 
nocency.  The  stony,  hard,  desperately  wicked  heart  must 
be  taken  away,  and  the  tender  heart  of  flesh  received^  t\i^ 

Vol.  m.— % 
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iiiiud  renewed  to  God,  the  fear  put  within  (which  cleanseth 
and  keepeth  clean),  the  law  written  within,  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  pnt  in  the  inward  parts,  and  felt  powerfully  operating 
and  changing  there.  Yea,  and  the  inside  must  not  only  be 
clean,  but  the  outside  also ;  for  ye  roust  be  clothed  with  the 
Spirit,  clothed  with  the  Lamb's  righteousness  and  holiness ; 
and  thus  ye  must  appear  before  the  Lord  in  his  temple, 
which  is  the  beauty  of  holiness,  whose  house  holiness  be- 
comes for  ever;  where  ye  are  never  to  appear  in  your  own 
filthy  rags,  but  in  the  nature,  Spirit,  righteousness,  and  life 
of  Christ-  And  thus  ye  are  well  pleasing  to  God,  even  in 
that  which  is  pf  God ;  being  born  of  that,  formed  of  that, 
found  in  that,  appearing  in  that  But  in  his  own,  no  man 
can  be  accepted;  for  it  is  determined  of  God,  and  stands 
irreversible  for  ever,  that  in  his  own  (in  hb  own  knowledge, 
in  his  own  faith,  in  his  own  obedience,  in  his  own  right- 
eousness, in  his  own  willing  and  running,  &c.)  shall  no  flesh 
for  ever  be  justified  in  his  sight;  but  only  and  alone  in  the 
nature.  Spirit,  life,  righteousness,  faith,  obedience,  and  ho- 
liness of  his  Son.  Therefore  wait  for  the  seed,  that  ye  may 
know  the  seed,  feel  the  seed,  the  pure  seed  of  life  (the  leaven 
of  the  heavenly  kingdom),  and  may  witness  it  arising  and 
come  in  you  to  do  the  will,  and  you  in  it  quickened  and 
enabled  to  live  to  and  serve  the  living  God.  And  when  ye 
know  this  seed,  ye  know  Christ;  and  when  ye  receive  this 
seed,  ye  receive  Christ;  and  if  it  live  in  you,  Christ  lives  in 
you  ;  and  in  it  (being  in  it,  and  abiding  in  it)  are  ye  heirs 
of  the  life,  kingdom,  and  power,  which  hath  no  end;  and 
shall  daily  feel  the  promises  and  blessings  belonging  to  the 
seed,  flowing  in  upon  your  spirits.  But  if  ye  content  your- 
selves with  the  knowledge  of  Christ  which  the  erring  and 
apostatized  spirit  of.  man  from  the  life  and  power  may 
gather  out  of  the  letter  of  the  Scriptures,  and  feed  thereon ; 
that  will  not  nourish  you  up  to  eternal  life,  but  death  and 
sin,  and  the  gates  of  hell  will  have  power  over  you  notwith- 
standing that ;  but  if  ye,  through  the  Spirit,  receive  power 
over  that  which  is  contrary  to  God,  and  through  him  mor- 
tify the  deeds  of  the  body,  ye  shall  live.     Therefore  wait 
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for  the  manifestation  of  the  pure  power  of  the  eudless  life, 
whieb  ie  now  dispensed  from  on  high  (blessed  be  the  name 
of  the  living  ope! ),  t^ni  wait  to  know  and  be  joined  to  tbat 
seed  of  life,  wherein  and  whereby  it  is  dispensed,  that  ye 
may  witness  Qhrist's  kingdom  come  to  you,  and  the  reign 
of  your  spirits  with  him  therein,  over  all  that  captivateth 
from  him,  loadeth  the  soul,  boweth  down  and  oppresseth. 


A  POSTSCRIPT 

Concerning  Deceit  and  being  Deceived. 

There  is  that  which  deceives  (where  it  is  hearkened  to), 
and  there  is  that  which  is  liable  to  be  deceived  by  it.  There 
is  likewise  that  which  deceiveth  not;  and  there  is  also  that 
which  cannot  be  deceived.  80  likewise  there  ift  a  pure  fear 
and  watching  in  the  truth  against  the  deceit,  lest  by  any 
means  it  should  enter  and  betray.  As  also  there  is  a  fear 
that  is  a  snare  (which  the  true  faith  preserves  out  of)  where- 
by many  are  entangled  in  the  veiy  bowels  of  deceit,  even 
concerning  those  very  things  about  which  they  are  afraid 
they  should  be  deceived.  This  hath  been  experienced  by 
those,  who  have  been  acquainted  with  the  Lord's  precious 
truth,  and  thereby  are  come  to  know  and  discern  the  wiles 
and  devices  of  Satan ;  who  often  hath  quenched  what  the 
Lord  hath  kindled,  by  his  stirring  up  a  fear,  lest  it  should 
not  be  of  the  Lord,  but  from  the  spirit  of  deceit. 

It  is  true,  that  in  the  apostasy  from  the  life  and  Spirit  of 
truth,  deceit  did  generally  prevail  and  overwhelm  the 
minds  of  people.  And  so  far  as  people  are  yet  in  the  apos- 
tasy (not  being  gathered  and  redeemed  out  of  it,  by  the 
Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord),  they  are  yet  under  deceit; 
though  perhaps  they  little  think  so.  Little  did  we  think 
formerly  (and  little  do  they  think  now,  who  are  now  in  that 
state  we  were  then  in),  that  while  we  so  much  feared  being 
deceived,  we  were  already  deceived,  being  short  of  the  life 
and  power  of  truth,  which  alone  is  able  to  make  free  and 
preserve  from  deceit    When  the  Lord  cometh  to  bring  to 
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the  primitive  light  and  principle,  that  he  mfght  perfectly 
deliver  out  of  deceit;  what  can  the  enemy  do  more  advan- 
tageously towards  keeping  his  hold  in  the  mind,  and  tow- 
ards keeping  the  mind  in  the  deceits  wherein  he  liath  already 
entangled  it,  than  to  stir  up  and  heighten  a  fear  in  it,  lest 
the  precious  truth,  which  God  maketh  manifest  to  deliver 
the  soul  by,  should  be  deceit?  And  they  that  hearken  to, 
and  let  in,  the  voice  of  the  deceiver,  must  needs  believe  it 
to  be  so.  And  thus  with  them  light  ^'cometh  to  be  called 
darkness,  and  darkness  light.  Yea,  who  is  it,  at  this  day, 
who  escapeth  this  snare,  of  calling  evil  good,  and  good 
evil  ?  Surely  none  but  he,  whose  soul  is  led  into  and  lives 
in  the  light  and  power  of  truth. 

For  most  men  take  up  principles,  according  to  their  own 
or  other  men's  understanding  of  the  Scriptures,  and  judge 
according  ta  those  principles;  and  so  the  Spirit  and  light  of 
the  Lord  judgeth  not  in  them,  but  they  themselves  judge 
according  to  an  assumed  knowledge.  So  that  flesh  is  not 
silent,  the  man  is  not  dead  in  them  and  brought  to  nothing, 
but  only  lives  in  a  higher  region  than  he  did  before.  Be- 
fore, he  lived  in  an  apparent  unrighteousness;  now  he  lives 
in  an  imagined  righteousness  and  faith;  but  not  in  the 
Son*s  righteousness,  not  in  the  Son's  faith,  not  in  the  Sou*s 
power,  not  in  the  Son's  dominion ;  but  at  best  only  in  that 
which  he  appreheudeth  and  strongly  imagineth  to  be  so. 

Oh !  happy  is  he,  who  is  come  through  all  his  own  imag- 
inings and  conceivings  about  the  things  of  God,  and  his  own 
apprehensions  about  scriptures  and  promises,  and  is  come 
into  the  thing  itself,  into  the  Spirit  of  life  (into  the  truth 
and  into  the  power),  and  who  walks  with  God  therein,  daily 
witnessing  the  redemption  which  is  of  him,  through  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  wlio  is  known  and  partook  of  in  the  pure, 
quickening  Spirit,  and  not  otherwise.  And  he  that  is  tnily 
begotten  of  God,  and  dwells  with  him  in  the  light  which  is 
eternal,  knows  that  he  is  of  God ;  which  others  may  strongly 
imagine  tlicy  are,  but  none  else  can  truly  know  it,  but  may 
easily  err  and  be  entangled  in  the  deceits  of  the  enemy 
about  the  new  birth»  and  other  weighty  things,  while  they 
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are  greatly  afraid  of  being  deceived  by  him,  and  60,  tbrougli 
that  fear,  fly  the  pure  truth,  which  frees  from  deceits,  lest 
it  should  deceive  them. 


A  Brief  Account  of  my  Soul's  Travel  towards  the  Holy 
Land,  and  how  at  length  it  pleased  the  Loixl  to  join  my 
Heart  to  his  pure,  holy,  living  Truth;  wherein  I  have 
witnessed  the  New  Covenant,  and  Peace  with  the  Lord 
therein.  With  a  few  Words  concerning  the  way  of 
Knowing  and  Receiving  the  Truth :  which  is  not  done  by 
Disputes  and  Reasonings  of  the  Mind  about  it;  but  in 
waiting  aright  for  the  Demonstration  and  Power  of  God's 
Spirit  to  open  the  Heart  and  Understanding,  and  by  sub- 
nrissive  Obedience  to  it,  even  in  it«  lowest  Appearances 
in  the  inward  Parts. 

My  heart  from  my  childhood  was  pointed  towards  the 
Lord,  whom  I  feared  and  longed  after  from  my  tender  years ; 
wherein  I  felt^  that  I  could  not  be  satisfied  with  (nor  indeed 
seek  after)  the  things  of  this  perishing  world,  which  natu- 
rally pass  away;  but  I  desired  true  sense  of,  and  unity  with, 
that  which  abideth  for  ever.  There  was  somewhat  indeed 
then  still  within  me  (even  the  seed  of  eternity)  which  leav- 
ened and  balanced  my  spirit  almost  continually;  but  I  knew 
it  not  distinctly,  so  as  to  turn  to  it,  and  to  give  up  to  it, 
entirely  and  understandingly.  Li  this  temper  of  mind  I  ear- 
nestly sought  after  the  Lord,  applying  myself  to  hear  ser- 
mons, and  read  the  best  books  I  could  meet  with,  but  espe- 
cially the  Scriptures,  which  were  very  sweet  and  savory  to 
me;  yea,  I  very  earnestly  desired  and  pressed  after  the 
knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  but  was  much  afraid  of  receiving 
men's  interpretations  of  them,  or  of  fastening  any  interpre- 
tation upon  them  myself;  but  waited  much,  and  prayed 
much,  that  from  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  I  might  receive  the 
true  understanding  of  them,  and  that  he  would  chiefly  en- 
due me  with  that  knowledge,  which  I  might  feel  sanctifying 
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and  saving.  And  indeed  I  did  sensibly  receive  of  his  love, 
of  his  mercy,  and  of  his  grace,  which  I  felt  still  freely  to 
move  towards  me,  and  at  seasons  when  I  was  most  filled 
with  the  sense  of  my  own  unworthiness,  and  had  least  ex- 
pectations of  the  manifestation  of  them.  But  I  was  exceed- 
ingly entangled  about  election  and  reprobation  (having 
drunk  in  that  doctrine,  according  as  it  was  then  held  forth 
by  the  strictest  of  those  that  were  termed  Puritans,  and  as 
then  seemed  to  be  very  manifest  and  positive  from  Rom. 
ix.  Ac),  fearing  lest,  notwithstanding  all  my  desires  and 
seekings  after  the  Lord,  he  might  in  his  decree  have  passed 
me  by ;  and  I  felt  it  would  be  bitter  to  me  to  bear  his  wrath, 
and  be  separated  from  his  love  for  evermore;  j'ct,  if  he  had 
so  decreed,  it  would  be,  and  I  should  (notwithstanding  these 
fair  beginnings  and  hopes)  Ml  away  and  perish  at  the  last. 
In  this  great  trouble  and  grief  (which  was  much  added  to 
by  not  finding  the  Spirit  of  God  so  in  me  and  with  me,  as  I 
had  read  and  believed  the  former  Christians  had  it),  and  in 
mourning  over  and  grappling  with  secret  corruptions  and 
temptations,  I  spent  many  years,  and  fell  into  great  weak- 
ness of  body;  and  often  casting  myself  upon  my  bed,  did 
wring  my  hands  and  weep  bitterly,  begging  earnestly  of  the 
Lord,  daily,  that  I  might  be  pitied  by  him,  and  helped 
against  my  enemies,  and  be  made  comformable  to  the  image 
of  his  Son,  by  his  own  renewing  power.  And  indeed  at 
last  (when  my  nature  was  almost  spent,  and  the  pit  of  de- 
spair was  even  closing  its  mouth  upon  me)  mercy  sprang, 
and  deliverance  came,  and  the  Lord  my  6od  owned  me,  and 
sealed  his  love  unto  me,  and  light  sprang  within  me,  which 
made  not  only  the  Scriptures,  but  the  very  outward  creat- 
tures  glorious  in  my  eye,  so  that  every  thing  was  sweet  and 
pleasant  and  lightsome  round  about  me.  But  I  soon  felt, 
that  this  estate  was  too  high  and  glorious  for  me,  and  I  was 
not  able  to  abide  iu  it,  it  so  overcame  my  natural  spirits; 
wherefore,  blessing  the  name  of  the  Lord  for  his  great  good- 
ness to  me,  I  prayed  unto  him  to  take  that  from  me  which 
I  was  not  able  to  bear,  and  to  give  me  such  a^roportion  of 
liis  light  and  presence,  as  was  suitable  to  my  present  statOi 
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and  might  fit  me  for  his  service.  Whereupon  this  was  pres- 
ently removed  fix)m  me;  yet  a  savor  remained  with  me, 
wherein  I  had  sweetness,  and  comfort,  and  refreshment  for 
a  long  season.  But  my  mind  did  not  then  know  how  to 
turn  to  and  dwell  with  that  which  gave  me  the  savor,  nor 
rightly  to  read  what  God  did  daily  write  in  my  heart,  which 
sufficiently  manifested  itself  to  be  of  him,  by  its  living  vir- 
tue and  pure  operation  upon  me;  but  I  looked  upon  the 
Scriptures  to  be  my  rule,  and  so  would  weigh  the  inward  ap- 
pearances of  God  to  me  by  what  was  outwardly  written,  and 
durst  not  receive  any  thing  from  God  immediately,  as  it 
sprang  from  the  fountain,  but  only  in  that  mediate  way. 
Herein  did  I  limit  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  and  exceedingly 
hurt  my  own  soul,  as  I  afterwards  felt  and  came  to  under- 
stand. Yet  the  Lord  was  tender  to  me,  and  condescended 
exceedingly,  opening  scriptures  to  me,  freshly  every  day, 
teaching  and  instructing,  warming  and  comforting  my  heart 
thereby ;  and  truly  he  did  help  me  to  pray,  and  to  believe, 
and  to  love  him  and  his  appearances  in  any;  yea,  to  love  all 
the  sons  of  men,  and  all  his  creatures,  with  a  tnie  love.  But 
that  in  me  which  knew  not  the  appearances  of  the  Lord  in 
ray  spirit,  but  would  limit  him  to  words  of  scriptures  for- 
merly written,  that  proceeded  yet  further,  and  would  be 
raising  a  fabric  of  knowledge  out  of  the  scriptures,  and  gath- 
ering a  perfect  rule  (as  I  thought)  ooucerningmy  heart,  my 
words,  my  ways,  my  worship;  and  according  to  what  I  thus 
drank  in  (after  this  manner,  from  the  Scriptures)  I  practised, 
and  with  much  seriousness  of  spirit  and  prayer  to  God  fell  a 
helping  to  build  up  an  Lidependent  congregation,  wherein 
the  savor  of  life  and  the  presence  of  God  was  fresh  with  me, 
as  I  believe  there  are  yet  some  alive  of  that  congregation 
can  testify. 

This  was  my  state,  when  I  was  smitten,  broken,  and  dis- 
tressed by  the  Lord,  confounded  in  my  worship,  confounded 
in  my  knowledge,  stripped  of  all  in  one  day  (which  it  is  hard 
to  utter)  and  was  matter  of  amaaement  to  all  that  belield 
me.  I  lay  open  and  naked  to  all  that  would  inquire  of  me, 
and  strive  to  search  out  what  might  be  the  cavis^  t\\^  liW^ 
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ebould  deal  «o  with  me.  They  would  at  first  be  jealous  that 
I  had  sinned  and  provoked  him  so  to  do;  but  wlien  they 
had  scanned  things  thoroughly,  aud  I  had  opened  my  heart 
nUkedly  to  them,  I  do  not  remember  any  one  that  ever  re- 
tained that  sense  concerning  me.  My  soul  remembereth 
the  wormwood  and  gall,  the  exceeding  bitterness  of  that 
state,  and  is  still  humbled  in  me  in  the  remembrance  of  it 
before  the  Lord.  Oh,  how  did  T  wish  with  Job,  that  I  might 
come  before  him,  and  bowingly  plead  with  him ;  for  indeed  I 
had  no  sense  of  any  guilt  upon  me,  but  was  sick  of  love 
towards  him,  and  as  one  violentlv  rent  from  the  bosom  of  his 
beloved  I  Oh,  how  gladly  would  I  have  met  with  death ! 
For  I  was  weary  all  the  day  long,  and  aflnid  of  the  nighty 
and  weary  also  of  the  night-season,  and  afraid  of  the  ensu- 
ing day.  I  remember  my  grievous  and  bitter  mournings  to 
the  Lord ;  how  often  did  I  say,  O  Lord,  why  hast  thou  for- 
saken me?  Why  hast  thou  broken  me  to  pieces?  I  had 
no  delight  but  thee,  no  desire  after  anj*  but  thee.  My  heart 
was  bent  wholly  to  serve  thee,  and  thou  hast  even  fitted  me 
(as  appeared  to  my  sense)  by  many  deep  exercises  and  ex- 
periences fo!'  thy  sen-iec;  why  do8t  thou  make  me  thus 
miserable?  8ometimcs  I  would  cast  mine  eye  upon  a  scrip- 
ture, and  my  heart  would  even  melt  within  mo ;  at  other 
times  I  would  desire  to  pray  to  my  God,  as  I  had  fonnerly 
done;  but  I  found  I  knew  him  not,  and  I  could  not  tell  how 
to  pray,  or  in  any  wise  to  come  near  him,  as  I  had  formerly 
done.  In  this  condition  I  wandered  up  and  down  from 
mountain  to  hill,  from  one  sort  to  another,  with  a  cry  in  my 
spirit.  Can  ye  tell  news  of  my  beloved  ?  Where  doth  he 
dwell?  AVhcrc  doth  ho  appear?  But  their  voices  were  still 
strange  to  me,  and  I  would  retire  sad  and  oppressed,  and 
bowed  down  in  spirit,  from  tliem. 

Xow  surely,  all  serious,  sober,  sensible  people,  will  be 
ready  to  inquire,  liow  I  came  satisfyingly  to  know  the  Lord 
at  length ;  or  whether  I  do  yet  certainly  know  him,  and  am 
yet  truly  satisfied? 

Yes  indeed,  I  am  satisfied  at  my  very  heart.    Truly  my 
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heart  is  united  to  him  whom  I  longed  after,  in  an  everlaet* 
iug  covenant  of  pure  life  and  peace. 

Well  then,  how  came  this  about?  will  some  say. 

Why  thus.  The  Lord  opened  my  spirit,  the  Lord  gave 
me  the  certain  and  sensible  feelhig  of  the  pure  seed,  which 
had  been  with  me  from  the  beginning;  the  Lord  caused  his 
holy  power  to  fall  upon  me,  and  gave  me  such  an  inward 
demonstration  and  feeling  of  the  seed  of  life,  that  I  cried  out 
in  my  spirit:  This  is  he^  this  is  he;  ihert  is  not  another,  there 
never  was  another.  He  was  always  near  me,  though  I  hiew  him 
not  (not  so  sensibly,  not  so  distinctly,  as  now  he  was  re- 
Wealed  in  me  and  to  me  by  the  Father);  oh  that  I  might  now 
be  joined  to  him,  and  he  alone  might  live  in  me.  And  so  in  the 
willingness  which  God  had  wrought  in  me  (in  this  day  of 
his  power  to  my  soul),  I  gave  up  to  be  instructed,  exercised, 
and  led  by  him,  in  the  waiting  for  and  feeling  of  his  holy 
seed,  that  all  might  be  wrought  out  of  me  which  could  not 
live  with  the  seed,  but  would  be  hindering  the  dwelling 
and  reigning  of  the  seed  in  me,  while  it  remained  and  had 
power.  And  so  I  have  gone  through  a  sore  travail,  and 
tight  of  afflictions  and  temptations,  of  many  kinds;  where- 
in the  Lord  hath  been  merciful  to  me  in  helping  me,  and 
preserving  the  spark  of  life  in  me,  in  the  midst  of  many 
things  which  had  befallen  me,  whose  nature  tended  to 
<|uench  and  extinguish  it. 

Now  thus  having  met  with  the  true  way,  and  walked 
with  the  Lord  therein,  wherein  daily  certainty,  yea,  and 
fiiU  assurance  of  &ith  and  of  understanding  is  at  length  ob- 
tained; I  cannot  be  silent  (true  love  and  pure  life  stirring 
in  me  and  moving  me)  but  am  necessitated  to  testify  of  it 
to  others ;  and  this  is  it,  to  retire  inwardly,  and  wait  to  feel 
somewhat  of  the  Lord,  somewhat  of  his  Holy  Spirit  and 
power,  discovering  and  drawing  from  that  which  is  contrary 
to  him,  and  into  his  holj*  nature  and  heavenly  image.  And 
then,  as  the  mind  is  joined  to  this,  somewhat  is  received, 
some  true  life,  some  true  light,  some  true  discerning;  which 
the  creature  not  exceeding  (but  abiding  in  the  measure  of) 
is  safe;  but  it  is  easy  erring  from  this,  but  hard  ahldiu^ 
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with  it,  and  not  going  before  its  leadings.  But  he  that  feels 
life,  and  begins  in  life,  doth  he  not  begin  safely?  And  he 
that  waits,  and  fears,  and  goes  on  no  further  than  his  Cap- 
tain goes  before  liira,  doth  he  not  proceed  safely?  Yea,  very 
safely,  even  till  he  cometh  to  be  so  settled  and  estab- 
lished in  the  virtue,  demonstration,  and  power  of  truth,  as 
nothing  can  prevail  to  shake  him.  Now,  blessed  be  the 
Lord,  there  are  many  at  this  da}^  who  can  truly  and  faith- 
fully witness,  that  they  have  been  brought  bj^  the  Lord  to 
this  state.  And  thus  have  we  learned  of  the  Lord ;  to  wit, 
not  by  the  high,  striving,  aspiring  mind,  but  by  lying  low, 
and  being  contented  with  a  little.  If  but  a  crumb  of  bread* 
(yet  if  bread),  if  but  a  drop  of  water  (yet  if  water),  we  have 
been  contented  with  it,  and  also  thankful  to  the  Lord  for 
it;  nor  by  thoughtfuhiess,  and  wise  searching  and  deep  con- 
sidering with  our  own  wisdom  and  reason  have  we  obtained 
it;  but  in  the  still,  meek,  and  humble  waiting,  have  we 
found  that  brought  into  the  death,  which  is  not  to  know 
the  mj^steries  of  God's  kingdom,  and  that  which  is  to  live, 
made  alive  and  increase  in  life. 

Therefore  he  that  would  truly  know  the  Lord,  let  him 
take  heed  of  bis  own  reason  and  understanding.  I  tried 
this  way  very  far;  for  I  considered  most  seriously  and  up- 
rightly; I  prayed,  I  read  the  Scriptures,  I  earnestly  desired 
to  understand  and  find  out  whetiierthat,  which  this  people, 
called  Quakers,  testified  of,  was  the  only  way  and  truth  of 
God  (as  they  seemed  to  mo  but  to  pretend);  but  for  all  this 
prejudices  multiplied  upon  me,  and  strong  reasonings  against 
them,  which  appeared  to  me  as  unanswerable.  But  when 
the  Lord  revealed  his  seed  in  me,  and  touched  my  heart 
therewith,  which  administered  true  life  and  virtue  to  me,  I 
presently  felt  them  there  the  children  of  the  Most  High,  and 
HO  grown  up  in  lua  life,  power,  and  holy  dominion  (as  the 
inward  ej'e,  being  opened  by  the  Lord,  sees)  as  drew  forth 
from  me  great  reverence  of  heart,  and  praises  to  the  Lord, 
who  had  bo  appeared  among  men  in  these  latter  days.  And 
as  God  draweth,  in  any  respect,  oh,  give  up  in  faithfulness  to 
Lim!   despise  the  shame,  take  up  the  cross;  for  indeed  it  is 
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a  way  which  is  very  cross  to  man,  and  which  his  wisdom 
will  exceedingly  he  ashamed  of;  but  that  must  be  denied 
and  turned  from,  and  the  secret,  sensible  drawings  of  God's 
Spirit  waited  for  and  given  up  to.  Mind,  people:  lie  that 
will  come  into  the  new  covenant,  must  come  into  the  obe- 
dience of  it.  The  light  of  life,  which  God  hath  hid  in  the 
heart,  is  the  covenant ;  and  from  this  covenant  God  doth 
not  give  knowledge  to  satisfy  the  vast,  aspiring,  compre- 
hending wisdom  of  man ;  but  living  knowledge,  to  feed  that 
which  is  quickened  by  him ;  which  knowledge  is  given  in 
the  obedience,  and  is  very  sweet  and  precious  to  the  state 
of  him  that  knows  how  to  feed  upon  it.  Yea  truly,  this  is 
of  a  very  excellent,  pure,  precious  nature,  and  a  little  of  it 
weighs  down  that  great  vast  knowledge  in  the  comprehend- 
ing part,  which  the  man's  spirit  and  nature  so  much  prizeth 
and  presseth  after.  And  truly,  friends,  I  witness  at  this  day 
u  great  diiference  between  the  sweetness  of  comprehending 
the  knowledge  of  things,  as  expressed  in  the  Scriptures  (this 
I  fed  much  on  formerly),  iind  tasting  the  hidden  life,  the 
hidden  Manna  in  the  heart  (which  is  my  food  now,  blessed 
for  ever  be  the  Lord  my  God  and  Saviour).  Oh  that  othei-s 
had  a  true,  certain,  and  sensible  taste  of  the  life,  virtue,  and 
goodness  of  the  Lord,  as  it  is  revealed  there !  Surely,  it 
could  not  but  kindle  the  true  hunger,  and  inflame  the  true 
thirst;  which  can  never  be  satisfied  but  by  the  true  bread, 
and  by  water  from  the  living  fountain.  This  the  Lord  (in 
the  tenderness  of  his  love,  and  in  the  riches  of  his  grace  and 
mercy)  hath  brought  us  to;  and  this  we  earnestly  and  up- 
rightly desire  and  endeavor,  that  others  may  be  brought  to 
also;  that  they  may  rightly  (in  the  true  silence  of  the  flesh, 
and  in  the  pure  stillness  of  spirit)  wait  for,  and  in  the  Lord's 
due  time  receive,  that  which  answers  the  desire  of  the  awa- 
kened mind  and  soul,  and  satisfies  it  with  the  true  precious 
substance  for  evermore,  amen. 
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Estate  of  the  Church;  and  concerning  that  Church  which 

got  up  in  the  view  of  the  World,  instead  thereof;  and 

was  acknowledged  by  the  World  as  if  she  had 

been  the  true  Church ;  though  in  Deed 

and  Truth  she  was  not  so. 


WHEREUKTO  ARE  ADDED  SOME  QUERIES  TO  PROFESSORS,  WHO 
SPEAK  OF  HIGH  ATTAINMENTS,  &C. 

Written  by  one»  whom  it  hath  pleased  the  Lord,  of  his  great  goodness, 

and  tender  mercy,  to  lead  out' of  the  darkness,  into  hia  mar- 

vellom  light;  known  among  men  by  the  name  of 

ISAAC  PENINGTON. 

Vol.  ni.— 9 
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TO  THB 

ROYAL     SOCIETY, 

So  Termed. 

Friends, 

I  have  heard  that  ye  are  seeking  after  the  excellency  of 
nature  and  learning,  I  am  not  for  discouraging  any  man,  in 
endeavoring  after  that  which  is  good,  useful,  and  excellent 
in  its  kind  and  place;  but  it  is  the  advantage  of  every  thing, 
to  know  and  abide  in  its  place;  and  to  honor  and  serve  Him, 
from  whom  all  good  gifts  and  endowments  come.  Man  hath 
but  a  moment  in  this  world,  and  he  is  here  no  more;  and 
then  the  spirit  retumeth  to  God  that  gave  it,  to  give  an  ac- 
count  of  the  talent  which  he  gave  it,  and  its  improvement 
therfioty  to  the  glory  of  him  that  gave  it,  and  to  the  salvation 
of  its  own  soul.  Xow,  this  talent  is  of  an  higher  kind  than 
nature,  and  will  lead  higher  than  nature;  giving  a  man  to 
partake  of  that  wisdom  from  which  nature  came;  and  teach- 
ing him  to  order  all  that  is  natural  to  its  right  end.  For 
God  is  not  an  enemy  to  nature,  but  to  the  corruption  and 
disorder  of  nature.  I  desire  ye  might  know  and  partake  of 
the  true  wisdom,  and  feel  union  with  God  in  the  principle 
of  bis  own  life;  and  the  incorruptible  and  heavenly  seed  of 
God  receive  dominion  over  the  earthly  and  corruptible.  For 
this  end  singly,  in  the  love  springing  up  in  my  heart  towards 
you  (as  it  often  doth,  both  towards  particular  persons  and 
societies;  for  I  am  a  friend  to  all,  and  a  lover  of  all;  sin* 
cerely  desiring  the  good  of  all,  and  the  right  guidance  of 
their  sools  to  happiness),  have  I  proposed  tibese  things  fol- 
lowing more  particularly  to  your  view,  though  they  concern 
others  also,  that  ye  thereby  might  be  awakened  to  search 
flfier  that  which  is  most  excellent  in  you,  and  be  ac(\ualute<l 
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with  the  virtue  and  precious  effects  thereof,  to  the  full  satis- 
faction and  complete  joy  of  your  souls,  in  that  which  alone  is 
able  fully  to  satisfy,  and  give  them  ground  of  durable  joy 
and  rejoicing,  in  that  wliich  is  not  of  a  perishing  nature; 
but  which  was,  and  is,  and  will  be,  the  same  for  ever. 

From  a  friend  to  the  everlasting  peace  of  your  souls,  and 
a  desirer  of  your  welfare  and  prosperity  in  this  world, 

Isaac  JPeninqton. 


Some  Things  relating  to  religion,  &c. 

Of  Certainty,  and  rightly-grounded  Assurance,  in  Matters 

of  Religion. 

There  is  a  witness  of  and  from  God  in  every  conscience ; 
which,  in  his  light,  power,  and  authority,  witnesseth  for 
him,  and  against  that  which  is  contrary  to  him,  as  he  pleas- 
eth  to  move  upon  it,  visiting  and  drawing  the  hearts  of  the 
sons  of  men  by  it. 

From  this  witness  proceeds  the  true  and  well-grouuded 
religion  \jx  the  mind  towards  God :  for  this  witness  both 
testifieth  and  demonstrateth  that  there  is  a  God,  and  also 
inclineth  the  mind  to  desire  and  seek  after  the  right  knowl- 
edge and  true  worship  of  him. 

And  such  who  keep  to  this  witness,  and  wait  upon  God 
therein,  are  taught  by  it  the  true  spiritual  worship ;  the 
true  and  pure  fear  of  the  Most  High ;  the  feith  which  he 
giveth  to  his  saints ;  the  love  which  is  chaste  and  unfeigned ; 
the  hope  which  purifieth  the  mind,  and  anchors  it  on  the 
eternal  rock;  the  meekness,  patience,  gentleness,  humility, 
&c.,  which  is  not  of  man's  nature,  but  the  gift  of  God,  and 
the  nature  of  the  heavenly  Giver. 

And  then  for  exercises  of  religion,  as  pra^nng  to  the  Fa* 
ther  of  spirits,  hearing  the  heavenly  voice,  reading  in  the 
Spirit,  and  with  the  renewed  understanding,  singing  and 
making  melody  in  the  heart  (and  also  with  the  voice)  to 
the  Lord,  as  his  life  is  felt,  and  the  spiritual  blessings  and 
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treasure  received ;  all  these,  and  whatever  else  is  judged 
necessary  for  the  soul,  are  taught  by  this  witness  of  God  in 
the  conscience,  as  the  soul  groweth  up  in  the  light,  Spirit, 
nature,  and  holy  power  thereof. 

But  now,  when  the  Lord  reacheth  to  his  witness  in  men, 
and  is  teaching  their  hearts  by  it,  then  the  enemy,  the  other 
spirit,  whose  seat  is  in  the  other  part,  keepeth  a  noise  there, 
to  overbear  the  voice  of  the  witness,  and  to  make  men  take 
up  religion  in  another  part,  which  is  shallow,  and  reacheth 
not  to  the  depth  and  weight  of  truth,  which  is  in  the  wit- 
ness of  God,  and  which  the  witness  Of  God  gives  to  them 
that  come  thither. 

Thus  the  enemy  stirreth  up  reasonings,  imaginations, 
and  consultations  about  God,  and  his  worship ;  wherein  he 
raiseth  up  the  vain,  shallow  mind,  forging  and  bringing 
forth  somewhat  pleasing  and  suitable  to  the  earthly  under- 
standing; taking  up  the  mind  therewith,  and  engaging  the 
heart  in  some  such  practices  therefrom  as  may  quiet  and 
satisfy  that  part  in  men.  For  the  ways  that  men  take  up 
in  their  reasonings  and  understandings,  satisfy  their  reason- 
ings and  understandings ;  and  so  they  walk  in  the  light  of 
the  sparks,  and  warm  themselves  by  the  fire  of  their  own 
kindling;  but  all  this  answers  not  the  witness  of  God  in 
them,  nor  will  be  approved  by  his  light  in  their  own  con- 
sciences, when  it  comes  again  to  be  revealed  and  made  man- 
ifest in  them. 

This  was  the  ground  of  the  error  both  of  t^e  Jews  and 
Gentiles. 

The  Gentiles  were  enlightened  by  God  with  his  true  light; 
what  might  be  known  of  God  (suitable  to  their  state  and  ca- 
pacity) being  manifested  in  them ;  insomuch  as  it  is  witnessed 
concerning  them  in  the  Scriptures  (which  are  a  true  record 
and  testimony),  that  they  knew  God.  But  when  they  knew 
him,  they  glorified  him  not  as  God,  but  became  vain  in  their 
imaginations,  and  so  their  foolish  heart  was  darkened  con- 
cerning him :  and  they  worshipped  him  not  as  the  witness 
taught  them  he  was  to  be  worshipped,  not  according  to  the 
manifestation  of  his  light  in  them ;  but  according  to  their 
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own  foolish  itnaginatious  and  reasotiingfi,  which  taught  them 
to  make  images  of  him,  and  so  to  worship  him  in  and  through 
creatures,  according  to  their  own  inventions;  which  is  not 
the  true  worship.  Rom.  i.  21,  22,  23. 

So  likewise  the  Jews,  not  keeping  to  the  manifestation 
of  his  light  within  them  (to  the  word  or  commandment  nigh 
in  the  mouth  and  heart,  to  which  Moses  directed  them), 
which  would  have  taught  and  enabled  them  to  have  kept  to 
the  law  of  the  letter  without  them, — ^they  also  ran  into  the 
nature  and  spirit  of  the  heathen,  and  fell  into  imaginings 
and  reasonings,  which  led  them  to  worship  like  them ;  in- 
somuch that  they  also  changed  their  glory  into  the  image 
of  an  ox,  that  eateth  grass.  Ps.  cvi.  20. 

Now  from  this  part  in  man  ariseth  all  the  uncertainty, 
and  doubts,  and  dissatisfaction  about  religion.  And  hence 
arise  the  opinions,  and  judgments,  and  reasonings,  in  the 
minds  of  men:  yea,  indeed,  the  best  of  men's  religion  here 
is  but  an  opinion  or  judgment,  which  the  breath  of  God's 
Spirit  will  shake  and  dissolve  everywhere,  sooner  or  later. 
All  flesh  is  grass ;  and  all  the  beauty  of  men's  knowledge, 
religion,  and  worship  here,  will  wither  like  grass.  All  the 
buildings  and  churches  that  are  raised  here  (how  beautiful 
soever)  are  but  Babylon,  built  by  man's  understanding,  by 
man's  knowledge,  by  man's  comprehension,  by  man's  wis- 
dom, by  man's  skill,  and  indeed  in  man's  will  and  time,  and 
their  standing,  beauty,  strength,  and  glory,  is  but  from  man, 
and  in  man's  day,  and  will  fade  away  like  a  flower. 

But  the  true  certainty  is  in  the*day  of  God,  from  the  light 
of  his  Spirit  shining  into  man's  spirit,  from  God's  inward 
reaching  to  his  heart  by  his  power,  and  testifying  his  truth 
there.  And  this  all  the  powers  of  darkness  cannot  prevail 
against  in  itself;  no,  nor  against  that  man  that  is  kept  to  it. 
For  it  is  the  rock  (the  only  rock)  upon  which  the  whole 
church  is  built,  and  which  cannot  fail  to  preserve  every 
member  of  the  church  which  is  built  upon  it 

Ye  then  which  would  come  to  certainty  in  religion,  ob- 
serve the  way  which  is  made  manifest  from  Qod  in  this 
our  day,  blessed  be  his  name,  which  is  this;  mind  the  wit- 
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nesd  of  Ood  in  thy  heart,  and  come  to,  and  build  upon,  the 
light  thereof.  Dwell  not  in  reasonings;  take  not  np  thy  re- 
ligion in  reasonings  of  the  mind ;  but  pass  through  them, 
pass  beyond  them,  into  a  light  of  an  higher  nature.  Wait 
to  know  the  birth  which  is  firom  God,  and  the  light  which 
he  gives  to  that  birth.  What  is  the  birth  ?  Is  not  the  birth 
of  and  from  the  second  Adam?  And  what  is  the  heavenly 
birth's  light?  Is  it  not  the  light  of  the  second  Adam? 
Is  it  not  in  nature  and  kind  above  the  light  of  the  first 
Adam?  Where  is  the  seat  of  reasonings?  Is  it  not  the 
earthly  mind,  the  fallen  mind?  Here  lies  man's  strength; 
here' is  man's  wisdom;  here  is  man's  life.  It  is  so  indeed; 
but  the  wisdom  of  Christ,  the  light  of  Christ,  the  life  of 
Christ,  the  power  of  Christ,  is  a  cross  to  this ;  finds  it  in 
the  enmity  against  God,  crucifies  it,  slays  it,  brings  it  to 
nothing;  and  he  that  will  become  wise  as  lo  God,  must  be- 
come a  fool  unto  all  this,  a  child,  a  babe,  entering  the  king- 
dom without  this,  and  must  there  remain  naked  as  to  this, 
and  never  put  it  on  more. 

Xow  observe  (ye  that  have  understanding  and  true  sense) 
the  difterence  between  the  religion  which  God  hath  taught 
us,  and  led  us  into,  and  the  religions  of  all  men  upon  the 
earth  besides. 

Our  religion  stands  wholly  out  of  that  which  all  their  re- 
ligion stands  in.  Their  religion  stands  in  the  comprehen- 
sion, in  a  belief  of  a  literal  relation  or  description.  Our 
religion  stands  in  a  principle  which  changeth  the  mind, 
wherein  the  Spirit  of  life  appeareth  to,  and  witnesseth  in 
the  conscience  to  and  concerning  the  things  of  the  kingdom ; 
where  we  hear  the  voice,  and  see  the  express  image  of  the 
Invisible  One,  and  know  things,  not  from  an  outward  rela- 
tion, bat  from  their  inward  nature,  virtue,  and  power. 
Yea,  here  (we  must  profess)  we  so  know  things,  that  we 
are  fully  satisfied  about  them,  and  could  not  doubt  concern- 
ing them,  though  there  never  had  been  word  or  letter  writ- 
ten of  them ;  though  indeed  it  is  also  a  great  comfort,  and 
sweet  refreshment  to  us,  to  read  that  testified  of  outwardly, 
which  (through  the  tender  mercy  of  our  God)  we  feel  and 
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enjoy  inwardly.  And  in  this  our  whole  religion  con- 
sists; to  wit,  in  the  silence  and  death  of  the  flesh,  and  in  the 
quickening  and  flowing  life  of  the  Spirit  For  he  who  is  of 
the  new  hirth,  of  the  new  creation,  of  the  second  Adam 
(the  Lord  from  heaven),  is  as  really  alive  to  God,  and  as 
really  lives  to  him  in  his  Spirit,  as  ever  he  was  really  dead 
in  trespasses  and  sins  in  the  time  of  his  alienation  and  es- 
trangement from  God. 


Of  Tenderness  of  Spiriiy  and  Persecution. 

He  which  is  born  of  God,  he  who  is  of  the  love,  and  in 
the  love,  cannot  but  be  tender.  He  who  is  bom  of  the  earthly 
wisdom,  who  taketh  up  and  holdeth  forth  a  religion  there, 
cannot  but  persecute.  Why  so  ?  Because  he  cannot  but 
judge  that  any  man  may  take  up  religion  as  he  hath  done, 
and  80,  by  reasonings,*  may  come  to  acknowledge  and  take 
up  what  he  hath  taken  up,  and  holdeth  forth,  or  else  he  is 
wilful  and  stubborn,  as  he  judgeth.  But  now  he  that  is 
born  of  God,  and  hath  received  his  light,  knowledge,  relig- 
ion, and  way  of  worship  from  him,  he  knoweth  that  no 
man  can  rightly  receive  them  but  the  same  way ;  to  wit, 
from  God,  by  the  light  which  he  causeth  to  shine  into  the 
heart  at  its  pleasure,  and  in  the  faith  which  ho  gives.  So 
that  God's  free  and  powerful  Spirit  is  to  be  waited  upon,  for 
the  working  of  all  in  his  people,  and  not  any  forced  to  act 
beyond,  or  contrary  to,  the  principle  of  his  life  and  light  in 
them. 


A  Qitert/  concerning  Separation. 

Query.  Whetheb,  after  the  apostasy  from  the  Spirit,  life, 
and  power  of  the  apostles,  and  the  getting  up  of  the  anti- 
christian  state,  church,  and  worship,  there  must  not  of  ne- 
cessity be  a  separation  from  all  these,  before  there  can  be  a 
recovery  of  the  life  and  power  again,  and  of  the  true  church- 
state,  which  was  brought  forth  in  the  days  of  the  apostles  ? 
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Must  there  not  be  a  perfect  coming  out  of  the  corrupt  state 
(in  the  whole  nature,  several  parts  and  degrees  of  it)  before 
thei>3  can  be  a  restoration  to  and  witnessing  of  the  trne  and 
pure  state  ?  Must  not  the  Ohristians  now  corne  out  of  all  the 
antichristian  inventions  and  churches,  as  well  as  the  Chris- 
tians of  old  came  out  of  all  the  heathenish  worship,  yea,  out 
of  the  Jewish  worship  and  church  (which  once  was  of  God) 
before  they  can  become  an  holy  building,  an  habitation  to 
God  in  the  Spirit?  Yea,  doth  not  the  same  Spirit  which 
cried  to  the  people  of  God  then:  "Come  out  from  among 
them,  and  be  ye  separate,"  &c.,  call  and  cry  now:  Come 
out  of  her,  my  peopky  out  of  Babylon,  out  of  the  false 
church,  out  of  all  the  antichristian  buildings,  which  are 
reared  up  after  the  several  forms  and  ways  of  men's  invent- 
ing, being  out  of  the  Spirit^  life,  and  power,  which  alone  is 
able  to  build  up  in  and  unto  the  Lord?  And  what  is  that 
which  cries  out  against  separation,  in  the  day  of  the  Lord's 
dividing  and  separating,  but  that  spirit  which  would  hold 
back  the  soul  from  being  gathered  to  the  Lord,  in  the  chains 
of  darkness,  and  in  the  land  of  death  and  confusion? 

Oh  that  men  knew  that  which  divides  and  separates,  and 
which  is  appointed  by  God  to  divide  and  separate  both  in- 
wardly and  outwardly,  and  might  feel  the  full  work  and  ef- 
fect of  it,  even  perfect  separation  from  all  that  is  not  of  God, 
that  so  they  might  be  joined  to  him,  and  built  up  in  him, 
who  is  the  life,  rest,  peace,  joy,  and  pure  breath  of  the  soul 
for  ever!  The  Word  of  God  is  quick  and  powerful,  sharper 
than  any  two-edged  sword;  and  what  doth  it  do?  Why  it 
separates  between  nation  and  nation,  between  church  and 
church,  between  people  and  people,  between  cattle  and  cat- 
tle, between  soul  and  soul,  yea,  between  the  thoughts  and 
intents  of  the  same  heart;  owning  and  cherishing  all  that  is 
of  the  pure,  and  condemning  and  destroying  all  that  is  of 
the  impure.  And  happy,  oh!  for  ever  happy  is  he,  who  can 
witness  the  work  of  this  Word  perfected  in  his  soul,  even 
the  axe  of  the  Lord  powerfully  laid  to,  and  having  cut  down, 
all  that  is  corrupt  in  him,  that  the  pure  plant  of  God  may 
flourish,  and  bring  forth  fruit  in  him  in  peace,  without  an* 
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noyance  or  interruption  of  the  impure.  Theu  the  river  of 
life,  afi  the  streamB  of  everlasting  righteousness,  shall  flow 
into  the  vessel,  and  Jerusalem  become  iu  and  to  him  a  quiet 
habitation,  and  nothing  be  able  to  hurt  or  destroy  any  thing 
of  life  in  him,  who  dwells  in  and  abides  on  the  mountain 
of  God*B  holiness.  Oh|  blessed  b  the  race  of  travellers, 
which  in  the  pure  light  of  the  everlasting  day  are  travelling 
thitherwards,  even  with  their  hearts  and  faces  faithfully  bent 
towards  Zion,  which  is  the  holy,  spiritual,  heavenly  hill  of 
God !  And  blessed,  oh  blessed  for  ever  is  the  Lord  God  of 
life  and  power,  who  is  the  faithful  guider,  leader,  and  con- 
ductor of  all  that  follow  the  footsteps  of  the  flock,  in  the 
way  which  is  pure,  true,  living,  and  everlasting ! 


Concerning  the  washing  away  of  Sin  from  the  Conscience, 
and  the  Garment  of  Salvation,  and  what  it  is  that  is  cov- 
ered therewith. 

Thebb  is  somewhat  appointed  by  God  to  wash  away  sin, 
which  is  the  water  of  regeneration,  the  water  of  life,  the 
Spirit's  water,  and  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  which  are  known, 
received,  and  felt  by  faith  in  the  light  of  the  Spirit,  wherein 
alone  his  work  is  wrought 

Thus  now,  upon  believing,  the  soul  is  washed;  the  faith 
brings  in,  or  lets  in,  the  water  and  blood,  which  cleanse  and 
purge  the  conscience  from  the  sin,  which  before  stained  and 
defiled  it :  and  according  to  the  faith,  so  is  the  water  and  blood 
let  in,  and  accordingly  is  the  washing.  And  he  that  is  bap- 
tized, he  that  is  washed  by  the  Spirit,  comes  out  of  the  wa- 
ter clean ;  and  watching  to  the  light  wherein  he  was  puri- 
fied, witnesseth  the  powerful  word  of  life  as  able  to  preserve 
in  cleanness,  as  it  was  to  cleanse. 

But  if  there  be  not  a  watch  to,  and  feith  in,  and  single- 
hearted  obedience  to,  that  which  purified,  and  keepeth  pure, 
there  is  that  near  which  will  defile,  where  it  is  hearkened 
to  and  let  in ;  there  is  that  which  will  tempt  to  lust  and  sin, 
and  so  draw  into  darkness  and  death  again.    And  if  any 
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man  sin  afterwards,  sin  defiles  again,  and  the  stain  thereof 
will  lie  npon  the  conscience,  till,  by  repentance  and  faith, 
the  water  and  blood  be  let  in  again,  and  the  cleansing  virtue 
from  it  received  and  restored  again.  So  that  if  any  man 
sin,  there  is  an  advocate,'^  an  intercessor,  a  divine  helper, 
one  who  hath  the  water  of  life,  and  the  blood  of  life  to  wash 
with.  There  is  a  fountain  set  open  for  sin,  and  for  unclean- 
ness,  for  Jadah  and  Jerusalem  to  wash  therefrom ;  but  ev- 
ery defilement  and  pollution  sticks  until  it  be  washed  oft*. 

Ifow,  there  are  sins  of  several  kinds.  Some  are  easily 
remitted  and  washed  ofi^  insomuch  as  the  stain  is  hardly 
felt  by  the  soul,  the  tender  mercy  and  pure  life  doth  so 
readily  and  naturally  flow  over  them.  Some,  again,  are 
long  held  and  bound  by  the  Spirit  upon  the  conscience, 
and  often  remembered  to  the  heart,  which  is  apt  to  back- 
slide: yea,  there  is,  in  some  cases,  a  severe  judgment,  and 
a  long  waiting  on  the  Lord  for  his  mercy,  and  for  his  re- 
newing and  enlivening  of  faith,  before  the  water  and  blood 
which  washeth  can  be  again  felt.  For  faith  is  not  in  a 
man's  power,  nor  repentance  neither;  but  they  are  given 
of  God,  to  whom  and  when  he  pleaseth.  And  a  man  that 
-  is  in  part  converted  may  give  ear  to  the  enemy,  and  let  in 
sin  and  death  upon  the  soul ;  but  he  cannot  repent  again 
presently,  nor  believe  again  presently;  but  as  God  breathes 
npon  him,  and  revives  the  work  of  faith  and  repentance  in 
him. 

There  were  sins  under  the  old  covenant,  and  there  are 
sins  under  the  new.  The  sins  of  the  old  covenant  did  lie 
upon  him  that  committed  them,  until  they  were  expiated 
according  to  the  law  of  the  old  covenant;  and  sins  under 
the  new  covenant  lie  also  upon  the  soul  and  conscience, 
until  they  be  expiated  according  to  the  law  of  the  new  cove- 
nant; which  is  until  the  Advocate  interpose  and  plead  with 
the  Father,  and  give  faith  and  repentance  to  the  soul,  and 
sprinkle  upon  the  heart  and  conscience  that  water  and  blood 
which  hath  virtue  in  it  to  wash.    And  if  it  were  not  for  this 

*  But  this  is  not  the  state  of  them  that  sin  wilfully  after  they  have  re- 
ceived the  knowledge  of  truth. 
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after-washing  (as  I  may  so  say)  no  man  could  be  saved:  but 
though  he  were  once  washed,  yet  sinning  again  afterwards, 
he  would  die  in  his  sins  (and  so  fall  under  condemnation), 
unless  he  were  again  washed.  Oh!  blessed  be  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  for  the  water  and  blood  of  the  covenant,  and  for 
his  continual  pouring  them  out  upon  the  souls  of  his,  in 
the  light  that  is  eternal ! 

Now,  as  men  come  to  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  they  will 
find  their  own  apprehensions  about  these  things  to  have 
been  but  dreams,  wherewith  the  enemy  hath  fed  and  pleased 
them,  while  he  hath  lulled  them  asleep  in  the  night  of  dark- 
ness, that  he  might  the  better  steal  away  the  true,  weighty 
knowledge  of  the  things  of  the  kingdom  from  them.  Thus 
men  have  dreamed  about  justification,  about  sanctification, 
about  regeneration,  about  redemption,  about  feith,  hope, 
love,  righteousness,  peace,  joy,  &c. :  and  have  been  mis- 
taken about  them,  missing  of  that  power  and  light  whereby 
and  wherein  they  are  revealed  and  made  manifest.  Now, 
he  that  will  rightly  know  these  things  must  know  them  in 
the  feeling  and  true  experience;  and  therein  he  shall  find 
all  these  are  wrought  in  a  mysterious  way  of  pure  life's  op- 
eration, out  of  the  reach  of  man's  comprehension ;  and  no 
man  can  understand  them,  but  as  the  new  and  holy  under- 
standing is  given  him ;  nor  retain  the  sense  and  knowledge 
of  them,  but  as  he  abides  in  the  new  nature,  and  retains 
the  new  understanding. 

So  for  the  garment  of  salvation;  that  is  Christ,  the  right- 
eousness of  Christ,  the  nature  of  Christ,  the  Spirit  of  Christ. 
This  is  the  holy  covering.  lie  that  puts  on  Christ,  puts  on 
this:  ho  that  wears  Christ,  wears  this:  he  that  appears  be- 
fore God  in  Christ,  appears  in  this ;  and  the  soul  puts  on 
this,  as  it  puts  oft'  the  other.  It  is  the  purified  soul  that 
only  puts  on  him  that  is  pure :  and  as  a  man  is  cleansed 
from  the  impure,  so  only  hath  he  in  him  a  capacity  of  re- 
ceiving and  being  clothed  with  Christ.  And  this  now  is 
the  work  of  the  true  ministry;  to  wit,  to  preach  the  Word, 
to  reveal  the  Word,  and  bring  the  min<ito  the  Word  (which 
changeth  it,  and  begets  the  new  capacity),  and  so  to  begin 
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the  work  of  life  and  recoQciliation,  wherein  and  wherehy 
there  is  some  unclothing  of  the  old,  and  some  clothing  with 
the  new;  and  so  to  carry  on  this  work  in  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  the  Father  untU  it  be  perfected.  And  is  this  a 
blessed  work,  and  blessed  is  the  ministry  which  is  called  to, 
and  entmsted  with,  this  work,  being  &ithfiil  in  it:  and 
blessed  are  they  that  witness  the  truth  of^  and  receive  the 
effect  of,  this  ministry,  and  are  subject  to  it  in  the  Lord. 
For  through  and  under  this. ministry  there  is  a  receiving  of 
a  perfect  gift  in  some  measure  at  first  (wherein  some  true 
union  and  little  acquaintance  with  the  Lord  of  life  is  at  first 
witnessed,  and  some  operation  of  the  light  and  power  of  his 
Holy  Spirit):  and  a  growing  up  in  it  unto  perfection,  as  tha 
soul  is  exercised  by  it,  and  faithful  to  the  Lord  in  the  ex- 
ercise, under  the  daily  cross,  which  daily  worketh  against 
and  crucifieth  in  the  heart,  mind,  life,  and  conversation 
whatever  is  contrary  to  God,  as  it  is  singly  waited  for,  taken 
up,  and  subjected  to. 

Some  Questions  and  Answers  Concerning 

The  Church  of  the  'Sew  Covenant,  the  Rock  or  Foundation 
whereon  it  is  built,  and  its  Preservation  by  and  upon  the 
Rock.  With  some  Queries  concerning  the  scattered  Es- 
tate of  the  true  Church,  and  concerning  that  Church  which 
got  up  in  its  Stead,  iand  made  a  great  Show  with  her 
golden  Cup,  for  the  Time  while  the  true  Church  was 
scattered. 

Quest.  1.  What  is  the  church  of  God  under  the  new 
agreement  or  covenant? 

jtog.  It  is  a  company  of  living  stones,  quickened  by  God, 

fl^  Hie  unity  and  fellowship  of  his  Spirit, 

^ler  in  his  Spirit,  and  offsr  up  unto 

eeptable  to  God  by  Jesus  Christ. 

le  old  covenant  ?    Was  it  not  the 

ird  Jews,  the  children  of  the  old 

Vol.  m.— 10 
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covenant?  And  what  is  the  clinrch  of  the  new  covenant? 
Is  it  not  the  seed  of  God,  the  Jews  inward,  the  childi*en  of 
the  new  covenant? 

Quest.  2.  How  are  these  stones  joined  together? 

Ans.  By  the  Spirit  of  life,  whicli  begets  them  all  in  one 
nature,  and  knits  them  togetlier  in  tliat  nature.  By  the  in- 
ward circumcision,  cutting  off  that  which  canseth  enmity 
and  disunion,  and  so  fitting  them  to  be  made  one  new  lump 
in  Christ.  By  Christ's  baptism,  which  is  the  baptism  of 
tire  and  of  his  Spirit,  which  burns  up  the  old,  earthly  nature, 
and  so  baptizes  them  into  one  new,  living  body,  suitable 
and  fitting  to  their  head,  which  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and 
distributes  life  through  all  the  body,  according  to  it«  capac- 
ity, need,  and  service. 

Quest  8.  Upon  what  is  this  churcli  built? 

Ans.  Upon  the  rock  or  foundation  of  God,  which  God 
hath  laid  in  his  spiritual  Zion ;  which  rock  is  Christ.  For 
^' other  foundation  can  no  man  lay,  than  that  wliich  is  laid, 
which  is  Jesus  CHirist;**  nor  other  rock  did  the  Lord  ever 
chooae  tor  his  church  to  be  built  upon ;  nor  hath  any  other 
rock  sufficient  strength  to  bear  up  the  building  against  the 
storms  and  stress  of  the  powers  of  darkness,  which  it  often 
meeteth  with,  even  every  member,  in  its  travels;  after  it  is 
once  built  on  the  rock,  the  gates  of  hell  press  hard  upon 
it;  but  abidhig  on  the  rock,  it  feels  the  strenjfth  and  preser- 
vation of  the  i-ock.  Foras  they  cannot  prevail  against  Christ, 
so  neither  can  they  prevail  against  that  whioh  ia  built  upon 
him.  But  if  there  be  a  going  forth  from  the  strength  and 
preservation,  there  is  a  liableness  to  be  made  a  prey.  And 
the  promise  is  not  absolutely  and  perpetually  to  that  person 
or  congregation  which  is  received  or  let  into  the  truth ;  but 
to  that  person  or  church  which  abideth  and  coutinueth  in 
the  truth  unto  the  end.  The  Jews  were  safe  in  the  faith 
and  obedience  of  their  covenant;  and  tlie  Christians,  or 
Christian  churches,  are  not  safe  but  in  the  faith  and  obedi- 
ence of  theirs.  For  if  they  walked  not  humbly  with  the 
Lord,  and  in  bis  fear,  wliich  keeps  the  heaii;  from  departing 
from  ijiin,  and  in  the  faith  whereby  they  stand,  they  were 
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to  be  cut  off  from  their  church-state,  aa  well  as  the  Jews 
were  from  theirs,  as  the  apostle  Paul  expressly  tells  the 
church  at  Rome.    Rom.  xi.  21,  22. 

Quest.  4.  What  was  Paul  ? 

Ans.  The  apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  who  labored  abun- 
dantly, even  more  abundantly  than  all  the  other  apostles ; 
and  hath  left  more  instructions  relating  to  the  Gentiles  than 
all  the  apostles  besides;  and  was  tender  of  them,  in  stand- 
ing for  and  defending  their  liberty  in  Christ,  when  Peter  a 
little  warped,  and  was  to  be  blamed.  Gal.  ii.  11.  For  indeed 
man  cannot  be  certain  and  infallible,  further  than  he  keep- 
eth  to,  and  is  exercised  by,  the  certain  and  infallible  Spirit; 
which  he  is  subject  to  be  tempted  to  err  from,  further  than 
he  stands  upon  the  watch,  and  cannot  but  err  from,  unless 
he  feel  a  continual  preservation  in  the  fear,  and  by  the  power 
of  the  Lord.  And  the  certainty  of  truth  doth  not  depend 
so  much  upon  the  person  from  whom  it  is  received,  as  upon 
the  demonstration  and  evidence  to  the  conscience  wherein 
it  is  received.  The  apostles  were  not  lords  over  the  true 
Christians'  faith;  but  helpers  of  their  joy.  And  Christ  did 
not  require  his  disciples  to  believe  whatever  he  knew  to  be 
true;  but  prepared  their  capacities,  and  dropped  in  accord- 
ing to  their  capacities.  And  this  is  the  way  of  true  minis- 
ters, to  wait  on  God  to  beget,  and  on  him  again  to  water  the 
begotten  soul,  and  carry  on  his  work  in  it;  to  make  them 
know  Christ  their  Master,  from  whom  they  are  to  receive 
light,  life,  instruction,  and  direction ;  and  to  feel  the  Head, 
and  be  joined  to  the  Head,  and  receive  from  the  Head  their 
knowledge,  as  well  the  least  as  the  greatest.  Heb.  viii. 
What  is  Paul?  What  is  Apollos?  What  is  Cephas?  Were 
not  they  carnal  that  cried  up  these  one  above  another?  Yet 
the  younger  ought  to  be  subject  to  the  elder,  and  all  to  be 
subject  one  to  another  in  the  truth.    1  Pet  v.  5. 

Quest.  6.  What  was  Peter? 

Ans.  One  of  the  disciples  of  Christ,  a  precious  stone  in 
the  building  (John  i.  43.),  one  of  the  most  eminent  apostles, 
even  the  chosen  minister  to  them  of  the  circumcision,  as 
Paul  was  to  the  Gentiles.    But  he  knew  that  Christ  was 
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the  only  rock  or  foundation,  as  well  as  Paul,  and  that  Christ 
alone  was  able  to  bear  the  weight  of  that  buildiug,  and  to 
defend  it  against  the  gates  of  hell ;  and  he  never  had  com- 
mission, nor  can  it  be  proved  that  he  ever  preached  himself 
the  rock,  but  he  pi'eached  Christ  the  foundation-stone,  the 
rock  of  offence,  the  rock  of  defence,  &c.  see  1  Pet.  ii.  4. 
and  ver.  6,  7,  8.  And  if  an  angel  from  heaven,  or  any  man 
or  church  on  earth,  so  interpret  any  scripture,  as  to  hold 
forth  any  such  thing,  that  any  else  besides  Christ  is  the 
rock,  they  plainly  show  that  they  are  erred  from  the  truth, 
and  that  their  interpretation  is  of  their  own  private  spirit, 
and  not  that  public  Spirit  which  all  the  prophets  of  God, 
and  apostles,  and  truly  holy  men  were  guided  by. 

Quest  6.  Was  the  church  always  to  be  a  gathered  com- 
pany?   Or  was  there  a  |K)ssibility  of  their  being  scattered? 

Ans.  There  was  a  possibility  of  their  being  scattered; 
yea,  a  certainty,  if  they  grew  corrupt  in  doctrine  and  prac- 
tice, and  kept  not  the  faith.  Rom.  xi.  For  the  Lord  Qod 
intended  a  pure  building,  a  siiiritual  building,  fit  to  ofter 
the  spiritual  sacrifices.  1  Pet.  ii.  5.  A  holy  people,  separ- 
ated from  the  world,  2  Cor.  vi.  17.  in  which  he  might  dwell 
and  walk.  ver.  16,  If  therefore  any  church  depart  from  the 
Spirit  and  life  and  power  of  the  apostles,  and  mix  again 
with  the  world,  losing  their  own  pi-oper  pale  which  fenced 
from  the  world,  they  soon  lose  that  which  maketh  them  a 
church  of  God,  and  so  become  a  synagogue  of  Satan. 

Now,  it  is  in  my  heart  also  to  propound  a  few  queriea 
concerning  the  scattered  and  hidden  estate  and  condition 
of  the  church,  and  concerning  that  church  which  got  np  in 
the  view  of  the  world,  and  was  acknowlcilged  by  the  worltl 
instead  thereof  afker\vards. 

Quest.  1 .  Whether  the  true  ehnrch  did  retain  her  ministry 
outwardly,  and  her  outward  ordinaneesi,  and  way  of  worahip 
of  the  outward  court,  after  hor  soattortng?  Or  whether  the 
false  church,  which  appeainxl  in  her  room  as  if  she  had  been 
the  true,  caught  up  and  appeared  in  the  outwarth>eQs  of 
these?    The  grounds  of  this  query  are  these  fbUowingj 

1,  Because,  upon  Qod'a  measuring  of  his  temple  and 
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worshippers,  the  outward  court  (consider  well  what  that  is^, 
and  how  fiir  it  extendft)  was  left  out  of  God's  measure;  fio 
that  he  intended  to  reckon  it  no  longer  as  his,  hut  given  hy 
him  to  the  Gentile  Christians;  such  as  were  Christians  or 
Jews  in  name,  hut  Gentiles  in  spirit  and  nature.  Rev.  xi. 

2.  Because  in  the  last  days,  when  that  strange  generation 
of  Christians  was  to  spring  up,  who  should  he  lovers  of 
their  own  selves,  covetous,  proud,  hlaspheniei's,  disobedient 
to  parents,  unthankful,  unholy,  without  natural  affection, 
truce-breakers,  false  accusera,  incontinent,  fierce,  despisers 
of  those  that  are  good,  traitors,  heady,  high-minded,  lovers 
of  pleasure  more  than  lovers  of  God;  yet  these  should  have 
a  form  of  godliness,  hut  deny  the  power  thereof.  2  Tim.  iii. 
1  to  6.  'Sow  mind :  the  temple  wherein  was  the  power, 
God  had  removed  with  the  true  worshippers;  hut  the  out- 
ward court  (wherein  was  the  appearance  of  some  kind  of  a 
form  of  a  church,  ministry,  and  ordinances)  those  had  got, 
and  w^ere  found  worshipping  iu  it,  iu  the  midst  of  all  this 
great  wickedness  and  abomination  of  spirit. 

3.  Because  tlie  Jews  (who  were  the  type),  while  they 
were  in  captivity  in  Babylon,  could  not  sing  the  songs  of 
Zion,  nor  had  the  worship  of  the  outward  Jerusalem  there. 

And  can  the  spiritual  Jews  sing  the  spiritual  songs  of 
spiritual  Zion,  in  Mystery-Babylon?  Xo;  there  they  are 
but  w^itnesses  to  that  life  and  power  which  the  true  church 
enjoyed  and  flourished  with,  in  her  built  estate. 

Quest.  2.  Wliether  this  is  not  an  infallible  mark,  and 
most  certahi  demonstration  of  the  false  church, — ^lier  Bitting 
upon  many  waters;  which  watere  are  peoples,  multitudes, 
nations,  and  tongues?  Did  not  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  thus 
mark  her  out  to  John?  Bev.  xvii,  15.  Did  the  true  church 
ever  sit  upon  many  waters?  Was  not  the  church  a  gather- 
ing out  of  the  nations,  into  the  power  and  life  which  the 
nations  persecuted?  But  the  false  church  sits  over  the  na- 
tions with  a  form  of  godliness,  hut  without  the  true  power 
thereof.  Then  if  this  bo  a  mark  that  God  hath  set  upon 
her,  let  eveiy  one  wait  to  read  it  aright,  that  he  may  know 
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fear  before  the  Lord,  and  to  look  to  their  ways  and  wor- 
shipsy  lest  they  be  found  in  aliy  thing  therein  which  is  not 
of  him,  but  contrary  to  him,  and  so  bring  upon  their  souls 
and  bodies  that  wrath  and  sore  judgment  from  God  which 
they  are  not  able  to  bear?  Kev.  xiv.  9, 10,  11. 

Que3t.  8.  Whether  it  was  not  the  great  love  and  mercy 
of  God  to  warn  the  churches  of  these  things  in  the  book  of 
the  Revelations?  And  whether  he  can  be  safe  in  these  re- 
spects, who  either  doth  not  understand,  or  not  observe,  the 
warnings  given  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  therein?  IIow 
often  is  it  therein  said:  "He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear 
what  the  Spirit  of  God  saith  to  the  churches.'*  It  is  also 
said:  "Blessed  is  he  that  readeth,  and  they  that  hear  the 
words  of  this  prophecy,  and  keep  those  things  which  are 
written  therein:  for  the  time  is  at  hand.'*  He,  then,  that 
readeth  not,  that  hath  not  an  ear  to  hear  the  words  of  this 
prophecy,  how  can  he  keep  what  is  written  therein  ?  How 
can  he  beware  and  avoid  the  seeming  beauty  and  glory  of 
the  false  church,  or  suffer  with  the  faithful  witnesses  of  God 
in  their  testimony  against  her?  And  if  he  do  not  thus,  but 
is  entangled  by  tiie  false  church  with  her  golden  cup  of  for- 
nications, (Bev.  xvii.  4.)  he  missethof  the  blessing;  and 
ah !  what  is  he  to  meet  with  instead  thereof!  My  heart  hath 
often  melted  within  me,  and  my  bowels  rolled  at  the  con- 
sideration and  deep  sense  which  the  Lord  hath  given  me  of 
these  things;  and  this  I  say  therein,  to  those  that  desire  life 
and  peace  from  God,  Oh !  wait  on  him  for  the  eye  which  sees 
in  his  light,  for  the  ear  which  hears  his  voice,  and  for  the 
heart  which  understands  the  words  and  messages  of  his 
Spirit,  that  ye  may  feel  his  gathering,  guidance,  and  preser- 
vation out  of  that,  to  which  his  wrath  is  for  ever,  and  against 
which  his  wrath  is  to  be  made  more  manifest,  and  poured 
out  more  fully  and  abundantly  than  ever  it  yet  was.  For 
the  Lord  will  empty  his  love  and  his  life  into  Zion,  and 
empty  the  very  dregs  and  thick  mixtures  of  the  cups  of  his 
indignation  into  the  very  heart  and  bowels  of  Babylon ;  and 
her  sickness,  misery,  woe,  death,  and  destruction  will  be 
exceeding  dreadful  and  unutterable.    Therefore  wait  on  th^ 
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Lord  in  fear  and  singleness  of  spirit,  crying  and  mourning 
unto  him  to  discover  to  you  the  extent  and  limits  of  this 
false  church,  this  false  building,  this  building  in  a  form  and 
outward  order,  without  the  life  and  power  of  the  Spirit ;  and 
then  fly  as  fast  out  of  her,  and  from  her  (and  as  far),  as  tlie 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  leads,  even  till  ye  come  to  the  holy  build- 
ing, which  is  of  him,  and  the  heavenly  places  which  are  pre- 
pared there  by  him,  for  every  one  of  his  (according  to  their 
growth  and  stature  in  his  Sou),  that  ye  may  sit  down  in  him. 


Some  Queries  to  Professors,  who  speak  of  high  Attain- 
ments and  Experiences  in  Religion,  and  yet  do  not  wit- 
ness, nor  can  acknowledge,  the  Truth,  as  the  Lord  hath 
now  revealed  it  (and  done  great  Things  by  it  in  the 
Spirits  of  his  People),  but  look  upon  it  as  a  poor,  mean 
and  low  Thing. 

Query  1.  IIavb  ye  known  the  great  and  terrible  day  of 
the  Lord,  wherein  he  ariseth  to  shake  terribly  the  earth  ? 
And  have  ye  known  that  shaken  down  in  you  which  must 
be  shaken  down  and  removed  as  a  cottage,  before  the  ever- 
lasting kingdom  can  be  established  in  you? 

Query  2,  Do  ye  know  the  living,  powerful,  eternal  word, 
which  is  quick  and  piercing,  sharper  than  any  two-edged 
sword,  dividing  between  thought  and  thought,  grace  and 
grace,  (as  I  may  so  speak)  light  and  light,  life  and  life,  spirit 
nnd  spirit^  power  and  power?  &c,  Uave  ye  known  it  a 
hammer,  a  fire,  an  axe  laid  to  the  root  of  tlie  corinipt  tree  V 
And  do  ye  know  the  corrupt  tree  (root,  branches,  leaves,  and 
fruit)  so  cut  down  by  it  as  to  cumber  the  ground  no  more? 

Query  3.  Do  ye  know  the  paradise  of  God,  and  the  tree 
of  life  there?  Do  ye  indeed  feed  thereon?  Have  ye  passed 
through  the  flaming  swoi-d  to  the  tree  of  life?  And  is  the 
flaming  sword  (which  once  feiieed  from  life,  and  the  power 
thereof)  set  now  to  fence  up  the  way  to  the  tree  of  knowl- 
edge, that  ye  may  feed  no  more  thereon,  and  die,  but  feed 
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only  on  that  which  is  life,  and  gives  life,  and  so  lire  for 
ever? 

Query  4.  Have  ye  witnessed  the  effects  of  the  great  and 
terrible  day  of  the  Lord  in  your  spirits?  Is  antichrist 
destroyed,  the  whore  burnt,  flesh  consumed,  man  ceased 
from,  both  within  and  without?  Is  the  loftiness  of  man 
bowed  down  in  you,  the  mighty  removed  out  of  his  seat, 
and  the  meek,  holy,  humble  seed  raised  up  to  rule  in  right- 
eousness in  your  hearts  ?  Is  everj'  high  tower  battered  down, 
and  every  fenced  wall  laid  flat?  Are  all  your  imaginations, 
and  conceivings,  and  fleshy  apprehendiugs  upon  scriptures, 
yea,  every  pleasant  picture  and  image  of  the  things  in  heaven 
(formed  in  your  minds)  brought  to  an  end,  and  the  pure 
living  truth  of  the  Father  waited  for,  received  from  him, 
and  lived  in?  Yea,  is  the  Lord  alone  exalted  in  your  spirits, 
and  all  other  dominion,  authority,  rule,  and  lordship  put 
under? 

Queiy  5.  Do  ye  know  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  house, 
and  the  Lord's  house  built  and  established  by  his  own  Holy 
Spirit  and  power  upon  his  own  holy  mountain?  And  do  ye 
worship  the  Lord  alone  therein  ?  Do  ye  come  up  to  the  New 
Jerusalem,  to  offer  your  sacrifices  there,  according  to  the  in- 
stitution of  the  gospel?  And  do  ye  worship  the  Lord  there, 
on  his  own  day,  which  he  hath  spiritually  made?  And  do 
ye  bear  no  burden,  kindle  no  fire,  do  no  work  on  that  his 
day?  Do  ye  never  warm  yourselves  at  any  fire,  or  by  any 
sparks  of  your  owni  kindling?  Or  are  ye  yet  worshipping 
upon  some  of  the  many  mountains  and  hills  which  the  Lord 
hath  not  formed  nor  established;  but  have  been  formed  and 
set  up  by  man  in  the  night  of  darkness,  before  the  everlast- 
ing light  of  the  day  break  forth  ? 

Query  6,  Do  ye  know  the  wilderness  through  which  the 
passage  is  from  Egypt  to  Canaan  ?  And  have  ye  faithfully 
travelled  in  the  leadings  of  God's  Spirit  there  through  ?  And 
are  ye  entered  into  the  pure  rest  thereof?  Are  ye  not  under 
the  law,  but  under  grace;  not  under  the  enemy'spower,  but 
under  the  Spirit's  power,  out  of  the  other's  reach,  so  that  the 
wicked  one  cannot  touch  you?    Have  ye  gone  through  tho 
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exercises  and  trials  of  the  wilderness?  Have  ye  fed  on  the 
manna  dropt  down  from  heaven  upon  your  spirits  therein  ? 
Have  ye  drunk  of  the  water  of  the  rock?  Have  ye  seen  the 
serpent  lifted  up,  and  felt  the  healing  thereby  ?  Have  ye  wit^ 
nessed  the  pillar  of  cloud  by  day,  and  the  pillar  of  fire  by 
night,  to  be  your  defence  and  leader?  And  have  ye  now  at 
length  received  the  kingdom  of  life,  and  set  under  tlie 
shadow  of  it,  drinking  water  out  of  your  own  cistern,  and 
eating  under  your  own  vine  and  fig-tree  the  fruits  of  the 
good  land,  after  the  shaking  of  that  which  was  to  be  sha- 
ken ;  now  being  come  to,  and  enjoying  the  kingdom  which 
cannot  be  shaken  ?  Have  ye  really  felt  these  things,  or  have 
ye  been  in  the  dreams  and  imaginings  about  them  ? 

Query  7.  Do  ye  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord,  as  the  spir- 
itual house  of  Jacob  is  to  do?  Have  ye  received  the  Spirit? 
Do  ye  live  in  the  Spirit?  Are  ye  truly  united,  so  as  to  be- 
come one  Spirit  with  the  Lord?  Are  all  the  walls  of  parti- 
tion broken  down  ?  And  is  there  nothing  now  between  you, 
but  of  two  ye  are  made  one  in  that  which  uniteth  ? 
.  If  it  be  thus  with  you,  then  hold  forth  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship  to  those  whom  the  Lord  hath  brought  hither; 
and  know  and  acknowledge  that  whereby  the  Lord  hath 
wrought  in  them.  But  if  ye  be  not  really  in  the  thing  it- 
self, but  only  in  the  apprehensions  and  conceivings  about  it, 
ye  can  never  so  be  witnesses  concerning  these  things,  nor 
concerning  the  truth  whereby  God  works  these  things:  and 
ye  will  find  there  is  a  great  gulf  between  you  and  us,  which 
ye  cannot  possibly  pass  over,  till  ye  meet  with  our  principle 
and  guide,  and  faithfully  travel  with  him  in  the  footsteps  of 
the  flock,  that  ye  may  come  to  the  Shepherd's  tents  (even 
the  tents  which  the  Shepherd  pitcheth,  and  wliicb  no  man 
can  pitch),  and  may  know  the  true  tabernacle,  sanctuary, 
and  temple,  whereof  ho  is  the  Minister, 
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THE  CHURCH, 

IN 

ITS    FIRST   AND    PURE    STATE, 

IN 

ITS   DECLINING  STATE,  IN  ITS  DECLINED  STATE,  AND 
IN  ITS  RECOVERY. 

WITH  THE  WAY  OF  SALVATION  IN  THE  COVENANT  OF  LIFE 
OPENED,  AND  SOME  STUMBLING-BLOCKS  REMOVED    . 
OUT  OF  THE  WAY  OF  THE  SIMPLE-HEARTED. 

LIKEWISE  ROME  QUERIES  CONCERNIXQ   THE  NEW   COVENANT. 

WITH  AN   EXHORTATION  TO 

ALL   people;     but    MORE   ESPECIALLY   TO  SUCH   AS 

ARE  DESOLATE  AND   DISTRESSED. 

Whereuiito  is  added 
A  Visit  of  tender  and  upright  Love  to  such  as  retain 

any  Sincerity  towards  the  Lord. 

Also  a  brief  Account  of  the  ground  of  Certainty  and 

Satisfaction,  which  it  hath  pleased  the  Lord  to  establish  in 

my  heart,  concerning  Religion,  and  the 

things  of  his  Kingdom. 

And  a  Question  answered  about  the  way  of  knowing  the 

Motions,  Doctrines,  and  Teachings 

of  Christ's  Spirit. 

With  somewhat  relating  to  the  Gospel  Rest,  or  Sabbath. 

And  some  Queries  to  such  as  complain  of  want 

of  Power  to  become  the  Lord's, 

and  serve  Him. 

By  one  who  testificth  what  ho  hath  seen  and  heard  and  tasted 
and  handled  of  the  Word»  and  Life  eternal, 
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THE    PREFACE. 

The  true  church  is  a  mystery,  and  so  is  the  false  also ; 
neither  of  which  the  outward  eye  of  man's  understanding  is 
able  to  discern;  but  he  alone  w*ho  is  enlightened  and  taught 
of  God.  Who  can  see  how  the  Spirit  of  God  works,  chang- 
ing men's  hearts,  gathering  them  into  his  tnith,  and  build- 
ing them  up  into  an  holy  temple  in  his  Son  ?  And  who  can 
discern  how  the  spirit  of  deceit  works  with  an  outward 
knowledge,  doctrine,  and  form  of  religion,  persuading  or 
compelling  men  thereunto,  and  so  builds  up  a  false  church? 
Yea,  who  can  tell  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  withdraweth 
from  the  church,  which  was  once  his,  leaving  it  to  the  other 
spirit  to  re-enter  and  possess;  from  which  time  it  becometh 
a  synagogue  of  Satan  ?  There  was  need  of  the  anointing  of 
God's  wisdom  and  Spirit  to  try  Jews  and  apostles  (for  there 
were  such,  even  in  the  apostles'  days,  as  said  they  were  so, 
but  were  not);  and  there  is  also  need  of  the  same  wisdom 
and  spirit  to  try  churches,  whether  they  be  indeed  the 
churches  of  Chi-ist  (in  and  of  his  Spirit  and  power)  or  only 
in  the  name  and  outward  profession  of  the  thing,  without 
the  nature,  Spirit,  life,  and  power  thereof. 

The  apostle  Paul  (who  was  the  apostle  of  the  Gentiles, 
and  knew  what  was  likely  to  be  their  future  state),  writing 
to  the  Romans,  tells  them,  that  the  Gentiles  were  cut  out  of 
the  olive-tree,  which  was  wild  by  nature ;  and  were,  con- 
trary to  nature,  iugratled  into  the  true  Olive-tree,  and'so  came 
to  partake  of  the  root  and  fatness  thereof.  But  withal  he 
tells  them,  that  unless  they  did  continue  in  the  faith,  and  in 
the  goodness  of  God,  keeping  out  of  the  highmindedness 
and  conceitedness  of  their  own  estate  and  condition,  in  the 
fear  (which  makes  the  heart  clean,  and  preserves  it  in  the 
cleanness  from  that  which  would  defile,  and  cause  it  to  de- 
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part  from  the  Lord)  they  likewise  should  be  cut  off.  Horn. 
XI.  17,  and  20,  &c. 

Xow  it  would  be  seriously  considered,  whether  the  Gen- 
tile churches  did  abide  in  the  faith,  and  in  the  goodness  and 
power  of  the  Lord,  which  gathered  them?  Or  whether  they 
grew  high-minded,  holding  their  estate  in  a  presumption  (as 
if  the  promise  was  so  to  them,  that  they  must  needs  be  the 
church  for  ever)  out  of  the  fear,  and  so  were  cast  off  by  God, 
and  cut  off  (according  to  the  apostle's  words)  from  God's 
Spirit,  and  so  have  not  partook  6f  the  root  and  JFatness  of  the 
Olive-tree,  for  many  generations?  It  would  also  further  be 
inquired  (if  it  prove  thus  upon  true  search  and  examination, 
that  they  have  been  cut  off),  whether  they  can  partake  of 
the  root  and  fatness  of  the  true  Olive-tree  any  more,  till  he 
that  cast  them  off,  gather  and  build  them  up  again  ? 

It  is  true,  there  have  been  witnesses  against  the  corrupt 
,  state,  even  a  seed  who  have  been  persecuted  by  it;  and 
these  have,  in  some  measure,  partook  of  the  root  and  fat- 
ness of  the  Olive-tree,  all  this  time  of  the  degeneration. 
But  hath  the  church-state  of  the  Gentiles,  which  provoked 
God,  and  was  cast  oft',  and  persecuted  the  witness  of  the 
Lamb,  his  holy  seed,  who  could  not  but,  in  his  nature  and 
Spirit,  testify  against  their  corruption, — ^have  they  partook 
of  the  root  and  fatness  of  the  Olive-tree,  or  have  they  not 
rather  grown  up  from,  and  drunk  in  of,  the  sap  and  juice 
of  another  stock? 

The  same  apostle  speaks  of  the  man  of  sin,  that  wicked 
one,  the  son  of  perdition ;  w^ho  should  get  into  the  temple 
of  God,  sit  there,  and  show  himself  as  God;  and  yet  op- 
pose and  exalt  himself  above  all  that  is  truly  called  God, 
and  that  of  right  ought  to  be  worshipped.  2  Thes.  ii.  4. 
Now  when  he  gets  into  the  temple,  doth  not  he  leaven  it 
with  his  wicked  spirit,  making  it  become  wicked,  like  him 
that  sits  and  reigns  in  it,  and  is  the  head  of  it?  And  doth 
the  church  or  temple,  all  the  while  he  sits  in  it,  partake  of 
the  root  and  fatness  of  the  Olive-tree?  (Of  Christ  its  former 
Vine,  of  Christ  its  former  Head  ?)  Or  doth  it  not  rather  suck 
in,  and  partake  of,  the  venom  and  poison  of  this  new  head  ? 
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And  bow  long  is  this  new  head,  thisiklse  head  of  the  chnrch, 
to  sit  in  the  temple?  la  it  not  from  the  very  time  of  his  get- 
ting in,  till  Christ,  by  the  Spirit  of  his  mouth,  consume  and 
scatter  him;  and  by  the  brightness  of  his  appearance  and 
coming,  utteriy  destroy  him?  ver.  8. 

This  is  certain  (as  certain  as  ever  there  was  a  true  church 
in  the  days  of  the  apostles),  that  after  the  apostles'  days  there 
got  up  a  false  church,  which  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  calls  the 
great  whore  (indeed  she  was  far  bigger,  by  multitudes  of 
degrees,  than  ever  the  true  church  was).  This  great  whore 
had  a  golden  cup  in  her  baud,  wherewith  she  made  the 
kings  and  inhabitants  of  the  earth  drunk.  And  she  sat 
upon  many  waters;  which  waters  are  peoples,  nations,  mul- 
titudes, and  tongues.  Did  ever  the  true  church  do  thus? 
That  was  a  little  flock,  gathered  out  of  peoples,  nations, 
multitudes,  and  tongues,  reigning  in  the  Spirit  and  power 
of  the  Lord,  over  them  only  who  were  thus  gathered;  but 
never  sat  upon  whole  peoples,  nations,  multitudes,  and 
tongues,  as  this  great  whore  hath  done.    Rev.  xvii.  1 — 15. 

Now  it  would  be  worth  the  inquiry  what  this  cup  is  (this 
golden  cup,  which  appears  like  gold).  And  what  this  wine 
is,  wherewith  she  made  the  kings  and  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  drunk.  Ask  her,  and  she  will  tell  you :  It  is  the  cup 
of  salvation,  and  her  wine  the  wine  of  the  kingdom,  even 
the  doctrine^  and  discipline  of  holy  mother-church ;  out  of 
which,  and  without  which,  no  man  can  be  saved.  But  ask 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  (or  hear  what  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
said  to  the  churches  concerning  it),  and  he  will  tell  you,  it 
is  the  wine  of  fornication,  the  cup  of  destruction,  full  of 
abominations,  and  filthiness  of  her  fornication ;  and  that  she 
shall  be  so  far  from  saving  others,  that  she  shall  be.  de- 
stroyed and  perish  herself;  and  whoever  drinks  of  her  wine 
shall  perish,  unless  he  vomit  it  up  again,  and  drink  of  the 
pure  blood  of  the  Lamb  after  it.  See  Rev.  xvii.  and  also 
chap,  xviii.  and  chap.  xiv.  9, 10,  11. 

Ifow  one  word,  in  the  love  and  truth  of  God,  to  all  that 
have  separated  from  this  church.  Have  ye  separated 
fully?    Have  ye  separated  wholly?    Have  ye  separated 
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from  her  in  nature  and  spirit?  Have  ye  waited. for  the 
bnilding  which  Gk>d  alone  can  rear;  for  the  church  which 
he  alone  can  frame?  Or  have  ye  built  up  another  church, 
in  the  resemblance  and  likeness  of  that  ye  separated  from? 
This  is  a  weighty  thing:  ye  must  answer  it  to  God,  and 
stand  by  his  judgment  therein.  I  beseech  you  consider 
it.  "What  will  it  profit  a  man,"  saith  Christ,  "if  he  gain 
the  whole  world,  and  lose  his  own  soul?"  So  say  I  in  this 
case:  What  would  it  profit  you,  if  ye  could  make  your 
church  stand,  and  be  approved  in  the  sight  of  the  whole 
world,  if  the  Lord  disown  and  disallow  it,  and  they  that 
are  gathered  into  it  perish  by  it?  If  it  be  not  of  God's 
building,  if  it  have  not  his  presence,  virtue.  Spirit,  and 
power  in  it,  it  cannot  save.  Oh,  hear,  hear !  for  the  Lord 
will  strip  Babylon,  and  fill  her  with  dreadful  plagues  and 
judgments;  and  she  shall  appear  naked  as  she  is,  and  be- 
come the  scorn  of  every  eye,  and  the  reproach  of  every  be- 
holder: and  that  which  hath  been  reproached,  scorned, 
hated,  and  persecuted  by  her,  the  Lord  will  honor. 

Now  consider,  and  wait  on  the  Lord,  to  know  the  extent 
of  Babylon ;  that  ye  may  not  be  found  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  (nor  by  his  angels,  which  pour  out  his  plagues  upon 
her)  within  her  limits.  For  the  great  whore  is  not  Baby- 
lon only,  or  alone ;  but  she  is  the  Mother  of  harlots,  and  all 
her  daughters  are  harlots  also;  even  all  that  have  built  up 
churches,  like  her  (in  her  spirit,  with  her  materials)  out  of 
the  leading,  guidance,  and  power  of  the  Spirit  of  truths 
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OF   THE   CHURCH. 


I.  Of  the  Church  in  its  First  and  Pure  State,  when  it  was 
clothed  with  the  Sun,  had  the  Moon  under  its  Feet, 
and  was  crowned  with  a  Crown  of  Twelve  Stars,  travail- 
ing to  bring  forth,  and  brought  forth  the  Man  Child,  which 
was  to  Rule  all  Nations  with  the  Rod  of  Iron. 


It  pleased  the  Father  to  send  his  Son  into  the  world  (in 
hifi  name,  power,  and  authority),  to  gather  out  of  the  world ; 
and  to  manifest  his  name  to  the  men  whom  he  should  gather 
out  of  the  world.  The  Jews,  for  all  their  great  profession, 
and  high  esteem  of  themselves,  were  but  a  worldly  polity, 
having  but  worldly,  elementary  shadows  of  the  good  things 
to  come,  and  to  be  set  up  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Messiah. 
John  preached  that,  the  kingdom  was  at  hand;  Christ  said, 
it  wcLS  come:  John  prepared  for  it;  Christ  brought  it.  He 
came  in  the  Spirit,  in  the  life,  in  the  virtue,  in  the  dominion 
of  the  Most  High;  and  he  gathered  disciples  unto  him,  by 
the  word  and  power  of  the  Father.  And  those  that  contin- 
ued in  his  word,  were  his  disciples  indeed;  of  his  gathering; 
such  as  the  Father  had  sent  the  Son  out  to  seek;  even  the 
new  sort  of  worshippers,  who  should  worship  neither  at  Sa- 
maria, nor  Jerusalem ;  nor  with  reference  to  any  other  out- 
ward place ;  but  in  Spirit  and  in  truth.  They  should  meet 
together  in  that  name,  wherein  Christ  had  gathered  them ; 
and  meeting  so,  he  would  be  in  the  midst  of  them,  and 
they  should  feel  the  presence,  power,  and  authority,  which 
belonged  to  his  church. 

Now,  if  any  would  know  what  kind  of  persons  these 
disciples  are,  Christ  giveth  many  descriptions  of  l\\ft;ai* 
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They  are  such  as  are  born  from  above,  such  as  are  changed 
by  the  name  and  power  which  gathers  them.  They  are 
Jews  inward,  circumcised  inwardly;  such  as  are  baptized 
with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  with  fire ;  squared  stones,  hewn 
by  the  Spirit,  for  the  spiritual  building;  not  old,  rough, 
fierce,  cruel,  implacable,  unregencrate,  unholy  spirits;  but 
meek,  gentle,  lowly,  tender,  poor  in  spirit,  merciful,  peace- 
able in  themselves,  and  making  peace  among  men,  renewed, 
and  sanctified  in  spirit;  holy  in  conversation,  suffering  (both 
from  the  heathenish,  and  from  the  worldly-professing  spirit) 
for  that  power  of  truth  and  righteousness,  which  they  pro- 
fess and  bear  witness  to.  They  are  the  salt  of  the  earth, 
having  that  in  them  which  seasoneth  their  own  hearts,  and 
which  hath  virtue  in  it  to  season  others.  They  are  the  light 
of  the  world,  having  that  in  them  which  casts  rays  of  light, 
conviction,  and  demonstration,  wherever  they  go.  They 
being  changed  into  the  leaven  of  the  kingdom,  become  a 
leaven,  and  so  a  weight  upon  iniquity ;  testifying  against, 
yea,  bowing  down  and  afflicting,  that  spirit,  as  the  power  of 
life  springs  in  them  and  breaks  forth  through  them. 

Now,  if  the  church  be  thus ;  if  it  be  a  gathering  by  the 
power  into  the  power;  by  Christ,  who  came  in  the  name, 
into  the  name  in  which  he  came;  must  not  the  ministry 
needs  be  much  more  thus?  Must  not  they  bo  grown  in  the 
name,  be  grown  in  the  power,  who  are  to  minister  to  those 
who  are  gathered  into  the  name,  who  are  gathered  into  the 
power?  Must  not  they  be  well  grown  in  the  Spirit,  if  they 
be  able  ministers  of  the  Spirit?  Did  not  Christ,  when  he 
sent  out  his  disciples  to  preach  in  his  name,  give  them  of 
his  Spirit  and  power?  And  afterwards,  when  he  was  to  go 
away,  and  they  to  succeed  him,  what  were  they  to  succeed 
him  in?  Were  they  not  to  succeed  him  in  his  Spirit  and 
power?  And  did  not  he  bid  them  wait  for  it,  and  receive 
it,  before  they  went  forth  to  preach  and  sot  up  his  kingdom? 
And  was  it  not  by  this  the  church  was  gathered?  And  can 
the  church  be  preserved  by  any  thing  beneath  this?  Yea^ 
falling  short  of  this,  is  it  not  in  a  degenerated  and  falleu 
estate? 
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After  that  those  who  had  been  gathered  in  the  name,  had 
waited  as  Christ  directed  them,  for  the  holy  Spirit  and 
power,  and  after  it  had  fallen  upon  them,  then  the  glory 
began,  then  the  ministry  shined,  then  the  church  (or  people 
gathered  in  the  Spirit  and  power)  shined ;  then  great  life 
was  in  them  all,  then  great  grace  and  holiness  was  upon 
them  all;  then  faith  (which  springs  from  the  Spirit  and 
power)  was  fresh,  then  love  abounded;  then  they  minded 
not  earthly  things,  but  the  kingdom,  the  life,  the  glory, 
which  was  come  upon  them  in  power;  then  Satan's  king- 
dom fell  down  like  lightning,  and  they  went  on  (in  and 
with  the  Spirit  which  led  them)  conquering  the  Jewish 
professors,  and  the  heathenish  worshippers  also ;  none  be- 
ing able  to  resist  the  power  and  Spirit  wherein  they  spake 
and  ministered.  Read  the  scriptures  of  the  New  Testament, 
and  wait  on  God  for  the  opening  of  the  true  eye  in  you,  and 
these  things  will  be  manifest  and  plain  to  you  therein;  for 
the  sweetness,  freshness,  preciousness,  and  beauty  of  that 
state,  may  abundantly  be  read  there,  by  those  whose  eyes 
the  Lord  opens.    To  instance  in  some  places. 

Peter  writes  two  general  epistles,  in  one  whereof  he 
speaks  of  their  having  received  like  precious  faith  with 
them,  2  Pet  i.  1.  and  in  the  other,  that  they  did  rejoice 
with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory,  1  Pet.  i.  8.  Yea, 
he  speaks  also  of  their  being  as  lively  stones,  built  up  i^ 
spiritual  house,  a  holy  priesthood  (mark;  all  God's  people 
who  are  gathered  into  the  name,  who  are  of  the  faith,  who 
are  in  the  life  and  power,  are  priests  unto  him),  to  ofter  up 
spiritual  sacrifioes,  acceptable  to  God  by  Jesus  Christ.  1  Pet. 
ii.  6.  Now,  was  it  a  small  thing  to  be  a  priest  under  the 
law,  to  oflfer  iip  the  outward  sacrifices  thereof?  What  is  it 
then  to  be  a  priest  hi  the  Holy  Spirit  and  power  of  life? 

John  also  writes  a  general  epistle,  wherein  he  divides 
Christians  into  three  e8tate8,««-ehildren,  young  men,  fa- 
thers,— speaking  great  things  and  glorious  of  them  all.  He 
Baid,  "The  darkuesfe  is  past,  and  the  true  light  now  shin- 
eth."  Paul  had  said,  The  night  is  fyx  spent,  and  the  day  iej 
at  hand;  but  he  said,  the  night  is  past,  and  the  day  is  eomOv 
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1  John  it.  8.  And  he  writes  to  all, — children,  young  men, 
&there,*-H9Lfl  being  passed  from  the  darkness,  and  in  the 
light  of  the  day.  The  little  children  had  had  their  sins  for- 
given them  for  his  name's  sake,  and  had  known  the  Father, 
ver.  12,  13.  The  young  men  were  strong,  and  the  word  of 
God  did  abide  in  them,  and  they  had  overcome  the  wicked 
one.  ver.  14.  The  fathers  knew  him  that  was  from  the  be- 
ginning, ver.  13,  14.  and  knowing  that,  they  knew  enough; 
for  that  was  it  which  appeared  to  save,  and  that  was  it 
which  was  to  be  preached,  even  that  which  was  firom  the 
beginning,  the  light  which  was  with  God,  the  light  which 
was  in  God,  the  light  which  was  God,  in  which  is  no  dark- 
ness at  all.  chap.  i.  1.  6.  Yea,  the  little  children  had  an 
unction  from  the  Holy  One,  and  they  knew  all  things;  and 
John  wrote  not  unto  them  as  not  knowing  the  truth,  but 
because  they  knew  it.  chap.  ii.  18.  20,  21.  Yea,  they  had 
received  the  anointing,  and  it  did  abide  in  them,  and  they 
needed  not  that  any  man  should  teach  them,  but  as  the 
same  anointing  taught  them  of  all  things;  and  it  so  taught 
them,  as  that  no  seducer  nor  antichristian  deceiver  could 
impose  or  prevail  upon  them,  they  keeping  to  it  ver.  18. 
26,  27.  What  a  glorious  state  was  here,  when  the  little 
children  were  thus  advanced  in  the  strength  and  power  of 
life !  Sure  that  promise  was  now  made  good  indeed,  "  Ye 
shall  be  all  taught  of  God,"  when  the  little  children  were 
thus  taught.  Yea,  and  they  were  taught  to  abide  in  him, 
so  as  they  might  not  sin ;  for  how  could  they,  the  anointing 
abiding  in  them,  and  teaching  them  of  all  things,  and  they 
being  in  subjection  thereto;  for  that  preserves  out  of  sin 
the  vessel  in  whom  it  dwells  and  reigns.  Sin  is  a  trans- 
gression of  the  law;  but  they  that  are  in  the  anointing, 
taught  by  the  anointing,  subject  to  the  anointing,  are  far 
above  the  righteousness  of  the  law,  even  in  the  righteous- 
ness of  the  Son;  the  righteousness  of  whose  nature  is  fer 
above  the  righteousness  which  the  law  requires  of  man's 
nature.  And  let  men  talk  and  imagine  what  they  will,  the 
sinner  is  not  in  the  redemption  and  power  of  righteousness 
which  is  by  Jesus  Christ.    For  that  which  is  bom  of  God 
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doth  not  oommit  sin,  bat  the  seed  remaineth  in  hua  which 
ia  bom  of  God,  preserving  him  from  the  nature  and  spirit 
of  the  devil,  and  from  the  works  which  flow  from  that  nat- 
ure and  spirit  chap.  iii.  4,  &c  Yea,  they  might  so  walk 
as  that  their  hearts  should  not  condemn  them;  but  that 
they  might  have  confidence  towards  God.  ver.  20,  21.  And 
as  Christ  said  to  the  Father,  "Father,  thou  always  hearest 
me;"  so  could  they  say,  "Whatsoever  we  ask,  we  receive 
of  him,  because  we  keep  his  commandments,  and  do  those 
things  that  are  pleasing  in  his  sight,"  ver.  22.  even  as  Christ 
had  said,  "He  that  sent  me  is  with  me,"  &c.,  "for  I  do  al- 
ways those  things  that  please  him."  John  viii.  29.  Yea, 
these  little  children,  having  received  the  anointing,  were 
able  to  try  spirits,  and  had  tried  and  overcome  them  (not- 
withstanding the  subtlety  and  strength  of  all  their  deceits), 
because  that  light,  life.  Spirit,  and  power  which  dwelt  with- 
in them,  was  greater  than  that  which  was  in  the  world, 
chap.  iv.  1.  4.  And  can  the  less  overcome  the  greater,  the 
greater  keeping  to  its  strength?  Xay,  nay:  these  that  are 
of  the  love,  and  dwell  in  the  love,  are,  by  the  power  and 
virtue  of  the  love,  kept  out  of  all  the  snares  and  devices  of 
the  enmity ;  for  the  enmity  cannot  enter  the  love,  nor  the 
soul  that  abides  in  the  love;  but  only  him  that  departs  out 
of  it.  Here  is  a  munition  of  rocks,  here  is  safety  indeed ; 
let  him  that  hath  an  ear  hear,  and  let  him  that  hath  a  spir- 
itual eye  read  and  consider.  What  should  be  said  more  of 
them?  They  were  in  the  love  which  keeps  the  command- 
ments, of  the  birth  to  which  the  victory  is  given,  and  in  the 
faith  which  gives  the  victory,  chap.  v.  8,  4.  Yea,  did  they 
not  so  keep  themselves,  as  that  the  wicked  one  could  not 
touch  them  ?  ver.  18.  How  could  he,  when  they  had  over- 
come him,  and  abode  in  that  which  overcame  him?  Satan 
falls  like  a  flash  of  lightning  before  the  power  of  truth,  be- 
fore the  living  faith;  the  faith  which  is  from  and  stands  in 
the  power.  And  if  the  devil  would  fly  from  those  that  re- 
sisted him,  how  much  more  would  he  fly  from  those  that 
bad  overcome  him,  and  stood  armed  with  that  armor  which 
is  painful  and  dreadful  to  him ! 
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Again,  the  apostle  that  writeth  to  the  Hebrews,  speaketh 
of  their  work  and  labor  of  love  (which  advancetli  the  sonl 
apace  towards  the  kingdom),  and  of  their  patient  enduring 
the  trials,  persecutions,  afflictions,  and  crosses,  through 
which  perfection  is  attained.  James  i.  4.  Heb.  vi.  10.  and 
chap.  X.  82,  83.  Yea,  he  speaketh  expressly  concerning 
them,  that  they  were  come  to  Mount  Zion,  and  to  the  city 
of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and  to  an  innu- 
merable company  of  angels;  to  the  general  assembly  and 
church  of  the  first-born  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to 
God  the  Judge  of  all,  and  to  the  spirits  of  just  men  made 
perfect,  and'to  Jesus  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and 
to  the  blood  of  sprinkling, .  chap.  xii.  22,  23,  24.  and  that 
they  had  received,  or  were  receiving,  a  kingdom  which 
could  not  be  moved,  ver  28. 

There  is  another  place  in  my  heart  to  mentiop,  which 
speaks  great  glory  and  a  high  state,  in  the  sense  of  my  spir- 
it, attributing  glory  and  dominion  to  Christ  for  his  loving 
them,  and  washing  them  from  their  sins  in  his  own  blood, 
and  making  them  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  his  Fa- 
ther. Rev.  i.  5,  6.  What  is  he  who  is  both  a  king  and  priest 
to  God?  Surely  he  is  washed,  surely  he  is  clothed  with 
the  priest's  raiment,  surely  he  is  in  the  dominion  and  purity 
of  life,  who  reigns  and  offers  up  therein  holy  sacrifices  to 
the  Father. 

Thus  far  have  instances  been  given  in  reference  to  the 
general  state.  Kow  it  is  also  in  my  heart  to  give  some  in- 
stances in  particular  churches,  wherein  testimony  is  given 
to  the  freshness  of  life  in  them,  and  of  their  precious  state 
therein. 

First,  I  shall  instance  in  that  church  at  Jerusalem:  in 
whaf  a  beauteous  glory  and  lustre  did  they  spring  forth ! 
Acts  ii.  41,  to  the  end.  Consider  the  place  well,  and  tell 
me,  if  this  was  not  the  beginning  of  the  spiritual  and  heav- 
enly Jerusalem ;  if  the  glory  of  it  did  not  descend  upon  this 
new-gathered  people  and  converts?  So  likewise  see  chap, 
iv.  81,  &c. 

The  church  at  Rome,  the  apostle  Paul  says,  were  beloved 
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of  God ;  and  that  their  fiftith  was  spoken  of  throughout  the 
the  whole  world.  Rom.  i.  7,  8.  Now  what  a  glorious  pre- 
cious state  was  this !  For  by  faith  is  water  drawn  out  of  the 
wells  of  salvation :  and  how  much  might  ihey  draw,  who 
abounded  in  faith!  True  faith  springs  fi*om  the  power  of 
life,  and  it  brings  the  powef  of  life  into  the  soul  in  which  it 
springs,  according  to  the  degree  and  growth  of  it.  He  that 
is  beloved  of  Qod,  and  abounds  in  faith  towards  him,  what 
glory,  what  life,  what  virtue,  what  power  can  he  want? 

The  same  apostle,  writing  to  the  church  at  Philippi,  saith, 
he  did  thank  Gody  upon  every  remembrance  of  them:  making  re- 
quest for  them  tcith  joy  always^  in  every  prayer  of  his  for  them 
ally  for  their  fellowship  in  the  gospel  (which  is  power  and  life 
to  them  that  have  fellowship  therein) ^i'ow  the  first  day  until 
noio.  Phil.  i.  3,  4,  5.  And  he  calls  them  dearly  beloved  and 
longed  for^  his  joy  and  crown,  chap.  iv.  1. 

So  writing  to  the  saints  and  faithful  brethren  at  Colossus, 
he  gives  thanks  for  their  faith,  and  their  love  to  all  the  saints, 
chap.  i.  3,  4.  And  saith  further  concerning  them,  tliat  the 
word  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel  had  brought  forth  fruit  in  them, 
since  the  day  they  heard  and  knew  the  grace  of  God,  in  truth,  ver. 
5.  6.  To  what  then  were  they  grown?  Surely  very  far  into 
the  mystery  of  life  in  Christ;  in  whom  they  had  been  cir- 
cumcised and  baptized,  and  were  complete,  abiding  in  him, 
and  drinking  in  of  the  life,  virtue,  and  power  which  floweth 
from  him. 

Likewise  he  writes  to  the  church  of  the  Thessalonians, 
as  being  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
1  Thess.  i.  1.  Ah !  how  excellent  and  glorious  was  the 
state  and  condition  of  Christ,  to  be  in  the  Father!  How 
glorious  is  the  state  of  that  church,  which  is  both  in  Christ 
and  in  the  Father!  He  speaks  also  of  their  work  of  faith, 
and  labor  of  love,  and  patience  of  hope.  ver.  3.  Yea,  he 
writes  to  them  again  as  such.  Ephes.  i.  1.  Surely  they  did 
abide  in  the  vine;  they  did  dwell  in  the  name  and  power 
into  which  they  were  gathered;  and  so  did  feel  the  dews 
from  above,  and  the  springs  from  beneath;  so  that  their 
fiiith  did  grow  exceedingly,  and  their  love  abound;  and  the 
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apMtles  did  find  amae  of  glorying  in  them,  in  the  churches 
of  God,  for  their  patience  and  faith  in  all  their  perBecntions 
and  tribnlations  that  they  endured,  ver.  S,  4. 

Writing  also  to  the  Ephesians,  he  giveth  a  high  expres- 
Bion  of  the  goodness  of  God  to  his  people  in  those  days,  and 
of  the  blessedness  of  their  estate,  in  that  God  had  blessed 
them  ttith  all  spiritfial  blessings^  in  heatady  jUaees  m  Christy 
chap.  L  8.  That  is  hard  to  be  understood ;  yet  this  may  be 
sensibly  said:  in  the  heavenly  places  in  Christ,  the  spiritual 
blessings  are  received;  and  they  that  are  raised  together 
with  him,  and  live  in  and  with  him,  do  also  sit  with  him  in 
the  heavenly  places  in  him,  even  in  the  mansions  which  he 
liath  prepared,  and  is  preparing;  for  he  raiseth  the  soul 
higher  and  higher,  from  glory  to  glor}-,  at  his  pleasure. 
The  apostle  also  saith  that  they  were  felloio-citizens  with  the 
saints^  and  of  the  household  of  God  ;  and  were  built  together  in 
Christy  for  a  habitation  of  God,  through  the  Spirit,  chap.  ii.  19.  22. 

So  the  church  of  Smyrna;  Christ  owueth  her  works,  and 
tribulations,  and  poverty,  and  pronounceth  her  rich.  Rev. 
ii.  8.     Christ  knoweth  how  to  value  things. 

And  the  church  of  Philadelphia  was  in  a  very  precious 
Htate  indeed;  Christ  owning  her  works,  and  having  set  -be- 
fore her  an  open  door,  which  no  man  could  shut;  and 
proniising  to  make  those  who  made  a  profession  of  the 
truth  (of  being  Jews)  but  were  not  in  it,  to  come  and  wor- 
ship before  her  feet,  and  to  know  that  he  had  loved  her;  as 
also  that  he  would  keep  her  in  the  hour  of  temptation,  be- 
cause she  had  kept  the  word  of  his  patience.  Rev.  iii.  8.  &c. 
Thus  it  is  manifest  that  the  church  in  general,  and  many 
churches  in  particular,  was  once  in  a  pure,  fresh,  living, 
powerful,  glorious  state. 
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IL  Of  the  Church  in  its  declining  and  falling  Estate. 

But  all  the  churches  were  not  thus;  nor  did  those  who 
were  thus  always  continue  thus:  but  there  was  a  declining 
and  falling  from  this  glorious  estate  by  degrees,  even  from 
the  light,  brightness,  purity,  and  power  of  the  day,  into  the 
darkness  and  corruption  of  the  night  again. 

And  thus  the  apostasy  came  in ;  to  wit,  by  not  keeping  to 
the  anointing,  by  not  abiding  in  that  Spirit,  life,  and  power 
whereinto  they  were  gathered ;  by  not  keeping  singly  to  the 
voice  of  the  Shepherd.  For  then  another  ear  got  up  in 
them,  and  that  itched  after  new  and  strange  things;  not 
being  contented  with  the  simplicity  of  truth  which  is  in 
Christ,  with  the  plain  heavenly  bread.  For  truth  is  a  na- 
ked simple  thing  to  l^okat;  not  answering  man's  wisdom 
at  first,  nor  ever  afterwards:  but  in  the  cross  to  that,  its 
power  is  felt,  and  its  beauty  seen.  But  if  the  wisdom  of 
man  get  up  from  under  the  cross,  if  it  be  not  still  kept  down 
by  that,  it  will  presently  be  judging  the  wisdom  of  God, 
and  the  plain  way  of  truth,  foolishness,  and  be  listening  af- 
ter somewhat  else. 

Thus  the  church  of  Corinth,  who  did  abound  in  spiritual 
gifts,  yet  were  apt  to  run  out,  and  be  lifted  up  above  their 
measures,  and  think  they  reigned  as  kings,  without  (if  not 
beyond)  the  apostles;  and  so  came  into  danger  of  hearken- 
ing to  false  spirits  and  ministers  of  unrighteousness.  1  Cor. 
iv.  8,  &c.  2  Cor.  x.  11. 

And  the  churches  of  Qalatia,  which  began  well,  and  very 
zealously,  even  so  as  they  could  have  plucked  out  their  eyes 
for  Paul's  sake ;  yet  were  afterwards  so  far  bewitched  and 
prevailed  upon,  that  the  apostle  professed  he  stood  in  doubt 
of  them,  and  was  afraid  lest  he  had  bestowed  upon  them 
labor  in  vain.    Gal.  iv.  11.  20. 

When  the  enemy  could  not  prevail  in  open  battle,  by 
manifest  afflictions,  oppositions,  persecutions,  &c.,  then  hd 
tries  by  deceit,  getting  into  the  form,  to  see  what  he  <iwi  dft 
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there,  how  he  can  please  and  satisfy  men  therewith,  and  so 
work  them  from  that  power  which  redeems.  And  those 
that  do  not  eye  the  power,  keep  to  the  power,  walk  in  the 
power,  and  judge  by  the  power,  to  be  sure  he  catcheth  this 
way.  "The  false  prophets,"  saith  Christ,  "which  come  in 
sheep's  clothing,*'  (with  the  good  words,  as  ministers  of 
righteousness;  but  not  with  the  living,  powerful  fruits  of 
righteousness)  come  with  so  subtle  an  appearance,  as,  if  it 
were  possible,  they  would  deceive  the  very  elect:  but  God 
keepeth  that  eye  in  his  elect  open,  which  cannot  be  de- 
ceived; but  all  else  are.  They  that  depart  from  the  power, 
they  that  err  from  the  faith,  they  that  are  in  the  highmind- 
edness  and  conceitedness,  out  of  the  fear, — they  easily  hear- 
ken to  seducing  spirits,  and  drink  of  their  poison.  And 
Peter  plainly  foresaw  that  these  would  be  many.  2  Pet  ii. 
1,  2. 

See  also  what  complaint  Paul  makes  to  Timothy,  about 
the  declining  of  many  from  the  truth ;  he  exhorts  him  to 
"keep  faith  and  a  good  conscience;  which  some  having  put 
away,  concerning  faith  have  made  shipwreck;  of  whom  is 
Ilymeneus  and  Alexander."  1  Tim.  i.  19,  20. 

Again,  he  speaks  of  some  that  were  "already  turned  aside 
after  Satan."  chap.  v.  15.  And  of  some  that  had  "erred 
from  the  faith,  and  pierced  themselves,  through  with  many 
sorrows."  chap.  vi.  10.  Again:  "All  they  which  are  in 
Asia  be  turned  away  from  me."  2  Tim.  i.  15.  Likewise  he 
speaks  of  some,  who  "would  increase  unto  more  ungodli- 
ness," and  whose  word  "will  eat  as  doth  a  canker,"  chap, 
ii.  16,  17.  and  that  "evil  men  and  seducers  shall  wax  worse 
and  worse,  deceiving  and  being  deceived."  chap.  iii.  13. 
Yea,  "the  time  will  come,"  saith  he,  "when  they  will  not 
endure  sound  doctrine."  chap. -iv.  8.  "Demas  hath  forsa- 
ken me,  having  loved  the  present  world."  ver.  10.  "Alex- 
ander the  coppersmith  did  me  much  evil :  the  Lord  reward 
liim  according  to  his  works."  ver.  14.  "At  my  first  answer, 
no  man  stood  with  me,  but  all  men  forsook  me,"  ver.  16. 
Surely  love  was  grown  very  cold,  iniquity  likely  to  abound, 
and  the  apostasy  from  the  truth  to  increase. 
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And  among  the  churches  of  Asia,  how  many  of  them 
were  warping!  Ephesus,  though  she  had  much  good  re- 
maining in  her,  yet  she  had  left  h%r  first  love,  and  was  &lleu 
from  her  first  state  and  works.  Rev.  ii.  4,  5.  Pergamos  also 
had  them  which  held  the  doctrine  of  the  Nicolaitans,  which 
thing  Christ  hated,  ver.  15.  Thyatira,  she  likewise  sufiTered 
the  woman  Jezebel,  which  called  herself  a  prophetess,  to 
teach  and  seduce  God's  servants,  ver.  20.  (Now,  this  she 
ought  not  to  have  done,  the  churches  having  the  Spirit,  the 
holy  anointing,  to  try  spirits  and  prophets  by;  yea,  to  try 
apostles;  .which  will  faithfully  discover  which  are  truly 
such,  and  which  are  not,  as  ver.  2.)  Sardis  had  a  name  that 
she  lived,  but  was  generally  dead ;  there  being  but  a  few 
names  left  in  Sardis  which  had  not  defiled  their  garments, 
chap.  iii.  1.  4.  Laodieea  was  lukewarm;  neither  cold  nor 
hot;  in  the  profession,  in  the  form  and  appearance  of  truth; 
but  without  zeal,  without  life,  without  power,  ver.  15.  Now 
being  in  this  state  (having  the  form  and  appearance  of  all), 
she  judged  hei'self  rich,  and  increased  with  goods,  and  to 
have  need  of  nothing,  ver.  17.  This  indeed  is  a  pleasant 
state  in  man's  eye,  but  very  loathsome  to  God.  ver.  16. 
This  church  seemed  to  have  all,  but  indeed  had  lost  all, 
and  wanted  the  gold,  the  raiment,  and  the  eye-salve ;  and 
so  was  wretched,  miserable,  poor,  blind,  and  naked,  ver. 
17,  18. 

In  this  declining  state  some  fell  from  the  doctrine  of 
truth,  giving  heed  to  seducing  spirits,  and  doctrines  of  dev- 
ils. 1  Tim.  iv.  1.  Some  from  the  fellowship  and  worship; 
it  being  the  manner  of  some  to  forsake  the  assembling 
themselves  together,  Ileb.  x.  25.  which  the  church,  when 
first  gathered,  was  very  diligent  in.  Acts  ii.  42.  46.  Some 
held  the  form  of  knowledge  and  profession,  but  fell  from 
the  life  and  power.  2  Tim.  iii.  5.  Yea,  many  ways  did  the 
wolfish,  false  spirits  drive  and  scatter  from  the  flock,  as 
they  could  get  entrance  into  men's  minds. 

Obj.  But  how  could  the  church  decline  thus  in  the  apos- 
tles' days;  the  Spirit  of  God  being  so  powerful  in  the  apos- 
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ties,  and  being  also  so  generaUj  then  bestowed  npon  believ- 
en?  MM  QmL  ir.  6. 

Abb.  It  u  tme,  thej  bad  great  advantages  of  standing,  by 
reaion  of  tbe  presence  and  power  of  the  Spirit  with  them. 
Bat  yet  withal,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  tender,  jealons,  and 
might  be  grieved  and  provoked  by  neglects  (his  warnings 
being  slighted,  and  bis  motions  quenched),  and  so  might 
draw  back  from  such,  as  either  received  not  the  tmth  in  the 
love  of  it,  or  grew  cold  and  careless  afterwanls :  and  then 
the  spirit  of  darkness  and  deceit  thereby  had  advantage  to 
blind  them,  gain  upon  them,  and  enter  into  that  part  of 
them,  which  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  had  before  recovered 
and  possessed.  Now,  the  enemy,  having  got  entrance,  pre- 
vails and  captivates  more  and  more,  unless  the  Lord,  in 
tender  love  and  mercy,  visit  it  again^  lifting  up  a  standard 
for  the  soul,  and  so  drawing  it  back  by  degrees  into  his 
light  and  power  again. 

Besides,  it  is  easy  to  decline  (easy  for  any  soul,  easy  for 
any  church);  but  there  is  need  of  much  care,  fear,  faith, 
obedience,  watchfulness  to  the  Lord,  and  against  the  ene- 
my, &c.,  to  preserve  and  keep  the  estate  of  a  heart,  or  the 
estate  of  a  church,  chaste  and  pure.  "Ye  are  kept  by  the 
power  of  God,  through  faith  unto  salvation."  Can  any  thing 
preserve  a  soul  or  church,  but  God's  power?  And  doth 
God  preserve  any  soul  or  church,  but  in  the  way  he  hath 
appointed?  A  church  is  like  a  garden,  needs  digging, 
<lresHing,  watering,  sun-shine,  to  cause  it  to  thrive  and 
flourish.  Do  not  weeds  easily  spring  up  in  a  garden  ?  yea, 
ranker  weeds  than  in  common  ground;  which  spread  apace 
and  over-run  it  faster,  if  it  be  not  looked  to  and  kept  by  the 
gardener?  Read  the  figure,  and  understand.  Are  not  spir- 
itual weeds  as  corrupt  and  spreading  as  the  outward?  Are 
they  not  like  loavon ;  have  they  not  a  poisonous,  infecting 
nature  in  them?  "Know  ye  not,"  salth  the  apostle,  "that 
a  little  loavon  loaveneth  the  whole  lump?"  1  Cor.  v.  6.  If 
but  one  root  of  bUternosa  spring  up  in  a  ohqroh,  it  may  de- 
file many,  and  trouble  the  whole.  Heb.  xH.  15,  And  as  one 
corrupted  person,  so  also  one  corrupted  church,  may  Infeet 
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and  poison  many  more.  Tea,  was  it  not  thus  in  the  apos- 
tasy ?  When  it  once  got  head,  did  it  not  break  in  and  over- 
flow apace  ? 


HE,  Of  the  declined  and  fallen  State  of  the  Church. 

When  antichrist  (or  that  spirit  which  wrought  against 
that  spiritual  appearance  of  Christ,  and  power  of  his  truth) 
was  revealed,  and  got  into  the  temple,  appearing  and  being 
acknowledged  there  as  God,  then,  without  controversy,  was 
the  declined  state.  He  had  been  a  long  while  working  un- 
der-ground by  his  agents  and  ministers,  appearing  as  min- 
isters of  righteousness,  in  a  form  thereof,  out  of  and 
against  the  power;  but  the  power  (in  the  true  apostles 
and  ministers)  stood  in  his  way,  and  wrought  against  him, 
so  as  he  could  not  for  a  long  time  get  up.  Yet  he  pre- 
vailed more  and  more  in  the  corrupt  part  in  men,  till  at 
length  he  drew  many  of  the  very  stars  from  heaven  after  him ; 
and  then  fighting  an  open  battle,  gets  rid  of  the  true  church, 
vomits  out  a  flood  after  her,  as  if  she  were  an  harlot,  and 
not  worthy  the  name  of  Christ's  spouse,  and  so  gets  into 
the  temple,  and  is  owned  there  (as  Christ)  in  the  stead  of 
Christ. 

Object.  Will  any  man  own  antichrist,  worship  antichrist, 
and  acknowledge  antichrist  (instead  of  Christ)  to  be  God. 

Ans.  Read  2  Thess.  ii.  4.  and  see  if  it  be  not  so.  See  if 
he  do  not  get  into  the  temple,  and  sit  ruling  and  governing 
in  the  temple  (that  which  was  once  so,  and  ought  still  to 
be  so),  till  the  very  coming  and  appearing  of  Christ  in  his 
Spirit  and  brightness,  ver.  8. 

Quest.  But  how  could  this  possibly  ever  be,  or  how  can 
it  be? 

Ans.  He  doth  not  directly  get  up,  nor  show  himself  di- 
rectly as  be  is;  but  in  a  mystery  of  deceit.  He  doth  not  ap- 
pear as  antichrist,  crying  up  all  manner  of  filthiness,  abomi- 
nation, and  oontrariety  to  Christ,  in  direct  words,  but  as 
Christ,  preaching  righteousness,  crying  up  scriptures,  ordi- 
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wyri*..  atd  fi>  prr^Ofeti-att,  iit  i?  ti-c  iLe  ir»e  fp«it.  bat  die 
li.  ^.  tr.>  a:L*I',;-r:**:jfci::  je.  i  :2i:«§e  liar  re^.>?:T\e  hhn,  or  bow 
V/  i/,  -:*  \u  %:.j  of  t:.-b««,  tr.^  r*>w  r  :<  to  tTirist.  x^-zx  to  him. 
Iff;  }.aitri  a  rr^^^k,  he  h^th  a  nazz^e.  be  kaih  a  woRbip,  he 
harh  a  ';ri irrrh,  he  hath  a  m:i.istrr.  he  hath  laws  and  ordi- 
U'sf»f'A^  ofwor-t\/:p;  wt.ich  wL->i*:-ever  recvires,  worshipa  not 
lf>;  Jynd  Je^'i^  CLri-^t,  h^t  tl-at  «f»:rit  which,  onder  a  dis- 
iT'i^if  limn  af^i^areth,  which  hath  horns  aa  it  were  of  a 
larnb,  or  like;  a  lamb;  bat  not  the  LamVd  homa^  nor  the 
lAifuVn  nature,  nor  the  Lamb's  Sp>irit,  nor  the  Lamb's 
Uk^iiskuf^nn;  but  the  old  nature  of  the  dragon,  who  gives  him 
Unh  Hulitlc'ty  and  power. 

Now  mark :  when  Christ  brought  forth  his  church,  it  was 
a  pure,  li^^ly^  ftpiritaal  building,  built  up  of  renewed  spirits; 
Nuch  tm  were  new-bom,  such  as  were  washed,  such  as  were 
Manctifie^l,  such  as  were  justified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
JiiHiiHf  and  hy  the  Spirit  of  our  God.  Christ's  church  was 
Zion,  even  the  holy  seed,  built  upon  the  holy  hill  of  Grod, 
int^)  a  holy  city  or  temple.  But  antichriat's  church  is  Baby- 
lon, which  httth  the  wisdom  and  order  of  man  in  it,  such  as 
mtiu*!^  eyo  jud^cth  right,  but  is  foolishness  and  confusion  in 
th<!  eyo  of  (iod.  Now,  the  Lord  hath  most  terrible  .plagues 
to  pour  ont  npon  this  antichrist,  and  upon  his  Babylon; 
y(Mi,  upon  every  one  that  hath  his  mark  or  name,  or  that 
which  unionntrt  to  his  name,  though  it  be  not  directly  so 
ciiIIcmI.  Thoroforc,  oh,  fear  the  Lord  God!  and  ye  that 
loviJ  Iho  pottco  of  your  souls,  pray  to  be  delivered  from  that 
wliicli  his  wrath  is  to;  for  the  dregs  of  the  cup  of  trembling 
nro  to  h(^  pomxMl  out  on  antichrist  inward  and  outtvard,  and 
on  Muhylon  inward  and  outward.  Let  him  that  readeth 
unilt)rHtan<l  tho  tender  warnings,  which  are  given  forth  in 
tho  tondor  nature  and  Spirit  of  tho  Lord;  for  the  d^  of 
nioroy  HprmvdH  apaco,  and  the  night  of  anguish  and  tribula* 
tlon  luvttons. 

Tlio  true  olumh  nf  Christ  was  gathered  by  his  Spirit  into 
hii*  nanu>  and  pinwr,  and  was  a  spiritual  building,  or  build- 
\\\ft  of  spirits  thowiu;  whcnnu  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  waa 
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as  present  spiritually,  as  ever  he  appeared  in  the  outward 
temple  or  ark  outwardly.  And  the  ministers  of  the  New 
Testament  were  made  by  the  Spirit,  and  sent  forth  by  the 
Spirit,  and  in  the  power,  "Stephen,"  though  but  a  deacon, 
"was  full  of  faith,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost;"  and  if  any  man 
taught  in  the  church,  he  was  to  "  speak  as  an  oracle  of  God." 
Flesh  is  to  be  silent  there,  and  only  the  Spirit's  voice  to  be 
heard  in  the  spiritual  building.  But  now,  in  the  apostasy, 
the  ministers  there,  are  as  wells  w^ithout  water,  clouds  with- 
out rain,  who  have  only  the  show  of  the  thing  after  the 
flesh,  but  not  the  truth  of  the  thing  after  the  Spii^t;  and  so 
being  not  in  the  thing,  nor  in  the  Spirit,  they  despise  the 
dominion,  and  speak  evil  of  the  dignities  which  are  of  the 
Spirit,  and  for  advantage'  sake  cry  up  the  dominions  and 
dignities  which  are  of  the  earth. 

In  the  apostles*  days,  the  ministers  of  the  church  were  not 
of  man,  nor  set  over  the  flock  by  man ;  but  made  by  God, 
and  set  over  the  flock  as  overseers  by  him.  Acts  xx.  28. 
For  the  same  Lord  who  gave  apostles,  prophets,  and  evan- 
gelists, gave  also  pastors  and  teachers.  Ephes.  iv.  11.  And 
though  the  hands  of  the  presbytery  were  laid  on  those  that 
were  made  ministers;  yet  that  was  not  done  suddenly,  or 
lightly,  but  by  the  guidance  of  God's  Spirit;  and  there 
went  a  gift  and  power  of  the  Spirit  along  with  it,  according 
as  Paul  said  to  Timothy:  "Neglect  not  the  gift  that  is  in 
thee,  which  was  given  thee  by  prophecy,  with  the  laying 
on  of  the  hands  of  the  presbyteiy."  1  Tim.  iv.  14.  But  now, 
in  the  declined,  fallen  estate,  there  is  no  such  thing;  but  an 
empty  form,  a  form  of  worship,  a  form  of  godliness,  a  form 
of  ministry,  a  form  of  doctrine,  a  form  ©f  discipline;  with- 
out the  life,  without  the  Spirit,  without  the  power,  from 
which  the  true  form  came,  and  whereby  alone  it  could  be 
preserved. 

This  declined  state  hath  been  a  very  sink  of  iniquity, 
wherein  the  Christian  love  hath  not  only  grown  cold,  but 
hath  been  quite  dead,  and  plucked  up  by  the  very  roots; 
yea,  wherein  all  that  filthiness  which  was  sprouting  forth 
and  getting  up  in  the  declining  state  hath  reigned  in  powcr^ 
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defiling  the  very  name  of  Christianity,  oppressing  the  good 
seed,  and  cormpting  the  earth.  Read  2  Tim.  iii.  2,  &c.,  and 
see  what  a  generation  of  Christian  professors  were  to  grow 
up  (and  did  grow  up)  in  the  time  of  the  apostasy.  * 


IV.  Of  the  State  of  the  Church  in  its  Recovery ;  or  what 
State  the  Church  shall  be  in  after  it  is  recovered  out  of 
the  Apostasy. 

The  state  of  the  church  after  the  apostasy,  is  to  be  like 
the  state  it  was  in  hefort  the  apostasy,  for  purity,  power, 
brightness,  and  glory,  &c. ;  yea,  shall  it  not  be  more  glori- 
ous, after  its  coming  through  all  this  darkness,  and  shining 
over  it,  than  it  was  before?  The  New  Jerusalem  is  to  come 
down  from  God  out  of  heaven ;  the  bride  is  to  be  clothed 
and  adorned  as  the  Lamb's  wife,  meet  for  the  delight  of  her 
husband.  The  power  and  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  which  cleans- 
eth  away  all  this  rubbish,  will  make  his  truth  shine,  his 
church  shine,  his  suftering  lambs,  that  come  out  of  the  great 
tribulation,  shine  more  than  ever  before.  The  Lord  God 
Omnipotent  will  take  his  great  power  unto  him  to  reign, 
and  will  reign  according  to  his  power  in  the  hearts  of  his 
children,  and  over  the  eaith.  lie  will  break  that  which 
stands  in  his  way  with  a  rod  of  iron ;  and  he  will  embrace 
and  exalt  that  which  boweth  to  and  kisseth  the  sceptre  of 
his  Son,  who  is  to  appear  upon  the  holy  hill  of  Zion :  and 
the  law  is  to  go  forth  out  of  Zion,  and  the  word  of  the 
Lord  from  Jerusalem  ;  the  power  whereof  ehall  break  down 
the  power  of  iniquity,  and  bring  up  the  suffering  seed  into 
the  dominion  and  glory  of  life. 

In  this  restored  state  antichrist  shall  be  worshipped  no 
more,  nor  the  beast,  nor  the  dragon,  who  gave  his  power  to 
the  beast;  but  the  Lord  Go.d  shall  be  worshipped  and  mag- 
nified over  all.  It  shall  be  said  no  more.  Who  can  make 
war  with  the  beast?  after  the  Lamb  hath  overcome  him; 
but,  WhA  is  like  to  thee,  O  Lord,  O  King  of  saints !  who 
hast  taken  to  thee  thy  great  power,  and  hast  reigned,  and 
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dost  reign ;  who  hast  brought  down  this  lofty  city,  and  trod 
it  under  the  feet  of  the  poor,  and  made  the  steps  of  the 
needy  to  pass  over  it;  who  hast  made  it  an  heap,  (the  city 
fenced  by  all  the  might,  wisdom,  and  power  of  man),  a  ru- 
inous heap,  a  place  no  more  for  thy  dear  children  to  be  cap- 
tived  in  and  oppressed;  but  a  habitation  of  dragons,  and  a 
cage  of  every  unclean  and  noisome  bird  for  ever  ? — ^Who 
shall  not  fear  thee,  O  Lord,  and  glorify  thy  name  ?  For  thou 
only  art  holy;  for  all  nations  shall  come  and  worship  before 
thee;  for  thy  judgments  are  made  manifest.  Rev.  xv.  4. 
Thou  hast  judged  down  Babylon,  which  was  exalted ;  thou 
hast  pitied  Zion,  which  lay  in  the  dust  for  many  ages  and 
generations,  and  hast  raised  up  thine  holy  building  again, 
and  wilt  give  to  thy  children  to  be  clothed,  and  to  walk  be- 
fore thee  in  pure  white  lin6n  (which  is  the  righteous  nature 
and  Spirit  of  thy  Son)  for  evermore ;  and  the  darkness  shall 
never  come  over  them  again,  but  the  beast,  dragon,  and  false 
prophet  shall  be  cast  into,  and  bound  down  in,  the  lake;  and 
the  springs  of  life  shall  open,  and  whosoever  will  may  come 
freely,  and  drink  of  the  water  of  life.  And  the  people  in 
heaven  shall  say,  "Hallelujah!  salvation,  and  glory,  and 
honor,  and  power  unto  the  Lord  our  God." 

And  the  voice  of  great  multitudes,  and  the  voice  of  many 
waters,  and -the  voice  of  mighty  thunders,  shall  say,  "Halle- 
lujah!" and  shall  be  glad,  and  rejoice,  and  shall  give  honor 
to  the  Lordi  for  the  bride's  marriage  with  the  Lamb,  and 
for  her  rich  adorning  for  her  bridegroom.  Yea,  the  earth 
shall  rejoice,  and  the  multitudes  of  the  isles  be  glad.  Why 
so?  Because  the  Lord  reigns,  who  is  tender  even  of  the 
earth,  and  hates  the  oppressing  not  only  of  his  seed,  but 
also  of  his  creatures:  for  he  will  reign  and  judge  in  right- 
eousness, and  tenderness,  and  much  mercy  to  all  that  is  of 
him;  and  none  shall  feel  his  judgment  and  severity,  but 
that  which  is  contrary  to  him,  and  joineth  to  his  enemy. 
For  the  Lord  will  make  war  w\th  that  spirit,  which  is  con- 
trary to  bis  life  and  nature,  for  ever  and  ever.  And  he  that 
Joineth  to  that  spirit,  shall  find  woo,  misery,  and  tribulation 
(tribulation  and  anguish  shall  light  upon  every  soul  that 
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continnes  in  the  evil  doing);  bat  he  that  comes  from  nnder 
that  spirit  by  the  leadings  of  Ood's  Spirit,  bowing  to  and 
kissing  the  Son,  shall  taste  of  the  Father's  love  to  the  Son, 
and  partake  of  the  merey,  peace,  and  reconciliation  which 
is  treasured  up  in  him.    Amen. 


The  way  of  salvation  in  the  covEyAXT  of 
Life  opened: 

And  some  stumbling-blocks  removed  out  of  the  way  of  the 
Simple-hearted. 

There  are  many  whom  the  Lord  hath  raised  up,  in  this 
day  of  the  manifestation  of  his  power,  and  of  his  everlasting 
love,  to  bear  witness  to  his  truth';  among  whom  I  also  (who 
was  an  outcast,  and  miserable  beyond  expression)  have  ob- 
tained mercy  to  partake  of  the  virtue,  life,  and  power  of  his 
precious  truth,  which  redeems  from  the  bondage  of  sin  and 
iniquity;  and  am  also  many  times  moved  by  the  Lord  to 
testify  of  that  which  he  hath  made  known  unto  me,  and 
given  me  to  experience. 

This  brief  touch  sprang  in  me  by  way  of  preface.  Now 
to  the  thing  itself. 

The  Father,  in  whom  is  the  whole  virtue  and  power  of 
redemption,  sent  his  Son  to  gather  the  scattered  and  lost 
sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel ;  and  not  only  so,  but  he  gave 
him  also  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  that  he  might  be  his 
salvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  and  sending  him,  he  sent 
his  Spirit  and  power  with  him:  for  that  which  is  begotten 
by  the  Father  is  not  able  to  do  the  work,  unless  anointed 
and  assisted  by  the  Father:  therefore  the  Father,  who  sent 
him  to  preach  the  gospel,  anointed  him,  and  filled  him  with 
his  Spirit,  that  he  might  preach  the  gospel  according  to 
that  scripture,  Isai.  Ixi.  1,  2,  3:  "The  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
God  is  upon  me,  because  the  Lord  hath  anointed  me  to 
preach  good  tidings  to  the  meek;  he  hath  sent  me  to  bind 
np  the  broken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives, 
and  the  opening  the  prison  to  them  that  are  bound;  to  pix)- 


ISAAC  PENINGTOK.  148 

claim  the  acceptable  year  of  our  Lord^and  to  comfort  all 
that  mourn,7  &c. 

Quest.  But  how  came  these  meek,  these  broken-hearted, 
these  captives,  these  bound  in  prison,  these  mourners,  to 
meet  with  the  redemption  and  blessings  which  he  is  anointed 
to  preach  to  them?  Or  which  way  do  they  come  to  receive 
and  partake  of  them  from  him  ? 

Ans.  In  faith.  This  all  his  outward  healings  did  signify, 
being  thus  dispensed.  ("If  thou  wilt  believe,  thou  ehalt  see 
the  glory  of  God.  Thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole.  O  wo- 
man !  great  is  thy  faith !  be  it  unto  thee  according  to  thy 
faith.")  And  thus  all  his  inward  healings  are  bestowed  up- 
on and  received  by  the  soul ;  tojwit,  in  the  faith. 

Quest.  But  how  came  they  to  have  faith?  Or  how  com- 
eth  any  man  to  have  faith  in  the  redeeming  power? 

Ans.  It  is  bestowed  upon  them  by  God,  in  the  sense 
which  is  from  him.  His  Word  goeth  forth  from  his  mouth ; 
there  is  a  witness  of  him  in  the  heart,  towards  which  it 
rcacheth.  Now,  it  reaching  to  the  witness,  immediately  it 
brings  into  a  sense,  and  in  that  sense  begets  faith;  and  be- 
ing mixed  with  this  faith  (which  is  of  its  own  begetting)  in 
them  that  hear  it,  begins  the  work  of  life  and  redemption 
in  that  heart  where  it  is  not  yet  begun,  or  carries  it  on  in 
that  heart  wherein  it  is  already  begun.  Thus  faith  hath  a 
work,  a  work  from  the  beginning  of  the  heart's  turning  to 
God  even  to  the  end;  which  he  that  abides  in  the  faith  till 
the  end,  finds  accomplished. 

Obj.  But  this  faith  is  bestowed  on  some  few  whom  God 
hath  elected,  not  on  all  men. 

Ans.  God  hath  sent  his  gospel  to  be  preached  to  every 
creature,  and  his  Word  is  able  to  reach  the  witness,  and 
work  sense  in  every  creature ;  and  in  whomsoever  there  is 
a  sense  wrought,  they  listening  to  God  in  that  sense,  he 
works  faith  in  them;  and  waiting  on  the  Word,  hearken- 
ing to  the  Word,  and  staying  their  minds  there  through  on 
the  Lord,  he  will  speak  peace  to  them,  and  keep  them  in 
peace,  daily  removing  them  more  and  more  out  of  the 
r^^ach  and  power  of  that  which  troubleth  them. 
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Quest.  Doth  the  new  covenant  lay  all  upon  God,  and  re- 
quire nothing  of  the  creature?  Or  is  there  something  re- 
quired by  God  of  the  creature,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  new 
covenant? 

Ans.  Consider  well;  Doth  not  God  require  of  the  creat- 
ure in  the  new  covenant  what  he  gives  in  the  new  cove- 
nant? Doth  he  not  require  the  faith,  and  the  exercising  of 
that  faith,  which  he  himself  works  and  gives  in  the  sense, 
from  the  power  and  demonstration  of  his  truth,  to  the  soul  ? 
The  new  covenant  requires  more  of  the  creature  than  ever 
the  old  did;  but  it  requires  them  not  of  the  creatures  as 
weak  in  the  fall,  but  as  taught  (strengthened  and  enabled) 
to  walk  with  God  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  covenant.  Yea, 
all  manner  of  holiness,  and  righteousness  of  heart,  life,  and 
conversation  is  required  in  and  by  the  new  covenant:  for 
as  the  Lord  works  out  of  all  therein  in  the  creature,  so  the 
creature  works  out  all  thereby  in  the  Lord,  according  to 
that  known  scripture,  "  work  out  your  own  salvation  with 
fear  and  trembling :  for  it  is  God  which  worketh  in  you, 
both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure.**  And  as  the 
creature  is  able  to  do  nothing  that  is  good  of  itself;  so  be- 
ing grown  up  into  the  life  and  ability,  which  is  of  God,  it  is 
able  to  do  all  things  through  Christ  that  strengtheneth  it. 

Quest.  But  why  is  it  said  that  Christ  was  anointed  to 
preach  the  gospel  to  the  poor,  the  meek,  the  broken-hearted, 
the  captives,  the  bound  in  prison,  the  mourners  (for  want  of 
righteousness,  life,  and  peace)?  Did  not  God  give  his  Son 
in  love  to  all?  Was  he  not  made  a  ransom  and  propitiation 
for  all  ?  Yea,  was  he  not  anointed  to  preach  the  gospel  to 
all?  How  then  comes  it  here  to  be  thus  limited  and  re- 
strained to  some? 

Ans.  It  is  true,  God  had  a  general  respect  to  mankind, 
in  the  gift  and  anointing  of  his  Son :  but  yet  there  are  some 
in  a  better  capacity  to  receive;  already  in  the  sense  of  the 
want  of  him,  and  panting  and  longing  after  him.  Yea, 
there  are  some,  who  are  grievously  sick  in  soul,  and  deeply 
wounded  in  spirit;  the  sadness  and  misery  of  whose  condi- 
tion cries  aloud  for  the  help  of  the  physician.    Now  the  eye 


ISAAC  PENINGTON.  145 

and  heart  of  the  Lord  is  more  especially  towards  these;  and 
so  he  bids  his  prophets  be  instructing  and  coinfoi-tins:  these, 
concerning  the  salvation,  the  healing,  the  oil  of  gladness, 
the  Messiah  to  come;  and  when  he  comes,  he  sends  him  up 
and  down  to  seek  out  these,  to  keep  company  with  these, 
to  help  and  relieve  these;  having  given  him  the  tongue  of 
the  learned,  to  speak  a  word  in  season  to  these  weary,  dis- 
tressed ones.  These  are  not  like  the  common,  rough,  un- 
hewn, knotty,  rugged  earth;  but  like  earth  prepared  for  the 
seed,  and  so  easily  and  natumlly  receive  it.  The  gospel  is 
preached  to  others  at  a  distance;  which,  it  is  true,  they  may 
have,  if  they  will  hearken  to  it,  and  wait  for  it,  and  part 
with  what  must  first  be  parted  with ;  but  they  have  a  great 
way  to  travel  thither.  But  these  are  near  the  kingdom ; 
these  are  near  that  which  opens,  and  lets  in  life;  these  are 
quickly  reached  to,  melted,  and  brought  into  the  sense,  in 
which  with  joy  they  receive  the  faith ;  and  with  the  faith 
the  power;  which  brings  righteousness  and  salvation  to 
their  souls.  Though  also  the  enemy  is  exceeding  busy,  to 
darken,  disturb,  and  bow  down  these;  that  he  nnght  still 
keep  them  in  the  doubts,  in  the  feai^s,  in  the  chains,  in  the 
fetters,  in  the  prison-house,  from  the  liberty  and  healing 
which  the  word  of  the  anointing  bring?. 

Now  mind.  God  is  real  towards  all ;  he  desires  the  lite 
and  salvation  of  all;  not  the  destruction  of  any  one  soul 
that  ever  he  created:  it  is  unnatural  to  him.  And  the  way 
that  he  holds  forth,  he  stands  ready  to  meet  any  man  in. 
Whom  is  it  that  he  doth  not  draw?  And  who  is  it  that  may 
not  come  in  the  drawing?  Is  not  his  word  a  hammer?  And 
whom  can  it  not  break?  Is  it  not  fire?  And  whose  corrup- 
tion can  it  not  burn  up?  Is  it  not  water,  wine,  and  blood? 
And  whom  cannot  it  wash  and  nourish?  Therefore,  lot  no 
man  think  to  lay  the  blame  upon  God,  because  of  his  per- 
ishing; for  he  will  be  deceived  therein:  and  God  will  prove 
true,  who  saith,  Mans  destruction  is  of  himself;  and  every 
man  a  liar,  who  layeth  any  blame  on  him,  for  not  giving 
liim  further  assistance  with  his  power.  Neither  let  him 
blame  God  for  hardening  him ;  for  God  hardencth  no  \\\^\\, 
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but  him  who  first  refuseth  and  grieveth  the  power  and  love 
which  would  melt  and  soften  him.  It  is  true ;  we  are  the  clay, 
and  God  the  potter:  and  may  not  the  potter  make  what  ves- 
sels he  will  of  his  clay?  This  parable  came  from  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  to  Israel  of  old:  but  what  use  did  the  Lord 
make  of  it?  Did  he  say  to  them:  Do  what  ye  will;  some  of 
you  I  will  cast  off,  and  others  of  you  I  will  show  mercy  to; 
for  I  have  determined  so?  Nay,  not  so:  but  I  have  this 
power  over  you ;  therefore  do  not  provoke  me.  [Read  Jer. 
xviii.]  Was  not  God  exceeding  tender  to  the  outward  peo- 
ple, in  that  outward  covenant?  Did  he  ever  give  them  up 
to  pain  and  sufferings,  without  great  provocations  on  their 
parts?  "He  doth  not  afflict  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  chil- 
dren of  men.  Wherefore  doth  a  living  man  complain ;  a 
man  for  the  punishment  of  his  sins?-  Let  us  search  and  try 
our  ways,  and  turn  again  to  the  Lord."  And  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  never  failed  to  do  what  was  his  part,  towards  the 
turning  them  from  iniquity,  towards  the  Lord,  in  that  cov- 
enant. 

And  when  they  did  believe,  consent,  and  obey,  and  did 
eat  the  good  of  the  land,  was  it  not  pleasant  and  delightful 
to  him  ?  And  when  they  provoked  him  to  jealousy,  and 
drew  down  judgments  upon  their  heads,  was  it  not  irksome 
and  painful  to  him  ?  [Read  Dent.  v.  29.  Isa.  v.  Ezek.  xx. 
Jer.  xliv.  4.  and  chap.  xxxi.  20.  Isa.  Ixiii.  7.  to  ver.  15.] 
And  will  God  fail  to  do  his  part  towards  any  man  for  the 
salvation  of  his  soul,  which  is  so  precious,  of  so  great  con- 
coru,  and  the  loss  whereof  he  knoweth  to  be  so  invaluable? 
No,  no;  the  Spirit  of  God  suffers,  in  everj'^  man  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth,  that  sins  against  him ;  and  is  grieved  and 
wounded  by  their  unjust  and  unrighteous  conversations, 
from  day  to  day,  against  the  testimony  of  somewhat  of  him 
in  them,  which  is  contrary  thereto.  Now  this  is  of  a  precious 
nature;  and  being  so  despised  and  rejected  by  men,  can  it 
bo  wondered  that  God  doth  not  proceed  to  make  it  more 
manifest,  and  to  work  more  in  men  by  it?  Nay,  may  it  not 
rather  be  wondered  that  God  doth  continue  to  manifest  it 
so  much?    What  man  could  endure  to  behold  a  thing  so 
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precious  in  his  eyes  (as  this  is  in  God's)  so  continually  abused 
by,  and  to  suffer  so  much  from,  that  which  is  so  far  beneath 
it,  as  God  daily  doth?  Therefore,  if  there  come  a  day  of 
reckoning  for  this,  with  all  men  upon  the  face  of  the  earth 
(for  who  hath  not  had  a  talent  from  God;  even  of  the  pure 
eternal  light  in  him,  witnessing  in  his  heart  and  conscience 
against  the  darkness?),  there  will  be  no  cause  of  wondering 
at  it  And  is  not  this  light  and  Spirit  (whicli  nhines  in  all 
men's  darkness  in  some  measure,  stirring  and  witnessing 
against  it,  and  endeavoring  to  persuade  and  draw  the  mind 
from  it)  the  very  same,  in  nature  and  kind,  with  the  light 
and  Sjiirit  of  the  Father,  which  appeared  in  that  person  of 
Christ?  And,  if  hearkened  unto,  and  followed,  would  it  not 
bring  into  union  and  fellowship  with  him,  and  into  a  par- 
taking of  the  benefit  of  all  he  did  in  that  body?  Yea,  would 
not  the  Spirit  reveal  whatever  is  necessary  to  be  known,  to 
that  soul  which  receives  and  follows  it?  Oh,  what  hath  God 
done  (in  his  rich  and  tender  mercy  towards  all)  for  man- 
kind! And  how  clear  will  he  be,  when  he  opcMis  and  mani- 
fests tlie  righteousness  of  his  judgment  I  lie  will  not  clear 
himself  after  this  manner;  that  he  hath  disposed  of  them  to 
destruction,  according  to  the  power  and  prerogative  of  his 
will;  but  that  they  have  run  headlong  into  destruction, 
against  the  light  and  leadings  of  his  will  and  power;  to 
which  it  is  natural  to  save,  but  not  to  der»troy.  That  is  the 
act  which  is  proper  to  another  nature  and  spirit,  but  strange 
to  his. 

Object.  But  could  not  God  save  any  if  he  would?  Who 
can  resist  his  will  or  his  power?  "Who  can  stop  or  resist 
him  in  the  work  of  redemption,  or  destruction  ? 

Ans.  God  can  so  put  forth  his  will  and  power,  as  none 
can  resist.  Yea,  the  will  and  power  of  God,  which  offereth 
to  save,  and  standeth  ready  to  save,  will  bring  destruction 
upon  all  that  so  dally  with  it,  as  to  neglect  and  Met  pass 
the  day  of  their  visitation :  and  thus  none  can  resist  his 
will,  or  his  power.  But  in  the  way  wherein  he  appeareth, 
and  hath  chosen  to  workout  life  and  salvation,  Satan,  and 
man's  corrupt  heart  and  mind,  may  and  do  ottcw  v<i«v%\,  ^^ 


148  THE  WORKS  Ot 

will  and  power  of  the  Lord.  Now,  that  which  resisteth  is 
not  of  Ood,  but  against  him ;  yet  it  is  the  patience  of  the 
Lord,  to  Bufkr  it.  I  find  drawings  in  my  heart  from  God, 
or  I  durst  not  open  these  things.  For  I  dare  not  hold  out 
to  men  what  the  Lord  hath  given  me  to  know  and  experi- 
ence, but  only  what  he  giveth  and  chooseth  for  me  to  hold 
out:  and  that  will  be  life  to  them  that  receive  it.  But  if  I 
should  hold  out  any  thing  of  niynelf,  that  would  not  reach 
to  life,  but  only  feed  the  wrong  part  in  men;  and  so 
help  to  build  up  that,  which  God  will  again  throw  down, 
before  he  saves  that  soul  which  is  built  up  with  the  knowl- 
edge of  things  after  this  manner. 

There  is  somewhat  springs  up  in  my  heart,  which  may 
perhaps  open  this  thing  further  to  the  minds  of  some. 

Cain  was  the  first  wicked  man  that  we  read  of;  and  how 
tender  was  God  towards  him  !  even  him  that  sacrificed  not 
after  the  Spirit,  but  after  the  flesh,  and  slew  his  brother 
Abel.  Now,  can  any  man  lay  Cain's  wickedness  either  up- 
on the  will,  or  upon  the  decree  and  counsel  of  God  ?  Might 
he  not  have  done  well?  Might  he  not  have  sacrificed  to 
God  in  the  faith,  as  well  as  his  brother  Abel  ?  And  if  he 
had  done  well,  and  oftered  in  the  faith,  had  he  not  found 
forgiveness  and  acceptance  with  the  Lord?  God  accepteth 
no  man's  person :  God  rejecteth  no  man's  person;  but  there 
is  a  seed  he  hath  chosen;  and  to  gather  man  into  this 
seed,  is  his  delight  and  work;  as  it  is  the  delight,  nature, 
and  work  of  another  spirit  to  scatter  from  this  seed. 

Now,  in  this  seed  he  doth  accept,  and  not  out  of  it.  Yea, 
in  this  seed  shall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  blessed,  as 
they  are  gathered  into  and  abide  in  it.  And  this  seed  is  a 
word  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart,  both  of  Jew  and  Gen- 
tile; which,  as  it  is  hearkened  to,  writes  the  law  of  the  spir- 
it of  life  in  the  heart,  either  of  Jew  or  Gentile,  And  as 
they  become  sons,  so  the  Spirit  of  the  Father  is  poured  out 
upon  them;  even  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  which  crieth  Abba^ 
Father y  either  in  Jew  or  Gentile.  Aud  this  isVio  gospel  of 
the  kingdom,  which  is  preached  more  sparingly,  or  abun- 
danilj,  by  the  mouth  of  the  seed,  as  the  Lord  pleaseth. 
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For  God's  power,  wisdom,  mercy,  love,  goodness,  pa- 
tience, long-fluftering,  &c-  is  his  own ;  and  be  may  sow  of 
it,  or  exercise  it,  more  sparingly  or  abundantly,  as  he  pleas- 
eth.  Yea,  he  doth  exercise  it  more  abundantly  towards  the 
vessels  of  mercy;  so  that  the  cause  of  their  salvation  doth 
not  so  much  arise  from  their  embracing  of  mercy,  as  from 
God's  exercising  of  it.  He  visiteth  nations  as  he  pleaseth, 
and  persons  in  nations  as  he  pleaseth;  and  who  may  say 
unto  him,  What  dost  thou?  Why  art  thou  so  good  and  kind 
here?  or,  Why  art  thou  so  sharp  and  severe  there?  But  still 
in  the  way,  and  accoinJing  to  the  path,  of  the  covenant,  doth 
the  Lord  walk,  in  and  towards  all :  and  his  mercy  endureth 
for  ever  towards  the  seed  of  the  righteous,  and  his  justice 
and  indignation  for  ever  towards  the  seed  of  the  evil-doer: 
and  man  (simply  considered)  is  not  either  of  these;  but  as 
he  is  gathered  into,  and  brought  forth  in,  the  root  and  spir- 
it of  either  of  these.  Now,  every  man  hath  a  day  for  the 
life  of  his  soul ;  and  power  and  mercy  is  near  him,  to  help 
him  to  travel  from  death  to  life.  Happy  is  he  who  is  taught 
of  God  to  make  use  of  it. 

And  let  not  men  puzzle  themselves  about  the  mystery  of 
election  and  reprobation;  which  cannot  be  understood  by  such 
as  are  out  of  the  thing  wherein  it  is  made  manifest.  Only 
thus  at  present:  Pharaoh  and  Israel,  Esauand  Jacob,  Ish- 
mael  and  Isaac,  &c.  were  parables,  signifying  somewhat  in- 
ward. What  was  Pharaoh  ?  Was  he  not  the  oppressor  of 
God's  Israel  ?  What  was  Esau  ?  Was  he  not  the  first  birth, 
which  sold  the  birth-right  and  inheritance?  What  was  Ish- 
mael?  Was  he  not  the  birth  after  the  flesh?  These  are 
rejected,  and  cast  oft'  by  God  for  ever;  and  the  spiritual  Is- 
rael, the  spiritual  Jacob,  the  spiritual  Isaac,  are  accepted. 

Shall  I  speak  out  this  thing  yet  more  plain  ?  Why  thus 
then:  it  is  not  the  creature  which  is  rejected  by  its  Maker; 
but  somewhat  in  the  creature,  and  the  creature  in  that. 
Nor  is  it  the  creature  (simply)  which  is  elected;  but  some- 
what in  the  creature,  and  the  creature  in  that  And  as  any 
man  comes  into  that,  the  election  is  begun  in  him:  and  as 
any  man  abides  in  that,  he  abides  in  the  election:  and  aA 
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that  is  made  t<iirc  to  any  man,  his  calling  and  election  are 
made  sure  to  him.  But  as  any  man  departs  from  that,  he 
departs  from  the  election  into  the  reprobation:  and  going 
on  in  that  into  the  full  impenitency  and  hardness,  he  will 
for  ever  miss  of  the  election ;  and  the  reprobation,  and  seal- 
ing up  to  condemnation,  will  be  made  sure  to  him.  For 
God  is  no  respecter  of  persons;  but  everywhere,  he  that  re- 
ceiveth  his  holy  seed,  and  therein  worketh  righteousness,  is 
accepted  of  him.  And  he  that  receiveth  the  wicked  seed, 
and  therein  worketh  wickedness  and  unrighteousness,  is 
Avith  it  rejected. 

Obj.  But  (may  the  honest  heart  say)  this  may  be  truth 
for  aught  I  know;  but  indeed  I  did  not  apprehend  things 
to  be  so :  for  I  thought  man  and  his  works  had  been  wholly 
excluded  by  the  covenant  of  grace ;  but  this  seems  to  take 
both  him  and  them  in  upon  a  consideration. 

Ans.  Man  is  wholly  excluded  the  covenant  of  grace,  as 
in  himself;  as  he  stands  in  himself,  and  in  his  own  ability, 
out  of  the  newness  of  life  and  ability  which  is  of  the  new 
covenant.  But  he  is  not  excluded  as  he  is  renewed,  and  re- 
ceiveth a  new  behig,  life,  virtue,  and  ability,  in  the  new 
covenant.  But  here  much  is  required  of  him ;  and  what- 
ever he  thus  doth  is  owned,  acknowledged,  and  accepted 
by  God.  Here  the  true  Jew  hath  praise  of  God.  He  is 
commended  for  his  faith,  and  for  his  obedience  in  the  faith : 
tor  his  loving  the  Lord  his  God  with  all  his  heart,  and  his 
neighbor  sis  himself:  for  his  washing  his  garments  in  the 
blood  of  the  Lnmb,  and  keeping  them  clean  in  the  same 
blood,  while  others  defile  theirs:  for  his  merciful  nature 
and  actions  to  Christ  in  his  members,  while  others  are 
rough  and  cruel:  for  his  watching  against  snares  and 
temptations,  while  others  are  running  into  them :  for  his 
crucifying  that  in  himself,  which  others  feed  in  themselves: 
yea,  for  his  denying  and  turning  from  all  ungodliness  and 
worldly  lusts,  even  of  the  flesh,  eyes,  and  pride  of  life;  all 
which  are  not  of  the  Father  (whom  he  is  born  of  and  seeks 
after),  but  of  the  spirit  of  the  world,  which  the  earthly- 
minded  man  is  born  of,  and  seeks  to  please.    So  that  (mark) 
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though  man  is  excluded  in  his  corrupt  nature  and  state,  yet 
not  the  new  man,  not  man  in  the  regeneration.  But  man 
must  be  regenerated;  and  thus  man  must  enter  into  the 
covenant  of  life;  and  thus  man  must  abide  and  be  found  in 
the  covenant  of  life,  in  the  nature,  in  the  righteousness,  in 
the  holiness,  in  the  power  thereof,  if  ever  God  own  him. 

Obj.  But  this  seems  to  lay  ditference  on  man's  act,  and 
not  wholly  on  the  grace  of  God.  For  the  grace,  in  itself,  is 
equally  powerful  towards  all;  but  it  is  my  receiving  of  it, 
which  maketh  it  effectual  unto  me;  which  others  not  re- 
ceiving, it  is  not  so  to  them. 

Ans.  The  grace,  in  itself,  is  of  its  own  nature  everywhere. 
This  is  true.  And  that  it  hath  power  in  it  everywhere,  and 
tliat  this  power  is  over  and  above  sin;  this  is  true  also. 
But  yet  there  is  a  greater  or  lesser  proportion  of  it  given, 
according  to  the  pleasure  and  good- will  of  the  giver:  and 
according  to  the  measure  of  it  (which  is  freely  given),  and 
the  soul's  growth  therein,  so  is  the  power  of  it  manifested 
in  the  heart. 

Now,  the  diflference  in  every  man  is  by  the  grace :  not  of 
himself;  for  he  can  do  nothing  that  is  good,  as  of  himself; 
but  only  by  the  grace,  which  is  alone  able  to  work  that 
which  is  good  in  him,  and  to  cause  him  to  work  in  it.  Yet 
thus  it  is:  as  the  grace  reacheth  to  him,  draweth  him, 
quickening  and  causing  him,  in  the  virtue,  life,  and  obedi- 
ence of  the  grace,  to  answer  the  grace;  so  doth  the  work 
thereof  go  on  in  him.  And  there  is  matter  of  condemnation 
to  him  who  doth  not  answer  the  grace;  and  there  is  matter 
of  justification  and  praise  to  him  who  doth  answer  the  grace. 
Yet  this  whole  ability  arising  not  from  himself,  but  from 
the  grace,  the  acknowledgment  of  what  is  effected  thereby 
doth  of  right  and  due  belong  to  the  grace.  And  therefore 
they  who  are  justified,  sanctified,  and  crowned  by  the  grace, 
do  of  right  and  due  cast  their  crowns  at  the  feet  of  the 
Lamb,  at  the  throne  of  grace ;  giving  honor  and  glory  to 
him  who  is  worthy,  and  to  his  grace  which  hath  wrought 
all  in  them. 

ISTow,  if  any  man  would  know  this  thing  groundedly  awd 
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certainly,  let  him  not  run  into  disputes  of  the  mind  and 
brain,  but  come  to  heart  experience.  Hast  thou  ever  found 
the  work  of  God's  grace  in  thy  heart?  Ilast  thou  found 
thy  heart,  at  anj'  time,  believe  and  obey,  in  and  through 
the  strength  of  tlie  grace?  Hast  thou  found  thy  heart,  at 
another  time,  negligent  of  or  rebellious  against  the  grace? 
When  thou  wcrt  rebellious,  wert  not  thou  condemned,  and 
that  justly  too?  When  thou  didst  believe  and  obey,  to 
whom  did  the  honor  thereof  belong?  to  thee,  or  to  the 
grace?  Canst  thou  answer  this?  Why,  as  it  is  in  thyselt^ 
between  thee  when  obeying  and  disobeying,  the  same  is  the 
state  of  the  case  between  godly  and  wicked  men.  There 
was  a  difterence  between  theo.  when  thou  obeyedst  the 
grace,  and  when  thou  disobey edst  it:  so  is  there  between 
the  unregenerate  and  regenerate.  When  thou  obeyedst 
not,  that  which  called  for  obedience  condemned  thee;  so  it 
doth  them.  When  thou  obeyedst,  thou  didst  sensibly  feel 
the  praise  was  not  thine,  but  belonged  to  the  grace  which 
wrought  in  thee;  so  is  it  also  in  the  regenerate,  in  whom 
the  Lord  works  by  his  grace,  and  who  work  out  their  sal- 
vation through  him,  and  make  their  calling  and  election 
sure  in  him.  Leave  brain  knowledge,  and  come  to  true 
sense  (where  the  mysteries  of  God  are  made  manifest),  and 
this  will  soon  be  easy  and  clear  to  thee.  But  these  things 
were  never  intended  by  God  to  be  found  out  by  man's  dis- 
puting wisdom;  for  God,  who  giveth  the  knowledge,  hideth 
them  from  that  part,  and  giveth  them  to  the  innocent,  sim-  . 
pie  birth  of  his  own  Spirit. 

Obj.  But  when  the  Father  draweth,  can  any  man  resist 
or  hold  oft"?  Doth  not  the  power  of  the  Lord  make  any 
man  willing,  whom  he  exerciseth  his  power  towards?  And 
is  it  not  thereupon  said,  "Thy  people  shall  be  willing  in 
the  day  of  thy  power**? 

Ans.  The  power  of  the  Lord  is  great,  and  hath  dominion 
over  all  evil  spirits  that  can  tempt,  and  over  all  the  corrujH 
tious,  backslidings,  and  withdrawings  of  the  heart.  But  the 
Father  doth  not  save  man  by  such  an  absolute  act  of  his 
power  (for  then  there  would  need  no  more  to  be  done,  but 
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au  immediate  translating  of  a  man  from  death  to  life;  which 
if  the  Lord  please  to  do,  nothing  could  come  between  to 
hinder);  but  the  power  of  the  Lord  works  in  and  according 
to  the  way  that  he  hath  appointed.  And  in  this  way  the 
devil  hath  liberty  and  power  to  tempt  from,  oppose,  and 
resist  the  work  of  God:  and  they  that  hearken  to  him,  and 
enter  into  the  temptation  and  snare  which  he  lays,  let  his 
power  in  upon  them,  and  withdraw  from  the  virtue,  opera- 
tion, and  strength  of  the  power  of  God.  Yet  for  all  this, 
the  Lord  not  only  begins  his  work,  but  also  carries  it  on  in 
the  day  of  his  power;  giving  not  only  to  will,  but  also  to 
do,  what  is  right  and  pleasing  in  his  eyes;  but  still  in  and 
according  to  his  own  way  and  covenant 

Object.  And  so  whereas  some  men  say :  If  God  put  forth 
his  power  to  save,  and  the  devil  interrupt  and  stop  his  work; 
then  it  seems  that  the  devil  is  stronger  than  God.  Is  the 
devil  stronger  than  God,  say  they?  If  he  be  not,  how  can 
he  resist  and  withstand  him  in  the  work  of  his  power? 

Ans.  Nay ;  the  devil  is  not  stronger  than  God ;  though 
he  is  very  strong.  But  if  the  heart  let  in  the  enemy,  grieve 
the  Spirit,  beat  back  his  power  in  the  way  wherein  it  hath 
appointed  to  work,  the  devil  may  be  more  prevalent  with 
him  than  the  power  of  God.  But  in  those  that  believe,  and 
become  obedient  and  subject  to  the  power  of  God,  his  power 
is  far  stronger  in  them  to  defend  and  carry  on  his  work, 
than  the  power  of  the  devil  is  to  work  against  and  hinder  it. 

There  are  objections  also  relating  to  free-will,  and  falling 
from  grace,  which  stick  much  in  the  spirits  of  many,  and 
they  cannot  get  over  them ;  but  it  hath  pleased  the  Lord  to 
clear  up  these  things  to  us,  and  to  satisfy  our  hearts  con- 
cerning them,  so  that  with  us  there  is  no  difficulty  nor  doubt 
about  them. 

As  touching  free-will:  We  know,  from  God,  that  man  in 
his  fallen  state  is  spiritually  dead,  and  hath  no  free-will  to 
good ;  but  his  understanding  and  will  are  both  darkened 
and  captivated  by  the  enemy.  But  in  Christ  there  is  free- 
dom, and  in  his  word  there  is  power  and  life:  and  that 
reaching  to  the  heart,  looseneth  the  bands  of  the  enemy. 
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and  begetteth  not  only  a  freedom  of  mind  towards  good, 
bat  an  inclination,  desired,  and  breathings  after  it.  Thus 
the  Father  draws,  and  thus  the  soul  (feeling  the  drawing) 
answers  in  some  nieasore ;  and  the  sonl,  thns  coming,  is 
welcomwl  by  Christ,  and  accepted  of  the  Father.  But  for 
all  this,  the  enemy  will  tempt  this  soul ;  and  the  soul  may 
hearken  to,  let  in,  and  enter  into  the  temptation,  and  so 
draw  back  from  the'plough  to  which  it  put  its  hand.  "Now, 
if  any  man  draw  back,  my  soul  shall  have  no  pleasure  in 
him,"  saith  the  Lonl.  "And  he  that  putteth  his  hand  to 
the  plough,  and  looketh  back,  is  not  fit  for  the  kingdom  of 
heaven." 

So  concerning  falling  away ;  The  Lord  shows  us  what  it 
is  that  is  apt  to  fall,  and  what  cannot  fall.  Christ  cannot 
fall ;  and  that  which  is  gathered  into  him,  stands  and  abides 
in  him  (and  so  partakes  of  his  preservation),  cannot  fall. 
There  is  no  breaking  iu  upon  that  power,  which  presences 
in  the  way  that  it  hath  appointed:  but  there  is  a  running 
and  perishing  out  of  the  way.  Out  of  the  limits  of  the  cove- 
'  nant,  the  preservation  and  power  of  the  covenant  is  not  wit- 
nessed. But  in  coming  to  Christ  in  the  drawings  of  the 
Father,  in  the  sense  and  faith  which  he  begets,  and  abiding 
with  him  that  drew,  iu  the  sense  and  faith  which  he  daily  and 
freshly  begets  anew  (for  he  rcnevveth  covenant  and  mercy 
daily,  and  keepeth  covenant  and  mei-cy  for  ever)  in  this  is  the 
power  felt,  the  preservation  felt ;  in  this  the  Father's  hand 
cnconipasseth  the  soul,  which  none  can  pluck  it  out  of. 
Now  he  that  feels  and  experiences  these  things  every  day, 
that  sees  and  feels  daily  how  he  can  fall,  and  how  he  can- 
not fall;  how  he  meets  with  the  preservation,  and  how  he 
misses  of  the  preservation ;  how  he  abides  in  the  pure 
power  (which  is  the  limits  of  this  holy  covenant),  and  how 
he  wanders  out  of  this  power,  into  the  limits  of  another 
covenant,  spirit^  and  power ;  he  knows  these  things,  how 
they  are  indeed ;  whereas  other  men  (who  are  not  exercised 
in  the  thing)  do  but  guess  at  them;  striving  to  comprehend 
tliom  in  that  part  which  God  hath  shut  out  of  them. 

Now  mind  a  parable,  with  which  I  shall  conclude  this. 
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Though  the  natural  and  outwardly-visible  sun  be  risen 
ever  so  high  upon  the  earth,  yet  he  that  is  naturally  blind 
cannot  see  it,  nor  partake  of  the  light  thereof.  So  also, 
though  the  spiritual  Sun,  the  Sun  of  righteousness,  the  Sun 
of  the  inward  world,  be  risen  ever  so  high,  and  appear 
brightly  in  ever  so  many  clouds ;  yet  they  that  are  spiritu- 
ally blind  cannot  discern  it,  nor  reap  the  benetits  of  his 
light,  nor  partake  of  the  healing  which  is  under  his  wings. 


Some  Queries  Concebning  the  New  Covenant. 

Query  1.  What  is  the  covenant  of  hell  and  death,  which 
must  of  necessity  be  broken,  before  a  soul  can  be  gathered 
into  the  covenant  of  life? 

Query  2.  What  is  the  covenant  of  life  and  peace,  into 
which  God  gathers  the  soul  ? 

Query  3.  How  doth  God  gather?  By  a  mere  act  of  power, 
which  none  can  resist?  Or  in  a  way  wherein  his  power 
(though  much  resisted)  shall  prevail  for  the  salvation  of 
those,  who  are  faithibl  in  the  covenant;  who  come  to 
Christ,  abide  in  Christ,  resist  and  fight  (in  Christ)  against 
all  that  is  contrary  to  his  nature  and  Spirit,  and  overcome 
through  hii^? 

Query  4.  Are  there  any  terms  in  this  covenant?  Or  can 
there  be  any  terms  in  this  covenant,  suitable  to  the  nature 
of  the  covenant?  Is  believing  in  the  power,  as  absolutely 
required  in  this  covenant,  as  obedience  to  the  law  was  un- 
der the  covenant  of  the  law  ? 

Query  5.  K  faith  in  the  power,  and  obedience  to  the 
power  that  redeems,  be  required  as  terms  in  the  new  cove- 
nant; yet  if  they  be  not  required  of  the  creature  in  its  own 
capacity  and  ability,  but  as  strengthened  and  enabled  by 
the  virtue,  life,  and  power  of  the  covenant,  are  they  not 
free  terms,  noble  terms,  worthy  and  becoming  a  free  cove- 
nant ? 

Query  6.  Is  not  this  the  gospel,  6r  new  covenant:  That 
whosoever  believeth,  and  receiveth  the  baptism  of  the  Holy 


156  THE  TTOKKS  OF 

Ghost  and  fire, — Bufiering  in  the  flesh,  and  having  his  ains 
and  corrnptious  purged  away  by  the  spirit  of  jad^ient,  and 
by  the  spirit  of  burning,  and  so  walketh  no  longer  after  the 
flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit, — ^I  say,  is  not  this  the  gospel,  or 
new  covenant,  that  he  that  thus  believeth,  and  is  thus  bap- 
tized, shall  not  be  condemned  with  the  worid,  but  justified 
and  saved  by  that  Spirit  and  power  which  cleanseth  him  ? 

Query  7.  Doth  God  write  his  laws  in  men's  hearts,  or  put 
his  fear  therein,  or  his  Spirit  within  them,  causing  them  to 
walk  in  his  ways  and  statutes,  and  to  keep  his  judgments, 
&c. — I  say,  doth  God  do  this  to  men  out  of  the  faith?  Is 
not  the  work  of  salvation  begun  in  the  faith,  and  carried  on 
and  perfected  in  the  faith?  And  he  that  maketh  shipwreck 
of  faith,  and  of  a  good  conscience,  can  he  groundedly  hope 
to  have  the  work  of  salvation  carried  on  in  him  ? 

Query  8.  Doth  not  God  beget,  increase,  and  perfect  the 
faith,  which  is  available  unto  salvation?  Is  any  man  accept- 
ed in  the  faith,  which  is  of  his  own  nature  ?  Or  is  the  ac- 
ceptation in  and  tlirough  the  faith  which  is  of  the  Son's  na- 
ture ? 

Query  9.  May  the  temptations  of  the  devil,  with  a  man's 
hearkening  thereto,  hinder  God's  begetting  faith  in  him,  or 
no?  Or  if  it  be  begotten,  can  they  hinder  the  growth  and 
increase  of  it? 

Query  10.  Wlien  God  draws,  must  a  man  necessarily 
come  to  the  Son?  Or  may  tlie  devil  so  tempt,  and  he  so 
hearken  thereto,  as  that  his  coming  to  the  Son  may  be  hin- 
dered, notwithstanding  the  Father's  drawing? 

Query  11.  Is  there  not  justification  to  them  that  receive 
the  seed,  to  them  that  obey  the  light?  And  is  there  not 
condemnation  to  them  that  refuse  the  seed,  and  obey  not 
the  gospel  of  its  salvation  ? 

Query  12.  Do  men  perish  for  want  of  power  from  God? 
Or  through  their  cleaving  to  another  power,  and  refusing 
the  strength  of  that  which  is  over  that  other  power;  whose 
hand  would  help  their  souls,  and  briilg  them  through  and 
over  it,  did  they  receive  it,  and  cleave  to  it  in  the  way  the 
Lord  hath  appointed? 
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Query  IS.  They  that  receive  the  power,  believe  in  it,  and 
live,— do  they  do  it  by  their  own  strength?  Or  in  the 
strength  and  virtue  which  flows  from  the  power,  which  en- 
livens, draws,  and  makes  able  to  follow? 

Query  14.  Those  that  are  weak  as  to  the  power,  and  in 
whom  the  enemy  and  corruptions  are  strong, — is  the  defect 
on  God's  part?  or  on  his  covenant's  part?  Or  in  the  way  of 
life,  which  he  hath  pitched  upon  as  suflicientto  redeem  and 
deliver  fallen  man  by?  Or  is  God  (and  his  covenant  and 
way  of  life)  wholly  clear  of  the  defect,  and  rests  it  wholly 
on  them  ? 


An  Exhortation  to  All  People,  but  more  especially 

TO   SUCH   AS   ARE  DeSOLATE   AND   DISTRESSED. 

Now  is  the  acceptable  time,  now  is  the  day  of  salvation. 
Now  is  the  life  arisen,  and  now  the  light  shines,  to  guide 
out  of  the  darkness  and  death,  into  the  land  of  the  living. 
Oh  awake!  ye  that  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth;  arise  up 
from  among  the  dead,  and  Christ  shall  give  you  light,  to 
walk  along  in  the  path  of  the  living.  Come  to  him  whom 
the  Father  hath  sealed;  who  is  life,  and  who  giveth  life 
freely  to  all  that  come ;  yea,  abundantly,  to  those  that  wait 
upon  him,  and  walk  faithfully  in  his  covenant.  Oh!  there- 
fore come  into  covenant  with  him ;  mind  the  words  of  his 
lips,  which  beget  sense,  and  in  that  sense  his  life  stira,  and 
in  the  stirrings  of  bis  life  the  drawings  of  the  Father  are 
felt.  And  when  the  Father  draws,  he  whomever  he  draws 
may  come;  and  him  who  comes,  Christ  will  in  no  wise  cast 
out;  but  receive  into  his  arms,  and  defend  by  his  power, 
against  that  which  would  draw  or  force  back  from  him  into 
perdition.  Therefore  hearken  to  the  little  movings  and 
stirrings  in  you,  after  that  which  is  eternal;  for  any  desire 
which  is  in  truth  after  him,  he  will  not  quench  (it  is  his  nat- 
ure to  cherish  it);  but  he  will  be  a  strength  and  relief  to 
the  soul,  against  that  which  would  quench  and  put  out  the 
breathings  and  pantings  after  him,  that  it  might  «l\\\\io\^ 
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the  soul  in  bondage  and  captivity.  And,  people,  mind  this 
(it  is  a  true  testimony).  The  door  of  life  is  now  so  opened, 
by  him  who  hath  the  key  and  power,  that  whoever  will 
may  enter.  For  the  power  of  life  is  arisen,  against  the 
power  of  death  and  the  destroyer  of  the  soul :  so  that  great, 
yea,  very  great  advantage  is  there  in  this  dayi  to  all  that 
are  willing  to  follow  the  Leader  and  Captain  of  salvation, 
out  of  the  land  of  captivity.  Mind  but  his  visits,  and  be 
faithful  in  the  strength  which  flows  from  him ;  and  nothing 
shall  hinder  thy  soul  from  overcoming  what  stands  in  thy 
way,  to  stop  thee  from  attaining  the  eternal  crown  and  in- 
heritance of  life. 

And  as  for  you  afflicted  mourners,  who  are  seeking  the 
way  to  Zion,  bewailing  the  absence  of  your  beloved,  in 
M'hose  presence  is  life  and  redemption,  resurrection  from 
the  dead,  and  victory  over  sin ;  yea,  all  that  your  hearts 
have  desired,  or  can  desire:  what  shall  I  say  to  you?  O  my 
friends,  and  dear  brethren !  May  I  speak  a  little  freely  to 
you  concerning  the  Lord  Jesus  ?  How  that  he  was  born  of 
the  virgin  Mary,  according  to  the  flesh,  fulfilled  his  minis- 
tiy  and  service  in  the  flesh,  and  was  taken  up  to  God ;  and 
how  that  the  fc^ame  Lord  Jesus  was  afterwards  born  in  Spirit, 
of  the  spiritual  woman,  the  church;  even  so  born  as  to  rule 
all  nations  with  an  iron  rod;  and  yet  did  not  come  forth  to 
rule  the  nations,  but  w^as  taken  up  to  God  again,  and  hath 
not  since  appeared  in  that  Spirit,  power,  and  dominion;  but 
only  in  such  a  strength  of  life,  as  nnght  enable  his  witnesses 
to  bear  witness  to  him  all  along  the  apostasy,  until  the 
church  should  come  out  of  the  wilderness,  and  the  man- 
child  appear  again. 

And  now  hear  the  joyful  news.  The  aj>ostasy  is  ended. 
M^rk;  I  do  not  say  the  apostasy  is  generally  ended.  Xo, 
no;  there  are  many  woes,  plagues,  judgments,  and  terrible 
thunders  to  come  upon  persons,  and  nations,  before  they 
feel  it  ended.  Uut  it  is  ended  in  some  vessels,  which  are 
upon  the  earth.  The  man  of  sin,  that  wicked  one,  the  son 
of  perdition,  hath  been  discovered  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord ;  chased,  consumed,  and  destroyed  by  the  breath  of 
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Lis  mouth,  aud  by  the  brigUtuesd  of  liis  appcarauce  iu  some.' 
Yea,  the  church  is  come  out  of  the  wilderness,  and  the 
man-child  is  come  along  with  her;  for  she  is  not  eome 
without  her  beloved,  but  leaning  upon  her  beloved ;  and  he 
is  known  ruling  with  his  golden  sceptre,  and  with  his  iron 
rod  battering  down  the  corrupt,  selfish,  stubborn,  earthly 
spirit,  and  raising  up  that  which  is  meek,  tender,  lowly,  and 
lay  bowed  down  and  oppressed. 

'SoWj  as  Christ  said,  preaching  in  the  days  of  his  flesh, 
"This  day  is  this  scripture  fulfilled  in  your  ears,"  Luke  iv. 
21.  Was 'it  not  then  fulfilled  outwardly  among  the  outward 
Jews?  Were  there  any  sick,  or  weak,  or  blind,  or  lame,  or 
lepers,  or  possessed  with  devils,  whom  he  wajs  not  ready  to 
cure?  And  did  he  not  go  about  doing  good,  and  seeking 
them  out  to  cure  them?  So  may  it  not  now  be  said  in  the 
Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord,  among  the  spiritual  Jews, 
This  day  is  this  scripture  fulfilled  spiritually  in  your  ears? 
Yea,  what  he  did  then  outwardly  is  known  in  spirit  to  be 
done  among  you  inwardly  and  spiritually.  How  many  that 
were  before  blind  do  now  see?  that  were  before  deaf  do 
^now  hear?  that  were  formerly  lame  do  now  walk?  that 
were  very  leprous  are  now  cleansed?  that  were  very  dead 
are  now  raised?  that  were  quite  dumb  do  now  speak?  And 
the  poor,  the  empty,  the  naked,  are  now  clothed,  and  filled 
with  the  riches  and  treasures  of  the  everlasting  kingdom. 
May  it  not  be  truly  said,  by  many  poor,  distressed  hearts, 
that  the  wilderness  and  solitary  place  is  now  glad,  because 
that  which  once  was  parched  with  drought  and  barrenness 
now  feels  the  living  springs,  and  the  breaking  forth  of  the 
pure,  clear  river  of  life,  the  streams  whereof  make  glad  the 
city  of  God,  and  canse  melody  in  the  heart  to  the  Lord? 
Where  is  the  envious,  cruel,  dragonish  nature?  may  some 
aay. .  Yea,  where  i«  the  place  where  dragons  lay?  Is  there 
not  a  new  creation? — a  new  heaven,  a  new  earth;  and  are 
not  all  things  become  new  therein?  Are  not  the  old  things 
of  the  night,  and  of  the  darkness,  passed  away,  and  all 
things  become  new  in  ttiis  day,  which  the  Lord  hath  made, 
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in  the  hearts  which  have  received  and  been  subject  to  his 
light? 

And  now  what  hinders,  bat  that  ye  also  should  lift  up 
your  heads,  and  see  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man  in  the 
clouds  wherein  he  comes,  and  partake  of  the  redemption, 
virtue,  and  power  of  his  appearance?  What  are  the  clouds 
wherein  he  comes?  Is  his  coming  outward?  Or  are  the 
clouds  outward?  Or  is  his  coming  inward  and  spiritual  in 
ten.thousands  of  his  saints  ?  Did  not  Enoch  see  that  he  was 
to  come  so  to  judge  the  world?  Doth  he  not  come  to  be 
glorified  in  his  saints?  Are  not  they  to  judge  the  world? — 
tiiey  in  him,  he  in  them?  Oh!  read  aright;  read  with  the 
Spirit,  and  with  the  understanding  which  is  thereof;  and 
then  the  truth  of  the  letter  will  be  manifest  and  shine  in 
you.  There  is  nothing  stands  in  your  way,  but  want  of  a 
spiritual  eye  to  see  his  spiritual  appearance  in  others  (and 
so  to  wait  for  it  in  yourselves),  even  the  eye  of  faith,  which 
sees  the  invisible  power  and  glorr^  as  the  Lord  openeth  it, 
and  maketh  manifest  to  it. 

Now,  this  I  have  to  say  to  youj  in  true  sense  and  under- 
standing: Come  down  to  the  Gentile's  light,  come  dow^n  to 
that  which  God  hath  dispensed  to  the  Gentile,  as  well  as  to 
the  Jew;  which  is  the  word  {or  commandment)  ni^A  in  the 
mouth  and  heart.  This  hath  been  the  lowest  of  all,  despised 
by  all;  and  this  is  in  the  heai*t  of  God  to  exalt  over  all ;  for 
it  is  above  all.  The  lowest  in  its  descent  from  the  Father; 
the  highest  in  its  ascent  to  the  Father.  This  is  the  thing 
which  man  ran  from,  when  the  veil  came  over  him ;  which 
all  the  shadows  of  the  law  were  to  point  out  and  .signify. 
And  as  man  is  brought  again  to  this,  life  springs  in  him, 
and  the  powerful  redemption  of  the  eternal  word  is  wit- 
nessed by  him.  Yea,  he  that  hears  the  voice  of  this,  though 
he  were  ever  so  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,  shall  feel  life 
spring  in  him,  and  the  covenant  of  life  inwardly  revealed, 
which,  by  the  pure  ikith  and  obedience,  is  the  entrance 
into,  and  the  abiding  in.  And  this  is  the  one  truth,  the  one 
pure,  eternal  word  and  way  to  the  Father,  which  was  from 
the  beginning,  and  remains  the  same  unto  the  end.     This 
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18  the  door,  at  which  all  hitherto  have  entered  into  life,  at 
which  all  do  still  enter,  and  there  is  no  other.  Blessed  for 
ever  is  he,  who  hath  made  it  so  manifest  and  plain  in  this 
our  day ;  and  blessed  are  they  that  see  it,  and  enter  into 
life  at  it! 


Of  tender  and  upright  love 

To  SUCH  AS,  AMONO  THE  MANY  PROFESSIONS  AND  WaYS  OP  RE- 
LIGION, RETAIN  ANY  MEASURE  OF  SINCERITY  OF  HeART, 

AND  TRUE  Desires  after  the  Lord. 

The  main  thing  in  religion  is  to  receive  a  principle  of 
life  from  God,  whereby  the  mind  may  be  changed,  and  the 
heart  made  able  to  understand  the  mysteries  of ; his  king- 
dom, and  to  see  and  walk  in  the  way  of  life;  and  this  is  the 
travail  of  the  souls  of  the  righteous,  that  they  may  abide, 
grow  up,  and  walk  with  the  Lord  in  this  principle ;  and  that 
others  also,  who  breathe  after  him,  may  be  gathered  into, 
and  feel  the  virtue  of,  the  same  principle. 

But  there  is  one  that  stands  in  the  way  to  hinder  this 
work  of  the  Lord,  who,  with  great  subtlety,  strives  to  keep 
souls  in  captivity,  and  to  prejudice  them  against  the  pre- 
cious living  appearances  of  the  redeeming  power  of  the 
Lord, 

One  great  way  whereby  he  doth  this  is  by  raising  up  in 
them  a  fear  lest  they  should  be  deceived  and  betrayed,  and 
instead  of  obtaining  more,  lose  that  little  of  God  which  they 
have.  With  this  I  was  exercised  long;  and  still,  when  life 
stirred  in  my  heart,  then  this  fear  was  raised  in  me;  so  that 
I  durst  not  in  judgment  close  with  what,  secretly  in  spirit, 
I  felt  to  be  of  God,  it  having  a  true  touch  of  his  quickening, 
warming,  convincing,  enlivening  virtue  in  it. 

Now,  that  this  snare  may  be  escaped  by  such  as  breathe 
after  the  Lord,  oh !  let  them  wait,  mourn,  and  cry  to  him, 
that  he  would  write  his  pure  fear  in  their  hearts,  atid  \i^idg(^[i 
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them  when  to  fear,  and  how  to  fear,  and  what  to  fear ;  and 
in  that  (or  as  that  is  brought  forth  in  them)  they  shall  see 
that  they  have  more  cause  to  fear  their  present  state,  than 
to  fear  that  which,,  in  the  quickening  warmth  and  virtue  of 
God,  comes  to  make  a  change  in  their  present  state;  yea, 
they  shall  then  see  how  the  enenjy  now  causeth  them  to 
fear,  where  no  fear  is;  and  keepeth  them  from  fearing, 
where  the  fear  is.  For  what  is  the  ground  of  fear  now  ? 
This  is  the  great  thing  that  they  should  fear,  lest  they 
should  not  hear  the  call  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  out  of 
Babylon ;  out  of  that  part  of  Babylon  out  of  which  they 
.have  not  yet  travelled;  and  lest  they  should  not  hear  and 
mind  the  call  of  his  Spirit  unto  Zion,  the  holy  mount  of 
God,  towards  and  unto  which  he  leadeth  his  people,  in  this 
day  of  the  revelation  and  manifestation  of  his  glorious  love 
and  power. 

Oh !  therefore,  my  friends,  ye  that  long  after  the  Lord, 
ye  that  desire  to  feel  the  power  of  his  truth,  wait  for  the 
principle  of  life  fix)m  him  to  be  revealed  in  you,  and  the 
pure  fear  which  is  therefrom,  that  ye  may  feel  the  Lord 
thereby  and  therein  (even  in  and  through  that  principle) 
writing  his  fear,  his  pure  fear,  his  holy  fear,  his  powerfully- 
preserving  fear,  in  your  hearts;  that  ye  may  know  the  way 
to  him,  the  seed  (which  is  the  way),  may  come  and  join  to 
him  therein,  and  never  depart  from  him.  The  fear  of  the 
Lord,  from  the  principle  of  his  life,  will,  without  fail,  effect 
this  in  you  as  ye  receive  it  from  the  Lord;  but  the  other 
fear,  the  fear  which  the  enemy  begets,  will  not  do  it;  but 
will  be  a  bar  and  sore  stop  in  your  way,  till  the  Lord,  by 
his  holy  power,  through  his  tender  mercy,  remove  it  from 
you. 

And  now  answer  me  one  question  uprightly,  as  in  God's 
sight,  from  whom  it  is  in  my  heart  to  propound  it  to  you. 

Are  you  come  to  Zion,  or  ar^  ye  travelling  thitherward 
rightly  and  truly?  Have  ye  ever  known  any  of  the  travel- 
lers that  ye  have  been  acquainted  with,  that  could  in  truth 
say,  that  they  were  come  to  Zion  ?  The  Christians,  in  the 
primitive  times,  were  come  to  Zion,  and  they  were  ae- 
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quainted  and  dwelt  with  God  and  Christ  there ;  and  knew 
Jerusalem,  the  heavenly  building,  the  city  of  the  living 
God.  Ohj  where  are  ye?  Nay,  are  ye  yet  come  out  of 
Babylon?  Do  ye  yet  know  the  wilderness,  the  intricate 
passages  therein,  wherethrough  God  alone  can  lead  the 
soul  ?  Oh !  depart  ye,  depart  ye  from  your  present  stations 
(in  the  leadings  of  God's  Spirit),  unless  ye  can  say,  in  the 
true,  unerring  light,  that  they  are  your  rest,  your  soul's 
true  rest,  even  the  everlasting  kingdom,  which  the  primi- 
tive Christians  received,  and  into  which  they  found  en- 
trance, which  could  not  be  shaken. 

And,  friends,  let  me  tell  you  one  thing  further  (for  my 
heart  is  at  this  present  opened  to  you  by  the  Lord),  that  as 
the  soul,  in  its  travels,  comes  to  Zion,  the  law  of  the  Spirit 
of  life  in  Christ  Jesus  is  witnessed,  which  makes  free  from 
the  law  of  sin  and  death.  And  then  there  is  no  more  such 
a  crying  out  of  the  body  of  sin  as  there  was  before :  but  a 
blessing  of  him  who  hath  delivered,  and  daily  doth  deliver, 
from  it:  yea,  the  body  of  sin  is  known  and  felt  to  be  put  off, 
and  Christ  put  on  in  the  stead  thereof.  For,  my  friends, 
there  are  several  states  witnessed  by  the  soul,  in  its  true  and 
sensible  travels  towards  the  holy  land.     As  for  instance: 

1.  There  is  a  state  of  Egyptian  darkness  and  bondage,  in 
which  the  power  of  death  reigns  and  rules  in  the  heart, 
subjecting  it  to  sin  and  death.  And  here  the  soul  is  in  the 
grave,  and  under  death,  captivity,  and  bondage,  in  the 
midst  of  all  its  professions  of  religion,  and  talk  of  God  and 
Christ,  and  reading  scriptures,  and  observing  ordinances 
and  duties,  &c. 

2.  There  is  a  wilderness  state,  wherein  the  strength  of 
captivity  is  somewhat  broken,  and  the  heart  drawn  to  mind 
the  leadings  of  life,  and  to  follow  after  the  Lord  through  the 
trials,  through  the  preparations,  through  the  several  exer- 
cises, which  the  Lord  seeth  good  to  exercise  it  with. 

And  here  the  mercy  and  goodness  of  the  Lord  is  experi- 
enced, and  the  deoeitfulness  and  treachery  of  the  heart 
This  is  the  place  of  humiliation  and  breaking,  wherein  the 
soul  daily  feels  how  untoward  and  unaccustomed  it  is  tol\i^ 
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yoke,  wliich  flbould  break  the  spirit,  and  subdue  it  to  God. 
Here  the  Lord  shows  the  soul  what  its  heart  is,  that  he 
might  humble  it,  and  do  it  good  in  tlie  latter  end.  Here 
the  very  law  of  God  appears  weak,  through  the  strengtli  of 
the  flesli,  which  is  not  yet  subdued.  Now,  here  is  mourn- 
ing, and  groaning,  and  crying  to  the  Lord  night  and  day, 
both  because  of  the  violence  and  multitude  of  the  enemies, 
and  because  of  the  naughtiness,  distrust,  and  unbelief  of 
the  heart. 

3.  There  is  a  state  of  rest,  a  state  of  peace,  a  state  of  life, 
a  state  of  power,  a  state  of  gmce,  a  state  of  dominion,  in  the 
life,  and  through  the  power  of  the  Lord,  wherein  the  law  of 
life  is  manifested  in  dominion  in  the  heart  over  the  law  of 
sin  and  death.  Tliere  is  an  everlasting  kingdom,  wherein 
God  and  Christ  reign,  in  wliich  God  treads  Satan  down  un- 
der the  feet  of  the  soul,  and  makes  the  soul  a  king  and  a 
priest  in  the  Son  of  his  love;  and  the  soul  feels  it  is  one 
with,  and  accepted  in,  the  beloved. 

Now,  friends,  that  ye  may  know  this  kingdom,  travel 
faithfully  towards  it;  feel  and  come  into  the  reign  of  Christ 
ill  it;  sit  down  in  the  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus,  and 
inherit  substance;  know  the  gathering  to  Christ  in  the 
name,  and  sit  down  in  the  name,  where  the  enemy  cannot 
touch  you ;  but  feel  the  preservation  and  powerful  life  and 
dominion  of  that  seed  which  is  over  the  enemy,  and  whei'e- 
in  and  whereby  the  Lord  scatters  the  enemy,  bruising  the 
serpent's  head,  and  anointing  the  soul  with  the  oil  of  glad- 
ness, and  clothing  it  with  the  beautiful  garments  of  his 
righteousness  and  salvation;  and  that  ye  may  know  the 
precious  and  glorious  building  of  life  in  the  Spirit,  even  of 
the  holy  house  and  city  of  God,  where  the  walls  are  salva- 
tion, and  the  gates  praise.  For  this  end  it  is  in  my  heart 
from  the  Lord  to  write  these  things  unto  you;  and  the 
Lord  God  of  his  mercy  open  the  door  of  entrance  to  you 
into  these  things;  for  there  is  but  one  door  of  life,  and 
there  is  not  another;  which  door  is  Christ,  the  seed;  which 
seed  is  revealed  within,  there  to  break  the  wisdom,  strength, 
and  head  of  the  serpent ;  and  so  far  as  he  breaks  it  there^ 
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redemptiou  and  freedom  is  witnessed  from  it,  and  no  further. 

Oh  that  je  might  receive  an  understanding  from  the 
Lord,  and  be  taught  by  him  to  deny  and  part  with  the  un- 
derstanding which  is  not  of  him,  that  ye  might  see  things 
(from  him,  and  in  his  light)  which  ye  have  not  yet  seen ; 
and  consider  aright  of  that,  which  the  enemy  hitherto,  by 
his  subtlety,  hath  prejudiced  you  against 

And  now  as  for  us,  who  expenence  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jesus,  and  with  the  Lord  our  God  in  his  light,  and  by  vir- 
tue of  his  life  and  love  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts, — I  saj-, 
\vhat  is  it  to  us  to  be  judged  by  you  in  your  day  as  persons 
that  deny  Christ,  deny  scriptures,  deny  ordinances,  deny 
duties,  &c.  ?  We  are  satisfied  in  our  hearts  as  touching  your 
judgment,  knowing  from  the  Lord  what  it  is  in  you  that 
thus  judgeth  of  us,  even  the  same  thing  that  judged  amiss 
of  Christ  (in  the  Scribes,  Pharisees,  and  professing  Jews) 
in  the  days  of  his  flesh.  And  indeed,  that  in  you  can  never 
judge  aright;  but  is  to  be  judged,  condemned,  and  de- 
stroyed by  the  life  and  power  of  the  Lord. 

And  oh  that  ye  knew  (sensibly  knew)  what  is  to  live,  and 
what  is  to  die  in  you,  that  ye  might  feel  the  rising  of  your 
souls  out  of  the  grave,  through  the  immortal  seed  of  God, 
and  the  bringing  of  all  your  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  the 
things  of  God  (which  ye  hold,  and  make  use  of,  out  of  the 
compass  and  limits  of  his  holy  Hfe  and  covenant)  into  death  ! 

For,  friends,  let  me  tell  you,  that  which  hath  been  parted 
with  (for  the  kingdom's  sake,  and  the  righteousness  thereof) 
in  some,  was  more  precious  than  what  ye  hold  so  stiflly, 
and  so  magnify  in  your  own  thoughts  and  reasonings  against 
the  truth.  Yea,  that  which  was  once  of  high  esteem,  and 
very  glorious  in  our  eyes,  is  now  become  as  dross  and  dung, 
for  the  excellency  of  the  pure,  living  knowledge  of,  and  fel- 
lowship with,  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord ;  and  if  ye  had  the 
true  measure  and  balance  to  weigh  things  in,  ye  would  ac- 
knowledge it :  but  the  letter,  and  little  ordinances  and  du- 
ties, and  apprehensions  of  things  out  of  the  lite,  kills  you, 
and  keeps  3*oa  under  the  veil,  and  from  the  sight  of  the 
things  which  are  within  the  veil. 
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Ob'that  God  would  rend  the  veil  in  j'ou  I  Oh  that  God 
would  give  jou  the  feeling  of,  and  union  with,  that  when^- 
by  he  rendA  the  veil  I  Oh  that  he  would  humble  yon,  and 
bring  down  the  niightj  from  his  seat  of  judgment  in  you, 
to  be  judged  and  al>ased,  and  exalt  the  meek  and  lowly 
into  that  which  is  his  proper  place  ! 

Oh  that  ye  might  feel  the  work  of  God,  even  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  soul,  begun  and  carried  on  by  him  with  power 
in  your  hearts  !  Then  would  ye  know  Christ  indeed,  the 
scriptures  indeed,  tlie  ordinances  indeed,  the  duties  indeed, 
the  everlasting  sabbath,  the  everlasting  worship ;  even  the 
substance  of  all  that  was  shadowed  out  under  the  law,  and 
sit  down  under  the  wing  of  the  Almighty,  from  whence  the 
power,  the  life,  the  virtue,  the  healing,  drops  into  the  soul. 

And  now,  to  give  a  touch  at  those  things  before  men- 
tioi^ed,  which  ye  so  stumble  at,  a  little  to  help  to  remove 
them  from  your  spirits,  if  it  please  the  Lord. 

1.  We  do  not  deuy  that  Christ  which  died  at  Jerusalem ; 
but  own  him,  and  no  other:  and  own  what  he  did,  his  obe- 
dience to  the  Father  always,  and  in  all  things;  his  sufier- 
ings  in  the  virtue  and  power  of  the  Father,  and  the  value 
of  them  with  the  Father.  This  the  Lord  our  God  teacheth 
us  to  own,  and  to  bless  the  name  of  the  Lord,  for  him  who 
is  the  Captain,  and  worker  out  of  our  salvation;  a  measure 
of  whose  life  and  power  we  have  received,  and  embrace  in 
our  hearts;  and  in  this  is  He,  the  fulness,  made  manifest  to 
us;  and  we,  through  this,  and  by  this,  and  in  this,  ingrafted 
into  him;  and  so  come  to  partake  of  the  sweetness  and  fair 
iiess  of  the  olive-tree.  Yea,  this  we  certainly  know,  that 
Christ  was  not  only  made  manifest  in  that  body  of  flesh, 
but  is  also  made  manifest  in  our  mortal  flesh,  as  we  are 
gathered  into  his  life,  and  his  life  brought  forth  in  us.  And 
he  is  not  only  antichrist,  that  denieth  Christ's  appeiurance 
in  that  body  of  flesh ;  but  he  that  denieth  him  (the  hope  of 
glory)  in  his  saints,  his  spiritual  body.  Yea,  I  beseech  you 
consider,  whether  it  hath  been  the  work  of  antichrist  all 
rlong  the  apostasy  to  deny  the  appearance  of  Christ  in  that 
body  of  flesh,  or  to  deny  the  appearance  of  his  life  and 
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Spirit  in  the  flesh  of  his  saints?  ''We  know  (saith  the  apos- 
tle John)  that  the  Son  of  God  is  come,  and  hath  given  ns 
an  understanding  to  know  him  that  is  true."  How  was  he 
come?  Was  not  he  that  was  with  them  come  in  them?  Did 
he  not  live  in  them,  act  in  them,  speak  in  them?  And  did 
not  they  that  were  of  God  hear  the  voice  of  Christ,  the  voice 
of  the  Shepherd,  in  them?  But  they  which  were  not  of  God, 
which  were  not  the  sheep,  could  not  hear  the  voice  of  Christ 
in  liis  apostles  and  believers;  could  not  own  him  come  in 
their  flesh,  though  they  could  preach  the  same  Christ  in 
words,  and  own  his  coming  in  that  body  of  flesh  which  he 
had  appeared  in.     1  John  iv.  6, 

2.  We  do  indeed  really,  heartily,  singly,  as  in  God's 
sight,  own  the  scriptures;  the  scriptures  written  by  the 
prophets  and  holy  men  of  God  under  the  law;  the  scrip- 
tures written  by  the  evangelists  and  apostles  in  the  time  of 
the  gospel ;  and  we  read  them  with  delight  and  joy,  and 
would  draw  no  man  from  a  right  reading  of  them  to  the 
benefit  of  his  soul;  but  ouly  from  giving  their  own  judg- 
ments on  them  without  the  Spirit  of  God;  lest  in  so  doing, 
they  wrest  them  to  their  own  destuction. 

This  is  that  which  the  Lord  hath  drawn  us  from,  and 
which  we  know  it  would  also  be  profitable  to  others  to  bo 
<lrawn  from  too;  to  wit,  from  imagining  and  guessing  at 
tlic  meaning  of  scriptures,  and  interpreting  them  without 
the  opening  of  that  Spirit  from  which  they  were  given 
forth;  for  they  who  so  do,  feed  that  part  (with  a  gathered 
knowledge)  which  should  be  famished,  die,  and  perish,-  that 
another  thing  might  come  to  live  in  them,  and  they  in  it. 

Now  to  us,  being  taught  of  God,  and  led  by  him  into  the 
things  and  through  the  conditions  the  scriptures  speak  of, 
the  scriptures  are  very  precious,  the  relation  of  things  un- 
der the  law  precious,  the  instructions,  promises,  and  com- 
forts precious,  yea,  the  very  reproofe  and  denunciations  of 
judgment  to  that  part,  nature  and  sjiirit  which  the  judg- 
ments are  to,  precious ;  and  it  is  impossible  for  any  heart 
to  conceive  (who  hath  not  the  experience  of  the  thing)  how 
life  springs  in  us;  and  how  sweet,  pleasant,  and  proftt«iV>V^ 


168  THE  WOBKS  OF 

the  words  of  life  iu  the  writings  of  the  holy  men  of  God  are 
to  oar  apiritd;  and  in  reading  them  we  often  meet  with  re- 
freshment, comfort,  hope,  and  joy,  from  the  working  of  the 
same  Spirit  in  us,  which  gave  forth  the  good  words  through 
them. 

8.  As  touching  ordinances,  we  own  all  the  ordinances 
and  appointments  of  Grod  to  the  Jews  under  the  law,  and 
God*8  presence  with  them,  walking  with  the  Lord,  and  wor- 
shipping him  in  the  faith  according  thereto.  Yea,  what  if 
I  should  say,  that  we  know  and  are  exercised  in  the  same 
worship  in  Spirit  towards  the  Lord  our  God,  who  hath 
called  and  taught  us  to  worship  him  iu  spirit  and  truth,  so 
as  he  taught  them,  according  to  the  shadow  and  letter? 
What  if  I  should  say,  that  we  worship  the  Lord  in  spirit  on 
the  Lord*s  day  (which  is  inward  and  spiritual,  the  true  rest, 
the  substantial  sabbath),  and  that  we  ofter  up  to  him  the 
living  sacrifices,  which  the  High  Priest  of  our  profession 
prepares  in  us  for  the  most .  excellent  majesty  and  glory  of 
our  God  therein?  Were  not  the  sacrifices  under  the  law, 
which  they  oftercd  up  according  to  the  letter,  types  and 
shadows  of  what  the  Lord  teaeheth  us,  and  giveth  us  to  of- 
fer up  to  him  in  spirit,  when  we  appear  before  him  in  his 
house  built  on  his  holy  mountain?  For,  friends,  the  house 
wherein  we  appear  is  spiritual  (an  house  of  God's  own 
building);  the  worship  spiritual,  the  sacrifices  spiritual,  the 
day  of  worship  spiritual,  even  the  day  which  the  Lord  hatli 
made.  And  here  we  know  and  enjoy  the  things  shadowed 
out  under  the  law  spiritually,  eating  that  which  is  meat  in- 
deed, and  drinking  that  which  is  drink  indeed,  even  the 
flesh  and  blood  of  the  Son  of  man;  in  which  we  feel  and 
partake  of  his  nature,  his  virtue,  his  life,  his  substance,  and 
both  take  it  into  us,  and  put  it  upon  us;  so  that  we  have 
Christ  both  to  be  our  food  and  clothing;  and  in  the  birth, 
nature,  and  Spirit  which  is  of  him,  cannot  be  deceived  con- 
cerning him. 

But  the  great  matter  ye  seem  to  have  against  us  as  to  or- 
dinances, is  about  the  baptism  of  water,  and  breaking  out- 
ward bread,  and  drinking  outward  wine;  concerning  which 


ISAAC  PENINGTON.  169 

I  have  two  or  three  weighty  queries  to  propound  to  be  seri- 
ously considered  of. 

Query  1.  Were  these  things  themselves  the  things  of  the 
kingdom,  or  significations  of  somewhat  relating  to  the  king- 
dom, as  the  shadows  under  the  law  were?  And  so,  though 
they  might  have  a  use  and  service  in  the  passage  from  the 
law,  yet  could  they  have  an  absolute  place  in  the  day?  For 
as  the  day  dawns  and  breaks,  the  shadows  fly  away.  What 
should  the  shadow  do,  when  that  which  the  shadow  signi- 
fied is  come  ?  What  place  is  there  for  shadows  in  the  sub- 
stance, in  the  everlasting  kingdom  ? 

Kow  though  the  apostle  condescended  so  as  to  circum- 
cise for  the  sake  of  the  Jews,  yet  circumcision  was  not  to 
abide.  So  he  coinlesconded  also  as  to  John's  baptism;  to 
wit,  the  baptism  of  water  (for  that  was  not  Christ's  baptism, 
but  his  baptism  was  that  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  fire);  yet 
he  blessed  God  he  did  not  make  u.-,o  of  it,  and  said,  he  teas 
not  sent  to  baptize.  What  wjus  he  not  sent  to  baptize  with? 
Why,  not  with  water,  not  with  John's  baptism;  but  he  was 
sent  to  baptize  with  Christ's  ba})tism ;  to  baptize  into  the 
name,  into  the  Spirit,  into  the  power  *(aud  so  were  all  the 
apostles),  as  well  as  to  preach  the  gospel.  Gal.  iii.  6.  Mat. 
xxviii.  19. 

Then  for  the  outward  sni)por:  was  not  that  a  shadow  of 
the  true,  substantial  6uj>per  of  the  Lord,  of  the  breaking  of 
the  true  bread,  and  drinking  of  the  true  wine  (the  fruit  of 
the  vine  of  life)  in  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  Which  kingdom 
was  at  hand  in  John's  time,  and  the  disciples  of  Christ  were 
to  pray  it  might  come ;  and  the  apostles,  and  they  after- 
wards (that  were  in  the  power,  in  the  life,  in  the  righteous- 
ness, in  the  joy  eternal)  did  witness  it  come.  For  mark: 
the  promise  was  not  only  of  a  kingdom  of  glory  hereafter, 
when  the  body  is  laid  down ;  but  they  were  to  receive  the 
kingdom,  and  feel  an  entrance  (yea,  an  abundant  entrance) 
into  the  everlasting  kingdom  ministered  to  them  even  then  : 
and  thev  were  to  eat  bread  in  the  kingdom,  and  drink  wine 
in  the  kingdom,  even  new  bread,  and  new  wine,  fresh  from 
the  table  of  the  Lord,  yea,  and  with  the  Lord,  in  hia  ^te^- 

Vol.  m.— 15 
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ence,  according  to  tfae  promise,  he  VHndd  come  and  dwell  in 
them,  aivd  walk  in  them,  and  sup  with  them,  and  they  with  him. 
And  thus  they  in  their  day,  and  we  in  our  day  (blessed  be 
the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God!)  eat  and  drink  of  the  heav* 
enly  bread  and  wine  of  the  kingdom  with  Christ  therein ; 
every  one  sitting  in  the  heavenly  place,  and  mansion  of 
rest,  which  the  Lord  hath  built  up  and  prepared  for  him. 

Query  2.  Have  not  these  outward  things  been  much 
abused,  and  the  antichristian  spirit  (even  the  whorish  spirit, 
which  hath  adulterated  from  the  life  and  power  of  God)  ap- 
peared in  them,  and  cried  them  up?  And  surely,  as  so  cried 
up  by  tliat  spirit,  they  are  neither  of  nor  for  Christ. 

And  consider  well  what  that  outward  court  was  which 
God  gave  to  the  Gentiles,  and  what  the  worship  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  outward  court  were;  and  whether  they  were 
not  given  to  the  Gentiles  also,  and  whether  these  are  any 
part  of  them ;  for  if  so,  then  they  belong  not  to,  nor  are  re- 
quired by,  the  Lord,  of  the  inward  Jews,  who  are  of  the  cir- 
cumcision in  the  heart,  and  are  come  to  inherit  the  sub- 
stance. 

Query  8.  Whether  there  be  any  virtue  in  these  things  in 
themselves,  without  God's  requiring  of  them?  Can  out- 
ward water  wash  the  soul?  Can  outward  bread  and  wine 
feed  or  refresh  it?  Indeed  if  God  require  a  man  to  wash  his 
body  with  water,  he  ought  to  be  subject,  and  there  will  be 
profit  to  him  in  his  subjection ;  but  of  itself  it  is  but  a  bod- 
ily exercise,  and  without  God's  requiring  it,  it  would  be  but 
will-worship,  and  profit  him  nothing  at  all. 

Now  truly  the  Lord  did  never  require  this  of  us;  but  hath 
shown  us  the  water  which  our  souls  and  bodies  had  need  of 
to  be  washed  with,  and  the  bread  and  wine  which  they  are 
to  be  fed  and  refreshed  with:  and  in  following  the  Lord  ac- 
cording as  he  hath  led  us,  and  required  of  us,  we  have 
found  reconciliation,  life,  rest,  peace,  and  joy  with  our  Fa- 
ther, and  pure  refreshment  from  him. 

Query  4.  As  touching  duties:  These  are  the  two  great 
duties  we  are  taught.  To  love  the  Lord  our  God  icith  ail  our 
hearty  souly  and  spirit;  and  our  neighbor  as  ourselves.    And 
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these  we  leam  by  believing  ia  bkn  whom  €k>d  sent,  and  re* 
ceiving  the  seed  of  life  from  bini;  in  ti^e  grawtfa  whereof  in 
UB  we  live,  and  are  made  one  with  him,  and  partakers  of  the 
ability  which  is  ei  him.  For  not  by  w<M*king  of  onraelves 
do  we  attain  to  this ;  but  by  the  working  of  his  powerful 
life  in  ua,  through  his  mercy  to  us.  He  oircumoisetii  us, 
he  cuts  off  the  enmity,  he  brings  under  the  old  nature  and 
spirit  in  us,  and  then  the  new  springs  up,  and  we  are  re* 
newed  in  it.  And  in  this  we  learn  aiid  are  made  able  to 
love  the  Lard,  and  his  children,  and  his  creatures,  yea,  all 
that  is  of  him.  And  this  love  constrains  us  to  obey  the 
Lord,  and  deny  all  for  him ;  so  that  we  can  suffer  any  thing 
(through  his  strength)  but  sin,  but  corruption,  but  unbelief, 
but  disobedience  to  him.  Yea,  this  makes  us  so  tender  tow- 
ards him,  that  we  can  rather  part  with  all  of  this  world, 
than  the  integrity  and  subjection  of  our  spirits  to  him  in  the 
least  thing  that  he  requires  of  us ;  his  truth  (and  our  testi- 
mony thereto)  in  every  respect  being  far  dearer  to  us  than 
our  lives,  and  all  the  enjoyments  and  pleasures  of  this  pres- 
ent world. 

From  these  two  great  duties  flow  many  others  as  towards 
God;  to  fear  him  with  the  fear  which  is  not  taught  by  the 
precepts  of  men,  but  which  he  writes  in  our  hearts;  to  wait 
upon  him  night  and  day  in  his  temple,  even  in  the  holy 
place  of  his  building ;  to  call  upon  him  in  the  motion,  guid- 
ance, will,  and  help  of  his  Spirit  (for  indeed  when  once  we 
leam  of  God,  we  are  taught  to  pray  no  more  after  the  flesh, 
no  more  after  the  will,  wisdom,  or  way  of  man);  as  also  to 
be  sensible  of  his  goodness,  and  give  thanks  to  him  in  every 
condition. 

And  in  this  we  feel  his  presence  and  acceptance,  as  the 
Lord  is  not  forgotten  by  us;  but  when  we  eat  and  drink, 
walk  abroad,  or  stay  at  home,  we  feel  him  near,  and  our 
hearts  acknowledge  him,  bow  to  him,  wait  upon  him,  bless 
him,  praiae  his  name,  and  speak  words  concerning  him,  or 
to  him,  with  the  outward  voice,  when  he  gives  them,  and 
requires  them  of  us;  but  of  a  truth  we  dare  bring  no  sacri- 
fices of  our  own,  nor  kindle  any  fire  or  sparks  of  our  own; 
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bat  wait  ftr  tlie  holy  breadi.  Spirit^  and  pow«r  <rf  our  Ood, 
to  parfimn  all  in  na,  and  by  na. 

But  now,  beeanae  wa  do  not  pray  at  certain  aet  timea  (aB 
we  tanamij  were  wont  to  do),  nor  apeak  words  before  and  af- 
ter meat  as  fonneriy,  and  the  like,  je  are  offended  with  ua, 
and  eay  we  deny  this  duty.  No,  no;  we  do  not  deny  to 
Ood  the  prayer  which  Is  from  the  birth  inunortal ;  hot  this 
we  say,  and  sensibly  feel,  prayer  is  a  gift,  and  the  ability 
thereof  is  in  God's  Spirit;  for  we  know  not  what  to  pray 
for  aa  we  oogfat,  nor  have  we  a  power  in  ns  to  pray  when  or 
as  we  will ;  bat  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  his  breathing  in  as,  is 
oar  ability;  and  we  are  to  wait  on  him  for  the  moving  and 
breathing  of  his  Spirit,  and  not  to  pray  of  ourselves,  or  in  oar 
own  wills  or  times,  but  in  the  Father's.  And  it  is  a  mighty 
thing  to  speak  to  God  aright  in  prayer.  Flesh  mast  be  si- 
lent before  him,  and  laid  still  and  low  in  his  presence,  that 
the  pare  spring  may  open,  the  pare  breath  breathe,  and  the 
pure  voice  issue  forth;  for  God  heareth  not  sinners,  but  the 
bom  of  him  that  doth  his  will.  This  must  eveiy  soul  wit- 
ness in  his  measure,  as  Christ  witnessed  it  in  the  fulness; 
and  there  is  no  serving  God  aright,  or  performing  any  dnty 
or  ordinance  of  worship  to  him  aright,  but  in  a  measure  of 
the  same  life  and  Spirit  wherewith  Christ  served  him. 

Now,  I  do  not  only  own  the  state  of  the  Jews  in  their  in- 
tegrity, and  of  the  primitive  Christians  in  theirs,  and  of 
what  the  Lord  hath  caused  to  break  forth  in  this  onr  day, 
but  I  also  own  all  the  appearances  of  God  all  along  the 
night  of  the  apostasy  in  the  holy  martyrs  and  witnesses, 
which  he  raised  up,  and  enabled  to  bear  testimony  to  his 
truth,  and  against  the  antichristian  practices  of  many  in 
that  dark  night  of  the  apostasy.  And  thus  also  I  own  all 
the  work  of  God  in  my  own  heart,  and  in  the  hearts  of  oth- 
ers (whom  he  pleased  to  work  upon)  in  former  times ;  yea, 
the  breathings  and  desires  which  are  yet  in  the  hearts  of 
any  after  the  Lord,  so  jfor  as  they  are  in  the  truth,  and  of 
and  from  the  Lord,  I  cannot  but  own.  But  the  Lord  hath 
shown  me  that  there  is  a  great  mixture  in  men's  desires  and 
endeavors  after  him ;  and  that  the  evil  spirit,  by  his  sub- 
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tlety,  doth  often  get  the^  managing  of  them,  and  turn  the 
very  zeal  and  earnestnefis  of  the  mind  (through  prejudices 
and  misapprehensions)  against  the  Lord  and  his  truth. 
Now,  this  is  a  very  dangerous  state,  and  there  are  some 
(who  little  think  so)  in  this  state,  doing  that  against  the 
Lord,  and  against  his  Christ,  his  truth,  his  people,  which,  if 
ever  their  eyes  be  opened,  theyXvill  mourn  bitterly  over; 
and  if  their  eyes  be  not  opened,  but  they  walk  ou  by  a 
wrong  light  (even  by  a  light  of  their  own  gathering,  imag- 
ining, and  conceiving),  whither  will  it  lead  them,  and  what 
will  their  end  be?  Oh  that  ye  could  hear!  Oh  that  ye  could 
fear  aright!  Oh  that  ye  could  rightly  consider!  Oh  that  ye 
could  feel  the  life  and  power  of  the  Lord  near  you,  the 
Word  of  life  near  you,  even  as  near  as  ye  have  felt  the  ene- 
my and  his  temptations,  that  ye  might  partake  of,  and  wit- 
ness with  joy,  the  virtue  and  redemption  of  it !  Oh  that  ye 
could  once  aright  look  upon  him  whom  ye  have  pierced, 
and  yet  daily  pierce,  and  cannot  but  pierce,  until  the  right- 
eous judgments  of  the  Lord  be  poured  out  on  the  head  .of 
the  transgressor  in  you,  and  the  Lord  waited  upon,  feared, 
and  subjected  to,  in  the  way  of  his  judgments,  that  ye  may 
feel  the  refining  work  finished,  the  dross  burned  up,  the 
temple  prepared,  the  vessel  brought  out  of  the  furnace! 
What  then  ?  Why,  when  the  Lord  hath  built  up  Zion,  pre- 
pared his  temple,  cleansed  his  house,  will  he  not  appear 
there  in  his  glory?  Shall  it  not  become  a  house  of  praj-er? 
of  pure  prayer,  and  of  pure  praises?  Shall  there  be  any 
lame  or  blind  sacrifices  ofiered  up  there?  Shall  it  not  be 
the  beauty  of  holiness  indeed?  Shall  not  the  appearance  of 
the  Lord  be  more  glorious  than  ever  it  was  in  the  temple 
and  ordinances  under  the  law?  Shall  not  every  living 
stone  in  this  building  feel  the  God  of  life  and  power  pres- 
ent of  a  truth,  and  feel  not  only  the  earth,  but  the  very 
heavens  melt  before  him  and  pass  away,  and  nothing  re- 
main bilt  the  pure  light  and  life  of  the  Lamb  ?^ 

Words  and  promises  spoken  concerning  things  to  be 
brought  forth  in  the  gospel  state  do  not  go  beyond  the 
things  spoken;  but  the  things  brought  forth  excel  t3\d  %^ 
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beyond  the  words,  beiug  so  felt  and  enjoyed  by  that  which 
is  fitted  and  prepared  by  the  Lord,  as  words  cannot  utter. 
The  Lord  God  lead  all  that  rightly  desire  after  him  into  the 
right  way  (and  preserve  them  therein)  of  meeting  with  and 
enjoying  what  their  hearts  rightly  desire,  and  beat  back 
the  enemy  in  all  his  devices  of  entangling,  perplexing,  and 
drawing  them  aside;  that  they  may  receive  the  covenant, 
the  new  covenant,  walk  with  God  in  the  light  thereof,  live 
in  the  life  thereof,  obey  through  the  power  thereof;  and 
may  know  what  kind  of  meat  and  drink,  what  joy,  delight, 
and  pleasure  it  is  to  the  soul  to  do  the  will,  in  the  principle, 
and  by  the  power,  of  the  new  life.  So  the  Lord  God  Al- 
mighty, the  Creator,  Guider,  and  Preserver  of  his  Israel, 
lead  you  out  of  the  darkness,  bring  you  through  the  wilder- 
ness, reveal  the  hope  in  you,  and  stay  your  minds  thereon, 
and  give  you  to  feel  the  true  travel  and  faithful  walking 
with  him  in  the  footsteps  of  the  flock,  which  he  hath  led 
and  is  leading  his  in,  and  unto  some  of  whom  (in  the  tender 
mercy  which  from  on  high  hath  visited  them)  he  hath  given 
full  rest  and  satisfaction  in  his  truth. 


A  BRIEF  Account  of  the  ground  op  Certainty  and  Satis- 
faction, WHICH  IT  HATH  PLEASED  THE  LORD  TO  ESTABLISH 

in  my  heart,  concerning  religion,  and  the 
Things  of  his  Kingdom. 

I  have  been  afflicted  from  my  childhood,  mourning  and 
■  seeking  after  the  Lord,  and  feeling  very  much  grief  and 
pain  of  spirit,  through  my  sense  of  the  want  of  him.  I  have 
not  been  contented  with  the  way  of  religion  I  was  educated 
in,  but  (through  that  of  God  which  stirred  in  me)  found 
great  defects  in  it,  and  was  drawn  and  led  by  his  Spirit  to 
travel  through  it,  and  seek  further.  That  which  I  still 
sought  after  was  the  resting-place,  Ae  life  of  my  sOul,  and 
power  and  presence  of  the  Lord,  that  demonstration  of  his 
Spirit  (as  touching  truth  and  the  way  of  God)  which  was 
witnessed  in  the  days  of  the  apostles.    Now,  breathing  af- 
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ter  tilts,  but  not  meeting  with  it,  caused  unutterable  an- 
guish, misery,  and  distress  in  my  heart,  so  that  my  condi- 
tion could  not  be  hid  within  mine  own  breast,  but  my  sor- 
row also  brake  forth  in  the  sight  of  others. 

But  at  length  the  eternal  bowels  have  pitied  me,  and 
have  showed  me  the  place  of  the  soul's  rest,  and  I  have  felt 
the  eternal  arm  gathering  me  into,  and  giving  me  some 
possession  of^  a  measure  thereof;  so  that  my  heart  is  satis- 
fied about  religion  and  the  things  of  6od*s  kingdom,  being 
taught  of  God  how  to  know  the  Pearl,  and  the  way  also 
how  to  come  to  inherit  and  enjoy  it ;  and  in  that  way  I  have 
had  great  experience  of  the  love,  mercy,  wisdom,  goodness, 
power,  and  righteousness  of  the  Lord;  and  notwithstand- 
ing all  my  soul's  enemies,  I  still  feel  his  presence,  life,  and 
power,  to  his  praise,  which  doth  the  work  in  me,  and  which 
giveth  me  to  hope  in  him,  and  wait  upon  him.  And  now 
in  love  and  tenderness  of  bowels  to  others,  it  is  in  my  heart 
to  answer  a  question  or  two  about  the  ground  of  the  assur- 
ance  atid  satisfaction  which  God  hath  given  my  soul ;  it  be- 
ing in  my  heart  not  to  grieve  or  trouble  any,  but  only  to  be 
helpful  in  holding  forth  what  the  Lord  hath  demonstrated 
to  and  written  in  ray  heart,  as  he  shall  .draw,  move,  and  en- 
able my  spirit  thereunto;  to  whom  my  soul  boweth,  and 
giveth  the  praise  of  all  that  he  hath  done  in  me,  and  pleas- 
eth  by  his  Spirit  and  power  to  work  through  me. 

Quest.  1.  It  may  be  inquired  by  some,  how  I  come  to 
know  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  his  church,  and  the  scriptures  of 
the  holy  men  to  be  written  by  the  inspiration  and  leading  of 
his  Holy  Spirit;  and  how  I  know  the  motions  and  drawings 
of  his  Spirit  in  me,  from  the  motions,  suggestions,  and  temp- 
tations of  the  evil  spirit;  and  how  I  am  satisfied  that  I  am 
in  the  way  of  truth  and  life  eternal,  and  do  not  wander  out 
of  it,  and  err  from  it. 

Ans.  Thus  I  know:  By  receiving,  joining  to,  abiding  and 
growing  up  in,  that  holy  seed,  which  the  Father  of  spirits 
hath  sown  in  me.  There  is  an  elect  seed  which  cannot  pos- 
sibly be  deceived,  which  seed  the  Father  soweth,  and  caus- 
eth  to  grow  in  the  hearts  of  them  that  receive  it;  who^^ 
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earth  is  by  him  digged  and  prepared  for  it  Xow,  I  have 
felt  this  seed  from  God,  this  holy,  pure  thing,  which  there 
is  nothing  like  for  virtue  and  excellency.  Nothing  hath  its 
nature  besides  it,  nothing  manifests  the  Father  but  it;  the 
heart  is  changed,  renewed,  restored  into  the  holy  image  by 
this  alone. 

In  this  seed  there  is  no  deceit;  no  deceit  ever  came  from 
it,  no  deceit  ever  entered  into  it,  nor  can ;  and  from  the  day 
that  I  have  known  it,  I  have  always  felt  preservation  by  it, 
while  my  heart  hath  been  kept  to  it.  Mine  eye  never  mis- 
saw  in  it,  mine  ear  never  misheard  in  it,  my  heart  never 
misunderstood  in  it;  but  here  I  have  felt  given  to  me,  and 
maintained  in  me  by  God,  the  eye  which  sees,  the  ear 
which  hears,  the  heart  which  understands  the  things  of  his 
kingdom;  and  here  the  entrance  hath  been  ministered  into 
the  everlasting  kingdom,  where  God  reveals  by  his  Spirit 
the  mysteries  of  his  kingdom,  which  all  else  are  shut  out  of, 
but  this  seed  and  the  birth  which  is  of  it.  And  when  the 
enemy  hath  at  any  time  in  my  travels,  by  any  temptation 
or  device,  got  in  any  degree  between  my  soul  and  this  seed; 
then  a  darkness,  a  loss,  doubts,  fears,  troubles,  &c.  have  so 
far  come  over  my  soul. 

Quest.  2.  But  how  know  I  this  seed?  may  some  inquire. 

Ans.  By  its  nature,  by  its  properties,  by  its  manifesting 
of  itself  in  my  heart.  It  hath  that  light,  that  life,  that  power 
in  it,  which  I  never  met  with  anywhere  else.  It  bruiseth 
the  head  of  the  serpent  at  its  pleasure,  whereby  I  know  it 
to  be  the  seed  of  the  woman.  It  dasheth  in  pieces  (through 
subjection  to  it)  whatever  is  contrary  to  God,  and  bringeth 
up  his  holy  nature  in  me.  It  so  bringeth  me  into  the  very 
image  of  his  Son,  that  what  I  read  in  the  Scriptures  con* 
cerning  the  nature,  righteousness,  and  work  of  salvation  by 
Christ,  I  find  formed  and  springing  up  in  mine  own  heart, 
as  I  am  gathered  into,  and  brought  forth  in,  this  seed. 
Yea,  I  really  feel  that  I  am  born  of  God's  Spirit,  so  far  as  I 
am  born  of  this.  Here  I  feel,  know,  understand,  and  am 
acquainted  with,  the  substance,  the  thing  itself,  that  which 
all  the  types  and  figures  of  the  law  shadowed  out    Here  I 
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meet  with  the  curcamcision  which  is  without  outward  hands ; 
the  baptism  which  is  without  outward  water ;  the  supper  of 
the  Lord  which  is  without  outward  bread  or  wine;  and 
here  I  know  the  true  Jew,  whose  nature,  spirit,  works,  and 
ways  are  all  of  Gkxl,  in  and  through  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ 
and  here  I  must  profess,  I  cannot  doubt  concerning  the 
things  of  God:  but  in  the  light  and  aAointing  of  this  seed, 
see  both  the  mysteiy  of  iniquity,  and  the  mystery  of  godli- 
ness, and  the  ways  and  workings  of  each  spirit,  both  in- 
wardly and  outwardly;  and  my  unity  with  the  one  (through 
the  tender  mercy,  goodness,  love,  and  power  of  the  Lord, 
all  which  are  herein  revealed),  and  my  separation  from  the 
other. 

And  this  is  the  true  way  of  certainty  and  satisfaction, 
which  is  of  God,  and  will  stand,  when  all  the  several  ways 
of  men's  inventions  will  fail  of  what  they  promise  to  men, 
and  fell  in  the  sight  of  men.  For  this  seed  and  birth  of  God 
are  to  be  acknowledged,  and  reign  in  the  day  of  his  power, 
and  not  another.  And  it  is  the  day  of  his  power  in  some, 
and  shall  be  the  day  of  his  power  in  others;  for  darkness 
or  death  shall  not  prevail  to  bring  the  life  of  the  risen  Son 
into  the  sepulchre  or  grave  again;  but  he  shall  ride  on  con- 
quering and  to  conquer,  subduing  and  to  subdue,  reigning 
and  to  reign,  until  he  hath  brought  all  things  under  the  do- 
minion of  the  Father's  power. 


A    QUBSTIOX    ANSWERED   ABOUT   THE   WAT    OP   KNOWINO    THE 
MOTIONS,  DOCTRINES,  AND  TEACHINGS 

OF  Christ's  Spirit. 

Quest.  How  may  a  man  know  the  motions,  doctrines, 
and  teachings  of  Christ's  Spirit  inwardly,  from  the  deceiv- 
able  movings,  appearings,  and  workings  of  a  contrary 
spirit?  And  how  may  a  man  know  concerning  the  doctrines 
that  others  teach,  whether  they  ^peak  from  Christ,  or 
whether  they  speak  of  themselves  ?  ' 

Ans.  This  is  a  great  matter  indeed,  and  he  must  first  re- 
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ceive  somewhat  from  Gk>d9  who  is  ahle  to  do  this.  He  must 
be  born  of  the  wisdom  that  is  from  above,  he  most  receive 
a  spirit  of  discerning  from  God,  he  must  receive  somewhat 
of  the  sheep's  ear,  somewhat  of  the  holy  understanding, 
whereby  he  may  be  able  to  distinguish  spirituals,  and  put  a 
difference  between  the  pure  and  impure;  between  the  pre- 
tender to  the  things*  of  God,  and  him  which  is  indeed  of 
God.  There  is  a  balance  of  the  sanctuary  appointed  to 
weigh  spiritual  things  and  appearances  in ;  and  by  this  bal- 
ance alone  are  they  truly  and  rightly  discerned  and  distm- 
guished;  and  this  balance  is  in  the  sanctuary,  in  the  holy, 
heavenly  place  in  Christ  Jesus,  where  the  true  weight  of 
spiritual  things  (or  things  that  pretend  to  be  truly  spiritual 
and  living,  but  are  not)  is  given  and  discerned.  But  he  that 
weighs  without  this,  he  that  weighs  by  his  own  judgment 
and  understanding,  by  his  own  comprehension  and  conceiv- 
ings; he  weighs  by  that  which  is  uncertain,  changeable,  and 
fallible,  and  turns  up  and  down  according  to  the  appear- 
ance of  things  to  him,  bujt  judgeth  not  the  righteous  judg- 
ment, which  is  from  the  sense,  and  in  tbe  light  of,  truth. 

Therefore,  oh!  that  men  were  humble,  tender,  meek,  and 
sensible  of  their  inability  to  judge  as  of  themselves,  that 
they  might  see  the  need  of  this  gift  of  God,  and  wait  upon 
him  for  it;  being  in  the  mean  time  as  the  weaned  child,  not 
meddling  with  things  too  high  for  them,  but  keeping  and 
abiding  low,  in  fear  and  subjection  to  that  which  the  Lord 
hath  already  made  manifest  to  them.  For  wbat  man  is 
there,  to  whom  the  Lord  hath  not  already,  in  his  tender 
mercy  and  goodness,  made  somewhat  of  himself  manifest? 
Who  is  there,  who,  by  the  light  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  his 
conscience,  knoweth  not  some  evil  which  he  ought  to  leave 
undone,  and  some  good  which  he  ought  to  do?  Now  this 
is  the  way  of  God,  and  the  work  which  man  should  be  ex- 
ercised in,  to  feel  his  mind  gathered  into  that  which  teach- 
eth  this,  that  he  might  receive  power  from  the  Lord  to 
cease  to  do  the  evil  which  he  is  thus  warned  by  him  of,  and 
to  do  the  good  which  is  thus  required  of  him.  For  thus 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  teacheth  and  requireth  of  men,  even 
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inwardly  in  their  secret  parts,  secretly  quickening  and  en- 
lireniiig  them  in  some  measure,  and  giving  them  a  sense  of 
their  sin,  death,  separation  from  him,  misery  and  danger 
thereby;  for  where  there  is  any  sight  of  sin,  and  any  sense 
of  the  burden  thereof,  there  is  some  life,  some  light,  some 
little  stirrings  of  the  life,  and  some  quiekenings  thereby, 
without  which  this  sense  could  not  be.    Now  mark: 

Are  not  here  the  drawings  of  the  Father?  Are  not  here 
the  teachings  of  the  Father,  though  but  in  a  little  measure ; 
yet  true,  yet  living  ?  Is  not  here  some  little  disceniiug 
given  between  the  precious  and  the  vile;  between  some- 
what that  is  of  God,  and  somewhat  that  is  against  him  ? 
Well  then,  here  is  the  gift  of  discerning,  though  in  a  poor, 
low,  little,  weak  measure;  and  that  man  who  receiveth  this, 
receiveth  the  beginnings  of  the  gift,  somewhat  of  the  gift, 
whereby  he  may  be  able  to  discern  and  distinguish  a  little 
about  spiritual  things,  so  far  as  the  light  and  ability  of  the 
gift  in  him  extendeth. 

Now,  this  is  man's  work  (and  in  this  lies  his  safety),  to 
come  hither,  abide  here,  and  grow  here.  Not  to  judge  out 
of  this;  to  judge  no  further  concerning  the  things  of  God, 
than  this  judgeth  in  him ;  to  keep  the  judgment  he  hath 
from  this;  not  hearkening  to  the  subtle  devices  of  the  ene- 
my, which  will  strive  afterward  to  cloud  his  mind,  delude 
and  deceive  him,  with  a  false  appearance  of  wise  reasonings 
and  disputings  of  his  own,  or  from  other  men,  to  make  him 
believe  otherwise.  And  so  keeping  what  ground  he  hath 
gained,  he  is  to  wait  for  more  of  this  light,  more  of  this  life, 
more  of  this  virtue,  that  his  soul  may  grow  up  and  increase 
therein,  that  his  eye  may  be  strengthened  to  see  further, 
aai  his  ear  to  hear  ftirther,  and  his  heart  to  embrace  more 
of  the  instructions  and  directions  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord, 
unto  and  in  the  way  of  the  kingdom. 

Therefore  the  man  that  would  meet  with,  and  receive 
from  God,  the  gift  of  discerning,  let  him  mind  the  present 
manifestation  of  God's  light  from  his  Bpirit  in  his  heart; 
embrace  that,  fall  in  with  that,  take  heed  of  the  reasonings 
of  the  mind  against  the  convictions  and  demonstrations  of 
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God's  Spirit,  but  receive  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  even  the 
lowest  appearance  of  truth,  about  the  least  and  most  despis- 
able  things,  and  give  up  faithfully  to  the  Lord  therein,  with- 
out murmuring,  without  disputing,  without  consulting  with 
flesh  and  blood.  And  he  that  is  faithful  to  the  light  of  the 
Spirit  ({ind  to  the  discerning  that  is  thereby)  in  the  little, 
he  shall  receive  more,  he  shall  have  his  light  and  discerning 
thereby  increased,  as  his  need  requireth.  But  he  that 
stands  disputing,  and  would  have  all  his  way  made  clear  to 
him,  before  he  sets  one  step  in  it;  he  is  far  from  becoming 
that  child,  which  the  Father  teacheth,  and  administereth  an 
enti-ance  into  the  kingdom  to. 

This,  in  effect,  was  the  very  answer  which  Christ  gave  to 
this  thing  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  when  there  were  great 
disputes  concerning  his  doctrine,  how  to  know  whether  it 
was  of  God,  or  no.  What  was  the  resolution  he  gave  of 
this ;  ''If  any  man,"  saith  he,  "will  do  his  will,  he  shall  know 
of  the  doctrine  whether  it  be  oi  God,  or  whether  I  speak  of 
myself."  John  vii.  17.  Wouldst  thou  know  of  the  Son's 
doctrine?  Wouldst  thou  know  whether  it  be  the  doctrine 
of  the  Son  indeed,  the  doctrine  of  him  who  comes  from  the 
Father?  Yes,  very  fain,  will  the  upright  heart  say;  oh  that 
I  might  know  concerning  what  rises  and  opens  in  my  heart, 
whether  it  be  from  the  Spirit  of  God,  or  from  the  root  of 
deceit  in  me!     Why,  this  is  the  way;  do  the  Father's  will. 

Obj.  Do  the  Father's  will ;  why  what  an  answer  is  this ! 
The  dispute  is  about  the  Father's  will.  Is  not  the  doctrine 
of  the  Son  the  Father's  will?  How  can  I  do  the  Father's 
will,  which  the  Son  is  to  teach  me,  until  I  first  know  of  the 
Son's  doctrine? 

Ans.  It  is  true,  the  Son's  doctrine  is  the  Father's  will, 
and  thou  canst  not  do  the  Father's  will,  but  as  thou  receiv- 
est  the  Son's  doctrine.  But  mark:  There  are  disputes  in 
thy  mind  about  somewhat  of  the  Son's  doctrine,  whether  it 
be  his  doctrine,  or  no;  somewhat  also  about  inward  motions, 
workings,  and  stirrings  in  thee,  which  thou  wouldst  fain 
know  whence  they  are.  Now,  the  question  is  concerning 
the  way  how  thou  may  est  attain  to  this;  how  thou  mayest 
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come  to  a  certain  and  satisfactory  knowledge  herein  ? 
Which  is,  not  by  entering  into  reasonings  and  disputes 
about  these  tilings  whereof  thou  doubtest,  but  by  coming 
into  that  wherein  and  whereby  they  are  made  manifest; 
and  that  is  by  coming  into  obedience  to  the  Father  in  that 
which  he  hath  already  made  manifest;  for  in  that  light  (to 
them  that  believe  in  it),  and  in  obedience  thereto  (be  it 
ever  so  little,  or  the  manifestation  ever  so  small),  the  Father 
will  reveal  more,  and  give  to  that  heart  and  mind  to  be  sen- 
sible of  what  is  of  him,  and  what  is  of  the  enemy,  so  far  as 
it  is  needful  for  it  as  yet  to  know.  For  wise  and  absolute 
judgment  in  all  things  is  not  necessaiy  for  a  babe;  but 
sense  to  know  the  breast,  and  to  receive  from  it  the  milk, 
by  which  it  is  to  be  fed  that  it  may  grow.  This  is  enough 
in  its  present  state ;  yet  if  there  be  need  of  strength  at  any 
time  to  still  the  enemy  and  the  avenger,  the  Lord  will  re- 
veal it  in  the  heart,  and  bring  it  forth  out  of  the  mouths  of 
the  babes  arid  sucklingsj  to  the  perfecting  of  his  praise. 

So  mind  and  learn  the  way,  O  ye  that  are  simple-hearted 
(and  truly  desire  after  the  Lord,  and  the  purity  and  power 
of  his  kingdom)!  and  take  heed  of  the  wrong  way;  take 
heed  of  man's  way,  which  is  by  consulting  with  his  own 
wisdom,  and  weighing  things  in  the  balance  of  his  own  rea- 
son and  understanding;  and  thus  he  may  weigh  scriptures 
written  in  former  ages,  and  the  appearances  of  God  in  this 
age,  and  err  in  heart,  mind,  and  judgment  concerning  them 
both,  all  his  days.  But  he  that  waits  on  the  Lord  in  fear, 
and  in  obedience  to  that  which  is  already  made  manifest, 
not  desiring  knowledge  from  God  in  his  own  will,  time,  or 
way,  but  in  the  Lord's,  who  perfectly  knows  every  one's 
state,  and  what  is  fit  for  him, — he  shall  know  concerning 
every  doctrine  his  heart  dcsireth  to  be  instructed  in,  in  the 
Lord's  season;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  Lord  will  feed 
him  with  food  convenient,  and  clothe  him  with  clothing 
convenient;  and  there  shall  be  no  want  to  him,  who  boweth 
before  the  Lord  in  what  is  already  made  manifest,  and  wait- 
eth  for  his  further  manifestations  and  appearances.  Bat 
the  wise  hunter  after  knowledge,  before  the  Lord  lesid^^^v^^ 
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further  than  he  leads  and  teaches, — ^this  is  the  first  birth, 
which  is  excluded  the  kingdom  and  the  mysteries  thereof: 
this  is  he  who  always  despised  and  would  still  kill  the  heir, 
that  the  inheritance  might  be  his;  but  the  inheritance  is 
appointed  for  and  given  to  another;  even  to  the  Lamb*8 
nature,  the  Lamb's  Spirit,  the  Lamb's  innocency,  the  birth 
of  another  wisdom,  which  is  a  foolish,  weak  birth  in  his 
eye,  and  not  worthy  at  all  to  inherit;  but  it  is  the  Father's 
pleasure  to  give  the  kingdom  and  inheritance  of  life  ever- 
lasting to  these. 

To  speak  yet  a  little  more  plainly,  and  bring  it  yet  a  little 
closer  to  the  heart,  if  it  may  be.  It  hath  pleased  the  Father, 
in  this  day  of  his  love  and  power,  to  gather  a  little  flock  out 
of  the  world  (and  all  worldly  pi-ofess^ions  of  worship  and  re- 
ligion) to  himself.  This  flock  he  hath  gathered  by  a  poor, 
little,  low  thing  in  their  hearts,  exercising  them  thei-eby  iu 
poor,  mean,  and  contemptible  ways  to  the  eye  of  the  world, 
and  to  all  the  professions  of  man's  wisdom ;  and  by  this, 
and  concerning  this,  he  testifieth,  through  those  whom  ho 
he  hath  gathered,  to  othci's.  And  the  testimony  doth  evi- 
dence itself,  through  the  power  of  the  Spirit,  to  all  that  wait 
upon  God  for  an  ear,  and  hear  in  the  simplicity  thei*eof. 

Now,  when  we  tell  men  of  a  divine  principle,  of  a  seed  of 
God,  wherein  their  religion  is  to  begin,  and  from  which  it 
is  to  grow,  and  whereof  they  are  to  be  born ;  this  will  enter 
into  many,  yea,  many  will  assent  to  be  drawn  so  far  as  to 
wait  inwardly  for  and  ujion  this.  But  now  when  this  be- 
gins to  stir  and  move  in  them,  it  is  in  such  a  way,  and  many 
times  about  such  low,  mean,  contemptible  things  in  their 
eyes,  that  they  are  very  apt  to  despise  it,  and  enter  into  dis- 
putes against  it,  and  so  miss  of  the  entrance,  and  can  never 
thus  enter  into  it;  but  instead  thereof  are  tilled  with  doubts 
about  the  leader  and  his  motions,  and  puzzled  aud  entangled 
in  their  minds,  and  stopped  at  the  very  beginning.  And  so, 
though  they  desire  much,  and  hope  much,  yet  all  comes  to 
little,  because  the  enemy  hath  possessed  their  minds  with 
a  device  of  his  subtlety,  as  if  these  were  small  things,  and 
of  little  concernment.    That  which  they  want  is  the  power- 
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ftil  life,  the  clear  light,  &c.,  and  so  their  minds  are  taken  up 
with  thoughts  ahout  these  great  things,  and  desires  after 
these  great  things,  and  they  overlook  the  way  wherein  and 
whereby  tUese  are  to  be  witnessed  and  obtained. 

For  the  Lord  God,  in  his  infinite  wisdom,  picked  oat 
these  contemptible  things  to  exercise  his  flock  by,  and  to 
lead  them  in.  And  whatever  men  may  think  of  them,  yet 
none  knows,  but  they  who  experience  it,  how  hard  it  is  to 
follow  and  subject  to  the  Lord  in  these,  and  how  much  they 
bow  down  and  break  the  earthly  and  uncircumciscd  spirit 
in  a  man,  Now,  friend,  thou  who  desirest  life  from  God, 
oh !  take  heed  thou  dost  not  beat  back  the  beginnings  of 
his  life,  and  the  redemption  of  thy  soul,-  by  despising  and 
overlooking  the  day  of  small  things.  Why  may  not  God 
choose  to  lead  thee  in  the  way  that  he  hath  led  the  rest  of 
his  flock?  Why  shouldst  not  thou  also  come  to  deny  the 
customs  and  vanities  of  this  world  (and  come  into  that 
which  is  simple  and  plain),  and  stand  in  the  will  and  life  of 
Qod  out  of  them?  Are  not  the  ways,  customs,  and  vanities 
of  the  world,  of  the  spirit  of  the  world,  and  not  of  the  Fa- 
ther? Did  they  not  come  from  the  corrupt  part?  Are  they 
not  of  the  corrupt  part?  Do  they  not  please  the  corrupt 
part?  Must  they  not  be  left  behind  by  him  that  travels  into 
the  seed,  is  one  with  the  seed,  and  lives  in  the  seed?  Why 
wilt  thou  stick  in  these  things?  Why  wilt  thou  dispute 
about  these  things?  Oh!  feel  the  Father's  drawings,  first 
out  of  the  world,  first  out  of  that  which  is  not  of  the  Father, 
but  of  the  world;  that  he  may  draw  thee  further  and  far- 
ther, even  into  the  kingdom  and  power  everlasting,  which 
are  many  days'  journey  beyond  that  which  thou  stickest  at 

Now  mind  and  remember  this  which  foUoweth :  In  the 
days  of  Christ  and  his  apostles,  God  chose  the  foolish 
things,  and  the  weak  things,  and  things  that  were  not,  to 
hide  the  path  of  life,  and  the  mysteries  of  his  kingdom, 
from  the  wise,  searching  eye  of  man  in  those  days.  Why 
may  he  not  choose  the  like  things  now?  Why  may  he  not 
now  reveal  things  to  the  babes,  and  not  to  the  wise  of  this 
age  and  generation?    Why  may  it  not  be  to  Im  ^ot^^Xici 
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have  it  now  said  also:  "Where  id  the  wise?  Where  is  the 
scribe  (where  is  the  learned  man)?  Where  is  the  disputer 
of  this  world?  "  Gan  any  of  them  find  oat  that,  or  any  of 
them  discern  that,  which  Gk>d  revealeth  to  his  little  ones? 
No,  no;  they  are  generally  got  too  high  above  that  little, 
low,  tender,  meek,  sensible  principle,  in  the  faith  whereof, 
and  in  obedience  whereto,  the  teachings  of  God  are  received, 
and  his  life  and  power  witnessed.  And  because  of  their 
riches,  wisdom,  and  knowledge  out  of  this,  therefore  is  the 
entrance  into  the  pure,  living  truth  (which  cleanseth  the 
mind,  and  keepeth  it  clean,  which  quickeueth  it,  and  keep- 
eth  it  living)  to  them  so  exceeding  difficult. 

And  as  the  principle  is  little,  the  seed  of  the  kingdom 
little  (like  a  grain  of  mustard  seed),  the  least  of  all  seeds ; 
so,  why  may  not  its  appearance  also  be  little,  even  in  low, 
weak  things,  despisable  .to  man's  eye  and  wisdom;  which 
man  sees  nothing  in,  and  may  account  of  no  value?  And 
yet,  the  power  of  the  cross  (which  brings  down  and  sVays 
the  corruptible),  and  the  resurrection  of  the  life  may  be  wit- 
nessed and  felt  in  them,  "The  foolislmess  of  God  is  wiser 
than  men,  and  the  weakness  of  God  is  stronger  than  men : " 
and  he  knoweth  what  he  doth  in  leading  his  children  in 
this  contemptible  path,  and  by  these  contemptible  exercises, 
which  all  that  is  wise,  high,  lofty,  and  aspiring,  according 
to  the  flesh,  may  easily  overlook  and  slight,  but  cai;L  hardly 
stoop  down  and  subject  to. 

God  is  the  same  that  ever  he  was ;  and  he  still  appears  in 
the  way  of  his  own  wisdom,  and  out  of  man's;  and  he  that 
will  partake  of  God's  wisdom  must  deny  and  keep  out  of 
his  own.  His  touches,  his  drawings,  his  teachings,  his  bless- 
ings, his  love,  his  peace,  his  joy,  his  sweetness,  &c.  are  let 
forth  upon,  felt,  and  enjoyed  by  the  soul,  in  the  new  crea- 
tion, in  the  new  sense,  in  the  denial  and  passing  out  of  the 
old. 


ISAAC  PENINGTON.  185 

Somewhat  Touching  the  Gospel-Rest,  or  Sabbath. 

What  is  the  gospel-rest?  What  is  the  gospel-sabbath?  Is 
it  a  shadow,  as  that  of  the  law  was?  Or  is  it  the  substance 
of  that  which  the  law  shadowed  out? 

"The  law  was  given  by  Moses,"  Moses,  by  the  com- 
mand of  God,  gave  forth  the  shadows  of  the  heavenly 
things  under  the  law;  "But  grace  and  truth  came  by  Jesus 
Christ."  The  true  sabbath,  tte  true  restj  the  law  of  the 
Spirit  of  life,  in  and  to  the  true  Jews,  comes  by  him.  The 
law  of  Moses  had  the  shadow  of  the  good  things  to  come ; 
which  good  things  themselves  the  gospel  contains,  bring- 
ing life  and  immortality  to  light,  and  the  soul  into  the  en- 
joj-ment  and  possession  of  the  heavenly  things  themselves. 

The  apostle  disputes  the  case  about  both  these,  Heb.  iv, 
both  about  the  seventh  day  of  rest,  and  about  the  land  of 
rest;  showing  that  they  were  neither  of  them  the  substance; 
they  were  but  the  rests  which  were  to  pass  away.  But  be- 
sides them,  there  was  a  rest  remaining,  a  day  of  rest  re- 
maining, a  land  of  rest  remaining;  whereof  they  both  (both 
the  outward  sabbath  of  rest,  and  the  land  of  rest  under  the 
law)  were  figures. 

Now  for  whom  did  this  rest  remain  ?  Why,  it  remained 
for  the  true  Jews,  for  believers,  for  the  spiritual  circumci- 
sion in  the  times  of  the  gospel.  "And  we  (saith  he)  who 
have  believed,  do  enter  into  rest."  The  faith  gives  en- 
trance, the  Son's  faith ;  the  faith  which  stands  in  the  power, 
the  feith  which  is  victory,  and  gives  victory  over  sin  and 
the  world,  removes  the  mountains  and  difficulties  which 
stand  in  the  way,  and  gives  entrance  into  the  gospel-rest. 
Faith,  which  is  from  and  of  the  i)ower  of  the  endless  life, 
puts  sin  under,  brings  down  self,  gathers  man  into  a  new 
principle,  brings  man  forth  in  a  new  principle,  causeth  him 
to  live  and  act  in  a  new  principle,  &c.  And  as  man  comes 
thither,  and  that  life  riseth  and  hath  power  in  him,  it  caus- 
eth him  to  rest  from  his  own  works,  and  to  wait  for  and  ex- 
perience God,  in  and  through  Christ,  to  work  all,  and  be 
all  in  him. 
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The  apostle  Peter  also  speaks  of  this  rest,  and  declares 
how  it  18  attained,  even  by  suftering  in  the  flesh,  **He  that 
hath  suffered  (saith  he)  in  the  flesh  hath  ceased  from  sin." 
1  Pet.  iv.  1.  It  is  the  fleshly  part,  the  motions  in  the  flesh, 
from  whence  sin  ariseth. 

"Lust,  when  it  is  conceived,  bringeth  forth  sin."  Now 
Christ  hath  prepared  and  appointed  a  cross,  a  spiritual 
yoke,  to  bring  down  the  flesh,  which  causeth  great  suffer- 
ing in  the  flesh  to  him  that  taketh  it  upon  him.  To  deny 
all  ungodliness,  and  every  worldly  lust,  motion,  desire,  and 
delight  of  the  fleshly  mind  and  nature,  there  is  a  sore  suf- 
fering to  the  earthly  part;  but  yet  this  bringeth  down  the 
earthly  part  in  all  that  take  it  up,  and  helpeth  and  causeth 
to  cease  from  sin.  And  he  that  hath  taken  up  the  cross 
wholly,  and  felt  the  thorough  work  of  it,  and  suffered  in  the 
flesh  the  parting  with  and  crucifying  all  that  is  of  the  flesh, 
that  which  would  cause  him  to  sin  is  slain  in  him,  and  he 
ceaseth  from  sin.  Then  he  is  in  the  rest;  then  he  keeps 
the  rest  fully;  then  he  knows  the  yoke  and  cross,  which 
was  once  burdensome  to  him,  to  become  easy  and  delight- 
ful, that  being  worn  out  in  him  to  which  it  was  painful. 

Now  he  that  is  in  measure  delivered,  that  hath  in  meas- 
ure suffered,  findeth  some  rest,  and  may  in  some  measure 
keep  the  sabbath;  yea,  in  the  faith,  the  weakest  babe  (abid- 
ing there)  cannot  but  keep  the  sabbath,  and  offer  up  the 
sacrifices,  and  perform  the  services  thereof  to  the  Lord. 
For  the  worship  of  the  New  Testament  relates  not  to  out- 
ward times  or  days ;  but  is  in  the  Spirit,  in  the  truth,  in  the 
name,  in  the  power,  in  the  substance,  on  the  day,  and  in 
the  times  and  seasons  which  the  Lord  hath  made,  and 
makes,  in  the  spirits  of  his  people. 

And  here  that  scripture  is  witnessed  to  those  that  are 
bom  of  the  Spirit,  and  live  in  the  Spirit,  and  walk  after  the 
Spirit:  "Sin  shall  not  have  dominion  over  you ;  for  you  are 
not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace."  Who  are  not  under 
the  law,  but  under  grace?  Why,  they  that  are  gathered  by 
the  grace,  that  hear  the  voice  of  God  in  the  grace,  drawing 
and  enabling  them  to  follow;  they  whom  the  grace  over- 
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shadows  from  the  power  and  dominion  of  sin ;  they  are  un- 
der it,  they  are  sheltered,  saved,  and  preserved  by  it. 

He  that  is  bom  of  God  sinneth  noty  but  obeyeth  the  grace;  but 
he  that  committeth  sin,  is  the  servant  of  sin,  and  not  yet 
made  free  by  the  grace  and  power  of  the  Son,  from  it.  Yea, 
the  Son  gives  that  freedom  in  his  day  from  sin,  and  the 
power  of  Satan,  as  they  that  are  out  of  the  light  of  his  day 
cannot  so  much  as  believe;  but  they  that  are  gathered  into, 
and  walk  in  the  light  thereof,  they  witness  the  law  of  the 
Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus,  making  them  free  from  the 
law  of  sin  ^nd  death.  Wliat !  is  the  stronger  than  the 
strong  man  come,  with  his  law  and  power  of  the  endless 
life,  and  shall  not  he  manifest  his  dominion  in  tlie  heart, 
over  the  law  of  sin  and  death  ?  Yea,  as  it  is  received,  and 
let  in,  it  works  out,  overcomes,  bears  down,  over-runs  the 
law  of  sin  and  death;  and  that  promise  is  witnessed,  ful- 
filled, 0  death!  1  wiU  be  thy  death. 

And  if  God,  by  the  power  and  breath  of  his  Holy  Spirit, 
with  the  living,  powerful  laws  thereof,  kill  sin  and  death  in 
the  heart,  what  shall  make  them  alive  again?  No,  no;  then 
they  are  dead  indeed,  and  the  kingdom  and  reign  of  Christ 
is  witnessed  in  that  soul. 

Then  the  birth  of  life  is  witnessed;  then  the  man-child  is 
witnessed,  ruling  with  a  rod  of  iron,  dashing  in  pieces  all 
motions  and  temptations  to  corruption,  and  all  that  would 
defile,  so  that  they  cannot  enter  the  mind;  and  guarding  it 
in  the  pure  peace,  unspeakable  joy,  and  rest  of  the  Son  con- 
tinually. And  there  it  is  as  truly  witnessed  inwardly  (as 
ever  it  was  at  any  time  enjoyed  or  hoped  for  by  the  Jews 
outwardly)  that  this  horn  of  salvation,  which  God  hath 
raised  up  in  the  house  of  his  servant  David,  breaks  all  the 
horns  of  the  oppressors,  and  gives  rest  to  the  soul  from  them 
round  about,  that,  without  fear  of  them  any  more,  it  may 
serve  him  in  holiness  and  righteousness  before  him  all  the 
days  of  its  life. 

There  are  some  good  desires  in  many  people,  for  which, 
blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord;  bnt  there  is  great  error 
of  jadgmenty  and  wandering  up  and  down  from  the  truths 
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for  want  of  tbat  wliieh  is  able  to  stay  the  mind  upon  the 
Lord,  and  to  guide  it  in  the  right  way.  Borne  run  to  this 
mountain,  and  sacrifiee  there;  others  to  that  hill,  and  ofter 
there ;  but  few  know  the  true  resting  place,  or  the  place  of 
the  true  worship.  Now  in  these  their  errors,  they  can  wit- 
ness no  acceptance  with  the  Lord.  Oh  that  they  knew  the 
acceptable  thing,  the  acceptable  way  of  worship,  and  might 
appear  before,  and  be  found  of,  the  Lord  therein !  Then 
might  they  begin  in  that  which  is  substantial,  (in  the  gospel 
Spirit,  life,  and  power)  and  come  to  inherit  and  sit  down  in 
that  which  is  substantial  and  everlasting. 

SOME     QUERIES 

to  such  as  complain  of  want  op  power  to  become  the 
Lord's,  and  serve  him  ;  and  who  are  not  yet  so  acquainted 

WITH  the  truth  as  TO  WITNESS  THE  CLEANSING 
BY  IT,  AND  CEASING  FROM  SIN. 

Query  1.  AVas  not  Christ  made  a  king  and  priest  after 
the  power  of  an  endless  life?  And  doth  he  not  communi- 
cate of  the  power  of  that  endless  life  to  all  that  rightly  be- 
lieve in  him,  receive  the  truth  as  it  is  in  him,  and  obey  his 
gospel  ? 

Query  2.  Was  it  not  the  end  of  Christ's  coming,  to  de- 
stroy sin  in  the  heart,  and  to  set  the  soul  free  therefrom, 
that  it  might  serve  the  Lord  in  the  liberty,  life,  and  power 
of  his  Spirit? 

Query  3.  To  them  that  believe  in  and  receive  him,  doth 
not  Christ  give  power  to  become  sons  to  God  ?  And  to 
them  that  are  sons,  doth  not  the  Father  give  the  Spirit  of 
the  Son  ?  And  hath  not  the  Spirit  of  the  Son  power  over 
the  contrary  spirit? 

Query  4.  Were  not  the  deliverances  of  the  Jews  under 
the  law  real  deliveitmces  from  thcFr  outward  enemies?  And 
are  not  Christ's  deliverances  as  real  from  the  inward  ene- 
mies? Whom  the  Son  maketh  free,  are  thej-  not  free  indeed? 
Free  from  sin,  free  from  Satan,  being  under  the  shadow  of 
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the  wing  of  the  Almighty,  which  preserveth  out  of  the  dark- 
ness, and  guardeth  the  mind  from  the  evil  and  danger 
thereof? 

Query  5.  Is  not  Christ  stronger  than  the  strong  man, 
whom  he  cometh  to  dispossess?  Are  not  his  weapons  stronger 
than  the  weapons  of  the  enemy?  Is  not  be  able  to  dispos- 
sess him,  to  east  him  out,  to  spoil  him  of  his  goods  and 
strength?  And  when  he  bath  gained  the  bouse,  is  not  he 
able  to  cleanse  it,  and  garnish,  and  keep  it  clean  and  pure 
in  the  way  of  his  covenant,  against  all  the  enemy  can  do  ? 

Query  6.  Doth  not  Christ  dwell  in  the  heart  by  faith  ? 
And  is  not  Christ's  nature  and  Spirit  pure?  and  will  he 
dwell  in  any  thing  that  is  impure?  Is  not  the. spiritual  tem- 
ple under  the  gospel  to  be  ^as  pure  inwardly,  as  ever  the 
outward  temple  under  the  law  was  to  be  pure  outwardly,  or 
by  way  of  representation  ?  Must  not  they  be  cleansed  from 
all  filthiness  of  flesh  and  spirit,  who  witness  the  Father 
dwelling  in  them,  and  walking  in  them  ? 

Query  7.  Who  offer  up  the  incense  and  the  pure  offering 
in  the  times  of  the  gospel?  Can  any  do  it  but  the  sous  of 
Levi,  whom  the  Lord  hath  purified?  Who  can  bring  a 
clean  thing  out  of  an  unclean?  Who  can  compass  the  altar 
of  the  Lord,  or  offer  up  an  acceptable  offering  there,  whose 
hearts  and  hands  are  not  washed  in  innocency? 

Query  8.  Is  not  the  worship  of  the  New  Testament  to  be 
in  spirit  and  truth?  Is  not  the  Spirit  pure,  the  truth  pure? 
Can  any  thing  unclean  enter  into  it?  Can  any  be  in  it,  can 
any  worship  in  it,  but  they  which  be  cleansed,  purified,  and 
changed  by  it? 

Query  9.  IIow  did  the  apostle  express  the  right  manner 
of  drawing  nigh  to  God  in  the  spiritual,  gospel  worship? 
Was  it  not  to  be  thus,  with  the  heai-t  cleansed  from  an  evil 
conscience,  and  the  body  washed  with  clean  water?  And  is 
not  the  presence,  power,  and  acceptance  of  Qod  witnessed 
by  them  that  appear  before  him  and  worship  him  thus  ? 

Query  10.  Had  not  other  lords  dominion  over  their  heart, 
to  subdue  it  to  sin,  and  defile  it,  before  Christ  was  known 
and  received  in  his  Spirit  and  power  ?    But  when  Christ  is 
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known  and  received  in  his  Bpirit  and  power,  bave  the  other 
lordiB  power  to  do  so  still?  Is  not  Christ's  law,  the  law  of 
his  Spirit  of  life,  able  to  bring  under,  and  make  the  soul 
free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death?  Insomuch  as  now  it 
maj  be  siud  in  truth,  by  the  souls  whom  he  hath  set  free : 
"O  Lord,  our  Ood!  other  lords  besides  thee  have  had  do- 
minion over  us;  but  (now  henceforward)  bj  thee  only  will 
we  make  mention  of  thy  name." 

Query  11.  Was  it  not  a  brand  of  ignominy  on  those  who 
had  got  the  good  words  and  high  notions  about  Christ,  but 
were  not  in  the  authority  and  power  of  his  Spirit,  that  they 
had  eyes  full  of  adultery,  and  could  not  cease  from  sin? 
Can  any  cease  from  sin,  but  he  that  receiveth  the  power; 
And  he  that  receiveth  the  power  of  the  new  life,  is  it  not 
natural  to  him  to  cease  from  sin,  and  unnatural  to  him  to 
commit  it? 

Query  12.  Is  not  the  Lord  the  teacher  of  his  people  under 
the  new  covenant?  Was  it  not  promised  of  old  concerning 
the  gospel  times,  and  is  it  not  fulfilled  in  the  gospel  times, 
that  "all  thy  children  shall  be  taught  of  the  Lord"?  And 
what  doth  the  Lord  teach?  Doth  he  not  teach  to  cease  from 
doing  evil,  and  to  learn  to  do  weUf  And  shall  his  children 
never  learn  this  lesson  of  him? 

Query  18.  Whose  servants  are  they  that  obey  unright- 
eousness? Are  they  clothed  with  the  strength  of  God?  Do 
they  stand  in  the  power  of  his  might  against  the  power  of 
the  enemy?  Are  they  overcomers  of  the  wicked  one?  Or 
are  they  not  rather  daily  overcome  by  him? 

Query  14.  What  is  the  whole  armor  of  God  provided 
and  appointed  for?  Is  it  not  to  keep  out  the  enemy  wholly? 
and  is  it  able  to  do  it,  or  no? 

Query  15.  Will  not  Christ  say  to  all  men  upon  the  earth, 
profess  they  what  they  will,  hope  in  Christ,  and  cast  them- 
selves upon  him  for  salvation  ever  so  much,  and  ever  so  of- 
ten ;  yea,  though  they  have  received  such  power  from  him 
as  to  preach  in  his  name,  and  to  cast  out  devils  in  his  name; 
yet  if  they  have  not  so  received  the  power  as  to  overcome 
sin  in  their  own  hearts,  and  to  cause  them  to  cease  from 
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working  iuiquity,  though  they  call  him  Lord,  and  cry  to 
him  with  confidence,  "Lord,  Lord,  open  to  us,"  yet  will  he 
not  say  to  them,  "Depart  from  me,  ye  workers  of  iniquity, 
I  know  ye  not;"  ye  are  not  of  the  birth  of  my  power;  ye 
are  not  those  which  have  done  my  will;  ye  were  never  by 
me  redeemed  out  of  the  evil  doing;  but  have  still  all  your 
days  (notwithstanding  your  profession,  notwithstanding 
your  knowledge,  notwithstanding  your  owning  me  as  your 
Lord,  and  preaching  in  my  name)  been  workers  of  in- 
iquity? 

Query  16.  He  that  receiveth  the  spiritual  circumcision 
and  baptism  of  Christ,  doth  it  not  cause  him  to  cease  from 
sin  ?  And  doth  not  the  new  life  spring  up  in  him,  which 
causeth  him  to  live  holily  to  God  ?  He  that  hath  the  offend- 
ing eye  plucked  out,  the  offending  hand  cut  oft',  is  not  that 
taken  away  from  him  which  caused  him  to  sin  ?  And  he 
who  is  created  a  new  creature  in  Christ,  doth  he  not  natu- 
rally do  that  which  is  holy  and  righteous?  1  John  iii.  7,  8. 

Query  17.  Doth  not  the  true  faith,  the  faith  of  the  Sou  of 
God,  give  victory  over  sin  ?  Can  any  believer  be  conquered 
by  the  enemy,  he  standing  in  the  faith,  abiding  in  the  cove- 
nant? Doth  not  the  power  stretched  out  by  the  Father  of 
life  defend  the  soul  in  the  way  of  the  covenant  against  all 
the  assaults  of  the  enemies,  so  that  the  gates  of  hell  cannot, 
prevail  against  any  here,  but  the  name  of  the  Lord  is  felt  a 
strong  tower  against  them;  and  though  they  encompass 
like  bees,  yet  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  victory  is  witnessed 
over  them,  and  against  all  that  they  can  do?  And  doth  not 
the  Lord  teach  and  enable  his  to  keep  covenant?, 

Query  18.  Was  not  such  a  thing  witnessed  by  Paul  (and 
may  not  such  a  thing  be  witnessed  by  the  believing  and 
obedient  travellers  now):  "I  can  do  all  things  through 
Christ  that  strengthens  me,  I  know  how  to  want,  I  know 
how  to  abound;  ever}'where,  and  in  all  things  I  am  in- 
structed," &c.?  I  am  armed  with  the  whole  armor  of  God, 
and  taught  to  stand  so  upon  my  guard  in  the  power  of  his 
life,  that  the  enemy  cannot  come  at  me;  but  the  power  of 
the  endless  life  so  prei^rveth  me,  as  that  the  evil  one  cau- 
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not  touch  me,  cannot  enter  me  with  any  of  his  temptations 
in  any  condition. 

Query  19.  Was  there  not  such  a  condition  once  witnessed, 
and  may  it  not  be  witnessed  again,  of  being  more  than  con- 
querors  through  the  love  and  power  of  Christ?  When  the 
life  doth  arise  in  its  power  and  dominion  in  the  heart,  doth 
it  not  soon  scatter  the  enemies?  Do  they  not  fly  away,  and 
are  chased  at  the  blast  of  God's  Spirit?  When  the  soul  is 
filled  with  the  love  and  with  the  power,  is  not  the  land 
cleansed  of  what  annoyed  it?  And  this,  which  is  sometimes 
felt  by  many  of  the  travellers,  may  it  not  be  an  abiding 
state?  Are  there  not  dwelling-places  on  Mount  Zion  (on 
the  mount  of  God's  holiness  in  the  gospel  time),  and  is  not 
there  security  from  sin,  Satan,  the  soul's  enemies,  and  dan- 
gers? "They  shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all  my  holy 
mountain,  saith  the  Lord; "  and  will  he  not  fulfil  it  to  those 
that  wait  upon  him  in  the  way  of  his  covenant? 


THE    CONCLUSION. 

Therb  is  a  principle  of  darkness  in  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  men,  which  is  as  a  seed  or  root  of  corruption  in  them, 
bringing  forth  in  them  fruits  of  sin  and  unrighteousness 
unto  death. 

And  there  is  also  a  principle  of  the  pure,  heavenly  light, 
as  a  free  gift  from  God,  to  discover  the  darkness,  turn  man's 
heart  against  it,  and  lead  him  into  the  way  and  path  of  life. 

Now  as  Satan  rules  in  the  principle  of  darkness,  and 
there  is  the  power  of  death  therein ;  so  God  rules  in  the 
principle  of  light,  and  there  is  the  power  of  life  and  redemp- 
tion manifested  by  God  therein. 

For  this  principle  is  of  the  Father,  of  the  Son,  of  the 
Spirit ;  j-ea,  the  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit  are  in  this  principle ; 
and  here  the  soul  meets  with  them,  and  is  brought  into 
union  and  fellowship  with  them,  and  feels  the  everlasting 
arm  revealed  and  stretched  forth  for  its  delivery  from  cor- 
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mption,  and  the  captivity  thereof  into  the  liberty  of  the 
Bons  of  God. 

And  he  that  is  here  meets  with  the  sabstance  of  things, 
and  that  which  all  the  types  of  the  law  shadowed  out; 
meets  with  the  one  offering,  the  cleansing  which  is  thereby, 
the  imputation  of  righteousness,  or  of  faith  unto  righteous- 
ness; yea,  and  with  somewhat  more,  even  with  the  everlast- 
ing righteousness  itself  brought  into  the  heart,  and  dwell- 
ing there ;  insomuch  as  his  nature  is  changed  (truly  changed) 
his  spirit  changed,  his  mind,  heart,  soul,  and  conscience 
changed,  his  conversation  changed,  the  leopard's  spots  aud 
the  Ethiopian's  skin  washed  away,  the  deecitfulness  of  the 
heart  removed,  and  the  new  garments  of  righteousness,  life, 
and  salvation  put  on  in  the  stead  thereof;  so  that  he  is  un- 
clothed of  the  evil,  unholy  nature  and  spirit,  and  clothed 
with  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 

For  Christ  is  really  made  unto  him  wisdom,  righteous- 
ness, sanctification,  and  redemption.  How  is  that?  Why 
he  that  once  was  a  fool,  is  now  made  wise  unto  Uod,  and 
the  things  of  his  kingdom,  by  the  mystery  of  his  Son's  life 
and  power  revealed  in  him.  He  is  a  child  of  wisdom,  and 
he  hath  heard  the  wisdom  of  his  mother,  and  learned  wis- 
dom of  her.  80  putting  on  Christ,  who  is  the  righteous- 
ness, being  ingrafted  into  him,  being  brought  forth  in  him, 
he  partakes  of  the  sweetness  and  &tness  of  the  olive-tree, 
and  is  renewed  into  the  image  of  the  true  righteousness 
and  holiness,  and  drinks  in  the  virtue  and  life  of  the  pre- 
cious promises,  wherein  and  whereby  he  is  made  partaker 
of  the  divine  nature,  and  so  cannot  but  witness  redemption 
from  the  earthly,  corrupt  nature. 

Now,  it  is  not  any  striving,  believing,  or  obedience  of 
man's  own  spirit,  which  can  effect  this;  he  may  will  strongly, 
he  may  run  hard,  and  yet  never  obtain ;  he  may  so  cast 
himself  upon  the  mercy  of  God,  and  hope  concerning  his 
mercy  in  Christ,  as  to  miss  of  it. 

But  the  principle  of  life  which  is  from  God,  and  faith  in 
God  from  that  principle,  without  fail  effects  this,  and  no 
other  feith  doth.    But  out  of  this  are  the  mysterious  im- 

Vol.  m.— n 
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ages  and  idols,  and  subtle  workings  and  devices  of  the  cnn* 
ning  one,  to  take  up  the  mind  with  somewhat  which  appears 
as  substantial  and  truly  excellent,  but  is  not  so  indeed.  His 
birth  hath  desires  after  the  kingdom  (and  makes  no  ques- 
tion but  it  shall  be  his),  wills,  runs,  strives,  believes,  hopes, 
prays,  reads  scriptures,  observes  duties  and  ordinances ;  and 
in  these  they  meet  with  a  wrong  knowledge,  a  wrong  sacti- 
fication,  a  wrong  joy,  a  wrong  confidence  and  assurance,  a 
wrong  rest  and  peace;  in  which  there  may  be  a  great 
warmth,  and  seeming  life  and  pleasure,  from  the  fire  and 
sparks  of  their  own  kindling  and  blowing  up,  which  the 
mind  that  is  blinded  by  him  can  hardly  suspect  that  it  is 
not  true;  yea,  may  be  taken  with  it,  and  strongly  justify  it 
in  its  own  thoughts  for  the  true,  and  set  it  above  that  that 
is  indeed  the  true.  This,  this  is  the  great  mystery  of  iniq- 
uity, which  hath  great  subtlety  of  deceivableness  in  it,  to 
pick  up  and  steal  away  the  good  seed  out  of  the  heart,  and 
to  steal  in  a  false  image  and  likeness  thereof,  which  may 
have  a  more  glorious  appearance  to  man's  eye  than  the  true 
seed  itself  (for  that  is  the  least  of  all  seeds,  makes  the  least 
show  of  any),  but  hath  not  the  same  nature,  virtue,  and 
power. 

Ah !  the  Lord  God  of  tender  mercy  help  all  the  poor 
souls  that  breathe  after  him,  that  they  may  not  be  thus  de- 
ceived. And  those  that  are  thus  deceived,  and  in  the  snare 
of  the  enemy  (and  do  not  witness  the  faith  which  hath  the 
8on*8  dominion  in  it,  and  gives  victory  over  sin,  Satan,  and 
the  world,  and  wherein  the  blood  of  sprinkling,  which  liv- 
ingly  washeth,  is  felt,  in  the  light  of  life,  wherein  the  re- 
deemed walk  to  the  praise  of  their  Redeemer);  the  Lord 
guide  them  also  to  that  wherein  all  deceits  are  made  mani- 
fest, and  where  the  truth  which  is  of  the  Son,  is  made  to 
shine  in  such  who  were  once  in  the  barren  places,  and  in 
the  thick  darkness,  but  now  are  light  in  the  Lord,  and  who 
have  a  dwelling-place  with  the  Lord  in  his  light,  which  is 
the  pure  and  everlasting  habitation.    Amen. 
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A    POSTSCRIPT,     . 

Containing  some  further  Queries  coNCEBNiNa' 
THE  New  Covenant. 

Query  1.  What  is  the  new  covenant?  Is  it  not  an  agree- 
ment between  God  and  the  soul  .in  Christ,  according  to  the 
law  of  faith,  as  the  old  covenant  was  an  agreement  between 
God  and  the  people  of  the  Jews,  according  to  the  law  of 
works? 

Query  2.  Who  is  the  Mediator  of  this  covenant  ?  Is  it 
not  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ?  Doth  not  he  prepare  the  heart 
for  the  covenant,  bring  into  the  covenant,  keep  in  the  cove- 
nant, preserve  peace  between  God  and  the  soul,  and  keep 
the  soul  in  the  way  of  truth  and  peace? 

Query  3.  Who  is  the  Shepherd,  King,  and  Prophet  in 
this  covenant?  Is  it  any  other  than  Christ,  the  Mediator? 
Is  not  he  the  King  and  Prophet  raised  up  to  rule  in  right- 
eousness, and  to  instruct  in  the  path  of  life?  And  is  not  his 
Spirit  able  to  teach  and  instruct  in  ail  things,  and  able  to 
govern  and  rule  in  righteousness  all  that  are  subject  to  his 
breathings,  quickenings,  and  holy  movings,  and  instructions 
in  their  hearts,  who  writes  his  law  there,  and  guides  and 
governs  by  the  law  which  he  writes? 

Query  4.  How  come  men  into  this  covenant  or  holy 
agreement  with  God?  Is  it  not  by  repentance  and  faith? 
Is  it  not  by  turning  from  the  darkness,  which  is  not  of  him, 
to  the  light  which  is  of  him  ?  Is  it  not  by  turning  from  the 
Spirit  of  Satan  to  his  Spirit, — from  the  standard  and  power 
of  the  wicked  one,  to  the  standard  and  power  of  the  Holy 
One  ?  What  is  it  that  God  lifts  up  against  the  darkness  of 
the  enemy,  but  the  light  of  his  Spirit,  which  discovers  where 
jt  man  has  been,  and  what  he  hath  done,  and  gives  him  to 
repent  thereof,  and  forsake  all  his  dead  works,  and  turn 
to  the  life  and  power  which  instructs  and  quickens  him,  in 
and  by  the  Holy  Spirit?    And  this  is  true  conversion;  and 
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thus  a  man  feels  the  covenant  of  sin,  death,  and  hell  broken, 
and  enters  into  a  new  covenant,  a  pare  covenant,  a  living 
covenant,  a  powerful  covenant,  and  comes  to  feel  those 
things  which  the  covenant  contains,  as  his  condition  re- 
quires, and  as  his  capacity  is  made  able  to  receive. 

Query  5.  How  do  men  come  to  abide  in  this  covenant? 
Is  there  any  abiding  but  according  to  the  entrance  ?  Is 
there  any  staying  in  the  covenant,  but  in  and  by  the  faith 
that  lets  in  ?  Doth  not  unbelief  and  disobedience  keep  out 
from  it  at  first?  And  doth  not  unbelief  and  disobedience 
cut  off  from  it  afterwards?  For  there  are  sins  against  this 
covenant,  as  well  as  against  the  old?  and  the  sins  against 
this  are  more  dangerous  to  the  soul  than  the  sins  against  the 
old.  "Take  heed  (said  the  apostle)  lest  there  be  in  any  of 
you  an  heart  of  unbelief,  to  depart  from  the  living  God." 
And  saith  Moses,  speaking  of  the  prophet,  or  angel  of  this 
covenant,  "Beware  of  him,  and  obey  his  voice;  for  he  will 
not  pardon  your  transgressions,  for  my  name  is  in  him,  and 
whosoever  hearkeneth  not  to  this  prophet,  he  shall  be  cut 
off."  How  can  it  be  otherwise?  For  he  speaks  life,  and  he 
speaks  it  in  the  covenant  to  the  circumcised  ear,  to  the  soul 
in  the  faith,  in  the  obedience.  Heary  and  yonr  souls  shall  live. 
So  then  he  that  hears  not  must  needs  abide  in  death ;  and 
he  that  departs  from  hearing  him,  must  needs  return  to 
death. 

Query  6.  Whether  there  be  any  purifying  of  the  heart,  or 
any  justification,  or  keeping  the  vessel  clean,  out  of  the  obe- 
dience of  the  truth?  "K  a  man  keep  my  sayings,"  saith 
Christ,  "he  shall  never  see  death."  "If  ye,"  saith  the  apos- 
tle, "through  the  Spirit,  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  ye 
shall  live."  But  if  the  deeds  of  the  body  be  not  mortified 
by  the  Spirit,  if  a  man  do  not  keep  the  sayings  of  Christ, 
doth  he,  or  can  he,  live  then?  Is  not  this  then  the  main 
thing  in  religion,  that  a  man  receive  the  truth  in  the  faith, 
and  that  he  feel  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  life  bringing  him 
into  and  keeping  him  in  the  obedience  thereof?  For  it  is 
the  truth  that  saves;  the  living  truth,  the  living  knowledge, 
the  living  faith ;  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  that  makes  free 
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from  the  law  of  sin  and  death;  and  it  makes  fr(  e  by  its  pow- 
erful working  in  the  mind,  working  out,  and  preserving 
from,  that  which  defiles,  captivates,  and  destroys.  For 
Christ  comes  with  his  power  to  save,  with  his  power  to 
break  the  bonds  of  darkness,  and  to  set  the  captive  free: 
with  his  power  to  dislodge  and  dispossess  all  the  enemies, 
and  sanctify  the  vessel  to  himself;  and  the  eiiccts  of  his 
power  in  and  upon  the  heart  are  his  salvation ;  and  he  that 
falleth  short  of  the  manifestation  of  the  power  of  life  to  his 
soul,  and  of  the  effects  thereof  in  his  soul,  is  so  far  defective 
in  point  of  salvation;  for  no  man  is  saved  fuilher  than  he 
is  redeemed  and  delivered  from  that  which  Christ  comes  to 
Bare  him  from. 

Query  7.  Whether  the  first  thing  of  all  to  be  witnessed 
in  religion  is  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ?  Is  not  the  whole 
work  to  be  done  by  him?  And  how  can  a  man  be  certain 
concerning  any  work  wrought  in  him,  unless  he  be  certain 
that  it  is  Jie  that  works?  IIow  can  I  be  certain  concerning 
the  knowledge  given  me,  unless  I  be  sure  it  be  he  that  gives 
it?  IIow  can  I  be  certain  concerning  any  prayers  or  breath- 
ings arising  in  my  heart,  unless  I  be  sure  they  be  from  him? 
How  can  I  understand  any  scripture  concerning  Christ,  or 
the  knowledge  of  any  spiritual  thing,  unless  I  be  sure  he 
open  it  to  me  ?  And  how  can  I  be  sure  of  any  thing  that 
he  giveth  or  openeth  to  me,  ftirther  than  I  know  him,  and 
have  the  true  sense  of  him  in  his  nature  and  operations? 
So  then,  if  the  Spirit  be  my  leader,  guide,  teacher,  instructor 
in  the  way  of  life,  in  the  covenant  of  life,  in  the  things  of 
the  kingdom,  in  the  knowledge  of  scriptures,  &c.,  it  is  of 
great  concernment  to  me  to  receive  that  ear  and  heart  from 
God,  which  knows  and  understands  hie  voice ;  for,  for  want 
of  this,  are  all  the  defects,  mistakes,  miscarriages,  and  er- 
rors, in  and  about  religion.  But  as  men  come  to  this,  they 
come  out  of  error  into  certainty,  and  know  the  one  Christ, 
the  one  faith,  the  one  baptism,  the  one  body,  the  one 
church,  and  assembly  of  the  first-bom,  the  pure  love,  which 
is  of  and  in  the  truth,  the  pure  path  of  the  kingdom,  the 
way  of  holiness,  which  the  ransomed  and  redeemed  walk 
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in;  yea,  the  Lord  is  One,  and  his  name  One  among  all  that 
are  here,  and  the  pare  one  language,  which  is  of  the  Spirit, 
wisdom,  and  teaching,  is  here  received,  and  the  one  voice 
of  the  Shepherd  heard,  &c.  Bat  oat  of  this  are  the  jan- 
glings,  strifes,  contentions,  dehates,  disputes;  subtle,  wise, 
entangling  reasonings  of  the  earthly,  one  with  another,  and 
all  as  one  against  the  heavenly  and  spiritual. 

Query  8.  Did  not  the  message  which  Christ  sent  his  apos- 
tles to  preach,  ''He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be 
saved,"  contain  the  sum  of  the  covenant?  What  doth  God 
require  of  the  soul,  but  believing  in  his  Son  (whixsh  includes 
repentance  from  the  dead  spirit  and  works),  and  receiving 
his  baptism  ?  To  be  baptized  into  him,  into  his  death,  into 
his  life,  into  his  nature,  into  his  Spirit;  to  take  up  his  cross, 
to  bear  his  yoke,  to  be  circumcised  in  him  and  by  him,  that 
he  may  love  the  Lord  his  God  with  all  his  heart,  that  the 
power,  virtue,  and  life  of  love  may  constrain  him  to  live 
wholly  in  and  to  God.  And  then  doth  not  the  p/omise  of 
salvation  to  him  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  into  Christ 
contain  writing  the  law  in  the  heart,  putting  the  fear  into 
the  heart;  putting  the  Spirit  within  to  become  the  teaeher, 
guide,  strength,  and  comforter,  and  whatsoever  else  is  nec- 
essary to  the  soul  in  the  way  to  the  kingdom? 

Query  9.  How  is  God  merciful  to  men's  iniquities,  and 
remembers  their  sins  no  more?  Is  it  not  in  the  covenant, 
and  according  to  the  covenant?  Is  there  not  a  warfare  to 
be  accomplished,  before  the  soul  come  to  witness  the  per- 
fect blotting  out  of  sin  ?  Is  not  Christ  the  Mediator,  the 
Judge  to  whom  all  judgment  is  committed?  And  doth  not 
he  judge  his  people  for  their  transgressions  against  the  law 
of  his  Spirit  and  life?  And  must  not  the  soul,  who  will  wit- 
ness the  days  of  refreshment,  and  the  perfect  blotting  out 
of  sin  therein,  wait  upon  the  Lord  in  the  way  of  his  judg- 
ments, even  till  sin  be  judged  and  brought  under,  and  God's 
righteousness  perfectly  revealed?  Under  Moses*  law  every 
transgression  received  a  just  recompense  of  reward,  and 
shall  he  escape  in  the  gospel  who  grieves  the  Spirit,  who 
despises  the  Son,  and  gives  ear  to  the  enemy?    Nay,  uay; 
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the  same  covenant  that  holds  forth  mercy  to  the  tender  bro- 
ken-hearted, to  the  believing,  to  the  obedient,  contains  also 
righteous  judgment  against  the  transgressor  of  this  cove- 
nant. Yea,  judgment  begins  at  the  house  of  God,  and  ceas- 
eth  not  till  that  cease  which  judgment  is  to.  The  Lord  shall 
judge  his  people;  shall  not  Christ  judge  his  own  family? 
Yes,  yes;  they  that  are  of  the  family,  and  in  the  true  sense, 
feel  the  Lord  pleading  with  whatever  is  contrary  to  him  in 
them,  and  they  can  rejoice  therein,  and  sing  of  mercy  and 
judgment,  after  the  Lord  hath  done  his  work  in  them,  and 
brought  forth  the  quiet  fruit  of  righteousness  in  their  hearts 
thereby. 

Blessed  is  he  that  experienceth  these  things,  witnessing 
that  from  the  Lord  which  preserve th  out  of  all  mistakes 
and  deceits  about  them. 


AN     INQUIRY 

Apter  Truth  and  Righteousness,  and  after  the  People 
WHOM  THE  Lord  bstablisheth,  and  will  establish 

THEREIN ; 

In  some  Queries  on  Isaiah  Iviii.  and  also  on  Chap.  liv. 

Query  1.  Are  there  any  people  to  be  found  who  exceed 
the  state  spoken  of  in  ver.  2.  of  seeking  God  daily,  and  de- 
lighting to  know  his  ways,  as  a  nation  that  did  righteous- 
ness, and  forsook  not  the  ordinance  of  their  God?  They  ask 
of  me,  said  the  Lord,  the  ordinances  of  justice;  they  take 
delight  in  approaching  to  God.  Are  there  not  many  pro- 
fessions and  sorts  of  professors  at  this  day,  who  in  God's 
sight  fall  short  of  this  state,  and  yet  think  highly  of  them- 
selves? Yet  these  the  prophet  of  the  Lord  was  not  to  spare ; 
but  to  lift  up  his  voice  like  a  trumpet  against  them,  because 
of  their  trasgression  and  sin  which  they  committed,  not- 
withstanding their  thus  daily  seeking  the  Lord. 

Query  2.  What  was  the  transgression  and  the  sins  which 
the  prophet  was  not  to  spare  them  in,  but  lift  up  his  voice 
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like  a  trumpet  against  them  for?  Was  it  not  (among  other 
things)  for  their  wrong  fasting,  their  wrong  afflicting  their 
souls,  their  wrong  seeking  of  God,  out  of  the  meek,  tender, 
merciful  spirit?  Doth  God  require  such  festing  or  praying 
of  any  man?  Or  will  the  Lord  accept  such  fasting  or  pray- 
ing at  any  man's  hand?  Ah!  how  many  fast  and  pray  at 
this  day,  who  never  rightly  considered,  nor  truly  under- 
stood, what  the  fastings,  and  what  the  prayers  are  which 
God  requiretli,  and  which  alone  he  will  accept! 

Query  3.  What  is  the  fast  which  God  requireth,  and  will 
accept  in  all  ages?  Is  not  this  it,  *'To  loose  the  hands  of 
wickedness,  to  undo  the  hea\y  burdens,  to  let  the  oppressed 
go  free,  to  break  every  yoke"  ?  &c.  ver.  6,  7.  Who  can  un- 
understand  or  loarn  this  fast,  but  he  that  is  taught  of  God? 

Query  4.  Are  there  any  whose  light  breaks  forth  as  the 
morning,  and  whose  health  springs  forth  speedily,  and 
whose  righteousness  goeth  before  them,  and  whom  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  gathereth  up,  or  is  a  rearward  to  (as  is 
promised  to  those  who  observe  this  fast),  and  whom  the 
Lord  is  ready  to  hear  and  answer  in  all  that  they  call  upon 
hira  for?  as  ver.  8,  9.  Doth  not  God  teach  his  children  in 
the  new  covenant  to  observe  this  fast?  And  they  w^ho  are 
taught  by  him  to  keep  it  (and  do  faithfully  keep  it),  do  they 
not  inherit  this  promise? 

Query  5.  Are  there  any  now  rimong  the  sons  of  men, 
whose  light  hath  risen  in  obscurity,  and  whose  darkness 
hath  become  as  noon-day  ?  Whom  the  Lord  guideth  con- 
tin  ually,  and  whose  soul  he  satisfieth  in  droughts,  and 
makes  fat  their  bones;  and  makes  them  like  a  watered 
garden,  and  like  a  spring  of  water,  whose  waters  fail  not? 
Surely  if  there  be  any,  who  are  truly  taught  of  the  Lord  to 
observe  that  which  leads  hereto,  they  cannot  miss  of  enjoy- 
ing these  precious  promises:  for  he  is  faithful  and  true  who 
hath  promised,  ver.  10, 11. 

Query  6.  Are  there  any  at  this  day,  whom  God  honoreth 
in  building  the  old  waste  places,  in  raising  up  the  founda* 
tions  of  many  generations;  in  repairing  the  breach,  and  re- 
storing the  paths  to  dwell  in?   What  are  the  paths  that  are 
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to  be  dwelt  in?  Are  they  not  the  same  which  the  soul  is  to 
walk  in?  Is  not  the  just  man's  path  and  his  dwelling-place 
all  one,  even  the  light  of  the  living,  which  he  is  both  to 
walk  and  abide  in?  See  1  John  i.  7.  and  Prov.  iv.  18* 

It  is  said  concerning  Christ,  **He  that  saith  he  abideth  in 
him,  ought  himself  also  so  to  walk,  even  as  he  walked."  1 
John  ii.  6.  How  did  Christ  walk?  Did  he  not  walk  in  the 
light  of  God's  Spirit?  in  subjection  to  God's  Spirit?  Was 
not  the  fulness  given  him?  Was  not  the  Father  always  with 
him?  And  did  not  he  act  in  the  Father,  and  the  Father  in 
and  through  him?  Now,  doth  not  he  give  forth  a  measure 
of  the  same  Spirit,  of  the  same  anointing,  of  the  same  power 
to  become  sons,  unto  all  his?  And  are  not  they  to  walk  ac- 
cording to  the  measure  of  light  and  life  they  receive  from, 
him?  And  he  that  walks  according  to  this  rule,  can  he  err 
in  so  walking?  Is  not  this  the  pure  path,  the  living  path, 
the  path  for  the  ransomed  in  the  days  of  the  gospel,  who 
walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit;  not  in  the  old- 
ness  of  the  letter,  but  in  the  newness  of  the  Spirit?  Oh  that 
men  could  consider  this  with  the  true  understanding,  and 
know  the  way  of  life  in  the  true  sense  and  experience 
thereof!  That  which  enlightens  and  gives  life  to  my  soul, 
is  somewhat  from  Christ,  even  a  measure  or  appearance  of 
his  pure  Spirit;  it  is  no  less :  and  the  law  of  life  written  in* 
wardly  is  more  to  the  soul  than  words  written  outwardly, 
though  all  the  words  that  ever  come  from  God's  Holy  Spirit 
are  very  precious,  and  greatly  useful,  to  those  to  whom  he 
Touchsafeth  to  give  the  understanding  of  them. 

Queiy  7.  What  is  the  sabbath  spoken  of,  ver.  13.  ?  Is  it 
the  law  sabbaths  or  the  gospel  sabbath?  Is  it  inferior  in 
nature  to  the  fast  before  mentioned  ?  What  is  God's  holy 
day,  which  is  the  soul's  delight,  the  holy  of  the  Lord,  hon- 
orable, wherein  the  souls  that  enter  into  the  true  rest  (by 
faith  in  him  who  is  life)  honor  the  Lord,  in  ceasing  from 
their  own  ways,  pleasures,  and  words?  See  also  Heb.  iv.  &• 
and  10. 

Query  8.  They  that  keep  God's  holy  sabbath,  do  they  not 
delight  themselves  in  the  Lord?   Do  they  not  feel  the  pleas* 
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nre  of  his  d»T,  and  of  his  appeanuiee  in  his  day?  Are  not 
these  of  the  true  seed  of  Jacob  (who  prevail  with  the  Lord 
for  the  blessing)?  And  doth  not  the  Lord  feed  fhem  with 
the  heritage  of  Jacob,  their  &ther,  even  with  the  blessing 
of  the  covenant  of  life  and  peace  for  evermore  ? 


SOME  QUERIES  ON  ISAIAH,  LIV. 

Query  1.  Is  there  such  a  state  to  be  witnessed,  either  in 
the  particular,  or  in  the  general,  wherein  the  womb  that 
was  barren  shall  travail  and  bear,  and  sing  for  joy  of  heart 
and  spirit  before  the  Lord?  See  ver.  1. 
.  Query  2.  Is  there  such  a  state  to  be  witnessed,  as  of  the  Ma- 
ker to  become  the  husband  ?  Is  not  this  a  glorious  state  in- 
deed, and  a  name  better  than  of  sons  and  daughters,  signi- 
fying nearer  intimacy  and  union  than  any  other  relation 
with  the  Iloly  One,  the  Redeemer  of  Israel?  And  do  not 
such  as  come  to  this  state,  even  to  be  married  to  the  Lamb, 
partake  more  abundantly  of  his  redeeming  power  and  holy 
presence?  See  ver.  6. 

Query  3.  Are  there  some  bo  visited  and  redeemed  by  the 
Lord,  as  that  they  shall  never  be  cikiist  off  more,  as  that  the 
floods  of  wrath  shall  never  overtake  them  more,  nor  the 
coveuaut  of  their  peace  be  removed?  Ah,  precious  state! 
Blessed  are  they  doubtless,  who  have  been  so  visited  and 
redeemed  by  God's  mercy,  as  to  be  made  partakers  of  it. 

Query  4.  Who  is  this  that  hath  been  afflicted,  tossed  with 
tempests,  and  not  comforted?  Have  there  been  any  such  in 
our  days,  who  have  been  deeply  afflicted  Jfor  want  of  the 
presence  of  the  Lord  God  of  their  life,  who  have  been 
tossed  up  and  dowu  with  tempest  after  tempest,  and  could 
meet  with  no  comforter  to  speak  a  word  in  season  to  their 
weary  souls  ?  Aud  hath  the  Lord  appeared  to  these,  visited 
these,  built  upon  these,  comforted  those?  Surdy  then,  the 
poor  whom  he  hath  raised  out  of  the  dust,  and  the  needy 
whom  he  hath  IUUhI  off  from  the  dunghill,  cannot  but 
praise  his  name. 


m 
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Query  5.  Who  is  ibis,  whose  stones  God  lays  with  fair 
colors,  and  her  foundation  with  sapphires?  Whose  win- 
dows God  makes  of  agates,  and  her  gates  of  carbuncles, 
and  all  her  borders  of  pleasant  stones?  Was  not  the  cove- 
nant of  life  so  adorned  in  the  apostle's  days?  And  is  she  not 
BO  adorned  now  again  ? 

Query  6.  Whose  children  are  they,  who  shall  be  all 
taught  of  the  Lord,  and  whose  peace  shall  be  great,  who 
shall  be  established  in  righteousness,  who  shall  be  far  from 
oppression,  so  that  they  shall  not  fear;  and  irom  terror,  so 
that  it  shall  not  come  near  them  ?  Is  there  such  a  gener- 
ation of  the  heavenly  birth,  of  the  covenant  of  life,  brought 
forth  in  this  our  day,  who  sanctify  the  Lord  of  hosts  him- 
self, and  make  him  their  fear  and  their  dread,  but  are  not 
terrified  wnth  the  wicked  one,  nor  with  the  snares  and  en- 
gines of  the  ungodly?  Surely  they  who  are  taught  of  God, 
have  peace  from  him  and  in  him,  and  are  established  in  the 
righteous  Spirit  and  life  of  his  Son ;  they  are  like  Mount 
Zion,  which  cannot  be  shaken  or  removed,  by  all  the  terrors 
and  oppressing  devices  of  the  ungodly. 

Quefy  7.  By  whom  do  they  gather  together,  who  gather 
together  against  such  a  people?  Certainly  it  is  not  by  the 
Lord,  nor  by  any  advice  or  counsel  from  him ;  but  by  the 
advice  of  that  spirit  which  opposeth  himself  against  the 
power  and  work  of  the  Lord:  and  that  spirit  must  fall  for 
the  sakes  of  those  whom  God  hath  raised  up  by  his  power, 
and  undertaketh  to  defend.  How  tender  was  God  of  Israel 
after  the  flesh  in  the  day  of  his  delivering  them !  See  1 
Ghron.  xvi.  19,  &€.  And  will  he  not  be  as  tender  of  his 
spiritual  Is^l,  in  the  day  of  his  redeeming  and  delivering 
them?  Indeed,  the  opposition  will  be  very  great,  but  con- 
sider who  shall  have  the  victory,  see  Rev.  xvii.  14.  Cer- 
tainly it  is  true,  and  sealed  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  that 
patience,  meekness,  innocency,  love,  righteousness,  &c., 
shall  at  length  overcome  all  unrighteousness,  enmity,  op- 
pression, cruelty,  wrath,  &c.,  and  that  spirit  from  which 
they  proceed ;  and  as  they  are  overcome,  and  when  they  are 
overcome,  the  Lamb's  Spirit  shall  reign  and  shine  in  the 
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glory  of  the  Father.  Oh !  the  sweet  sense  of  this  day,  and 
further  hope  thereof;  how  doth  it  hear  up  the  snfibring 
Iambs,  in  the  midst  of  all  their  trials  and  tribulations! 

Query  8.  Hath  not  God  created  the  waster  to  destroy? 
And  hath  not  he  power  over  him  ?  And  doth  not  he  limit  him 
in  the  midst  of  his  destroying  work?  But  did  God  create 
him  to  destroy  his  heritage?  or  will  God  suffer  him  so  to 
do?  They  may  indeed  destroy  the  buildings  which  are  not 
of  God?  but  God  is  the  wise,  great  Master-builder,  who 
counted  his  cost  before  he  began,  and  knew  he  was  able  to 
maintain  his  building,  against  all  the  oppositions  and  op- 
posers,  which  could  rise  up  against  it. 

Query  9.  Can  any  weapon  formed  against  the  covenant 
of  life,  and  the  children  thereof,  who  are  taught  of  God, 
and  have  peace  from  him,  and  who  are  established  by  him 
in  righteousness, — I  say,  can  any  weapon  formed  against 
these  prosper?  Every  tongue  that  riseth  up  in  judgment 
against  them,  doth  not  the  holy  tongue  condemn?  Is  not 
this  the  heritage  of  the  servants  of  the  Lord,  in  this  our 
day  ?  And  doth  not  the  Lord  say  (whatever  men  say  to  the 
contrary)  that  their  righteousness  is  of  him?  Indeed,  who- 
ever receiveth  the  true  righteousness,  receiveth  it  from  the 
hand  of  the  Lord,  and  knoweth  it  to  be  of  him. 

And  this  testimony  we  have,  even  from  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord,  who  taketh  away  our  unrighteousness  and  filthy  gar- 
ments, and  giveth  us  righteousness  from  and  in  his  Son's 
righteousness,  even  the  very  same  wherewith  the  Son  him- 
self was  clothed.  For  as  the  seed  is  but  one,  and  of  one, 
Heb.  ii.  11.  so  the  righteousness  is  but  one  also.  Be  not 
hasty  in  spirit,  but  wait  to  understand  in  the  ligW;  and  Spirit 
of  the  Lord,  which  is  wisdom's  place  of  giving  true  under- 
standing to  her  disciples. 

It  is  true,  there  hath  been  great  darkness,  and  the  true 
church  hath  been  in  the  wilderness,  and  the  remnant  of  her 
seed  hunted  and  persecuted  up  and  down  the  earth  by  the 
false  church,  which  hath  been  cried  up  for  the  true.  But, 
blessed  be  the  Lord,  the  darkness  is  passing  away,  and  the 
true  light  shining  again ;  which  light  discovers  and  redeems 
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out  of  all  that  is  false,  into  that  which  is  true ;  so  that  he 
that  is  trath,  and  no  lie,  is  again  known,  and  he  speaketh 
truth  and  no  lie,  and  he  anointeth  with  the  true  and  holy 
oil  of  life  and  salvation,  all  that  are  truly  living.  And  now 
the  kingdom  of  darkness  is  going  down,*  and  the  kingdom 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  raising  up  and  exalting;  which  is 
an  inward  kingdom,  a  spiritual  kingdom,  a  kingdom  of  life, 
a  kingdom  of  peace,  a  kingdom  of  righteousness,  a  king- 
dom of  holy  power  and  dominion  over  sin  and  death  in  the 
heart.  And  this  will  spread  and  increase,  to  the  blessing 
of  persons,  families,  and  nations  (as  they  come  to  be  sensi- 
ble of  and  subject  to  the  holy  light  and  power  thereof), 
with  the  blessings  of  Abraham,  wherewith  all  families  and 
nations  are  to  be  blesse^i,  as  they  come  to  be  unleavened 
from  the  serpentine  spirit  and  wisdom,  and  leavened  with 
the  innocency  and  righteousness  of  the  Lamb's  nature  and 
Spirit. 

The  mighty  God  carry  on  his  work,  by  the  same  mighty 
arm  of  strength  wherewith  he  began  it;  and  open  the  eyes 
of  this  nation,  that  they  may  see  their  proper  hope  and  in- 
terest; for  indeed  the  Lord  hath  great  love  to  this  nation, 
and  blessing  in  store  for  it  (for  the  seed's  sake  which  he 
Lath  sown  and  caused  to  spring  up  in  it);  though  many 
trials  and  tribulations  must  first  be  passed  through,  and  the 
spirit  of  enmity  and  opposition  against  the  appearance  of 
Ghod's  Holy  Spirit  and  power  worn  out.  Oh  that  men  could 
come  to  that  which  gives  the  eye-sight,  that  thereby  they 
might  see  aright,  and  no  longer  take  the  rise  of  their  seeing 
from  that  spirit  and  wisdom,  which  misrepresents  things. 

Written  in  Reading  jail,  in  the  tender  love,  true  inno- 
cency, and  uprightness  of  my  heart ;  which  the  Lord  hath 
g^ven  me  to  suffer  with  for  his  truth's  sake ;  about  the  lat- 
ter end  of  the  4th  month,  1671. 

Isaac  Pbnixqton. 
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Chief  Passages  in  a  Letter,  written  to  me,  and  replied 
#to  bj  me,  before  my  Imprisonment  in  this  Place. 

Where  I  have  been  a  Prisoner  above  a  Year  and  a  Half,  without 

any  Law  broken,  or  Cause  given  on  ray  Part,  who  only  came 

Innocently  and  Peaceably  to  Visit  my  Friends  in  Prison. 

By   MX   ISAAC    PENINGTON, 

Prisoner  for  the  Testimony  of  Truth  (for  could  I  have  denied 
Truth,  I  might  have  avoided  the  Snare),  at  Reading  Jail. 


The  Bows  of  the  Mighty  are  broken ;  and  they  that 
stumbled  are  girt  with  Strength.  1  Sam.  ii.  4. 
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THE    PREFACE. 

A  Letter  was  sent  me  from  a  dear  friend  of  mine  (bear- 
ing date  the  fifth  of  the  eleventh  month,  1671),  who  had 
long  been  greatly  distressed,  and  could  not  find  relief  in 
the  way  of  her  fonner  profession  and  church-ffellowship ; 
for  whom  I  greatly  travailed  with  the  Lord,  and  towards 
whom  my  spirit  was  made  very  tender  by  him.  I  still  felt 
the  seal  of  God's  love  and  mercy  towards  her,  even  in  her 
lowest  condition,  deepest  despair,  and  sorest  captivity, 
through  her  great  and  manifold  temptations ;  and  my  testi- 
mony to  her  at  times,  from  the  Lord,  on  this  behalf,  was 
sometimes  of  use  to  her,  to  bear  up  her  spirit,  till  the  day 
of  God's  visiting  and  redeeming  her,  with  the  virtue  and 
healing  power  of  his  salvation ;  which,  blessed  be  his  name,  . 
she  hath  since  had  sweet  experience  of,  and  true  peace  and 
joy  in  knowing  the  true  Head,  holding  him  in  the  faith, 
and  being  held  by  him. 

Now,  this  letter  of  an  ancient  acquaintance  of  mine,  which 
I  had  answered  long  ago,  one  that  belonged  to  Sir  Henry 
Vane  (as  she  signified  in  her  letter  to  me)  desired  she  should 
see ;  which  is  said  to  be  an  answer  to  a  letter  of  mine.  If 
ray  answer  had  gone  along  with  it,  I  should  have  took  no 
further  notice  of  it;  but  it  going  without  my  answer,  lest  it 
should  do  hurt  to  those  to  whom  the  Lord  hath  done  or  is 
doing  good,  I  am  engaged  in  spirit  to  reply  somewhat  to  it, 
and  to  give  forth  to  others  what  the  Lord  giveth  in  to  me, 
upon  this  new  occasion.  How  greatly,  truly,  and  purely  I 
have  loved  the  man,  I  will  not  boast  (the  Lord  knoweth, 
with  whose  knowledge  herein  I  am  content):  but,  oh  that 
this  his  paper  might  not  be  laid  to  his  charge  at  the  great 
day!  which  (I  am  afraid)  it  will,  unless  he  repent  of  it;  for 
indeed,  it  is  not  a  fruit  of  life  from  God's  Holy  Spirit;  but 
of  the  growth  of  Egypt  and  Babylon. 
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It  was  sent  me  iu  the  form  of  a  book,  as  if  it  had  been 
sent  abroad  for  special  service.  There  was  no  name. at  it, 
as  if  it  were  an  arrow  to  fly  in  the  dark,  and  wound  se- 
cretly: but  no  weapon  formed  against  the  Israel  of  God 
shall  prosper,  either  from  this  hand,  or  any  other;  and 
every  tongue  that  riseth  up  against  them  to  judgment  will 
God  condemn.  This  is  the  heritage  of  the  despised  people 
and  servants  of  the  living  God  in  this  our  day;  whose  right- 
eousness is  the  righteousness  of  his  Son  bestowed  upon 
them,  wherewith  he  himself  hath  clothed  them,  as  the 
anointed  eye  now  seeth,  and  all  eyes  shall  one  day  see,  and 
tongues  confess,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father, 
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He  excepteth  against  those  words  of  mine  to  him  in  a 
former  letter  (of  Jan.  24.  which  I  have  not  here  by  me), 
That  when  his  eyes  are  opened  by  the  Lord,  he  shall  then 
acknowledge  that  we  oppose  no  truths  of  the  Lord,  but 
hold  forth  what  we  have  received  from  him. 

To  which  he  thus  replieth:  Is  redemption  by  Christ's 
blood  no  truth  of  the  Lord's?  Which  he  chargeth  one  of 
us  in  particular,  and  many  others  in  general,  with  denying. 

Ans.  We  are  gathered  into  that,  and  abide  in  that,  in 
which  no  truth  can  be  denied ;  and  are  in  him  that  leadeth 
into  all  truth,  and  teacheth  to  deny  no  truth,  that  ever  was 
held  forth  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  Some  of  us  may  not 
yet  be  grown  up  in  understanding  into  the  mysteries  of  the 
kingdom,  which  God  hath  revealed  and  made  manifest  to 
others;  but  yet  we  do  not  deny,  but  own  one  another  in 
our  several  measures  of  knowledge  and  sense  of  things,  and 
in  our  several  growths.  And  we  own  and  acknowledge,  in 
God's  sight,  the  several  dispensations  he  hath  brought  forth, 
both  before  the  law,  and  under  the  law  and  prophets,  and 
in  the  time  of  Christ's  appearance  in  the  flesh;  and  after, 
when  he  sent  his  Spirit,  and  all  the  time  the  church  was  in 
the  wilderness,  and  now  she  is  coming  forth  again,  in  the 
brightness  and  glory  of  the  Father,  looking  fair  as  the 
morning,  clear  as  the  sun,  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners. 
Xor  do  we  disown  any  thing  that  is  of  God  in  the  profess- 
ors  of  this  age;  but  only  that  which  we  know,  and  are  re- 
quired by  him  to  testify  against,  as  being  not  of  him.  Oh 
that  they  could  weigh  our  words  and  testimony  in  a  right 
spirit!  for  they  would  not  then  be  so  offended  at,  and  speak 
BO  against  us,  as  now  they  do.  And  the  Lord  knoweth  we 
would  do  anything  that  lieth  in  us  to  remove  the  stumbling- 
blocks  that  lie  before  them ;  but  it  cannot  be  done  to  that 
spirit  in  them,  before  which  God  Almighty  hath  laid  tlvQ 
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stamWing-Llock,  that  it  might  stninble,  and  fiJl,  and  be 
snaLvedj  and  broken,  and  taken.  Bat  if  thej  conld  come 
into  another  Spirit,  and  feel  unity  with,  and  the  birth  of, 
another  Spirit,  the  birth  of  that  pare  wisdom  shoald  find  no 
ptomliling-block  or  offence  in  this  precioos  dispensation  of 
truth,  wherewith  God  from  on  high  hath  visited  us. 

And  as  for  denying  roUmpdon  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  oh ! 
how  will  he  answer  this  charge  to  God,  when  none  upon 
the  earth  (as  the  Lord  God  knoweth)  are  so  taught,  and  do 
so  riirhtly  and  fally  own  redemption  by  the  blood  of  Christ, 
as  tlic  Lord  hath  taught  us  to  do  I  for  we  own  the  blood  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  both  outwardly  and  inwardly;  both 
as  it  was  shed  on  the  cross,  and  as  it  is  sprinkled  in  our  con- 
sciences; and  know  the  cleansing  virtue  thereof  in  the  ev- 
erlanting  covenant,  and  in  the  light  which  is  eternal;  out 
of  which  light  men  have  but  a  notion  thereof,  but  do  not 
truly  know  nor  own  it.  And  let  him  consider,  before  the 
time  of  antichrist,  it  was  a  great  matter  to  know  and  own 
Christ  outwardly,  as  he  appeared  in  that  body;  but  since 
the  antichristian  spirit  had  got  that,  the  distinguishing 
knowledge  and  owning  of  Christ  is,  to  know  and  own  hfm 
inwardly.  The  outward  knowledge  and  confession  now  (as 
it  is  generally  separated  fi'om,  and  held  forth  in  way  of  dis- 
tinction from  the  inward)  is  but  the  knowledge  and  confes- 
sion of  Babylon,  and  not  the  true,  living  knowledge  and 
confcpsion  of  Christ,  in  and  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Father, 
which  is  the  knowledge  and  confession  of  all  the  true  and 
heavenly  mother,  which  is  the  mother  of  all  that  are  born 
of  the  Spirit. 

IIo  repeateth  those  words  of  mine.  That  we  do  not  make 
any  finite  thing  our  righteousness;  but  Christ  of  God  is 
made  unto  us  righteousness.  This,  he  saith,  is  well  spo- 
ken, and  wisheth  we  may  always  abide  in  this  confession. 

Ans.  These  words  arose  in  me  from  an  inward  feeling  of 
him  who  givcth  righteousness,  and  of  the  righteousness 
given ;  and  the  Lord  preserving  me  in  that  life,  I  shall  feel 
so  for  over,  and  confess  so  for  ever.  And  truly  I  can  tes- 
tify of  no  other  righteousness;  for,  blessed  be  the  name  of 
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my  God,  I  feel  the  righteousness  of  his  Son  revealed  in  me 
daily,  from  Mth  to  faith.  In  his  name  I  have  been  gath- 
ered, in  his  name  I  live,  and  in  him  I  feel  righteousness ; 
and  indeed  there  is  nothing  but  righteousness,  holiness, 
truth,  life,  and  salvation  (and  the  like)  in  him. 

And  he  that  is  truly  in  him,  is  righteous  and  holy  in  him ; 
there  being  in  him  a  new  creating  of  all  that  are  there,  and 
a  renewing  into  the  holy  and  heavenly  image,  which  con- 
sists in  the  righteousness  and  holiness  of  truth. 

He  desireth  me  to  give  a  plain  answer  to  this  question : 

Is  Christ  of  God  made  our  righteousness  by  faith  in  his 
blood,  or  in  his  Spirit? 

Ans.  A  pretended  feith  in  Christ's  blood,  without  faith 
in  his  Spirit,  is  but  dead  and  notional.  "Except  ye  eat  my 
flesh,  and  drink  my  blood  (saith  Christ)  ye  have  no  life  in 
you.  It  is  the  Spirit  that  quickeneth:  the  flesh  (saith  he) 
profiteth  nothing.*'  Now  the  faith  must  be  in  that  which 
quickeneth,  and  the  faith  in  that  which  quickeneth  is  holy 
and  righteous,  and  the  man  who  is  found  in  it  is  justified, 
through  that  faith  in  the  quickening  power,  in  the  sight  of 
God.  Thus  Abraham  was  justified  in  the  sight  of  God ; 
and  thus  are  the  children  of  Abraham  to  be  justified,  even 
through  believing  in  that  holy  power  and  Spirit  which  re- 
quireth  obedience,  and  justifieth  the  obedient,  and  con- 
demneth  the  disobedient  for  ever.    Rom.  iv.  24.  . 

He  saith.  He  fears  a  snake  in  this  green  grass,  when  I 
say,  Prom  his  life,  virtue,  and  power  revealed  in  us,  is  our 
conformity  to  him. 

Ans.  It  were  better  and  safer  for  him  to  fear  at  home ; 
for  the  snake  is  in  his  own  grass,  and  many  notional,  high, 
soaring  expressions,  without  true  knowledge.  But  can 
there  be  any  conformity  to  Christ  without  his  life,  virtue, 
and  power  inwardly  revealed?  What  else  can  conform 
unto,  and  bring  forth  in,  the  image  and  likeness  of  Christ? 

He  saith,  He  feareth  lest  I  make  this  life  and  virtue  our 
righteousness,  which  is  indeed  the  fruits  of  it. 

Ans.  Who  is  this  that  darkeneth  counsel  by  words  with- 
out knowledge,  and  runneth  out  from  the  truth  into  his 
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owD  imaginations?  What  was  Christ's  rigfateonsness?  Was 
it  not  the  life,  the  virtue,  the  Spirit  of  the  Father  in  him,  he 
being  one  with  it,  in  the  fiuth  of  it,  and  in  the  obedience  to 
it?  And  is  not  the  righteousness  of  the  head  and  the  body 
the  same,  communicated  from  the  head  to  the  body?  Are 
they  not  all  of  one,  and  the  righteousness  one  and  the  same 
in  both?  So  much  of  Christ's  Spirit,  so  much  of  his  right- 
eousness; and  out  of  his  Spirit,  out  of  his  righteousness  for 
evermore.  For  the  righteousness  of  the  Son  is  revealed, 
and  communicated  from  faith  to  faith,  in  his  Spirit;  and  so 
Christ  is  indeed  made  righteousness  to  them  that  are  found  in 
his  Spirit;  and  they  are  covered  with  the  garment  of  right- 
eousness and  salvation,  who  are  covered  with  his  Spirit. 

He  saith,  Our  righteousness  is  before  this. 

Ans.  What!  is  our  righteousness  before  any  of  the  life, 
virtue,  and  power  of  Christ  revealed  in  us?  Is  God  a  respec- 
ter of  persons?  Doth  he  justify  any  out  of  the  holy  cove- 
nant before  he  hath  made  a  change  in  him?  How  doth  this 
man,  with  his  vain  imaginations,  turn  the  whole  w^ay  and 
counsel  of  God  upside  down. 

He  brings  a  scripture  to  prove  this^  The  spirit  is  life  for 
righteousness*  sake. 

Ans.  That  scripture  (which  is  Eom.  viii.  10.)  speaks  of 
those  in  whom  Christ  is  and  dwells;  and  there  indeed  ''the 
body  is  dead  because  of  sin,  and  the  spirit  is  life  because  of 
righteousness."  This  is  plainly  spoken,  and  plainly  felt 
and  known  as  it  is  spoken.  Oh  that  he  had  the  true  sense 
and  understanding  of  it  as  it  is  in  Jesus! 

He  saith,  Righteousness  is  in  order  of  nature  before  sanc- 
tification. 

Ans.  That  which  is  holy  is  righteous;  there  is  nothing 
righteous  in  the  eyes  of  the  pure  God  but  that  which  is 
holy.  The  head  was  really  holy  and  righteous,  and  they 
that  are  in  him  partake  of  his  holiness  and  righteousness, 
and  are  really  holy  and  righteous  in  him;  and  faith,  which 
purifies  the  heart,  and  through  which  sanctification  is,  must 
needs  ho  in  order  of  nature  before  the  justification  which  is 
by  it;  for  God  justifieth  no  unbelievers,  but  believers  only. 
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Yea,  the  wicked  jnust  forsake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous 
man  his  thoughts,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord ;  which  cannot 
possibly  be  without  some  degree  of  sanctification,  before 
the  Lord  will  have  mercy,  and  pardon  the  soul  its  sins.  Isa. 
Iv.  7.  and  chap.  i.  16,  17j  18. 

He  saith,  Justification  is  an  act  of  grace  passed  upon  us 
by  God  freely,  without  respect  to  us  as  godly;  nay,  properly 
reflecting  on  us  in  that  moment  as  ungodly. 

Ans.  I  charge  this  in  the  sight  of  God  for  absolutely  false 
doctrine,  and  contrary  to  the  gospel.  For  God  justifieth  no 
man  as  ungodly;  but  calleth  upon  men  to  repent,  and  turn 
from  their  ungodliness,  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  them, 
justify  and  save  them.  Now  men  are  not  ungodly  in  turn- 
ing from  their  ungodliness,  but  changed ;  and  so  their  state 
is  in  some  measure  changed  before  justified.  If  Abraham 
was  ungodly  when  God  called  upon  him;  yet  in  forsaking 
his  own  country,  and  following  the  Lord,  and  offering  up 
his  son,  he  was  obedient,  and  not  ungodly,  and  in  that  obe- 
dience he  was  justified.  A  man  may  have  notions  of  justi- 
fication in  his  mind,  and  accordingly  take  himself  to  be 
justified,  when  he  is  not;  but  there  is  no  man  justified  by 
the  Lord  till  he  be  changed,  translated  into  him  in  whom 
God  justifieth,  out  of  the  place  of  condemnation  into  the 
place  of  justification.  For  till  men  are  changed  by  the 
Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord,  they  are  but  darkness,  and  in 
the  darkness,  where  no  justification  is.  It  is  the  believing, 
the  obedient,  the  children  of  light,  that  are  justified  by  the 
Lord. 

He  saith,  Were  we  godly  before  or  at  that  time,  it  were 
no  act  of  grace  to  pronounce  us  righteous. 

Ans.  He  that  witnesseth  salvation  in  Christ  Jesus,  wit- 
nesseth  it  to  be  a  continued  act  of  grace.  Grace  appears  to 
the  soul,  grace  teacheth,  grace  enableth,  grace  maketh  a 
change  from  the  ungraciousness  of  the  heart  and  state ;  and 
then  grace  (or  God  by  his  grace  in  and  through  Jesus  Christ) 
forgiveth  the  sins  that  were  committed  before..  For  though 
the  Lord  visit  me  with  life,  quicken  me  thereby,  make  a 
change  in  my  heart  and  state;  yet  it  is  his  mercy  to  accept 


ii'^-j:  *^i  lie  ir-^ii^  of  CLrist, 
^r.'T-T  r  i^  *-^  -  J  ziiCi^ii-^  in  LiiiL, 

I-rirr-    :L-1T  "■--:_    s-lir   til*  i«.-l^  Lt.   llr  Lil-i  vf   L  'Illi^S^  Uld 

r^.-riL::' .i^  -•>  Tri..-r  ^ic  Z^.ri',  i.-r  le  i»  £rc-:J.  and  his 
iL-rT.r  •::. lij-rtl  I . T  tT-r."  I  'i'.ki.  m'.r  2-ei  L.T  seal  to  this 
ti'-'-r:  tLfc*  •.Ir:  i_- .  re  1  . J  i.:L  1  rl^itcM -*  tlr  Lor»l  maketh 
i::-*:  '::.  LL?  .>::^  tl-r  i:..!^  i^--:  /.r  i--  I  o:  L:?  love,  grace, 
&r.  i  ri^-er^-.  ::.;:irtl:yii.^  ■■:  i_^;  ajii  ;:  :^  ;  rvcious  to  me  to 
w'.:l*:— ;  i-tlii  -•!:: : :. ai.  I  -.  .^:  :ii- >-r  lil:!  Liii. '::.  aiid  tLroudi 
Li-  >'jz^ 

H'r  -i'::':.  liriLer.  Hii  :1:^  :-  tic  l-:.-i.:\\  tLe  freeiiess,  the 
n^ur.ln-.-^rLre.  :Le  rl-.L..^  of  tLe  grao^  of  Gc-i,  to  call  things 
that  are  i*ot  as  tL'.'-iii'h  tl.-y  were. 

Aii«>.  Take  L^ci  cf  i.hu^::.g  that  <.r:j  :ure.  G.>d  sent 
Chri-t  to  re:;ew,  to  iV'itr^r.;,  to  ehaiige,  to  make  holy  and 
ri'zhteou*,  to  niake  [•e<»j'lc  su.h  as  the  Faiher  luight  be 
jil^.a-ied  M'hij,  accept,  ai.d  ju^Iiy;  ai.d  as  Christ  maketh 
tliern  ?o,  the  Fath«:fr  rccviveth  and  acv:viteth  them  as  sucli. 
But  (iod  doth  di>t5n>rTii?h  and  call  thiiii:<  as  they  are.  He 
doth  not  call  an  ungodly  man  a  hjly  man,  a  justified  man; 
hut  when  he  hath  changed  him,  new  created  him  in  Clirist 
JcHUH,  took  him  out  of  his  old  stocky  and  planted  him  into 
the  new;  then  heaccounteth  and  calleth  him  so,  and  not  be- 
fore. It  were  better  for  men  to  wait  upon  God  to  under- 
Htand  what  hin  Spirit  meant  in  what  he  spake,  than  to  put 
formed  meanings  of  their  own  upon  his  words. 

He  wrests  my  words,  charging  and  reproving  me,  as  if  I 
Muid,  The  love  of  God  was  a  bare  thing. 

An».  Those  were  not  my  words,  nor  did  my  words  so  sig- 
nify ;  but  my  words  were,  That  it  is  not  by  bare  loving  (or 
more  loving,  or  only  loving)  that  God  makes  a  man  right- 
coufl ;  which  is  very  true  and  manifest ;  for  there  is,  besides 
liifl  love  (in  and  through  that  love)  the  sending  of  his  Son, 
and  rovealing  of  his  Son,  drawing  to  and  transplanting  into 
hia  Hon,  to  nuike  holy  and  righteous  in  him.    For  holiness. 
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though  it  may  be  distinguished,  yet  it  cauuot  be  divided 
from  righteousness;  nor  can  a  man  possibly  be  righteous  in 
God's  sight,  u-nless  he  be  also  holy  in  some  measure.  His 
reflecting  words  hereupon  I  pass  by,  though  very  unjustly 
and  unchristianly  cast  upon  me  (without  any  just  occasion 
^ven  him  by  words),  which  I  desire  the  Lord  may  make 
him  sensible  of,  that  he  may  be  forgiven  it. 

lie  blameth  me  for  saying,  We  make  no  finite  thing  our 
righteousness,  and  yet  he  saith.  We  make  the  measure  of 
the  Spirit  (which  each  member  of  Christ  receives)  our 
righteousness. 

Ans.  A  measure  liath  the  same  nature  with  the  fulness. 
A  measure  of  the  Spirit  and  life,  of  the  grace  and  truth 
which  comes  from  Jesus  Christ,  hath  the  same  nature  that 
the  fulness  hath.  All  the  life,  all  the  new  creation  that 
comes  from  him,  and  dwells  in  him,  is  righteous,  and  found 
righteous  wherever  it  is  found.  Yet  I  do  not  remember 
that  we  have  thus  expressed  it,  that  that  measure  is  our 
righteousness;  but  it  is  he  who  is  the  fulness,  who  is  re- 
vealed in  that  measure;  and  it  is  he  wiio  is  our  righteous- 
ness, our  wisdom,  our  sanctification,  our  redemption ;  but 
it  is  in  the  holy,  pure  measure  of  the  heavenly  gift  that  he  is 
made  thus  of  God  to  us,  not  out  of  it. 

lie  saith.  The  Lord  our  righteousness  redeems  us,  not 
properly  by  the  life  and  Spirit  of  his  Godhead;  though  that 
was  in  the  work,  supporting,  enabling  him,  and  canying 
him  up,  in  that  great  undei-takiug;  but  by  the  death  and 
sufferings  of  his  manhood. 

Ans.  This  is  strange  doctrine,  to  make  the  manhood  the 
main  Redeemer,  and  the  life  and  Spirit  of  the  Godhead  but 
the  supporter  and  earner  up  of  the  man  in  the  work  of  re- 
demption; whereas  it  was  the  Word  which  created  all, 
which  also  redeemed;  he  that  left  his  glorj',  and  made  him- 
self of  no  reputation,  but  came  in  the  form  of  a  servant,  to 
do  the  will.  It  wiis  the  Spirit  and  life  of  the  Father  (even 
the  eternal  Son)  which  took  up  that  body,  appeared  in  that 
bodv,  oftered  it  up  a  pure  and  acceptable  sacrifice  to  the 
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Father,  fini-shing  tLe  work  tberan  which  the  Father  gave 
Lim  to  do.    John  xviL  4,  a. 

lie  jiaitli,  ^hall  we  think  to  answer  the  law  bj  onr  obe- 
dience ? 

Awi.  We  do  not  look  upon  the  law  of  Moses,  which  was 
given  to  the  Jew  outward,  to  be  the  dispensation  of  the  new 
covenant,  or  to  be  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Je- 
f^us;  but  those  who  are  in  the  new  covenant,  and  have  6od*d 
law  written  in  their  hearts,  and  his  fear  pnt  there,  which 
preserveth  from  departing  from  him,  and  his  Spirit  put 
within  them,  to  cause  them  to  walk  in  his  ways,  and  to 
keep  his  statutes  and  judgments,  and  do  them;  and  who 
live  in  the  Spirit,  and  walk  not  afker  the  flesh,  but  after  the 
Spirit, — ^the  rigliteousness  of  the  law  is  fulfilled  in  these.  Yet 
tliey  do  not  nui*in"fy  a^d  cry  np  their  own  obedience  (nor 
call  it  their  righteousness),  but  him  from  whom  their  obe- 
dience conies.  For  in  the  measure  of  his  grace  and  living 
truth  the  soul  is  one  with  him;  and  all  that  he  is,  and  all 
that  he  hath  done,  is  theirs;  and  it  is  he  himself  that  is  the 
righteousness  of  all  that  are  in  him:  and  they  that  abide  in 
him  partake  of  his  righteousness  from  day  to  day,  which 
floweth  in  like  a  stream  upon  them. 

I  wish  he  cDuUl  consider  in  what  spirit  it  is  that  he  calls 
the  white  stone  a  ticket  for  the  righteousness.  Doth  he 
know  the  white  stone  with  the  new  name?  It  is  no  less  than 
the  foundation-stone,  than  the  righteousness  itself;  and 
what  doth  he  talk  of  bringing  that  as  a  ticket  for  the  right- 
eousness? 

He  seemoth  to  pass  by  some  things  (which  I  speak  in  ten- 
der love  and  weigh tiness  of  spirit  to  him)  as  the  judgment 
of  man  in  his  day;  but  let  him  take  heed,  when  he  comes 
to  appear  before  God,  he  then  [will]  find  it  was  the  judgment 
of  God's  Spirit  in  the  light  of  his  day;  which  day  is  inward 
and  8i)iritual,  which  believers  are  to  hasten  to,  and  which 
approacheth  in  every  heart,  as  the  night  spendeth  and  pass- 
cth  away.  And  all  true  Christians  and  believera  ought  to 
wait  for  the  passing  away  of  the  night,  and  the  dawning  of 
this  day,  and  the  arising  of  the  day-star  in  their  hearts. 
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He  saitb,  Christ  is  now  ready  to  be  revealed. 

All:*.  I  believe  he  is  to  bo  revealed  further,  and  in  fuller 
glorj-;  but  he  id  truly  already  revealed  as  the  Saviour,  Shep- 
heixl,  and  Bishop  of  the  soul ;  and  many  are  gathered  home 
to  their  resting-place  in  him,  which,  while  they  were  scat- 
tered up  and  down  upon  the  barren  mountains  (before  the 
Shepherd  appeared  and  made  himself  manifest)  they  could 
not  find. 

He  seems  to  strike  at  the  peace  and  joy  which  is  of  God, 
and  to  give  it  a  dash,  Because  minds  estranged  from  the 
enlighteuings  and  convictions  of  Crod  have  much  peace  in 
their  ways,  and  such  are  under  delusions. 

Ans.  We  do  not  tell  men  of  the  peace  and  joy  we  have 
in  our  God  boastingly ;  but  in  a  faithful  way  of  testimony 
conceniiug,  and  invitation  to,  what  we  once  wanted^  but 
now  have  found,  under  the  leadings  of  the  true  Shepherd, 
And  the  peace  and  joy  which  he  gives,  is  an  evidence  and 
assurance  in  the  hearts  of  those  to  whom  it  is  given  by  liim. 
And  they  that  liave  been  greatly  distressed  for  want  of  the 
Lord,  and  his  powerful  arm  of  salvation,  having  met  with 
it,  it  riscth  up  from  life  in  them  to  testify  and  say  to  others, 
Lo!  this  is  our  Grodj  we  luive  waited  for  /i/m,  and  we  xcill  be  fflad 
wul  rejoice  ifi  his  salcation.  And  oh  that  ye  also  were  stripped 
of  this  dead,  notional,  comprehensive  knowledge  concern- 
ing the  Saviour!  That  ye  might  meet  with  the  Saviour  him- 
self, and  receive  that  knowledge  from  him  which  is  life 
eternal.  And  this,  with  the  time  peace  and  joy  thereof  from 
bim,  ye  would  lind  no  delusion. 

He  speaketh,  Of  suffering  loss,  and  of  plirases  and  ex- 
pressions: Better  (said  he)  to  suffer  loss  in  these,  than  them- 
selves to  be  destroyed. 

Aus.  Let  him  apply  this  home.  Oh  that  he  saw  how 
tfaose  phrased  and  expressions,  and  imaginary  knowledge, 
wliich  he  hath  brought  forth  in  this  letter,  stand  in  his  way 
to  hinder  the  true  knowledge ;  and  that  he  cannot  possibly 
reeeive  the  true  knowledge  without  being  emptied  of  these, 
and  parting  with  them  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus;  and  without  the  tru<^  ki\^^\- 
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edge  of  Jesnd,  men  cannot  bat  perish,  and  be  overtaken 
with  deritruction. 

Then  for  being  helpful  to  establish  persons  in  grace. 

And.  Such  kind  of  doctrines  as  these  do  not  tend  thereto. 

They  may  establish  men  in  snch  a  notion  of  grace  as  he 
hath  formed ;  but  they  neither  tend  to  lead  to,  nor  establish 
in,  the  grace  itsclt^  but  keep  men  from  it.  Nay,  lean  truly 
Hay  it  from  him  that  la  true,  tliat  he  himself  cannot  receive 
the  grace,  the  thing  itself,  till  he  part  with  these  notions. 
And  oh  that  he  might  know  the  stone  cut  out  of  the  moun- 
tain without  hands  to  dash  his  image !  that  the  Living  One 
(who  gives  life)  might  be  received  by  him,  in  that  measure 
of  grace  and  truth  which  he  inwardly  dispenses  to  all  that 
travel  out  of  the  darkness  of  their  own  imaginations  and 
conceivings  upon  the  Scriptnres  into  his  pure  light. 

The  main  reason  he  giveth  why  he  is  not  satisfied  with 
that  which  I  sent  him,  concerning  the  snm  and  substance 
of  the  true  religion,  is;  because  it  tights  with  his  notions, 
even  a  stating  of  our  righteousness  with  God,  according  to 
his  imagination;  which  is  absolutely  a  mere  dream,  which 
he  hath  dreamed  of  in  the  night,  and  not  seen  in  the  light 
of  the  day.  For  the  cry  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  in  the 
gospel-day;  "Open  ye  the  gates,  that  the  righteous  nation, 
which  keepeth  the  truth,  may  enter  in."  This  is  the  truth, 
as  God  hath  revealed  by  his  own  Spirit,  in  this  our  day;  bnt 
to  say  this  speaks  of  our  state  in  him,  without  witnessing  it 
in  ourselves,  is  but  a  mere  dream ;  and  men  cannot  bring 
forth  fruit  to  God,  nor  be  lovely  and  pleasing  in  his  eyes, 
but  as  their  fallow  ground  is  ploughed  up,  the  thorns,  this- 
tles, briars,  and  that  which  is  unclean  and  unholy,  removed. 

Christ,  he  saith,  is  the  heavenly  man,  and  mansion  in 
whom  we  are  thus  blessed,  and  in  whom  we  sit  down  in  a 
state  of  i^est  and  reconciliation,  heavenly  and  divine,  before 
and  without  the  consideration  of  any  works  of  righteous- 
ness which  we  have  wrought,  &c. 

Ans.  Khe  means  this  concerning  the  full  sitting  down  in 
rest,  it  is  directly  contraiy  to  scripture.  For  none  sit  down 
in  that  full  rest,  before  and  without  consideration  of  works 
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of  righteousnefls  wrought  by  them.  For  that  great  judg- 
ment is  a  time  of  reudering  to  every  man  according  to  his 
works.  Rest  is  the  reward  of  the  traveller,  and  his  travels 
are  not  despised,  but  considered  in  his  reward.  Mark ;  ev- 
ery one  that  improved  the  talent,  had  a  reward  from  his 
lord.  "  And  come  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the 
kingdom  prepared  for  you:  for  I  was  an  hungered,  and  ye 
gave  me  meat,"  &c.  Mat.  xxv.  And  the  apostle  is  of  the 
same  mind  with  Christ,  when  he  saith,  "It  is  a  righteous 
thing  with  God,  to  recompense  tribulation  to  them  that 
trouble  you,  and  to  you  rest,"  &c.  2  Thes.  i.  6,  7.  So  that  • 
j'^ersons  do  not  sit  down  in  eternal  blessedness  in  Christ, 
before  or  without  consideration  of  any  works  wrought  by 
them. 

And  then  for  sitting  down  in  an  heavenly,  divine  state  of 
righteousness,  rest,  and  peace  in  him  here;  it  is  a  glorious 
state  to  be  travelled  to.  There  must  be  a  translating  out  of 
the  kingdom  of  darkness,  into  the  kingdom  of  the  dear  Son 
first.  The  kingdom  must  firet  be  come,  and  the  soul  pre- 
pared to  enter  into  it,  at  the  gate  which  the  Spirit  opens  to 
him  in  the  way  of  the  gospel.  For  it  is  one  thing  to  know 
somewhat  of  Christ,  and  to  begin  to  become  a  disciple; 
and  another  thing  to  learn  of  him  so  to  deny  a  man's  own 
wisdom  and  will,  as  to  come  to  receive  and  be  born  of  that 
which  is  true  and  living  of  him;  and  to  learn  to  wait  aright 
for  the  opening  of  the  gate,  and  entering  into  the  kingdom 
and  land  of  life,  and  to  be  prepared  to  sit  down  with  him. 

For  there  is  a  state  of  discipleship,  wherein  a  man  hardly 
knoweth  a  settlement,  so  much  as  how  to  watch  with  Christ 
rightly  and  constantly;  but  it  is  a  great  matter  to  be  able 
to  dwell  and  abide  with  him.  None  can  do  tins,  but  he  that 
can  dwell  icUh  detoxvrivg  fire  and  everlasting  burnings:  for  the 
pure  word  of  life  is  a  fire,  and  he  that  sits  down  in  the 
heavenly  place  in  him,  must  sit  down  in  that  fire. 

This  he  reckons  the  firm,  stable  state,  which  indeed  is  no 
state  at  all.  There  is  not  a  state  in  Christ  without  being  in 
Christ;  and  then  the  state  is  according  to  the  soul's  being 
in  Christ:  for  then  the  work  of  regeneration,  the  vfott^l 
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\r  -111*  1,  i-t  •'r^i.**    'i.-HT  »  f^nna  jnttraiT  Mstc  in^iiiapii^ 

V  t.ir-''-»«r  .*  iiT  -r  -^  .t  .  ia«c  /T5«c fT^ux  la/jr  ■  1mi  is  <»f  God 
•1  :  Ti^     F:«*  lit  **  i'^  ii»"i    f  tUH^  h'*'  ijut  ^remr  ^io^^oimbU 

V  :  ■  L  r^.r.jrvi  iutt  /Trf^-^ri  "iar  VL»'^  if  i*^,  ^V,  tkat  » 
T^'Tir:-*:  i  •-.•!  mi  f-n»L—Ti.i»€ri  kl  txict  ^  mrr^ns^t  ovt 
•«'  -  '1-  A-iiL  *»  .'zm  y^  zin  zrzii  f^eiimr  jtiiC  kzKw^d^  of 
♦: '.  •  ;  v.--  i^-w  i_^.:  -  t:^^  air  c  zih  x»*Tr  cr-r-^TATit:  and  the 
A  ' '  •  'tr.-r  «!'  '  T^.  1  1  rv:*t*iiiJ!-':y-  r'Tv-r.  "j.t  il^  t:j»"1i  all  o<v 
•-1.-^'  ■"  ♦_  •:  '.i'-*^  •":..*  viJ-:  t:».«'_  i't^  ax»i  •L^  sj-rinklinjr  of 
^Lr  '  •  '^  L.:  i  TL*  ?^'"-^;-r^.  ^  TT^rc  rrc«cfiTjc--«i.  TLi>  is  the 
i^TT,  'l-iA^-F-ij  .:  -It:  L»-«ri  J<=>i*^  ^.**Lri?:t*  wi.u4i  be  bath 
--'••  -^.--tr^i  f  ^  iJI  i:r  zuri*-  kn-rwT.  ic  tie  demon^^tration 
'A  Ll-r  ?;  :H:  wU  1  -^111  -rind  frrevcr:  v^Lefea?  iiien*^:  ap- 
J  r*-:,*:?.-:  :.»  aV.  Tt  :r  -:•*  li^i  £s.  ^LivL  they  bave  fathered 
ar.l  '.Y/r.-j-rtL'^i^i-rd  •::  tl-rir-T^rrrc*  om  of  tbe  ScriptQres  (in 
*' '-  •'-]  I^'""^*  ''-^-^  ^'*"  tL-e-ir  t^nral  nEaf^on  and  nnderstand- 
\i.'^  .  &•':  b:t  •ir«i:..'i,  a:.»i  wi'.l  vanish  even  in  tbeir  own 
h'iif*--  if  e^'frr  the  tn^  Y.-^.hX  aH^^  tLere. 

He  '^ixxxiu,  Tills  ^ute  can  never  bilU  nor  be  finally  &Ilen 
fror/i. 

Atj*'.  Tli^^re  is  a  way  of  comiusr  to  CTirist,  and  there  is  a 
y^ay  of  ifre*Kfr\-ation  in  Christ-  For  there  is  a  power  that 
vi'i\('i*\ii^\  and  men  are  preserve<l  by  that  power  in  subjec- 
tion to  it.  And  80  every  one,  thai  ikintetk  he  sfamleiky  is  to 
fmr^  find  to  take  heed  le*(  he  fall;  and  not  to  boast  and  say,  / 
am  in  a  niaU  of  juifOfieatitm^  Khirh  Infirm  and  amnot  be  moved; 
iiud  it  cannot  fall,  nor  be  finally  fallen  from.  *'For  ye  arc 
k<'pt  by  the  power  of  God,  through  faith  unto  salvation." 
K<«p  to  the  jjower  which  preserves,  "hold  that  fest  which 
I  lion  hunt,  let  no  man  take  thy  crown."  Keep  the  faith, 
iiiakn  not  whipwrcck  of  it,  and  of  a  good  conscience.  Oh 
thiit  nnMi  knew  the  right  doctrine  and  way  of  coming  to 
< -liriHt!  which  thoy  cannot  do,  till  they  are  taught  of  the 
KiitluM',  J<»hn  vi.  45.  and  the  right  doctrine  and  way  of 
Ktun<llnj<  and  abiding  in  him.    For  truly  men's  professed 
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coming  to  Christ,  believing  and  standing  at  this  daj*,  is  gen- 
erally notional,  outward,  without;  but  not  in  the  inward 
life  and  power  itself,  without  which  no  man  can  come  to 
him,  nor  stand  nor  abide  in  him. 

He  chargeth  us.  With  setting  ifp  a  covenant  of  works;  aU 
^mys  doing  ami  never  done;  a  covenant  to  he  performed  by  uSy 
for  ourselves  J  not  by  Christ  for  its. 

Ans.  I  would  he  saw  in  the  true  light  how  unjust  and 
untrue  this  charge  is.  For  the  Lord  God  of  life  knoweth 
that  he  himself  hath  taught  us  the  new  covenant,  and 
thereby  taught  us  to  wait  upon  himself  in  his  Son,  to  work 
all  our  works  in  us  and  for  us;  and  this  we  daily  experi- 
ence, that  we  can  work  nothing,  but  as  he  works  in  us. 
Therefore  our  whole  course  is  a  waiting  on  him  in  stillness, 
to  witness  him  appearing  and  doing  all  in  us;  and  blessed 
be  his  name,  we  do  not  wait  in  vain.  But  if  he  think  all 
works  are  excluded  out  of  the  new  covenant,  he  greatly  err- 
eth ;  for  the  works  of  God's  Spirit  are  required  and  have  a 
place  therein ;  and  God  and  Christ  (the  King  and  Shepherd) 
is  the  Judge  of  his  people  in  the  new  covenant,  and  justiii- 
eth  or  condemneth  according  to  the  law  thereof.  In  the 
taith  and  obedience  he  justifieth;  in  the  unbelief  and  diso- 
bedience he  condemns,  without  respect  of  persons. 

And  it  is  a  precious  thing  in  the  gospel  ministmtion  to 
come  to  God,  the  Judge  of  all,  and  to  witness  true  judgment 
set  up  by  God  in  a  man's  own  heart;  that  by  the  ministra- 
tion of  the  pure  judgment  there,  the  soul  may  come  to  learn 
righteousness,  of  the  holy  Teacher  and  Shepherd,  even  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  just  and  faithful  under  his  Fa- 
ther, in  the  impartial  ministration  of  the  new  covenant. 

Hereupon  several  charges  he  brings  against  us,  through 
liis  own  mistakes  and  misapphrehensions  of  us. 

As,  First,  That  our  doctrine  implies  free-will  and  power 
in  the  creature. 

Ans.  We  have  never  experienced  free-will  nor  power,  as 
of  ourselves,  but  as  we  have  been  turned  to  God's  power, 
and  receive<l  it  from  him ;  nor  did  we  ever  testify  to  others, 
that  they  could  receive  and  embrace  tnitli  in  their  own  wvU^ 
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and  by  their  own  power.  Oh  that  this  person  had  trne  dis- 
cerning of,  and  were  severed  from,  that  spirit  which  thns 
chargeth  nsl  For  whoever  receives  this  testimony  concern, 
ing  the  inwanl  light  of  our  Lord  Jesas  Christ,  shall  never 
find  himself  able  to  do  anything  therein  by  his  own  will 
and  power;  but  there  witncsseth  God's  begetting  him  out 
of  his  own  will,  by  the  life  and  power  of  truth. 

Secondly,  He  chargeth  it.  That  it  maketh  the  election 
of  God  altogether  frustraueous. 

Ans.  Election  of  the  seed,  in  the  seed,  it  doth  not  at  all 
make  frustraneoiis;  but  men's  wrong  apprehensions  con« 
cerning  election  out  of  the  seed,  the  true  doctrine  of  election 
doth  not  consist  with.  He  hnih  chosen  us  in  kim.  So  (hat 
in  him^  to  wit,  in  Christy  the  choice  is;  and  he  that  will  make 
his  election  sure,  must  make  the  seed  sure  to  him;  growing  in 
the  nature  thereoi^  wherein  the  election  is  to  the  truly  obe- 
dient. 

He  saith.  Our  righteousness  with  God  is  the  foundation. 

Ans.  But  is  there  not  somewhat,  which  is  the  foundation 
of  our  righteousness  with  God?  And  can  we  be  righteous 
with  God,  till  we  come  to  that  foundation,  and  be  made 
righteous  by  it?  Must  we  not  firat  believe  in  him?  And  is 
not  faith  a  gift  which  comes  from  the  holy  root,  and  maketh 
a  change  in  them  in  whom  this  git1t  is  found?  Doth  not 
faith  make  a  difference  between  them  that  believe,  and  theni 
thai  bclicce  not?  So  that,  so  soon  as  ever  there  is  true  faith, 
and  it  thus  works,  the  state  is  changed;  and  there  is  no  justi- 
fication before  faitli.  For  in  the  unbelief  is  the  condemna- 
tion for  ever.  "He  that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  al- 
ready."  And  what!  is  he  justified  there  too,  at  the  same 
time?  Was  Abraham,  our  father,  justified  in  the  unbelief 
and  disobedience,  or  in  believing  and  obeying  God?  For 
what  saith  the  scripture?  "Abraham  believed  God,  and  it 
was  counted  to  him  for  righteousness." 

That  which  I  spoke  of,  he  saith,  Is  but  the  fruit  and 
superstructure. 

Ans.  When  Christ  directs  men  to  the  seed  of  the  king- 
dom,  doth  he  dii'cct  unto  the  fruit  aud  superstructure?  I 
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spoke  there  of  the  seed,  of  the  light,  of  the  holy  Spirit,  of 
the  quickening  virtue ;  is  that  the  the  superstracture  ?  Or  18 
that  the  fruit  of  men's  being  made  righteous?  Nay;  must 
they  not  turn  to  that,  receive  that,  believe  in  that,  even  in  the 
light  of  God's  Spirit  (for  they  are  the  true  and  right  believ- 
ers), before  a  man  can  come  to  be  made  righteous,  or  ac- 
counted righteous  in  the  eyes  of  the  Loi  J?  For  none  are 
righteous,  but  in  him ;  and  all  are  out  of  him,  till  they  be 
gathered  into  him. 

lie  instanceth  in  one  passage  of  mine  (in  a  book  entitled, 
"The  Sum  or  Substance  of  our  Religion,  who  are  called 
Quakers") — ^the  words  are  these:  This  is  the  sum  of  all, 
even  to  know  and  experience  what  is  to  be  brouglit  down 
into  death,  and  kept  in  death ;  what  to  be  brought  up  out 
of  the  gmvc,  to  live  to  God,  and  reign  in  his  dominion ;  and 
what  to  be  kept  in  subjection  and  obedience  to  him,  who  is 
to  reign.  Now  to  experience  it  thus  done  in  the  heart,  the 
flesh  brought  down,  the  seed  of  life  raised,  and  the  soul 
subject  to  the  pure,  heavenly  power,  whose  right  it  is  to 
reign  in  the  heart,  in  and  by  the  seed, — this  is  a  blessed  state 
indeed;  for  here  the  work  is  done,  &c.  These  were  my 
words. 

Now  mind:  God  is  the  teacher  in  the  new  covenant. 
Now  he  that  hath  learned  this  of  him,  hath  he  not  learned 
the  true  religion  ?  And  is  not  this  a  full  sum  and  substance 
of  religion?  When  the  apostle  saith,  "Pure  religion,  and 
undeliled  before  God,  is  to  visit  the  fatherless,"  &c.  Alas! 
might  this  spirit  have  said  against  the  blessed  apostle,  that 
is  not  the  pure  religion  (not  the  sum  or  substance  of  pure 
and  undefiled  religion),  that  is  but  a  fruit  or  superstructure ! 
Oh  that  men  had  true  sense  and  understanding!  That  they 
might  savor  the  words  that  come  from  God's  Spirit,  and 
the  words  that  come  from  their  own  spirit ;  and  might  not 
be  oftended  at  that  which  is  true,  pure,  and  living  of  him. 
'  But  having  disliked  this  sum,  he  giveth  one  of  his  own, 
in  these  words  following:  I  say,  the  sum,  and  that  which 
fii-st  and  mainly  imports  us  to  know,  as  the  Lord  hath 
taught  me,  is;  That  the  old  man  is  crucified  with  Christy 
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and  brouglit  down  into  his  grave,  and  that  we  are  risen  to- 
gether with  him,  by  the  faith  of  the  operation  of  God ;  and 
from  this  fiiith  to  be  working  with  God ;  to  mortify  our 
members  that  are  on  the  earth. 

Ana.  Doth  not  Christ  send  his  apostles  to  pi'each  the  gos- 
pel, and  give  them  this  message,  *'That  God  is  light;"  and 
to  turn  their  minds  to  tlie  true  light,  tliat  they  might  be 
enlightened  by  it?  Doth  it  not  import  men  first  to  know 
that  whereby  they  might  be  crucified,  before  they  can 
know  themselves  crucified  thereby?  So  that  Christ  did 
judge  this  as  the  first  thing  necessary  to  be  known  in  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel ;  and  bid  men  preach  the  light,  and 
turn  men  to  the  light,  and  to  the  inward  appearance  and 
voice  of  God's  word  in  their  hearts.  And  what!  are  men 
risen  together  with  him,  by  the  faith  of  the  operation  of 
God,  while  they  are  yet  in  their  sins,  in  their  ungodly  state? 
And  how  can  any  witness  the  faith  of  the  operation  of  God 
in  this  state?  Now  it  had  been  better  he  had  forborne  af- 
firming, that  the  Lord  taught  him  thus ;  for  truly  the  Lord 
never  taught  any  thus.  This  is  not  truth  from  God,  nor 
will  it  be  owned  by  the  Lord  aw  his  truth,  when  he  comes 
to  appear  before  him ;  and  he  should  have  took  it  to  him- 
self, and  not  have  put  the  name  of  the  Lord  to  it. 

But  against  this  his  own  doctrine,  he  raiseth  an  objection 
in  these  words;  Shall  we  mortify  that  which  is  mortified 
already  ? 

Ilis  answer  is;  The  old'  man  which  is  crucified  together 
\yith  Christ,  is  the  state  of  the  flesh,  and  of  enmity.  This 
is  past  away,  and  in  this  is  the  concern  of  our  righteous- 
ness, and  justification  properly. 

That  which  remains' to  be  mortified,  are  our  membera 
upon  earth,  which  are  the  fruits  of  that  evil  state;  and  in 
the  mortifying  of  these,  is  the  concern  of  our  sanctificatiou. 
The  will  of  God  is  done  in  heaven,  &c. 

Ans.  Paul  speaks  of  the  law  of  sin  in  his  membci^s;  and 
he  also  speaks  of  the  body  of  death,  and  cries  out  against 
that;  "Oh  wretched  man  that  I  am,"  saith  he,  "who  shall 
deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death?"  lie  felt  somewhat 
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that  nourished  and  gave  strength  to  the  law  of  sin  in  his 
memhersy  and  looked  upon  himself  as  wretched,  till  he 
could  meet  with  deliverance  therefrom.  Now  some  are  of 
opinion  that  there  is  no  being  delivered  from  the  body  of 
sin,  while  in  this  life.  Dost  th^ju  look  upon  it  to  be  done 
in  Christ,  for  us,  without  us;  but  never  to  be  done  by 
Christ  in  us?  Let  me  tell  thee,  if  ever  thou  come  to  witness 
the  pure,  eternal  light  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  revealed  in 
thee;  that  will  not  find  out  some  members  on  earth  only, 
but  the  very  body  thereof;  and  show  thee  the  necessity  of 
the  putting  off  that  body  from  thee,  and  that  circumcision 
whereby  it  is  to  be  done,  which  is  the  circumcision  of 
Christ  Mark  the  promise  of  the  new  covenant:  "I  will 
circumcise  thine  heart,  and  the  heart  of  thy  seed,  to  love 
the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thine  heart,  that  thou  maycst 
live."  Is  not  this  the  circumcision  of  Christ?  Doth  not  this 
cut  oft*  the  body  of  the  sins  of  the  flesh,  in  the  particular 
where  this  is  witnessed  ?  This  is  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus, 
even  "to  put  off  the  old  man  with  his  deeds."  It  doth  not 
say,  llie  body  is  put  off  in  Christ  without  us^  and  men  must 
only  put  oft*  the  members  or  thefts;  but,  they  must  put  off  the 
body^  and  come  to  witness  in  themselves  the  very  nature, 
spirit,  root,  and  principle  from  whence  they  proceed,  cut 
down  and  destroyed  in  them.  They  must  feel  the  axe  laid 
to  the  root  of  the  corrupt  tree,  and  it  cut  down  in  them  (not 
think  it  enough  to  say,  it  is  done  in  Christ  for  them);  yea, 
they  must  also  witness  the  Lord  arising  to  shake  taribly  the 
earth,  in  which  the  tree  grew ;  that  so  the  place  of  dragons 
and  serpents  (where  each  lay  in  times  past)  may  hencefor- 
ward become  the  place  of  holiness;  where  grass  may  grow, 
and  the  new  plants  and  flowers  of  the  paradise  of  God. 

And  how  is  the  will  of  God  done  in  heaven  ?  Is  it  done  in 
heaven  after  this  manner  ?  Have  mercy  and  righteousness 
the  preeminence,  the  leading  of  the  van?  (they  are  his 
own  words)  and  said  to  go  before,  and  look  down  from 
heaven  after  this  manner  (the  body  of  sin  being  put  oft'  in 
Christ  there)?  Are  there  not  those  here  on  earth,  who  dwell 
in  heaven  ?  whose  conversation  is  in  heaven ;  even  the  \v\V 
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nested  to  God's  holy  truth,  who  are  ascended  up  above  the 
spirit  of  this  world,  and  dwell  in  God's  holy  Spirit;  and 
who  walk  in  the  light,  as  God  is  in  the  light?  Hell  is  not 
far  from  the  wicked;  nor  is  heaven  &r  from  them  who  are 
renewed  in  the  spirits  of  their  minds,  and  who  witness  the 
passing  away  of  the  old  things,  and  the  new  creation  in 
Christ.  Oh  that  he  could  look  back  (in  a  true  sense)  and 
see  how  he  hath  wrested  those  scriptures !  Psal.  Ixxxv.  9, 
10,  11.  Isa.  iv.  2.  and  Ephes.  ii.  6.  after  his  own  imagina- 
tions :  and,  indeed,  in  this  spirit,  men  cannot  but  turn  the 
precious  truth  of  God  into  a  lie;  that  is,  as  to  themselves, 
as  to  their  own  knowledge  of  it.  It  is  known  how  the 
branch  of  tlie  Lord  is  beautiful  and  glorious,  and  the  fruit 
of  the  earth  excellent  and  comely,  and  in  what  day  it  is  so ; 
which  day  is,  When  the  Lord  sliall  have  washed  away  the 
filth  of  the  daughter  of  Zion,  and  shall  have  purged  the 
blood,  Ac,  by  the  spirit  of  judgment,  and  by  the  spirit  of 
burning.  Isa.  iv.  4.  Then  every  one  that  is  left  shall  be 
called  holy,  and  the  branch  of  the  Lord  shall  be  glorious  in 
the  midst  of  them,  and  the  fruits  of  the  earth  excellent  and 
comely  for  them.  And  then  they  that  ai-e  thus  purged, 
shall  sit  with  Christ  in  the  heavenly  places;  there  being  an 
abundant  entrance  ministered  to  them  into  the  everlasting 
kingdom.     2  Pet.  i.  11. 

Thirdly,  lie  chargeth  it  witli  making  the  obedience  and 
sufferings  of  Christ  superfluous,  except  only  as  a  pattern. 

Ans.  Christ  came  to  do  the  Father's  will ;  to  ol>ey,  to  suf- 
fer, to  taste  death  for  evert/  man  ;  to  fight  with  and  overcome 
the  devil ;  to  offer  a  holy,  spotless  sacrifice  for  all  man- 
kind, that  through  him  they  might  witness  atonement  and 
acceptance.  And  the  Lord  saw  the  use  of  this,  and  we  wit- 
ness the  use  of  this,  and  find  eveiy  thing  in  its  proper  place 
and  service  in  him,  who  is  God's  covenant  of  life  and  peace 
in  us,  and  to  us.  But  the  work  of  this  day  is  not  to  preach 
up  a  notional  knowledge  of  these  things  (the  Christian 
world,  so  called,  hath  been  drowned  and  dead  in  them  long 
enough),  but  to  bring  to  that  measure  of  the  Spirit,  to  that 
sense  oi grace  and  truth^  which  is  come  by  Jesus  Christ;  where- 
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iu  the  benefit  of  theae  things  is  truly  reaped  and  enjoyed; 
and,  indeed,  that  is  the  work  committed  unto  us  from  the 
Lord,  who  gave  us  this  testimony  to  bear,  whatever  men 
may  think  or  speak  of  us. 

And  whereas  he  speaks  of  our  laying  hold  of  passages,  in 
bis  printed  sermons,  to  favor  our  cause: 

Ans.  That  is  his  mistake  as  to  me;  it  was  for  his  sake  I 
mentioned  it.  There  was,  indeed,  at  that  time,  somewhat 
stirring  in  him,  which  would  have  gathered  him,  had  he 
known  and  obeyed  its  voice,  and  not  run  out  into  lofty  no- 
tions concerning  it.  He  had  some  sense  then  of  a  glory 
approaching,  which  he  might  have  from  the  true  Prophet; 
though  even  then  he  ran  out  in  his  imaginations  concern- 
ing it,  and  did  not  rightly  apprehend,  nor  know  how  and 
when  it  appeared. 

He  hath  further  charges  against  us;  Of  crying  up  works 
against  the  work-man;  man's  grace  and  righteousness 
against  God's;  conformity  to  Christ  against  Christ;  yea,  to 
make  a  Christ  of  our  righteousness,  a  Saviour  of  our  con- 
formity. 

Ans.  Oh,  what  will  this  man  do,  when  the  Lord  shall 
show  unto  him  that  he  hath  charged  not  so  much  us,  as  the 
Spirit  and  power,  and  precious  appearance  of  the  Lord  Je- 
sus Christ,  with  these  things!  We  cry  up  works  no  other- 
wise than  we  are  taught  of  God,  and  as  the  apostles  and 
prophets  have  cried  them  up.  Faith  is  necessary,  and 
works  are  necessary  in  their  places;  and  the  justification  of 
each  follows  them.  And  he  that  receiveth  the  Spirit  of  the 
Son,  and  therein  doth  righteousness,  is  therein  esteemed  of 
God  righteous,  as  the  Son  is  righteous.  1  John  iii.  7.  God 
ustifieth  us  in  his  Son,  and  loveth  bis  holy  seed  too  there- 
in, and  the  faith  that  comes  from  him,  and  all  the  works 
that  are  wrought  in  him;  and  out  of  this  holy  root  of  life 
and  power,  is  no  man,  nor  his  faith,  nor  his  works  justified. 

Then  for  man's  grace  and  righteousness.  Where  doth 
he  hear  us  speak  of  man's  grace  ?  Oh !  what  doth  he  mean  ? 
Will  he  misrepresent  the  cause  of  his  neighbor  or  brother, 
to  make  it  bad?   And  for  man's  righteousness,  we  do  not 

•    Vol.  m.— ^0 
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ciy  it  up  or  put  it  on,  bat  testify  men  most  be  unclothed  of 
it;  and  we  oonelvea  were  &iu  to  part  with  it,  and  pat  it 
o^  before  we  coald  be  clothed  with  Ood*8  li^teoasness. 
Bat  the  works  of  life,  the  works  of  Ood's  Spirit,  the  works 
of  the  new  creatore,  the  woiks  of  the  new  covenant;  these 
are  not  man's  works,  nor  unrighteous  works,  condemned  by 
God;  bdt  justified  in  and  through  him  that  works  them. 
The  works  wrought  in  us  are  truly  acceptable,  and  we  in 
him  who  works  them,  who  is  our  righteousness.  And  con- 
cemiDg  this  people  (these  children  of  the  new.  covenant) 
which  the  Lord  hath  begotten  and  brought  forth  in  this  our 
day,  that  scripture  is  fufiUed  in  them,  and  upon  them : 
^*  Their  righteousness  is  of  me,  saith  the  Lord."  Isa.  liv.  17. 
Well !  as  long  as  the  Lord  saith  so,  we  matter  not  though 
others  say,  that  our  righteousness  is  of  ourselves,  and  that 
it  is  our  own  righteousness;  being  assured  that  God's  testi- 
mony in  our  hearts  (as  to  this  thing)  will  stand. 

He  aggravateth  this  charge  thus :  And  this  to  be  done  by 
those  that  have  been  so  fiir  enlightened,  and  that  account 
all  the  religion  and  profession  in  the  world  below  them  as 
carnal. 

Ans.  Indeed  we  magnify  truth,  life,  the  anointing,  the 
spiritual,  the  inward  appearance  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
to  which  we  have  been  turned,  and  in  it  made  spiritual; 
and  all  other  knowledge,  faith,  profession,  religion  (which 
hath  not  its  rise  here)  we  cannot  but  call  carnal.  For  the 
enlightening  Spirit  of  the  Lord  hath  ^ven  us  this  testimony 
to  bear,  against  all  the  dead,  notional  professors  of  this  age, 
who  build  from  the  letter  (or  rather  their  apprehensions  of 
the  letter)  out  of  the  life;  all  which  cry  up  names  of  the 
foundation  and  comer-stone ;  but  refuse,  reject,  deny,  and 
turn  from  the  comer-stone  himself;  and  have  neither  skill 
nor  patience  to  try  what  he  is,  in  this  his  pure,  precious, 
living,  powerful,  and  glorious  appearance  in  the  spiritual 
light  of  his  inward  day,  after  the  long  thick  darkness  of  the 
foregoing  night.  And  woe  would  be  unto  us,  if  we  did  not 
thus  testify !  For,  for  this  cause  we  were  bora  and  brought 
into  the  world,  to  testify  to  the  present  appearance  of  our 
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God,  and  of  his  Christ,  in  this  our  day.  GHory  to  him  who 
hath  called  and  chosen  us  to,  and  (in  a  true  and  precious 
meadure  and  degree  of  his  own  pure  life)  made  us  faithfxil 
therein. 

This  (saith  he)  is  so  far  from  giving  us  a  lift  nearer  heaven, 
that  I  cannot  more  properly  resemble  it  than  to  the  coming 
forth  of  Araalek,  who  met  Israel  by  the  way  when  they 
were  come  forth  out  of  Egypt,  and  smote  the  hindmost  of 
them,  &c, 

Ans.  Do  not  talk  of  having  a  lift  nearer  heaven.  Oh! 
leani  the  way,  the  holy  way,  the  living  way,  wherein  no 
dead,  unclean  thing  can  walk.  Learn  to  know  God's  Spirit 
in  yourselves,  from  that  which  opposeth  his  Spirit.  Yc 
have  been  long  learning,  after  your  old  conceivings  and 
apprehensions  of  the  letter;  oh!  at  length  come  to  learn 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  which  discovers  sin  and  death, 
and  the  body  of  it,  and  crucifies  and  puts  it  otf,  and  makes 
room  in  the  heart  for  him  that  is  true  and  pure. 

And  then  for  Amalek's  smiting  Israel,  oh,  how  greatly 
are  ye  mistaken!  Ye  take  yourselves  for  Israel,  and  us  for 
Amalek;  whereas,  if  your  eyes  were  anointed,  ye  would 
see  that  we  have  been  begotten  and  bom  of  God's  Spirit, 
through  the  Word  of  life,  which  was  from  the  beginning, 
wherein  we  have  been  circumcised  with  the  circumcision 
made  without  hands,  that  we  might  worship  God  in  his  own 
pure  Spirit,  and  in  his  living  truth;  and  that  our  Go8  hath 
inwardly  appeared  to  us,  and  led  us  out  of  Egypt's  land, 
and  out  of  Babylon  also,  and  all  the  lands  whereinto  we 
have  been  scattered  in  the  cloudy  and  dark  day:  and  that 
this  is  Amalek's  spirit  in  your  several  sorts  of  professors 
(through  your  dark  imaginations  and  conceivings  about  the 
letter)  which  riseth  up  against  us;  and  this  spirit  in  you 
feareth  not  that  God  who  hath  appeared,  and  by  his  own 
holy  arm  of  power  hath  led,  and  is  leading  us.  So  that  we 
may  take  up  the  complaint  of  the  prophet  in  this  day,  "Who 
hath  believed  our  report  ?  And  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the 
Lord  revealed?"  For  though  we  speak  what  we  have 
heard,  seen,  and  felt  of  the  life  which  is  eternal,  and  of  tk^ 
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"Word  whieh  was  in  the  b^nDing; "  yet  ye  are  so  far  urom 
Hie  witnesB  of  <3od  in  your  own  hearts,  that  ye  cannot  re- 
ceive our  testimony,  bnt  oppose  it  with  your  dead,  dry,  no- 
tional, conceited,  imaginary  knowledge,  which  will  stand 
yon  in  no  stead  at  all  when  ye  come  to  appear  before  Gk)d. 

Then  he  proceedeth,  complaining  against  ns  thus:  Ah, 
Sir!  instead  of  clapping  us  on  the  back,  and  ministering  to 
us  in  our  journey,  you  clog  our  march,  and  foil  ui)on  our 
rear.  Instead  of  serving  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  which  the 
church  is  now  in  travail  of,  you  deny  the  first  principles  of 
the  gospel,  and  wholly  disown,  the  hope  of  Christ's  second 
appearing  and  kingdom;  knowing  or  acknowledging,  as  no 
other  Saviour,  so  no  other  kingdbm,  but  a  principle  or  a 
Hght  in  yourselves. 

Ans.  "God  is  light,  and  in  him  is  no  darkness  at  all;  " 
and  this  is  the  message  of  the  gospel.  1  John  i.  6. 

And  Christ,  who  is  one  with  the  Father,  he  is  one  and 
the  same  light  with  him;  and  we  confess  we  look  not 
for  another  besides  him,  nor  for  another  kingdom,  besides 
the  kingdom  which  is  revealed  in  him ;  for  the  kingdom 
which  is  revealed  and  manifested  in  and  by  him,  is  the 
spiritual,  eternal,  everlasting  kingdom,  and  there  is  not  an- 
other. We  do  not  say  the  fulness,  or  that  the  full  glory  of 
the  kingdon\,  is  now  revealed  or  enjoyed  (nay,  we  confess 
we  have  but  the  earnest,  in  comparison,  but  a  measure,  a 
proportion);  but  this  is  the  same  in  nature  and  kind  with 
the  fulness  itself.  And  all  that  is  of  Christ,  of  his  Spirit,  of 
his  nature,  is  saving;  the  least  measure  of  his  grace  that  ap- 
peareth  in  any  heart  bringeth  salvation  with  it;  the  least 
touch  of  his  finger  hath  pure  life  and  saving  virtue  in  it; 
yet  this  is  not  distinct  nor  separate  from  the  fulness,  and 
so  it  is  not  another,  though  it  be  not  the  fulness. 

But  whereas  thou  complainest  of  our  not  ministering  to 
you  in  your  journey,  but  clogging  it.  Oh  that  ye  knew 
what  your  journ^  is,  and  whither  ye  are  marching  and 
travelling  in  that  present  spirit  wherein  ye  act!  We  ac* 
knowledge  it  God's  great  love  and  mercy  to  us,  to  deliver 
us  from  that  spirit,  and  from  that  way  of  knowledge,  relig- 
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ion,  and  worship  wherein  ye  still  abide.  And  what  we  have 
seen  and  known  from  the  Lord,  that  are  we  required  of  him 
to  testify  to  you ;  and  if  your  eyes  were  opened  (by  the 
principle  of  light  from  him)  in  the  holy  anointing,  ye  would 
bow  to  the  testimony;  but  judging  of  it  in  a  contrary  wis- 
dom and  spirit,  ye  not  only  turn  from  it,  but  fight  against 
it;  and  reproach  and  slander  us  for  our  faithfulness  to  the 
Lord,  and  good-will  to  you;  which  the  Lord  make  you  sen- 
sible of,  and  forgive  you,  that  at  length  ye  may  know  and 
receive  him  (who  is  the  desire  of  all  nations)  in  his  pure, . 
living,  inward,  and  spiritual  appearance. 

And  as  for  denying  the  first  principles;  that  belongs  to 
yourselves;  for  do  ye  not  deny  that  light  which  is  the  foun- 
dation of  all,  and  wherein  and  whereby  all  the  mysteries  of 
Ood's  kingdom  are  seen ;  and  instead  thereof,  set  up  a  no- 
tional, comprehensive  knowledge  of  your  own  conceiving, 
comprehending,  and  gathering^from  the  letter;  whereas  no 
man  can  understand  the  letter  but  as  he  comes  into  and 
.  abides  in  the  light?  This -we  have  experienced  in  ourselves 
formerly;  for  we  were  but  guessing  at  and  ima^ning  con- 
cerning the  letter,  until  we  were  turned  to,  and  our  minds 
gathered  into,  and  comprehended  in,  the  light  of  God's 
Spirit 

And  as  for  disowning  the  hope  of  Christ's  kingdom,  the 
Lord  knoweth  that  is  fisur  from  us;  for  we  ourselves  bless 
him  for  what  of  his  kingdom  is  already  appeared,  and  wait 
and  hope  for  the  frirther  and  fuller  appperance  thereof. 
But  this  we  confess,  another  Spirit,  another  Christ,  another 
light,  another  life,  another  power,  another  kingdom,  besides 
him  who  hath  already  appeared,  we  do  not  expect:  for  he  is 
our  King  and  kingdom  both ;  and  the  least  proportion  of  his 
life  and  Spirit  received  (bought  with  the  loss  of  all,  and  so 
purchased  and  possessed)  is  no  less  than  a  pearl  of  great 
price,  and  a  heavenly  kingdom  to  him  that  enjoyeth  it 

He  addeth  further:  If  Christ  be  but  a  principle,  then  we 
are  no  other;  and  only  principles  shall  be  saved,  and  no 
persons :  Is  this  your  gospel? 

Ans.  Christ  is  the  promised  seed,  to  which  all  the  promises 
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are,  in  which  seed  all  the  fiimilies  of  the  earth  are  Ueaeedy  as 
they  are  gathered  unto,  and  grafted  into,  him.  Bat  he  is 
not  only  the  seed,  hot  the  seedsman  alao;  who  sowetfa  of  his 
life,  of  his  nature,  of  his  Spirit,  of  his  heavenly  image,  in  the 
hearts  of  the  children  of  men.  He  giveth  a  measure  of  the 
grace  and  troth  onto  them,  the  folness  whereof  he  hath  re- 
ceived of  his  Father.  Now  this  measure  of  the  light  eternal 
is  very  precious,  and  is  that  wherein  he  appears  and  mani- 
fests himself.  Yea,  indeed,  glorious  things  are  both  spoken 
and  witnessed  of  the  seed  of  life,  of  the  seed  of  the  kingdom, 
of  the  grace  and  truth  which  comes  by  Jesus  Christ;  but  we 
never  said  that  this  seed  or  measure  of  life  is  the  fulness  it- 
self, but  that  which  the  Ailness  imparts  to  us,  and  brings  sal- 
vation home  to  our  doors  by.  And  if  any  man  will  receive 
Christ,  he  must  receive  that  firom  Christ  wherein  he  mani- 
fests himself.  There  is  a  difference  between  the  light  which 
enlighteneth  (the  fulness  of  light,  which  giveth  the  measure 
of  light,  the  measure  of  anointing  to  us),  and  the  measure  or 
l^roportion  which  is  given ,  the  one  is  Christ  himself,  the 
other  is  his  gifl ;  yet  his  gifl  is  of  the  same  nature  with  him- 
self, and  leavens  those  that  receive  it,  and  abide  in  it,  into 
the  same  nature:  so  that  not  only  the  gift  is  one  with  him, 
but  we  also  are  one  with  him  in  the  gift.  Come,  be  not 
thus  wise  after  the  flesh,  nor  do  not  strive  so  (in  thy  wis- 
dom and  knowledge  out  of  the  truth)  to  triumph  over  the 
truth,  and  truth's  testimony,  in  this  the  day  of  Qod's  great 
love,  and  glorious  arm  of  salvation,  revealed  in  the  midst  of 
his  people,  which  he  hath  gathered  out  of  Babylon,  and  the 
dark  knowledge  thereof,  into  the  light  and  kingdom  of  his 
own  dear  Bon ;  where  he  giveth  them  eternal  life,  and  of 
the  fruits  of  the  good  and  heavenly  land. 

He  addeth:  I  firmly  believe,  and  so  have  all  the  saints 
that  have  gone  before,  that  Christ  is  a  person,  and  his  Spirit 
is  a  living  principle  in  the  hearts  of  all  the  fidthful;  but  it 
is  not  the  Spirit  or  principle  in  us  that  did  redeem  ua,  but 
the  man  Christ  Jesus. 

Ans.  If  he  mean  by  the  man  Christ  Jesus,  the  second 
Adam,  the  quickening  Spirit,  the  heavenly  man,  the  Lord 
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from  heaven,  he  who  is  One  with  the  Father,  the  Word 
which  was  in  the  beginning,  which  created  all  things,  I 
grant  him  to  be  the  Redeemer;  for  it  was  he  who  laid  down 
his  glory,  wherewith  he  was  glorified  before  the  world  was, 
and  made  himself  of  no  reputation,  but  took  upon  him  the 
form  of  a  servant,  and  came  as  a  servant,  in  the  fashion  of 
a  man,  to  do  the  will.  But  if  he  distinguish  Christ  from 
this  Word  and  Spirit,  and  make  the  man's  nature  the  Sa- 
viour, and  the  Godhead  only  assistant  to  him  (as  he  seemed 
to  word  it  before,  and  as  these  his  words  seem  to  imply), 
that  I  utterly  deny.  For  so  testifieth  the  scripture,  "I  am 
the  Lord,  and  besides  me  there  is  no  Saviour.  I  am  a  just 
Ood,  and  a  Saviour,''  &c.  So  that  Christ  is  the  Saviour,  as 
he  is  one  with  God.  It  was  God's  arm  and  power  (revealed 
in  him)  that  efiects  salvation.  Yea,  if  I  may  so  speak,  his 
obedience  was  of  value,  as  it  came  from  the  Spirit,  and  it 
was  the  oftering  it  up  through  the  eternal  Spirit  that  made 
it  so  acceptable  to  God.  So  that  we.  must  not  attribute  re- 
demption originally  to  him  as  a  man,  but  as  he  came  from 
God;  and  bring  the  honor  all  back  to  the  spring  and  foun- 
tain from  whence  he  had  all,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all,  and 
the  very  kingdom  of  Christ  may  endure  and  abide  for  ever, 
in  the  root  of  life  from  whence  it  came. 

And  so  he  is  not  a  foundation  or  the  corner-stone  distinct 
from  God.  He,  as  the  foundation,  was  and  is  the  rock  of 
ages,  the  spiritual  rock,  both  before  and  since  he  took  up- 
on him  the  body  prepared  for  him.  It  is  the  Spirit,  the 
life  which  was  revealed  in  that  man  (by  which  he  did  his 
Father's  will)  which  was  and  is  the  foundation  whereupon 
all  the  living  stones  are  built.  There  is  a  foundation  of 
death,  and  that  is  the  wicked  spirit;  there  is  a  foundation 
of  life,  and  that  is  the  Iloly  Spirit,  by  which  Christ  himself 
was  led  and  guided  (in  that  his  appearance  in  the  flesh), 
which  descended  upon  him,  and  he  was  anointed  with,  and 
all  his  are  to  be  anointed  with,  and  live  in,  the  same  Spirit. 
And  he  that  knows  Christ  in  this  Spirit,  he  hath  the  true 
and  abiding  knowledge  of  him,  and  no  otherwise.  And 
though  the  names  Messiah,  Jesus,  Christ,  Saviour,  Anointed, 
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kc  were  giTea  to  him  as  in  tlie  f  esh,  or  as  man^  they  most 
properiv  and  originally  belong  to  him  with  reelect  to  the 
divine  life  and  birth  in  him,  as  the  aentrone,  and  only-be- 
gotten, proceeding  from  the  Father,  the  brightne^  of  his 
gloiy,  Ac  For  he,  as  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  was  the  spir* 
itnal  rock  before  he  took  upon  him  that  body  which  was 
prepared  for  him,  which  expressly  was  called  ^Hhe  body  of 
Jesus,"  and  which  he  called  ^^this  temple;"  and  distinctly, 
he  being  called  Jesns  Christ  come  in  the  flesh,  which  every 
spirit  that  confesseth  not,  is  not  of  God,  bat  is  that  spirit  of 
antichrist.  1  John  iv.  3. 

He  speaketh  of  sitting  on  the  throne  of  David. 

Ans.  It  is  a  great  matter  to  know  that  throne  which  Da- 
vid*s  throne  signified,  and  Christ  sitting  thereon.  His  king- 
dom, his  throne,  are  not  of  this  outward,  worldly  nature, 
but  inward  and  spiritual ;  and  his  throne  is  in  his  kingdom 
and  temple,  where  he  reigns,  and  is  worshipped.  He  that 
knoweth  Satan  dishonored  and  cast  out,  knoweth  also 
Christ  come  iu,  and  sitting  on  his  throne.  Oh  that  men 
did  give  over  their  dreaming  about  the  heavenly  glory,  and 
come  thither  in  the  leadings  of  God's  Spirit  where  it  is  re- 
vealed ! 

Was  the  scripture  written  in  vain  concerning  the  glorious 
state  of  the  gospel?  "But  we  all  with  open  &ce  beholding, 
as  in  a  glass,  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into  the 
same  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord."    2Cor.  iii.  18. 

He  putteth  up  a  prayer  for  us.  That  the  Lord  would 
awaken  us,  and  make  us  do  our  first  works,  and  return  to 
our  first  love. 

Ans.  Ah !  poor  man,  how  is  he  blinded !  not  discerning 
how  the  Lord  hath  done  this  for  us,  and  much  more.  But 
it  is  he  himself  that  hath  lost  his  first  love,  and  doth  not  do 
his  first  works;  but  is  found  short  of  that  tenderness,  quick- 
ness, and  savor  that  once  was  in  him.  Oh  that  he  might 
see  it,  and  return  to  him  whose  quickening  virtue  restores 
and  heals? 

He  coneludeth  with  the  words  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah, 
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chiq).  xiii.  ver.  15,  16, 17.  "Hear  ye,  and  give  ear?  be  not 
proud,  for  the  Lord  hath  spoken.  Give  glory  to  the  Lord 
your  God,  before  he  cause  darkness,  and  before  your  feet 
stumble  upon  the  dark  mountains;  and  while  ye  look  for 
light,  he  turn  it  into  the  shadow  of  death,  and  make  it  gross 
darkness.  But  if  ye  will  not  hear  it,  my  soul  shall  weep  in 
secret  places  for  your  pride,  and  mine  eyes  shall  weep  sore, 
and  run  down  with  tears,  because  the  Lord's  flock  is  car* 
ried  away  captive." 

Ans.  How  doth  this  man  mistake  in  his  sight  and  appli- 
cation of  scriptures,  seeing  and  applying  in  a  wrong  spirit? 
It  is  true,  the  Lord  hath  spoken ;  but  he  himself,  and  many 
such  as  he  is,  have  not  given  ear.  And  what  is  the  reason, 
but  because  they  are  exalted  above  the  pure  principle  of 
life  in  their  own  hearts?  And  are  not  such  proud?  Hath 
not  he  brought  forth  these  weapons,  these  false  charges  and 
reasonings,  in  this  paper,  against  the  heritage  of  God  in  the 
pride  of  his  heart  ?  As  for  us,  the  Lord  God  hath  humbled 
us,  and  taught  us,  who  have  learned,  and  daily  learn  of  him, 
in  the  humility,  and  in  humility  and  fear  do  we  give  forth 
our  testimony,  though  also  in  the  authority  and  majesty  of 
our  Master's  name,  whose  name  stands  over  and  is  exalted 
above  every  name,  and  his  mountain  and  gathering  is  (in 
the  pure  authority  and  power  of  his  Spirit)  above  all  other 
mountains  and  gatherings  whatsoever.  And  as  for  God's 
causing  darkness,  let  him,  and  such  as  he  is,  look  for  it; 
for  God  doth  not,  nor  will,  cause  darkness  to  them  whom 
he  hath  gathered  into  the  light  of  his  Spirit;  but^saith  to 
them.  Arise,  shine ;  for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  is  risen  upon  thee,  O  city  and  dwelling-place  of 
the  living  God !  But  those  that  know  not,  or  turn  against 
his  appearance,  and  cry  up  former  dispensations  of  the  same 
life  and  power,  but  reproach  and  blaspheme  the  present,  on 
them  doth  he  cause  the  gross  darkness  to  fall  and  cover 
them.  And  this  which  he  threateneth  us  with,  is  already 
&llen  upon  himself,  when  his  feet  are  fallen  upon  the  dark 
mountains;  and  whilst  he  looks  for  light,  he  hath  lost  that 
which  once  he  had ;  and  his  very  light  (as  he  esteems  it)  is 
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become  obacaritj  and  gross  darkness,  and  this  dark  paper 
of  his  (from  the  dark  spirit  and  principle)  makes  manifest 
to  all  that  shall  read  it  in  any  measure  of  true  sense  or  dis- 
cerning. And  truly  my  soul  doth  w«ep  in  secret  for  bis 
pride  and  height  of  spirit,  in  opposing  the  Lord,  his  truth, 
and  people.  And  tor  this  cause  shall  those,  who  have 
looked  upon  themselves  as  the  children  of  the  kingdom 
and  flock  of  Qod,  be  laid  waste;  and  know,  that  as  it  was 
a  dreadful  thing  to  oppose  Christ  Jesus,  the  Lord,  in  his 
appearance  in  flesh,  so  is  it  also  dreadful  to  oppose  his  ap> 
pearance  in  his  Spirit  and  power,  wherein  he  is  arisen  to 
set  up  his  kingdom,  and  to  throw  down  Babylon,  which  is 
built  in  the  likeness  of  Zion,  but  by  and  in  another  spirit. 

Those  in  whom  there  is  any  tenderness  towards  God  (and 
true  breathings  after  him  left)  the  Lord  give  them  the  sense 
and  true  understanding  of  this  inward,  spiritual  appearance 
of  his  Son,  and  of  what  they  have  been  doing,  and  are  do- 
ing, against  it;  that  they  may  not  continue  to  fight  against 
the  Lord,  and  kick  against  that  which  is  able  to  wound  and 
prick,  to  their  own  hurt,  and  eternal  ruin.  For  there  is  not 
salvation  in  any  other  name  than  in  that  which  is  now  re- 
vealed; blessed  are  all  they  that  trust  therein,  it  being  not 
another,  but  the  same  that  ever  was. 


TO    HIS    POSTSCRIPT. 

He  b<?ginneth  it  with  the  justification  of  that  passage  of 
his  in  a  foregoing  letter  of  his  to  me,  wherein  he  saith, 
Christ  is  heaven,  and  I  am  hell. 

Ans.  When  God  visiteth  man,  he  finds  him  in  union 
with  hell,  death,  and  darkness;  and  the  man  is  dead,  is 
dark,  is  of  a  hellish  nature  and  spirit  in  that  state :  but  when 
the  Lord  hath  converted  him,  cut  him  off  from  that  root, 
leavened  him  with  the  Spirit  and  nature  of  his  Son,  is  he 
hell  still  ?  "Ye  were  darkness,"  saith  the  apostle,  "but  now 
are  ye  light  in  the  Lord.  And  such  were  some  of  you;  but 
ye  are  washed,  but  ye  are  sanctified,  but  ye  are  justified  iu 
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the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  onr  Ood/* 

A  man  can  be  bat  hell  before  he  is  washed,  before  his 
filth  be  purged  away  by  the  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning, 
before  the  old  leaven  is  purged  out,  and  he  sanctified  and 
made  a  new  lump;  but  after  the  Lord  hath  thus  changed 
him,  and  new-created  him  in  Christ,  is  he  still  hell  ? 

Hesaith:  He  doth  not  call  the  new  creature  hell;  but 
there  is  an  old  man,  an  outward  man,  as  well  as  the  new 
man,  and  the  inward  man;  flesh  as  well  as  Spirit  in  the  re- 
generate. 

Ans.  What  doth  he  mean  by  the  outward  man  ?  The  sin- 
ful body,  the  body  of  flesh  is  within.  The  outward  body, 
that  is  not  hell ;  that  is  the  temple  of  God,  where  the  heart 
is  sanctified:  and  the  pure  Word  of  life  eanctifies  through- 
out, even  in  soul,  in  body,  in  Spirit,  those  that  are  subject 
to  it  **  Know  ye  not  that  your  bodies  are  the  temples  of  the 
living  Gqd  "  ?  And  your  spirits  much  more,  for  God  is  a 
Spirit,  and  he  dwells  in  a  spiritual  temple,  and  his  tempel 
is  holy. 

He  addeth:  And  unless  your  attainment  be  beyond 
Paul's,  he  found  that  in  him,  that  is  his  flesh,  dwelt  no  good 
thing;  and  the  flesh  lusting  against  the  spirit,  so  that  he 
could  not  do  the  thing  that  he  would. 

Ans.  Paul  did  once  experience  such  a  state;  that  he  felt 
himself  carnal,  sold  under  sin ;  when  he  did  not  find  how 
to  perform  that  which  was  good,  but  did  what  he  hated,  the 
law  of  sin  being  strong  (in  his  members)  against  the  law  of 
life  in  his  mind ;  which  state  he  calleth  a  state  of  captivity 
to  the  law  of  sin  in  his  members^  and  calleth  it  a  wretched 
state.  Bom.  vii.  23,  24.  But  did  Paul  never  experience  an- 
other state?  Did  he  never  witness  the  virtue  and  power  of 
the  new  covenant,  even  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life,  and  the 
power  thereof,  freeing  him  from  the  strength  and  cap- 
tivity of  the  law  of  sin  in  his  members?  There  were  young 
men,  John  speaks  of,  who  were  strong,  and  had  overcome 
the  wicked  one.  Did  Paul  himself  never  attain  to  that 
state?  He  bid  others  be  strong  in  the  Lord,  and-  in  the 
power  of  his  might,  and  showed  them  how  to  resist  in  it,  so 
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as  to  overcome.  Did  be  never  experience  and  witnees  it 
himself?  He  smd,  He  had  fonght  a  good  fight,  and  was 
more  than  a  conqueror.  What !  was  he  then  a  captive  to  the 
law  of  sin  in  his  members,  and  did  he  then  ciy  ont,  Who 
shall  deliver  me  firom  the  body  of  this  death  ?  He  said.  He 
couM  do  all  things  through  Christ  that  strengthened  him. 
Was  not  that  a  state  different  from  tliat  other  wherein  he 
ibuod  only  to  will,  and  conld  not  do  the  good  he  desired, 
bnt  did  the  evil  he  allowed  not,  but  hated?  And  blessed  be 
the  Lord,  there  are  many  at  this  day  who  witness  a  further 
state  of  redemption  and  deliverance  from  sin,  and  the  law 
thereof  in  the  members,  than  that  state  of  capti\dt}'  was, 
which  Paul  there  expresseth  his  former  groanings  and  com- 
plainings under.  For  he  was  not  in  that  state  of  captivity 
when  he  wrote  that  epistle,  but  knew  the  dominion  of 
grace  over'sin,  and  bid  that  church.  Be  subject  to  the  grace, 
and  not  give  way  to  sin,  but  yield  their  membera  sen^ants 
to  righteousness  unto  holiness,  chap.  6.  For  that  other 
place,  of  the  flesh  lusting  against  the  spirit,  and  the  spirit 
against  the  flesh.  Gal.  v.  17.  he  doth  not  there  speak  of 
himself,  but  of  the  Galatians,  who  were  in  a  weak,  low,  and 
(indeed)  fallen  state,  from  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  gos- 
pel, having  let  in  that  which  was  contrary  thereto.  And 
so  he  strives  to  gather  them  into  the  Spirit  again,  and  bids 
them  live  in  the  Spirit,  and  walk  in  the  Spirit,  and  so  they 
should  not  fulfill  the  lusts  of  the  flesh :  for  in  the  new  cove- 
nant man  is  taught  of  God  the  holy  lesson  of  ceasing  from 
evil,  and  doing  good ;  and  taught  in  the  virtue  and  power  of 
the  covenant;  so  that  he  learns  daily,  and  grows  daily  out 
of  deceit  into  truth,  until  he  come  to  be  a  true  Israelite,  in 
whom  there  is  no  guile.  And  so  in  the  spiritual  war,  the 
house  of  Saul  grows  weaker  and  weaker,  and  the  house  of 
David  stronger  and  stronger,  until  Saul's  kingdom  be  at 
length  overturned  and  wholly  destroyed,  and  the  kingdom 
of  David  established  in  righteousness  for  ever  and  ever. 
Then  Jerusalem,  the  holy  building,  the  city  of  the  living 
people,  the  city  of  righteousness  (the  habitation  of  right- 
eousness, and  mountain  of  holiness),  is  known,  and  Jerusa- 
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salem  is  witnessed  a  quiet  habitation,  there  being  peace  in 
all  her  borders.  Then  the  mind  is  fully  staid  upon  the 
Lord  in  all  conditions,  and  he  keeps  it  in  perfect  peace. 
Then  the  soul  is  careful  for  nothing;  but  in  every  thing 
makes  its  requests  known  to  God  by  prayer  and  supplica- 
tion, with  thanksgiving;  and  the  peace  of  Qod,  which  pass- 
eth  all  understanding,  keeps  the  heart  and  mind  through 
Christ  Jesus.  Surely  the  apostle  had  learned  himself  (when 
he  taught  others  this)  m  every  state  to  be  eofUent.  He  kne\^ 
how  to  be  abasedj  and  how  to  aboiirul,  ^c.  Oh  glorious  state !  Oh 
pure  state  of  pure  life  in  the  heart !  And  what  if  I  should  add, 
Oh  perfect  state!  The  apostle  James  saith,  "Let  patience 
have  its  perfect  work,  that  ye  may  be  perfect  and  entire, 
wanting  nothing,*'  or  in  nothing.  James  i.  4.  When  Paul 
had  so  learned  Christ  that  abundance  could  not  lift  him  up, 
iior  want  deject  him,  or  cause  him  to  repine  or  distrust, 
what  did  he  want  of  this  perfect  state  ? 

His  next  words  are.  If  you  have  no  sense  of  this,  your 
state  is  never  the  better  to  be  liked. 

Ans.  Christ  led  captivity  captive;  and  the  same  power 
is  revealed  to  lead  captivity  captive  in  us.  And  truly  when 
God  leads  our  souls  out  of  captivity,  putting  his  fear  with- 
in us,  writing  his  living,  powerful  law  of  life  in  our  hearts, 
and  putting  his  Spirit  into  us^  leading  us  in  the  way  of  holi- 
ness, and  causing  us  to  walk  therein,  we  find  this  a  better 
state  than  when  we  were  groaning  imder  deep  captivity. 

Further  h^e  saith,  If  your  peace  and  joy  stand  in  seeing  no 
sin  youi'self  (in  yourself  I  suppose  it  should  be),  I  shall  more 
than  suspect  it  not  to  be  the  peace  and  joy  of  Paul  and  all 
the  saints,  but  a  delusion. 

Ans.  Our  peace  and  joy  is  in  him  who  is  without  sin ;  and 
it  abounds  in  us,  in  his  cleansing  and  delivering  us  from  sin ; 
and  we  have  found  him  remove  sin  as  far  fi'om  us  as  the 
east  is  from  the  west;  and  as  he  removeth  transgression 
from  us,  and  bringeth  sin  and  the  power  of  Satan  to  an  end 
in  us,  he  giveth  us  of  his  peace  and  joy.  And  truly  we  do 
not  only  witness  him  destroying  sin  and  the  works  of  the 
devil,  but  breaking  the  very  head  of  the  serpent,  casting 
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lum  out,  and  piercing  Leriatfaan,  that  crooked  seipent^  and 
slaying  the  dragon  that  is  in  the  eea.  And  thongli  anch  as 
he  may  raspect  our  peace  and  joy;  yet,  while  Christ  gives 
it  ns,  and  maintains  it  in  us,  it  is  very  sweet  and  pleasant  to 
ns;  and  the  time  may  come,  that  he  may  wish  from  his 
heart  that  he  might  partake  with  ns  therein. 

He  concludes  the  matter  thus:  We  are  without  sin  in 
him,  but  in  ourselves  nothing  but  sin. 

«  Ans.  He  spake  of  delusion  just  before;  a  greater  than 
this  I  do  not  know.  For  Christ  doth  make  a  real  change; 
if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  there  is  a  new  creation,  there  is  a 
real  change.  The  man  is  not  what  he  was  before;  but  he 
puts  off  that  which  is  old,  and  puts  on  that  which  is  new ; 
and  so  is  really  changed  in  his  state,  and  in  the  sight  of 
Qod,  and  is  not  what  he  was  before.  The  heart,  when  it  is 
>  really  renewed,  and  washed  by  the  water,  blood,  and  Spirit, 
is  not  the  old,  abominable,  wicked,  deceitful  heart  that  it 
was  before.  If  this  be  his  knowledge  and  experience,  let 
him  keep  it  to  himself:  for  my  part  I  desire  not  to  partake 
with  him  therein ;  but  to  be  like  Christ,  my  Lord  and  Mas- 
ter, even  sanctified  throughout  in  soul,  body,  and*  spirit, 
that  I  may  become  wholly  his,  and  the  enemy  of  my  soul 
have  no  part  in  me. 

He  saith,  Christ  shall  appear  without  sin  to  salvation. 

Ans.  I  grant  it;  but  when,  and  how?  Doth  he  not  in- 
wardly appear  without  sin  to  salvation  to  those  who  have 
waited  for,  hastened,  and  come  to,  the  inward  day?  Doth 
not  Christ  appear  without  sin  to  salvation  inwardly  in  the 
day  of  his  own  Spirit  ?  Is  not  salvation  then  witnessed  for 
walls  and  bulwarks?  Is  not  the  glorious  salvation  of  the 
gospel  brought  forth  in  the  gospel-day?  And  is  not  there 
in  the  life  and  dominion  of  grace  a  pure  defence  about  all 
the  glory  ?  Is  there  any  sin  in  the  grace  and  Spirit  of  the 
gospel  which  appears  and  shines  in  the  day  of  the  Lord? 
And  doth  not  this  grace  bring  salvation  to  them  that  wait 
for  the  revealing  of  it? 

He  seemeth  to  clear  himself  of  watching  for  our  baitings. 

Ans.  Had  he  not  watched  for  our  baitings,  and  received 
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things  into,  and  considered  them  in,  the  prejudiced  part, 
he  could  not  have  written  such  a  paper  against  truth  and 
us,  so  far  from  true  understanding  and  judgment  as  this  is* 

But  he  saith.  He  hath  watched  for  our  repentings* 

Ans.  If  we  should  repent  of  having  our  eyes  opened  by 
the  Lord,  and  turning  to  his  truth,  and  receiving  his  Holy 
Spirit,  and  of  having  the  precious  promises  of  the  Scripture 
made  good  to  us,  and  fulfilled  in  us,  we  might  justly  lose 
our  portion  and  inheritance  of  life  for  ever.  We  have  re* 
pented  from  dead  works;  but  we  cannot  repent  of  God's 
pure  truth,  and  the  living  way,  spirit,  and  power  thereof. 
But  this  I  can  tell  him,  and  that  from  the  Lord,  whose 
name  I  reverence  and  worship  in,  that  the  Lord  watcheth 
for  his  repentings,  and  turnings  from  that  spirit  in  him 
which  darkeneth  him  concerning,  and  prejudiceth  him 
against,  the  truth. 

He  bescccheth  me  in  love,  &c.,  and  requireth  me  to  clear 
myself  of  free-will,  falling  from  grace,  denying  election  of 
persons,  and  imputed  righteousness. 

Ans.  "What  the  Lord  requireth  of  me,  that  I  must  mind; 
and  I  have  divers  times  expressed  my  heart  nakedly  in 
these  things. 

The  principle  of  life  which  the  Lord  hath  raised  in  me,  in 
that  is  the  freedom  to  do  good,  and  in  that  am  I  made  free 
by  Jesus  Christ,  my  Lord.  And  I  had  rather  witness  him 
upholding  me  by  his  power,  than  contend  about  a  notion  of 
falling  or  not  fulling  away.  And  my  care  hath  been  about 
making  my  calling  and  election  sure  in  him,  who  is  sure  to 
those  that  are  of  him  for  ever.  And  I  have  witnessed  the 
righteousness  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  revealed  in  me,  and 
imputed  to  me,  and  my  soul  clothed  therewith  in  his  sight; 
blessed  be  his  name. 

Oh  that  the  professors  of  this  age  might  come  to  the 
anointing,  and  see  those  things  in  the  anointing !  then  would 
they  know  the  truth  and  harmony  of  the  Scriptures  therein. 
But  men,  by  the  letter  without  the  Spirit,  can  never  discern 
or  find  out  the  mystery  of  life;  but  only  gather  into  their 
minds  and  retain  a  literal  knowledge,  that  killeth. 
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He  bids  me,  Love  the  trutli  better  than  a  party/ 

Ans.  The  Lord  knoweth  he  hath  taught  me  so  to  do:  for 
had  it  not  been  for  the  evidence  and  demonstration  of  God's 
Spirit  in  his  people,  I  could  never  have  owned  them.  (For 
oh,  how  low  was  the  knowledge  they  held  forth,  in  my  eye, 
before  the  power  of  the  Lord  reached  to  my  heart,  raising 
up  his  own  seed  in  me,  wherein  I  knew  them !)  And  the 
Lord  also  knoweth,  that  it  is  in  him  that  I  love,  and  dis- 
cern, and  honor  them  to  this  very  day:  yea,  I  see  his  name 
written  on  their  foreheads,  and  them  brought  forth  in  the 
glorious  image  and  heavenly  life  of  his  Son  (though  it  be  hid 
from  the  wise  eye  of  the  professors  of  this  age),  and  in  the 
true  light,  with  the  true  eye  (which  Qod  hath  opened  in 
me)  have  I  seen  it. 

He  speaks  of  Clinging  together,  and  keeping  up  a  party 
against  all  right. 

Ans.  Nay,  nay;  this  is  the  gathering  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  by  his  Spirit  and  power,  after  the  long  night  of  dark- 
ness; and  we  are  kept  up  by  the  same  Spirit,  and  power, 
and  life  of  truth,  which  gathered  us. 

He  saith.  It  is  not  a  calling  for  a  work  within,  which  will 
give  you  authority  to  lay  waste  Christ  and  the  gospel,  in 
the  most  fundamental  and  concerning  truths  thereof,  and 
those  above  mentioned,  Ac.  And  above  all  the  rest,  deny- 
ing the  person  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  making  him 
but  a  light,  or  notion,  or  principle  in  the  heart  of  man. 

Ans.  This  is  but  his  own  mistake,  not  a  true  and  just 
charge  against  us,  as  he  will  one  day  see.  The  Lord  hath 
not  taught  us  to  lay  waste,  nor  do  we  lay  waste  any  truth  of 
the  gospel ;  but  own  every  thing  in  its  place.  And  though 
our  religion  do  not  lie  in  notions  concerning  him,  but  in 
the  principle  of  life  itself,  even  in  the  grace  and  truth, 
which  is  by  Jesus  Christ  (which  is  a  measure  of  light  from 
him,  the  full  light);  yet  we  do  not  learn  thereby  to  deny 
the  full  light,  but  the  more  to  acknowledge  it.  And  we 
own  him  to  be  the  true  and  full  light,  and  his  outward  ap- 
pearance in  that  body,  in  the  fulness  of  time,  to  fulfil  the 
Father's  will  therein ;  and  his  apparance  in  Spirit  and  power 
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in  the  hearts  of  his  people  in  the  day  of  the  gospel;  and  his 
setting  up  his  spiritual  and  glorious  kingdom  there,  where 
he  reigns  as  king  on  the  throne  of  David  over  the  spiritual 
Israel  of  God. 

Come,  consider  seriously:  Do  not  ye  yourselves  fall  short 
of  not  only  the  principle  and  power  of  life,  hut  also  of  the 
true  knowledge  of  tilings  according  to  the  letter? 

He  confesseth,  There  is  too  little  power;  and  without  it 
profession  is  little  worth. 

Ans.  Oh!  that  the  professora  of  this  age  knew  the  Script- 
ures and  the  power  of  God,  and  had  that  knowledge  which 
comes  from,  and  stands  in,  the  power !  For  t^hen  that  evi- 
dence and  demonstration  of  truth  would  be  witnessed  which 
puts  an  end  to  the  disputes  and  reasonings  of  the  mind; 
and  then  the  great  care  would  be  to  live  the  life  of  that 
which  God  makes  manifest  and  requires  in  the  new  cove- 
nant. 

He  saith.  To  pull  down  the  pillars  and  principles  of  the 
gospel,  is  the  work  the  devil  employs  his  power  in. 

Ans.  I  grant  what  he  saith  is  true  (and  wish  he  knew 
how  rightly  to  apply  it) ;  but  there  is  a  great  error  and  mis- 
take in  his  judgment  about  it.  For  the  Lord  is  pulling 
down  that  which  men  have  built  up,  which  they  may,  in 
their  mistaken  judgments,  call  principles  and  fundamentals, 
and  is  building  up  that  which  men  have  trampled  on, 
even  the  tabernacle  of  David,  which  hath  long  been  fal- 
len down ;  and  the  city  of  the  living  God,  which  hath  long 
been  trodden  under  foot  of  the  false  Christians ;  and  the 
power  of  the  devil  is  greatly  at  work  to  oppose  this  appear- 
ance and  mighty  work  of  the  Lord  in  this  day.  Let  him  take 
heed  of  blaspheming  the  Lord*s  power,  calling  it  the  devil's, 
and  owning  the  devil's  power  for  God's. 

He  concludeth  thus:  Come  to  the  point.  What  singular 
thing  do  you  more  than  moding  and  wording  it,  save 
only  that  out  of  you  have  risen  men,  that  have  more  auda- 
ciously lifted  up  a  standard  agiMnst  the  sealed  and  experi- 
enced truths  of  the  gospel,  than  ever  I  have  heard  or  read 
of  any  before  you  ?    You  talk  of  words,  and  boast  of  per- 
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fection :  I  tell  yea  a  bumble  Bense  of  a  man's  notbingness, 
driving  bim  out  of  bimself  to  live  and  glory  in  Cbrist  alone, 
is  better  tban  all  such  boasted  perfections  a  thousand  times. 
Sir,  accept  my  zeal  for  your  soul. 

Ans.  We  are  a  people  (many  of  us)  who  have  gone 
through  great  distress  for  want  of  the  Lord  our  God,  and 
exceedingly  waited  and  longed  for  bis  living  and  powerful 
appearance.  And  for  my  own  part,  this  I  can  say,  that  had 
not  this  appearance  been  in  power,  and  in  the  evidence  and 
demonstration  of  his  Spirit  to  my  soul,  reaching  to,  and  an- 
swering that  which  was  of /him  in  me,  I  could  never  have 
owned  it;  sa  deeply  was  I  jealous  of  it,  and  prejudiced 
against  it.  And  since  my  mind  hath  been  turned  to  the 
pure  Word  of  life,  even  the  Ward  which  teas  in  the  beginnmg 
(I  speak  as  in  the  Lord's  presence),  it  hath  had  singular  ef- 
fects on  my  heart.  The  light  hath  so  searched  me  as  I  never 
was  searched  before,  under  all  my  former  professions;  and 
the  Lord  hath  given  me  a  true  and  pure  discerning  of  the 
things  of  his  kingdom,  in  the  light  which  is  true  and  pure; 
and  singular  quickenings  have  I  met  with  from  his  Spirit, 
and  the  faith  which  stands  in  his  heavenly  power,  and  giv- 
eth  victory  and  dominion  in  him;  blessed  be  his  name. 
And  the  love  which  he  hath  given  me  is  not  notional,  but 
ariseth  from  his  circumcising  my  heart,  and  answereth  his 
nature;  springing  forth  purely  and  naturally  towards  him, 
and  those  of  his  imago,  and  all  his  creatures;  yea,  towards 
those  who  are  enemies  to  me  for  his  name's  sake. 

I  might  mention  the  patience  also',  and  faithfulness  to  his 
truth,  with  the  long-suflering  spirit,  which  cannot  be  worn 
out;  which  his  Spirit  testifieth  in  me  to  be  of  a  singular 
nature;  with  many  other  things.  Nor  am  I  alone,  or  the 
chiefest;  but  have  many  equals;  yea,  there  are  such  as  fer 
exceed  me  in  the  heavenly  and  divine  image  of  my  Father. 
And  the  fruits  are  according  to  the  root  of  life  in  us;  and 
so  acknowledged  by  all  who  look  upon  us  with  the  true 
eye,  with  the  eye  of  God's  giving  and  opening. 

Now,  the  same  that  hath  wrought  thus  inwardly  in  us, 
the  same  hath  required  some  outward  behavior  and  exprea- 
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sions  from  us,  which  are  foolish  and  weak  to  the  eye  of 
man's  wisdom,  bat  chosen  of  Ood  to  hide  the  glory  of  this 
life  from  that  eye  which  discerns  it  not,  bat  despises  the 
day  of  small  things.  And  though  this  be  the  least  part  of 
oar  religion  (yet  subjected  to,  because  it  is  of  God,  whom 
we  dare  not  disobey  in  the  least),  yet  the  spirit  which  is 
contrary  to  God  casteth  this  upon  us,  as  if  this  were  all,  or 
at  least  the  main,  wherein  we  differ  from  others.  Some  call 
the  living  words  of  truth  from  us  (when  God,  according  to 
his  good  promise,  giveth  them  us)  but  canting;  and  thou 
callest  all  that  is  singular  in  us  but  moding  and  wording  of  it, 
Alas !  it  is  in  the  main  we  differ  from  you ;  we  holding  our 
religion  as  we  receive  it  from  God,  in  the  light  and  life  of 
his  Spirit:  you,  as  you  apprehend  it  from  the  letter.  Christ 
is  our  rock  and  foundation,  as  inwardly  revealed;  yours 
but  as  outwardly  conceived  of.  We  believe  with  the  faith 
which  is  of  the  nature  of  him  whom  we  believe  in,  which 
faith  is  mighty  through  God,  and  works  through  all  the 
powers  of  darkness,  giving  victory  over  them  all,  in  God's 
way  and  time;  ye  believe  with  a  faith  which  esteems  vic- 
tory, and  a  perfect  and  entire  state  (wanting  nothing),  as  im- 
possible while  ill  this  world.  And  as  our  root  difiera,  so  all 
that  grows  up  in  us  differs  from  youra :  so  that  indeed  all  is 
singular  that  is  in  us,  and  all  also  is  singular  that  is  brought 
forth  by  us,  as  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  who  knoweth  the  dif- 
ference of  things,  witnesseth. 

Have  we  so  long  walked  in  the  name  and  Spirit  of  our 
God  amongst  you,  showing  the  singular  virtues  of  his  Spirit 
daily  in  our  faithful  testimony,  sufferings,  patience,  and 
conversation?  And  do  ye  still  cry,  What  singular  thing  do 
ye?  Just  like  the  Jews,  who,  after  all  Christ's  mighty 
works,  and  demonstrations  of  his  Father's  virtue  and  power 
outwardly,  asked  for  a  sign.  Oh  that  your  eyes  and  hearts 
were  opened  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord !  for  then 
ye  would  soon  see  otherwise  in  this  respect  than  now  j'e  do. 

And  then  as  for  that  expression.  Of  audaciously  liflting 
up  a  standard  against  the  sealed  and  experienced  truths  of 
the  gospel,  that  is  but  an  over-confident  expression,  through 
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prejudice  and  mistake  of  judgment  at  least:  for  I  can  truly 
testify  I  have  never  learned,  dince  the  pure,  heavenly  light 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  hath  whined  on  my  spirit,  to  deny 
any  one  truth  that  ever  was  sealed  to  me,  or  experienced  by 
me,  in  the  day8  of  my  former  profession;  for  whatsoever 
was  then  of  God  hath  been  restored  to  me,  and  that  only 
which  was  of  the  flesh  pared  off.  -And  I  have  ground  also 
to  believe,  that  it  is  so  with  others  in  this  respect  as  it  hath 
been  with  me. 

He  speaks,  As  if  our  difference  or  talk  were  about  words. 

Nay,  it  is  about  tiuugs:  for  though  we  own  the  same 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  be  the  foundation  of  life;  yet  after  a 
difterent  manner.  Ye,  a?  ye  notionally  apprehend  con- 
cerning him ;  we,  ae  we  experience  him  to  be  the  precious 
stone  and  foundation  of  life  in  us.  And  we  testify  of  justi- 
fication and  sanctification,  as  we  witness  him  bestowing  it 
upon  us,  and  working  it  in  us. 

But  for  boasting  of  perfection,  I  wonder  how  he  dares 
speak  thus !  What !  is  there  no  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes, 
or  in  his  heart,  that  he  dares  charge  ua  with  that  which  is 
so  utterly  false  ?  Where  ifi  any  of  u«^  that  did  ever  boast  of 
perfection  ?  But  that  God's  power  and  covenant  is  able  to 
make  peifect,  and  that  God'ei'  will  i!^  out  perfect  sanctifica- 
tion in  soul,  body,  and  spirit ;  even  that  we  be  wholly  leav- 
ened with  the  sail  of  the  kingdom,  and  become  a  fit  temple 
for  him.  This  we  humbly  and  reverently  testify  of,  and 
press  towards,  in  his  iioly  name  and  fear. 

And  as  for  that  humble  sense.  Of  a  man's  own  nothing- 
ness, drawing  him  out  of  himself,  to  live  and  glory  in  Christ 
alone,  this  we  meet  with,  and  witness  in  that  light  which 
this  generation  of  professors  despiseth.  But  others,  though 
they  may  talk  of  it,  can  nevei  come  truly  to  witness  it,  but 
in  that  light  wherein  God  bestoweth  and  preserveth  it. 

Well,  the  professors  of  this  age,  who  despise  the  light, 
shall  one  day  find,  that  what  they  take  themselves  to  be, 
they  are  not,  in  God's  sight;  nor  are  we,  before  him,  what 
we  are  reproachfully  represented  by  them;  but  ^^  we  are  hia 
workmanship  in  Christ  Jesus,  created  by  him  unto  good 
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works;  '*  and  that  it  is  nataral  to  us  to  bring  forth  the  fruits 
of  righteousness  and  holiness  to  our  God,  however  men  re- 
proach us. 

As  for  his  zeal  for  mj  soul,  which  he  desired  me  to  ac- 
cept, it  is  strange  zeal,  and  would  tend  to  my  utter  destruc- 
tion, had  it  power  over  me;  but  blessed  be  my  God,  who 
hath  called  me  into  the  light  of  his  Son,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  he  will  preserve  me  therein,  even  in  that  holy  Spirit  of 
life  which  he  hath  gathered  me  into,  from  all  deceivable 
spirits  of  darkness  whatsoever,  in  that  holy  covenant  where- 
in his  strength  appears  to  me,  and  is  revealed  in  me.  And 
oh,  that  he  might  know  wh&t  that  spirit  is  wherein  lie  hath 
thus  appeared  against  the  Lord  (though  under  a  pretence  as 
if  it  were  for  him),  and  bring  forth  no  more  the  fruits  of  it ! 

For  a  close,  I  shall  add  a  few  words  on  that  scripture, 
Phil.  iii.  8.  "For  we  are  the  circumcision,  which  worship 
God  in  the  Spirit,  and  rejoice  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  have  na 
confidence  in  the  flesh."  It  is  a  precious  thing  to  witness 
this  scripture  fulfilled  in  the  heart;  to  experience  that  there, 
which  inwardly  circumciseth,  which  cuttetb  off  the  foreskin 
of  the  heart,  which  lieth  over  it  and  veileth,  till  it  be  cut  off 
by  the  inward  appearance  of  the  life  and  power  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  inwardly  revealed.  Then  when  this  is  done,  I 
can  truly  and  sensibly  say,  I  am  a  Jew  inward.  How  so  ? 
How  can  that  be  proved  ?  Why,  I  am  inwardly  circumcised. 
I  have  felt  that  within  which  circumciseth  the  heart,  and 
have  borne  the  inward  pain  and  cutting  thereof,  and  am  cir- 
cumcised by  it.  That  which  stood  between  me  and  the  Lord 
is  cut  off,  the  veil  is  taken  away,  the  stiff-neckedness  and 
unsubjection  to  God  removed,  the  wall  of  separation  is  in- 
wardly broken  down,  and  now  I  am  in  true  unity  of  Spirit 
and  communion  with  my  God,  even  with  the  Father,  and 
the  Son,  in  that  One  Holy  Spirit  wherein  they  are  One. 

Jfow  I  can  bow  before  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  worship  him  in  his  own  Spirit,  even  in  the  new 
and  fresh  life  thereof  day  by  day.  Now  my  rejoicing  is  in 
Christ  Jesus,  whom  the  Father  hath  sent,  both  outwardly 
in  a  body  of  flesh  to  fulfil  the  holy  will,  and  do  what  therein 
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the  Father  had  for  him  to  do,  and  also  inwardly  in  his  Spirit 
and  power  unto  my  heart,  to  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil 
there,  and  so  to  work  me  out  of  the  enmity  and  nnrecon* 
oiled  state,  into  the  love  and  reconciliation.  And  I  cannot 
but  rejoice  both  in  what  he  did  in  his  body  of  flesh  for  me, 
and  in  what  he  doth  by  his  Spirit  and  power  in  me.  And, 
blessed  be  the  Lord,  I  feel  him  near,  his  Spirit  near,  his  lite 
near,  Ins  power  near,  his  pure  virtue  near,  his  holy  wisdom 
near,  his  righteousness  near,  his  redemption  near;  f(yr  he  is 
my  roek,  and  my  strength^  and  my  salvaiion^  day  by  day.  And 
I  have  no  confidence  in  the  flesh,  in  what  I  am,  in  what  I 
can  do  after  the  flesh;  but  my  confidence  is  in  him,  who 
hath  weakened  me,  who  hath  stripped  me,  who  hath  impov- 
erished me,  who  hath  brought  me  to  nothing  in  myself,  that 
I  might  be  all  in  him,  and  that  I  might  find  him  all  unto 
me.  He  is  my  peace,  he  is  my  life,  he  is  my  righteousness, 
he  is  my  holiness,  he  is  the  image  wherein  I  am  renewed ; 
in  him  is  my  acceptance  with  the  Father;  he  is  my  Advo- 
cate, he  is  my  hope  and  joy  for  ever.  He  hath  destroyed 
that  in  me  which  was  contrary  to  God,  and  keepeth  it  down 
for  ever.  He  is  my  Shepherd,  his  arm  hath  gathered  me, 
and  his  arm  encompasseth  me  day  by  day.  I  rest  under  the 
shadow  of  his  wings,  from  whence  the  healing  virtue  of  his 
saving  health  droppeth  upon  my  spirit  day  by  day.  Oh!  I 
cannot  tell  any  man  what  he  is  unto  me;  but,  blessed  be  the 
Lord,  I  feel  him  near,  his  righteousness  near,  his  salvation 
daily  revealed  before  that  eye  which  he  hath  opened  in  me, 
in  that  true,  living  sense  wherewith  he  hath  quickened  me. 

And  now,  ye  that  have  high  notions,  and  rich,  comprehen- 
sive knowledge  concerning  these  things,  but  not  the  thing 
itself,  the  life  itself,  the  Spirit  itself,  the  new  and  living  cove- 
nant, and  law  of  life  itself,  wherein  alone  Christ  is  livingly 
revealed, — ^ah,  how  poor,  miserable,  blind,  and  naked  are 
you,  in  the  midst  of  all  your  traditional  knowledge  and  pre- 
tended experiences  concerning  these  things! 

Come,  be  quiet  a  while,  and  cease  from  bitterueaa  of 
ftpiiit,  and  reviling  the  work  and  people  of  the  Lord;  for 
the  Lord  knoweth^  and  will  make  manifest,  both  who  are 
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his,  and  who  are  not  his.  All  the  living  stones  are  his;  hnt 
the  great  professors  of  the  words  of  scripture,  without  the 
Spirit  and  life  of  the  Scriptares,  are  not  his,  nor  ever  were, 
nor  ever  will  be  owned  by  him- 

Come,  learn  to  distinguish  from  God  by  his  life,  by  his 
anointing,  by  the  everlasting,  infallible  rule,  and  not  by 
words  without  life,  where  the  great  error  and  mistake  hath 
been  in  all  ages  and  generations.  The  great  way  of  deceit 
hath  long  been  (and  still  is)  by  a  form  of  godliness,  without 
power:  be  sure  ye  be  not  thus  deceived ;  for  if  ye  miss  of 
the  power  which  saves,  ye  cannot  but  perish  for  ever.  And 
what  if  the  appearance  of  the  Spirit  and  power  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  inwardly,  which  is  that  which  saves,  be  as 
Btrange  to  your  sense,  understanding,  and  judgment,  as  his 
outward  appearance  was  unto  the  people  of  the  Jews? 
Take  heed  of  their  spirit,  take  heed  of  their  judgment,  who 
judged  according  to  the  appearance  of  things  to  them, 
which  they  imagined  and  conceived  from  the  Scriptures, 
but  judged  not  the  true  and  righteous  judgment,  which 
only  the  children  of  the  true  wisdom  can. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

There  are  four  or  five  things  very  precious,  which  were 
generally  witnessed  in  the  days  of  the  apostles  among  the 
true  Christians,  which  are  all  mentioned  together.  Heb. 
vi.  4,  5. 

First,  They  were  truly  enlightened. 

The  ministers  of  the  gospel  were  sent  by  Christ,  to  turn 
men  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  to 
God.  Acts  xxvi.  18.  1  John  i.  6.  And  they  were  &ithful  in 
their  ministry,  and  did  turn  men  j^m  the  darkness  and 
power  of  Satan  to  the  light  of  God's  Holy  Spirit;  and  they 
were  enlightened  by  it,  and  received  power  through  it,  and 
so  came  to  be  children  of  the  light,  and  to  walk  in  the  light, 
as  God  is  in  the  light. 

Secondly,  They  tasted  of  the  heavenly  gift. 
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What  is  the  heavenly  gift  which  Christ  gives  to  those 
who  come  unto  him,  and  become  hia  sheep  ?  He  gives  them 
life,  eternal  life.  John  x.  27,  28.  He  brings  them  out  of 
death,  and  gives  them  a  savor  and  taste  of  the  life  which  is 
eternal.  This  was  it  which  the  apostles  testified  of,  even  of 
the  life  which  was  manifested  in  that  body  of  flesh  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  (1  John  i.  2.);  and  they  that  turn  from 
the  darkness  to  his  light,  he  gives  them  a  taste  of  the  same 
life. 

Thirdly,  They  were  made  partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

The  gospel  is  a  day  of  bringing  forth  the  spiritual  seed, 
and  of  pouring  out  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  them.  The  law 
state  is  a  state  of  servants ;  the  gospel,  of  sons !  and  because 
true  believers  in  Christ  are  sons,  God  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of 
his  Son  into  their  hearts  to  cry^  Abha^  Father,  And  God  can- 
not deny  his  own  Spirit  to  his  children  that  ask  it  of  him ; 
he  knoweth  how  absolutely  necessary  it  is  to  the  state  of  a 
son ;  and  whosoever  truly  receiveth  Christ,  Christ  doth  give 
him  power  to  become  a  son;  which  power  is  in,  and  with,  and 
cannot  be  separated  from,  his  Spirit.  Yea,  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  is  so  necessary  and  inseparable  from  him  that  is 
Christ's,  that  the  apostle  expressly  aflirms,  that  "if  any  man 
have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of  his."  Rom.  viii.  9. 

Fourthly,  They  tasted  of  the  good  Word  of  God. 

Of  that  Word  from  which  the  gift  comes;  of  that  Word 
which  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  world,  which  is  ingrafted 
into  the  hearts  of  those  that  truly  believe;  which  Word 
is  able  to  save  the  soul. 

Fifthly,  They  tasted  of  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come. 

Of  the  power  of  the  endless  life,  whereof  Christ  is  the 
Minister,  and  according  to  which  he  ministers  life,  in  that 
holy,  true,  living,  inward,  spiritual  temple,  which  he  pitch- 
eth  and  reareth  up  fgr  an  habitation  to  God  in  his  own 
Spirit. 

Now,  in  the  apostasy  and  night  of  darkness  which  hath 
come  over  the  Christian  state,  these  things  have  been  greatly 
lost  For  there  have  been  none  that  have  been  found  able 
to  turn  people  to  that  light  which  the  apostle  directed  to. 
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None  could  tell  men  where  the  light  is  to  shine,  and  where 
men  were  to  expect  it^  and  wait  for  it.  None  were  able  to 
direct  men  to  the  seed  of  the  kingdom  within,  to  the  Word 
of  faith,  the  Word  of  the  kingdom,  nigh  in  the  heart  and 
month;  much  less  were  they  able  to  instruct  men  how  they 
might  know  and  distinguish  it  ftora  all  other  seeds,  and  the 
voice  of  the  Shepherd  from  all  other  voices.  Here  it  came 
to  pass,  that  though  at  times  God  visited  and  opened  men's 
hearts,  a  little  warming  them  by  the  breath  which  came 
from  himself;  yet  they  not  knowing  how  to  turn  to  the 
Lord,  and  wait  upon  him  for  preservation  in  the  gift  and 
measure  of  his  own  grace,  the  good  hath  soon  been  stolen 
away  from  them,  and  the  building  which  hath  been  raised 
up  in  them  hath  not  been  a  building  of  life  according  to  the 
Spirit,  but  a  building  of  wisdom  or  knowledge  concerning 
the  things  of  God  according  to  the  flesh;  and  so  the  build- 
ing that  hath  been  raised  up  in  men's  spirits  hath  been 
Babylon,  instead  of  Zion. 

But  the  Lord  hath  had  a  remnant  all  along  the  apostasy, 
who  felt  some  begettings  of  life,  and  had  in  measure  some 
sense  and  taste  of  the  heavenly  things.  These  mourned  af- 
ter that  state  which  was  once  enjoyed,  and  felt  their  want  of 
it,  travelling  from  monntain  to  hill,  seeking  their  resting- 
place,  which  none  could  rightly  inform  them  of.  Now,  for 
the  sakes  of  these,  God  hath  at  length  appeared. 

How  appeared?  may  some  say. 

Why  thus:  he  who  is  light  hath  appeared  inwardly,  caus- 
ing his  light  to  shine  inwardly,  causing  his  life  to  spring  in- 
wardly; so  that  he  who  is  light,  who  is  life,  who  is  truth,  is 
felt  and  known  in  his  own  inward  visits,  breakings-forth, 
and  appearances.  For  God,  who  is  a  Spirit,  his  appearance 
is  spiritual,  his  day  is  spiritual,  his  kingdom  is  spiritual,  his 
light  is  spiritual,  his  life  is  spiritual,  his  day-star  is  spiritual; 
and  his  day  dawueth,  and  his  day-star  ariseth  in  the  heart. 

Thus  the  day-spring  from  on  high  did  visit  tis^  who  sat  in  dark- 
ness,  and  in  the  region  of  the  shallow  of  death.  And  here  we 
have  met  with  what  the  apostles  met  with,  the  very  same 
light  of  life,  the  very  same  enlightening  Spirit  and  power, 

Vol:  m.— 2^ 
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and  have  been  enlightened  by  it,  and  tasted  of  the  same  gift. 

The  very  same  grace  that  appeared  to  them,  and  taught 
them,  hath  appeared  to  ns,  and  tanght  os;  and  of  it  we  have 
learned  the  same  lessons,  in  the  same  covenant  of  life  where- 
in they  learned;  and  now  can  we  seal  to  their  testimony  in 
the  same  Spirit  wherein  thfy  gave  it  forth,  and  witness  to 
the  same  eternal  life,  and  the  same  holy  oil  and  anointing, 
our  eyes  having  been  opened  and  kept  open  by  it.  And 
though  there  be  great  disputes  about  our  testimony  in  this 
our  day  (and  the  present  professors  rise  up  against  w^,  as  the 
former  professors  did  against  them) ;  yet  let  but  any  man 
come  rightly  to  distinguish  in  himself  between  that  which 
God  begets  in  the  heart,  and  all  other  births,  and  let  that 
speak  and  judge  in  them, — ^that  will  soon  confess  that  our 
testimony  is  of  God,  and  given  forth  in  the  authority  and 
by  the  commission  of  his  own  Spirit.  Time  wisdom  is  jus- 
tified by  the  children  that  are  born  of  her ;  it  is  the  other 
birth  that  doth  not,  nor  can,  own  her.  The  other  birth  can 
own  former  dispensations  (according  to  the  letter  of  them); 
but  not  the  life  and  power  of  the  present. 

I  have  known  the  breaking  down  of  much  in  me  by  the 
powei-ful  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  a  parting  with  much 
(thougli  not  too  much)  for  Christ's  sake.  The  Lord  hath 
brought  the  day  of  distress  and  inward  judgment  over  my 
heart;  he  hath  arisen  to  shake  terribly  the  earthly  part  in 
nie  (j'ea,  what  if  I  should  say  that  the  powers  of  heaven 
have  been  shaken  also),  that  he  miglit  make  me  capable  to 
receive,  and  bring  me  info,  that  kingdom  which  cannot  be 
shaken.  And  now  that  which  Goil  hath  shaken,  and  re- 
moved in  me,  I  see  others  build  upon,  and  they  think  it 
shall  never  be  shaken  in  them ;  but  such  know  not  the  day 
of  the  Lord,  nor  the  terrible  searching  of  his  pure  light,  nor 
the  operation  of  his  power,  which  will  not  spare  in  one, 
what  he  hath  reproved,  condemned,  shaken,  and  overturned 
in  another.  He  that  knows  the  living  stone  within,  and 
comes  to  him  as  to  a  living  stone,  and  is  built  upon  the 
revelation  of  his  Spirit,  life,  and  i)ower  (revealed  inwardly 
against  the  power  of  darkness),  is  not  deceived.    All  that 
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otherwise  build  (I  mean  upon  an  outward  knowledge  con- 
cerning Christy  and  not  upon  his  inward  life),  their  building 
will  not  be  able  to  stand  in  the  day  of  the  Lord.  I  wish  they 
might  have  a  sense  of  it  in  time,  that  they  might  not  perish 
for  ever;  but  experience  that  life  and  power  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  which  redeemeth  and  preserveth  out  of  the 
perishing  state  for  ever  and  ever.    Awm. 


THB 


ANCIENT 


PRINCIPLE    OF    TRUTH: 


OR 


THE   LIGHT  WITHIN  ASSERTED; 


HELD  FORTH  ACCORDING  TO  TRUE  EXPERIENCE,  AND  THE 
FAITHFUL  TESTIMONY  OP  THB  SCRIPTURES : 

IN  THE  ANSWERS  TO  FOUR   QUESTIONS. 

L  What  this  Liglit  is  which  we  testify  of,  and 

what  is  the  nature  of  it? 

n.  What  it  doth  inwardly  iu  the  heart? 

m.  How  it  cometh  to  be  lighted,  set  up,  and 

increased  there? 

IV.  How  it  cometh  to  be  diminished  or 

extinguished  in  any? 


AN  APPEAL 

TO 

THE     WITNESS    OF    OOD    IN    ALL    CONSCIENCES, 

WHICH  18  THE  HORB  SURE  WORO  OF  PROPHECY ;   THE  TESTIMONY 

OF  THE  Scriptures  without,  or  the  voice  and  testi- 
mony or  THE  Light  and  Spirit  of  God 

WITHIN,  IN  THE  HEART? 

By  one  once  greatly  distressed,  but  now  at  length,  in  the  tender 

mercy  of  the  Lord,  effectually  visited  and  redeemed 

by  the  Light  and  Power  of  Truth, 
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PREFACE. 

Thb  true  ministerBof  the  gospel,  the  ministers  of  the  new 
covenant,  were  ordained  and  appointed  by  God  to  be  min- 
isters of  light,  ministers  of  righteousness,  ministers  of  the 
Spirit.  Matt.  V.  14.  2  Cor.  xi.  15.  chap.  iii.  6.  And  this 
was  their  work  and  service,  even  to  preach  the  light,  to  de- 
liver their  message  concerning  the  light,  which  they  heard 
of  Christ,  and  were  sent  by  him  to  preach,  as  is  recorded  1 
John  i.  5.  So  that  they  were  to  tell  men  what  the  light  was, 
and  where  it  was  to  be  found ;  and  to  turn  men  from  dark- 
ness to  light,  from  sin  and  unrighteousness  to  purity  and 
righteouness,  from  the  spirit  and  power  of  Satan  to  the 
Spirit  and  power  of  the  living  God,  (Dan.  xii.  8.  Acts  xxvi. 
18.)  that  so  they  might  come  from  under  Satan's  authority, 
power,  and  kingdom  of  darkness,  into  the  light,  wherein 
Christ  reigns  as  King,  Priest,  and  Prophet,  unto  and  over 
all  his;  who  is  faithful  in  all  his  house,  and  Son  and  Lord 
of  all,  distributing  life,  righteousness,  inercy,  and  peace  to 
his  whole  family,  as  they  abide  in  him,  and  walk  in  subjec- 
tion to  his  Spirit.  So  that  there  is  no  condemnation  to 
them  that  are  gathered  unto  Christ,  ingrafted  into  him,  and 
who  abide  in  him  (walking  not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the 
Spirit)  who  is  the  quickener,  guide,  and  rule  of  all  the  chil- 
dren of  the  new  covenant.  For  Christ  is  the  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life,  in  and  to  them  all,  and  is  made  by  God  all  in 
all  unto  them.  He  is  their  Shepherd,  their  King,  their  Cap- 
tain, their  vine,  their  olive-tree,  their  leader,  their  door, 
their  path,  their  rule,  their  righteousness,  their  holiness, 
their  wisdom,  their  redemption,  their  altar,  their  sacrifice, 
their  priest,  their  prophet,  their  sabbath,  their  light,  their 
day-spring,  their  bright  and  morning-star,  their  sun,  their 
shield,  their  rock,  and  their  high  tower. 
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What  shall  I  say?  God  hath  gathered  together  all  things 
into  One,  even  in  him,  whose  Spirit,  life,  and  light  eternal 
is  the  One  substance,  which  answers  all  the  figures  and 
shadows  of  the  law,  and  they  are  all  comprehended,  and 
fulfilled,  and  end  in  him.  So  that  he  is  the  end  of  the  law 
for  righteousness,  to  all  that  believe  in  him.  And  he  min- 
isters righteousness,  he  ministers  truth,  he  ministers  life, 
he  ministers  sah^ation,  he  ministers  power,  he  ministers 
pure,  heavenly  wisdom;  and  no  good  thing  will  he  withhold 
from  them  that  come  unto  him  in  the  drawings  of  his  Fa- 
ther, and  follow  him  whithersoever  he  leads,  and  obey  his 
gospel,  which  is  everlastingly  new  and  living. 

Now,  this  precious  ministry  hath  been  withdrawn,  and 
hid  from  ages  and  generations,  in  the  long  night  of  the 
great  apostasy  and  thick  darkness.  And  how  could  it  be 
otherwise  ?  For  men  being  in  the  dark,  and  having  erred 
from  the  true  Spirit,  and  let  in  a  wrong  spirit,  and  built  up 
wrong  churches;  and  having  not  known  the  true  wilder- 
ness (nor  being  willing  to  flee  into  it)  whither  the  true 
church  fled,  and  was  nourished  by  God  with  the  true  food, 
even  with  the  true,  living  virtue  and  nourishment,  all  this 
dark  night  of  the  apostasy, — I  say,  how  could  they  come  at 
the  true  light,  the  true  Spirit,  the  true  power  (from  which 
the  true  ministry  is),  which  did  not  visibly  now  appear,  but 
was  with  the  true  church  in  the  wilderness?  So  that  there 
hath  been  a  true  church  all  this  while,  which  the  gates  of 
hell  have  not  been  able  to  prevail  against,  as  to  her  inward 
temple  and  altar  (nor  over  the  worshippers  which  have  wor- 
shipped therein),  although  they  have  gained  the  outward 
court;  God  having  severed  it  from  his  inward  building, 
and  given  it  to  the  Gentiles  in  spirit;  who  are  not  true 
Jews,  who  are  not  worshippers  in  the  Spirit,  and  in  the 
truth.     Rev.  xxi.  1,  2. 

But  now,  at  length,  blessed  be  the  Lord,  the  long  night 
of  darkness  draws  towards  an  end;  yea,  is  come  to  an  end 
in  many  spirits ;  and  the  true  light  is  broken  forth  again 
(and  shineth  again  inwardly  in  many),  and  the  true  minis- 
try is  revived  again,  and  the  everlasting  gospel  (the  ever- 
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lasting  covenant  of  life,  mercy,  and  salvation^  in  and 
through  Christ  Jesus,  the  light  and  ]ife  of  men)  preached 
again.  For  now  it  is  not  only  outwardly  read,  that  "  God 
is  light;"  hut  the  message  hath  heen  received,  and  persons 
chosen,  and  sent  forth  by  God  to  publish  it ;  and  to  turn 
men  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  Satan's  power  to 
God.  And,  blessed  be  the  Lord,  the  publishing  of  this  pre- 
cious testimony  (in  the  power  and  authority  of  the  Most 
High)  hath  not  been  in  vain.  But  the  captivity  of  many 
hath  been  broken  by  the  power  of  light,  and  the  power  and 
strength  of  darkness  (inwardly)  overturned  by  it.  Ob,  how 
hath  the  strong  man,  which  kept  the  house,  before  the 
stronger  than  be  appeared  in  the  name  and  authority  of  his 
Father, — I  say,  how  hath  he  trembled  at  the  inward  and 
spiritual  appearance  of  him  that  was  stronger  than  he!  And 
how  have  the  pillars  of  the  old  building  been  shaken !  How 
hath  the  witness  of  God  been  reached  to  in  men's  spirits ! 
How  have  the  dead  been  raised,  the  blind  eye  opened,  the 
deaf  ear  unstopped,  the  dumb  tongue  loosed,  the  lame 
caused  to  leap  as  a  hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  to 
sing,  the  inward,  spiritual  leprosy  cleansed,  and  done  away 
for  ever,  the  wounded  healed,  the  broken-hearted  bound 
np !  And  what  hath  not  the  Lord  done  inwardly  and  spirit- 
ually for  his  people,  who  have  been  sensible  of  his  appear- 
ance, and  gathered  by  his  Spirit  and  power  to  the  true  Shi- 
loh,  who  is  the  true  Shepherd,  the  land  of  the  living,  the 
holy  city  and  temple,  the  light  of  the  city,  the  life  of  the 
city,  the  gates  and  wall  of  the  city,  the  king  and  kingdom 
both  !  For  his  life,  his  nature,  his  Spirit  is  all,  and  in  all. 
Ah!  what  do  we  desire  to  have,  but  Christ  the  seed,  and 
this  seed  sown  in  our  hearts  and  abiding  in  us,  and  his  life, 
righteousness  and  glory,  his  holy  power,  dominion,  and 
kingdom  springing  up  in  it?  And  as,  in  the  apostles'  days 
there  was  the  seal  to  their  testimony  in  people's  hearts, 
where  their  ministry  was  ordered  by  the  Lord,  and  was  re- 
ceived ;  even  so  it  is  now.  Oh,  how  doth  the  witness  an- 
swer in  men's  hearts  and  consciences!  And  they  that  keep 
to  the  witness,  and  its  testimony,  not  hearkening  after  words 
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to  the  wisdom  of  the  flesh;  how  do  they  become  living 
epistles,  to  be  seen  and  read  of  all  men,  as  the  Lord  pleas- 
eth  to  open  that  eye  in  any,  which  can  see  and  read. 

Now,  to  be  often  testifying  of  this  light  (which  the  Lord 
hath  visited  us  with,  and  wherein  we  experience  the  knowl- 
edge of  his  Son,  and  redemption  by  him),  to  us  it  is  not 
grievous;  and  it  is  good  and  safe  for  others.  Therefore,  it 
arising  in  my  heart,  in  the  springings  of  life,  and  lying  up- 
on me  (as  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord)  to  give  forth  this  further 
short  testimony,  for  the  sakes  of  such  as  have  any  desire, 
to  know  and  experience  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus;  I  am 
given  up  in  spirit  to  serve  my  God  therein;  and  do  ^ve  it 
forth  in  humility,  in  fear,  in  tenderness  of  spirit,  in  true 
love,  with  breathings  to  my  God,  that  he  would  please  to 
open  the  hearts  of  those  that  shall  be  inclined  to  read  it, 
that  they  may  feel  somewhat  of  that  in  themselves,  from 
which  the  testimony  came;  and  so  therefrom  may  hear,  in 
true  sense  and  understanding,  the  true  and  good  report  of 
the  sound  of  life  and  salvation  in  this  our  age,  and  may 
learn  so  to  turn  inwardly  from  the  darkness  to  the  light, 
from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God's  Spirit  and  appearance  in- 
wardly, that  the  arm  of  tlie  Lord  may  be  revealed  in  them, 
and  powerfully  stretched  out  for  them. 

And  this  is  the  precious  knowledge  of  Christ  indeed,  even 
to  know  Christ  the  power  of  God,  Christ  the  wisdom  of 
God,  inwardly  revealed  and  working  in  the  heart,  destroy- 
ing sin  there,  and  building  up  the  holy  building,  where  he 
himself  will  dwell  and  reign.  Oh  that  all  that  truly  breathe 
after  him,  might  not  be  withheld  from  him  (and  his  living 
testimony,  and  inward  appearance)  by  the  power  of  dark- 
ness and  deceit,  which  works  subtly  in  the  heart  against 
the  appearance,  power,  and  work  of  the  Lord  there,  but 
might  thus  come  to  know  him !  Amen. 
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THE 

ANCIENT   PRINCIPLE   OF   TRUTH,   &C. 

QUESTION    L 

What  is  this  light  which  wo  so  earnestly  testify  of,  and 
whereof  we  affirm,  That  all  men  are,  or  have  been,  in  some 
meaaure,  enlightened  by  it?    And  what  is  the  nature  of  it? 

ANSWER. 

It  is  that  which  shineth  from  God  in  the  heart,  wherein 
God  is  near  to  men ;  and  wherein  and  whereby  men  may 
seek  after  God,  and  find  him. 

God  is  a  spirit;  and  his  Spirit  and  presence  is  near  to  all 
men.  "Whither  shall  I  go  from  thy  Spirit?  Or  whither 
shall  I  flee  from  thy  presence?"  Psal.  cxxxix.  7.  &c.  It  is 
impossible  for  any  so  to  do.  For  God,  who  is  a  Spirit  (and 
the  Father  of  spirits),  is  nigh  to  every  spirit.  Every  spirit 
depends  upon  him,  the  fountain  of  spirits ;  and  hath  its  be- 
ing, life,  and  motion  from  him,  and  in  him,  after  a  sense; 
though  not  after  such  a  sense,  as  they  who  are  quickened 
by  him  experience. 

Now  God,  who  is  light,  being  so  near  every  man,  doth  he 
never  shine  upon  them?  They  are  darkness;  but  doth  he 
never  appear  in  the  darkness?  He  who  is  light,  loveth  man- 
kind; doth  he  never  visit  them  with  his  love?  He  knoweth 
what  and  how  great  inward  and  spiritual  enemies  mankind 
have;'  doth  he  never  make  any  discoveries  of  their  enemies 
to  them?  Yes;  the  light  is  near  all  mankind,  to  discover  to 
them,  and  help  them  against  the  darkness;  and  the  love  is 
near  to  help  them  against  the  enmity  which  destroyeth,  and 
so  to  save  them.  For  whosoever  joineth  to  the  light  of 
God's  Spirit,  cannot  but  witness  salvation  thereby;  for  it  is 
of  a  saving  nature,  and  bringeth  salvation  with  it  to  all  that 


1K4  TMm  WOBKS  OF 

rteehre  h.  Ckmt  is  in  it,  ud  is  knowB  b j  it  (inwaidlr. 
ppiritnallT,  liringlj  known  i.  and  lie  is  not*  nor  enn  be^ 
Imown  withoat  it.  He  that  knoweth  the  light  of  God's 
Spirit  knoweth  Christ;  and  he^that  beliereth  in  it  beliereth 
in  him;  and  he  that  knoweth  not,  nor  believeth  therein, 
neither  knoweth  nor  b^lieveth  in  Christ.  So  that  as  the 
Jewa'  circiinicii^ion  oatward,  and  their  knowledge  and  think- 
ing to  be  jiiiitified  by  the  righteoosness  and  works  of  the 
law  (which  moi^t  of  them  brake,  and  were  transgressors  of; 
though  Paul  eaiil,  he  was,  **^  touching  the  rigfateonsness 
wliich  is  in  the  hiw,  blameless  *'), — I  gay,  as  this  was  dis- 
owne<I,  and  denied  by  Christ  and  his  apostles;  and  the  eir- 
cumcisiion,  and  work  of  God  on  the  hearts  of  the  Gentiles 
set  over  it,  and  exalted  above  it,  as  Bom.  ii.  so  is  it  now  al- 
i^o.  The  knowledge  of  those,  and  belief  of  those,  who  own 
the  light,  and  believe  in  the  light,  is  owned  by  God's  Spirit 
(in  thirt  onr  day  (for  the  true  believing  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
(yhrirtt,  and  for  that  knowledge  which  is  life  eternal ;  and 
the  knowing  and  believing  on  him,  as  men  account  it,  ac- 
cording to  their  apprehensions  of  the  letter,  without  this,  is 
reckoned  with  God  for  ignorance  and  unbelief. 

Ho  that  in  this  is  God  known,  in  this  is  Christ  believed 
in.  Here  God  draws  nigh  to  every  man,  and  is  a  Grod  not 
afar  off,  but  nigh  at  hand ;  and  his  salvation  is  nigh,  and 
liis  righteousness  ready  to  be  revealed  here ;  and  here  every 
man  may  seek  after  and  obtain  the  knowledge  of  him,  the 
saving  knowledge,  the  knowledge  of  the  grace,  of  the  gift 
of  grace  M'hich  brings  salvation.  In  this  is  the  Son  kissed, 
in  this  is  he  drawn  nigh  to,  and  come  to  by  the  soul,  and 
not  out  of  it  Here  are  the  drawings  of  the  Father  felt. 
Let  any  man  feel  this,  he  feels  that  which  begets  to  God; 
lio  foolrt  that  which  comes  from  the  Sou,  is  of  the  nature  of 
the  Hon,  wliorciu  the  Father  draws  the  heart  of  the  child 
whom  ho  begets,  to  the  Son.  And  in  this  as  the  soul  comes, 
it  comes  out  of  the  darkness  wherein  Christ  is  not  nor 
dwollH,  into  the  light  wherein  Christ  is  with  the  Father; 
and  so  in  this  the  soul  is  ever  near,  and  out  of  it  still  afar 
oil.     In  this  is  the  holy  root  witnessed,  and  the  ingrafting 
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thereinto;  out  of  this  the  holy  root  is  not  known,  nor  can 
men  understand  what  it  is  to  be  ingrafted  into  him,  and 
how  he  is  an  Olive-tree,  a  Vine,  a  Door,  a  Shepherd,  a 
Leader,  a  Captain,  a  Redeemer.*  Nor  can  men  possibly 
know  the  voice  of  the  true  Shepherd  from  the  voice  of  a 
stranger,  till  they  come  hither;  nor  how  the  true  Shepherd 
walks  before  his  sheep,  and  what  it  is  to  follow  him  out  of 
that  which  destroys,  into  that  which  regenerates,  makes 
new  and  living,  till  they  come  hither. 

Now  this  inward  light  is  abundantly  testified  of  in  the 
Scriptures. 

As  first  by  Moses,  who  speaking  of  the  other  covenant, 
the  new  covenant,  the  covenant  of  circumcising  the  heart, 
tnrneth  ordirecteth  the  mind  to  this  word  or  commandment 
nigh,  whereby  alone  it  can  be  done,  as  Deut.  xxx.  And 
this  was  the  reason  why  God  so  often  commanded  the  Jews 
to  circumcise  their  hearts,  and  to  wash  them  and  make  them 
clean  from  their  wicked  ways  and  vain  thoughts;  because 
Moses  had  directed  their  minds  to  that,  and  that  was  near 
to  them,  wherein  and  whereby  it  might  be  done.  In  an- 
other place,  he  bids  them  make  them  a  new  heart.  Ezek. 
xviii.  31.  How  could  that  be  done?  Why,  by  turning  to 
God's  Spirit  which  strove  with  them,  his  power  would  ef- 
fect it  in  them;  and  men  are  said  to  purify  their  hearts, 
through  the  Spirit,  in  loving  and  obeying  the  truth  which 
doth  it.  1  Peter  i.  22.   Johu  xvii.  17. 

Secondly,  By  Job,  who  speaks  of  God's  candle  shining 
upon  his  head,  and  of  walking  through  darkness  by  his 
light,  chap.  xxix.  SO.  He  speaks  likewise  of  those  that  re- 
bel against  the  light,  that  know  not  the  waj^s  thereof,  nor 
abide  in  the  paths  thereof,  chap.  xxiv.  18. 

Thirdly,  By  David,  who  by  it  saw  through  the  types  and 
shadows  to  the  substance,  and  grew  wiser  than  his  teachers, 
he  knowing  the  word  within,  and  having  his  candle  lighted 
by  it,  so  that  he  knew  the  inward  law  which  converts  the 
soul,  and  was  led  by  God's  light  and  truth  shining  in  his 
inward  parts.    Psal.  xliii.  3. 

Fourthly,  By  Solomon,  "The  commandment  is  a  lam^. 

Vol,  m.— 2^ 
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aod  the  law  light,  and  the  reproofs  of  histractioii  the  way 
of  life."  Prov.  vi.  28.  Every  one  that  experienceth  the 
light,  the  law,  the  commandment  within,  kuoweth  it  to  be 
thus.  Again,  saith  he,  **The  path  of  the  joBt  is  a  shining 
light,  that  sliineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day," 
chap.  iv.  18.  Just  as  a  light,  which  shines  outwardly,  is  to 
the  outward  man ;  such  is  the  inward  light  to  the  inward 
man;  yea  more:  for  inwardly  the  light  and  the  way  is  all 
one.  Christ  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life,  which  are 
three  names. of  one  and  the  same  thing.  And  be  that 
walks  in  the  light,  walks  in  the  way  of  life  and  holiness; 
which  he  that  walks  in  the  darkness  walks  out  of.  I  shall 
mention  but  one  place  more,  which  is  vcrj'  ditterently  ren- 
dered, it  is  chap.  xx.  27.  The  new  translation  renders  it 
thus:  ''The  spirit  of  man  is  the  candle  of  the  Lord,  search- 
ing all  the  inward  parts  of  the  belly."  The  old  thus,  "The 
light  of  the  Lord  is  the  breath  of  man,  and  searcheth  all 
the  bowels  of  the  belly."  The  heart  of  man  (the  unregener- 
ate  mind,  the  unregenerate  spirit)  is  deceitful  above  all 
things,  and  desperately  wicked ;  that  whereby  God  search- 
eth it,  is  his  light,  his  candle,  his  own  Holy  Spirit. 

Fifthly,  By  the  prophets,  as  Isaiah,  Jeremy,  Ezekiel, 
Micah,  &c.  who  said,  "lie  hath  showed  thee,  D  man,  what 
is  good.  And  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to 
do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy;  and  to  humble  thyself  to  walk 
with  thy  God?"  chap.  vi.  8.  How  doth  God  show  this  to 
mankind,  but  by  the  inward  light  of  his  Spirit? 

Sixthly,  By  John  Baptist,  who  was  the  forerunner,  and 
testilied  of  Christ  as  of  the  inward  and  spiritual  baptizer, 
who  had  liis  fan  in  his  hand.  What  is  that?  What  doth 
Christ  fan  with?  What  doth  he  fan,  and  with  what?  The 
light  within  is  a  fan,  the  Spirit  within  is  a  spirit  of  judg- 
ment and  burning;  it  scatters  the  darkness;  yea,  it  con- 
sumes and  burns  up  the  dross  and  stubble  there. 

Seventhly,  By  Christ  himself^  who  said,  "This  is  the 
condemnation,  that  light  is  come  into  the  world,  and  men 
loved  darkness  rather  than  light,  because  their  deeds  were 
evil."  John  iii.  19.    Mark  how  Christ  preached  the  light 
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(the  seed,  the  kingdom,  the  leaven),  and  bid  men  bring 
their  deeds  to  it,  and  blamed  them  that  did  not,  ver.  20,  21. 
How  can  there  be  an  iuWard  Jew,  an  inward  circumcision, 
without  an  inward  law,  iuwai-d-  light,  and  inward  testi- 
mony? And  to  this  inward  law  and  testimony,  must  the  in- 
ward Jew  daily  have  recourse,  and  bring  his  deeds  thither, 
to  be  judged  and  scanned  there. 

Again,  Christ  saith,  "I  am  the  light  of  the  world:  he 
that  followeth  me  shall  not  walk  in  darkness,  but  shall  have 
the  light  of  life,"  chap.  viii.  12.  How  is  Christ  the  light  of 
the  world?  Or  how  was  Christ  the  light  of  the  world?  Was 
he  only  so,  as  he  appeared  in  that  body  of  flesh  ?  Is  he  not 
so  in  his  inward  and  spiritual  appearance?  Is  he  not  the 
universal  light,  the  Sun  of  righteousness,  which  enlighten- 
eth  the  whole  dark  world?  Yet  again  he  saith :  "Yet  a  little 
while  is  the  light  with  you;  walk  while  ye  have  the  light,  lest 
darkness  come  upon  you ;  for  he  that  walketh  in  darkness, 
knoweth  not  whither  he  goeth.  While  ye  have  the  light 
believe  in  the  light,  that  ye  may  be  the  children  of  light," 
chap.  xii.  85,  86,  This  is  Christ's  direction  to  men  how  they 
raay  become  true  believers;  to  wit,  by  believing  in  the  light 
The  light  shines  in  the  darkness  ("ye  were  darkness"),  and 
by  believing  in  it,  men  become  children  of  it. 

Eighthlj^,  By  the  apostles  and  evangelists.  They  were 
sent  to  turn  men  from  darkness  to  light.  Acts  xxvi.  18.  and 
they  testified  of  the  light  they  were  to  turn  men  to ;  deliv- 
ered their  message  that  God  was  light,  and  that  in  him  was 
no  darkness  at  all.  Thej^  preached  Christy  the  light,  the 
life,  the  way,  the  truth:  they  turned  men  from  Satan's 
spirit,  which  is  darkness,  to  God's  Spirit,  which  is  light. 

John  the  evangelist  testified  of  "the  Word  which  was  in 
the  beginning,"  and  said,  "  In  him  was  life,  and  the  life  was 
the  light  of  men.  And  the  light  shineth  in  darkness,  and 
the  darkness  comprehended  it  not,"  chap.  i.  4,  5.  And 
again  saith,  speaking  of  him,  "That  was  the  true  light, 
which  lighteth  everj^  man  that  cometh  into,  the  world," 
ver.  9. 

Paul* saith,  "Whatsoever  doth  make  manifest  is  light" 
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Ephes.  y.  8.  Wherefore  ^^  awake  thou  that  sleepest,  and 
arise  from  the  dead,"  ver.  14.  for  God  hath  sent  forth  the 
light  of  his  Son  to  rouse  thee.  Again,  he  professedly  aver- 
reth,  that  the  Word  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart  was  that 
Word  of  faith  which  he  preached.  Rom.  x.  8.  If  so,  then 
that  is  the  Word  of  faith  which  is  to  he  believed  in,  if  men 
would  believe  in  Christ,  and  be  saved  by  him. 

James  speaketh  of  God  as  the  Father  of  lights,  from 
whom  every  good  and  perfect  gift  proceedeth,  chap.  i.  17. 
Then  surely  from  him  is  the  grace,  and  the  gift  (the  free 
gift)  by  grace,  which  is  upon  all  to  justification  of  life,  that 
receive  it,  and  follow  the  teachings  of  it. 

Peter  speaks  of  the  more  sure  word  of  prophecy,  to  which 
men  should  take  heed;  and  wait  (in  taking  heed  to  that) 
for  the  dawning  of  the  day,  and  the  arising  of  the  day-star 
in  the  heart  2  Peter  i.  19,  Indeed  all  men  ought  to  wait  . 
for,  and  give  heed  to,  the  light  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  and  the 
holy  prophecies,  warnings,  and  directions  thereof  in  their 
hearts. 

And  John,  at  last,  as  I  may  say,  in  that  book  of  the  Reve- 
lation (closing  up  the  testimony  of  that  age  and  generation) 
speaks  of  walking  in  the  light  of  the  Lamb,  chap.  xxi.  23, 
24.  (which  every  one  that  comes  to  witness  the  true  light 
ought  to  do,  else  there  is  no  true  fellowship  with  God,  nor 
with  his  sanctified  ones,  who  are  gathered  into  and  walk  in 
the  light,  even  as  God  is  in  the  light.  1  John  i.  7.)  And  the 
angel  that  opened  the  prophecies  and  mysteries  of  that 
book  to  John,  said,  that  "the  testimony  of  Jesus  is  the 
Spirit  of  prophecy,''  chap.  xix.  10.  So  then,  he  that  hath 
this  Spirit  of  prophecy,  he  that  hath  this  inward  light,  hath 
the  testimony  of  Jesus;  but  he  that  hath  it  not,  hath  not 
the  testimony  itself,  but  only  words  concerning  the  testi- 
mony.  For  this  is  the  distinction  between  the  true  be- 
liever and  the  false :  the  true  believer  hath  the  spirit  of 
prophecy,  the  witness  in  himself,  1  John  v.  10.  the  false  be- 
liever hath  but  the  outward  testimony  or  relation  of  things; 
but  not  the  inward  substance,  the  covenant  and  law  of  life 
within. 
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QUESTION   11. 

What  doth  this  light  do  inwardly  in  the  hearts  of  those 
that  receive  it,  believe  iu  it,  and  give  up  to  it? 

ANSWER 

It  doth  all  that  is  requisite  to  he  done,  from  the  soul's 
coming  out  of  spiritual  Egj-pt  into  the  land  of  rest;  and  all 
that  is  needful  for  its  growth  and  preservation  there. 

First,  It  eulighteneth.  It  showeth  what  is  evil,  and  also 
what  is  good,  according  to  the  measure  and  proportion  of 
it,  and  according  to  God's  causing  it  to  shine  in  the  heart- 
It  discovers  the  mystery  of  darkness,  the  mystery  of  ungod- 
liness, the  mystery  of  iniquity,  the  mystery  of  deceit  in  all 
its  mysterious  workings;  for  nothing  is  hid  from  the  light 
of  him  with  whom  we  have  to  do.  And  it  also  discovers 
the  mystery  of  godliness,  the  mystery  of  holiness,  the  pure 
way  and  commandment  of  life;  and  gives  all  the  believers 
(the  true  believers  in  Christ)  this  experience,  that  "his  com- 
mandment is  life  everlasting."  Thei'«  is  nothing  the  heart 
needs  desire  to  know  of  Qod,  but  this  makes  it  manifest  in 
the  due  season.  It  opens  the  very  mystery  of  the  Scriptures, 
gives  the  right  understanding  and  application  of  the  prom- 
ises, and  fulfils  tlie  prophecies  thereof  in  the  heart. 

Secondly,  It  doth  not  only  manifest  the  good  and  evil, 
but  likewise  inclines  the  mind  to  choose  the  good,  and  re- 
fuse the  evil.  It  draws  from  the  evil,  and  towards  the  good; 
yea,  and  the  soul  is  made  willing  in  the  day  of  him  who  is 
light,  and  who  appears  in  the  light,  and  reveals  his  power 
there.  There  is  a  way,  a  high-way,  spoken  of,  Isa.  xxxv.  8. 
called  the  way  of  holiness,  which  the  unclean  can  neither 
discern  nor  pass  over  to;  but  the  light  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  the  measure  of  grace  and  truth  wherewith  he  en- 
lightens men,  so  manifests  and  leads  into  this  way,  that  they 
that  are  taught  and  guided  by  him,  shall  walk  therein,  and 
Dot  err. 
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Thirdly,  It  scatters  the  darkness,  breaks  the  power  of  the 
enemy;  it  makes  one  with  him  who  is  all  power,  and  giveth 
to  partake  thereof;  so  that  power  is  given  to  become  sons 
in  the  light,  to  the  children  of  the  light;  power  given  to  be- 
come kings  and  priests  to  God ;  power  given  to  reign  in  the 
dominion  of  his  life,  in  the  dominion  of  his  truth,  over  sin, 
over  death,  over  deceit ;  and  to  offer  up  the  holy,  living  sac- 
rifices to  God. 

What  shall  I  say?  It  is  one  with  Christ,  it  is  of  his  heav- 
enly Spirit  and  nature,  it  makes  way  for  him,  it  leads  to 
him,  it  fills  with  him,  it  brings  into  unity  and  fellowship 
both  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  where  the  peace  which 
passeth  understanding,  and  the  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of 
glory,  abounds.  This  is  the  gospel  message,  that  God  is 
light;  and  they  that  are  gathered  into  and  abide  in  this 
light,  they  are  gathered  into  and  abide  in  unity  and  fellow- 
ship, both  with  the  Father  and  the  Son, 

David  had  great  sense  and  great  experience  of  this  light 
of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  and  of  liis  truth  sent  forth,  manifested, 
and  revealed  in  his  inward  parts,  as  is  signified,  Psa.  li.  6. 
and  again,  in  that  vehement  prayer  of  his:  Psa.  xliii.  3. 
"Oh!  send  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth;  let  them  lead  me, 
let  them  bring  me  unto  thy  holy  hill,  and  to  thy  tabenia- 
cles.  Then  will  I  go  unto  the  altar  of  God,  unto  God  the 
gladness  of  my  joy ;  yea,  upon  the  harp  will  I  praise  thee, 
O  God,  my  God."  Indeed  when  the  light  shines,  and  the 
truth  springs  up  in  the  heart,  it  leads  to  him  that  is  true,  it 
leads  to  the  holy  hill  and  mountain  of  the  Lord,  and  to  the 
inward  altar;  which  they  have  no  right  to,  who  serve  and 
worship  at  the  outward ;  and  the  harp  is  known  whereon 
the  Most  High  is  praised,  even  that  inward  harp,  whereof 
David's  outward  harp  was  but  the  figure.  Therefore  they 
that  come  to  the  holy  hill  of  God,  to  the  mountain  of  the 
Lord's  house,  and  to  that  holy  building  which  was  roared 
there,  they  invite  and  encourage  othe»  to  walk  in  that  light 
which  led  them  thither,  wherein  communion  with  God,  and 
one  with  another,  and  the  blessings  of  life  and  peace  are 
enjoyed.  Isa.  ii.  5. 
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Bat  what  should  I  speak  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  light 
and  grace  of  the  Spirit  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  or  of  what 
it  is  able  to  do,  and  of  what  he  is  pleased  to  work  by  it  ?  I 
shall  only  say  this,  that  as  the  fulness  was  enough  for  Christ, 
and  ,to  fit  him  for  the  work  which  he  had  to  do ;  so  the 
measure  of  grace  and  truth  which  he  bestows,  is  enough  for 
every  man.  "My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee,"  said  God  to 
Paul ,  and  so  it  is  for  every  man.  There  is  no  want  of  suf- 
ficiency in  the  grace  of  God,  in  the  seed  of  the  kingdom,  in 
the  pearl  of  price,  in  the  holy  leaven,  in  the  heavenly  salt ; 
but  the  virtue  and  strength  of  it  is  greater  than  the  enemy 
is  able  to  withstand;  and  he  that  keeps  to  it,  and  departs 
not  Trom  it,  shall  feel  life  and  power  springing  up  in  it,  to 
quicken  him,  and  carry  him  through  all  that  God  requires 
of  him.  For  the  water  which  Christ  gives  is  a  well,  spring- 
ing up  (in  him  to  whom  it  is  given)  unto  life  eternal;  and 
this  water  is  able  to  wash,  able  to  nourish,  able  to  fill  the 
soul  with  living  virtue,  which  waiteth  for  it  and  partaketh 
of  it.  And  all  the  nations  of  them  that  are  saved,  are  to 
walk  in  the  light  of  God's  Spirit.  To  this  men  are  to  be 
turned,  unto  this  they  are  to  be  gathered,  into  this  they  are 
to  be  translated  (even  from  the  kingdom  of  darkness,  into 
the  Son's  marvellous  light) :  and  being  changed  by  it  (into 
its  nature)  become  light  in  the  Lord,  and  ought  to  walk  in 
the  light,  as  God  is  in  the  light.  1  John  i.  7. 

QUESTION    IIL 

How  doth  the  mind  come  to  be  enlightened,  and  the  can- 
dle of  the  Lord  come  to  be  set  up  in  the  soul  ? 

ANSWER. 

By  God's  causing  it  to  shine  there,  and  the  mind's  being 
turned  to  it,  and  given  up  to  be  exercised  by  it,  as  it  pleas- 
eth  the  Lord  to  cause  it  to  shine. 

The  power  of  the  Lord  reachetb  to  the  pure  principle  of 
life  aud  light  in  the  heart,  in  the  seasons  of  h\%  ^oo^  ^^<ds^ 
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nre.  This  being  reached  to  and  touched  by  the  Lord,  an- 
swers his  touch,  his  visit,  his  call;  and  the  mind  being 
turned  to  it,  sensible  of  it,  and  willing  to  let  it  into  its  nat- 
ure and  spirit,  and  to  become  one  with  it  (suffering  with  it, 
and  bearing  its  cross);  the  seed  coraeth  to  grow  there,  the 
light  which  was  hid  and  overwhelmed  under  the  earth  (un- 
der the  earthly  wisdom,  the  earthly  will,  the  earthly  knowl- 
edge, the  earthly  desires,  the  earthly  delights,  &c.)  cometh 
to  be  lighted  up  there;  yea,  the  life  cometh  to  be  quickened 
more  and  more,  and  the  holy  leaven  to  spread  more  and 
more  there.  And  this  sensible  plant  of  God's  renown  being 
thus  entertained,  and  being  not  afterwards  grieved,  de- 
spised, quenched,  or  hurt,  by  the  giving  way  to,  and  letting 
in  of  that  which  is  contrary  to  it,  it  shooteth  up  into  a  king- 
dom of  righteousness,  into  a  tree  of  righteousness,  within 
the  compass  whereof,  and  under  the  shadow  whereof,  the 
soul  sitteth  down  in  peace  and  rest,  and  is  defended  and 
nourished  with  that  which  is  pure  and  living,  and  full  of 
the  pure  sap  and  virtue,  and  so  becomes  strong  in  the  Lord, 
and  in  the  power  of  his  might,  against  the  power  and 
strength  of  darkness.  Now,  this  all  men  may  experience 
(at  fii-st  in  some  low  measure  and  degree,  and  afterwards 
more  and  more)  as  they  come  to  feel  after,  and  have  a  sense 
of  that  which  is  of  God,  and  good  in  the  heart,  and  come  to 
join  and  give  up  to  it.  For  then  it  will  be  working  against, 
and  purging  out,  that  which  is  of  a  contrary  nature,  and 
overspreading  the  heart  with  its  own  nature;  insomuch  as 
that  which  was  the  least  will  become  the  greatest;  and  that 
which  was  the  lowest  of  all  (and  indeed  trampled  under 
foot)  will  rise  up  into  dominion  and  power  over  all,  and 
bring  all  under.  So  that  the  lofty  city,  the  lofty  building 
of  fleshly  wisdom,  and  of  sin  and  iniquity  in  the  heart,  will 
be  laid  low,  and  the  feet  of  the  seed  shall  tread  it  down ; 
even  the  feet  of  that  which  was  once  poor  and  needy,  until 
it  was  anointed,  and  its  horn  exalted  by  the  Lord. 
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QUESTION    IV, 

How  is  the  light  or  candle  of  the  Lord  diminished,  and 
at  length  extinguished  or  put  out  in  some?  Or  how  cometh 
thatahout? 

ANSWER. 

By  their  neglecting,  despising,  quenching  it;  hearkening 
and  giving  way  to  the  contrary  spirit  in  its  motions  and 
temptations.  For  as  the  good  let  in,  stops  and  works  out 
the  evil;  so  the  evil  let  in,  stops  and  works  out  the  good: 
so  the  Philistine  nature  given  way  to,  stops  the  inward 
well  which  Jacob  had  digged  and  opened.  There  is  a  time 
when  life  is  ^  mystery,  a  fountain  sealed ;  and  there  is  a 
time  wherein  God  unseals  the  fountain,  and  opens  the  mys- 
tery in  the  heart.  Oh !  then  great  care  is  to  be  had,  and 
the  soul  is  to  lie  very  low  in  the,  pure  fear,  that  it  may  con- 
tinue in  his  goodness,  and  walk  worthy  of  his  love,  that  the 
fountain  may  be  kept  open,  and  the  pure  springs  of  the  holy 
land  flow,  and  not  be  sealed  and  shut  up  again.  For  there 
are  some  that  rebel  against  the  light,  and  they  dwell  in  -a 
dry  land.  There  were  some  that  did  always  resist  and  vex 
God's  Spirit,  and  the  Lord's  Spirit  ceased  striving  with 
them,  and  gave  them  up  to  a  reprobate  sense  and  judgment 
concerning  the  things  of  God.  There  are  some  that  do  not 
improve  God's  good  talent,  and  from  them  that  which  was 
once  given  is  again  taken  away.  Yea,  the  candle  of  the 
wicked  shall  onetime  or  other  be  put  out,  and  they  shall  be 
silent  in  darkness,  and  their  mouth  stopped  from  having 
any  thing  to  say  against  God,  his  truth  and  people  for  ever- 
more. And  all  men  had  need  to  take  heed  how  they  be  wan- 
ton with  the  grace  of  God,  or  despise  the  day  of  their  visita- 
tion by  the  holy  light  of  God's  Spirit;  for  if  God  take  away 
the  talent,  if  God  put  out  the  inward  candle,  who  can  light 
it  again?    Oh!  how  did  poor  David,  the  man  after  God's 
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owB  Leart,  ^i^fr  bj  !trrir  ?  the  enonr'*  temptations  in  up- 
on Liiii !  -CV>t  Eie  r-Mt  awar  fr>in  tiij  presence,"  said  he, 
-ar.«l  take  n  jt  tLy  tt/v  ?T»irit  n»m  me.**  Indeed  he  did 
lcr»fr  Li.-»  c»-»:.'r:r.«.»n  at  tL-  pivs^nt,  a;;d  he  speaks  as  a  man 
in  ilantrer  of  h^iuz  q'lite  nn«!oae;  thou^i  aftervrards  he 
eame  to  coHifort  and  a**uranoe  that  God  would  restore  to 
liiiii  the  joy  of  hi:*  j^alvation,  and  li^ht  his  candle,  and  en- 
li;rliteri  hU  iLirkn»*-s  a!rain. 

I$Mt  I  am  not  iu^eiiMhle  of  what  donhts  and  disputes  there 

are   in  iuc^ua  minds  al>out  this  testimony  which  we  give 

(from  c»?ptain  knowlo<lire   and  true  experience)  concerning 

the  light  wherewith  God  enlighteneth  souls.  At  first,  when 

the  tcrttimony  first  came  forth,  men  would  not  grant  such  a 

thing  as  a  light  from  God  in  men,  which  convincetl  of  and 

rei»roved  for  sin ;  hut  now  there  are  many  will  assent  to 

that,  who  yet  cannot  helievc  it  to  he  a  measure  of  the  grace 

uihI  truth  which  comes  hy  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  in  it  the 

Huflicioncy    and  power  of   God  is  revealed,   against  the 

Htrcngth  and  power  of  Satan.    But  let  such  seriously  con- 

Hidor, 

KiTHt,  Who  they  are  that  have  testified,  and  testify  of 
thin  liglit.  Thoy  are  persons  who  generally  have  been  deeply 
rxfr<'iK(Ml  in  religion:  persons  who  have  read  the  Seript- 
iin'H  vcM'y  diligently,  with  much  praying  and  waiting  upon 
<}()<!,  for  the  true,  certain,  and  clear  understanding  of  them: 
juM'HouK  who  (rtovoml  of  them)  have  had  experience  of  most 
(if  not  all  othor)  Hoparatcd  ways,  hut  could  never  meet  with 
tho  HUMWor  of  the  cry  of  their  souls,  nor  with  satisfaction  to 
\\\\\\  hlrth  which  hreathed  in  them  after  the  Lord  night  and 

divy. 

Heoondly,  What  their  testimony  is;  which  is  manifold. 

M  tlrnt,  that  they  were  by  the  Lord  (even  by  his  Holy 

K**'    *  -'m1  the  shinings  and  springings  of  his  precious  seed 

>rncd  to  this  light,  and  shown  it  to  be  of  God. 

That  In  tnruing  to  it,  they  still  meet  with  the 

>poan\niH>,  and  power  of  the  Lord  M'orking  in 

I.    Thh^Hy.  Tliat  it  did  not  only  discover  sin  to 

a)«v>  powerftdly  resist  it,  fight  against  it,  and 
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bring  it  under;  wbioh  no  light  Mid  power  besides  tiie  light 
and  power  of  God*8  Spirit  can  do.  Fourthly,  That  the  life 
of  the  Sou  is  manifested  and  revealed  in  it,  and  they  come 
therein  tmly  to  see,  and  taste,  and  handle  the  Word  of  eter* 
nal  life.  Fifthly,  That  in  this  light  they  come  to  witness 
cleansing  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  the  everlasting 
covenant  made  with  them  (even  the  sure  mercies  of  David), 
and  the  holy,  precious  promises  fulfilled  in  them,  whereby 
they  are  made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  and  come  to 
witness  an  entrance  into  the  holy  city,  and  drink  of  the 
streams  of  the  pure  crystal  river,  which  refresh  and  make 
glad  the  city  of  our  God,  and  all  the  tabernacles  wherein  he 
dwells.  Lastly,  to  mention  no  more.  The  Lord  hath  shown 
them  how  this  had  been  formerly  with  them,  even  in  the 
days  of  their  former  profession ;  and  how  God  had  wrought 
by  this  in  them  in  former  times,  though  they  then  knew  it 
not;  and  that  all  their  ability  then  to  understand  any  thing 
of  God  aright,  or  to  pray  unto  him,  or  reap  any  true  benefit 
from  the  Scriptures,  was  through  the  stirring  of  this  in 
them,  whereby  God  even  then,  in  some  measure,  enlight- 
ened and  quickened  their  minds.  For  there  being  such  a 
principle  in  man,  it  works  variously,  and  many  times  when 
he  is  not  aware  of  it:  and  he  hath  benefit  thereby,  if  he  re- 
sist it  not,  but  receive  its  influence  and  operation,  though 
he  hath  not  the  distinct  knowledge  and  discerning  of  it. 

Thirdly,  Again  consider  whether  the  light  of  Christ's 
Spirit,  or  the  grace  and  truth  which  is  come  by  Jesus  Christ, 
hath  not  this  property  of  discovering,  convincing,  and  re- 
proving for  sin.  Doubtless  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in 
Christ  Jesus,  in  the  lowest  ministration  of  it,  is  of  that  nat- 
ure, that  it  discovereth  and  fighteth  against  the  law  of  sin 
and  death,  wherever  it  finds  it.  And  whether  the  Com- 
forter, the  Holy  Spirit  of  truth,  who  leads  out  of  all  error 
and  falsehood,  and  into  all  truth,  is  not  as  well  to  be  known 
by  this,  even  by  his  convincing  the  world  of  sin,  and  in- 
wardly reproving  for  sin,  as  by  his  comforting  of  the  saints, 
in  their  holy  travels  out  of  sin,  and  battles  against  sin. 

Consider,  Fourthly,  whether  any  thing  can  convince  o€ 
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Bin  but  the  light  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  shining  in  the  heart  f 
There  may  be  an  outward  declaration  of  sin  by  the  law  out- 
ward ;  but  it  never  reaeheth  the  heart  and  conscience  but 
by  the  shining  of  the  light  inward.  Nay,  it  cannot  so  much 
as  reach  to  the  understanding,  but  as'  God  opens  the  heart, 
and  brings  home  the  conviction  by  his  light  and  power. 
This  we  have  experience  of  in  the  Jews ;  who  though  the 
prophets  came  with  certain  evidence  and  demonstration 
from  God's  Spirit,  yet  they  were  not  convinced  thereby,  but 
stood  it  out  against  the  prophets,  and  justified  themselves 
against  the  voice  and  Woixi  of  the  Lord ;  their  eyes  being 
closed,  their  ears  shut,  and  hearts  hardened  against  that  of 
God  in  them,  as  may  be  read  in  Jeremiah,  chap.  ii.  and  di- 
vers other  places,  even  to  admiration.  And  what  wicked- 
ness is  so  great  which  the  hardened  man  will  not  plead  for, 
and  be  defending  and  justifying  himself  in !  Yea,  if  God 
do  open  men's  understandings  in  some  measure,  so  that 
they  cannot  but  confess  such  and  such  things  to  be  evil  in 
general  (as  pride,  covetousness,  drunkenness,  riotousness, 
excess  in  apparel,  lying,  swearing,  &c.),  yet  they  are  not  able 
to  see  the  evil  and  danger  of  these  things  in  and  to  them- 
selves, but  have  covers  and  excuses  to  hide  them,  unless 
the  inward  light  and  Spirit  of  the  Lord  search  their  hearts, 
and  make  them  manifest  to  them. 

Fifthly,  Consider  the  weight  and  proper  tendency  of  these 
two  scriptures,  and  do  not  form  another  meaning,  and  so 
put  off  the  drift  and  intent  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  in  them. 
The  first  is  that  of  the  apostle.  Ephes.  v.  13,  14.  "But  all 
things  that  are  reproved,  are  made  manifest  by  the  light: 
for  whatsoever  doth  make  manifest,  is  light.  Wherefore  he 
saith,  Awake,  thou  that  sleepest,"  &c.  Every  man  is  bid  to 
awake,  because  every  man  hath  some  proportion  of  that  in 
him  which  (if  hearkened  to)  will  reprove,  rouse  up,  and 
awaken  him,  and  lead  him  from  among  the  dead,  to  him 
who  gives  tlie  light,  and  causeth  it  to  shine  in  him,  even  in 
the  midst  of  his  darkness  and  corruption,  that  it  might 
awaken  him  out  of  it.  The  other  scripture  is  that  of  Gal. 
v.  27.  where  the  apostle  speaks  of  the  flesh  lusting  against 
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the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  against  the  flesh,  and  these  two 
are  contrary.  Did  not  God's  Spirit  strive  with  the  old  world; 
not  only  with  the  sons  of  God,  who  had  corrupted  them- 
selves, but  with  the  rest  also  ?  And  what  is  it  that  hath 
striven  with  wicked  men  since,  and  that  doth  strive  with 
wicked  men  still?  Is  it  not  the  same  good  Spirit?  What 
is  it  also  that  inwardly  resists  and  lusts  against  the  will  and 
strivings  of  God*s  Spirit?  Is  it  not  the  flesh?  So  here  are 
the  two  seeds,  the  two  principles  (which  are  contrary  one  to 
the  other)  near  man.  For  there  is  the  creature  man  (which 
of  right  is  the  Lord's),  into  whom  the  destroyer  hath  gained 
entrance,  and  in  whom  he  rules  by  the  law  of  sin  and  death. 
Now  he  who  made  man,  seeketh  after  him,  and  findeth  out 
his  enemy  iu  man,  and  giveth  forth  a  law  against  him  in- 
wardly in  the  heart;  which,  so  far  as  any  man  gives  ear  to, 
believes,  and  receives,  there  ariseth  presently  a  fight  and 
striving  between  these  two  contrary  principles  in  him,  so 
that  this  man  cannot  do  the  things  tliat  he  would.  Now 
that  which  thus  strives  against  sin  in  any  man,  and  troubles 
liim  because  of  sin,  reproving  and  condemning  him  for  it, 
that  is  of  another  nature  than  the  flesh  (which  harbors  sin), 
and  contrary  to  it 

Lastly,  Consider  the  great  love  of  God  to  mankind,  and 
the  great  care  he  hath  of  them.  First,  as  touching  their 
bodies;  how  doth  he  provide  for  the  bodies  of  all  mankind! 
He  would  have  none  hurt,  none  destroyed;  but  feedeth  all, 
nourisheth  all,  making  plentiful  provision,  and  giving  fruit- 
ful seasons;  causing  his  sun  to  shine,  and  his  rain  to  de- 
scend on  all.  Then  as  to  their  souls,  he  knoweth  the  pre- 
ciousness  thereof,  and  what  the  loss  of  a  soul  is;  yea,  he 
knoweth  how  eager  the  devourer  is  to  destroy,  and  eetteth 
himself  against  him.  He  is  the  Father  of  spirits,  and  his 
Son  the  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  souls,  whose  nature  it  is  to 
gather  and  save ;  and  it  is  said  expressly  of  God,  by  the  tes- 
timony of  the  Spirit  of  truth,  that  he  would  have  all  to  be 
saved,  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  And 
whereas  it  was  said  to  the  Jews,  that  God  was  as  the  potter, 
and  they  as  the  clay,  and  he  could  make  them  vessels  eith^T 

Vol.  m.— 24 
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of  honor  or  dishonor  at  his  pleMore,  Jer.  xvuL  &  jet  it 
was  to  diis  end,  e^en  to  invite  and  encoonige  them  to  be 
salgect  to  him,  that  they  might  be  made  vessels  of  honor 
by  him,  as  appears  ver.  11. 

Now  consider,  if  God  be  as  tender  of  souls  as  of  the  bod- 
ies of  men,  doth  he  not  make  provision  for  the  soul  as  well 
as  for  the  body  ?  Would  he  not  have  the  soul  live,  and  woold 
he  not  have  the  soul  fed  as  well  as  the  body  7  If  so,  then 
needs  must  the  light  of  his  Holy  ^trit  shine  inwardly 
throughout  all  nations,  and  the  saving  grace  and  power  be 
manifest  everywhere,  even  in  every  heart,  in  some  measure, 
and  the  flesh  and  blood  of  the  8on  of  Ood  (which  is  the 
soul's  food)  be  distributed  to  alL  And  truly,  the  Lord  is 
not  a  hard  master  to  any,  as  the  unprofitable  servant,  in  ev- 
ery dispensation,  is  ready  to  account  of  him;  for  the  times 
of  ignorance  and  darkness  Ood  winketb  at,  or  passeth  over, 
being  very  tender  towards  men  in  that  estate;  yea,  a  little 
that  is  of  him  turned  to  and  heeded,  according  to  the  meas- 
ure of  understanding  that  God  gives,  will  be  owned  and  ac- 
cepted, even  in  the  midst  of  a  great  deal  of  darkness  and 
evil  working  against  it. 

There  was  a  time  before  the  law  (for  the  law  was  given 
by  Moses):  what  saved  then?  Was  it  anything  but  the 
saving  grace,  the  saving  light,  the  saving  Spirit,  the  holy 
anointing,  could  any  be  saved  but  thereby  ! 

What  saved  under  the  law!  Did  the  shadows  then  save, 
or  the  substance  of  life  veiled  under  them?  Did  not  the 
Spirit  then  work  inwardly,  redeem  inwardly,  save  inwardly? 
Did  not  the  word  or  commandment  uigh  in  the  mouth  and 
heart  (to  which  Moses,  by  God's  direction,  had  turned  their 
minds)  enlighten  and  save  inwardly  ? 

And  any  of  the  Gentiles,  as  the  Word  or  Spirit  of  life  did 
work  in  them,  did  it  not  circumcise  inwardly,  and  save 
them  also  ?  So  that  though  they  had  not  the  law  or  minis- 
tration of  Moses  outward,  yet  they  had  the  inward  writing 
from  God  on  their  hearts,  and  showed  the  work  and  effi- 
cacy of  it  there,  and  shall  at  last  be  justified  by,  and  accord- 
ing to,  the  everlasting  gospel,  which  justifieth  all  whatso- 
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ever,  bo  far  as  in  any  measare  they  receive  and  are  subject 
to  the  light  and  law  of  God's  pure  Spirit,  which  the  carnal 
mind  cannot  receive,  nor  be  subject  to. 

Oh  that  men  could  die  to  themselves,  even  to  their  own 
wisdom  and  prudence,  and  not  lean  to  their  own  under- 
standings, nor  idolize  their  own  apprehensions  and  con- 
ceivings, but  wait  to  receive  understanding  frotn  God,  who 
giveth  liberally  of  the  true  wisdom  to  those  that  ask  and 
wait  aright!  And  how  doth  God  give  true  wisdom  and  un- 
derstanding? Is  it  not  by  the  shining  of  his  light  in  the 
heart?  Oh  that  men  were  turned  inwardly  thither,  and  in- 
wardly dead  to  that  wisdom  and  prudence  from  which  God 
ever  hid  things,  and  ever  will !  He  that  will  be  truly  wise, 
must  first  become  a  fool,  that  he  may  be  wise ;  that  is,  he 
must  not  strive  to  learn  in  the  comprehensive  way  of  man's 
wisdom  and  prudence  the  things  of  God's  kingdom ;  but 
feel  the  begettings  of  life  in  his  heart,  and  in  that  receive 
Bomewhat  of  the  new  and  heavenly  understanding,  and  so 
die  to  the  other,  and  know  no  more  the  things  of  God  after 
the  flesh;  that  is,  as  a  wise  man,  as  a  learned  scribe,  as  a 
great  disputant  (for  where  is  the  wise?  Where  is  the  scribe  ? 
Where  is  the  disputer  of  this  world?  Can  they  find  out  the 
mystery  of  life,  the  mystery  of  God's  kingdom  in  this  age, 
any  more  than  they  could  in  former  ages?),  but  become  a 
babe,  a  fool,  and  so  receive  and  bow  to  that  which  his  own 
wisdom  will  call  foolishness,  and  account  weakness;  but 
the  other  birth,  which  is  begotten  and  born  of  God,  will 
know,  and  daily  experience,  to  be  the  wisdom  and  power  of 
God  unto  salvation. 
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igma  in  Christ's  pres- 
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>  isions,  chap.  i.  1.    And  Daniel  had  a 
on  his  bed.  Ban^  vii.  1.    And  JereixvvdIcL 
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To  THE  Witness  of  God  in  all  Consciences,  which  is  the 
MORE  SURE  Word  of  Prophbct,  the  testimony  of  the 
Scriptures  without,  or  the  voice  and  testi- 
mony OF  THE  LlOHT  AND  SPIRIT  OF  GOD 
WITHIN,  IN  THE  HeART? 

The  apostle  Peter  speaks  of  a  more  sure  word  of  prophecy 
(or  a  more  sure  prophetical  word,  as  the  Greek  hath  it)  than 
that  voice  which  came  firom  heaven,  which  they  heard  when 
they  were  with  Christ  in  the  holy  mount.  2  Pet  i.  18,  19. 
Now,  what  this  more  sure  word  is,  which  ought  to  be  given 
heed  to  in  the  most  especial  manner,  more/^than  to  such  an 
eminent  voice  and  testimony  firom  heaven,  even  from  the 
excellent  glory,  is  a  very  great  and  weighty  question.  Now, 
some  affirm,  that  it  is  the  word  and  testimony  of  the  Script- 
ures without;  others  affirm,  that  it  is  the  voice,  sound,  and 
testimony  of  the  Word  of  Life  within. 

I  do  not  know  a  scripture  that  my  heart  hath  been  more 
tenderly  solicitous  about,  desiring  to  give  due  honor  both 
to  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  to  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  also  to 
understand  what  the  Lord  would  have  me  in  the  most  es- 
pecial manner  give  heed  to,  until  the  season  came  from  him, 
in  which  he  should  cause  the  day  to  dawn,  and  the  day-star 
to  arise  in  my  heart.  And  now,  that  others  might  come  to 
the  same  understanding  and  satisfaction  also,  are  these  fol- 
lowing considerations  proposed  in  the  weight  of  my  spirit 
to  them. 

First,  Consider  how  sure  the  word  of  prophecy  was,  how 
sure  the  voice  and  testimony  from  heaven  was;  than  which, 
the  apostle  directs  them  to  somewhat  as  more  sure.  This  I 
may  clearly  say  of  it,  it  was  undoubtedly  from  God,  and 
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that  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  even  in  Christ's  pres- 
ence, when  Moses  and  Elias  were  with  him,  and  God  be- 
stowing upon  him  honor  and  glory,  transfiguring  him  before 
his  disciples,  causing  his  face  to  shine  as  the  sun,  and  mak- 
ing his  raiment  white  as  the  light.  Matt.  xvii.  2.  And  the 
intent  of  it  was  to  give  the  disciples  foil  e^adence  and  satis- 
fiEU^tion  (for  the  voice  was  not  for  his  sake,  but  for  theirs), 
or  rather  that  they  might  have  a  full  ground,  after  his  death 
and  resurrection,  to  testify  for  the  satis&ction  and  confirma- 
tion of  others;  for  till  then  they  were  to  keep  it  secret,  ver. 
9.  Now  that  which  was  provided  for  this  end,  doubtless 
was  very  sure,  and  testified  by  them  who  were  chosen  to  be 
faithful  witnesses  in  this  respect. 

Secondly,  Consider  whether  the  testimony  of  the  proph- 
ets concerning  Christ  was  surer  than  the  immediate  voice 
firom  God  himself?  Were  they  surer  to  those  that  lived  in 
those  days,  or  to  those  that  should  come  after,  than  this  tes- 
timony was  to  the  apostles,  and  to  those  that  did*  communi- 
cate it  in  the  will  and  counsel  of  the  Lord?  The  prophets 
did  testify  from  God*s  holy,  unerring  Spirit;  but  they  tliat 
lived  in  those  days  did  not  always  believe  and  receive  their 
prophecies,  but  sometimes  doubted  of  them  and  questioned 
them;  yea,  their  prophecies  were  not  always  evident,  and 
clearly  understood  by  those  who  desired  to  understand ;  but 
their  visions  were  many  times  a  book  sealed,  both  to  the 
learned  and  unlearned.  But  this  testimony,  this  word  of 
prophecy,  this  voice  from  the  excellent  glory  ("  This  is  my 
beloved  Son,  hear  him"),  is  a  very  plain,  evident,  full  testi- 
mony, easy  to  be  understood  by  any  in  that  present,  or  in 
after  ages.  And  I  must  confess,  as  to  myself,  the  read- 
ing of  it  did  always  deeply  afi:ect  and  satisfy  my  heart 

Thirdly,  Consider  the  manner  of  God*s  appearing  to  the 
prophets,  and  compare  it  with  the  manner  of  this  appear- 
ance. God  appeared  to  them  sometimes  in  visions,  some- 
times in  dreams.  Moses  saw  a  bush  burning,  and  heard  a 
voice.  ^^The  vision  of  Isaiah  the  son  of  Amos."  Isa.  i.  1. 
And  Ezekiel  saw  visions,  chap.  i.  1.  And  Daniel  had  a 
dream  and  visions  on  his  bed.  Ban.  vii.  1.    And  Jerexsvv^ 
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had  that  sweet  prophecy  (of  God's  satiating  the  weary  soul, 
and  replenishing  every  sorrowfiil  soul)  in  his  sleep.  Jer. 
xxxi.  26.  Now  here  to  these  hiessed  apostles  was  a  vision 
given  of  the  glory  of  Christ,  and  of  Moses  and  Elias  with 
him;  not  in  the  mind  or  head,  as  DaniePs  visions  were, 
Dan.  vii.  1.  but  the  excellent  glory  did  appear,  and  Christ, 
MoscB,  and  Elias  were  really  there  together  on  the  mount 
(which  is  more  than  a  prophetic  vision  of  a  thing),  and 
Christ  was  clothed  wth  and  swallowed  up  in  the  glory. 
For  God,  the  Father,  did  set  himself  to  honor  and  glorify 
him,  80  as  never  man  was  glorified  before;  and  the  voice 
came  (the  certain  voice;  what  voice  could  be  more  certain?) 
from  the  excellent  glory,  "This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom 
I  am  well  pleased."  2  Pet.  i.  17.  And  this  pure  vision  of 
glory  (even  of  God's  thus  appearing,  and  Christ's  thus  trans- 
figuring) they  saw,  and  heard  the  voice  which  came  from 
heaven,  when  they  were  with  him  in  the  holy  mount.  Now 
were  the  prophecies  of  the  prophets  that  Christ  should  be 
born  in  Bethlehem,  and  that  he  should  be  thus  and  thus, 
&c.,  equal  to  this  in  evidence  and  demonstration?  Why  was 
John  greater  than  the  rest  of  the  prophets?  "Was  it  not  in 
that  he  was  chosen  to  be  the  immediate  forerunner  and  pre- 
parer of  the  way,  and  could  point  with  his  finger  to  the 
Messiah  ?  And  yet,  is  not  this  immediate  testimony  from 
the  excellent  glory  greater  than  the  testimony  of  John? 

Fourthly,  Consider  whether  Christ's  own  words  in  the 
flesh  to  his  disciples  were  surer  than  the  voice  from  the  ex- 
cellent glory.  Ji  I  should  extol  the  words  of  Christ  in  the 
flesh  above  the  words  of  the  prophets  which  testified  of  him, 
should  I  therein  do  the  words  and  testimonies  of  the  proph- 
ets any  wrong?  He  was  the  Son ;  he  had  the  fulness  of  life, 
the  fulness  of  the  Spirit,  the  great  authority  and  virtue  of 
God,  his  Father.  "God"  saith  the  apostle,  "who  at  sundry 
times,  and  in  divers  manners,  spoke  in  time  past  unto  the 
fathers  by  the  prophets,  hath  in  these  last  days  spoken  unto 
us  by  his  Son,"  Heb.  i.  1,  2.  seeming  to  exalt  and  magnify 
God's  speaking  by  his  Son,  and  the  way  of  this  ministration 
above  the  ministration  of  the  prophets  (which  ministration 
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was  first  by  faim  in  the  flesli^  afterwards  in  Spirit,  which  is 
properly  called  the  ministration  of  the  Spirit.  2  Cor.  iii.  8.) 
Now  consider  whether  this  sure  word  of  prophecy  from  the 
excellent  glory,  so  immediately  from  the  majesty  on  high, 
was  not  intended  by  him  as  a  seal  to  the  &ith  of  the  disci- 
ples, as  a  seal  to  Christ's  appearance  in  the  flesh,  and  to 
what  he  had  taught  them  (which  was  sometimes  in  para- 
bles, and  not  so  fully  understood  by  them) ;  and  whether 
this  was  not  more  bright,  more  ravishing,  more  certain, 
more  establishing,  than  his  common  presence  and  appear- 
ance among  them,  and  than  the  words  which  he  from  the 
Father,  not  the  Father  so  immediately  himself,  spake  to' 
them  ?  For  that  which  is  given  to  confirm  a  thing,  is  (in 
order  of  nature,  and  for  evidence'  sake)  more  certain  and 
clear  than  that  which  it  is  given  to  confirm. 

Fifthly,  Consider  whether  the  voice  of  God's  Spirit  and 
light  within  in  the  heart  be  not  more  clear  and  certain  to 
him  that  hears  it,  than  any  word  or  testimony  from  with- 
out? Is  it  not  a  surer  word  of  prophecy  than  this  relation 
or  testimony  of  the  apostles,  of  what  they  heard  from  the 
excellent  glory?  Yea,  is  it  not  surer  than  any  testimony  of 
the  Scriptures,  or  than  all  outward  testimonies  put  to- 
gether? 

Sixthly,  Consider  whether  they  who  are  turned  from 
darkness  to  the  light,  even  to  the  inward  manifestation  of 
God's  Holy  Spirit,  ought  not  to  give  diligent  heed  unto  it, 
until  the  day  dawn,  and  the  day-star  arise  in  their  hearts? 

Lastly,  Consider,  what  is  the  difference  between  this  light 
shining  (as  a  word  of  prophecy)  in  the  dark  place,  and  the 
day  dawning,  and  the  day-star  arising  in  the  heai*t?  Is  it 
not  the  same  light,  only  further  revealed  and  shining  in  its 
glory,  irr  the  holy  and  pure  place? 

The  apostle  Paul  excellently  openeth  the  thing.  Coloss.  i. 
25,  26,  27.  First,  he  speaketh  of  the  Word  in  general, 
which  he  was  to  fulfil,  or  fully  to  preach.  Then  he  showeth 
how  this  Word  is  a  mystery,  hid  in  the  Gentiles  (for  so  the 
Greek,  ver.  27.  is)  even  in  them  that  believe  not ;  the  Word 
is  nigh  there,  the  instruction  and   commandment  ol  VVfe 
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nigh  there.  But  in  HioBe  that  receive  the  grace,  and  be- 
lieve  in  the  light,  and  so  become  children  of  the  light,  and 
walk  in  the  light,  as  Ood  is  in  the  light:  in  them  Christ  ia« 
risen,  and  thej  are  risen  together  with  him,  and  he  is  in 
them  the  hope  of  glory.  So  that  the  day  hath  dawned 
there;  the  day-star  hath  risen,  and  they  know  not  only  a 
measure  of  Grace  from  Christ,  but  Christ  himself  arisen, 
dwelling,  living,  acting,  walking  in  them,  and  they  in  him. 

Let  these  things  be  duly  considered  o^  and  equally 
weighed  in  the  holy  balance,  and  then  I  dare  appeal  to  ev- 
ery serious  and  sober  heart  and  mind,  whether  the  inward 
Tight,  the  inward  Word,  the  Word  nigh  in  the  mouth  and 
heart,  and  the  holy,  living  testimony  thereof  the  voice  of 
the  witness  within,  of  the  prophecy  within,  be  not  surer  to 
that  man  that  hath  it,  and  hears  and  knows  the  voice  of  it» 
than  any  outward  voice  or  testimony  whatsoever? 

Obj.  But  some  may  object  thus,  or  after  this  manner:  I 
am  satisfied  that  there  is  a  Word  nigh  in  the  mouth  and 
heart  (to  which  Moses  did  direct  the  Jews,  and  the  apos- 
tles the  Christians),  and  that  this  Word  doth  enlighten  the 
mind,  and  doth  separate  in  the  mouth  between  words  and 
words,  and  is  a  sw'ift  witness  against  the  bad  words,  and  a 
justifier  of  the  good  words,  which  come  from  the  truth  and 
uprightness  of  the  heart,  and  are  seasoned  with  grace.  I 
also  believe  that  this  Word  is  quick  and  powerful  in  the 
heart,  separating  and  dividing  between  the  thoughts  and 
intents  there;  and  that  the  testimony  thereof  is  surer  and 
clearer  (as  to  the  hearts  in  which  it  shines,  and  to  them 
whose  spiritual  ears  are  opened  to  hear  its  voice)  than  any 
words  and  testimonies  from  without.  And  I  am  satisfied 
also,  that  they  who  are  the  sheep  of  Christ,  do  thus  hear 
the  Shepherd's  voice,  and  do  know  both  the  voice  behind 
them,  when  it  comes  after  them  to  reprove  their  wander- 
ings, and  direct  their  minds  into  the  true  way;  and  also  the 
voice  bofore  them,  when  the  Shepherd  (who  is  the  leader) 
putteth  forth  his  sheep,  and  goeth  before  them,  and  they 
follow  him;  for  they  know  his  voice.  John  x.  4.  Yea,  I 
have  had  the  experience  hereof  in    my  own  heart:  for  I 
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have  felt  that  wwk  within,  and  that  living,  sweet  testimony 
of  Gk>d'B  Spirit  in  my  own  heart,  which  hath  hecn  more  to 
me  than  all  that  ever  I  heard  or  read  from  without ;  so  that 
I  can  truly  say  (with  the  Samaritans,  John  iv.  22.)  Kow 
I  believe,  not  because  of  the  testimonies  or  words  I  have 
heard  from  without,  but  from  the  evidence  and  demon- 
stration of  life,  and  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  in  my  own 
heart  "Sot  can  I  see  how  the  apostle  Peter,  in  this  place, 
can  prefer  the  testimonies  of  the  prophets  (for  that  which 
is  called  the  "Sew  Testament  was  not  yet  written  and  added 
to  the  old)  before  this  glorious,  immediate  testimony  from 
God  Almighty,  which  Christ  was  honored  with,  and  they 
were  greatly  honored  in  being  admitted  to  be  beholders 
and  witnesses  of.  Yet  somewhat  sticks  with  me;  namely, 
those  words  of  the  apostle,  ver.  20,  21.  wherein  he  plainly 
seems  to  me  to  speak  of  the  scriptures  or  writings  of  the 
prophets,  as  if  they  had  been  the  more  sure  word  of  proph- 
ecy, which  in  this  place  he  had  directed  to.  For  why  should 
he  say  thus,  '' Knowing  this  first,''  &c.,  unless  he  had 
intended  the  same  Word  of  prophecy  which  he  had  been 
speaking  of  before,  and  directing  their  minds  how  they 
might  make  use  of  that  Word  of  prophecy  ? 

Ans.  Peter  was  the  minister  of  the  circumcision,  and  he 
was  to  deal  with  peopfe  who  were  great  admirers  and  studi- 
ers  of  the  letter;  therefore,  though  he  as  well  as  Paul  and 
John,  and  the  other  apostles  (Rom.  x.  and  Acts  xxvi.  18. 
and  1  John  i.),  was  to  direct  men  to  the  Word  within,  and 
light  within,  yet  he  knew  it  was  of  great  concernment  to 
them  rightly  to  read/ and  be  able  to  understand  the  letter 
without.  Therefore,  having  first  directed  them  to  the 
Word  of  prophecy,  to  the  path  of  the  just,  which  is  the  in- 
ward, shining  light,  to  the  light  which  shines  more  and 
more  in  the  dark  place  to  them  ^that  give  heed  to  it;  in  the 
next  place  it  was  very  proper,  useful,  and  necessary  to  di- 
rect them  how  to  read  the  Scriptures  aright.  For  indeed  the 
oracles  of  God  were  given  to  them,  Rom.  iii.  2.  and  they 
ought  to  be  diligent  in  the  reading  of  them,  that  they  might 
understand  the  holy  prophecies,  and  precious  promiaea^  6a«^ 
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and  reap  the  hope  and  comfort  of  them,  and  be  made  par- 
takers of  the  divine  nature,  which  is  the  thing  promised. 
And  not  only  to  the  Jews,  but  to  the  Christians  gathered 
from  among  the  Gentiles  in  that  age,  were  the  Scriptures 
greatly  useful :  and  so  they  are  also  to  such  as  are  gathered 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  power  of  God  in  this  age. 

The  prophecies,  the  judgments,  the  promises,  the  mer- 
cies, the  experience,  &;c.  are  all  useful,  and  profitable  to 
those  that  read  and  understand  them  in  the  light  of  God's 
Holy  Spirit.  But  the  first  thing  needful  is,  to  turn  a  man's 
mind  to  the  light,  that  he  may  have  somewhat  to  guide 
him,  somewhat  to  stay  his  mind  upon  in  reading  the  Script- 
ures, somewhat  to  open  and  unseal  the  holy  and  divine  words 
and  mysteries  to  him.  For  no  man  can  truly  and  rightly 
understand  the  Scriptures,  but  as  his  mind  is  opened  by 
the  Loixl,  and  the  understanding  of  the  words  and  things 
given  him.  So  that  this  is  exceeding  necessary  to  be  known 
(after  a  man  is  turned  to  the  light  and  Word  of  prophecy 
within,  and  comes  to  read  the  outward  oracles  and  testimo- 
nies of  the  Holy  Spirit)  that  all  the  holy  men  spake  not  in 
their  own  wills,  nor  in  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  in  the  will  of 
man,  but  as  the  Spirit  of  God  gave  them  words,  and  moved 
them  to  speak.  And  those  words  spoken  by  God's  Spirit 
knoweth  none,  but  that  Spirit  which  spake  them.  So  that 
no  man  ought  to  venture  by  his  private  spirit  to  undertake 
to  open  and  interpret  those  words ;  but  he  must  first  receiVe 
the  same  Woi-d  of  life,  the  same  Spirit  of  prophecy  within, 
and  wait  upon  him,  and  learu  to  know  his  voice,  who  open- 
eth  what  and  when  he  pleaseth  to  the  sons  of  men.  And 
so  when  the  same  Word.of  life  speaks  in  a  man's  heart  now, 
showing  things  to  come,  either  concerning  a  man's  self  or 
others,  that  man  must  be  careful  to  retire,  and  lie  very  low 
before  the  Lord,  waiting  upon  him  for  the  true  understand- 
ing and  right  interpreting  of  his  own  words,  else  a  man  may 
easily  misunderstand  and  misapply  what  was  truly  and 
rightly  spoken.  So  that  this  is  the  right  way  of  understand- 
ing the  words  of  prophecy  from  the  holy  men  of  God  in  for- 
mer ages,  and  the  instructions  of  the  Word  of  life  in  the 
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heart  ^The  secrets  of  the  Lord  are  with  them  that  fear 
him."  In  the  true  fear  the  ear  is  opened,  and  the  right  un- 
derstanding given ;  but  in  the  wisdom  of  the  flesh,  and  in 
the  confidence  thereof,  it  is  easy  erring  at  any  time  from 
the  trae  sense  and  right  use  of  that  which  was  opened  and 
given  by  Gk>d,  either  for  the  soul's  own  good,  or  for  the 
good  of  others. 

To  conclude  this  appeal:  there  is  one  consideration  on 
my  heart  to  propose  to  the  serious  and  sober-minded;  and 
oh  that  they  might  rightly  consider  and  understand  it! 
David  was  a  man  after  Ood*8  own  heart,  a  wise  man,  an  in- 
wardly-exercised man,  an  experienced  man,  a  holy,  spiritual, 
heavenly  man;  a  man  who  knew  the  inward,  everiasting 
kingdom,  and  had  the  Spirit  of  Ood,  and  witnessed  his 
truth  in  the  inward  parts:  can  ye  think  that  David  did  not 
know  the  Word  and  commandment  of  life  within  ?  Did  not 
God  write  his  law  in  his  heart?  How  else  could  he  become 
a  man  after  God's  own  heart?  Did  not  he  witness  the  ever- 
lasting covenant,  and  the  law  thereof,  the  new  law,  the  liv- 
ing law,  even  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus? 
Now  when  David  said,  "the  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  con- 
verting the  soul,"  what  law  did  he  mean?  What  is  the  law 
which  converts  the  soul  to  God?  Can  any  thing  less  than 
an  inward  power,  an  inward  light,  an  inward  law,  an  inward 
life,  than  the  inward  drawings  and  teachings  of  God's  Spirit, 
convert  the  soul  to  God?  And  what  testimony  is  that  which 
makes  wise  the  simple?  Is  it  not  the  inward  testimony? 
What  made  him  wiser  than  the  ancients,  and  his  teachers, 
who  knew  and  could  teach  the  law  outward  ?  Were  they 
not  the  inward  teachings  and  inward  precepts  of  God's  Holy 
Spirit  from  the  Word  of  life  within,  which  doubtless  was 
very  nigh  him,  he  being  a  man  so  exercised  by  God's  Spirit, 
and  so  formed  after  his  heart?  And  what  are  those  right 
statutes  which  rejoice  the  heart,  and  the  pure  commandment 
which  enlightens  the  eyes,  and  the  clean  fear  and  righteous 
judgments?  Are  not  all  these  things  known  within,  and 
received  within?  Doth  not  God  put  his  fear  within,  in  the 
heart?   Doth  not  God  reveal  his  righteous  judgineutA  ^>^kk- 
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in  against  sin  and  iniquity?  Oh,  how  did  David  cry  ont  be- 
cause of  God*a  dreadful  judgments  upon  him  for  siu,  and 
said  his  sore  ran  in  the  night,  and  he  watered  his  couch  with 
his  tears!  And  in  another  place,  ^'My  flesh  trembleth  for 
fear  of  thee,  and  I  am  afraid  of  thy  judgments/' 

And  wlien  he  speaketh  so  much  (as  in  Psal.  cxix.)  of 
God's  word,  God's  law,  his  testimonies,  precepts,  statutes, 
judgments,  &c.,  what  doth  he  speak  of?  Doth  he  speak  of 
the  outward  or  inward  ministration  of  the  Word  in  the 
heart?  Doth  he  not  speak  of  the  inward  writing,  of  the 
law  in  the  heart,  of  the  commandment  in  the  heart,  of  the 
testimony  of  life  there?  For  he  had  the  testimony  within, 
the  Spirit  within,  the  law  within,  the  light  within,  the  in- 
ward and  spiritual  kingdom  (wherein  the  holy  dominion  of 
God  is  revealed)  he  knew  within;  and  so  believing,  could 
speak  of  the  power  and  glory  thereof,  and  of  God's  won- 
drous works.  Psnl.  cxlv. 

And  when  he  said,  "Thy  Word  is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet, 
and  a  light  unto  my  path,"  what  Word  did  he  mean  ?  Did 
he  mean  the  letter  or  law  outward,  or  the  Word  nigh  in  the 
mouth  and  heart,  which  Moses  had  testified  of,  and  directed 
the  Jews  to,  and  he  himself  had  been  very  well  acquainted 
with?  When  again  he  saith,  "Wherewithal  shall  a  young 
man  cleanse  his  way?"  And  immediately  giveth  the  answer, 
"By  taking  heed  according  to  thy  Word."  Doth  ho  mean 
the  letter  without,  or  the  Word  within?  What  is  it  that 
cleasneth  the  heart,  that  cleanseth  the  way?  Is  it  any  thing 
less  than  the  water  of  lite,  tlian  the  blood  of  the  everlasting 
covenant,  than  the  Word  and  life  of  truth  within?  "Sanc- 
tify them  by  thy  truth ;  thy  Word  is  truth."  In  the  sense  of 
that  inwardly,  and  obedience  to  it,  is  the  renewing  and 
sanctitication  felt  And  so  this  brings  to  be  undefiled  in 
the  way,  and  to  keep  the  testimonies  of  life,  and  preserves 
from  doing  iniquity.  "Blessed  are  the  undefiled  in  the 
way,"  salth  he,  "who  walk  in  the  law  of  the  Loixi.  Blessed 
are  they  that  keep  his  testimonies,  that  seek  him  with  the 
whole  heart.  They  also  do  no  iniquity,"  &c.  Had  he  no 
experience  of  these  things  himself?  Yea,  surely.    He  knew 
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the  holy  heart,  the  pure  heart,  the  new  and  heavenly  image, 
the  heart  afler  God's  own  heart;  .and  he  knew  what  it  was 
to  walk  in  innocency,  and  to  be  kept  out  of  Bin.  Hear  what 
he  himself  saith.  Psal.  xviii.  21,  &c.  "For  I  have  kept  the 
ways  of  the  Lord,  and  have  not  wickedly  departed  from  my 
God.  For  all  his  judgments  were  before  me,  and  I  did  not 
put  away  his  statutes  from  me.  I  waa  also  upright  before 
him,  and  I  kept  myself  from  mine  iniquity.**  What  was 
that?  Was  not  that  it  which  had  most  power  over  him,  and 
was  most  apt  to  entangle  and  ensnare  him  ?  'Now  he  that 
arrives  here,  he  that  doth  this,  that  keeps  himself  from  his 
iniquity,  doubtless  witnesseth  great  power  and  victory  over 
lesser  and  [greater]  sins.  Was  not  David  strong  in  the  Lord, 
and  in  the  power  of  his  might?  Did  not  the  Word  of  God 
abide  in  him?  Did  not  he  overcome  the  wicked  one  by  the 
power  thereof?  How  else  could  he  walk  thus  in  the  ways 
of  the  Lord,  as  he  expresseth,  and  keep  himself  from  his 
iniquity? 

Now  this  Word  of  life,  these  living  testimonies  and  pre- 
cepts, yea,  the  everlasting  ordinances  and  statutes  of  the 
new  covenant,  with  the  sure  mercies  of  David,  which  Word 
Moses  had  testified  of,  and  directed  to,  and  David  had  ex- 
perienced (it  being  the  pearl  he  had  treasured  up  and  hid 
in  his  heart),  and  which  was  the  Word  of  faith  which  Paul 
and  the  other  apostles  preached  and  testifi.ed  of,  turning  men 
from  darkness  to  this  inward  light, — I  say,  this  Word,  this 
living  Word  (and  the  inward  ministration  thereof)  God  hath 
revealed  and  made  manifest  in  this  our  day,  and  hath 
turned  the  minds  of  many  to  it,  and  is  daily  inviting  men 
to  Shiloh's  streams,  to  the  living  waters,  to  the  light  and 
habitation  of  the  living.  Blessed  are  they  that  hear  the 
joyful  sound,  and  come  to  the  holy  mount  and  city  of  our 
God,  where  life  lives  and  reigns,  and  is  fed  on  by  all  the  liv- 
ing; who  are  God's  elect,  Gods  heritage,  God's  vineyard 
of  red  wine,  God's  enclosed  garden,  whom  he  watcheth  over 
night  and  day,  and  watereth  every  moment ;  and  in  whom 
he  dwellcth  and  walketh,  and  is  to  them  a  God  and  Father, 
and  maketh  them  daily  sensible  that  they  are  his  servants^ 

Vol.  III.— ^5 
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children,  and  spouse,  in  whom  is  his  great  delight,  and  on 
whose  hearts  and  foreheads  is  written  "Holiness  to  the 
Lord."  Yea,  and  the  Lord  will  bless  thee  for  ever,  "O 
habitation  of  justice,  and  mountain  of  holiness!"  And  ev- 
ery  tongue  that  riseth  up  in  judgment  against  thee  will  the 
Lord  God  condemn  for  evermore.  This  is  the  heritage  of 
the  servants  of  the  Lord,  whom  the  Lord  hath  gathered  by 
the  arm  of  his  mighty  power  (inwardly  revealed  and 
stretched  forth  in  them,  and  for  them),  "and  their  right- 
eousness is  of  me,  saith  the  Lord." 


POSTSCRIPT. 

There  is  a  Scripture  now  openeth  in  me,  as  it  hath  often 
done,  and  it  hath  been  very  sweet  to  my  taste ;  but  I 
have  not  had  freedom  to  give  it  forth  to  others,  as  at 
this  time  it  is  with  me  to  do :  it  is  that  scripture  Rom. 
ix.  18.  "Therefore  hath  he  mercy  on  whom  he  will 
have  mercy,  and  whom  he  will  he  hardeneth.'* 

Now  many  apprehend  from  this  scripture,  as  I  also  for- 
merly did,  that  God  hath  chosen  out  a  certain  number  of 
persons  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy,  and  save  by  Jesus 
Christ  the  Lord;  and  that  he  hath  passed  over  the  rest,  so 
that  they  were  never  intended  to  have  any  benefit  by 
Christ's  death  as  to  their  eternal  salvation.  This  the  wis- 
dom of  man,  from  the  letter  of  the  scripture  and  many  other 
places,  may  easily  apprehend  and  strongly  reason  for.  But 
as  the  Lord  openeth  the  mind,  and  men  come  to  a  sense  of 
his  nature  and  Spirit,  and  his  intent  in  sending  his  Son, 
and  receive  the  key  which  openeth  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Je- 
sus, they  will  easily  see  that  this  is  contrary  to  God's  nat- 
ure, and  his  intent  in  sending  his  Son,  and  the  universal 
covenant  of  light  and  life,  and  the  manifest  testimony  of 
the  Scriptures. 

First,  As  touching  the  nature  of  God.  His  nature  is 
love;  love  to  all  his  creatures.    He  would  not  have  it  go  ill 
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with  any  of  them.  He  needeth  not  their  misery  to  make 
himself  happy.  Hie  nature  is  to  love,  to  bless,  to  save ; 
not  to  destroy  or  cut  ofl^  nor  to  afflict  or  grieve  the  chil- 
dren of  men;  not  to  hurt  either  the  body  or  soul  of  any: 
he  preserveth  man  and  beast.    Psal.  xxxvi.  6. 

Secondly,  As  touching  his  sending  his  Son.  He  sent  him 
in  his  love  to  mankind,  to  save  mankind.  His  love  was 
not  to  a  few  only;  but  he  loved  all  his  creatures,  he  loved 
all  lost  souls,  and  he  sent  his  Son  to  save  them  all.  He 
gave  him  light  to  enlighten  them  all,  and  he  gave  him  life 
to  quicken  them  all ;  only  he  dispenseth  this  in  different 
ways,  according  to  the  infinite  wisdom  and  good  pleasure 
of  his  Father. 

So  that.  Thirdly,  The  covenant  of  light  and  life  is  uni- 
versal, and  nigh  all  mankind,  by  which  the  darkest  parts 
and  comers  of  the  earth  are  at  some  times  enlightened,  and 
feel  somewhat  of  the  quickening  life.  For  the  life  is  the 
light  of  men,  and  the  light  comes  from  the  life,  and^is  a 
quick,  piercing,  quickening  light,  conveying  warmth  and 
life,  yea,  living  virtue  into  the  darkest  hearts,  as  it  moves 
and  finds  entertainment  in  them. 

Lastly,  As  for  the  testimony  of  the  Scriptures,  it  is  very 
clear  that  Qod  would  have  none  to  perish.  ^^  All  souls  are 
mine,"  saith  the  Lord.  Ezek.  xviii.  4.  "I  have  no  pleas- 
ure in  the  death  of  him  that  dieth,''  ver.  82.  And  again,  ^^  As 
I  live,  saith  the  Lord  God,  I  have  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of 
the  wicked,"  chap,  xxxiii.  11.  I  have  sent  my  light  to  en- 
lighten all  men,  and  turn  all  men,  and  I  would  have  all 
men  receive  it,  and  be  turned  by  it.  I  have  showed  every 
maiv  what  is  good,  and  what  I  the  Lord  require  of  him ;  and 
I  would  have  every  man  answer  the  manifestation  of  my 
light  and  Spirit  in  him.  Do  ye  not  read  God's  charge 
against  the  whole  earth,  Isai.  xxiv.  5.  that  they  had  trans- 
gressed the  law,  changed  the  ordinance,  broken  the  ever* 
lasting  covenant?  Why,  then  they  all  had  the  law,  had  the 
ordinance,  had  the  everlasting  covenant;  and  for  this  cause 
it  is  that  the  curse  and  judgment  comes  upon  them,  ver. 
6.    So  that  this  was  the  condemnation  from  the  beginnlw^^ 
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and  this  is  the  condemnation  stilly  ^^  that  light  is  come  into 
the  world,  and  men  love  darkness  rather  than  lights  because 
their  deeds  are  evil."  Men  are  not  condemned  for  want  <^ 
light  from  Christ  Jesus;  but  because  they  do  not  believe 
in  and  obey  that  light  which  they  have  from  him ;  because 
they  believe  in  the  darkness,  believe  in  the  dark  spirit,  be- 
lieve in  the  dark  power,  which  riseth  up  against  the  min- 
istration of  light  in  the  heart,  and  do  not  believe  in  that 
which  is  given  of  God  to  discover  and  work  it  out.  What 
should  I  multiply  scriptures  for?  That  common  scripture  is 
absolutely  undeniable  (as  the  Lord  opens  the  heart  unto  the 
simplicity  of  truth,  and  keeps  it  out  of  the  subtle,  enchant- 
ing wisdom),  John  iii.  16, 17.  ''For  God  so  loved  the  world, 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believ- 
eth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.  For 
God  sent  not  his  Son  into  the  world,  to  condemn  the  world ; 
but  that  the  world,  through  him,  might  be  saved."  What 
can^be  more  naked  and  plain  than  these  words  of  Christ, 
who  knew  the  very  heart  of  God  in  this  particular,  and 
plainly  declares  what  it  is,  even  not  to  condemn,  not  to  de- 
stroy, but  to  save  men  from  condemnation  and  destruction  ? 
And  would  Christ  have  so  aftectionately  wept  over  Jerusa- 
lem, bad  he  known  it  to  be  his  Father's  will  and  determi- 
nate counsel  that  they  should  have  perished,  and  not  have 
been  gathered  and  saved  by  him?  I  shall  add  but  one  place 
more,  where  the  apostle  (who  knew  God's  counsel,  and  un- 
derstood the  mystery  of  election  and  reprobation,  and  had 
the  mind  of  Christ)  saith  expressly,  that  "  God  will  have 
all  men  to  be  saved,  and  to  come  unto  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth."  1  Tim.  ii.  4.  What  words  can  be  spoken  xnore 
plain  and  full?  And  let  people  mind  that  these  words  are 
fer  plainer  and  easier  to  be  understood  than  those  script- 
ures which  treat  of  election  and  reprobation ;  which  is  a 
deep  mystery;  and  men  must  come  to  a  growth  in  the  truth, 
before  they  can  receive  that  capacity  which  is  necessary 
towards  the  understanding  of  them.  But  to  open  the  thing 
a  little,  as  it  is  now  in  my  heart. 

There  hath  been  a  three-fold  dispensation  of  God  to  man- 


ISAAC  PBNINGTON.  293 

« 

kind.  A  dispensation  of  the  law  to  the  Jews ;  a  dispensa- 
tion of  the  gospel  (or  promise,  which  was  as  well  before  the 
law  as  after  it)  to  the  called  Jews  and  Gentiles;  and  a  se- 
cret, hidden  dispensation  of  the  mystery  of  graee,  of  the 
mystery  of  life  and  salvation,  which  the  apostle  calls  the 
mystery  hid  in  the  Gentiles.  Coloss.  i.  27.  For  somewhat 
of  God,  somewhat  of  the  nature  and  Spirit  of  Christ,  the 
souls  of  all  mankind  have  had  near  them,  to  enlighten  them, 
and  to  turn  them  from  Satan's  power  to  God;  though  it 
hath  not  been  a  thing  known  to  them,  but  a  mystery  hid  in 
them. 

Now  that  God  did  cast  oft'  any  Jew  under  the  law,  or  any 
whom  he  visits  with  the  grace  and  power  of  the  gospel,  from 
a  mere  absolute  will  in  himself,  because  he  would  destroy 
them  and  have  them  perish,  to  show  forth  the  praise  of  his 
justice,  and  his  absolute  sovereignty,  this  the  true  sense  of 
life  in  nie  denies ;  but  all  have  a  visit  of  that  which  saves 
heartily  and  in  true  good-will  from  God;  and  he  that  is 
turned  to  that  which  God  hath  sent  to  turn  him,  shall  be 
owned  and  saved  thereby.  lie  that  believeth  in  the  truth, 
in  the  light,  in  the  Word  nigh,  even  in  the  very  lowest  ap- 
pearance of  it  (for  the  lowest  appearance  is  the  same  thing 
in  nature  with  the  highest,  and  the  grace  is  saving  in  its 
very  lowest  appearance,  as  well  as  in  its  highest),  shall  be 
saved  thereby. 

Now  mark:  God's  grace,  God's  mercy,  God's  love,  God's 
light,  God's  Spirit,  God's  power,  &c.  is  his  own,  and  he  may 
do  with  his  own  what  he  pleaseth.  Now  it  l/eing  by  this 
that  he  strives,  converts,  and  saves;  and  it  being  in  his  own 
will  and  good  pleasure  how  long  he  will  strive  and  contend 
to  save;  it  lieth  therefore  absolutely  in  him,  even  in  his 
own  will,  what  he  will  do  in  this  kind.  He  may  take  ad- 
vantage against  rebellious  man,  and  cut  him  oft'  when  he 
win ;  and  again,  he  may  strive  and  raise  true  sense  in  a 
man's  heart,  and  give  repentance,  and  pardon  his  transgres- 
sions, as  long  as  he  pleaseth ;  yea,  he  may  so  change  a  man's 
heart,  and  so  create  him  anew  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  so  bring 
him  into  unity  with  the  pure  seed,  and  to  that  estate  vw^lDkfe 
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seed,  as  that  he  mav  have  assurance  he  shall  never  be  ut- 
terly cast  off;  bnt  that  thongh  he  should  sin,  and  transgress 
the  holy  law  of  Grod's  Spirit,  his  iniquity  shall  be  chastised 
with  stripes,  and  his  soul  recovered  and  brought  back  there- 
by, but  not  utterly  rejected  by  the  Lord.  Now  it  being 
thus,  hath  not  God  mercy  on  whom  he  will?  And  doth  not 
he  harden  as  he  pleaseth?  Did  not  God  give  up  the  Jews 
to  hardness,  after  much  striving  with  them?  Did  not  God 
give  up  the  Gentiles  to  hardness,  and  to  vain  imaginations 
concerning  the  true  God,  after  they  had  rejected  a  measure 
of  the  true  knowledge?  Kom.  i.  21.  Have  not  the  vessels 
of  wrath,  who  are  fitted  to  destruction,  a  day  of  much  long- 
suffering  first?  Rom.  ix.  22.  Had  not  the  old  world,  who 
were  fitted  for  that  destruction  of  the  flood,  a  long  day  of 
patience  and  forbearance  from  God,  his  Spirit  reproving  of 
them,  and  striving  with  them  ?  To  what  end  did  God  for- 
bear them,  and  cause  his  Spirit  to  strive  ¥nth  them?  Was 
it  not  to  lead  them  to  repentance,  that  thereby  they  might 
have  avoided  that  destruction,  which,  by  their  rebellion  and 
stiffness  of  spirit  against  God's  good  and  tender  Spirit,  they 
were  fitted  for,  and  exposed  to?  See  Rom.  ii.  4.  So  for 
Cain,  how  tenderly  did  God  deal  with  him !  how  uprightly 
did  God  seek  his  good!  "Would  not  God  have  had  him 
come  to  a  true  sense  and  repentance?  Would  not  God 
have  had  him  believed  and  offered  in  the  faith,  and  been 
accepted  as  his  brother  was?  And  for  Pharaoh,  God  indeed 
was  against  that  nature  and  spirit  in  him  which  oppressed 
Israel ;  but  would  not  the  Lord  have  had  him  denied  and 
turned  from  that  nature  and  spirit,  and  let  Israel  go?  God 
would  have  no  man  do  evil,  and  bring  upon  himself  destruc- 
tion; though  in  his  just  judgment  he  is  many  times  pro- 
voked to  give  men  up  to  that  which  leadeth  into  and  hard- 
eneth  in  evil.  So  not  only  Pharaoh,  but  Israel  also,  was 
given  up  to  their  own  hearts'  lusts,  when  they  would  none 
of  the  Lord,  nor  hearken  to  his  counsel.  Psa,  Ixxxi.  12. 
But  saith  the  Lord,  oh  that  it  had  been  otherwise!  "Oh! 
that  my  people  had  hearkened  unto  me!"  &c.  it  should 
then  have  been  otherwise  with  them,  ver.  18.  &c. 
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So  that  God  of  himself  dotb  not  desire  the  destraction  of 
his  creatare;  nor  doth  he  desire  to  harden  them,  or  to  give 
them  up  to  a  deluding  spirit,  that  they  might  be  damned; 
but  men  first  refuse  the  truth,  and  turn  from  it,  or  let  it  go ; 
not  receiving  it  in  the  love  of  it,  or  not  liking  to  retain  the 
knowledge  of  it  (which  is  death  to  the  man's  corrupt  nature, 
spirit,  will,  and  wisdom,  and  such  a  cross  and  yoke  as  he  is 
in  no  wise  willing  to  bear);  and  then  the  Lord,  in  his  just 
judgment,  gives  them  up  to  the  deceitfulness  of  sin,  to  be 
hardened  by  it.  Now  this  liveth  in  God's  own  breast  when 
and  to  whom  to  do -it,  according  to  his  own  will,  and  accord- 
ing to  his  own  wisdom  and  counsel ;  so  that  it  may  be  truly 
and  properly  said,  ^'he  hath  mercy  and  compassion  ou 
whom  he  will,  and  whom  he  will  he  hardeneth."  But  that 
God  hath  determined  to  harden  any,  without  giving  them 
a  day  of  mercy ;  or  that  it  is  God's  will  and  determinate 
counsel  that  men  should  reject  the  day  of  his  mercy  and 
precious  invitation,  that  they  might  be  hardened  by  him 
and  perish ;  this  is  not  God's  truth,  but  men's  misapprehen- 
sions upon  true  words,  gathering  meanings  therefrom  iu 
their  own  wisdom,  and  not  waiting  upon  God  till  he  cause 
the  true  light  to  shine  in  them,  and  thereby  give  them  the 
true  knowledge  and  understanding. 

Therefore,  since  there  is  such  mercy  in  God  towards  all, 
and  he  hath  given  all  men  a  day  of  visitation,  greater  or 
lesser ;  yea,  since  of  late  he  hath  caused  his  light  to  shine 
forth,  and  given  this  age  such  a  visitation  as  many  ages 
have  not  had,  oh !  let  men  take  heed  how  they  close  their 
eyes,  stop  their  ears,  and  harden  their  hearts  against  it,  lest 
they  provoke  God  to  give  them  up  to  their  own  imaginary, 
conceited,  fleshly  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  letter, 
and  so  seal  them  up  in  that  hardness  of  heart  and  deadness 
of  spirit  which  they  first  gave  themselves  up  to.  For  the 
letter,  without  the  Spirit,  killeth ;  and  so  doth  all  literal 
knowledge:  and  there  needs  no  greater  curse  from  God  (it 
will  sufficiently  avenge  the  cause  of  his  reproached  light, 
and  holy  covenant  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus,  now  abundantly 
revealed  and  made  manifest)  than  to  close  men's  eyes^  «.ix^ 
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stop  their  ears,  and  harden  their  hearts  (in  their  literal 
knowledge  and  practices)  from  beholding  and  partaking  of 
the  precious  life  and  virtue  of  the  holy  and  living  ministra- 
tion in  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  wherewith  God  visiteth  and 
redeemeth  his  people. 

Indeed  the  physician  is  come  inwardly  and  spiritually, 
and  he  inwardly  heals  and  restoreth  his  people,  faithfully 
seeking  after  the  sick,  the  distressed,  the  broken,  the 
wounded;  pouring  oil  into  their  wounds,  and  healing  them. 
But  there  are  some  who  are  so  sound  and  whole  in  their  no- 
tional apprehensions  and  practices,  that  they  have  no  need 
of  the  physician,  and  them  the  physician  passeth  by,  as  un- 
worthy of  him,  and  whom  he  intendeth  shall  have  no  share 
with  him.  ^^-Ephraim  is  joined  to  idols"  (he  is  well,  he  hath 
enough,  he  hath  no  need  of  me)  "let  him  alone,"  saith  the 
Lord.  I  will  pour  out  the  choice  virtue  of  my  spiritual  life 
and  redeeming  pow^er  among  my  gathered  sheep  and  lambs, 
who  have  need  thereof,  and  will  rejoice  therein.  These  will 
know  my  voice ;  these  will  justify  the  appearance  of  my 
Spirit  and  power;  these  love  the  savor  of  my  anointing  and 
precious  ointment,  which  runs  down  from  the  head  upon  all 
the  living  body,  and  these  shall  have  it.  These  understand 
how  I  have  mercy  on  whom  I  will,  and  whom  I  will  I 
harden ;  and  it  is  my  will  to  have  mercy  on  these  my  once 
greatly  distressed  ones,  and  to  destroy  (inwardly  to  destroy, 
oh,  who  knows  what  that  means !)  the  fat  and  the  strong, 
and  to  feed  them  with  judgment.  Oh  that  men  did  know 
to  whom  the  mercy  and  to  whom  the  judgment  belongs! 
To  the  wusdom  of  the  flesh,  to  the  wise  comprehenders  of 
the  things  of  God  after  the  flesh,  is  the  judgment:  to  the 
poor,  to  the  distressed,  to  the  broken  in  spirit  (not  to  them 
that  are  at  ease  in  the  literal  knowledge,  but  to  the  mourn- 
ers in  Zion  after  the  holy  God,  and  his  living  power  and 
righteousness),  is  the  everlasting  gospel,  the  mercy,  the  love, 
the  peace,  the  binding  up,  the  redemption  which  is  by 
Christ  Jesus,  the  living  Minister  in  the  holy  sanctuary  of 
our  God. 


NAKED  TRUTH: 


OB 


TRUTH  NAKEDLY  MANIFESTING  ITSELF, 
IN  SEVERAL  PARTICULARS, 

FOR  THE  REMOVING  OF  HINDRANCES  OUT  OF  THE  WAY 
OF  THE  SIMPLE-HEARTED, 

.      THAT  THEY  MAY  COME  TO  TRUE  KNOWLEDGE,  LIFE,  LIBERTY, 
PEACE,  AND  JOY  IN  THE  LORD,  THROUGH  THE  VIRTUE 
AND  POWER  OF  HIS  PRECIOUS  TRUTH  REVEALED 
AND  WORKING  IN  THEM. 

^  OIVKK    FORTH  * 

BY  WAY  OF  QUESTION  AND  ANSWER. 

Whereunto  are  added,  Some  Experiences, 

.  with  some  Scriptures,  very  sweet,  and  necessary  to  be 

experienced  in  the  gospel-state. 

As  also,  A  few  words  concerning  the  true  Christ ; 

And  a  few  words  in  the  Bowels  of  tender  Love  and 

Good-will  to  my  Native  Country. 

By  a  loDg  Mourner  and  Traveller  after,  but  at  length  a  happy 
Experienoer  of,  the  Truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus, 

ISAAC  PENINGTON. 
'^Blessed  are  the  eyes  which  see  the  things  that  ye  see."  Luke  x.  28. 
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PREFACE. 

True  knowledge  and  true  experience,  especially  concern- 
ing things  of  necessity,  and  great  concern  to  the  sonl,  is 
very  precious.  As ;  to  know  the  true  foundation,  the  corner- 
stone, which  God  lays  in  his  spiritual  Zion ;  and  the  heav- 
enly Jerusalem,  which  is  the  mother  of  all  that  are  bom  of 
God;  and  the  gathering  out  of  the  spirit  of  this  world  (with 
the  vanity  and  falsehood  thereof)  into  God's  Spirit,  which 
is  truth  and  no  lie ;  and  the  building  up  of  the  holy  temple, 
in  which  God  appears,  and  is  worshipped;  and  the  heavenly 
communion  with  the  Father  and  Son,  in  the  one  pure  light 
which  shines  from  them  into  the  heart;  and  the  one  faith, 
the  one  circumcision,  the  one  baptism,  the  one  holy  moun- 
tain, the  one  feast  of  fat  things  made  thereon;  the  one  wa- 
ter of  life,  the  one  bread,  the  one  cup  of  salvation,  &c. 

Now  the  things  of  the  kingdom  are  all  at  the  disposal  of 
tlie  king  thereof.  To  him  all  power  is  given,  in  him  are 
hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge;  he  hath  life 
in  himself,  and  he  hath  life  to  dispose  of,  and  dispense  to 
his.  lie  gives  the  true  knowledge,  which  is  life  eternal ;  he 
giv«s  repentance,  and  remission  of  sins.  He  teacheth  to 
believe  in  the  Father,  and  he  giveth  faith  also.  He  is  the 
Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  who  by  his  voice  quickeneth  and 
maketh  alive  and  leadeth  and  preserveth  and  nourisheth  up 
to  life  eternal.  Therefore,  whoever  will  understand  aright, 
must  receive  understanding  from  him;  and  whoever  will 
repent  aright,  must  receive  repentance  from  him;  and  who- 
ever will  believe  aright,  must  receive  faith  from  him ;  and 
whoever  will  hear  and  see  aright,  must  receive  an  ear  and 
eye  from  him ;  and  whoever  will  come  unto  him,  and  re- 
ceive him.  must  witness  that  new  heart  forming  or  formed 
in  him,  wherewith  and  whereby  he  is  received.    Men  greatly 
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mistake  and  err  about  the  gospel  knowledge  and  religion, 
by  beginning  therein  without  the  gospel  spirit  and  power. 

Therefore  that  man  that  would  not  be  deceived,  and  lose 
his  soul  for  ever,  let  him  take  heed  how  he  begins,  how  he 
stands,  and  how  he  proceeds  in  his  religion.  The  Jews 
stood  in  the  revelation  of  God's  Spirit  and  power  outwardly ; 
and  the  state  of  the  Christians,  the  new  covenant  state, 
stands  in  the  revelation  of  God's  Spirit  and  power  inwardly; 
for  none  can  beget  a  new  birth  to  God  inwardly,  but  his 
own  Spirit  and  power  working  inwardly  in  the  heart. 

Therefore,  thou  that  wouldst  live  with  God  for  ever,  and 
not  perish  from  the  presence  and  glory  of  his  power,  mind 
these  three  things: 

First,  God's  inward  visiting  thee,  and  making  a  real 
change  in  thee.  I  do  not  mean  a  change  in  thy  mind  from 
one  notion  to  another;  but  a  change  in  thy  heart  from  one 
nature  and  spirit  to  another.  This  is  the  great  work,  which 
nothing  but  the  mighty  power  of  God,  which  raised  Jesus 
from  the  dead,  can  eftect  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of 
men.  Now,  that  this  may  be  wrought  out  in  thee,  wait  for 
the  appearing  and  working  of  that  power,  which  (by  its  ap- 
pearing and  working)  dotK  eftect  it  daily  more  and  more  in 
those  that  unite  to  it,  and  give  up  to  its  operations.  Oh ! 
wait  to  feel  the  power  begetting  somewhat  of  its  own  nat- 
ure in  thee,  leavening  thee  into  its  nature  by  the  pure, 
heavenly  leaven  wherewith  God  waits  to  leaven  thy  heart. 
Thus  feel  thy  beginning  from  the  true  root,  from  the  holy 
principle,  from  the  seed  of  the  kingdom;  and  then  wait  to 
feel  that  grow  up  in  thee,  and  to  grow  up  therefrom,  that 
as  the  beginning  is  pure,  so  the  growth  may  be  pure  also. 
For  after  God  hath  visited  thee,  and  begotten  somewhat  in 
thee,  and  leavened  thee  in  some  measure,  so  that  there  is 
true  life,  true  sense,  true  hungerings,  true  breathings,  after 
the  Lord  and  his  righteousness,  after  the  fountain  of  living 
waters,  then  (in  the  next  place)  mind  and  wait  to  learn  of 
the  true  teacher  how  to  come  to  the  true  waters,  that  thou 
mayest  drink  thereof,  and  of  no  dirty  puddle,  of  thy  own  or 
any  other's  forming.    Where  are  these  waters  dispensed, 
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and  where  are  they  to  be  fonnd?  Why,  in  the  new  cove* 
nant,  which  God  makes  with  the  hungry  and  thirsty  souls, 
as  they  come  to  the  Shepherd,  and  hear  his  voice,  and  learn 
of  him,  and  follow  him.  Therefore  thou  must  wait  to  dis- 
tinguish spirits,  and  the  knocks  of  spirits  in  thy  own  heart. 
Thou  must  know  when  the  Shepherd  knocks,  and  when  the 
stranger  knocks;  and  let  in  the  Shepherd  when  he  knocks, 
and  not  let  in  the  stranger  when  he  knocks.  Thus,  by 
knowing  him,  inclining  thine  ear  to  him,  and  hearing  his 
voice,  thou  comest  to  have  the  everlasting  covenant  made 
with  thy  soul,  even  the  sure  mercies  of  David,  wherein  the 
union  with  God  is  sure,  the  teacher  sure,  never  more  to  be 
removed  from  thee;  the  fear  which  God  puts-  into  the  heart 
sure;  the  law  of  the  new  life  sure,  being  so  written  in  thy 
heart  by  the  finger  of  God's  Spirit,  as  none  can  blot  out ; 
the  love  of  God  sure,  his  preservation  sure,  the  inheritance 
of  life  sure.  O  sweet  covenant!  O  holy  covenant !  O  blessed 
covenant !  and  blessed  are  all  those  souls  with  whom  God 
makes  this  covenant,  and  who  are  kept  by  him  in  the  sense 
and  enjoyment  of  it! 

Now,  lastly,  after  God  hath  made  this  covenant  with  thee, 
and  spoken  peace  to  thee,  and  given  thee  of  the  power, 
righteousness,  and  joy  of  the  kingdom,  and  set  the  holy 
hedge  of  his  power  and  wall  of  salvation  about  thee,  thou 
must  take  heed  of  going  forth  after  any  lust,  after  any  de- 
sire of  the  flesh,  after  anj^  temptation  of  the  enemy;  thou 
must  keep  within  the  holy  limits,  and  not  touch  any  dead 
or  unclean  thing,  lest  thou  be  defiled,  and  so  in  degree  sep- 
arated from  him  who  is  pure. 

The  occasion  of  what  follows  was  briefly  thus: 
There  was  a  controversy  between  me  and  another  about 
many  of  these  things,  towards  whom  my  love  was  in  a  trav- 
ail; and  having  a  sense  on  my  heart  that  the  enemy  makes 
use  of  the  wrong  apprehensions  and  mistakes  he  begets  in 
men's  minds  about  these  things,  contrary  to  the  true  knowl- 
edge and  experience  which  God  giveth  to  the  children 
which  are  bom  of  the  heavenly  womb,  who  indeed  alone 
can  rightly  plead  for  and  justify  their  mother,  in  this  da.^  ^1 

Vol.  in.— 'iS 
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great  strife  and  contention  about  the  kingdom,  and  the 
right  heir  thereof, — ^I  say,  having  this  sense  on  my  heart, 
and  these  things  naturally  springing  up  and  opening  in  me 
upon  this  occasion,  I  was  drawn  in  love,  and  in  the  motion 
of  life,  thus  to  give  them  forth  to  others,  hoping  that  the 
Lord  may  thereby  open  the  minds  of  some  towards,  and  con- 
firm the  minds  of  others  in,  the  sense  and  belief  of  the  truths 
and  the  inward  manifestation  of  his  Spirit,  which  discovers 
and  strives  against  the  darkness,  lusts,  and  corruptions  in 
them.  The  Lord  give  people  the  sense  of  the  strivings  and 
reproofs  of  his  Holy  Spirit  inwardly  in  their  hearts,  and  join 
their  spirits  thereto,  that  they  may  receive  light,  life,  virtue, 
and  strength  from  his  Holy  Spirit,  and  thereby  witness  the 
overcoming  and  keeping  under  the  enemy  of  their  souls, 
that  they  may  know  what  it  is  to  have  the  seed  of  the  wo- 
man bruise  the  serpent's  head  in  their  own  particulars,  that 
so  the  holy  child  Jesus  may  be  exalted  (his  horn  exalted  in 
them),  and  he  may  reign,  and  exercise  his  government  in 
them,  and  the}'  may  become  kings  and  priests  to  God,  and 
reign  in  him  over  all  that  his  power  is  ordained  to  break 
and  keep  under,  yea,  utterly  consume  and  destroy,  in  the 
hearts  of  those  that  submit  themselves  willingly  to  him,  and 
walk  in  the  light  and  leadings  of  his  Holy  Spirit.    Amen. 
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N^KED    TRUTH. 

L    Concerning  understanding  the  Holy  Scriptures  truly 

and  aright. 

Quest  Whethbr  the  Scriptures  can  be  understood  aright, 
without  the  light  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  shining  inwardly  iu 
the  heart,  and  giving  the  true  understanding  of  them? 

Ans.  No;  not  possibly.  For  as  the  outward  eye  cannot 
possibly  see  without  the  shining  of  some  outward  light, 
no  more  can  the  inward  eye  see  without  the  shining  of  the 
inward  light.  God,  who  commanded  light  to  shine  out  of 
darkness,  causeth  the  light  of  his  Spirit  to  shine  in  the 
hearts  of  people  according  to  his  holy  pleasure,  and  thereby 
they  come  to  see.  God  seeth  all  things  in  his  own  light,  in 
the  light  of  his  pure,  eternal  Spirit;  and  in  his  light  do  the 
children  of  light  see  light.  The  things  of  God*s  kingdom 
are  holy  mysteries,  and  the  words  which  he  speaks  concern- 
ing those  holy  mysteries  none  can  understand,  but  as  he 
pleasetb  to  open  and  reveal  them.  He  hath  given  us  an 
understanding  to  know  him  that  is  true.  1  John  v.  20. 
**The  inspiration  of  the  Almighty  giveth  understanding/' 
(Job  xxxii.  8)  without  which,  man  is  dead,  and  can  neither 
hear,  nor  see,  nor  understand  any  of  the  things  of  God's 
kingdom. 

n.    Concerning  the  illuminating   Spirit,  and  sanctifying 

Spirit. 

Quest  Whether  the  illuminating  and  sanctifying  Spirit 
be  one  and  the  same  Spirit  or  no?  because  it  is  af&rmed  by 
some  (and  written  by  one  to  me  as  a  sound  distinction  of 
divines,  which  distinction  he  saitb  he  hath  a  mind  I  should 
learn)  that  there  is  a  Spirit  of  sanctilication,  and  that  is 
peculiar  to  the  godly;  and  there  is  a  Spirit  illuminating^ 
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and  that  is  oft  vouchsafed  to  the  wicked,  as  it  was  to  Balaam. 
Ans.  The  Spirit  which  illaminateth,  and  the  Spirit  which 
sanctifieth,  is  one  and  the  same  Spirit;  and  the  illamination 
of  the  Spirit  is  in  order  nnto  sanctification.  The  same  light 
which  discovereth  the  darkness,  also  chaseth  away  the  dark- 
ness, as  it  is  received  and  subjected  to,  and  purifieth  the 
mind ;  for  the  light  hath  not  only  a  property  of  enlightening, 
but  also  of  cleansing  and  sanctifying.  And  the  reason  why 
men  are  not  changed,  justified,  and  sanctified,  in  and  by  the 
light,  is  because  they  love  it  not,  and  bring  not  their  hearts 
and  deeds  to  it;  and  so  it  is  their  reprover  and  condemner, 
and  not  their  justifier  and  sanctifier.  But  the  same  Spirit 
light  and  life  wliich  enlighteueth,  also  sanctifieth,  and  there 
is  not  another. 

m.    Concerning   the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  and  the  Holy 

Scriptures. 

Quest.  Whether  they  be  always  joined;  or  some  may 
have  the  Spirit,  who  have  not  the  Scriptures;  and  some 
may  have  the  Scriptures,  who  have  not  the  Spirit? 

Ans.  The  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  and  the  holy  Scriptures, 
are  not  always  joined  together;  for  some  in  the  dark  cor- 
ners of  the  earth  may  be  visited  by  the  Spirit,  become  sen- 
sible of  the  Spirit,  and  receive  the  Spirit,  who  never  heard 
of  the  Scriptures;  and  many  may  have  the  Scriptures,  and 
yet  be  very  ignorant  of,  and  strangers  to,  God's  Holy  Spirit; 
as  the  Jews  were,  who  had  them  read  in  their  synagogues 
every  sabbath  day,  and  yet  Christ  told  them,  '*  Ye  neither 
know  the  Scriptures,  nor  the  power  of  God." 

IV.    Concerning  the  Law  of  the  Lord,  which  is  perfect, 
and  which  converts  the  soul. 

Quest.  What  is  the  law  of  the  Loixl,  which  is  perfect,  and 
converts  the  soul  ?  Is  it  the  outward  law  or  writing  in  the 
letter,  or  the  inward  law  and  writing  in  the  Spirit? 

Ans.  No  man  is,  or  ever  was,  or  ever  can  be,  converted 
to  God  fix>m  the  inward  law  of  sin  and  death,  but  by  the  in- 
ward law  of  life  and  rigteousness  written  in  the  heart;  and 
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I  am  sure  that  law  is  perfect,  the  new  covenant  is  perfect, 
and  the  law  thereof  perfect;  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in 
Christ  Jesus  perfect,  which  converts  the  mind  to  Christ,  the 
righteousness  of  God,  and  sets  it  free  from  the  law  of  sin 
and  death.  And  David  was  a  spiritual  mail,  and  knew  the 
inward  covenant,  and  the  inward  creating  of  the  heart  anew, 
and  Qod*s  holy  and  free  Spirit,  and  the  law  and  testimony 
thereof  I  will  grant  a  great  deal  to  the  letter  and  ministra- 
tion outward;  but  I  must  attribute  more  to  the  inward;  or 
else  God*s  light,  and  the  holy  experience  which  he  hath 
given  me,  will  condemn  me.  And  as  the  Jew  outward  had 
the  law,  and  testimony,  and  statutes  outward;  so  I  am  sure 
the  time  Jew,  the  Jew  inwai'd,  hath  the  law,  and  testimony, 
and  statutes  inward,  written  in  his  heart  by  the  finger  of 
God*8  Spirit;  yea,  and  the  same  Spirit  put  within  him,  to 
cause  him  to  keep  this  law,  and  the  holy  testimony,  statutes, 
and  judgments  of  the  Lord;  and  the  spiritual  Ja<job,  and 
Israel  of  God,  in  this  the  day  of  their  redemption  and  salvar- 
tion  from  on  high,  do  follow  the  Lamb  whithersoever  he 
goes,  and  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord. 

V.    Concerning  David's  longings,  expressed  in  Psa.  xlii. 
xliii.  cxix.  and  other  places. 

Quest.  Were  David's  longings  more  after  the  law  out- 
ward, or  after  the  law  and  light  of  God's  Spirit  inward? 

Ans.  David  was  a  man  after  God's  own  heail;;  a  man 
that  knew  an  inward  and  clean  heart  of  God's  creating,  and 
knew  the  free  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  the  fresh  springing 
life  thereof,  and  the  leadings  of  the  pure,  living  truth  in- 
wardly in  his  heart,  and  this  was  it  he  most  especially  prizeil 
and  longed  after.  "Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God,  and 
renew  a  right  spirit  within  me,  and  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit 
from  me,"  &c.,  eaith  he,  Psa.  li.  10,  11.  after  his  fall,  show- 
ing what  he  had  been  acquainted  with  before,  and  what  he 
now  (God  having  touched  his  spirit  afresh)  began  to  long 
after  again.  And  saith  he,  in  another  place,  "Oh !  send  out 
thy  light  and  thj^  truth;  let  them  lead  me,  let  them  bring 
me  unto  thy  hill,  and  to  thy  tabernacles."  Psa-iiVvvv^,   ^S^^ 
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the  sweetiiesB  of  light  within,  truth  within !  Oh,  the  pre- 
cious leadings  and  drawings  thereof,  which  were  once  felt, 
upon  a  fresh  and  tender  rememhrance  thereof,  cannot  but 
be  longed  after  again ! 

VI.   Concerning  the  Sun,  or  Fountain  of  spiritual  Light ' 

Quest.  Whether  the  holy  Scriptures,  or  written  testimo- 
nies, be  the  sun  or  fountain,  and  the  light  within  but  a  ray 
or  stream  from  them?  (as  is  affirmed  by  my  antagonist.) 

Ans.  It  is  just  quite  contrary:  for  the  holy  men  spake 
the  holy  words  from  the  inward  light  and  quickening  life 
of  God's  Spirit  within  them ;  so  that  that  was  the  fountain 
in  them,  and  is  so  still.  ^^With  thee  is  the  fountain  of  life; 
and  he  that  believeth,  as  the  Scriptures  have  said,  out  of 
his  belly  shall  flow  rivers  of  living  water.  This  spake  he  of 
the  Spirit,''  (John  vii.  89.)  that  is  the  fountain.  ^^The  wa- 
ter that  I  shall  give  him,  shall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water 
springing  up  into  everlasting  life."  John  iv.  14.  Who  es- 
teems and  honors  the  Scriptures  aright?  He  that  believes 
^  their  testimony,  comes  to  Christ,  and  makes  his  Spirit,  light, 
and  life  all ;  or  he  that  sets  the  Scriptures  in  the  stead  of 
that  Word  of  life  which  they  came  from,  testify  of,  and 
point  men  to,  as  the  fountain  and  foundation  of  life  and  sal- 
vation to  all  mankind  ? 

Vn.   Concerning  the  Word's  being  a  fire  and  a  hammer  to 
bum  up  the  chaft^  and  break  the  rocks  in  pieces. 

Quest.  Is  the  Word,  which  is  a  fire  and  hammer,  the  tes- 
timonies and  declarations  of  the  holy  Scriptures  without,  or 
the  Word  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart? 

Ans.  That  which  I  have  felt  hammering  inwardly,  that 
which  I  have  felt  burning  inwardly  (unquenchably,  as  the 
mind  has  been  kept  to  it),  has  been  the  Word  of  life  itself, 
from  which  the  good  words  and  holy  testimonies  proceed. 
That  which  does  the  work  in  the  inward  Jew  is  the  inward 
ministration  of  the  inward  covenant,  the  appearance  of  God 
there.  He  is  the  consuming  fire;  he  is  the  Spirit  of  judg- 
ment and  burning,  who,  by  his  holy  flamings  inwardly^ 
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bums  np  the  filth  of  the  daughter  of  Zion.  A  man  may  bo 
exercised  in  the  letter  all  his  days,  and  yet  witness  nothing 
of  this  inwardly  in  truth  and  righteousness;  but  he  whom 
the  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning  inwardly  comes  nigh, 
and  whose  flesh  is  kept  in  that  holy  fumace,  it  will  be  con- 
sumed there  day  by  day,  until  it  be  quite  wasted  and  de- 
stroyed, and  so  he  come  to  be  judged  according  to  the  flesh, 
and  to  live  to  God  in  the  Spirit. 

VlU.   Concerning  God's  writing  his  law  in  the  heart. 

Quest.  How  doth  God  write  his  law  in  the  heart? 

Ans.  By  his  Spirit  and  power  working  there,  whereby  he 
both  creates  a  new  heart,  and  writes  the  new  law,  even  the 
law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus,  in  the  new  heart. 
"The  isles  shall  wait  for  his  law."  Whose  law?  The  law 
of  the  Messiah,  the  law  of  grace,  which  gives  dominion ; 
the  law  of  the  anointing,  the  law  of  the  new  birth,  the  law 
of  the  holy  seed.  "His  seed  remaineth  in  him."  1  John  iii. 
9.  In  that  seed  is  the  new  nature,  and  the  new  law  both. 
What  is  the  law  of  sin  ?  What  is  the  law  of  death  ?  How  is 
it  written  in  the  heart?  How  doth  the  enemy  write  it  there, 
but  by  his  corrupt  spirit  and  nature?  And  doth  not  God, 
by  his  holy  Spirit  and  nature,  write  the  new  law,  the  law  of 
life,  in  the  hearts  of  those  that  are  renewed  and  made  ten- 
der to  the  impressions  of  his  holy,  quickening  power?  Ev- 
ery motion  and  drawing  whereof  is  a  law  to  them  who  are 
bom  of  the  Spirit,  and  taught  of  God  to  eye  and  walk  after 
the  quickening  Spirit. 

IX.  Concerning  the  inward  light  of  God's  Spirit. 

Quest.  What  is  it  which  the  mind  is  to  be  turned  to,  to 
enlighten  it,  and  to  work  the  darkness  and  corruption  out 
of  it? 

Ans.  It  is  no  less  than  the  light  of  God's  Spirit ;  nothing 
else  cttn  do  it.  The  day-spring  must  arise  from  on  high  in 
the  heart,  or  there  will  be  night  for  ever  there.  All  notions 
or  apprehensions  concerning  the  light  will  not  doit;  it  is 
the  shining  of  the  light  alone  inwardly  which  is  a\A^\.^  ^^^ 
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pel  the  darkness  there.  It  was  not  for  nothing  that  Christ 
came  a  liirht  to  enli<rhten  men,  and  directed  men  to  follow 
liim,  tlie  light,  that  they  mi^ht  not  ahide  in  darkness,  and 
that  he  f»ent  his  apostles  with  this  me??««age,  that  ** God  is 
lii^lit,  and  in  him  is  no  darkness  at  all;"  and  so  gave  his 
ai^jstles  wisdom,  authority,  and  power  to  turn  men  from 
tlic  darkne.srt  to  the  Kght.  And  if  the  darkness  was  within, 
wliich  tlu'V  were  to  be  tiinird  from,  surely  the  light  must 
hIiiiic  within,  to  discover  the  darkness,  and  to  that  li^ht 
must  they  he  turned.  And  in  this  light  the  IToly  Spirit  is 
received,  and  dwells  there;  but  out  of  this  light,  and  the 
limits  thereof,  in  every  heart,  dwells  the  unclean  and  dark 
spirit,  and  hath  power  and  rule  there;  for  nothing  but  the 
light  and  strength  of  God's  Spirit  is  able  to  break  his  kin^« 
dom  and  dominion  inwardly  in  the  heart. 

X.  Concerning  the  ministers  and  ministry  of  the  gospel. 

Quest.  "Who  are  the  ministers,  and  what  is  the  ministry 
of  the  gospel  ? 

Ans.  They  are  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  who  have  re- 
ceived the  Spirit  and  power  wherein  the  ministry  of  the 
gospel  stands.  For  Christ  came  in  the  Spirit  and  power  of 
the  Father,  and  he  sends  his  apostles  and  ministers  in  the 
same  S[)irit  and  power,  that  they  might  be  able  to  beget, 
and  reach  to  that  birth  which  is  to  be  begotten  and  minis- 
tered  to.  It  is  one  thing  to  be  a  minister  of  the  law,  and  to 
minister  letter;  and  another  thing  to  be  a  minister  of  the 
gospel,  and  to  minister  Spirit.  The  apostles  were  able  min- 
isters of  the  Xew  Testament;  not  of  the  letter,  but  of  the 
Spirit;  and  so  arc  all  in  a  degree,  who  succeed  them  in  any 
measure  or  proportion  of  their  ministry.  For  the  ministry 
of  the  gospel  is  in  the  light,  Spirit,  and  power  of  the  Most 
High,  to  turn  people's  minds  to  a  proportion  of  [the  same 
light,  Spirit,  and  power  in  themselves,  and  so  to  come  to 
the  manifestation  and  quickening  of  the  same  life  in  them- 
selves, that  so  they  may  walk  in  the  same  light.  For  the 
life  is  the  light ;  and  he  can  never  have  lights  or  see  lights 
who  comes  not  first  to  feel  some  virtue  from  the  quickening 
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power.  Oh!  how  precioua  is  this  ministrj!  Blessed  be  the 
Lord  for  his  renewing*  of  it  in  these  our  days!  And  this 
ministry  is  not  to  be  confined  to  an  outward  order  of  men, 
as  the  ministry  of  the  law  was ;  but  whoever  hath  received 
the  gift,  so  he  is  to  minister,  as  the  Lord  guides,  leads,  and 
orders  him  in  the  use  of  that  gift  which  he  hath  bestowed 
upon  him  for  that  end.  And  what  if  he  be  an  herdsman, 
a  fisherman,  a  tentmaker,  or  the  like?  Yet  if  God  hath 
poured  out  his  Spirit  upon  him,  and  openeth  his  mouth, 
he  hath  not  only  liberty,  but  more,  even  authority,  from  the 
Lord  God  Almighty  to  speak  in  his  name,  either  for  turning 
men  unto  Christ,  the  light  and  life  of  men,  or  for  building 
men  up  in  their  holy  faith  in  him,  whose  Spirit  and  power 
was  and  is  the  resurrection  in  the  life  for  evermore. 

XI.  Concerning  trying  of  spirits,  and  searching  the  heart. 

Quest.  What  is  it  which  searcheth  the  heart,  and  infalli- 
bly tries  spirits  ? 

Ans.  God's  Spirit,  God's  word  nigh  in  the  heart  and 
mouth,  separateth  andgiveth  true  discerning  and  judgment 
there,  to  all  whose  eai-s  are  circumcised  and  inclined  to  it. 
God's  Spirit  is  the  spirit  of  judgment ;  and  where  he  is  given, 
the  Spirit  of  judgment  is  given,  and  he  judgetli  in  his  chil- 
dren by  the  quickening  life  and  sense  he  bestoweth  on 
them,  which  distinguisheth  between  life  and  death,  between 
truth  and  deceit;  yea,  between  the  same  words^,  when  they 
eome  from  the  dead  spirit,  and  Avhen  they  are  spoken  in  his 
living  power:  Christ  gives  his  Spirit  to  his  sheep,  which 
gives  them  to  know  his  voice,  to  know  when  life  speaks, 
and  when  words  are  living,  and  food  for  the  living;  and  in 
what  mouth  they  are  dead,  and  cannot  yield  living  nourish- 
ment. 

XIL  Concerning  things  necessary  to  Salvation. 

Quest.  Whether  all  things  necessary  to  salvation  be  con- 
tained in  the  Scriptures? 

Ans.  The  Scriptures  give  testimony  concerning  the  one 
thing  necessarj'  to  salvation;    but  the  thing  itself,  GVvcx^X. 
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himself  the  seed  itself^  is  not  contained  in  the  Bcriptaies, 
but  revealed  in  the  shinings  of  the  tme  light,  and  so  re- 
ceived or  rejected  inwardly  in  the  heut.  ^^  Behold  I  stand 
at  the  door  and  knoclc"  Blessed  are  they  that  hear  his 
voice,  and  believe  him  knocking,  and  open  to  him,  and  re- 
ceive him,  who  gives  eternal  life  and  power  to  become  sons 
of  God  to  as  many  as  receive  him,  and  believe  in,  and  give 
np  to,  the  inward  revealings  of  his  redeeming  arm  and 
power  therein.  ^*To  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  re- 
vealed?" To  them  in  whom,  and  to  whom,  this  arm  is  re* 
vealed,  Christ  is  revealed ;  and  they  in  whom,  and  to  whom, 
Christ  is  revealed,  know  the  one  thing  necessary,  even  him 
who  is  life  eternal,  in  whom  all  other  necessary  things  are 
wrapped  up,  and  by  whom  they  are  conveyed  to  the  soul, 
according  to  its  need,  by  him  who  is  faithful  in  all  his 
house,  and  takes  care  of  every  sheep  which  the  Father  com- 
mitteth  to  him. 

Xm.  Concerning  the  true  Gospel  Church,  or  Society. 

Quest.  What  is  the  true  gospel  church,  or  society? 

Ans.  A  company  of  true  believers  in  the  Spirit  and  power 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  A  company  of  true  Jews,  in-- 
ward  Jews,  Jews  in  Spirit,  of  the  true  circumcision,  whom 
the  Father  had  sought  out,  and  made  true  inward  worship- 
pers ;  such  as  are  gathered  to  the  name,  and  gathered  to- 
gether in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  to  offer  up  spiritual 
sacrifices  to  God  through  him.  A  company  of  living  stones, 
who  have  received  life  from  him,  the  foundation  stone ;  and 
meet  together  to  wait  upon  and  worship  the  Father,  in  the 
light  and  Spirit  which  they  have  received  from  him.  This 
is  the  holy  church,  or  living  assembly  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment ;  blessed  are  they  that  are  of  it !  For  about  this  chureh 
is  the  wall  of  salvation ;  and  they  that  are  added  by  God's 
Spirit  and  power  to  this  church,  and  abide  in  it,  shall  cer* 
tainly  be  saved. 
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XrV.  Concerning  the  Way  to  Salvation, 

Qiie3t.  Which  is  the  certain  and  infallible  way  to  salva- 
tion. 

Aiis.  It  is  a  new  and  living  way;  it  is  such  a  way  as  none 
but  the  living  can  walk  in.  It  is  a  holy  waj',  which  none 
but  the  cleansed,  the  ransomed,  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord, 
can  set  one  step  in.  The  way,  the  life,  and  the  truth  are  all 
one;  blessed  are  they  that  find  it,  and  walk  in  it!  In  plain 
and  express  terms,  it  is  the  Lord  Jesus,  the  light  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  the  life  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Je- 
sus, the  truth  as  it  is  in  him,  his  wisdom,  his  power,  he  him- 
self, the  covenant  or  holy  limit  between  God  and  the  soul, 
lie  that  comes  into  him,  comes  into  the  way ;  he  that  abides 
in  him,  abides  in  the  way;  he  that  walks  in  him,  walks  in 
the  way.  He  that  comes  to  his  light,  his  life,  his  Spirit,  his 
truth  in  the  inward  parts,  comes  to  him;  he  that  abides 
therein,  abides  in  him;  he  that  walks  therein,  walks  in  him: 
and  he  that  walks  out  of  the  light  and  leadings  of  his  Spirit, 
let  him  walk  in  what  form  he  will,  yet  he  walks  not  in  him, 
the  way. 

XV.  Concerning  Christ's  saving  the  Soul. 

Quest.  IIow  doth  Christ  save  the  soul? 

Ans.  By  visiting  inwardly,  knocking  inwardly,  appear- 
ing inwardly,  causing  the  light  of  life  to  shine  inwardly, 
and  so  enlightening  and  quickening  inwardly,  breaking  the 
strength  of  the  enemy  inwardly,  and  bringing  out  of  the  re- 
gion and  shadow  of  darkness  inwardly,  into  the  region  and 
path  of  light.  By  the  light  and  power  of  his  Spirit  he  bo- 
gets  a  child  of  light;  which  child  of  light  he  brings  out  of 
Egypt,  the  dark  land ;  out  of  Sodom,  the  filthy,  unclean 
land;  out  of  Babylon,  the  land  and  city  of  confusion  (where 
the  Spirit  of  the  living  God,  and  the  holy  order  of  life,  and 
bis  precious  government  in  the  heart,  is  not  so  much  as 
known),  and  brings  him  into  the  light,  where  he  and  his 
Father  dwells.  And  this  child  of  light  is  not  of  the  nature 
of  darkness,  but  light  in  the  Lord,  and  walks  in  the  l\^V> 
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as  lie  is  in  the  light;  and  by  the  further  shining  and  work- 
ing of  the  light  and  life  in  him,  he  preserves  and  saves  him 
daily  more  and  more. 

XVI.  Concerning  Begeneration,  or  the  ^ew  Birth. 

Quest  What  is  regeneration,  or  the  new  birth  ? 

Ans.  It  is  an  inward  change,  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of 
the  living  God,  into  his  own  nature.  It  is  a  being  begot- 
ten of  his  Spirit,  born  of  his  Spirit;  begotten  into  and  bom 
of  the  very  nature  of  his  Spirit  ("That  which  is  bom  of 
the  Spirit,  is  Spirit,"  John  iii.)  It  is  not  every  change  of 
mind  which  is  the  right  change;  but  only  that  which  God, 
by  the  very  same  power  wherewith  he  raised  our  Lord  Je- 
sus Christ  from  the  grave,  makes  in  the  hearts  of  those 
whom  he  visits;  who  are  sensible  of,  receive,  and  are  sub- 
ject to  his  inward  life,  light,  and  power. 

XVn.  Concerning  true  Holiness, 

Quest.  "Wliat  is  true  holiness? 
,  Ans.  That  holy  nature,  and  those  holy  actions,  which  arise 
fmm  the  holy  root;  all  else  are  but  imitations  of  holiness, 
not  the  true  holiness.  The  tree  must  be  made  good  first, 
and  then  the  fruit  will  be  good  also.  There  are  many  like- 
nesses of  the  true  holiness  up  and  down  in  several  profes- 
sions; but  there  is  no  real  hoUness  to  be  found,  nor  right- 
eousness either,  but  in  the  trees  of  God's  planting,  in  the 
branches  which  are  by  him  ingrafted  into  the  true  vine  and 
olive-tree,  whose  strength  of  virtue  and  holiness  lies  in  the 
sap,  which  they  daily  receive  from  him. 

XVni.  Concerning  Christ's  Works  outwardly  in  the  days 

of  his  flesh,  and  inwardly  in  the  day  and  inward 

shining  of  the  light  of  his  Spirit  in  the  heart 

Quest  Which  are  greater,  the  works  which  Christ  did 
outwardly  on  the  bodies  of  men  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  or 
which  he  doth  inwardly  in  men's  minds  and  spirits  by  the 
powerful  appearance  and  operation  of  his  Spirit?  Because 
Christ  said,  the  works  that  he  did,  those  that  believed  on 
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him  should  do,  and  greater  also,  because  he  went  to  the 
Father.  John  xiv.  12. 

Ans.  Doubtless  to  reach  to  the  soul,  and  quicken  the 
soul,  and  raise  the  soul  out  of  the  grave  of  death,  and  cure 
the  blindness,  deafness,  hardness,  and  diseases  of  the  soul, 
is  greater  than  the  outward,  and  was  signified  by  the  out- 
ward. 

XIX.    Concerning  the  yoke,  or  cross  of  Christ. 

Quest,  What  is  the  yoke  or  cross  of  Christ? 

Ans.  It  is  inward,  as  that  which  is  to  be  crucified  is 
chiefly  inward.  It  is  that  gift  of  God,  that  light  of  his  Spir- 
it which  is  contrary  to  the  darkness,  contrary  to  all  that  is 
corrupt;  which  wills  and  wars  against  it;  and  being  re- 
ceived, subjected  to,  and  borne  patiently,  takes  away  the  life 
of  the  flesh,  the  will  and  wisdom  of  the  flesh,  and  all  the 
subtle  reasonings  and  devices  of  the  fleshly  part;  and  so 
that  languishes  and  dies,  and  God's  plant  is  eased  of  it;  and 
the  soul  abiding  under  this  cross,  comes  into  the  true, 
pure,  and  perfect  liberty,  where  it  hath  scope  unto  holiness, 
freedom  unto  righteousness,  and  is  in  strait  bonds  and  holy 
chains  from  all  liberty  to  the  flesh,  and  frohi  all  unholiness 
and  unrighteousness  of  every  kind. 

XX.  Concerning  making  our  calling  and  election  sure. 

Quest.  How  may  a  man  make  his  calling  and  election 
sure? 

Ans.  By  making  the  gift  of  God  sure  to  him;  by  making 
that  sure  to  him  wherein  his  calling  and  election  is.  For 
the  choice  is  of  the  seed,  the  holy  seed,  the  inward  seed,  the  • 
seed  of  God's  Spirit,  and  of  the  creature  as  joined  to  the 
seed.  God  would  have  none  to  perish ;  but  would  have  all 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  Christ,  the  truth,  who  is  the  seed, 
in  whom  the  election  stands ;  and  his  holy  advice  to  men  is, 
whom  he  begins  to  call  and  to  lead  towards  the  election, 
"  to  make  their  calling  and  election  sure."  So  that  the  way 
of  making  the  calling  and  election  sure  is,  to  make  the  gift 
sure,  the  seed  sure,  the  leaven  sure,  the  pearl  sure^  ytVa^ 
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Ood  will  never  reject,  nor  any  that  are  found  in  true  nnion 
with  it,  and  in  the  love  and  obedience  of  it.  Oh !  therefore, 
aw  God  virtits  with  power  (with  hispoweriiil  gift),  and  as  thou 
receive«t  power,  dominion,  and  authority  over  sin  (for  in 
this  gift  is  God's  dominion  and  authority  revealed),  be  faith- 
ful to  the  gift,  be  faithful  to  the  power,  give  up  to  the  truth 
in  the  inward  parts,  come  into  it,  dwell  in  it,  that  thou  may- 
est  feel  its  virtue  and  delivering  nature  from  every  enslav- 
ing and  embondaging  thing,  and  then  stand  fast  in  the  lil>. 
erty  wherewith  Christ  the  Lord  (by  the  life,  virtue,  and 
j»ower  of  his  truth)  sets  thee  free.  And  so  here  thou  wilt 
read  thy  calling,  and  read  thy  election  day  by  day;  and  find 
thorn  sealed,  and  sure  to  thee,  in  that  truth,  in  that  gift,  in 
that  heavenly  light,  in  that  holy  seed,  which  came  from 
God,  and  is  of  him,  and  which  he  delights  to  own,  and  will 
never  reject. 

XXI.  Concerning  Prayer. 

Quest.  What  is  the  true  prayer? 

Ans.  The  breathings  which  arise  from  the  true  birth, 
from  the  living  sense  which  God  gives  to  the  true  birth ; 
these  are  the  true  praj'cr.  There  is  a  Spirit  of  praj-er  and 
supplication  given  by  God  to  his  children  to  wrestle  and 
prevail  with  him  by.  All  prayer  that  arises  from,  and  is 
given  by,  that  Spirit,  is  true  prayer;  all  other  prayer  is  not 
right  and  true,  but  at  best  an  imitation  of  the  true.  ^'We 
know  not  what  to  pray  for  as  we  ought;  but  the  Spirit  mak- 
oth  intercession  for  us  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  ut- 
tered." Mark:  the  very  groanings  that  come  from  God's 
Spirit,  from  his  breathing  and  work  upon  the  heart,  are  right 
prayers  in*  God's  sight;  but  other  sighs  and  groans  are  not 
so. 

XXII.  Concerning  Repentance. 

Quest.  Which  is  the  true  repentance? 

Ans.  That  which  Christ  gives,  whom  God  hath  exalted 
to  be  the  prince  and  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  for- 
giveness of  sins.  Acts.  v.  31.    It  is  not  in  man's  power  to 
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repent;  his  heart  is  hard  and  impenitent.  It  is  God's  power 
which  melteth,  tendereth,  and  changeth  the  heart.  So  that 
there  is  a  great  difterenee  between  the  sense  and  sorrow  of 
man's  nature,  and  the  sense  and  sorrow  which  God  gives  to 
the  heart  which  he  renews  and  changes.  The  one  is  of  an 
earthly,  the  other  of  a  heavenly,  nature.  The  one  is  like 
the  early  dew,  or  morning  cloud,  it  soon  passeth  away;  the 
other,  is  written  in  the  new  heart,  and  abideth.  So  that  in 
it  there  is  a  real  sorrow  and  mourning  over  the  corrupt  nat- 
ure, and  all  the  dead  works  of  the  flesh,  and  a  turning  from 
them,  and  meddling  no  more  with  them.  This  is  the  re- 
pentance of  the  renewed  ones,  which  is  the  gift  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  unto  them,  and  is  a  godly  sorrow  for  sin  not 
to  be  repented  of. 

XXni.  Concerning  Faith. 

Quest.  .What  is  the  true  faith? 

Ans.  It  is  a  belief  in  the  power  which  saves,  from  a  true 
sense  and  experience  of  it  in  the  heart.  For  the  power 
which  saves  must  first  manifest  itself,  before  it  can  be  be- 
lieved  in ;  and  how  doth  it  manifest  itself,  but  by  shining 
in  the  heart,  which  hath  been  darkened  by  transgression,  to 
open  the  eye  of  the  understanding,  which  the  god  of  the 
world  hath  blinded,  and  to  unstop  the  deaf  ear,  and  so  it 
begets  and  creates  somewhat  capable  to  receive  its  further 
manifestation.  The  Scripture  speaks  of  a  new  creation  in 
Christ.  Indeed  all  true  believers  are  so:  and  they  have  the 
ability,  the  faculty,  the  power  of  .believing  from  him  who 
creates  them  anew.  There  is  that  which  is  called  faith  in 
unregenerate  men ;  but  that  is  not  the  faith  I  am  now  speak- 
ing of,  but  that  which  is  the  gift  of  God  to  his  own  birth,  to 
his  own  begotten.  "To  you  it  is  given  not  only  to  believe," 
&c.  Phil.  i.  29.  Mark:  It  is  given  to  believe.  Oh,  this  holy 
gift !  this  faith  of  the  new  birth  is  the  faith  which  pleaseti 
God,  prevaileth  with  him,  purifieth  the  heart  to  which  it  is 
given,  giveth  access  to  God,  interest  in  his  power  and  prom- 
ises, and  victory  over  the  worldly  nature,  and  over  all  the 
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Ar.*.  Ti--^  '/•-•rti.  =r:-r<*"  «^1:  ?.  i'.Tr*  firoa  tbe  trae  mider- 
♦-A  , :. -.^  o:  G'^i  *  t1  1.  i-  i  fr.-s  tL*  ■:■:■>  ramre  wideh  he 

xr.^,  ♦*»::;^.  rr*-  tl  i.r*-^-.  11- z.  a::*!  tne  fiitL.  There  kno 
'',/,rr.  'AT.  \r^''\^K  ar'i'\:  r  -a  •:  :-e:  t  >r  :^  there  any  biith  eui 
o>-r  ar'i^'.t.  L::t  tLj.:  -'irth  wr.:.:-h  believe*  aright.  The  troe 
lr-:.'>r.';»,z  i^  fron,  :r.*r  s-i-rke:-:::?  vimie  of  God's  Spirit  (all 
if.uHX  iki'Xii  >  b-it  d^irad  &::L.:  aod  the  true  obedience  is  in 
th';  ri^-'wn^r^*  of  the  ?!»:nt.  Rr«m-  vi.  4^  and  vii.  6.  Man 
r/.ay  «trivcr  to  under^^ai.d  and  or-er  all  hi?  days;  hot  he  can 
do  ui:rhf:r,  brit  a?  Le  i«  quicken  ei  taujrht,  and  enabled  of  the 
Lord.  "Teadi  me,  O  Lord,  the  way  of  thy  statntes.**  Psal. 
rrxix.  '/S.  Tliere  U  a  my^tit-al  j>ath  of  life.  The  way  of 
wi-dorri,  the  way  of  hoIine>*?,  the  holy  skill  of  obeying  the 
truth,  \h  hid  from  all  living,  from  all  mankind,  bnt  such  as 
arc*  h^'^rotteii  and  brought  np  by  him  in  the  holy  skill  and 
ifiyMt<?ry  of  snbjeotion  to  the  Lord.  "Thy  people  shall  be  a 
willing  people  in  the  day  of  thy  power."  It  is  the  power 
of  (loil  that  works  the  will  in  the  heart,  and  the  same  power 
worl<H  to  do  alKo;  and  none  can  learn  either  to  will  or  to  do 
aright,  hut  an  they  come  to  be  aeqnainted  with  that  power, 
joirujd  to  that  power,  and  feel  that  power  working  in  them. 
Atid  hnr(»,  in  tliis  power,  to  this  new  birth,  faith  and  the 
holy  olMMli(?noe  aixj  as  natural,  as  unbelief  and  disobedience 
nvi^  to  the  birth  of  the  flesh.  It  is  frequently  and  abun- 
dantly experienced  by  his  holy  birth,  by  the  child  of  his  be- 
gt^tting.     nicrtsod  be  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

XXV.  (^oncennng  Justification. 

QuoHt.  What  is  justiiication,  or  how  is  a  man  justified  in 
tho  Might  of  «od?* 

Ann.  My  a  true  sense  of,  and  faith  in,  that  which  justifies; 
whioh  IH  the  Spirit,  the  life,  the  water,  the  blood,  the  vir- 
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tue,  the  power  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  All  these  are  one  iu  nat- 
ure, and  they  go  together.  Man  is  sinful  naturally,  fallen 
from  God,  found  a  transgressor  against  him.  Now  he  needs 
justification  from  his  sins,  and  he  needs  justification  in  re- 
spect of  what  God  hath  entrusted  him  "with,  and  requh-es  of 
him;  and  in  the^new  birth,  and  joining  to  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  he  meets  with  both.  Being  quickened 
by  his  Holy  Spirit,  turned  from  the  darkness,  coming  into 
the  light,  and  walking  in  the  light;  there  his  sins  are  done 
away,  blotted  out,  as  if  they  had  never  been,  for  his  name's 
Bake;  and  there  he  receiveth  a  new  ability,  a  new  heart,  a 
new  Spirit,  yea,  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God,  to  quicken 
him,  and  work  in  him;  and  whatever  he  doth  in  this  Spirit 
(or  rather  what  God  doth  by  him,  in  and  through  this  Spirit) 
is  justified,  owned,  and  accepted.  God  finds  no  fault  in 
any  of  the  fruits  of  his  own  Spirit  (iu  any  of  the  children  of 
men),  but  only  in  the  fruits  of  the  flesh.  And  if,  for  want 
of  watchfulness,  the  enemy  should  prevail,  and  draw  into  a 
snare;  yet  upon  turning  to  the  light  of  God's  Holy  Spirit, 
which  discovers  and  reproves  for  it,  in  the  holy  light  the  wa- 
ter flows,  the  blood  is  sprinkled,  the  conscience  is  cleansed, 
and  so  becomes  clean  even  in  God's  sight.  Oh!  blessed  is 
he  who  is  not  deceived  with  dead  notions  of  justification, 
but  feels  the  justification  which  comes  from  God,  and  is  ac- 
companied with  a  living  sense,  and  with  the  testimony  of 
his  Holy  Spirit. 

XXVL  Concerning  good  Works. 

Quest.  What  are  good  works  ? 

Ans.  The  works  that  flow  from  God's  good  Spirit,  the 
works  that  are  wrought  in  God,  they  are  good  works.  The 
works  of  the  new  binh,  of  the  new  creature,  are  good  works; 
whereas  all  the  works  of  the  flesh  are  bad,  though  never  so 
finely  painted.  All  its  thoughts,  imaginations,  reasonings, 
willings,  runnings,  hunting  to  find  out  God  and  heavenly 
things,  with  all  its  sacrifices,  are  coi-nipt  and  evil,  having 
of  the  bad  leaven,  of  the  bad  nature  in  them.  Make  the 
tree  good,  or  its  fruit  can  never  be  good:  bo  tlckSi^.  ^JaK^  ^^^ 
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only  the  good  works  that  flow  from  the  good  tree,  from  the 
good  root  And  here  all  the  works  of  the  flesh,  though 
never  so  glorious  and  taking  in  Ynan's  eye,  are  shut  out  by 
God's  measure,  by  God's  line  and  plummet  of  righteousness 
and  true  judgment ;^  and  every  work  of  God's  Spirit,  the 
meanest  work  of  faith,  the  least  labor  of  true  love,  the  least 
shining  of  life  in  the  heart,  and  the  giving  up  thereto,  is 
owned  by  God  as  coming  from  him,  and  wrought  in  him, 
who  worketh  both  to  will  and  to  do,  of  his  own  good  pleas- 
ure, lie  that  is  gathered  to  the  light  which  God  hath  en- 
lightened him  with,  hath  received  the  light,  dwelleth  in  the 
light,  and  walketh  in  the  light;  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God 
is  near  him,  and  dwelleth  with  him,  and  worketh  in  him; 
and  he  bringeth  his  deeds  to  the  light,  where  it  is  manifest 
that  they  are  wrought  in  God.  But  he  that  is  out  of  the  in- 
ward light  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  his  works  are  not  wrought 
in  God,  and  so  can  but  make  a  fair  show  in  the  flesh  (to  the 
fleshly  eye)  but  are  not  good  in  God's  sight.  The  erring 
man's  way  and  works  are  often  right  in  his  own  eyes;  ah! 
but  blessed  is  he  whose  w^ay  and  works  are  good  and  right 
in  the  eye  of  the  Lord,  in  the  judgment  of  his  searching, 
unerring  light  and  Spirit. 

XXVn.   Concerning  Love. 

Quest.  Wliich  is  the  true  love? 

Ans.  The  love  which  ariseth  from  the  nature  which  God 
begets,  and  from  this  circumcising  the  heart  from  the  other 
nature.  Love  is  the  beautiful  thing.  What  can  be  higher 
expressed  concerning  God  himself,  than  to  say  he  is  love? 
Love  is  greatly  commended  and  admired,  and  there  are 
many  pretenders  to  it;  but  none  have  the  true  love,  but 
only  those  that  are  bom  of  God,  and  circumcised  by  him. 
**The  Lord  thy  God  will  circumcise  thine  heart,  and  the 
heart  of  thy  seed,  to  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thine 
heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  that  thou  mayeet  live."  Deut 
XXX.  6.  Mark:  the  true  love  ariseth  from  the  true  cireum* 
cision ;  and  the  more  a  man  comes  to  have  his  heart  circum- 
cised from  the  fleshly  nature,  and  to  grow  up  in  the  pure 
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and  heavenly  nature,  the  more  he  loves.  God  is  love;  and 
the  uigher  any  one  comes  to  him,  and  the  more  he  partakes 
of  him,  the  more  he  becomes  love  in  the  Lord,  and  the  more 
he  is  taught  of  Qod  to  love  the  Lord  his  God,  and  his  breth- 
ren in  the  Spirit,  and  all  mankind,  who  are  of  his  blood  (for 
of  one  blood  God  made  all  mankind)  according  to  the  flesh, 
or  according  to  a  natural  consideration. 

XXV  lii.   Concerning  Meekness  and  Patience. 

Quest.  What  is  the  true  meekness  and  patience? 

Ans.  The  meekness  and  patience  which  ariseth  from  the 
Lamb's  nature.  Deceit  will  put  on  an  appearance  of  love, 
and  deceit  will  put  on  also  an  appearance  of  meekness  and 
patience;  but  it  cannot  put  on  the  true  love,  the  true  meek- 
ness and  patience:  that  is  only  learned  of  the  Lamb,  and 
received  of  him  by  receiving  of  his  Spirit  and  nature  from 
him.  And  oh,  how  precious  is  this !  how  sweet  is  it  felt  in 
the  heart!  To  feel  a  meek,  a  quiet,  a  patient  spirit  in  the 
midst  of  all  trials,  all  troubles,  all  fears,  all  doubts,  all  temp- 
tations of  every  kind.  Indeed  this  is  of  much  price  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  and  also  in  the  eye  of  him  who  hath  re- 
ceived it  from  the  Lord,  and  enjoyeth  it  in  him,  and  pos- 
sesseth  his  soul  in  him. 

XXIX.    Concerning  the  knowledge  of  the  new  covenant. 

Quest.  What  is  the  knowledge  of  the  new  covenant? 

Ans.  The  knowledge  which  is  given  by  God  to  the  new 
birth:  for  to  it  the  new  covenant  belongs,  and  the  knowl- 
edge thereof.  The  truly  begotten  of  God,  the  true  disciples 
of  Christ,  to  them  it  is  given  to  know  the  kingdom  of  God; 
but  to  others  it  is  not  given.  The  Jew  outward,  the  first 
birth,  the  birth  after  the  flesh,  for  them  the  priest's  lips 
were  to  preserve  knowledge,  and  they  were  to  seek  the  law 
at  his  month ;  and  to  them  God  sent  prophets  to  speak  to 
them,  and  taught  them  by  his  prophets :  but  concerning  the 
inward  Jews,  the  children  of  the  new  covenant,  the  children 
of  the  Jerusalem  which  is  above,  concerning  her  seed  it 
was  prophesied,  that  they  all  should  be  taught  of  tli^l^^x^N 
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thej  all  should  hear  and  know  the|  voice  of  the  Shepherd 
himself;  they  should  all  be  gathered  to  the  Shephei*d  and 
Bishop  of  the  soul,  and  taught  by  him.  So  that  in  this  new, 
holy,  living  covenant,  God  himself  is  the  Shepherd,  God 
himself  is  the  Teacher,  not  only  of  the  greatest,  but  of  the 
very  least.  Heb.  viii.  For  he  teaeheth  them  all  to  know  the 
Lord,  and  to  know  his  Son,  and  to  come  to  his  Son,  and  to 
love  him  their  Father,  and  one  another.  So  that  he  that  is 
taught  of  God,  he  hath  the  true  knowledge,  the  living 
knowledge,  the  substantial  knowledge,  the  knowledge  of 
the  thing  itself,  of  the  life  eternal  itself  All  that  are  not 
thus  taught  (but  learn  only  from  a  literal  description  and 
relation  of  things)  have  not  the  knowledge  of  the  new  cove- 
nant, the  kiTowledge  of  the  thing  itself;  but  only  an  out- 
ward knowledge,  such  as  the  first  birth  may  catch  at,  lay 
hold  on,  and  comprehend. 

XXX.    Concerning  the  fear  of  the  new  covenant 

Quest.  What  is  the  fear  of  the  new  covenant? 

Ans.  It  is  the  fear  which  God  puts  in  the  hearts  of  his 
children;  which  fear  cleanseth  their  hearts,  and  keepeth 
them  from  departing  from  their  God.  There  is  a  great  deal 
of  difterence  ])etweeu  the  fear  which  may  be  learned  from 
precepts  from  without,  and  the  fear  which  God  puts  in  the 
hearts  of  his  children  from  a  root  of  life  within;  which  fear 
is  of  a  heavenly  nature,  and  is  the  free  gift  of  God  to  his 
own  heavenly  birth,  and  none  else;  which  no  man  can  pos- 
sibly attain  by  any  thoughts  or  reasonings  of  his  own,  but 
only  by  the  springings  of  life  from  God.  And  he  that  would 
have  this  fear,  must  know  the  place  of  wisdom,  and  wait 
there  for  it;  and  when  he  hath  it,  this  fear  will  soon  begin 
to  make  him  wise  towards  salvation,  and  teach  him  to  de- 
part from  evil,  which  is  the  cause  of  destruction.  Job  xxviii. 
28. 

XXXL   Concerning  Ilope, 

Quest.  What  is  the  true  hope? 
.   Ans.  The  stay  of  the  mind  upon  the  Lord,  the  stay  of  tbo 
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heavenly  birth  upon  its  Father:  for  we  must  distinguish 
between  hope  and  hope.  There  is  the  hope  of  the  hypo* 
crite,  or  false  birth,  which  shall  perish;  and  the  hope  of  the 
true  birth,  which  will  never  fail  it,  nor  make  it  ashamed;  be- 
cause that  birth  is  taught  of  God  to  hope  aright.  Now,  in 
hope,  there  is  both  the  ground  of  it,  and  the  hope  itself.  The 
ground  of  the  hope  is  God's  love,  God's  truth,  God's  faith- 
fulness, God's  grace,  bis  seed,  his  Christ  felt  within ;  being 
of  him,  imited  to  him,  in  him,  he  in  me:  here  is  the  ground 
of  my  assurance  of  the  everlastiug  glory  aud  inheritance, 
which  is  sure  to  the  seed,  and  to  all  that  are  of  and  in  the 
seed.  So  knowing  Christ  within  me,  feeling  Christ  within 
me,  living  in  him,  and  he  in  me,  I  have  an  anchor  sure  and 
steadfast  within  the  veil,  which  no  storms,  no  tempests,  no 
trials,  no  temptations,  present  or  to  come,  have  power  over. 
Aud  then  there  is  the  hope,  or  hoping  itself;  that  is,  the 
staying  of  the  mind  upon  the  Lord,  the  leaning  upon  the 
Lord,  the  retiring  beyond  all  thoughts  or  reasonings  or 
lookings  out,  to  the  inward  life ;  to  feel  somewhat  spring 
from  it,  for  the  soul  to  hope  or  trust  in,  beyond  all  outward 
appearance.  And  this  hope  never  deceives  nor  makes 
ashamed  those  who  are  taught  of  God  thus  to  stay  their 
minds  upon  him.  Xay,  though  the  state  be  darkness,  and 
no  light  seen;  yet  beneath  the  darkness  there  is  somewhat 
to  stay  the  mind  of  the  child  and  servant  of  the  Lord  till  he 
appear,  and  cause  light  to  break  out  of  obscurity;  for  light 
is  sown  for  the  righteous,  and  joy  for  the  upright,  even  in 
their  darkest,  saddest,  and  most  distressed  conditions;  in 
all  which  the  Lord  is  near  them,  and  there  is  siill  ground 
for  them  to  hope  in  him. 

XXXn.  Concerning  Peace. 

Quest.  Which  is  the  true  peace? 

Ans.  The  peace  which  God  speaks  to  the  soul;  the  peace 
which  Christ  gives  to  his  own  disciples.  The  way  of  truth, 
the  way  of  life  leads  to  peace;  and  the  peace  which  is  found 
therein  is  of  God's  giving,  and  is  the  true  peace.  First, 
God  breathes  upon  the  heart,  begets  a  riglit  birtU^  «..tt\i«k 
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cbild;  then  he  leads  him  into  tiie  holj  waj,  tiie  righteoofl 
way;  from  that  which  loads  and  bordens,  to  that  wherein  is 
the  ease  and  rest.  Thns  in  the  believing'and  following  him 
there  is  joy  and  peace.  This  is  experienced  by  all  the  true 
travellers,  and  by  none  else.  No  man,  with  all  his  wisdom^ 
knowleflge,  and  understanding,  can  so  much  as  gness  at 
what  this  peace  is.  The  peace  of  Ood,  the  peace  which  he 
speaks  to  his  children,  the  nature  of  it,  the  sweetness  of  it, 
the  heaven  I  in  C9S  of  it,  passeth  man's  understanding;  but  he 
who  is  bom  from  above,  who  hath  a  new  and  heavenly  under- 
standing, he  knoweth  the  nature,  excellency,  and  prccions- 
ness  of  it;  and  would  not  for  all  this  world,  for  any  fear,  or 
danger,  or  expectation  of  any  thing  from  without,  hazard 
the  breaking  off  this  precions  peace  and  rest  of  his  soul  in 
his  God. 

XXXHL  Concerning  Joy. 

Quest.  Which  is  the  true  joy? 

Ans.  The  joy  which  flows  from  God's  presence,  and  the 
work  of  his  power  iu  the  heart,  and  the  assured  expectation 
which  he  gives  of  the  full  inheritance  and  glory  of  life  ever- 
lasting. When  the  bridegroom  is  present,  when  the  soul  is 
gathered  home  to  him,  married  to  him,  iu  imion  with  him, 
in  the  holy,  living  fellowship;  when  he  appears  against  the 
enemies  of  the  soul,  rising  up  against  them,  breaking,  8cat>- 
teriiig  them,  and  giving  of  his  good  things,  filling  with  life, 
tilling  with  love,  filling  with  virtue,  feasting  the  soul  in  the 
presence  of  the  Father;  oh,  what  sweet  joy!  oh,  what  ful- 
ness of  joy  is  there  then  in  the  heart!  "In  thy  presence  is 
fulness  of  joy,  and  at  thy  right  hand  are  pleasures  for  ever- 
more,*' said  the  psalmist  Ps.  xv'u  11.  Surely  he  had  had  a 
taste  of  the  thing,  he  had  been  in  God's  presence,  and  that 
made  him  cry  out,  "Cast  me  not  away  from  thy  presence," 
Psal.  li.  11. ;  and  he  had  drunk  of  the  river  of  God's  pleas- 
ure, which  is  at  his  right  hand,  which  made  him  speak  so 
sensibly  of  it.  Psa.  xxxvi.  8.  and  xlvi.  4.  Christ  said  to  his 
disciples,  that  because  of  his  going  away  they  should  have 
sorrow;  but  he  would  see  them  again^  and  their  heart 
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should  rejoice,  and  their  joy  no  man  should  take  from  them. 
John  xvi.  22.  How  or  when  was  this  fulfilled?  What  were 
tliey  soiTy  for?  Was  it  not  the  loss  of  his  outward  presence, 
which  had  -been  so  sweet  and  comfortable  to  them  ?  IIow 
would  he  come  to  them  again  ?  Was  jit  not  by  the  Com- 
forter? Was  it  not  by  his  inward  and  spiritual  presence? 
So  that  he  that  was  with  them  should  be  in  them?  Before 
they  knew  Christ  with  them ;  now  they  should  know  Christ 
in  them;  the  Father  in  them,  and  they  in  him;  Immanuel, 
the  gospel  state,  Qod  with  us,  dwelling  with  us,  taberna- 
cling in  us,  living  in  us,  walking  In  us,  and  we  living  and 
walking  in  him.  When  the  apostles  came  to  this  state,  then 
they  came  to  witness  the  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  even  the 
joy  unspeakable,  and  full  of  glory.  And  hence  it  is  that  the 
gospel  state  is  a  state  of  joy  and  rejoicing  in  the  Lord,  even 
in  his  glorious,  living  presence,  and  in  the  glory  of  his 
power.  For  in  the  gospel  state  the  true  light  shines  in- 
wardly in  the  heart,  the  life  is  manifested;  and  being  mani- 
fested, they  that  come  into  the  manifestation  of  it,  come  in- 
to the  holy  union,  and  into  the  holy  fellowship  with  the 
Father  and  Son,  where  the  joy  is,  and  where  the  joy  is  full; 
where  the  power  is  revealed  which  does  away  that  which  is 
contrary  to  the  holy  fellowship,  and  hinders  the  holy  joy 
and  rejoicing  in  the  Lord.  See  1  John  i.  8,  4. 

XXXrV.  Concerning  poverty  of  spirit  and  humility. 

Quest.  Wliich  is  the  right  poverty  of  spirit,  and  the  true 
humility? 

Ans.  That  poverty  and  humility  of  spirit  which  springeth 
from  the  same  root  from  which  the  faith,  the  love,  the 
peace,  the  joy,  and  the  other  heavenly  things  arise;  and  is 
of  the  same  nature.  There  is  a  voluntary  humility,  and  a 
voluntary  poverty,  even  of  spirit,  which  man  casts  himself 
into,  and  forms  in  himself,  by  his  own  workings  and  rea- 
sonings. This  is  not  the  true,  but  the  false  image,  or  coun- 
terfeit of  the  true;  but  then  there  is  a  poverty  which  ariseth 
from  God's  emptying  the  creature,  from  God's  stripping  the 
creature;  and  a  humility  which  ariseth  from  a  new  heatt 
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and  nature.  This  is  of  the  right  kind,  and  is  lasting,  and 
abides  in  the  midst  of  the  riches  and  gloiy  of  the  kingdom. 
For  as  Christ  was  poor  in  spirit  before  his  Father,  and  lowly 
in  heart  in  the  midst  of  all  the  fulness  which  he  received 
from  him ;  so  it  is  with  those  who  are  of  the  same  birth  and 
nature  with  Christ  They  are  filled  with  humility,  and 
clothed  with  humility,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  graces  and 
heavenly  riches  which  Ood  fills  them  and  adorns  them  with. 
Keep  in  the  faith,  keep  in  the  truth,  keep  in  the  light,  keep 
in  the  power;  it  excludes  boasting  in  or  after  the  flesh,  and 
keeps  the  mind  in  that  humility  and  poverty  of  spirit  which 
God  hath  brought,  and  daily  further  and  further  brings  it 
into ;  and  so  the  humility'  and  poverty  remain  (poor  in  spirit 
for  ever,  humble  in  spirit  for  ever,  nothing  before  the  Lord 
for  ever)  even  as  that  remains  which  broogfat  into  that 
frame,  and  keeps  in  that  frame  for  ever.  And  so  the  Lord 
of  life  is  only  exalted,  and  the  creature  kept  abased  before 
him,  and  low  for  ever;  and  is  nothing  but  as  the  Lord 
pleaseth  to  fill,  and  make  it  to  be  what  it  is.  So  what  I  am, 
I  am  by  God's  love,  by  his  grace,  by  his  mercy,  by  his  good- 
ness, by  his  power,  by  his  wisdoiii,  by  his  righteousness,  by 
his  holiness,  which  he  of  his  own  good  pleasure  commuui- 
catetb,  and  causeth  to  spring  in  me,  and  filletb  and  clotheth 
me  with,  as  seemeth  good  in  his  sight. 


TUE    CONCLUSION. 

There  is  mention  made  in  the  book  of  the  Revelations, 
in  the  epistles  from  Christ  to  the  seven  churches  of  Asia,  of 
a  tree  of  life,  which  is  in.  the  niidat  of  the  paradise  of  God 
(the  fruit  whereof  is  good  for  food,  and  the  leaves  thereof 
for  the  healing  of  the  nations);  andof  hidden  manna,  and  a 
white  stone,  and  in  the  stone  a  new  name  written,  which 
none  knoweth  but  he  that  receiveth  it ;  and  of  a  morning 
star  to  be  given,  and  power  over  the  nations,  to  rule  their 
spirit,  even  as  Christ  hath  received  of  his  Father;  and  of 
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being  cjpthed  in  white,  and  his  name  confessed  before  the 
Father  (this  is  the  sheep  of  my  fold,  the  child  of  my  Fa- 
ther's begetting,  who  is  named  by  me  among  the  living,  I 
know  him  by  his  name,  John  x.  3.) ;  as  also  of  his  being  a 
pillar  in  the  temple  of  God,  and  of  going  no  more  out,  but 
bearing  the  name  of  God,  and  the  name  of  the  city  of  God, 
the  new  Jerusalem  which  cometh  down  from  God  out  of 
heaven;  and  of  Christ*s  new  name  (oh!  what  is  that! )  and 
of  sitting  with  Christ  in  his  throne. 

This  is  the  generation  of  spiritual  kings,  who  have  a  spir- 
itual kingdom,  and  a  spiritual  throne,  even  Christ's  king- 
dom, and  Christ's  throne,  the  royal  priesthood  of  God.  Oh, 
precious  things !  Oh,  rich  glory!  Surely  eye  hath  not  seen, 
nor  ear  heard,  nor  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  men  to 
conceive  what  these  things  are. 

Now  he  that  would  witness  these  things ;  he  that  would 
know,  experience,  and  enjoy  these  things,  must  mind  that 
seed  in  which  they  are  wrapped  up,  as  in  a  seed,  and  out  of 
which  they  spring,  and  shoot  foiih.  The  kingdom  is  in  the 
seed,  the  throne  in  the  seed,  the  power  in  the  seed.  He 
that  is  united  to  the  seed,  and  abideth  in  the  seed,  receiveth 
power  from  the  seed,  and  overcometh,  he  shall  inherit  all 
things;  and  I  will  be  his  God,  and  he  shall  be  my  sou.  Rev. 
xxi.  7.  But  he  that  will  be  so,  must  not  be  fearful  or  un- 
believing of  overcoming  sin,  or  his  soul's  enemies;  but 
must  depend  upon  the  almighty  and  all-sufficient  power  of 
God,  which  will  give  him  victory  over  sin,  and  keep  him 
that  he  touch  no  unclean  thing;  that  he  may  be  holy,  as 
the  Lord  his  God  is  holy;  and  righteous,  even  as  the  Lord 
his  God  is  righteous.  Lideed  it  becoraeth  the  heavenly 
children  to  partake  of  the  divine  life,  of  the  heavenly  nat- 
ure of  their  Father,  and  be  like  him.  And  he  that  partak- 
cth  of  his  nature,  of  his  holiness,  Ueb.  xii.  10,  is  holy,  as  he 
is  holy;  and  he  that  from  the  holy  root  of  purity  and  right- 
eousness, doth  righteousness,  is  righteous,  even  as  he  is 
righteous.  1  John  iii.  7.  So  it  is  written  without,  and  so  it 
is  testified  within,  by  him  that  is  born  of  God  in  whom  the 
seed  reraaineth,  which  overcometh  the  wicked  oue,\iTvy\%^^ 
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him  and  keepeth  him  under:  and  the  jast  live  by  t^e  faith 
which  giveth  victory  over  him. 


A   PREFACE    TO    THE   EXPERIENCES. 

It  hath  pleased  the  Lord,  to  unseal  and  open  the  Foun- 
tain of  life,  in  the  midst  of  his  heritage;  so  that  in  his  light 
do  they  see  light,  and  in  his  life  do  they  reap  and  enjo^^  life. 
And  the  precious  promises  are  fulfilled  in  the  midst  of  them, 
of  sending  the  Comforter,  and  pouring  out  of  the  Holy  Spir- 
it; so  that  he  that  belie veth,  out  of  his  belly  do  flow  rivers 
of  living  water.  Yea,  the  Lord  hath  a  vineyard  of  his  own 
I>lanting,  which  he  keepeth  night  and  day  (lest  any  hurt  it), 
and  watereth  every  moment.  Oh,  the  streams  of  life,  the 
streams  of  love,  the  streams  of  grace,  the  streams  of  mercy, 
the  streams  of  peace,  the  streams  of  joy  and  consolation, 
which  flow  from  him  into  the  bosoms  of  his  children !  In- 
deed grace  and  mercy  and  peace  are  multiplied  from  God 
our  Father,  in  and  through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  daily; 
insomuch  as  that  saying  of  Christ  to  his  disciples  (John  xvi. 
26,  27.)  is  now  fiillilled:  "I  say  not  unto  you,  that  I  will 
pray  the  Father  for  you ;  for  the  Father  himself  loveth  you," 
&c.  The  Father  in  his  love  hath  brought  us  to  the  Son,  and 
the  Son  in  the  same  love  hath  brought  us  back  to  the  Fa- 
ther; and  now  the  love  flows  from  the  Father,  in  and 
tUrough  the  Son,  most  naturally  and  abundantly.  And 
where  the  heart  is  circumcised,  and  much  forgiven,  there 
also  love  returns  back  most  truly  and  naturally;  so  that  the 
Lord  our  God,  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  is  loved  with  all 
the  heart,  and  with  all  the  soul,  and  nothing  is  thought  too 
good  to  sacrifice  to  him,  nor  any  thing  too  much  to  suflfer 
for  him.  Oh,  the  pure  love  that  springs  and  flows  between 
the  heavenly  Father  and  the  spiritual  child!  The  best  love 
that  is  to  be  found  in  this  world  (in  the  men  of  this  world) 
is  not  worthy  to  be  a  shadow  of  it.  God  is  love:  and  his 
children  are  of  him,  and  partake  of  and  dwell  in  the  same 
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love,  though  the  enmity  and  highest  wisdom  of  this  world 
know  them  not,  nor  can  know  them ;  even  as  it  never  could 
know  the  children  of  the  true  wisdom  formerly. 

Now,  from  this  Fountain,  do  not  only  issue  springs  and 
streams  of  life  to  refresh  our  own  hearts;  hut  testimonies 
concerning  the  life  which  we  feel  and  partake  of,  and  con- 
cerning our  travels  from  the  dark  land,  through  the  valley 
of  tears  (where  he  who  gave  us  life  was  our  well),  towards 
our  resting-place.  These,  many  times,  spring  up  in  us  for 
the  sakes  of  others:  of  which  nature  arc  the  things  which 
follow.  For  not  for  my  own  sake  did  they  spring  up  in  me 
at  this  time;  but  to  signify  to  others  the  mercy  the  Lord 
hath  shown  me,  and  the  way  wherein  he  hath  led  me,  and 
what  he  hath  given  rae  to  taste  of  and  experience  in  the 
way;  which  will  answer  every  true  palate,  every  palate  that 
is  seasoned  with  life,  and  with  the  true  experience.  And 
having  received  them  from  the  Lord  for  this  very  end,  to 
hold  them  forth  to  others  in  love  and  tenderness  of  spirit, 
my  heart  is  freely  given  up  to  him  therein;  not  aiming  at 
any  thing  thereby,  but  his  glory  singly,  and  the  good  of 
such  souls  to  whom  he  shall  please  to  extend  favor  and 
show  mercy,  in  opening  the  heavenly  mystery  of  life  and 
salvation  to  them. 

I  have  often  said  in  my  heart,  Who  hath  begotten  me 
these?  Who  would  have  said  that  Sarah  should  have  given 
children  suck!  My  w^ound  was  deep,  and  seemed  incurable. 
But  blessed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  made  known  to  me  the 
physician  of  value,  for  whom  no  disease  is  too  hard ;  but  he 
is  able  to  cure  every  sickness,  and  to  relieve  and  rescue  all 
that  are  captived  and  oppressed  by  the  devil,  that  come 
unto  him  and  wait  upon  him,  in  the  way  of  his  righteous 
judgments  and  most  tender  mercies.  For  after  all  my  re- 
ligion and  deep  exercises,  and  inward  experiences  and 
knowledge,  I  came  to  such  a  loss  of  what  I  once  had,  that  I 
sensibly  felt  I  knew  not  the  Lord,  and  lay  continually 
groaning  and  mourning  after  him,  and  deeply  afflicted  for 
want  of  him.  Oh,  the  pure  light,  and  precious  life,  and 
Bweet  presence  of  my  God,  that  my  soul  waut^d^  \\i^o\K»L^ 


828  l^HE  W0BK8  OF 

ttiat  my  moistore  was  turned  into  the  dronght  of  sommer, 
and  my  bones  grown  dry  and  withered!  Bat  at  length,  the 
Lord,  in  his  goodness  (Oh,  blessed  for  ever  be  his  name!), 
breathed  upon  the  dry  bones,  and  I  felt  life  enter  from  him 
into  me,  and  the  days  of  deep  sorrow  and  distress  were  at 
length  forgotten,  because  a  man-child  was  at  length  con* 
ceived  and  brought  forth.  And  now  where  is  the  sack-, 
cloth?  Where  is  the  ashes?  Oh,  there  is  beauty  in  life,  in- 
stead of  the  ashes  in  the  state  without  life;  and  the  garment 
of  praise,  instead  of  the  spirit  of  heaviness !  Oh  glory,  glory 
to  the  binder  up  of  the  bruised  and  broken-hearted,  to  the 
Redeemer  of  the  captives,  to  the  repairer  of  the  breaches, 
to  the  builder  up  of  the  wasted  and  desolate  ones !  Glory 
to  bis  tender  mercy,  glory  to  his  grace,  glory  to  his  love, 
glory  to  his  wisdom,  glory  to  his  power,  for  ever  and  ever, 
amen ! 


SOME    EXPERIENCES    ADDED. 

I.    Concerning  the  seed  of  the  kingdom. 

Concerning  the  seed  of  the  kingdom,  this  I  have  experi- 
enced; that  it  consists  not  in  words  or  notions  of  the  mind, 
but  is  an  inward  thing,  an  inward,  spiritual  substance  in 
the  heart,  as  real  inwardly  in  its  kind,  as  other  seeds  are 
outwardly  in  their  kind:  and  that  being  received  by  faith, 
and  taking  root  in  man  (his  heart,  his  earth,  being  plowed 
up  and  prepared  for  it),  it  groweth  up  inwardly,  and  bring- 
eth  forth  fruit  inwardly,  as  truly  and  really  as  any  outward 
seed  doth  outwardly.  This  seed  is  known  by  its  contrariety 
and  enmity  against  the  seed  of  the  serpent;  against  all  the 
seeds  of  evil  in  the  hearts  of  men ;  it  discovering  them, 
turning  the  mind  from  them,  and  warring  against  them, 
and  bruising  and  overcoming  them  in  all  that  receive  it, 
and  let  in  its  holy  nature ;  which,  as  a  holy  leaven  or  salt, 
worketh  out  that  which  is  unholy  and  unrighteous,  dark 
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and  dead,  and  seaeoneth  with  light,  with  life,  with  grace, 
with  the  holiness  and  righteousness  of  truth. 

II.    Concerning  the  soul's  food. 

The  soul's  food  is  that  which  nourisheth  it,  which  is  the 
same  with  that  which  giveth  it  life.  Every  word  proceeding 
out  of  the  mouth  of  God,  every  motion,  every  quickening, 
every  operation  of  his  Spirit,  is  living,  and  nourisheth  the 
soul  with  life,  which  receiveth  it  and  feedeth  on  it.  The 
spiritual  manna,  the  spiritual  water,  from  the  holy  well  or 
fountain,  the  milk  of  the  word,  the  flesh  and  hlood  of  the 
Son  of  the  living  God,  his  words,  which  are  spirit  and  life, 
nourish  up  the  living  hirth  unto  life  everlasting.  How 
comes  man  to  live  at  first,  but  by  hearing  the  voice  of  him 
that  giveth  life?  And  how  comes  man  to  live  afterwards, 
and  to  increase  in  life,  but  by  hearing  the  same  voice  still? 
*' Incline  j-our  ear,aud  come  unto  me:  hear,  and  your  soul 
shall  live,"  &c.  Isa.  Iv.  3.  This  I  have  also  experienced 
to  give  me  life,  to  nourish  up  and  strengthen  me  in  life; 
even  fresh  life  communicated  from  the  living  Fountain; 
and  so  my  life  is  not  in  myself,  not  in  any  thing  I  can  com- 
prehend concerning  Christ;  but  in  being  joined  to  him,  in 
being  ingrafted  into  him  the  holy  root,  into  him  the  true 
olive-tree,  into  his  Spirit;  and  so  by  the  sap  that  springs  up 
into  me  from  him,  my  life  is  maintained  and  increased  in 
me  daily.     Glory  to  his  name  for  ever. 

UI.    Concerning  God's  power. 

Concerning  God's  power,  this  I  have  experienced ;  that 
that  is  it  which  doth  the  work  in  the  soul.  It  begets  to 
God,  it  brings  out  of  the  land  of  darkness,  it  leads  through 
all  entanglements,  and  preserves  in  the  midst  of  them  all. 
It  breaks  down  the  old  building  of  sin  and  iniquity  (both 
inwardly  and  outwardly,  both  in  heart,  and  also  in  life  and 
conversation),  and  raiseth  the  new  and  holy  building.  It 
makes  willing,  it  makes  obedient,  it  gives  to  believe,  it 
gives  to  sufter.  Oh,  blessed  be  the  Lord  for  the  day  of  his 
power,  which  is  inwardly  broken  forth!    Oh,  wlckftl  N^oviN.^ 
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the  poor  child  do  (the  poor  lambs  in  the  midst  of  the  wolves 
inwardly  and  outwardly),  were  it  not  for  the  Father's  hand, 
the  Father's  arm,  the  Father's  power,  which  is  still  with 
them,  and  compagse'th  them  about!  Oh,  blessed  are  they 
that  know  the  ministration  of  the  life  inwardly,  the  power 
of  life  inwardly!  For  in  life,  in  the  seed  of  life,  is  the  holy 
power;  which  is  manifest,  appears,  and  works,  as  it  gains 
ground  on  the  creature,  to  put  forth  and  exercise  in  it  the 
virtue  and  strength  which  it  daily  receiveth  from  its  Father. 

IV.    Concerning  Temptations. 

Concerning  temptations,  this  I  have  experienced;  that 
the  strength  and  hurt  of  them,  as  to  the  soul,  lies  in  the 
soul's  looking  at  them.  For  the  strength  of  God  is  revealed 
in  his  children  against  the  tempter;  which  being  patiently 
waited  for,  and  trusted  in,  will  never  fieiil  them.  The  least 
babe,  the  Lord  would  not  have  let  in  temptation  and  sin; 
but  watch  to  that,  and  keep  joined  to  that,  which  will  pre- 
8er\''e  out  of  temptation  and  out  of  sin.  God  is  faithful,  who 
hath  care  of  all  his,  and  whose  promise  is  to  all  his;  and  as 
he  would  have  none  sin,  so  none  that  diligently  wait  shall 
want  his  power  to  stand  by  them,  to  preserve  out  of  sin. 
"Look  unto  me,  and  be  saved,  all  ye  ends  of  the  earth."  It 
is  universally  true.  Look  unto  me,  trust  in  me;  look  not 
at  yourselves,  trust  not  in  yourselves;  look  not  at  the  ene- 
my, fear  not  the  enemy ;  I  will  save  you  from  every  snare, 
every  temptation,  as  your  eye  is  steadfast  upon  me.  What 
if  the  enemy  come  in  like  a  flood  ? .  If  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
lift  up  a  standard  against  him,  can  he  prevail?  What 
though  he  cast  fiery  darts?  'What  though  he  beset  round 
about?  Will  not  the  shield  of  faith  quench  them  all?  Will 
not  the  whole  armor  of  God  defend  and  keep  safe  from 
them  all  ?  If  the  enemy  be  resisted  lawfiilly  (that  is,  in  true 
faith  in  that  power  which  is  engaged  for  the  soul  against 
him),  doth  not  the  power  of  the  Lord  arise  and  scatter  him, 
and  strengthen  and  establish  the  soul  in  the  grace,  and  in 
the  truth?  Oh!  the  holy  mystery  of  the  heavenly  warfare, 
and  of  the  working  of  the  pure  power  against  the  enemy ; 
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which  overcomcB  all  his  impurities,  and  keeps  clean  from 
them!  Look  not  at  the  enemy;  let  not  in  the  reasonings 
of  the  mind;  keep  in  the  patience,  keep  in  the  pure  fear, 
in  the  holy,  living  sense:  he  only  what  thou  art  in  the 
seed,  in  the  new  hirth,  in  the  life  which  God  hath  begot- 
ten in  thee;  then  art  thou  safe,  then  art  thou  in  the  name 
•of  the  Lord,  which  is  the  strong  tower.  The  enemy  indeed 
may  make  a  noise  about  thee  with  his  lusts,  with  his  temp- 
tations, with  his  floods,  with  his  stonns,  with  his  fiery  darts ; 
but  he  cannot  enter  thy  habitation.  The  Spirit  of  darkness, 
the  prince  of  darkness,  is  shut  out  of  the  land  of  the  living. 
Abide  thou  there:  dwell  in  the  light,  and  walk  in  the  light, 
as  God  is  in  the  light,  and  he  shall  never  have  power  over 
thee. 

V.  Concerning  Prayer. 

I  have  experienced  prayer  to  be  the  breathing  of  that 
birth  which  God  begets,  to  the  Father  of  life  which  begat 
it;  who  by  his  Spirit  makes  known  to  it  its  condition  and 
wants,  and  gives  a  suitable  sense  of  heart,  and  cries  to  it. 
For  as  it  is  not  in  man  to  beget  himself  to  God ;  no  more 
can  he  pray  to  God  in  his  own  will  or  time,  but  as  God 
pours  out  the  Spirit  of  prayer  and  supplication  upon  him, 
and  by  his  Spirit  teacheth  and  helpeth  him  to  pray  as  ho 
ought.  "Because  ye  are  sons,  God  hath  sent  forth  the  Spirit 
of  his  Son  into  your  hearts,  crj-ing,  Abba,  Father.''  I  have 
had  a  sense  of  the  natural  man,  and  of  the  spiritual  man  ; 
and  of  the  cries  and  prayers  of  each:  and  this  I  have 
been  taught  and  learned  of  God,  that  the  gospel  prayer  is 
the  prayer  of  that  birth  which  is  begotten  by  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  the  gospel ;  and  which  praysMn  the  Spirit,  and  in 
the  springing  of  the  holy  life  and  power;  whereby  it  rightly 
wrestles,  and  prevails  with  God,  obtaining  the  mercies  and 
blessings  which  it  wrestles  with  him  for.  For  to  this  child 
there  is  access  to  God  in  the  faith,  through  that  holy  Spir- 
it of  life  which  makes  way  for  it,  to  obtain  grace  and 
mercy  in  the  time  of  need.  And  through  this  Spirit  it 
prays  to  God,  and  prevails  with  him  on  the  behalf  o^  oSJc^^^ra^ 
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living  Ood,  and  in  believing  in  him:  and  ao  he  also  sancti- 
fies him.' 

Fifthly,  Faith  and  obedience  are  of  the  same  nature,  and 
always  go  together.  So  that  wherever  there  is  faith,  there  is 
obedience  likewise ;  and  wherever  there  is  obedience,  there 
is  &ith.  Obedience  flows  from  faith,  and  cannot  be  with- 
out it;  for  the  very  nature  and  virtue  of  faith  is  in  it.  And 
fiiith  is  obedience.  For  this  is  the  command  of  God,  that 
the  soul  believe  on  him  (and  in  his  appearances)  whom  he 
hath  sent  to  save ;  and  this  believing  is  obedience  unto  him 
that  commands  it.  And  this  faith,  and  this  obedience,  is 
holy  and  just  in  God*s  sight;  and  through  it  (but  not  with- 
out it)  the  soul  is  both  justified  and  sanctified. 

Sixthly,  That  the  works  of  faith,  the  works  of  the  new 
life,  are  not  the  works  of  the  law,  the  works  of  the  old  cove- 
nant; nor  are  excluded  justification,  as  the  works  of  the 
old  covenant  are.  For  I  have  found  the  Lord,  who  hath 
condemned  and  excluded  all  my  doings,  which  ever  I  have 
been  able  to  do  of  myself,  still  justify  and  accept  what  his 
Spirit  and  holy  power  bath  done  in  me.  They  are  not  of 
the  same  nature  in  themselves;  nor  are  they  so  accounted 
of  in  the  eye  of  the  Lord.  For  the  Lord  distinguisheth  be- 
tween root  and  root:  and  what  springeth  from  the  holy 
root,  he  justifieth  as  holy;  and  what  ariseth  from  the  un- 
holy root,  he  condemueth  as  unholy. 

Seventhly,  That  by  the  law  of  faith  all  boasting  is  ex- 
cluded, in  the  whole  work  both  of  justification  and  sanctifi- 
cation.  What  is  the  law  of  faith?  Is  not  this  its  law,  to 
fetch  all  from  the  Son,  to  do  all  in  the  Son?  to  quit  self, 
and  its  own  ability,  and  to  perform  all  in  the  newness  of 
the  Spirit,  in  the  ability  which  is  of  God,  given  and  contin- 
ued, in  and  through  his  grace  and  mercy,  to  the  soul  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ?  All  the  veins  of  life,  all  the  streams  of 
the  new  covenant  run  here.  Here  is  no  boasting  of  the . 
creature;  here  can  be  no  boasting:  for  all  its  ability  and 
strength  is  shut  out;  and  that  which  is  given  of  God  to  it, 
is  all  and  doth  all.  Yet  every  Jew  here  hath  praise  of  God. 
His  faith  is  commended,  his  love  is  commended,  his  taltbL- 
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falness  is  eommended,  his  zeal  for  the  Lord,  his  ohedience 
to  the  Lord,  his  i>atieuce  in  suffering,  is  commended,  kc 
Bat  the  praise  and  honour  of  all  redounds  not  to  his  flesh, 
but  to  the  Spirit  and  grace  of  God  in  him.  So  that  here 
flesh  is  laid  low,  and  kept  in  the  dust  for  ever,  and  Qod  alone 
exalted  in  this  day  of  his  pure  power  in  the  heart.  He  that 
truly  helieveth,  entereth  into  rest  How  into  rest?  From 
what  doth  he  rest  ?  Why,  from  his  own  works,  from  the 
works  of  the  flesh;  yea,  from  the  works*  of  the  old  cove- 
nant; from  the  works  that  arise  from  his  own  ability,  from 
the  works  wherein  he  can  never  be  justified  with  the  gospel 
justification.  But  doth  he  cease  from  the  works  of  faith? 
Doth  he  cease  from  the  labor  of  love  ?  Doth  he  cease  from 
obedience  to  any  thing  that  God  requires?  Nay :  then  surely 
be  rather  beginneth  to  work  and  labor  in  the  vineyard;  and 
his  labor  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 

Vn.  Concerning  Faith. 

Several  things  I  have  experienced,  both  concerning  the 
nature,  virtue,  and  operations  of  it;  some  whereof  (as  I  feel 
them  spring  up  livingly  in  my  heart)  I  may  mention  at  this 
time. 

First,  This  I  have  often  experienced;  that  it  is  a  hard 
thing  truly  and  rightly  to  believe.  It  is  an  easy  miitter  to 
believe  notions  concerning  God,  and  concerning  Christ: 
but  to  believe  in  God,  to  believe  in  Christ,  to  believe  in  him 
that  raised  up  Jesus,  to  believe  in  the  light,  life,  and  power, 
which  flows  from  Jesus;  this  indeed  is  hard,  by  reason  of 
the  great  darkness  and  ignorance  which  man  is  fiiUen  into 
through  transgression. 

Secondly,  I  have  experienced  this  also ;  that  faith  is  God's 
gift,  and  that  it  flows  from  the  power  of  his  life.  There  is 
first  a  quickening,  tirat  a  touching  of  the  heart,  by  the  holy, 
pure  power  of  the  Lord;  and  when  a  man  is  touched  nfid 
quickened,  then  in  and  by  and  through  that  virtue  which 
flows  into  him,  he  can  believe  in  that  which  toucheth  and 
qnickeneth  him. 

Thirdly,  That  faith  never  stands  in  a  man's  own  power, 
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bat  always  in  the  virtue  and  power  of  the  life  of  the. Son* 
So  that  be  that  will  believe  aright,  must  wait  to  feel  the  life 
of  the  Sou  revealed  in  him,  and  faith  flowing  therefrom. 
For  the  true  belief  springs  from  the  life  of  the  holy  root; 
and  from  the  flowing  up  and  springing  up  of  that  life,  faith 
receives  its  nourishment  and  daily  virtue. 

Fourthly,  I  hav^  observed  this  in  my  travels;  that  the 
earthly  wisdom,  and  notions  therefrom  got  into  the  mind, 
and  held  in  the  ihind  out  of  the  sense  of  life,  are  a  great  let 
to  faith.  For  these  strengthen  and  nourish  that  in  man, 
which  is  to  be  weakened  and  die;  that  life,  and  the  birth  of 
life,  may  be  all  in  the  heart.  Man  is  to  die;  man  is  to  be 
ceased  from;  his  understanding,  his  wisdom,  is  to  be 
brought  to  nought.  But  after  it  hath  had  a  stroke  and 
wound  from  God's  Holy  Spirit  and  power  (even  the  verj^ 
wound  which  tends  to  death),  yet  it  will  be  getting  life 
again  (getting  its  deadly  wound  healed),  and  nourishing  its 
life  by  those  very  notions,  which  came  from  that  life  and 
power,  which  in  measure  slew  it.  And  thus  the  Jew  out- 
ward hath  his  life  in  the  outwardness  of  knowledge,  in  the 
outwardness  of  the  law,  in  the  letter  which  killeth:  for  the 
relation  and  outward  knowledge  of  things  killeth  and  dead- 
eneth  more  and  more,  unless  man  come  into  the  inward 
life  and  virtue,  and  daily  feel  them  quickened  there.  "If 
ye  live  in  the  Spirit,  walk  in  the  Spirit,**  said  the  apostle. 
A  man  cannot  live  in  an  outwardness  of  knowledge  con- 
cerning the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  endless  life ;  but  he 
that  would  truly  live,  must  live  in  the  Spirit  itself;  and  he 
that  would  rightly  walk  on  in  his  way,  must  walk  in  that 
Spirit  wherein  he  received  life,  and  wherein  he  that  abideth 
lives  before  the  Lord. 

Fifthly,  This  I  have  also  observed;  that  all  notional  faith, 
wherein  is  not  the  living  virtue  (as  concerning  Christ,  his 
sufterings,  death,  resurrection,  ascension,  intercession ;  and 
concerning  justification  by  him,  &c.)  the  enemy  will  let  the 
soul  alone  with,  and  let  him  enjoy  peace  in ;  but  his  war  is 
desperately  against  the  true  faith,  against  faith  in  the  true 
power,  against  faith  in  the  light  of  life.     Oh,  how  maw^ 
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•ore  and  dunp  sManltB  doth  he  make  agunet  the  fiulh 
which  receiTes  its  rirtne  from  God,  and  canaeth  the  sonl  to 
live  to  God!  And  how  eore  ia  it  with  the  sool,  when  fiiith 
is  weak,  and  the  enemy  comes  on  against  it  with  the  strength 
of  his  assaults  and  temptations.  '^Lord  increase  oar  faith," 
said  the  seutsible  disciples. 

Sixthly,  It  is  a  precioas  thing  to  feel  fiiith  quickened 
by  God,  and  helped  by  God,  against  the  enemy.  For 
then  the  enemy  cannot  prevail  against  the  soni;  but  the 
soal,  through  the  virtue  and  i>ower  of  life,  prevails  over  the 
enemy  in  the  faith.  And  this  is  the  great  work  of  a  Chris^ 
tian,  not  only  to  wrestle  and  fight,  but  to  learn  so  to  wrestle, 
and  so  to  fight,  as  to  overcome. 

Seventhly,  That  in  the  pure  fear  (not  that  which  is  taught 
by  the  precepts  of  men,  but  which  God  puts  iuto  the  heart) 
faith  hath  its  strength,  and  exercises  its  strength.  Oh !  who 
knows  the  preciousness  of  this  fear!  The  power  of  fisdth, 
the  power  of  life,  the  power  'of  salvation,  and  everlasting 
preservation  is  revealed  in  it.  Therefore,  saith  the  Lord, 
when  he  speaketh  of  providing  for  his  children  in  the  new 
co%'enant,  that  they  shall  abide  with  him  for  ever,  and  not 
depart  any  more  from  him,  as  the  children  of  the  old  cove- 
nant did;  " I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  and  they  shall 
not  depart  from  me.  "  And  when  the  augel  preached  the 
everlasting  gospel,  how  did  he  preach  it  ?  '*Fear  God,  and 
give  glory  to  him,  for  the  hour  of  his  judgments  is  come," 
4c.  Rev.  xiv.  When  the  pure  fear  is  felt,  when  that  which 
is  contrary  to  God  is  judged;  then  the  gospel  is  known, 
and  the  work  thereof  experienced  in  the  heart  And  how 
easy  is  it,  when  the  pure  fear  is  felt,  to  distrust  and  deny 
one*s  self,  and  trust  in  the  Lord !  Oh,  how  weak  are  the 
reasonings  and  imagiuations  then,  and  how  strong  is  the 
power  M'hich  scatters  them,  and  lifts  up  the  head  over 
them! 

Now  it  concerns  every  one  deeply  to  consider,  of  what 
nature  his  tiiith  is,  and  what  virtue  is  in  it,  and  what  it  cau 
do  in  and  through  the  power  of  the  Lord  for  him ;  how  it 
fetcheth  in  the  true,  living  nourishmeut  every  day,  how  it 
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delivers  the  Boal,  and  gives  it  victory  over  that  which  fiuth 
was  appointed  to  deliver  from.  For  he,  who  through  the 
fiftith  overcometh  that  which  is  contrary  to  Gk>d,  shall  in- 
herit; and  he  that  fights  the  good  fight  of  &ith,  shall  over- 
come :  but  he  that  overcomes  not  his  enemies,  which  stand 
in  his  way,  shall  be  sure  to  be  hindered  by  them  from  at- 
taining to  his  journey's  end. 

Vni.  Concerning  Obedience,  some  experiences  also. 

First,  True  obedience,  gospel  obedience,  flows  from  life, 
flows  from  the  living  faith.  K  I  could  obey  in  all  things 
that  God  requires  of  me,  yet  that  would  not  satisfy  me,  un- 
less I  felt  my  obedience  flow  from  the  birth  of  his  life  in 
me.  "My  Father  doth  all  in  me,"  saith  Christ  This  was 
Christ's  comfort.  And  to  feel  Christ  do  all  in  the  soul,  is 
the  comfort  of  every  one  that  truly  believes  in  him. 

Secondly,  True  obedience,  gospel  obedience,  is  natural  to 
the  birth  which  is  born  of  God.  It  is  unnatural  to  the  flesh, 
to  man's  wisdom,  to  deny  himself,  and  take  up  the  cross ; 
but  it  is  natural  to  the  birth  which  is  bom  of  God's  Spirit. 
"That  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  is  Spirit;"  and  it  is  natu- 
ral to  it  to  be  conversant  in,  and  exercised  about,  that  which 
is  spiritual. 

Thirdly,  That  honoring  and  pleasing,  and  answering  the 
will  of  the  Lord,  is  the  proper  aim  of  the  truly  obedient. 
Oh,  how  do  they  delight  to  do  the  will  of  God!  "I  have 
meat,"  saith  Christ,  "that  ye  know  not  of."  To  do  the 
will  was  his  meat  and  drink :  and  it  is  meat  and  drink  to  all 
that  are  of  his  nature  and  Spirit.  If  I  should  never  have 
any  other  reward,  but  the  pleasure  of  obedience;  yet  I 
could  not  but  say  and  testify,  that  in  answering  the  law  of 
the  pure  life,  in  keeping  the  holy  statutes  and  command- 
ments of  God's  Spirit,  there  is  a  great  reward.  But  yet 
there  is  a  crown  also,  and  a  reaping  after  this  life  of  every 
thing  that  is  sown  to  the  Spirit:  and  the  crown  is  weighty 
and  everlastingly  glorious. 

Fourthly,  Gospel  obedience  is  exceeding  necessary  in  and 
to  the  gospel  state.    Mark:  The  Lamb  is  the  leader:  andcatv 

Vol.  ni.— 2.^ 
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any  be  saved  by  him,  bot  they  that  follow  him?  Wlien 
Chrisrt;  calls  out  of  the  world,  must  not  the  soul  come  to  him, 
who  is  the  Bhepbenl?  Aud  must  not  the  sheep  daily  learn 
to  know  hi*  vwce,  and  follow  him ;  even  till  they  come  to 
be  acquainted  with  every  moving,  drawing,  and  leading  of 
his  Spirit;  ai^  so  come  to  follow  the  Lamb  whithersoever 
he  goes?  Mark:  what  a  weight  Christ  layeth  upon  doing. 
"If  ye  know  these  things,  happy  arc  ye  if  ye  do  them." 
Why  then  the  disciple  cannot  <^me  to  happiness,  but  in  the 
doing,  in  the  obeying  of  the  will  of  Christ,  his  Lord  and 
Master.  And  **he  that  h^areth  these  sayings  of  mine,  and 
doeth  them,  I  will  liken  him  to  a  wise  man,  that  built  his 
house  upon  a  rock."  But  the  believer,  without  doing  the 
Mnll,  is  the  foolish  builder,  whose  building  will  not  stand. 
Again,  saith  Christ,  *^As  the  Father  hath  loved  me,  so  have 
I  loved  you;  continoe  ye  in  roy  love.  If  ye  keep  my  com- 
mandments, ye  shall  abide  in  my  love;  even  as  I  have  kept 
my  Father's  commandments,  and  abide  in  his  love."  The 
disciples,  whom  he  most  dearly  loved,  must  keep  his  com- 
mandments, if  they  will  continue  in  his  love.  And  his 
apostles  taught  the  same,  even  the  working  out  of  the  sal- 
vation, and  the  purifying  of  the  heart,  through  the  obedi- 
ence of  the  truth.  For  mark:  there  is  a  covenant  of  life, 
a  way  of  life;  and  how  can  life  be  reaped,  how  can  the  work 
of  life  go  on,  but  in  subjection  and  obedience  thereto? 

Oh !  bleseed  is  he,  who  meets  with  the  power  of  life, 
which  enables  to  obey;  aud  who  is  obedient  and  subject  to 
that  power.  For  he  that  truly  believes  in  Christ,  is  turned 
by  him  to  hie  light,  and  to  the  power  of  bis  Father;  and 
the  peace,  growth,  joy,  blessedness^  &e.  is  witnessed  in  sub- 
jection thereto. 

IX.  Concennug  the  cross  of  Christ. 

This  I  have  experienced  eonceming  the  cross  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ;  that  it  is  an  inward  and  spiritual  thing,  pix>- 
ducing  inward  aud  spiritual  efieets  in  the  mind ;  and  that 
this  is  it,  even  that  which  slays  the  enmity  in  the  mind,  aud 
crucifies  to  the  world,  and  the  affections  thereof.     ^^God 


ISAAC  PEWINGTON.  889 

forbid/*  saul  the  apostle,  'Hbat  I  should  glory,  save  in  the 
cross  of  our  Lord  Jesas  Christ,  whereby  the  world  is  cruci- 
fied unto  me,  and  I  unto  the  world."  Now  mark:  that 
which  is  contrary  to  the  world,  and  crucifies  to  the  world, 
that  is  the  cross.  The  cross  hath  this  power,  and  nothing 
else;  and  so  there  is  nothing  else  to  glory  in.  "The  fiesh 
Insteth  against  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  against  the  flesh; 
and  these  are  contrary  one  to  the  other."  Mind,  here  is 
the  cross:  the  Spirit  which  is  contrary  to  the  flesh,  which 
mortifies  the  flesh,  through  the  obedience  whereof  the  flesh 
is  crucified.  "If  ye,  through  the  Spirit,  mortify  the  deeds 
of  the  body,  ye  shall  live."  Whatsoever  is  of  and  in  the 
Spirit,  is  contrary  to  the  flesh.  The  light  of  the  Spirit  is 
contrary  to  the  darkness  of  the  flesh.  The  holiness  of  the 
Spirit  is  contrary  to  the  unholiness  of  the  corrupt  heart. 
The  life  of  the  Spirit  is  contrary  to  the  life  (or  rather  death) 
that  is  in  sin.  The  power  of  the  Spirit  is  contrary  to  the 
power  that  is  in  Satan,  and  his  kingdom.  The  wisdom  of 
God  is  contrary,  and  a  foolish  thing,  to  the  wisdom  of  man. 
Yea,  the  new  creature,  which  springs  from  God's  Holy 
Spirit,  is  contrary  and  death  to  the  old.  Now  he  that  comes 
hither,  out  of  his  own  wisdom,  out  of  his  own  will,  out  of 
his  own  thoughts,  out  of  his  own  reasonings;  and  comes  to 
a  discerning  of  God's  Spirit,  and  to  the  feeling  of  his  be- 
"getting  of  life  in  the  heart,  and  his  stirrings  and  movings 
in  the  life  which  he  hath  begotten  ;  and  waits  here,  and  re- 
ceives counsel  here;  he  is  taught  to  deny  himself,  and  to 
join  to  and  take  up  that,  by  which  Christ  daily  crosseth  and 
subdueth  in  him  that  which  is  contrary  to  God. 

And  here  is  the  fight  of  faith,  and  the  good  travel  under 
the  cross,  whereby  the  holy  journey  is  gone,  and  the  ene- 
mies (which  rise  up  to  oppose  in  the  way)  vanquished  and 
overcome.  For  here  is  the  power  revealed;  the  preserving 
power,  the  leading  power,  the  conquering  power  of  him 
who  rideth  on  conquering  and  to  conquer  his  spiritual  ene- 
mies in  the  hearts  of  his  children,  who  know  his  voice,  and 
are  sulgect  to  him ;  who  daily  denying  themselves,  and  tak- 
ing up  his  cross,  follow  him.    Woe  is  to  them  that  at^  ^ 
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ease  in  Zion,  under  any  thing  that  is  contraiy  to  God;  hat 
-hlessings  are  upon  them  whose  dwelling  is  under  the  cross, 
and  who  know  no  ease  but  what*  it  allows/  It  will  make 
truth,  life,  holiness,  righteousness,  faith,  obedience,  meek- 
ness, patience,  love,  separation  from  sin,  communion  with 
the  Lord,  and  all  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  as  natural  to  them 
in  the  renewed  state,  as  ever  sin  was  in  the  corrupt  state. 
And  in  that  state  they  shall  be  able  to  say  with  Paul ;  who 
once  complained  of  his  captivity,  and  that  he  did  what  he 
hated ;  yet  after  he  had  known  the  power  of  the  cross,  and 
was  crucified  with  Christ,  he  could  then  do  nothing  against 
the  truth,  but  for  the  truth ;  yea,  then  being  a  conqueror, 
having  overcome  the  enemies  which  stood  in  his  way,  he 
could  do  all  things  through  Christ  that  strengthened  him. 
The  cause  of  so  many  complaints  and  bowings  down  of  the 
head,  and  going  mourning  because  of  the  prevailings  of  the 
enemy,  through  temptations,  sin,  and  corruption,  is  because 
the  cross  of  Christ  which  is  the  power  of  God  (which  is  his 
ordinance  against  the  strength  of  the  enemy)  is  either  not 
known,  or  not  taken  up.  And  this  is  the  reason  that  many 
that  make  a  fair  show  for  a  while,  yet  afterward  come  to 
nothing  (but  are  like  untimely  figs,  or  like  com  upon  the 
house-tops,  which  hastily  springeth  up,  but  soon  withereth) 
because  they  either  never  rightly  learn,  or  keep  not  to  the 
cross.  For  that  alone  hath  power  from  God  to  bring  down  * 
and  keep  down  that  which  is  contrary  to  him.  So  that  from 
under  the  cross  of  Christ,  there  is  no  witnessing  salvation  or 
preservation  from  the  Lord;  but  out  of  the  limits  of  the 
cross,  the  enemy  hath  power  to  recover  and  bring  back  un- 
der his  dominion  again.  And  whosoever  in  his  travels 
leaves  the  cross  behind  him,  does  draw  back  unto  perdition, 
and  not  travel  on,  in  the  living  faith,  and  newness  of  obe- 
dience, towards  the  salvation  of  the  soul. 

X.    Concerning  the  Mystery  of  Life,  and  the  Mystery  of  the 
Fellowship  which  is  therein. 

God  is  hid  from  man,  as  he  lies  in  his  sinful  and  fallen 
state;  and  no  man  can  find  or  know  him,  but  as  he  pleaseth 
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to  reveal  himself  by  his  own  blessed  Spirit.  And  Christ, 
being  Ood's  image,  there  is  no  knowing  or  confessing  him, 
or  right  calling  him  Lord,  but  in  and  by  the  same  Spirit.  1 
Cor.  xii.  3.  When  he  appeared  in  the  days  of  his  flesh, 
flesh  and  blood  conld  not  reveal  him,  but  only  the  Father. 
And  he  is  the  same  to-day  as  he  was  yesterday.  He  is  not 
to  be  known  now,  but  in  the  same  Spirit;  in  his  ow^n  grace 
and  truth,  in  a  measure  of  his  own  life.  The  dead  cannot 
know  him ;  they  only  know  him,  who  are  his  sheep,  who 
are  quickened  and  made  alive  by  him.  And  this  life  is  a 
mystery:  none  can  understand  it,  but  they  that  partake  of 
it.  Can  a  man  that  is  naturally  dead  know  what  the  life  of 
nature  means?  No  more  can  a  man  that  is  spiritually  dead 
know  what  the  life  of  the  Spirit  means.  The  natural  man 
may  get  the  words  that  came  from  life,  and  cry  them  up,  and 
speak  g^eat  words  of  the  fame  of  wisdom  and  of  her  chil- 
dren ;  but  the  thing  itself  is  hid  from  them  all.  Oh !  it  is  a 
strait  gate  at  which  the  birth  enters,  at  which  none  else  can 
enter.  The  wise  and  prudent  knowers  and  searchers  after 
the  flesh  (and  of  the  Scriptures,  as  they  can  put  meanings 
upon  them  and  comprehend  them)  are  shut  out  in  every 
age;  but  there  is  a  babe  born  of  naked  truth  (born  of  the 
pure  simplicity)  admitted  by  God,  while  men  disdain  and 
despise  it. 

And  the  fellowship  of  the  saints  is  in  the  life,  and  in  the 
light,  which  is  this  mystery.  The  fellowship  is  not  out- 
ward, but  inward.  All  they  that  meet  together  in  the  out- 
ward place,  are  not  in  the  fellowship,  or  worship ;  but  only 
they  that  meet  together  in  the  inward  life  and  Spirit 
"They  that  worship  the  Father,  must  worship  him  in  Spirit 
and  truth."  Look,  there  is  the  worship,  there  are  the  wor- 
shippers; they  that  are  in  the  Spirit,  in  the  truth;  they  that 
meet  in  the  Spirit,  in  the  truth,  they  meet  together  in  the 
one  spiritual  place,  as  I  may  call  it.  And  so  we  own  no 
man  after  the  flesh,  no  man  according  to  the  appearance; 
but  in  the  righteous  judgment  of  the  Spirit,  those  only  who 
are  of  the  Spirit.  Indeed  we  are  tender  where  there  is  the 
least  beginning  of  the  work  of  God  in  any  heart;  ye.^ 
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where  there  is  bnt  so  much  as  a  conviction  of  the  nnder- 
Btanding ;  but  men  are  not  presently  of  us,  who  own  our 
principle  in  words  or  outward  appearance,  but  only  such  as 
are  inwardly  changed  thereby  in  the  heart.  It  is  true,  per- 
sons may  walk  among  us,  and  afterwards  go  out  from  us, 
who  were  never  of  us  (as  it  was  in  the  apostles'  days),  that 
were  never  in  the  fellowship  of  life  with  us,  whom  we  could 
never  own  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  as  being  bom  of  him ; 
though  we  were  willing  to  wait  and  watch  for  their  good, 
that  they  might  come  to  witness  the  true  birth.  Now  from 
such  come  the  offences,  even  from  the  falling  off  of  such  as 
never  were  truly  ingrafted,  and  also  from  the  slips  of  such 
who  are  not  watchful  to  that  which  preserves.  And  woe  is 
to  the  world,  because  of  the  offences  which  cannot  but  come. 
For  they  which  are  to  be  approved  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 
must  not  somewhat  or  other  happen  to  make  them  mani- 
fest? And  when  they  are  made  manifest,  the  world's  eye  is 
offended,  and  is  apt  to  think  hardly  of  and  reproach  the 
truth  itself,  because  of  them.  Blessed  is  the  eye  which  sees 
into  the  mystery,  into  the  life  itself,  where  there  is  no  of- 
fence.    Truth  is  one  and  the  same  for  ever. 

XI.    Concerning  judging  according  to  the  appearance,  and 

judging  righteous  judgment.    Judge  not  according  to 

the  appearance,  said  Christ,  but  judge  righteous 

judgment.  John  vii.  24. 

What  is  it  to  judge  according  to  the  appearance?  and 
what  is  it  to  judge  righteous  judgment  ?  I  shall  speak  what 
I  have  experienced,  having  been  deeply  exercised  about  this 
thing.     Mark  then : 

The  holy  Spirit  of  life  breatheth  upon  the  heart;  and,  by 
his  breathing  and  working  there,  he  quickens  and  begets 
life.  John  iii.  8.  And  that  which  is  begotten  and  bom  of 
him  is  begotten  and  born  in  his  nature,  and  so  is  of  the 
same  nature  with  him,  as  verse  6.  of  that  chapter. 
*  Now,  to  that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  the  Spirit  is  the 
leader,  the  preserver,  the  supporter,  the  comforter,  the  daily 
quickener.    He  can  do  nothing  without  the  Spirit,  without 


ISAAC  PKKIKGTON.  848 

the  present  life  and  power  of  him  that  begat  him;  so  that 
all  the  judgment  which  the  birth  of  life  hath  is  from  and  of 
and  in  the  holy  Spirit  of  the  Father. 

And  here  is  true  judgment,  both  concerning  righteous- 
ness, and  against  all  unrighteousness;  so  that  keep  to  the 
life,  keep  to  the  Spirit,  keep  to  the  birth,  keep  to  the  power, 
then  is  the  wisdom  and  righteous  judgment  of  God  revealed : 
but  any  that  go  out  of  this,  and  measure  without  tliis,  they 
measure  in  the  unrighteousness;  and  though  they  search 
the  Scriptures,  and  think  in  themselves  they  measure  from 
the  Scriptures,  yet  they  are  mistaken,  and  measure  but 
from  their  own  knowledge  and  apprehensions  upon  the 
Scriptures,  as  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  did,  when  they 
seemed  to  conclude,  upon  searching  the  Scriptures,  that 
Christ  could  not  be  the  Messiah.  John  vii.  52.  "Search 
and  look,  (said  they)  for  out  of  Galilee  ariseth  no  prophet." 
How  then  can  this  Galilean  be  he?  See  by  the  Scriptures 
if  this  can  be  the  Christ. 

It  is  said  of  Christ,  "He  shall  not  judge  after  the  sight  of 
his  eyes,  nor  reprove  after  the  hearing  of  his  ears,  but  with 
righteousness  shall  he  judge,"  &c.  Isa.  xi.  8,  4.  Christ 
judged  righteous  judgment.  How  came  he  to  judge  so? 
Why,  he  judged  in  and  with  the  Spirit.  He  kept  to  the 
Spirit's  judgment.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  rested  upon 
him,  and  made  him  quick  of  understanding  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,  ver.  2,  3.  And  no  man  can  judge  aright  concern- 
ing the  things  of  God,  but  in  and  by  the  same  Spirit.  How 
shall  I  know  whether  ray  duties  be  right,  my  prayers  right, 
my  ways  right,  my  worship  right,  my  faith  right,  my  hope 
of  the  right  kind,  my  knowledge  and  understanding  of  the 
Scriptures  right,  &c.?  Why,  there  is  none  but  one  can  de- 
termine. He  who  begetteth  life  knows  whether  that  which 
is  in  thee  be  from  his  life;  and  whether  that  which  thou 
offierest  to  him  be  truly  living  or  no:  and  when  the  Lord 
separates  the  living  from  the  dead,  what  will  remain  in 
many  that  make  great  professions  at  this  day? 

I  would  have  no  man  mistaken  about  these  things;  I 
know  many  are  deeply  mistaken,  as  their  own  hearts  will 
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one  day  acknowledge,  when  the  Lord  shall  make  manifest 
to  them,  how  they  have  called  evil  good,  and  good  evil; 
and  put  darkness  for  light,  and  light  for  darkness.  Indeed 
it  is  just  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  Christ's  appearing  out- 
wardly in  a  body  of  flesh.  The  same  life,  the  same  Spirit, 
is  denied  now  as  was  then.  Then  the  Jews  cried  up  Christ 
to  come;  but  they  then  spiritually  saw  him  not  They  saw 
the  flesh,  or  outward  form,  but  they  saw  not  him  who  dwelt 
in  that  flesh.  And  though  the  world  of  Christians  now  ac- 
knowledge Christ  is  come,  and  did  appear,  yet  neither  do 
they  know  him  who  did  appear,  but  deny  his  life,  his  Spirit, 
his  virtue,  his  power,  which  is  revealed  in  this  day  of  his 
love  and  goodness  to  the  eye  of  the  children  of  the  true 
wisdom.  Oh !  let  not  flesh  judge:  be  silent,  0  all  flesh,  be- 
fore the  Lord,  and  cease  judging,  for  he  is  arisen  to  judge. 
He  is  Judge  in  the  midst  of  his  people,  and  he  will  judge 
the  heathen  also. 

And  every  one  bring  this  near.  Wait  to  feel  flesh  judged 
in  thee,  and  brought  down  in  thee,  that  it  may  not  judge 
in  thee;  but  Spirit  and  life  may  be  exalted,  and  sit  upon 
the  throne  in  thy  heart.  And  when  life  is  exalted,  and  doth 
begin  to  judge,  oh,  take  heed  of  hearkening  to  the  flesh,  of 
letting  in  the  judgment  of  flesh  afterwards,  lest  the  Spirit 
be  grieved  and  quenched !  For  the  wisdom  of  the  flesh  is 
near,  and  will  be  striving  to  get  in  and  recover  its  seat 
again;  and  if  the  watch  be  not  singly  kept  to  God's  Holy 
Spirit,  somewhat  else  will  be  judging  in  thee,  which  will 
judge  according  to  the  appearance  of  things  to  thy  mind, 
and  so  thou  wilt  miss  of  the  true  and  righteous  judgment 
of  God's  Spirit 

Xn.    A  question  answered  about  knowing  God's  Spirit 

Quest  How  shall  I  know  God's  Spirit?  How  shall  I 
know  the  motions  thereof?  How  may  I  know  whether  the 
feith  and  hope  in  my  heart  be  from  him?  whether  my  pray- 
ers and  desires  arise  thence,  &c.  ? 

Ans.  No  man  of  himself,  or  by  any  way  he  of  himself 
can  take,  can  know  God's  Spirit    There  must  first  be  a 
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capacity  given  before  any  man  can  know  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord ;  his  life,  his  power,  must  first  be  felt,  and  somewhat 
qaickened,  somewhat  formed  by  him,  somewhat  begotten 
of  him,  which  is  Spirit,  and  this  can  know  him.  iN'ow,  man 
in  this  may  know  him,  but  out  of  this  can  never  know  him. 
Therefore  this  is  the  great  skill  and  diligence  and  wisdom 
of  a  .Christian,  to  keep  to  this,  to  wait  for  this,  to  have  his 
eye  toward  the  pure  spring  of  wisdom,  that  when  it  springs, 
he  may  discern  and  receive  it;  and  when  that  which  is  of  a 
contrary  nature  springs,  he  may  discern  it  under  all  its  de- 
ceitful appearances,  and  turn  from  it.  For  out  of  the  heart 
are  the  issues  both  of  life  and  death.  There  is  all  manner 
of  deceivableness  of  unrighteousness  in  the  unrighteous 
nature,  in  the  unrighteous  spirit;  and  if  the  watch  be  not 
diligently  kept,  it  is  easy  to  be  deceived  at  any  time;  but 
the  true  seed,  the  holy  seed,  the  living  seed,  the  elect  seed, 
the  immortal  seed,  is  never  deceived.  Oh !  blessed  are  they 
who  have  their  eyes  opened  and  kept  open  in  it,  to  discern 
the  mystery  of  godliness  and  the  mystery  of  iniquity,  that 
they  may  be  preserved  safe  in  the  one,  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  other! 

Xm.    Some  queries  concerning  the  seed  of  tlie  kingdom, 

in  which  the  kingdom  itself  is  contained  (as  the  nature 

and  substance  of  things  are  contained  in  the  seed 

thereof),  and  out  of  which  it  springeth  up 

and  ariseth  in  the  heart. 

Query  1.  What  is  that  seed  which  is  spoken  of,  1  John 
iii.  9.  which  remaineth  in  those  that  are  born  of  God,  and 
preserveth  out  of  sin  those  that  are  led  by  it  and  compre- 
hended in  it?    Is  it  not  the  seed  of  the  kingdom  ? 

Query  2.  Do  not  the  natural  herbs  and  flowers,  the  natu- 
ral plants  and  trees,  grow  from  a  natural  seed?  Do  not  the 
spiritual  plants,  the  spiritual  trees,  the  trees  of  righteous- 
ness, grow  from  the  seed  of  righteousness? 

Query  3.  Was  it  not  the  great  doctrine  of  Christ  to  preach 
the  kingdom?  And  how  did  he  preach  it?  Did  he  not 
preach  it  as  a  seed,  as  a  grain  of  mustard-seed?  and  did  he 
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not  liken  this  spiritnal  seed  to  leaTen,  to  a  precioos  pearl, 
to  treasure  Jiid  in  a  field,  to  a  piece  of  silver  lost,  ftc.  ?  Oh, 
how  happy  is  he  who  knows  and  enjoys  the  thing  itself 
which  Christ  preached !  All  the  prophets  prophesied  con- 
cemiDg  him ;  and  when  he  came,  this  was  his  doctrine,  that 
men  should  mind  this,  look  after  this,  purchase  this,  possess 
this,  feel  this  planted  and  grow  up  in  them,  and  themselves 
ingrafted  into  and  growing  up  in  it. 

Query  4.  Can  any  man  be  born  of  Gk)d,  and  not  bom  of 
this  seed?  Can  any  man  be  bom  of  this  seed,  and  not  bom 
of  God? 

Query  5.  How  doth  grace  and  truth  come  by  Jesus 
Christ?  Doth  it  not  grow  up  from  this  seed?  Can  it  grow 
up  any  other  way  in  any  heart? 

Query  6.  Is  not  salvation  felt  and  witnessed  in  every 
heart  (of  those  that  are  in  any  measure  redeemed)  as  this 
seed  grows  up  and  overshadows  them?  Was  not  this  the 
salvation  ready  to  be  revealed  in  the  last  time,  1  Pet.  i.  10. 
whereof  the  apostle  Peter  himself  was  made  a  partaker? 
chap.  V.  10.  In  the  law  were  the  shadows  of  good  things 
to  come ;  but  in  the  gospel  the  substance,  the  seed  itself,  is 
revealed. 

Query  7.  Is  it  not  the  right  beginning  in  religion  to  be- 
gin  in  the  Spirit?  and  can  any  begin  in  the  Spirit,  but  he 
that  begins  in  and  with  the  seed  of  the  kingdom? 

Query  8.  Is  it  not  the  main  and  chief  thing  in  reli^on  to 
know  this  seed,  and  to  feel  this  seed,  to  be  joined  to  this 
seed,  and  abide  in  this  seed? 

Query  9.  Is  not  all  that  flows  from  this  seed  true  and  cer- 
tain? Is  not  the  knowledge  certain  here?  the  faith  here? 
the  love  here  ?  the  peace  here?  the  joy  here?  the  righteous- 
ness here?  From  this  root,  can  there  grow  or  shoot  forth 
any  thing  but  that  which  is  true?  Oh!  every  breathing 
here  is  from  pure  life,  and  precious  in  the  eye  of  the  Father. 
Is  there  any  certainty  elsewhere?  Oh!  when  the  Lord  i^ 
pears,  will  he.not  disown  all  the  religion  and  worship  which 
is  not  of  this  growth  ? 
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Query  10.  Bat  some  may  say.  How  may  I  know  this 
seedy  aud  how  may  I  be  joined  to  it? 

Ans.  In  the  quickening  life  mayest  thou  know  it,  and  no 
where  else.  Didst  thou  ever  feel  that  which  quickened  thy 
heart  towards  the  Lord?  Therein  and  thereby,  at  that  time, 
thou  mayest  feel  an  eye  and  heart  opened,  which  can  truly 
see  aud  know  somewhat  of  God ;  and  Keeping  thy  eye  to 
the  quickening  power  of  God,  as  that  stirs,  moves,  and  oper- 
ates, in  thee  and  upon  thee,  thou  mayest  know  again  and 
know  more. 

Therefore  eye  the  power  which  quickens,  and  eye  the 
seed  which  it  reveals  aud  raiseth  in  thee,  and  wait  to  feel 
the  power  subjecting  thee  to  the  seed,  that  thou  mayest 
come  under  it,  and  it  may  come  over  thee,  aud  press  down 
in  thee  all  that  is  contrary  to  its  pure  nature. 

And  as  thou  comest  hither,  thou  wilt  find  that  which 
death  hath  no  power  over;  and,  as  thou  abidest  there,  thou 
shalt  find  it  to  have  no  power  over  thee.  For,  of  a  truth, 
in  the  holy  covenant  of  life  aud  peace,  death  never  had  nor 
can  have  power;  but  he  who  abideth  in  him  who  is  the  cov- 
enant, who  is  the  Shepherd,  who  is  the  love,  who  is  the  wis- 
dom and  power  of  God,  witnesseth  there  a  sure  defence  and 
strong  tower,  where  salvation  is  for  a  wall  and  bulwark 
against  the  enemy. 

There  are  many  sorts  of  talkers  concerning  the  'thing,  but 
there  are  few  travellei*s  into  it;  but  he  alone  who  is  a  true 
traveller  into  it,  and  takes  up  his  rest  there,  certainly  knows 
and  can  truly  witness  what  is  to  be.  found  there.  And  this 
is  the  reason  that  so  many  (who  seem  great  and  experienced 
knowers)  cannot  receive  our  testimony,  because  they  know 
neither  the  seed  nor  its  voice,  concerning  which  and  where- 
by we  testify.  But  wisdom  is  justified  of  her  children ;  and 
they  that  know  the  voice  of  the  Shepherd,  know  his  present 
appearance  in  this  our  day,  which  is  contrary  to  the  wisdom 
and  knowledge  of  all  other  seeds  'and  births  whatsoever. 
"He  that  hath  an  ear  to  hear,  let  him  hear;"  but  he  that 
hath  not  the  true  ear,  cannot  hear  the  true  testimony, 
though  it  should  ever  so  often  be  declared  unto  him.    But 
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blessed  is  be  tbat  knows  and  stumbles  not  at  tbe  appear- 
ances of  the  seed  and  power  of  life  in  bis  own  beart,  but  is 
tnrned  from  tbe  darkness  to  tbe  ligbt  tbere,  and  from  tbe 
power  of  Satan  to  tbe  manifestation  of  God*s  Spirit  tbere. 
For  the  end  of  words  (even  of  Christ's  own  directions  in 
the  days  of  his  flesh)  is  to  turn  men  to  tbe  holy  life  and 
power  from  whence  the  words  came;  and  thither  man  is  to 
travel,  and  therein  to  centre,  waiting  on  the  Lord,  in  tbe 
way  of  his  judgments  and  tender  mercies,  to  witness  a  trans- 
lation from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  kingdom  of  Sa- 
tan into  the  kingdom  of  the  dear  Son;  which  kingdom  is 
at  first  but  as  a  grain  of  mustard-seed,  and  must  be  so  known 
and  so  received. 

And  now  let  every  serious  heart  examine  concerning  him- 
self. Dost  thou  know  the  kingdom?  Is  tbe  seed  grown  in 
thee?  doth  it  overspread  thee?  Art  thou  in  it  as  in  a  king- 
dom? dost  thou  feel  it  overshadowing  thee?  art  thou  in 
unity  with  it?  doth  it  speak  peace  to  thee  from  the  Lord? 
Is  the  wall  of  partition  broken  down  in  thee?  Is  there  of 
twain  made  one  new  man?  Dost  thou  feel  that  which  is 
contrary  to  Christ  subdued  in  thee  by  his  power?  and  his 
holy  nature,  life,  and  Spirit,  reigning  over  it?  Canst  thou 
read  that  Scripture  sensibly  and  experimentally,  "if  ye 
through  the  Spirit  mortify  the  deeds"  of  the  body,  ye  shall 
live"? 

Ah,  how  miserably  do  men  talk  of  Christ,  the  power  of 
God,  and  miss  of  the  effect  and  work  of  his  power  in  them! 

Faith  is  a  powerful  thing,  it  pves  victory  (true  faith  gives 
victory),  it  scatters  that  which  stands  between,  and  gives 
real  access  to  God,  and  lets  in  his  pure,  fresh,  living  virtue, 
upon  the  heart. 

Love  is  a  powerful  thing,  it  constrains  to  obedience:  and 
the  heart  that  is  circumcised  to  love  the  Lord  God,  Oh! 
how  doth  life  flow  from  him  into  it! 

Oh !  away  with  empty  notions,  and  come  to  the  ministra- 
tion of  the  Spirit,  where  the  knowledge  is  living,  the  feith 
victorious,  the  love  pure  and  undefiled,  the  worship  truly 
spiritual,  even  flowing  from,  and  comprehended  in,  tbe  life 
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and  virtae  of  the  Spirit  Oh  that  all  that  truly  breathe  after 
the  Lord  might  be  gathered  hither,  found  here,  and  dwell 
here !   Amen. 


POSTSCRIPT    TO    THE   EXPERIENCES. 

Persons  that  have  had  some  true  touches  of  life,  and  true 
breathings  after  the  Lord,  yet  not  having  their  eye  fixed 
rightly  upon  him,  nor  discerning  from  whence  those  come, 
may  easily  lose  the  true  sense  of  life,  and  another  birth  of 
another  nature  spring  up  in  them  instead  thereof.  This  was 
it  we  generally  wanted  in  the  day  of  our  former  profession, 
even  the  discerning  of  that,  and  fixing  upon  that,  which  be- 
gat life  in  us;  through  want  whereof,  many  of  the  most 
tender-hearted  came  to  a  loss;  whom  the  Lord  at  length 
showed  mercy  to,  manifesting  to  them  tJie  light  of  their 
eyesi  and  the  stay  of  their  souls,  Xow,  to  all  that  have 
been  gathered  hither  by  the  Lord,  life  hath  been  renewed, 
and  their  former  experiences  (of  the  Lord  and  his  goodness 
to  them  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ)  restored  again  with  ad- 
vantage. And  here  they  sensibly  see,  and  daily  experience, 
that  nothing  is  of  their  own  works,  but  all  of  grace  and 
mercy  in  and  through  Christ,  in  whom  they  are  created  un- 
to good  works,  which  God  before  ordained  that  we  should 
walk  in  them.  And  here  the  glory  is  revealed ;  the  glory  of 
life,  the  glory  of  peace  with  the  Lord,  the  glory  of  right- 
eousness in  and  through  his  Son,  the  glory  of  victory  over 
the  soul's  enemies,  and  of  leading  captivity  captive,  and 
treading  upon  the  necks  of  kings,  even  of  niighty  lusts, 
which  mightily jirevailed  over  and  oppressed  the  soul,  be- 
fore the  Captain  of  our  salvation  appeared  in  the  power 
and  authority  of  his  own  Spirit.  But  blessed  be  the  Lord, 
there  is  not  only  this  glory  revealed,  but  there  is  a  defence 
over  the  glory;  for  there  is  that  revealed  which  is  able  to 
defend  it,  and  doth  defend  it,  in  the  hearts  of  many,  and  in 
the  living  asserabliee  which  have  been  gathered  by  Qod*s 
holy  power;  which  holy  power  (which  gathered)   dall^ 

Vol.  in.— ^Q 
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quickens  and  overehadows,  and  is  a  rock  nnto,  and  will  be 
so  for  ever,  even  to  all  that  abide  with  him  in  his  holv  cove- 
nant;  bnt  out  of  the  limits  of  that  into  which  Ood  gathera^ 
and  wherein  and  whereby  he  preserves,  there  is  no  defence 
to  any.  The  cursed  thing,  the  andean  thing,  the. earthly 
spirit,  the  earthly  mind  and  wisdom,  the  Lord  hath  ex- 
cluded, and  it  is  to  be  exdnded  out  of  his  camp  for  ever- 
more, that  the  inward  Israel  may  be  kept  holy  to  the  Lord, 
and  may  serve  and  worship  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  the 
inward  holiness^  as  the  outward  Israel  was  outwardly,  to  be, 
and  to  do,  in  that  outward  ministration  of  the  shi^ows  of 
the  gospel  state. 

Some  scriptures  very  sweet,  and  necessaiy  to  be  experienced 
in  the  gospel  state. 

^^This  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might  know  thee  the  only 
true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent."  John 
xvii.  8.  There  is  a  knowledge  of  God  and  Christ  which  is 
life  eternal ;  and  there  is  a  knowledge  of  them  (or  at  least 
that  which  men  eallso)  which  is  not  life  eternal.  The 
knowledge  which  is  life  eternal  is  that  knowledge  which 
God  gives  to  his  own  birth ;  even  the  spiritual  knowledge 
which  God  gives  to  thoee  which  are  bom  of  the  Spirit; 
which  is  the  knowledge  of  the  mystery  cfQodj  and  of  Christ 
in  the  mystery,  inwardly  appearing,  and  working  in  the 
heart  against  the  mystery  of  sin  and  deatli.  Oh !  precious 
18  the  birth  to  which  God  gives  this  knowledge,  and  pre- 
cious is  the  knowledge  which  he  giveth  to  it.  The  knowl- 
edge (or  that  which  men  call  knowledge)  which  is  not  life 
eternal  is  that  knowledge  which  man  can  gel  and  compre- 
hend from  without,  of  himself,  without  the  enlightenings 
and  quickeniugs  of  God's  holy  Spirit  and  power  inwardly 
felt,  and  operating  in  the  heart. 

**No  man  can  say  that  Jesus  is  the  Lord,  but  by  the  Holy 
Ghost."  1  Cor.  xii.  8.  It  is  precious  to  witness  that  con- 
fessing and  acknowledging  Jesus  to  be  the  Lord  which  is 
by  the  Holy  Ghost.    For  only  they  that  are  governed  by 
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the  Holy  Ghost  can  ao  coufesa  him.  The  devil  did  confess 
Jesus  to  be  the  Holy  One,  the  Son  of  the  living  God,  &c., 
and  many  now  confess  Jesus  to  be  the  Lord,  in  the  same 
spirit,  being  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  jind  having  no 
true  sense  or  understanding  of  that.  But  thei^  is  a  confes- 
sion which  cannot  arise  but  from  God's  Spirit,  and  from 
the  knowledge,  sense,  and  understanding  which  he  gives; 
blessed  are  they  that  experience  that. 

^^It  is  written  in  the  prophets,  and  they  shall  be  all  taught 
of  God.  Every  man  therefore  that  hath  heard,  and  hath 
learned  of  the  Father,  cometh  unto  me."  John  vi.  45.  Ah! 
blessed  is  he  that  can  in  true  understanding  say.  The  Lord 
hath  made  good  this  promise  to  me!  he  is  become  my 
teacher.  I  have  heard  his  voice,  as  truly  and  certainly,  in- 
wardly in  my  heart,  as  ever  I  heard  the  voice  of  Satan  there. 
He  hath  revealed  his  Son,  his  pure,  holy,  living  child  Jesus 
in  me.  He  hath  drawn  me  to  his  Son ;  he  hath  taught  me 
to  come  to  his  Son:  and  indeed  so  soon  as  ever  I  heard  an'd 
learned  of  the  Father,  I  could  not  but  come  to  the  Son,  and 
receive  the  Son,  and  give  up  myself  to  him ;  and  he  hath 
received  me,  and  daily  preserveth  mo  from  death,  and  the 
sting  and  power  thereof,  and  giveth  unto  me  eternal  life. 

^'He  that  hath  the  Son,  hath  life;  and  he  that  hath  not 
the  Son,  hath  not  life.'*  1  John  v.  12.  Ah,  this  is  abundantly 
experienced !  blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord !  Many  who 
had  not  life,  while  they  had  not  the  Son,  but  mourned  and 
lamented  deeply  after  him  (the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  being 
grieved  in  them,  and  his  life  not  possessed  by  them),  the 
Father  revealing  his  Son  in  them,  and  giving  him  to  them, 
and  they  enjoying  and  possessing  him,  feel  that  they  are 
daily  in  the  enjoyment  and  possession  of  pure  and  fresh  life 
in  him. 

*^My  flesh  is  meat  indeed,  and  my  blood  is  drink  indeed. 
He  that  eateth  my  flesh,  and  drinketh  my  blood,  dwelleth 
in  me,  and  I  in  him."  John  vi.  55,  56.  We  are  of  his  flesh, 
and  of  his  bone,  said  they  that  did  eat  his  flesh,  and 
drink  his  blood.  They  that  eat  Christ,  the  one  bread,  are 
by  that  food  made  partakers  of  his  divine  uatvxT^^  w\^\i^ 
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come  one  bread  (for  we  being  many,  are  one  bread,  as  sMd 
the  apostle);  so  that  now  they  are  no  longer  darkness,  but 
light  in  the  Lord.  Oh,  the  pure  flesh  and  blood  of  the  im- 
maculate Lamb!  Oh,  the  incorruptible  food  which  gives 
life  to  the  soul!  Oh,  the  living  word!  Oh,  the  milk  of  this 
word,  the  milk  of  the  heavenly  breast,  which  nourisheth 
the  babes !  but  the  bread,  the  flesh,  the  blood,  is  stronger 
nourishment.  Oh,  how  brightly  might  this  be  opened,  in 
the  demonstration  of  life,  to  the  spiritual  ear  and  under- 
standing !  but  the  carnal-minded  are  thick  and  gross,  being 
drowned  in  their  own  apprehensions  and  sense  of  the  letter, 
but  having  no  sense  of  the  mystery,  what  it  Is  mystically  to 
eat  and  drink  the  flesh  and  blood  of  Christ  (of  him  who  is 
life,  and  gives  life),  and  to  dwell  together  with  him  in  the 
one  Spirit,  light,  life,  and  power  eternal. 

'^For  with  thee  is  the  fountain  of  life;  in  thy  light  shall 
we  see  light"  Psal.  xxxvi.  9.  Oh,  blessed  are  they  that 
can  experimentally  speak  thus,  who  know  the  fountain  of 
life,  and  dwell  there,  where  light  shines  more  and  more! 

"Ho,  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters; 
and  he  that  hath  no  money,  come  ye,  buy  and  eat:  yea 
come,  buy  wine  and  milk  without  money,  and  without 
price.  Wherefore  do  ye  spend  money  for  that  which  is 
not  bread?  and  your  labor  for  that  which  satisfieth  not? 
hearken  diligently  unto  me,  and  eat  ye  that  which  is  good, 
and  let  your  soul  delight  itself  in  fatness.  Incline  your  ear, 
and  come  unto  me ;  hear,  and  your  soul  shall  live;  and  I 
will  make  an  everlasting  covenant  with  you,  even  the  sure 
mercies  of  David.*'  Isaiah  Iv.  1,  2,  8.  Here  is  happiness, 
true  happiness,  full  happiness!  He  that  experiences  this  one 
portion  of  Scripture  is  happy.  He  knows  the  true  thirst 
after  the  true  waters,  and  comes  to  the  waters  which  he 
thirsts  after,  and  knows  how  to  buy,  and  hath  bought  the 
wine  and  milk  which  is  to  be  had  at  the  waters  (Oh,  who 
knows  what  this  buying  is!  this  is  beyond  all  talk  and  out- 
ward profession  concerning  the  thing,  concerning  the  pre- 
cious pearl ;  this  is  the  real,  hearty  trafficking  of  the  wise 
merchant  for  it).    And  then  to  hearken  diligently,  and  eat 
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that  which  18  good,  and  to  have  the  soul  delight  itself  iu 
the  fiitness  of  God's  house,  in  the  riches  and  fatness  of  his 
goodness  and  mercy  in  Christ  Jesus ;  and  not  only  to  taste 
of  mercy,  but  to  witness  it  sure  in  the  everlasting  covenant, 
that  God  will  never  be  wroth  with  me  more,  never  be  a  stran- 
ger to  me  more,  never  depart  from  me  more,  nor  suffer  me 
to  depart  from  him;  but  preserve  me  pure  and  chaste  to 
him,  through  his  love  shed.abroad  in  my  heart,  and  his  holy 
fear,  which  constrains  me  to  abide  with  .him,  and  to  keep 
his  commandments. 

**Bat  whosoever  driuketh  of  the  water  that  I  shall  give 
him,  shall  never  thirst:  but  the  water  that  I  shall  give  him, 
shall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water  springing  up  into  everlast- 
ing lift."  John  Iv.  14.  Is  not  this  a  universal  promise,  to 
be  made  good  to  every  one  that  drinks  of  the  water  of  lite, 
of  the  water  that  Christ  gives?  Did  not  Christ  promise  it 
should  be  a  well?  a  springing  well?  The  fountain  is  of  a 
springing  nature:  and  is  not  every  drap  of  the  same  nat- 
ure? of  a  living  nature?  of  a  springing  nature?  He  that 
rightly  drinks,  doth  he  not  receive  a  well?  Oh,  the  water 
which  Christ  giveth!  doth  it  not  become  a  well  in  the  true 
disciple,  in  the  living  disciple,  out  of  which  well  the  water 
is  still  springing  and  flowing,  to  nourish  up  with  life  and 
unto  life,  even  with  life  c^  an  everlasting  nature,  and  unto 
life  everlasting  ?  Oh,  the  pure  glory  that  is  revealed  in  the 
gospel  dispensation !  why  is  it  so  hid  from  men's  eyes,  who 
profess  themselves  to  know  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  to 
be  his  disciples? 

'^For  the  life  was  manifested,  and  we  have  seen  it;  and 
bear  witness,  and  show  unto  you  that  eternal  life  which  was 
with  the  Father,  and  was  manifested  unto  us.  That  which 
we  have  seen  and  heard,  declare  we  unto  you,  that  ye  also 
may  have  fellowship  with  us;  and  truly  our  fellowship  is 
with  the  Father,  and  with  his  8on  Jesus  Christ"  1  John  i. 
2,  8.  Thb  is  precious  to  experience  the  life  inwardly  man- 
ifested, and  to  come  out  of  death  inwardly  felt,  into  life  in- 
wardly manifested,  and  so  to  come  into  the  holy  fellowship 
with  the  Father  and  Son,  and  with  the  saints  in  U^hl\  i<^T 
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he  that  comcd  out  of  the  darkness  into  the  light,  comes  out 
of  the  fellowship  of  the  dead  into  the  fellowship  of  the  liv- 
ing. 

'^Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  lahorand  are  heavy  laden, 
and  I  will  give  j'ou  rest.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and 
learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heait:  and  ye  shall 
find  rest  unto  your  souls.  For  my  yoke  is  easy,  and  ray 
burthen  is  light."  Matt.  xi.  28,^,  80.  This  invitation  of 
Christ  was  to  be  fulHlled  in  the  hearts  of  his  disciples;  and 
it  is  precious  inwardly  to  witness  it  effectually  in  the  heart, 
as  really  as  ever  it  was  spoken  by  him.  To  be  able  to  say, 
in  the  evidence  and  demonstration  of  his  Spirit:  It  is  true, 
I  did  labor,  I  yrixs  heavy  laden,  none  could  ease  or  help  me, 
till  he  called,  till  he  knocked  at  the  door  of  my  hetfrt,  and 
till  I  came  to  him,  and  received  him  in ;  and  he  hath  made 
good  his  word  to  my  soul ;  he  hath  given  me  rest  from  my 
labors  and  heavy  loads*  He  hath  laid  his  yoke  upon  me, 
and  I  have  took  it  and  borne  it,  and  have  learned  of  him  to 
be  meek  and  lowly  in  heart  like  him,  and  I  have  found  rest 
to  my  soul.  And  now  I  shall  never  complain  more  of  his 
yoke  or  burthen,  he  liath  made  it,  and  doth  daily  make  it, 
so  easy  and  light  to  me. 

^^  And  we  know  that  the  Son  of  God  is  come,  and  hath 
given  us  an  understanding,  that  we  may  know  him  that  is 
true ;  and  we  are  in  him  that  is  true,  even  in  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ.  This  is  the  true  God  and  eternal  life."  1  John  v. 
20.  There  is  ati  inward,  spiritual  coming  of  the  Son  of 
God  into  the  heart,  by  which  coming  (to  them  that  receive 
him)  hc,giveth  a  new  and  spiritual  understanding,  whereby 
they  know  him  that  is  true  (and  without  it  they  cannot), 
and  are  ingrafted  into  him  and  found  in  him ;  partaking  of 
his  life  and  righteonsness,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father; 
and  so  in  true  understanding  are  able  to  say,  '^Lo  this  is 
the  God,  this  is  the  Saviour  we  waited  for.  This  is  the  true 
or  very  God,  and  eternal  life."  What  are  all  notions  about 
God,  and  about  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  to  this  inward  sense 
and  experience  of  them  ? 

^'God,  who  commanded  the  light  to  shine  out  of  dark- 
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ness,  bath  shiiied  in  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  Qod  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ" 
2  Cor.  iv.  6.  Oh,  how  precious  is  it  to  be  able  to  witness  this 
in  measure !  to  experience  God  shining  upon  my  tabernacle 
(as  Job  speaks,  Job  xxix.  2,  8.),  and  by  his  light  my  walking 
through  darkness !  It  is  true,  Christ  was  the  light,  he  had 
the  fuhiess  of  light,  and  the  apostles  a  very  great  propor- 
tion: but,  blessed  be  the  Lord^  I  have  received  some,  and  am 
changed  by  it,  and  become  light  in  the  Lord ;  and  walk  with 
God,  and  dwell  with  God  in  the  light,  even  as  he  is  light, 
and  dwells  and  walks  in  the  light.  Is  not  this  a  blessed  tes- 
timony? and  is  not  he  blessed  who  can  set  his  seal  to  it? 

"Which  veil  is  done  away  in  Christ.*'  2  Cor.  iii.  14.  It 
was  promised  of  old,  that  in  the  mountain  where  God  would 
make  the  feast  of  fat  things,  he  would  destroy,  swallow  up, 
or  do  away  the  veil,  or  that  which  veils  the  life  and  glory 
of  the  Lord  from  man,  and  hinders  it  from  being  revealed 
in  him.  Isaiah  xxv.  6,  7.  Now  in  Christ  there  is  no  veil ; 
in  his  light,  life,  Spirit,  and  power,  there  is  no  veil:  where 
they  are  inwardly  manifested  and  received,  the  veil  is  done 
away,  and  the  glory  of  the  mystery  revealed  and  beheld. 

"If  ye  continue  in  my  word,.then  are  ye  my  disciples  in- 
deed ;  and  ye  shall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make 
you  free."  John  viii.  81,  82.  What  is  this  word  which  the 
disciples  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  are  to  continue  in?  Is  it 
any  less  than  Spirit  and  life?  And  what  is  it  to  be  a  disciple 
indeed,  but  to  learn  the  la\f  of  life  at  his  mouth,  and  to  con- 
tinue therein  ?  And  what  is  the  truth  which  makes  free  ? 
Is  it  not  the  living  Truth  (the  Word  which  lives  and  abides 
for  ever),  the  powerful  Truth,  the  operative  Truth?  This 
cuts  between  a  man  and  his  lovers ;  this  divides  between 
soul  and  spirit,  joints  and  marrow,  and  makes  the  soul  free 
from  that  evil  spirit  which  hath  embondaged  it.  It  sancti- 
fieth,  it  cleanseth,  it  reneweth,  it  qnickeneth,  it  giveth 
strength,  it  niaketh  free  from  the  sours  enemies,  from  the 
bondage  of  sin  and  corruption,  and  brings  into  the  glorious 
liberty  of  the  sons  of  God :  and  they  that  are  made  free  from 
sin  by  that  which  is  contraty  to  sin,  and  which  «j^\i^^%^  ^ 
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overeome^lMid  destroys  tin,  tliey  doabdeta  an  fre«  indeed. 
Oh,  precious  is  it  to  experienee  this,  even  the  tnitfa  that  is 
free  from  sin,  and  makes  free  from  sin  all  that  truly  know 
it,  and  are  joined  to  it,  and  live  and  abide  in  it! 

''For  sin  shall  not  have  dominion  over  yon;  for  ye  are 
not  under  the  law,  bnt  under  graee."  Bom.  vL  14.  What 
is  the  law?  what  is  the  ministration  of  the  law  ?  Is  it  not 
the  ministration  of  the  letter?  of  that  which  is  holy  and 
righteoos,  by  an  ontward  or  literal  command  ?  What  is 
grace?  Is  it  not  the  inward  teacher,  which  inwardly  in- 
stmeteth  to  deny  ungodliness  and  worldly  lusts,  and  to  live 
soberly,  righteously,  and  godly  ?  kc  Is  it  not  the  ministrs- 
tion  of  the  Spirit  and  power?  Is  it  not  the  ministration  of 
the  new  covenant,  where  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in 
Christ  Jesus  is  written  in  the  heart,  and  the  commandment 
of  life  made  easy  by  the  power  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  who  man- 
ifests himself  within  to  make  willing  unto,  and  to  strengthen 
to  obedience? 

Now  they  that  are  under  this  grace,  under  this  Spirit,  un- 
der this  power,  doth  it  not  break  the  power  and  domiuion 
of  sin  in  them,  and  set  them  free  therefrom?  Can  Bin 
break  in  upon  those  who  dwell  under  the  shadow  of  the 
Almighty?  Indeed  a  man  may  be  under  a  literal  dispensa- 
tion of  holy  commands  against  siu,  and  yet  be  under  the 
power  of  sin :  but  he  that  is  gathered  under  the  wing  of 
Christ,  under  the  grace  and  Spirit  of  the  'gospel,  turned 
from  Satan*s  power  to  Ood's  power,  and  within  the  wall 
and  bulwark  thereof^  he  witnesseth  this  true,  wi  hath  ml 
dominion^  sin  cannot  hate  dominiaOj  sin  shall  not  hate  dommum 
over  you.  No  device  of  the  enemy  shall  be  able  to  hurt  or 
destroy  on  Ood*s  holy  mountain :  for  his  light  shines  there 
to  dispel  the  darkness,  and  his  power  is  revealed  there,  to 
scatter  and  dash  in  pieces  the  strength  of  the  enemy  when* 
ever  it  appears. 

''Upon  all  the  glory  shall  be  a  defence.*'  Isaiah  iv.  & 
Oh!  the  Lord  God,  by  the  Sfint  and  power  of  the  gospel, 
in  the  day  thereof^  is  bringing  many  sons  to  glory,  into 
great,  inward,  spiritual  glory  ry^  iuto  exceeding  gloiy 
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(for  the  ministration  of  the  Spirit  exceeds  in  glory).  And 
as  God  hath  ordained  this  glorious  ministration  for  his  sons 
and  daughters  nnder  the  new  covenant,  so  by  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  the  new  covenant,  when  it  breaks  forth,  he  is  daily 
working,  translating,  and  changing  them,  out  of  the  earthly 
nature  and  image,  into  his  own  divine  nature,  into  his  own 
heavenly  glory.  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  And,  blessed  be  the  Lord, 
the  defence  of  his  power  is  spread  over  the  glory  of  his  holy 
mountain,  so  that  nothing  can  make  a  prey  of,  or  devour 
the  birth  of  life,  or  deprive  of  the  inheritance  of  life  there. 
The  Lord  doth  not  only  give  a  blessed  lot,  and  lines  in 
pleasant  places,  but  he  maintains  the  lot  of  his  children  ;  so 
that  they  can  dwell  in  their  Father's  house,  and  feed  on  the 
heavenly  food  and  rich  dainties  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  maj- 
esty of  the  name  of  the  Lord  their  God ;  which  is  such  a 
dread  unto  the  enemies,  and  such  a  defence  about  them,  as 
none  can  make  afraid;  but  they  are  kept  in  perfect  peace, 
in  perfect  rest,  in  pure  love,  out  of  which  life  springs  and 
flows  continually. 

^^And  in  that  day  thou  shalt  say,  O  Lord,  I  will  praise 
thee;  though  thou  wast  angry  with  me,  thine  anger  is 
turned  away,  and  thou  comfortest  me.  Behold,  God  is  my 
salvation ;  I  will  trust  and  not  be  afraid ;  for  the  Lord  Je- 
hovah is  my  strength  and  song,  he  also  is  become  my  salva- 
tion. Therefore  with  joy  shall  ye  draw  water  out  of  the 
wells  of  salvation."  Isa.  xii.  1,  2,  3.  Oh !  precious  to  wit- 
ness the  inward,  spiritual  day  of  redemption  and  deliver* 
anee,  teherein  praises  from  a  living  sense  naturally  spring 
up  to  the  Lord !  to  witness  the  reproofe  at  an  end,  the  an* 
ger,  indignation,  trouble,  and  sorrow  at  an  end,  and  the 
Comforter  come,  ministering  peace,  joy,  and  comfort  to  the 
soul !  Ah !  when  the  Lord  is  felt,  the  salvation  (his  pres- 
ence, his  power,  his  life,  his  virtue  the  salvation) ;  when 
&ith  springs  towards  him,  and  the  fear  of  the  enemy  (or 
concerning  the  enemy)  is  banished;  when  he  is  experienced 
to  be  the  soul's  daily  strength  against  him ;  yea  and  doth 
so  deliver,  that  instead  of  the  former  fear,  because  of  the 
fury  and  oppression  of  tfie  enemy,  the  soul  can  now  alw%^ 
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because  o(  that  Btreiigth  and  heavenly  authority,  which  the 
Lord  putteth  forth  and  exerciseth  in  the  heart  agaiuat  him; 
wlien  the  well  of  life,  the  well  of  salvation,  the  Saviour  a 
well,  18  kept  open,  and  the  Philistines,  the  uncireumcised 
spirit,  power,  and  nature,  cast  out,  that  they  can  stop  it  no 
more;  but  the  soul  can  draw  the  water  of  life  out  of  the 
well  and  fountain  of  life  with  joy, — ah !  then  the  gt^spel  dis- 
pensation is  indeed  known,  and  the  blessed  estate  thereof 
witnessed  and  experienced ! 

"I  counsel  tlice  to  buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that 
thou  mayst  be  rich  ;  and  white  raiment,  that  thou  mayst  be 
clothed,  and  that  the  shame  of  thy  nakedness  do  not  ap- 
pear ;  and  anoint  thine  eyes  with  eye-salve,  that  thou  mayst 
see."  Rev.  iii.  18.  What  is  the  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  which 
man  is  to  buy  of  Christ,  that  he  may  be  made  rich  there- 
with? What  is  the  white  raiment  which  the  souU  is  to  be 
clothed  with,  without  which  it  is  naked  in  God^s  sight,  and 
in  the  sight  of  the  truly  discerning  (and  there  is  a  time 
when  the  shame  of  its  nakedness  will  appear  more  gener- 
ally, as  it  doth  already  to  the  eye  of  the  spiritual  man  who 
judgeth  all  things)  ?  What  is  the  eye-salve  wherewith  tlie 
eye  is  to  be  anointed,  or  it  cannot  see  ?  Is  it  not  precious 
to  purchase  this  gold  and  raiment  of  Christy  and  to  have 
this  eye-salve  to  anoint  the  eye  with,  and  to  keep  it  operf 
that  it  may  daily  see  its  way,  and  walk  in  the  light  of  the 
Lord  ?  Certainly  this  is  all  inward  and  spiritual,  as  a  rem- 
nant witness  it  this  day ;  glory  to  the  Lord  God. 

"But  the  anointing  which  ye  have  received  of  him?  abid- 
eth  in  you;  and  ye  need  not  that  any  man  teach  yon :  but 
as  the  same  anointing  feacheth  you  of  all  things,  and  is 
truth,  and  is  no  lie;  and  even  as  it  hath  taught  you,  ye  shall 
abide  in  him.'*  1  John  ii.  27.  The  outward  anointing  was 
a  shadow  of  the  inward,  and  had  a  glory  in  it  under  the  dis- 
pensation of  the  law;  and  the  inward  anointing  in  the  gos- 
pel dispensation  is  spiritual  and  divine,  and  exceeding  glo- 
rious. Christ,  the  anointed  one,  anoints  all  his.  No  being 
a  son,  without  being  begotten  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of 
the  Father;  and  no  abiding  a  son,  bat  by  the  virtue  and 
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power  of  the  Mime  Spirit^  remaining  iii  and  with  the  eoni ; 
so  that  every  son  reoeivee  of  the  anointing  of  the  Father: 
'Chriiit  received  the  Spirit,  the  fulucra,  that  he  might  give 
to  them  a  proportion.  Now  to  experience  this  anointing, 
and  to  experience  it  abiding  and  teaching  all  things;  and  to 
know  this  voice,  the  voice  of  the  Shepherd,  the  voice  of  the 
anointing,  which  the  sheep  still  finds  to  be  tme,  and  no  lie; 
and  to  abide  in  the  vine,  in  the  life,  in  the  Spirit,  in  the 
power,  as  this  Spirit  or  anointing  teacheth:  oh,  here  is  the 
sweet,  the  clear  state,  the  blessed  state !  Here  the  promises 
and  blessings  are  Yea  and  Amen  in  Christ:  and  the  soul 
can  say,  he  is  faithful  and  jnst  who  hath  promised,  who 
hath  opened  the  treasures  of  life  to  his  family,  to  his  house, 
to  his  children,  to  his  servants,  and  blesseth  them  with  all 
spiritual  blessings,  in  heavenly  things,  in  Christ. 

*' Surely  his  salvation  is  nigh  them  that  fear  him,  that 
glory  may  dwell  in  onr  land:  mercy  and  truth  are  met; 
righteousness  and  peace  have  kissed.  Truth  shall  spring 
out  of  the  earth ;  and  righteousness  shall  look  down  from 
heaven.  Yea,  the  Lord  shall  give  that  which  is  good;  and 
our  land  shall  yield  her  increase.  Righteousness  shall  go 
before  him,  and  shall  set  us  in  the  way  of  his  steps."  Psa. 
Ixxxv.  9.  to  the  end.  Is  it  not  precious  to  witness  that  fear 
^f  God  in  the  heart,  to  which  salvation  is  nigh,  and  the  land 
wherein  glory  dwells?  Where  mercy  and  truth  meet,  right- 
eousness and  peace  kiss?  Where  truth  springs  out  of  the 
earth,  and  righteousness  looks  down  from  heaven  ?  Where 
God  gives  that  which  is  good,  and  the  laud  of  the  living 
yields  the  increase  of  life  to  him  ?  Where  righteousness  goes 
before  him,  and  he  sets  his  in  the  way  of  his  steps?  Where 
the  Lamb  goes  before,  and  the  way  is  not  known,  but  as  the 
Lamb  goes  before,  and  leads  into  it?  Where  God  is  the 
Shepherd,  and  the  soul  doth  not  want,  because  he  maketh 
it  to  lie  down  in  pastures  of  tender  grass,  and  leadeth  by 
the  waters  of  quietness  (where  it  drinks  of  the  brook  in  the 
way),  and  in  the  paths  of  righteousness  for  his  name's  sake ! 
See  Psa.  xxiii.  Is  there  not  a  kingdom  of  darkness,  a  land 
of  iniquity  inwardly?  and  do  not  they  that  dwell  there,  and 
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th  there,  dwell  in  darkneat^  and  ah  in  tike  ngion  and  abadow 
ofdeadi?  And  ii  there  Boft  A  timTd  cot  of  thia  land  into  the 
holy  land  (the  land  of  light,  the  land  of  tiie  lining:),  and  a 
tranalation  out  of  tlua  kingdom  into  the  kingdom  of  the 
dear  &on?  And  is  not  God  the  Shepherd  there?  Christ 
the  Bifthop  of  the  sonl  there?  and  doth  not  he  ov^aee  and 
take  eare  of  soals  there,  leading  them  into  fresh  pastures, 
and  by  the  soft  flowing  waters?  Is  not  salvation  nigh  there, 
3'ea,  roond  al>oat  that  land?  Do  not  mercy  and  truth  meet 
there?  righteousness  and  peaee  kiss  there?  yea,  doth  not 
the  glory  of  the  Most  High  dwell  in  and  overshadow  that 
land?  Is  not  the  eye  of  the  Lord  upon  it  for  good,  from 
one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other?  doth  not  he  watch  over  it 
night  and  day  that  none  hurt  it,  and  water  it  in  the  proper 
Heasons?  Oh,  who  can  utter  the  goodness  and  glory  of  the 
Lonl  which  is  revealed  and  shines  here! 

Rev.  iii.  20.  ^^ Behold,  I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock;  if 
any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I  will  oome  in 
to  him,  and  will  sup  with  him,  and  he  with  me.  *'  Here 
are  several  things,  which,  in  their  order  and  seasons,  the 
living  come  to  a  certain  and  sensible  experience  of. 

Ah,  First,  Christ  standing  at  the  door  and  knocking. 
What  is  the  door  at  which  he  stands?  and  how  doth  he 
knock?  IIow  doth  the  contrary  spirit  knock?  how  doth  lu» 
Spirit  knock? 

Kocondly,  What  is  his  voice?  and  how  is  his  voice  heard? 
To  hear  Wisdom's  cry  within,  in  the  inward  streets;  his  call 
at  the  door,  at  which  he  would  enter;  must  not  tlie  true  ear 
in  Homo  measure  be  opened  first?  Can  any  one  hear  with- 
out an  car? 

Thirdly,  What  it  is  to  open  the  door?  There  is  a  door- 
keeper's state  to  be  witnessed,  and  the  right  door-keeper 
knows  how  to  open  and  how  to  shut  the  door,  and  is  exer- 
cised iu'  opening  and  shutting  the  door.  The  king  of  glory 
is  to  bo  opened  to,  and  let  in ;  but  no  wolf,  no  stranger,  no 
strange  spirit,  is  to  be  hearkened  or  opened  to. 

Fourthly,  What  Christ's  coming  in  is  at  the  door  opened 
to  him?  When  he  knocks,  would  he  not  come  in?  Would 
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he  stand  always  at  the  door  knocking?  Nay,  nay;  when  the 
door  is  opened  at  which  he  knocks,  he  who  is  the  resurrection 
and  the  life  enters ;  the  king  of  righteousness,  the  king  of 
peace,  enters;  he  who  is  the  wisdom  and  power  of  God  en- 
ters :  and  what  becomes  of  the  power  and  goods  of  the  ene- 
my then?  Doth  he  not  kill  and  destroy  them?  Doth  he  not 
consume  and  devour  them?  Doth  he  not  empty  the  house 
of  them,  and  garnish  the  house  with  that  which  is  truly 
pure,  glorious,  and  beautiful? 

Lastly,  What  is  it  to  have  him  sup  with  the  soul?  And 
what  is  it  for  the  soul  to  sup  with  him?  Is  not  here  eating 
and  drinking  in  his  Father's  kingdom?  Doth  he  not  first 
destroy  the  devil's  ihngdom,  and  then  set  up  his  own  king- 
dom ?  And  doth  he  not  fast  with  the  soul,  and  feast  with 
the  soul,  in  the  kingdom  which  he  sets  up  there  ?  Oh  that 
all  men  knew  how  near  he  who  is  eternal  life  is  to  them ! 
Doth  not  God  search  the  heart?  Is  not  he  near  the  heart? 
Doth  not  his  light  shine  there,  in  the  midst  of  man's  dark- 
ness and  corruption?  Doth  not  his  power  reach  thither,  and 
assault  and  trouble  the  enemy?  Doth  not  his  pure  love 
wherewith  he  loveth  man  pierce  thither?  Doth  he  not  knock? 
Doth  he  not  call?  Doth  he  not  touch?  Doth  he  not  draw? 
Doth  he  not  give  at  times,  some  living  tender  sense  to  many 
hearts,  who  too  much  neglect  and  despise  him,  and  regard 
not  the  day  of  his  tender  visiting  them,  and  calling  after 
them?  Oh!  how  is  the  love  of  God,  the  Spirit  of  God,  the 
life  of  God,  the  wisdom  of  God,  the  power  of  God,  the  draw- 
ings and  instructions  of  his  grace  day  by  day  resisted  by 
the  wisdom  and  will  of  the  flesh,  in  those  that  are  born 
thereof,  and  hearken  thereto,  and  so  live  after  the  flesh, 
and  not  after  that  which  reproves  the  flesh ! 

Many  more  scriptures  might  be  mentioned,  and  also  sen- 
sibly and  livingly  witnessed  to;  but  these  are  enough  to 
give  a  taste.  The  Lord  open  men's  understandings  into  the 
thing  itself,  and  give  them  the  key  which  opens  into  the 
truth,  even  into  the  mystery  thereof,  wherein  is  the  hidden 
life  and  virtue.   Amen. 

Vol.  m.— 31 
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A  FEW  Words  concerning  the  trite  Christ;  how  it  mat  be 

CERTAINLY  AND  INFALLIBLY  KNOWN  WHICH  IS  HE. 

This  question  relates  not  to  his  outward  appearance,  in 
the  days  of  his  flesh;  but  to  his  inward  arid  spiritual  ap- 
jjearance,  how  it  may  be  known.  To  which  the  answer  on 
my  heart  is:  Even  after  the  same  way,  and  by  the  same 
means  is.  he  to  be  known  in  his  inward  appearance,  as  lie 
was  known  in  his  outw^ard;  which  was  by  the  revealing  of 
the  Father.  For  "none  knows  the  Son  but  the  Father, 
and  he  to  whom  the  Father  reveals  him."  And  when  Si- 
mon Peter  confessed  liim  to  be  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living 
God:  "Blessed  (said  he)  art  thou,  Simon  Bar-Jona;  for 
flesh  and  blood  hath  not  revealed  it  unto  thee,  but  my  Fa- 
ther which  is  in  heaven."    ijatt.  xvi.  16,  17. 

And  if  none  could  know  Christ  in  his  appearance  in  the 
flesh,  notwithstanding  so  many  manifest  and  express  proph- 
ecies concerning  him,  but  such  only  to  whom  the  Father 
revealed  him;  how  shall  any  know"  his  inward  and  spiritual 
appearance,  unless  they  be  taught  of  the  Father,  and  hear 
and  leani  of  him  so  to  do? 

But  more  particularly  to  show  how  the  Father  revealed 
his  Son,  and  how  they  came  to  know  in  that  day  that  he 
was  the  Son  of  the  living  God,  the  Holy  One,  the  anointed 
Saviour;  and  that  the  same  way,  and  by  the  same  means, 
people  that  will  truly  know  him,  must  come  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  him  now: 

First,  They  came  to  know  him  by  the  manifestation  of 
the  life  that  was  in  him,  by  the  fulness  of  the  grace  and 
truth  which  dwelt  in  him,  and  put  itself  forth,  so  as  to  be 
discerned  by  the  inward  and  spiritual  eye  in  them.  "For 
the  life  was  manifested.**  1  John  i.  2.  The  life  which  was 
in  him  was  manifested  to  the  spiritual  eye  which  was  in 
them:  and  thus  they  came  to  know  him. 

Secondly,  By  his  voice  and  knocks.  Thus  said  he  con- 
cerning his  sheep  in  those  days,  that  they  knew  his  voice. 
John  X.  4.  Oh,  he  hath  such  a  voice,  as  none  hath  but  he ! 
He  speaks  in  his  Father's  authority  (not  as  the  scribes,  not 
as  eartlily-wise,  learned  men);  he  speaks  in  the  evidence 
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and  demoaatratioa  of  6od*d  Spirit.  The  words  which  he 
speaks  are  Spirit  and  life ;  they  that  hear  his  voice  live ;  and 
when  he  stands  at  the  door  and  knoclcs,  he  piereeth  deep. 

Oh,  the  beatings  of  his  hand  upon  the  tender  and  sensi* 
hie  hearts  and  consciences!  Oh,  his  secret  reproo&,  his  se* 
cret  instructions,  his  secret  quickenings  and  enlight«nings! 
How  did  they,  and  how  do  they,  eternally  make  him  mani* 
fest  in  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  his? 

Thirdly,  By  his  baptism,  or  by  his  baptizing  into  his  own 
Spirit  and  power.  While  people  were  in  expectation,  and 
mused  in  their  hearts  of  John,  whether  he  were  the.  Christ 
or  not,  John  answers  the  case,  and  tells  them  how  they  might 
discern  and  know  the  true  Christ.  It  is  not  I,  who  baptize 
with  water;  but  he  that  baptizeth  ^^with  the  Holy  Ohost, 
and  with  fire;  whose  fan  is  in  his  hand,"  &c.  Luke  iii.  IS,  16^ 
17.  Was  not  this  then,  and  is  not  this  now^  the  way  to  know 
the  true  Christ  ?  He  that  knoweth  him  who  inwardly  and 
spiritually  baptizeth,  him  who  hath  the  £Etn,  who  inwardly 
fanneth  and  purgeth  the  floor,  gathering  in  the  wheat,  and 
burning  up  the  chaff,  doth  not  he  inwardly,  truly,  and  spir- 
itually know  Christ?  He  that  knoweth  the  word,  which  is 
quick  and  powerful,  and  sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword, 
piercing,  even  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  soul  and  spirit, 
and  of  the  joints  and  marrow,  and  is  a  discerner  of  the 
thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart ;  doth  not  he  know  'Hhe 
word  which  was  in  the  beginning,  which  was  with  Qod," 
yea,  "which  was  God"  ?  For  he  is  the  only  searcher  of  the 
heart,  and  trier  of  the  reins. 

Fourthly,  By  his  mighty  works.  "The  works  which  the 
Father  hath  given  me  to  finish,  the  same  works  that  I  do, 
bear  witness  of  me,  that  the  Father  hath  sent  me."  John  v. 
86.  And  when  John  sent  two  of  his  disciples  to  Jesus  with 
this  question:  "Art  thou  he  that  should  come,  or  look  we 
for  another?"  Christ  bids  them  go  and  tell  John  what 
things  they  had  seen  and  heard:  "How  that  the  blind  see, 
the  lame  walk,  the  lepers  are  cleansed,  the  deaf  hear,  the 
dead  are  rused,  to  the  poor  the  gospel  is  preached;  and 
blessed  is  he  whosoever  shall  not  be  offended  in  me."  Luke 
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yii.  22,  28.  ^Wby,  herein  ia  a  marvelloas  thing**  said  the 
blind  man  ^<  that  ye  know  not  whence  he  is,  and  yet  he  hath 
opened  my  eyes."  John  iz.  10.  He  who  hath  the  power, 
and  pntteth  forth  the  power  inwardly ;  who  openeth  the  in- 
ward eye,  the  inward  ear,  looseth  the  inward  tongue,  causeth 
the  inward  feet  to  walk  in  the  way  of  life,  and  the  inward 
hands  to  work  the  works  of  God, — ^he  is  the  Messiah,  the 
Saviour,  the  Word  of  life,  the  Son  of  the  living  Go<l.  They 
that  believe  in  him,  in  his  Spirit,  in  his  power,  in  his  iu- 
'  ward  appearance,  have  the  witness  in  themselves,  the  living 
testimony,  which  none  can  put  out,  or  take  away  from  them. 
He  hath  opened  mine  eyes,  he  hath  opened  my  heart,  he 
hath  raised  me  out  of  the  grave,  he  hath  given  me  eternal 
life.  He  hath  changed  me  inwardly,  created  me  inwardly, 
by  the  working  of  his  mighty  power;  and  I  daily  live,  and 
am  preserved,  and  grow  by  the  same  power,  I  feel  his  life, 
his  virtue,  his  power,  his  presence  day  by  day.  He  is  with 
me,  he  lives  in  me;  and  I  live  not  of  myself,  but  by  feeling 
him  to  live  in  me,  finding  life  spring  up  from  him  into 
me,  and  through  me;  and  therein  lies  all  my  ability  and 
strength  for  evermore. 

A  FEW  Words  in  the  Bowels  of  tender  Love  and  Good 

WILL  TO  MY  NATIVE   COUNTRY. 

It  is  written,  "When  thy  judgments  are  in  the  earth,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  world  shall  learn  righteousness.'*  Oh 
that  this  might  be  verified  concerning  thee,  O  England, 
even  that  thou  mightest  learn  righteousness,  and  that  the 
days  of  thy  unrighteousness,  might  come  to  an  end !  Have 
not  God's  judgments  l>eeu  upon  thee?  Yea,  are  not  God's 
judgments  still  upon  thee?  And  can  any  thing  divert  them 
from  coming  more  upou  thee,  but  thy  speedy  returning  un- 
to the  Lord,  in  breaking  off  thy  sins .  by  unfeigned  repent- 
ance? Oh  that  thou  mightest  be  sensible  of  the  hand  of  the 
Lord,  and  mightest  hear  the  rod,  and  him  who  hath  ap- 
pointed it!  The  Lord  hath  power  over  all  nations,  and  can 
break  them  in  pieces  as  a  potter's  vessel.  They  are  but  as 
the  drop  of  a  bucket,  as  the  small  dust  of  the  balance;  they 
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ure  before  him  as  nothing,  aad  are  counted  to  him  less  than 
uothing,  and  vanity. 

Read  Isai.  xxiv«  See  how  God  will  plead  with  nations,  and 
consider  whether  he  ;be  not  dealing  thus  with  thee?  Oh! 
hath  not  that  been  fotind  in  thee,  and  is  not  that  found  in 
thee,  which  provoketh  the  Lord  exceedingly?  Oh  that 
the  weighty  sense  of  thy  sins  were  upon  thee,  and  that  thou 
mightest  truly  repent,  and  turn  from  them;  that  thou 
mightest  reap  the  benefit  of  God's  judgments,  and  learn 
righteousness,  and  his  indignation  might  be  removed  from 
thee,  and  his  tender  bowels  of  'compassion  move  towards 
thee ! 

But  perhaps  some  may  say,  ♦*  What  is  the  righteousness 
wo  should  learn?" 

Ans.  Oh!  learn  to  know  God;  that  is  a  righteous  thing. 
Loam  to  fear  God;  learn  to  worship  him  aright.  How  m 
tliat?  Why  in  his  own  Spirit  and  truth,  in  which  he  seeks 
to  be  worshipped.  Learn  humility  towards  God ;  learn 
jastice  and  mercy  towards  men;  learn  to  love  thy  enemies. 
If  ye  will  be  Christians,  that  is  the  law  of  phrist;  but  that 
which  is  called  the  Christian  world,  many  of  them  have  not 
yet  learned  so  much  as  to  love  th«ir  friends;  but  hate  and 
persecute  such  as  fear  the  Lord,  and  seek  their  good,  and 
stand  in  the  gap  to  keep  back  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  from 
breaking  in  upon  them,  and  are  wrestling  mightily  with 
him  with  strong  cries,  that  he  would  stay  the  sharpness 
thereof,  that  it  might  not  break  forth  to  their  destruction. 

Learn  to  do  to  others  as  ye  would  be  done  to.  Do  not 
do  to  any,  because  of  their  religion  and  tender  consciences 
towards  the  Lord,  what  ye  would  not  have  done  to  your- 
selves becaase  of  your  i-eligion.  How  long  will  it  be  ^re  ye 
Jearn  this?  How  many  judgments  and  distresses  shall  come 
upon  you,  before  ye  bow  in  spirit  under  the  mighty  hand 
of  God,  and  yield  yourselves  in  submission  to  him,  to  learn 
these  things  of  him? 

Qnest.  But  how  shall  we  leai*n  righteousness? 

Ans.  Retire  inwardly  to  that,  and  hearken  inwardly  to 
that,  which  gives  the  sense  of  judgments,  and  learn  of  that*^ 
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and  that  will  wean  yon  inwanllj  frcHu  all  yoor  nniighteonfl- 
ness,  and  teach  yon  righteonsneas.  There  ia  that  inwardly 
in  the  nnregenerate  which  hatdenaaad  mialeada;  there  is 
also  that  inwardly  which  tenders,  melts,  teacheth,  and  lead« 
eth  aright,  as  it  is  believed  in  and  obeyed. 

Oh  that  men  knew  the  di^rence  between  these  two,  and 
how  to  turn  fit>m  the  one  to  tiie  other !  For  ont  of  the  heart 
proceeds  all  that  is  evil  and  Tain,  and  oat  of  the  heart  are 
the  issues  of  life  also.  The  well  or  puddle  of  the  muddy 
waters,  of  the  waters  of  Egypt,  of  the  wine  of  Sodom,  and 
waters  of  Babylon,  is  there;  and  the  well  and  dstem  of  the 
pure  waters  is  there  also. 

Oh,  my  native  country,  that  thon  mightest  be  the  first 
nation  in  this  age  of  the  world  that  might  pass  through  the 
judgments  of  God,  and  be  cleansed  thereby,  and  be  happy! 
Oh  that  thy  Irulers  and  governors  were  weaned  from  the 
spirit  and  wisdom  of  thb  world,  and  might  receive  of  Qod's 
holy  Spirit  and  wisdom,  and  judge  and  govern  themselves 
and  the  people  thereby!  When  the  Jew  outward  was  cho- 
sen to  be  the  people  of  Gk>d,  did  not  he  pour  out  of  his  Spir- 
it to  govern  them  by?  Were  the  judges,  kings,  and  leaders 
thereof  only  anointed  with  outward  oil  ?  Were  they  not 
also  anointed  with  God's  Spirit?  And  can  any  Christian 
magistrate  govern  aright  any  Christian  nation  without  the 
assistance  and  guidance  of  the  same  Spirit?  And  oh  that 
all  the  people  were  anointed  also,  that  they  might  be  in- 
wardly kings  and  priests  to  the  Lord,  and  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  might  be  inwardly  set  up  in  all  their  hearts,  and  ev- 
ery man  might  reign,  in  and  through  him,  over  the  enemies 
of  his  own  soul !  Oh  that  the  power  and  glory  of  the  Lord 
might  cover  thy  governors  and  inhabitants,  O  England! 
Oh,  the  prayers  that  have  been  long  put  up  in  bowels  of 
tenderness  for  thee!  Oh!  the  besom  of  the  Lord,  the  be- 
som of  his  righteous  judgments,  that  it  might  sweep  the 
hearts  of  men  inwardly,  that  this  nation  might  be  prepared 
for  the  glory  of  the  Lord  (for  the  glory  which  he  reveals  in 
his  heavenly  birth)  to  break  forth  outwardly,  to  the  admira- 
tion and  magnifying  of  the  work  of  his  power  in  the  eyes  of 
aU  beholders !   Amen,  amen. 
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BRIEFLT,  PLAINLY,  AKD  UPRIGHTLY  ACKNOWLEDGED 
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TENDER-HEARTED,    WHO    DESIRE    TO    EXPERIENCE    THB 

QUICKENING,  HEALING,  AND  CLEANSING 

VIRTUE  OF  IT, 


A  BRIEF  ACCOUNT  C09CXRNINO  THE  PEOPLE  CALLED   QUAKERS,  IN 
REFERENCE  BOTH  TO  PAINCIPLS  AND   DOCTRINE. 

WHEREUKTO    ARE    ADDED,    BOME    FEW    OTHER    THINGS,   WHICH,  BY    THE 

BLESSING  OF  GOD,  MAY  BE  SXPERI MENTALLY  FOUND  USEFUL  TO  THE 

TRUE  PILGRIMS  AND  FAITHFUL  TRATELLERS  OUT  OF  THE 

NATURE  AND  SPIRIT  OF  THIS  WORLD. 


Written  in  trae  love  and  tenderness  of  spirit  by 

ISAAC    PENINGTON. 


'•And  without  controversy  great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness.  God  was 
manifest  in  the  flesh,  justified  in  the  Spirit,  seen  of  angels,  preached  unto  tho 
Gentiles,  belieyed  on  in  the  world,  received  up  into  glory."  1  Tim.  iii.  16. 

••  Of  whom  are  the  fathers,  and  of  whom  as  concerning  the  flesh  Christ 
eame,  who  is  over  all,  God  blessed  for  ever.    Amen."  Bom.  ix.  6. 
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PREFACE. 


IIavinq  been  lately  at  London,  upon  occasion  of  a  meet- 
mg  between  some  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  and  some 
of  the  people  called  Anabaptists,  and  other  confederates, 
wherein  I  was  somewhat  concerned,  being  charged  or 
brought  in  by  Thomas  Hicks,  in  his  second  book  of  Dia- 
logues, called  CorUinuatmiy  p.  4.  to  prove,  tliat  the  Quakers 
account  the  blood  of  Christ  no  more  than  a  common  thing; 
and  having  been  at  that  meeting  to  clear  my  innocency  in 
that  particular,  but  the  thing  not  then  coming  in  question, 
and  I  being  to  return  to  my  habitation  in  the  country 
(though  I  staid  also  a  second  meeting  for  that  purpose), — it 
was  on  my  heart,  in  the  clearness  and  innocency  thereof,  to 
give  forth  this  testimony,  to  take  oft*  that  untruth  and  cal- 
umny qf  T.  II.  both  from  the  people  called  Quakers,  and 
myself;  being  both  of  us  greatly  therein  injured,  as  the 
Lord  God  of  heaven  and  earth  knoweth.  I  have  had  expe- 
rience of  that  despined  peojjle  for  many  years,  and  I  have 
often  heard  them  (even  the  ancient  ones  of  them)  own 
Christ  both  inwardly  and  outwardly.  Yea,  I  heard  one  of 
the  ancients  of  them  thus  testify,  in  a  public  meeting  many 
j^ears  since.  That  if  Christ  had  not  come  in  the  flesh,  in 
the  fulness  of  time,  to  bear  our  sins  in  his  own  bod^^  on  tho 
tree,-  and  to  offer  himself  up  a  sacrifice  for  mankind,  all 
mankind  had  utterly  perished. 

What  cause  then  have  we  to  praise  the  Lord  God,  for 
sending  his  Son,  in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh,  and  for  what 
his  Son  did  therein !  O  professors,  do  not  pervert  our  words 
(by  reading  them  with  a  prejudiced  mind)  quite  contraiy  to 
the  drift  of  God's  Spirit  by  us!  If  ye  should  thus  read  the 
holy  Scriptures,  yea,  the  very  words  of  Christ  himself  there- 
in and  give  that  wisdom  of  yours  which  fights  against  us 
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Bcope  to  comment  upon  them,  and  pervert  them  after  this 
manner,  what  a  strange  and  hideoas  appearance  of  untruth 
and  contradiction  to  the  very  scriptures  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment might  ye  make  o^that  wonderful  appearance  of  God? 
For  the  words  of  Christ  seemed  so  foolish  and  impossible 
to  the  wise  men  of  that  age,  that  they  frequently  contra- 
'  dieted,  and  sometimes  derided  him. 

It'  we  be  not  of  God,  we  shall  come  to  nought ;  nay,  we 
had  not  stood  to  this  day,  if  his  mighty  power  had  not  up- 
held us.  We  could  not  have  stood  inwardly,  nor  could  we 
have  stood  outwardly,  against  the  fierce  assaulta  we  have 
met  with  both  ways.  And  as  we  have  not  had  by-ends  to 
move  us  inwardly,  so  neither  have  we  had  by-ends  to  move 
us  outwardly,  as  our  God  kiioweth. 

Oh !  T.  II.  dost  thou  believe  the  eternal  judgment  at  the 
great  day,  not  outwardly  only  in  notion,  but  inwardly  in 
heart  ?  Oli !  then  consider  how  thou  wilt  answer  it  to  God, 
for  saying  so  many  things  in  the  name  of  a  people,  as  their 
belief  and  words,  whi  3h  never  were  spoken  by  any  one  of 
them,  nor  ever  came  into  any  one  of  their  hearts !  Inno- 
cency  in  me,  life  in  me,  truth  in  me,  the  Christian  spirit 
and  nature  in  me,  is  a  witness  against  thee,  that  thou  wrot- 
est  thy  dialogues  out  of  the  Christian  nature  and  spirit; 
and  thy  brethren,  William  Kiffin  and  the  rest,  who  have 
stood  by  thee  to  justify  thee  (or  at  least  seemed  so  to  do), 
must  take  notice  of  these  things,  and  condemn  them  in  thee, 
or  they  will  expose  themselves,  and  their  religion,  to  the 
righteous  judgment  of  God,  and  of  all  who  love  truth,  and 
hate  forgery  and  deceit. 

I  pity  thee ;  yea,  I  can  truly  say,  I  forgive  thee  the  in- 
jury thou  hast  done  me  (though  indeed  it  is  very  great,  thus 
to  represent  me  publicly;  what  thou  couldst  not  have  done, 
if  thou  hadst  equally  considered  the  things  written  in  that 
book) ;  and  I  also  desire  that  thou  mayest  be  sensible  of 
what  thou  hast  so  evilly  done,  and  confess  it  before  G^, 
that  he  also  might  forgive  thee.  Oh !  I  would  not  bear  the 
weight  of  this  sin  at  the  judgmentnseat  of  Christ  for  ten 
thousand  worlds !    And  that  these  books  should  be  so  long 
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public,  and  thy  brethren  take  no  notice  of  them,  but  rather 
at  last  apply  themselves  to  justify  thee,  oh  !  how  will  they 
answer  this  thing,  when  they  come  to  answer  it  for  ever? 
Oh !  why  will  ye  set  up  an  interest  against  our  Lord  Christ 
(who  is  the  tnith,  and  teacheth  truth),  and  bend  all  your 
strength  and  understanding  to  make  lies,  falsehoods  and 
forgeries  to  appear  as  if  they  were  truth,  and  not  forgeries  ? 

If  ye  will  judge  yourselves,  and  repent  of  these  things,  yo 
shall  not  be  condemned  of  the  Lord;  but  if  ye  will  go  on, 
to  cover  and  hide  this  great  iniquity,  ye  shall  not  prosper 
therein. 

As  for  my  particular,  I  had  committed  my  cause  to  the 
Lord,  and  intended  to  have  been  wholly  silent,  knowing  my 
innocency  will  be  cleared  by  him  in  this  particular  at  the 
great  day,  and  the  love,  truth,  and  uprightness  wherein  I 
wrote  these  things  owned  by  him. 

But  in  the  love  of  God,  and  in  the  stillness  and  tender- 
ness of  my  spirit,  I  was  moved  by  him  to  write  what  follows. 
And  oh  that  it  would  please  the  Lord  to  make  it  serviceable 
even  to  T.  H.  himself,  for  his  good ! 


THE  FLESH  AND  BLOOD  OF  CHRIST,  &C. 


Is  the  second  part  of  Thomas  Hick's  Dialogues  called 
"Continuation,"  p.  4.  he  makethhis  personated  Quaker 
speak  thus:  "Thou  sayest,  we  account  the  blood  of  Christ 
no  more  than  a  common  thing;  yea,  no  more  than  the 
blood  of  a  common  thief."  To  which  he  makes  his  per- 
sonated Christian  answer  thus:  "Isaac  Peningtou  (who  I 
suppose  is  an  approved  Quaker)  asks  this  question ;  Can 
outward  blood  cleanse  ?  Therefore,  saith  he,  we  must  in- 
quire, whether  it  was  the  blood  of.  the  veil,  that  is,  of  the 
human  nature,  or  the  blood  within  the  veil,  viz.,  of  that 
spiritual  man,  consisting  of  flesh,  blood,  and  bones,  which 
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took  on  him  the  veil,  or  human  nature.  It  is  not  the  blood 
of  the  veil;  that  is  but  outward;  and  can  outwaid  blood 
cleanse?" 

Now  to  satisfy  any  that  desire  to  understand  the  truth  as 
it  is,  and  to  know  what  the  intent  of  my  heart  and  words 
(as  spoken  by  me)  was,  I  shall  say  somewhat  to  his  stating 
the  question,  and  then  open  my  heart  nakedly  and  plainly, 
as  it  then  was,  and  still  is,  in  this  matter. 

First,  I  answer,  these  were  not  my  words,  which  he  hath 
set  down  as  mine,  but  words  of  his  own  patching  up,  partly 
out  of  several  queries  of  mine,  and  partly  out  of  his  own 
conceivings  upon  my  queries,  as  if  he  intended  to  make  me 
appear  both  ridiculous  and  wicked  at  once.  For  I  nowhere 
say,  or  affirm,  or  did  ever  believe,  that  Christ  is  a  spiritual 
man,  consisting  of  flesh,  blood,  and  bones,  which  took  on 
him  the  veil,  or  human  nature.  Thus  he  represents  me  as 
ridiculous.  It  is  true,  Christ  inwardly,  or  as  to  his  inward 
being,  was  a  Spirit,  or  God  blessed  for  ever,  manifested  in 
flesh ;  which  (to  speak  properly)  cannot  have  flesh,  blood, 
and  boncd,  as  man  hath.  And  then,  besides  his  alterations 
at  the  beginning,  putting  in  only  four  words  of  my  query, 
and  leaving  out  that  which  next  follows  (which  might  have 
manifested  my  drift  and  intent  in  them),  he  puts  in  an  af- 
firmation which  was  not  mine,  in  these  his  own  words:  "It 
is  not  the  blood  of  the  veil ;  that  is  but  outward ; "  and  then 
annexeth  to  this  affirmation  of  his  own,  the  words  of  my 
former  query,  "Can  outward  blood  cleanse?"  as  if  these 
words  of  mine  ("Can  outward  blood  cleanse?")  did  neces- 
sarily infer  that  the  blood  of  Christ  is  but  a  common  thing. 

Herein  he  represents  me  wicked,  and  makes  me  speak, 
by  his  changing  and  adding,  that  which  never  waa  in  my 
heart,  and  the  contrary  whereto  I  have  several  times  affirmed 
in  that  very  book  where  those  several  queries  were  put  (out 
of  which  he  forms  this  his  own  query,  giving  it  forth  in  my 
name).  For  in  the  10th  page  of  that  book,  beginning  at 
line  8, 1  positively  affirm  thus:  that  "Christ  did  oflfer  up 
the  flesh  and  blood  of  that  body"  (though  not  only  so,  for 
he  poured  out  his  soul,  he  poured  out  his  life)  a  sacrifice  or 
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offering  for  sin,  '<a  sacrifice  unto  the  Father,  and  in  it  tasted 
death  for  every  man;  and  that  it  ie  upon  consideration  (and 
through  God's  acceptance  of  this  sacrifice  for  sin)  that  the 
sins  of  believers  are  pardoned,  that  God  might  be  just,  and 
the  justifier  of  him  who  believeth  in  Jesus,  or  who  is  of  the 
&ith  of  Jesus."  Is  this  common  flesh  and  blood?  Can  this 
be  afiirmed  of  common  flesh  and  blood?  Ought  not  he  to 
have  considered  this,  and  other  passages  in  my  book  of  the 
same  tendency,  and  not  thus  have  reproached  me,  and  mis* 
represented  me  to  the  world?  Is  this  a  Christian  spirit;  or 
according  to  the  law  or  prophets,  or  Christ's  doctrine? 
Doth  he  herein  do  as  he  would  be  done  by  ?  Oh  that  he 
had  a  heart  to  considenit!  I  might  also  except  against 
those  words,  ''human  nature,"  (which  he  twice  putteth  in) 
being  not  my  words,  nor  indeed  my  sense;  for  by  human 
nature,  as  I  judge,  is  understood  more  than  the  body: 
whereas  I,  by  the  word  veil,  intended  no  more  than  the 
flesh,  or  outward  body,  which  in  scripture  is  expressly  so 
called,  Heb.  x.  20.  "through  the  veil,  that  is  to  say,  his 
flesh." 

Secondly,  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  this,  that  he  hath 
not  cited  the  place,  page,  or  page?;  nay,  not  so  much  as 
named  the  book,  where  those  words  or  sayings  which  he 
attributeth  to  me  are  written ;  whereby  any  persons  that  are 
not  willing  to  take  things  upon  bare  report  (especially  in  so 
deep  charges,  reflecting  not  only  upon  one  person,  but  a 
whole  people),  might  consult  the  place,  and  see  whether 
they  were  my  words  or  no ;  and  whether  the  queries  I  did 
put  (indeed  to  the  hearts  of  people)  had  any  such  drift  or  no, 
and  might  compare  the  words  (if  they  were  mine)  both  with 
what  went  before,  and  also  followed  after ;  and  with  what 
was  said  in  several  other  places  of  the  book,  which  speak  of 
Christ's  flesh  and  blood  as  of  no  common  thing,  but  as  that 
which  God  makes  use  of  toward  the  redemption  of  man- 
kind. 

Thirdly,  The  drift  of  all  those  queries  in  that  book  was 
not  to  vilify  the  flesh  and  blood  of  Christ,  by  representing 
it  as  a  common  or  useless  thing,  but  to  bring  people  from 

Vol.  m.— a^ 
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sticking  in  the  oatward,  to  a  seude  of  the  inward  mystenr; 
withoat  which  inward  sense  and  feeling,  the  magnif\'iug 
and  crying  up  the  outward  doth  not  avail.  Indeed,  at  that 
time,  I  was  in  a  g^eat  exercise  conceniing  professors:  love 
was  deeply  working  in  my  heart ;  and  I  was  in  a  very  ten- 
der frame  of  spirit  towaitls  them,  as  any  may  perceive,  wlio, 
in  the  fear  of  God,  and  in  meekness  of  spirit,  shall  reatl  that 
book  (it  is  entitled,  A  Question  to  the  Professors  of  Chris- 
tianity, whether  they  have  the  true,  living,  powerful,  saving 
knowledge  of  Christ,  or  no,  &(\).  And  in  this  tender  frame, 
in  the  midst  of  my  crying  to  God  for  them,  those  queries, 
from  a  true  sense  and  understanding,  sprang  up  in  my  heart, 
even  to  necessitate  them,  if  possible,  to  some  sense  of  the 
mystery,  which  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  of  unto  true 
Christianity  and  salvation.  This  was  the  very  intent  of  my 
heart  in  the  several  queries,  which  generally  speak  of  one 
and  the  same  thing,  under  several  metaphors  and  figures. 
And  that  this  was  my  iiitent,  these  words  following,  in  the 
second  page  of  my  preface  to  that  book,  do  plainly  express. 
The  words  are  these: — 

"Now  to  draw  men's  minds  to  a  sense  of  truth,  to  a 
sense  of  that  which  is  the  thing,  that  they  might  know 
the  bread  indeed,  that  they  might  know  the  living  waters, 
come  to  them  and  drink  thereof,  and  find  Christ  in  them  a 
well  of  water  springing  up  to  eternal  life;  therefore  was  it  in 
my  heart  to  give  forth  this  question  and  the  ensuing  que- 
ries, which  he  that  rightly  answers,  must  know  the  thing; 
and  he  that  doth  not  know  the  thing,  by  his  inability  to  an- 
swer, may  find  that  he  doth  not,  and  so  may  wait  upon  God, 
that  he  may  receive  the  knowledge  of  it,  and  come  to  it,  for 
the  eternal  life  which  it  freely  giveth." 

And  that  I  did  mean  the  mystery,  when  I  spake  of  bread, 
water,  the  wine,  the  live  coal  from  the  altar,  the  leaves  of 
the  tree  of  life,  the  putting  on  Christ,  the  flesh  and  blood 
of  Christ,  &c.,  is  very  plain  to  him  that  reads  singly.  But 
to  make  it  manifest,  particularly  concerning  the  flesh  and 
blood  of  Christ;  I  shall  recite  one  query;  it  is  the  83d 
query,  page  29.    The  query  is  thus:  "Is  not  the  true  church 
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flesh  of  Christ's  flesh,  and  bone  of  his  bone?  Is  not  the 
&lse  or  antichristian  church  flesh  of  Antichrist's  flesh,  and 
bone  of  Antichrist's  bone?  What  is  the  flesh  of  the  spirit- 
ual whore,  which  is  to  be  stripped  naked  and  burnt  with 
fire?  Shall  ever  the  church,  which  is  of  Christ's  flesh,  be 
stripped  naked  and  burnt  with  fire?  Nay,  doth  not  his 
flesh  make  able  to  abide  the  devouring  fire,  and  to  dwell 
with  the  everlasting  burnings?"  Can  this  possibly  be  un- 
derstood of  outward  flesh  and  bone?  Is  it  not  manifestly 
intended  of  flesh  and  bone  in  the  mystery  ?  Yea,  that  it  did 
relate  to  the  mystery,  in  that  veiy  querj-,  out  of  which  he 
takes  the  four  first  words,  and  no  more,  is  very  manifest  by 
the  following  words  of  the  same  query.  It  is  the  17th 
query,  page  25,  The  query  runs  thus:  "Can  outward 
blood  cleanse  the  conscience?  Ye  that  are  spiritual,  con- 
sider; can  outward  water  wash  the  soul  clean?  Ye  that 
have  ever  felt  the  blood  of  sprinkling  from  the  Lord  upon 
your  consciences,  and  your  consciences  cleansed  thereby, 
did  ye  ever  feel  it  to  be  outward?  It  is  one  thing  what  a 
man  apprehends  (in  the  way  of  notion)  from  the  letter  con- 
cerning the  things  of  God,  and  another  thing  what  a  man 
feels  in  Spirit."  Is  it  not  manifest,  by  the  express  words 
themselves,  that  I  spake  of  the  inward  feeling  of  the  blood 
in  the  mystery? 

'Fourthly,  This  query,  "Can  outward  blood  cleanse  the 
conscience,"  &c.  doth  not  necessarily,  nor  indeed  at  all  in- 
fer, that  the  blood  of  Christ,  as  to  the  outward,  was  but  i^ 
common  thing,  or  useless.  If  I  had  been  to  answer  this 
query  myself,  he  doth  not  know  what  my  answer  would  have 
been.  It  was  put  to  the  professors  to  answer  inwardly  in 
their  hearts,  who  I  did  believe,  upon  serious  consideration, 
could  not  but  confess,  in  way  of  answer  thereto,  that  out- 
ward blood  itself  (or  of  itself  could  not  cleanse  and  purge 
away  the  filth  that  was  inward;  but  that  must  be  done  by 
that  which  is  inward,  living,  and  spiritual.  Then  hereby 
they  had  been  brought  to  see  the  necessity  of  the  mystery, 
the  Spirit,  the  power,  the  life  of  the  Son,  to  be  inwardly  re- 
vealed  in  them;  and  then  I  had  obtained  my  end.    Kor  waa 
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I  theii  enemy  in  dealing  or  uming  at  tlus  for  them,  or  in 
setting  queries  before  them,  which  to  my  eye  (as  in  the 
sight  of  Gk>d)  seemed  proper  and  condncible  in  themselves 
(however  they  might  fidl  as  to  them)  towards  the  obtuning 
of  this  end.  And  if  they  could  once  come  to  this,  to  own 
the  flesh  and  blood  in  the  mystery,  and  so  come  to  partake 
of  its  cleansing  and  nonrishing  virtue,  and  not  fix  and  ap- 
propriate that  to  the  outward  which  chiefly  belongs  to  the 
mystery, — ^I  say,  if  they  could  but  go  thus  far  with  me,  in 
owning  the  inward  life  and  power  in  the  sensible  feeling 
and  operation  thereoj^  I  could  meet  them  a  great  way  in 
speaking  glorious  things  of,  and  attributing  a  cleansing  or 
washing  virtue  to, -the  outward,  in  and  through  and  with 
the  inward.  For  I  do  not  separate  the  inward  aud  outward 
in  my  own  mind;  but  the  Lord  opened  my  heart,  and 
taught  me  thus  to  distinguish,  according  to  the  Scriptures, 
in  love  to  them,  and  for  their  sakes.  For  that  was  not  ray 
intent  to  deny  the  outward,  or  make  it  appear  as  a  common 
or  useless  thing.  There  was  never  such  a  sense  in  ray 
heart,  nor  was  ever  word  written  or  spoken  by  me  to  that 
end;  which  to  make  more  manifest,  I  shall  now  plainly 
open  my  heart,  how  it  hath  been,  and  is  still,  witli  me  in 
this  respect,  since  it  pleased  the  Lord  and  Father  of  mercies 
to  reveal  the  mystery  of  himself  and  of  his  Sou  in  me. 

In  the  first  place,  I  freely  confess,  that  I  do  ovni  and  ac- 
knowledge, as  in  God*a  sight,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  his 

FLESH  AND  BLOOD  IN  THE  MYSTERY.     Tbc  apOStlc  Paul  Spcaks 

of  the  mystery  of  God,  and  of  the  Father,  and  of  Christ, 
Colos.  ii.  3.  The  Son  was  revealed  in  him,  Gal.  i.  16.  and 
BO  he  knew  the  mystery  of  Christ,  and  preached  the  mys- 
tery of  Christ.  Colos.  iv.  3.  He  was  made  an  able  minister 
of  the  new  covenant,  not  of  the  letter,  but  of  the  Spirit  or 
mystery;  and  so  he  preached  the  wisdom  of  God  in  the 
mysterj'  or  Spirit,  1  Cor.  ii.  7.  2  Cor.  iii.  6.  Colos.  i.  25,  26, 
27.  and  he  had  great  conflict  to  bring  people  to  the  rich 
knowledge  and  acknowledgment  of  the  mystery,  chap.  ii.  1, 
2.  He  was  sent  to  turn  men  from  darkness,  and  from  the 
power  of  Satan  (which  is  a  mystery,  and  works  in  men's 
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hearts  in  a  mystery)  to  the  light,  to  the  Spirit  and  power  of 
God,  which  is  a  mystery  also ;  and  remission  of  sins  is  re- 
ceived in  and  through  this  mystery.  Acts  xxvi.^18.  And  I 
desire  every  serious  and  tender  heart  to  consider,  whether 
this  knowledge  of  Christ  in  the  mystery  was  not  that  which 
he  called  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ 
his  Lord.  Phil.  iii.  8.  Certain  I  am,  that  the  knowledge  of 
God  a!id  Christ  in  the  mystery  is  the  most  excellent  knowl- 
edge, and  no  less  than  life  eternal,  inwardly  revealed  and 
felt  from  God  in  the  heart.  And  here  no  legal  righteous- 
ness, no  self-righteousness,  can  stand;  but  the  virtue  and 
power  of  Christ's  death  and  resurrection,  inwardlj'  revealed 
and  felt  in  the  mystery,  subdues  and  destroys  it  all.  Indeed 
self-righteousness  may  be  given  up  in  the  way  of  notion,  or 
seemingly  destroyed  as  to  men's  apprehensions,  without 
the  revealing  or  working  of  the  mystery;  but  it  cannot  be 
destroyed  in  reality  but  where  this  is  felt;  but  where  the 
mystery  is  known,  is  received,  and  thoroughly  works,  self- 
righteousness  can  have  no  place  there.  Now  the  apostle, 
who  was  acquainted  with  the  mystery  of  Christ,  he  speaks 
of  his  body,  flesh,  and  bone;^,  in  the  mystery,  Eph.  v.  30. 
(and  if  tliere  be  flesh  and  bones  in  the  mystery,  is  there  not 
also  blood  in  the  mystery?)  yea,  the  apostle  John  speaks  of 
the  Spirit,  water,  and  blood.  IrJohu  v.  8.  Now  consider 
seriously,  are  all  these  of  one  and  the  same  nature?  or  are 
they  of  a  different  nature?  the  Spirit  of  one  nature,  and  the 
water  and  blood  of  another  nature?  Blessed  be  the  Lord, 
the  birth  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  and  is  spiritual,  know- 
eth  the  nature  of  the  Spirit  which  begat  it,  and  knoweth 
water  which  is  inward  and  heavenly,  and  blood  which  is  not 
at  all  of  an  inferior  nature  to  it:  and  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord 
and  teacher,  speaketh  of  flesh  which  came  down  from 
heaven,  which  flesh  is  the  bread  of  life,  which  he  that  lives, 
feeds  upon,  and  none  can  feed  iqion  but  they  that  live. 
And  by  this  it  is  manifest  (to  all  to  whom  God  hath  given 
understanding  in  the  mystery),  that  his  flesh  and  blood  in 
the  mystery  is  hitended  by  him,  in  that  he  saith,  "lie  that 
eateth  my  flesh,  and  driuketh  my  blood,  dwelleth  va  ^cc^^ 
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and  I  in  him/'  John  vi.  66.  This  dwelling  in  each  other  is 
an  effect  of  the  mystery,  and  is  witnessed  by  none  that 
know  not  the  mystery.  And  to  this  effect  Christ  himself 
expressly  expoundeth  it,  ver.  68.  *^It  is  the  Spirit  that 
quickeneth,  the  flesh  profiteth  nothing:  the  words  that  I 
speak  to  you,  they  are  Spirit,  and  they  are  life."  As  if  he 
had  said,  I  am  speaking  of  the  soul's  food;  I  am  speaking 
of  the  heavenly  bread;  I  am  speaking  of  Spirit  and  life;  I 
am  speaking  of  the  mystery,  which  ye  look  upon  and  un- 
derstand as  outwardly  intended  by  me,  and  so  miss  of  the 
mystery  of  the  Spirit,  wherein  is  the  quickening  virtue,  and 
look  only  at  the  outward  body  or  flesh,  which,  without  the 
Spirit,  profiteth  not,  nor  ever  can  profit  man. 

Secondly,  I  confess  further,  that  I  have  the  sense,  expe- 
rience, and  knowledge  of  this  also,  that  in  the  mysteiy  is 
the  quickening  virtue,  the  cleansing  virtue,  the  nourishing 
virtue,  unto  life  eternal.  The  Spirit,  the  water,  the  blood 
inwardly  sprinkled,  inwardly  poured  by  Qod  upon  the  soul, 
inwardly  felt  and  drunk  in  by  the  thirsty  earth,  do  cleanse, 
do  feed,  do  nourish,  do  refresh.  Doth  not  God  promise  to 
sprinkle  clean  water  upon  his  Israel  in  the  new  covenant, 
and  they  shall  be  clean?  and  to  pour  water  on  him  that  is 
thirsty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  grounds?  Is  it  not  by  the  • 
spirit  of  judgment  and  burning,  that  God  washeth  away  the 
filth  of  the  daughter  of  Zion,  &c.  Isa.  iv.  4.  Doth  not  the 
live  coal  from  the  altar  purify  and  take  away  the  iniquity? 
Isa.  vi.  Oh,  read  inwardly !  Oh,  wait  to  be  taught  of  God 
to  read  inwardly,  that  ye  may  know  what  these  things 
mean !  Why  should  ye  quarrel  at  the  precious  and  tender 
openings  of  truth,  in  love  to  your  souls? 

Thirdly,  I  have  likewise  this  sense,  and  have  also  had 
this  knowledge  and  experience,  that  the  outward  without 
this  cannot  avail.  A  man  is  not  cleansed  by  notions  or  ap- 
prehensions concerning  *tho  thing,  but  by  the  thing  itself. 
Let  a  man  believe  what  he  can  concerning  the  blood  of 
Christ,  and  apply  to  himself  what  promises  he  can,  yet  this 
will  not  do,  (Oh,  how  grievously  do  men  mistake  herein!) 
but  he  must  feel  somewhat  from  God,  somewhat  of  the  new 
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creation  in  Christ  Jesus,  somewhat  of  his  light  (shining 
from  him,  the  Son,  into  the  heart)  somewhat  of  his  life, 
somewhat  of  his  power,  working  against  the  darkness  and 
power  of  the  enemy  in  him.  Now  a  man  being  tamed  to 
this,  joined  to  this,  gathered  to  this  standard  of  the  Lord, 
translated  in  some  degree  oat  of  himself  into  this ;  here 
somewhat  of  the  mystery  is  revealed,  and  found  working 
in  him;  and  so  far  he  is  of  God,  and  hath,  some  true  under- 
standing from  him.  And  here  also  he  hath  right  to  Christ's 
flesh  and  blood  in  the  outward,  and  to  all  the  benefits  and 
precious  eftects  that  come  thereby.  For  by  owning  the 
mystery,  and  receiving  the.  mystery,  we  are  not  taught  of 
God  to  deny  any  thing  of  the  out\vard  flesh  and  blood,  or 
of  his  obedience  and  sufferings  in  the  flesh,  but  rather  are 
taught  and  enabled  there  rightly  to  understand  it,  and  to 
reap  the  benefits  and  precious  fruits  of  it. 

Fourthly,  The  Lord  hath  shown  me  this  also,  very  man- 
ifestly and  clearly,  that  in  former  times  (in  this  nation  as 
well  as  elsewhere),  before  professors  ran  so  into  heaps  (I 
mean,  into  several  ways  and  forms  of  church-fellowsbip,  so 
called)^  they  had  more  inward  sense  of  the  mystery  than 
now  they  have;  and  were  a  great  deal  more  tender,  both 
unto  the  Lord,  and  one  towards  another,  than  now  they 
are.  For  then  grace  in  the  heart,  and  the  inward  feeling, 
was  the  thing  that  was  most  minded  among  the  stricter  sort. 
They  did  not  mind  so  much  bare  reading,  or  hearing,  or 
praying,  or  any  outward  observation  whatsoever,  as  what 
they  felt  therein.  Let  men  have  spoken  ever  so  many 
glorious  words  concerning  the  things  of  God;  yet,  if  they 
had  not  been  spoken  warmly  and  freshly  by  him  that  spoke 
them,  there  was  little  satisfaction  to  the  soul  that  hungered 
after  that  which  was  living,  but  rather  an  inward  grief  and 
dissatisfaction  felt :  so  that  in  that  day  there  was  an  inward 
sense  of  the  mystery,  though  not  a  distinct  knowledge  of  it, 
which  was  precious  in  the  eye  of  God,  and  very  savory  in- 
wardly in  the  heart.  But  now,  in  so  long  time,  by  looking 
so  much  outward,  and  T)eating  their  brains,  and  disputing 
about  the  outward,  many  have  very  much,  if  not  wholly^ 
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lost  the  seiisc  of  the  inward,  and  are  found  contending  for 
the  outwaitl,  against  the  very  appearance  and  manifestation 
of  the  inward ;  and  so  are  in  danger  of  being  hardened  and 
sealed  up  in  that  whicli  is  dead  and  literal,  out  of  the  limits 
of  that  which  is  living  and  spiritual.  It  is  a  dreadful  thing 
to  light  against  the  living  God,  and  his  living  appearance  in 
the  hearts  of  those  whom  he  chooseth,  in  any  age  or  gen- 
eration. The  Lord  hath  been  pleased  to  bring  us  (a  poor 
despised  remnant)  back  to  that  which  firet  gave  us  life,  in 
the  days  of  our  former  profession.  Oh  that  ye  were  brought 
thither  also,  that  that  might  rcmo\^  the  veil,  hardness, 
darkness,  and  deep  prejudices  from  you;  which  can  never 
be  removed  while  yestick  in  literal  apprehensions,  without 
the  light  and  teachings  of  God's  Spirit !  Now  as  touching 
the  outward,  which  ye  say  we  deny,  because  of  out  testi- 
mony to  tlie  inward,  I  have  frequently  given  a  most  solemn 
testimony  thereto ;  and  God  knoweth  it  to  be  the  truth  of 
my  heart ;  and  that  the  testifying  to  the  inward,  from  which 
the  outward  came,  doth  not  make  the  outward  void,  but 
rather  estahlish  it  in  its  place  and  service.  God  himself,  who 
knew  what  virtue  was  in  the  inward,  yet  hath  pleased  to 
make  use  of  the  outward;  and  who  may  contradict  or  slight 
his  wisdom  and  counsel  therein  ?  Glorious  was  the  appear- 
ance and  manifestation  of  his  Son  in  flesh;  precious  his  sub- 
jection and  holy  obedience  to  his  Father;  his  giving  him- 
self up  to  death  for  sinners  was  of  great  esteem  in  his  eye! 
It  was  a  spotless  sacrifice  of  great  value,  and  oft'ectual  for 
the  remission  of  sins;  and  I  do  acknowledge  humbly  unto 
the  Lord  the  remission  of  my  sins  thereby,  and  bless  the 
Lord  for  it;  even  for  giving  up  his  Son  to  death  for  us  all, 
and  giving  all  that  believe  in  his  name  and  power  to  partake 
of  remission  through  him. 

And  seeing  it  is  thus  with  me,  seeing  the  root  of  the  mat^ 
t^r  is  in  me,  oh,  how  can  any  man,  that  hopes  to  be  re- 
deemed by  my  Lord  and  Saviour,  repi*oach  me  for  speaking 
of  the  mystery,  without  the  least  derogation  to  the  out- 
ward, or  what  was  done  by  him  in  the  outward !  But  if  I 
should  speak  vehemently  concerning  men's  neglecting  the 
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mystery,  and  setting  up  that  which  is  ontward  instead  of  it, 
I  should  not  be  condemned,  but  justified  of  the  Lord  in  so 
doing.  Indeed  there  is  a  great  and  weighty  charge  from 
God's  Spirit  upon  the  professors  of  this  age,  for  departing 
from  the  inward  (I  mean  that  sweet  sense,  which,  in  some 
measure,  God  gave  them  in  former  times  of  the  inward), 
and  magnifying  and  striving  to  establish  that  which  they 
apprehend  concerning  the  ontward,  without  it,  and  against 
it.  Oh  that  it  were  otherwise  with  them,  that  God  may  not 
have  this  charge  to  manage  against  them,  when  at  the  great 
day  they  are  to  appear  ^t>efore  him,  and  be  judged  by  him  ! 
When  all  that  have  slighted  or  spoken  contemptuously  of 
his  Son's  appearance  in  flesh,  and  have  not  come  to  a  sense 
thereof,  and  repentance  for  it,  shall  be  condemned;  and 
they  that  have  slighted  or  spoken  contemptuously  of  his 
appearance  in  Spirit,  shall  not  be  justified:  which  appear- 
ance is  now  made  manifest  in  the  hearts  of  many,  blessed 
be  the  Lord  for  it!  Oh,  what  cries  have  been  in  my  heart 
many  years  concerning  you,  O  ye  professors  of  all  sorts  who 
have  had  any  tenderness  towards  the  Lord !  that  ye  might 
see  and  know  the  Lord  Christ;  and  confess  him  in  Spirit, 
in  the  mystery,  even  in  his  inward  appearance  in  the  heart, 
and  might  feel  his  redeeming  power  and  virtue  there,  and 
so  be  brought  into  union  and  fellowship  with  him  I 


The  Conclusion  of  the  First  Part. 

There  is  a  precious  promise  of  God's  making  a  feast  of 
fat  things  on  his  holy  mountain,  and  of  destroying  there 
the  face  of  the  covering,  cast  over  all  people,  and  the  veil 
that  is  spread  overall  nations.  Isaiah  xxv.  6,  7.  Xow,  what 
is  this  mountain?  Was  there  not  a  Mount  Ziou  under  the 
law,  which  was  figurative?  and  is  there  not  a  Mount  Zion 
un^er  the  gospel,  which  is  the  substance  of  that  figure  ?  and 
did  not  the  Christians  in  the  apostles'  days,  who  were  called 
of  God  and  sanctified,  come  to  this  Mount  Ziou,  and  the 
city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  where  they 
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had  fellowship  with  God  the  Jadge  of  all,  and  with  Jesus  the 
Mediator  of  the  new  coveuant,  &c.  ?  Heh.  xii.  22,  24.  And 
was  not  the  veil  here  done  away  in  him  who  was  their  Lord, 
their  light,  their  life,  their  strength,  their  sun  of  righteous- 
ness, their  bright  and  morning  star?  so  that  with  open  face 
they  conld^behold  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  and  were  changed 
thereby  into  his  heavenly  image,  from  glory  to  glory.  2  Cor. 
iii.  18. 

But  alas,  how  hath  that  life,  Spirit,  and  power  been  lost, 
since  the  da^'s  of  the  apostles  !  Men  have  still  owned  the 
apostles'  words,  and  formed  many  notions  and  apprehensions 
out  of  the  letter,  but  lost  the  apostles'  spirit,  lost  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  holy  mountain,  where  the  veil  is  taken  away, 
and  where  the  feast  of  fat  things  is  made ;  and  so  are  only 
dreaming  about  eating  and  drinking  spiritually,  but  know 
not  what  it  is  to  feed  on  the  living  substance.  And  so  (be- 
ing ignorant  of  that)  the  veil  is  over  their  hearts  while  they 
read  the  prophets*  words,  and  Christ's  and  his  apostles' 
words ;  and  the  mystery  of  life,  and  of  the  redeeming  power, 
is  hid  from  their  eyes :  and  that  which  God  intended  to 
them  for  a  table,  is  become  their  snare  (as  it  was  with  the 
Jews) ;  and  their  back  is  so  bowed  down  under  the  loads 
and  burdens  of  the  enemy,  that  they  cannot  so  much  as 
hope  or  believe  in  the  power  of  life  for  redemption  there- 
from, but  conclude  it  must  necessarily  be  so  with  them  all 
their  days. 

Oh !  where  is  the  faith  that  gives  victory  over  the  ene- 
mies ?  Where  is  the  ability  in  the  faith,  so  to  resist  him 
as  to  make  him  fly  ?  Where  is  Satan's  falling  like  lightning 
(Oh,  his  strength  before  the  power  of  the  Lord  is  but  a 
flash !),  and  the  God  of  peace  his  treading  him  under  the  feet 
of  his  saints?  Oh!  where  is  that  truth,  or  that  knowledge 
of  the  Son,  which  makes  free  from  him  ?  (John  viii.  82, 36.) 
Where  is  that  Spirit  wherein  liberty  from  his  power  and 
snares  is  felt?  2  Cor.  iii.  17.  Where  is  living  in  the  Spirit, 
and  walking  in  the  Spirit,  and  in  the  pure  light  of  the  Lord, 
where  he  cannot  come?  Where  is  reading  of  the  Scriptures 
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in  that  which  gives  to  witness  them,  and  which  fulfils  them 
in  the  heart  ? 

Oh,  the  mystery  of  godliness,  the  power  of  godliness, 
where  the  life  is  revealed,  and  the  veil  t-aken  away,  and  an 
understanding  given,  opened,  and  kept  open,  to  read  and 
understand  the  Scriptures  aright;  yea,  and  the  hidden  glory 
alsoj  AVherc  it  cannpt  be  said  in  truth  to  those  that  are 
there.  Ye  know  not  the  Scriptures,  nor  the  power  of  God ; 
but.  Ye  have  received  pawer  to  become  sons  of  God,  and  ye 
are  in  him  that  is  true;  who  truly  opens  the  Scriptures  in 
your  hearts,  and  gives  you  the  enjoyment,  inheritance,  and 
possession  of  the  precious  promises,  whereby  ye  are  made 
partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  and  live  in  him  who  is  the 
head  and  spring  of  that  nature.  Oh  that  people  that  pro- 
fess Christ  were  here!  Oh  that  they  did  know  him  who  be- 
gets! and  then  they  would  not  be  so  ignorant  of  those  that 
are  begotten  by  him;  but  would  come  into  the  true  faith, 
into  the  true  love,  into  the  true  knowledge  and  obedience 
of  him,  whom  God  hath  appointed  to  guide  and  govern, 
and  build  up  the  whole  living  body.  The  Lord  guide  me 
inw^ardly  thither,  where  the  mystery  is  revealed,  and  the 
fellowship  with  God,  and  his  Son  and  saints,  held  in  the 
mysteiy !  For  our  fellowship  is  not  in  a  notional  knowl- 
edge concerning  Christ,  but  in  the  life  itself;  which  the 
Lord  God  gather  his  people  more  and  more  into,  and  build 
them  more  and  more  up  in.     Amen. 


A  BRIEF  ACCOUNT  COXCERKIXG  THE  PEOPLE 
CALLED  QUAKERS. 

We  are  a  people  of  God's  gathering,  who  (many  of  us)  had 
long  waited  for  his  Appearance,  and  had  undergone  great 
Distress  for  want  thereof. 

Quest.  But  some  say,  What  appearance  of  the  great  God 
and  Saviour  did  ye  want? 

Ans.  We  wanted  the  presence  and  power  of  his  Spirit  to 
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be  inwardly  manifested  in  our  spirits.  We  had  (as  I  may 
say)  what  we  could  gather  from  the  letter,  and  endeavoured 
to  practise  what  we  could  read  in  the  letter ;  but  we  wanted 
the  power  from  on  high,  we  wanted  life,  we  wanted  the 
presence  and  fellowship  of  our  beloved;  we  wanted  the 
knowledge  of  the  heavenly  seed  and  kingdom,  and  an  en- 
trance into  it,  and  the  holy  dominion  ^nd  reign  of  the  ^ord 
of  life  over  the  flesh,  over  sin  and  death  in  us. 

Quest.  How  did  God  appear  to  jwu  ? 

Ans.  The  Sun  of  righteousness  did  arise  in  us,  the  day 
spring  from  on  high,  the  morning-star  did  visit  us,  inso- 
much that  we  did  as  really  see  and  feel  the  light  and  bright- 
ness of  the  inward  day  in  our  spirits,  as  ever  we  felt  the 
darkness  of  the  inward  night. 

Quest.  How  did  God  gather.you  ? 

Ans.  By  the  voice  of  his  Son,  by  the  arm  of  his  Son,  \>y 
the  virtue  of  his  Son's  light  and  life  inwardly  revealed  and 
working  in  our  hearts.  This  loosed  us  inwardly  from  the 
darkness,  from  the  bonds  of  sin  and  iniquity,  from  the 
power  of  the  captiver  and  destroyer,  and  turned  our  minds 
inwardly  towards  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  to  mind  his  in- 
ward appearance,  his  inward  shiuings,  his  inward  quicken* 
ings;  all  which  were  fresh  fix)m  God,  and  full  of  virtue. 
And  as  we  came  to  be  sensible  of  them,  join  to  them,  re- 
ceive and  give  up  to  them,  we  came  to  partake  of  their  vir- 
tue, and  to  witness  the  rescuing  and  redeeming  of  our  souls 
tliereby.  So  that  by  hearing  the  Son's  voice,  and  following 
him,  we  came  to  find  him  the  way  to  the  Father,  and  to  be 
gathered  home  by  him  to  the  Father's  house,  where  i* 
bread  enough,  and  mansions  of  rest  and  peace  for  all  the^ 
children  of  the  Most  High. 

Now  as  touching  the  blessed  principle  of  truth,  which  we^ 
have  had  experience  of,  and  testify  to  (for  how  can  we  con — 
ceal  so  rich  a  treasure,  and  be  faithful  to  God,  or  bear  tru^^ 
good-will  to  men !),  it  is  no  new  thing  in  itself,  though  o^ 
late  more  clearly  revealed,  and  the  minds  of  men  mor^ 
clearly  directed  and  guided  to  it,  than  in  former  ages.  It 
is  no  other  than  that  which  Christ  himself  abundantiv 
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preached,  who  preached  the  kingdom,  who  preached  the 
truth  which  makes  free,  and  that  under  many  parables  and 
resemblances;  sometimes  of  a  little  seed,  sometimes  of  a 
pearl  or  hid  treasure,  sometimes  of  a  leaven  or  salt,  some- 
times of  a  lost  piece  of  silver,  &c.  Now  what  is  this,  and 
where  is  this  to  be  found?  What  is  this  which  is  like  a  little 
seed,  a  pearl,  &;c.,  and  where  is  it  to  be  found  7  What  is  the 
field?  Is  it  not  the  world,  and  is  not  the  world  set  in  man's 
heart?  What  is  the  house  which  is  to  be  swept,  and  the 
candle  lighted  in?  Is  it  not  that  house,  or  heart,  where  the 
many  enemies  are  ?  A  man's  enemies,  saith  Christ,  are  those 
of  his  own  house.  Indeed  the  testimony  concerning  this 
was  precious  to  us;  but  the  finding  and  experiencing  the 
thing  testified  of  to  be  according  to  the  testimony,  was 
much  more.  .  And  this  we  say  in  perfect  truth  of  heart,  and 
in  most  tender  love  to  the  souls  of  people,  that  whoever 
tries,  shall  find  this  little  thing,  this  little  seed  of  the  king- 
dom, to  be  a  kingdom,  to  be  a  pearl,  to  be  heavenly  treas- 
ure, to  be  the  leaven  of  life,  leavening  the  heart  with  life, 
and  with  the  most  precious  oil  and  ointment  of  healing  and 
salvation.  So  that  we  testify  to  no  new  thing,  but  to  the 
truth  and  grace  which  was  from  the  beginning;  which  was 
always  in  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  dis- 
pensed by  him  in  all  ages  and  generations,  whereby  he 
quickened,  renewed,  and  changed  the  heart  of  the  true  be- 
lievers in  his  inward  and  spiritual  appearance  in  them, 
thereby  destroying  the  enemies  of  their  own  house,  and  sav- 
ing  them  from  them.  For  indeed  there  is  no  saving  the 
creature,  without  destroying  that  in  the  creature,  which 
brings  spiritual  death  and  destruction  upon  it.  Israel  of 
old  was  saved  by  the  destroying  of  their  outward  enemies; 
and  Israel  now  (the  new  Israel,  the  inward  Israel)  is  saved 
by  the  destruction  of  their  inward  enemies.  Oh !  that  peo- 
ple could  come  out  of  their  own  wisdom,  and  wait  for 
God's  wisdom,  that  in  it  they  might  come  to  see  the  glory, 
the  excellency,  the  exceeding  rich  virtue  aud  treasures  of 
life,  that  are  wrapped  up  in  this  principle  or  seed  of  life ; 

Vol.  in.— 38 
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and  so  tniglit  receive  it,  ^ive  up  to  it,  aud  come  to  partake 
thereof. 

And  as  touching  doctrines,  we  have  no  new  doctrines  to 
hold  forth.     The  doctrines  held  forth  in  the  holy  Scriptures 
are  the  doctrines  that  we  believe.    And  this  doth  ftirther 
seal  to  us  our  belief  of  this  principle,  because  we  find  it  a 
key  by  which  God  openeth  the  Scriptures  to  us,  and  giveth 
us  the  living  sense  and  evidence  of  them  in  our  hearts.  We 
see,  and  have  felt  in  it  to  whom  the  curse  and  wrath  belong; 
and  to  whom  the  love,  mercy,  peace,  blessings,  and  precious 
promises  belong;  and  have  been  led  by  God's  Holy  Spirit 
and  power  through  the  judgments  to  the  mercy,  and  to  the 
partaking  of  the  precious  promises.     So  that  what  should 
we  publish  any  new  faith,  or  any  new  doctrines  for?  Indeed 
we  have  none  to  publish;  but  all  our  aim  is  to  bring  men 
to  the  ancient  principle  of  truth,  and  to  the  right  under- 
standing and  practice  of  the  ancient,  apostolic  doctrine  and 
holy  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints.    Head  notions  do 
but  cause  disputes ;  but  heart  knowledge,  heart  experience, 
sense  of  the  living  power  of  God  inwardly,  the  evidence 
and  demonstration  of  his  Spirit  in  the  inward  parts,  puts  an 
end  to  disputes,  and  puts  men  upon  the  inward  travel  and 
exercise  of  spirit  by  that  which  is  new  and  living,  which 
avails  with  God.    Now  whereas  many  are  offended  at  u^ 
because  we  do  not  more  preach  doctrinal  points,  or  the  his- 
tory of  Christ,  as  touching  his  death,  resurrection,  ascen- 
sion, &c. ;  but  our  declaration  and  testimony  is  chiefly  con- 
cerning a  principle,  to  direct  and  guide  men's  minds  thereto; 
to  give  a  plain  account  of  this  thing,  as  it  pleaseth  the  Lord 
to  open  my  heart  at  this  time  in  love  and  good  will  to  sat- 
isfy and  remove  prejudices  where  it  may  be;  thus  it  is  in 
brief: 

First,  That  which  God  hath  given  us  the  experience  of 
(after  our  great  loss  in  the  literal  knowledge  of  things),  and 
that  which  he  hath  given  us  to  testify  of,  is  the  mysterj', 
the  hidden  life,  the  inward  and  spiritual  appearance  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  revealing  his  power  in* 
wardly,  destroying  enemies  inwardly,  and  working  his  work 
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iawardly  in  the  heart.  Oh,  this  was  the  joyful  sound  to  our 
souls,  even  the  tidings  of  the  arising  of  that  inward  life  and 
power  which  could  do  this  1  Xow  this  spiritual  appearance 
of  his  was  after  his  appearance  in  the  flesh,  and  is  the  stand- 
ing and  lasting  dispensation  of  tlie  gospel,  even  the  appear- 
ance of  Christ  in  his  Spirit  and  power  inwardly  in  the  hearts 
of  his.  So  tlij^t  in  minding  this,  and  being  faithful  in  this 
respect,  we  mind  our  peculiar  work,  and  are  faithful  in  that 
which  God  hath  peculiarly  called  us  to,  and  requireth  of  us. 

Secondly,  There  is  not  that  need  of  publishing  the  other 
as  formerly  was.  The  historical  relation  concerning  Christ 
is  generally  believed  and  received  by  all  sorts  that  pretend 
to  Christianity.  His  death,  his  miracles,  his  rising,  his  as- 
cending, his  interceding,  &c.  is  generally  believed  by  all 
people;  but  the  mystery  they  miss  of,  the  hidden  life  they 
are  not  acquainted  with,  but  alienated  from  the  life  of  God, 
in  the  midst  of  their  literal  owning  and  acknowledging  of 
these  things. 

Thirdly,  The  knowledge  of  these,  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  mysteiy,  is  not  sufficient  to  bring  them  unto 
God;  for  ;3iany  set  up  that  which  they  gather  and  compre- 
hend from  the  relation  concerning  the  thing,  instead  of  the 
thing  itself,  and  so  never  come  to  a  sense  of  their  need  of 
the  thing  itself,  nay,  not  so  far  as  rightly  to  seek  after  it. 
And  so  many  are  builders,  and  many  are  built  up  very  high 
in  religion,  in  a  way  of  notion  and  practice,  without  ac-  . 
quaintance  with  the  rock  of  ages,  without  the  true  knowl- 
edge and  understanding  of  the  foundation  and  corner-stone. 
My  meaning  is,  they  have  a  notion  of  Christ  to  bo  the  rock, 
a  notion  of  him  to  be  the  foundation-stone ;  but  never  come 
livingly  to  feel  him  the  rock,  to  feel  him  the  foundation- 
stone,  inwardly  Idid  in  their  hearts,  and  themselves  made  liv- 
ing stones  in  him,  and  built  upon  him,  the  main  and  funda- 
mental stone.  Where  is  this  to  be  felt  but  within?  And 
they  that  feel  this  within,  do  they  not  feel  Christ  within? 
And  can  any  that  feel  him  within,  deny  him  to  be  within, 
the  strength  of  life,  the  hope  of  glory  ?  Well,  it  is  true  once 
again  (spiritually  now,  as  well  as  formerly  literally)  "the 
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etone  which  the  builders  refased"  (Christ  within,  the  build- 
ers of  this  age  refuse)  ^4s  become  the  head  of  the  comer," 
who  knits  together  his  sanctified  body,  his  living  body,  the 
church,  in  this  our  day,  more  gloriously  than  in  the  former 
ages  and  generations,  blessed  be  the  name  of  onr  Gk>d. 

Fourthly,  The  mystery,  the  hidden  life,  the  appearance 
of  Christ  in  Spirit,  comprehends  the  other:  and  the  other 
is  not  lost  or  denied,  but  found  in  it,  and  there  discerned  or 
acknowledged  more  clearly  and  abundantly.  It  was  to  be 
after  it,  and  comprehends  that  which  went  before  it.  Paul 
did  not  lose  any  thing  of  the  excellent  knowledge  of  Christ, 
when  he  said,  ^*  Henceforth  know  we  no  man  after  the  fiesli; 
yea,  though  we  have  known  Christ  after  the  flesh,  yet  hence- 
forth know  we  him  no  more."  If  he  did  not  know  Christ 
after  the  flesh,  how  did  he  know  him?  Why,  as  the  Father 
inwardly  revealed  him.  He  knew  him  in  his  Spirit  and 
power.  He  knew  his  death  inwardly,  he  knew  his  resur- 
rection inwardly,  he  knew  the  Spirit,  the  virtue,  the  power 
of  it  inwardly ;  he  knew  the  thing  in  the  mystery  in  his 
own  heart.  Oh,  precious  knowledge!  Oh,  the  excellency 
of  this  knowledge  of  my  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ! 
What  is  the  outwardly  most  exact  literal  knowledge  with- 
out this?  But  what  then?  Do  I  now  deny  or  slight  the  out- 
ward? No;  I  have  it  here,  and  I  have  the  inward  feeling  of 
the  Spirit  of  life,  how  it  dwelt  in  him,  how  it  wrought  in 
him,  and  of  what  wonderful  value  all  his  actions  and  obe- 
dience were,  in  and  through  the  virtue  of  this  Spirit.  Was 
Abraham's  offering  his  son  so  precious  in  God's  eye?  Oh, 
then  what  is  this !  Never  was  such  a  body  so  sanctified,  so 
prepared;  never  such  a  sacrifice  offered.  Oh,  the  infinite 
worth  and  value  of  it  I  For  by  the  inward  life  and  teach- 
ings of  God's  Spirit,  am  I  taught  and  mSde  able  to  value 
that  glorious  outward  appearance  and  manifestation  of  the 
life  and  power  of  God  in  that  heavenly  flesh  (as  in  my  heart 
I  have  often  called  it),  for  the  life  so  dwelt  in  it,  that  it 
was  even  one  with  it  Yet  still  it  was  a  veil,  and  the  mys- 
tery was  the  thing;  and  the  eye  of  life  looks  through  the 
veil  into  the  mystery,  and  passes  through  it,  as  I  may  say, 
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as  to  the  otitward,  that  it  may  behold  its  glory  in  the  in- 
ward. And  here  the  flesh  of  Christ,  the  veil,  is  not  lost, 
but  is  found  and  known  in  its  glory  in  the  inward.*  Be  not 
offended  at  me,  O  tender-hearted  reader!  for  I  write  in  love 
things  true,  according  to  the  inward  feeling  and  demonstra- 
tion of  God's  Spirit,  though  not  easy  perhaps  to  be  under- 
stood at  present  by  thee;  but  in  due  time  the  Lord  can 
make  them  manifest  to  thee,  if  thou  in  uprightness  and  ten- 
derness of  heart,  and  in  the  silence  of  the  fleshly  part,  wait 
upon  him. 

A  FEW  WORDS  CONCERNING  THE  WaT  OF  PeACE. 

"The  way  of  peace  they  have  not  known."  Rom.  iii.  17. 

There  is  a  way  of  peace,  of  true  peace  with  God,  who  is 
an  adversary  to  all  that  is  unholy  and  unrighteous.  Those 
who  have  been  unholy  and  unrighteous,  who  have  been 
awakened,  troubled,  and  could  find  no  rest,  but  the  severe 
and  righteous  judgments  and  wrath  of  the  Lord  lying  upon 
their  spirits  night  and  day,  having  at  length  had  their  ears 
opened  by  him,  and  being  led  by  him  out  of  the  unholy 
and  unrighteous  way,  into  the  holy  and  righteous  way,  have 
felt  both  life  and  peace  therein. 

Now,  there  are  two  sorts  which  the  apostle  here  mentions 
(or  two  states,  which  the  apostle  here  speaks  of),  which  have 
not  known,  nor  can  know,  the  way  of  peace  with  God,  who 
is  an  adversary  to  them  both,  and  will  one  day  speak  trouble 
to  them  both,  when  their  souls  and  consciences  come  to  be 
searched  and  judged  by  him. 

The  one  is  the  profane,  or  Gentile  state,  which  is  without 
the  sense  of  God,  not  heeding  any  appearance  of  his,  or  any 
inward  voice  of  his  Spirit^  or  the  writing  of  his  law  upon 
their  heart.  These  never  knew  the  way  wherein  the  heart 
is  inwardly  and  spiritually  circumcised  and  renewed,  sin 
forgiven,  and  peace  obtained. 

The  other  is  the  professing  or  outward  Jew's  state,  who 
may  study  the  letter,  and  apply  themselves  to  conform  out- 
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wardly  to  the  letter,  bnt  never  were  aeqnainted  witib  the  in- 
ward Spirit  and  power.  These  greatly  differ  from  the  Gen- 
tile ,or  profane  state,  both  in  ontward  appearance,  and  in 
their  own  eye;  but  are  the  same  in  the  ground  with  the 
Oentiles,  and  know  no  more  of  the  way  of  peace  than  the 
other  do. 

Quest.  But  what  is  the  way  of  peace,  which  neither  the 
profane,  nor  any  sort  of  professors  out  of  the  life  and  power, 
ever  knew,  or  can  know? 

Ans.  It  is  an  inward  way,  a  way  for  the  inward  Jews,  for 
the  inwardly  renewed  and  circumcised  to  walk  in.  It  is  a 
holy  or  sanctified  way,  for  the  sanctified  ones  to  walk  in.  It 
is  a  living  way,  which  none  but  the  living  can  find.  It  is  a 
new  way,  which  none  but  those  to  whom  Gk)d  hath  given  the 
new  eye  can  see.  It  is  a  way  that  God  prepares  and  casts 
up,  and  leads  men's  spirits  into  (who  hearken  unto  him), 
and  guides  the  feet  of  his  saints  in.  It  is  a  stndt  and  nar- 
row way,  which  no  lust  of  the  flesh,  nor  wisdom  of  the  flesh 
can  find  out,  or  enter  into.  Oh,  how  little,  how  low,  how 
poor^  how  empty,  how  naked,  must  he  be,  that  enters  into 
this  way,  and  walks  therein !  Many  may  seek  after  it,  and 
may  think  to  find  it,  and  walk  in  it;  but  few  shall  be  able, 
as  our  Lord  Christ  said.  Here  circumcision  outward  avails 
not;  here  want  of  that  circumcision  hinders  not;  here  bod- 
ily exercise  profits  little.  The  new  creature  is  all  here;  the 
cross  of  Christ  is  all  here;  the  power  of  God  is  all  here; 
and  he  that  walks  according  to  this  rule,  peace  is  upon  him, 
and  the  whole  Israel  of  God.  But  he  that  knows  not  this 
rule,  nor  walks  according  to  this  rule,  peace  is  not  upon 
him,  nor  is  he  one  of  the  inward  Israel  of  God,  who  receive 
power  to  become  sons,  who  receive  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of 
life  in  Christ  Jesus,  which  is  the  inward  rule  of  the  inward 
Israel. 

This  was  the  way  of  peace  from  the  beginning;  this  is  the 
way  of  peace  still ;  and  there  is  not  another.  To  be  new 
created  in  Christ  Jesus,  to  be  ingrafted  into  him,  to  abide 
in  him,  to  have  the  circumcision  of  the  flesh  (the  body  of 
the  sins  of  the  flesh  cut  oft')  by  the  circumcision  of  Christ 
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(made  inwardly  in  the  heart  withont  hands),  and  to  walk 
iiot  after  the  flesh,  bat  after  the  Spirit,  even  in  the  newness 
of  the  Spirit,  here  is  life  and  x>^ace,  reet  and  joy  for  ever> 
more.  The  Lord  of  his  tender  mercy  give  men  a  sense  of  it, 
and  lead  men  into  it  more  and  more.    Amen. 


THE  CONCLUSION  OF  THE  WHOLE. 

There  is  a  birth  which  is  born,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the 
will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God.  John  i. 
18.  And  this  birth,  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  is  Spirit. 
chap.  iii.  6,  Now  this  birth,  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit, 
and  is  Spirit,  hath  a  life  and  way  of  knowledge  suitable  to 
its  nature  and  being ;  which  is  very  tar  above  man.  Its  life 
is  in  the  Spirit,  and  its  walking  in  the  Spirit,  and  its  knowl- 
edge is  after  the  way  of  the  Spirit,  very  far  above  man's  way 
of  conceiving  or  comprehending.  The  birth  itself  is  a  mys- 
tery to  man,  and  its  way  of  knowing  is  a  way  altoget|^er 
hid  from  man.  It  is  indeed  in  the  evidence  and  demonstra- 
tion of  God's  Spirit,  in  the  shinings  of  bis  light  in  the  heart  : 
**In  thy  light  shall  we  see  light."  The  birth  knows  what 
this  means.  There  is  a  wise  and  prudent  part  in  man,  from 
which  God  hides  the  sight  of  his  kingdom,  and  the  heav- 
enly glory  thereof;  but  there  is  a  babe  to  whi  3h  God  re- 
veals the  mystery  thereof.  Flesh  and  blood  cannot  reveal ; 
bnt  the  Father  can  and  doth  to  his  children,  who  is  the 
teacher  of  them  all,  from  the  least  to  the  greatest,  in  the 
new  and  living  covenant.  There  is  man's  day,  and  there  is* 
God's  day.  There  is  man's  day  of  gatheriug  knowledge, 
after  his  fleshly  manner  of  comprehending;  and  there  is 
God's  day  of  giving  knowledge,  by  the  shinings  of  the  light 
of  his  own  eternal  Spirit.  In  man's  day,  how  doth  wise  and 
prudent  man  beat  his  brains,  and  labor  in  the  fire  for  very 
vanity !  But  in  God's  day,  how  doth  the  knowledge  of  the 
Lord  cover  the  earth,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea !    Whea 
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the  day-eprin^  from  on  lugfa  visito  inwardly,  when  the  Loid 
lightetii  the  candle  inwardly,  oh,  how  clear  is  the  Jmowledge 
of  the  Lord,  and  how  doth  it  abound  then !  Oh,  what  a  dif- 
ference there  is  between  man's  apprehensions  and  conoeiT* 
ings  concerning  Christ,  and  God's  revealing  him  inwaidly; 
and  between  man's  coming  to  Christ  according  to  his  own 
apprehensions,  and  bis  coming  to  Christ  in  the  heavenly 
drawings  and  teachings  of  the  Father !  John  vi.  45.  Ob  that 
the  begettings  of  4ife  and  the  birth  thereof  were  felt  in  men's 
hearts,  that  in  it  men  might  know  the  day  of  Qod,  and  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  the  treasures  of  wisdom  which  are 
hid  in  Christ,  and  will  ever  be  so,  but  as  Christ  is  inwardly 
revealed  and  formed  in  the  heart !  Many  may  have  notions 
of  Christ  being  formed  in  them:  ah!  but  to  feel  it  in- 
wardly !  there  is  the  sweetness,  there  is  the  assurance,  there 
is  the  life,  there  is  the  peace,  there  is  the  righteousness  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  there  is  the  joy  of  the  trae 
Christian  for  ever.  Come,  oh !  come,  all  sorts  of  tender  pro- 
fessors, out  of  yourselves,  into  God's  Spirit,  into  God's 
truth,  that  ye  may  know  what  it  is  to  be  in  the  Spirit,  and 
in  the  truth,  and  what  it  is  to  live  there,  and  to  know  things 
there,  and  to  worship  there,  and  to  have  fellowship  with 
the  Father  and  Son  there.  The  poor  receive  the  gospel,  the 
poor  receive  the  kingdom,  the  poor  receive  the  power,  the 
poor  receive  the  righteousness  and  salvation  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  Ye  are  too  rich  in  your  comprehensions  and 
gathered  knowledge  from  your  own  literal  conceivings,  to 
learn  to  wait  aright,  to  receive  of  him  his  gold,  his  raiment, 
and  his  eye-salve.  What  pleasure  is  it  to  us  to  testify 
against  you?  Were  it  not  for  obedience  to  our  God,  and 
love  to  your  souls,  we  would  never  do  it  We  are  content 
and  satistied  to  be  of  the  little,  despised  flock,  which  the 
Shepherd  feeds,  giving  to  every  one  his  proportion  of  daily 
nourishment,  life,  peace,  righteousness,  and  joy.  It  is  our 
love  to  you  that  we  would  not  have  you  lay  out  your  money 
for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  your  labor  for  that  which 
will  not  satisfy  the  truly  hungry  and  awakened  soul,  but 
might  come  to  feed  on  substance,  on  the  life  itself,  on  tb# 
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sweetness  and  fisitness  of  God's  house,  where  nothing  that 
any  of  his  children  can  need  or  long  after  is  wanting.  Oh 
that  ye  had  the  sense  of  our  love!  Kye  had  the  true  un- 
derstanding and  sense  of  God's  love,  ye  could  not  but  have 
a  sense  of  our  love  also;  for  it  comes  from  him,  and  it  flows 
towards  you  in  his  will  and  tender  movings.  Do  ye  love 
God?  Are  your  hearts  circumcised  to  love  God-?  If  not, 
ye  do  not  truly  love.  And  if  ye  loved  him  that  begets,  ye 
would  love  them  that  are  begotten  by  him.  Your  love  is  to 
your  own  notions  and  apprehensions  of  God,  not  to  his 
nature;  for  if  ye  loved  his  nature  (that  holy,  heavenly,  erpir- 
itual  nature  as  it  is  in  him),  ye  could  not  but  love  it  in  his 
children  also.  Well,  our  God  is  love,  and  taught  us  to  love 
even  our  enemies,  and  to  wrestle  with  our  God  for  them, 
that,  if  it  be  possible,  the  Lord  may  remove  the  scales  from 
their  eyes,  and  give  them  repentance  to  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  where  it  is  more  living 
and  powerful,  more  eflfectual  and  operative  (inwardly  puri- 
fying, sanctifying,  yea,  and  justifying  also),  than  any  but 
those  only  that  are  bom  of  God,  and  kept  alive  by  him,  yet 
ever  knew,  or  can  know. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Containing  a  few  Words  concerning  the  Doings  and  Suf- 
ferings of  that  despised  People  called  Quakers,  which  are 
both  misunderstood  and  misrepresented  by  many:  with  an 
Exhortation  to  true  Christianity. 

First,  their  doings  are  looked  upon  by  many  to  be  from 
a  natural  principle,  and  according  to  the  covenant  of  works, 
and  not  from  the  free  grace  and  gift  of  God's  Spirit. 

Kow  concerning  this  I  can  speak  somewhat  faithfully,  as 
having  been  long  experienced  in  the  principle,  and  as  hav- 
ing had  experience  of  the  grace  and  tender  mercy  of  the 
Cord  from  my  childhood.    And  indeed  thus  it  hath  been 
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with  me  from  pay  childhood;  whatever  hadi  been  done  in 
me,  or  by  me,  that  was  good,  I  have  felt  to  be  firom  Grod's 
grace  and  mercy  to  me,  and  have  cried  grace,  grace,  mere\% 
mercy,  to  the  Lord  continaally  therefor.  And  when  I 
was  turned  to  his  troth  in  the  inward  parts,  I  tband  it  was 
God's  grace  and  tender  love  to  me  to  turn  me  to  it,  and  to 
preserve  me,  being  turned;  and  to  cause  it  to  spring  in  me 
day  by  day,  and  to  give  me  ability  through  it  Ah !  none 
knows,  but  they  that  have  had  experience,  how  we  have 
been  weakened  in  the  natural  part ;  how  poor  we  have  been 
made,  that  we  might  receive  the  gospel,  and  how  poor  in 
ourselves  we  are  kept,  that  we  might  enjoy  the  riches  and 
inheritance  of  the  kingdom.  And  this  we  daily  experience, 
that  not  by  the  works  of  righteousness  which  we  liad  done, 
but  according  to  his  mercy  he  saved  us,  and  doth  daily  save 
us,  by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  the  renewing  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Yea,  God's  writing  his  law  in  our  hearts,  and 
placing  his  fear  there,  and  putting  his  Spirit  within  us,  to 
enligliten  and  quicken,  and  cause  us  to  walk  in  his  ways, 
and  to  keep  his  statutes  and  judgments,  and  to  do  them, 
and  all  the  mortifying  of  sin,  and  denying  of  the  lusts  of 
the  flesh,  and  performing  that  which  is  holy  and  acceptable 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  (as  all  that  proceeds  from  his  own 
Holy  Spirit  is), — ^all  this  is  of  the  new  covenant,  and  per- 
formed by  the  working  thereof,  and  not  by  the  working  of 
the  natural  part  of  itself,  but  by  the  working  of  the  Spirit 
of  life  in  the  new  birth,  and  through  the  natural  part  as  his 
instrument.  So  let  none  reproach  the  works  that  God 
brings  forth  in  us,  who  hath  created  us  anew  in  Christ  Je- 
sus unto  good  works,  lest  thereby  he  reproach  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  power  of  the  living  God,  in  which  they  are 
wrought,  and  by  which  they  are  brought  forth,  and  could 
never  be  brought  foi-th  without  it 

Then  for  our  sufterings,  indeed  they  are  gifts  we  receive 
from  God ;  so  that  we  can  truly  say,  it  is  given  us  by  the 
Lord  our  God  not  only  to  believe  in  his  Son,  but  to  au^r 
for  his  sake ;  and  that  it  is  only  in  good  conscience  to  Gk>d, 
and  by  the  aissistance  of  the  Lord,  that  we  suifer;  that  the 
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patience  and  meekiiesa  wheremth  we  suffer,  is  not  of  our- 
selves, but  of  him.  Whenever  the  Lord  permits  afflictions 
or  sufferings  to  come  upon  us,  our  eye  is  to  him,  and  we 
enter  into  them  in  his  fear,  knowing  our  own  inability  to 
go  through  them,  and  looking  up  to  him  for  strength.  And 
when  we  are  in  them,  while  they  continue,  we  daily  look 
up  to  him  for  strength,  and  have  been,  many  times,  very 
weak  in  ourselves,  when  immediately  or  very  soon  after,  we 
have  felt  great  strength  in  the  Lord.  Also  after  our  suffer- 
ings, when  the.  Lord  hath  been  with  us  all  along,  and 
brought  us  through  our  sufferings  in  the  peace  and  joy  of 
his  Spirit,  we  do  not  look  back  boastingly,  as  if  we  had 
been  any  thing,  or  done  any  thing  as  of  ourselves ;  but  we 
bow  before  the  Lord,  and  bless  the  Lord,  when  we  consider 
how  he  hath  been  with  us,  and  how  he  hath  upheld  us  by 
the  right-hand  of  his  righteousness;  and  what  he  hath  done 
for  us  when  we  were  very  poor,  weak,  afflicted,  and  often 
sorely  distressed.  Therefore  let  none  reproach,  misrepresent, 
or  vilify  our  sufferings,  which  our  God  hath  helped  us 
through,  and  for  which  we,  in  humility  of  heart,  give  him 
thanks,  and  cannot  but  do  so  all  our  days,  because  the 
thankful  remembrance  and  sense  of  them  is  written  by  the 
finger  of  his  Spirit  upon  our  hearts.  Oh !  all  sorts  of  peo- 
ple, whom  we  love  and  travail  for,  and  use  our  interest  in 
the  Lord  our  God  for,  that  ye  might  be  truly  sensible  of 
your  conditions,  know  the  inward  appearance  and  visits  of 
the  Shepherd  and  Saviour  of  the  soul,  turn  to  him  (looking 
in  true  faith  unto  him),  and  be  saved !  I  say  unto  you,  in 
tenderness  of  spirit,  oh !  do  not  requite  us  so  ill  for  our  love 
and  truth  of  heart  towards  you,  as  to  cast  untrue  and  unjust 
reproaches  upon  us,  and  to  render  that  truth  vile  which 
God  hath  made  honorable,  in  sanctifying  and  redeeming 
many  thereby.  Truly  our  love  is  from  the  God  of  love.  We 
oould  not  so  love  you  as  we  do,  if  our  God  had  not  taught 
us ;  nor  so  seek  after  you  as  we  do,  in  tenderness  of  bowels, 
if  we  were  not  instruments  in  the  hand  of  the  Shepherd  of 
Israel.  And  the  light  we  testify  of,  which  we  feel  shine  in 
us,  it  is  no  less  than  the  true,  sure  light  of  the  Sun  of  right- 
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eoiiBtiess,  which  Gk>d  hath  caused  to  shine,  in  oar  hearts; 
who  also  loveth  mankind,  and  canseth  it  to  glance  into  the 
darkest  comers  of  the  earth.  And  the  life  we  are  quickened 
by  out  of  sin  and  transgresrion,  and  the  power  we  have  re- 
ceived to  become  sons  of  Ood, — ^it  is  from  him  who  is  the 
fountain  of  life,  and  hath  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth. 
Oh  that  ye  could  receive  the  blessed  report!  Oh  that  the 
arm  of  the  Lord  might  be  revealed  in  you !  Oh  that  ye 
could  feel  and  witness  the  Saviour  working  out  your  salva- 
tion in  you,  binding  the  strong  man  in  you„casting  him  oat 
of  you,  with  all  his  goods  after  him,  that  the  place  of  the 
wicked  one  might  be  found  no  more  in  you,  nor  none  of  his 
lusts  or  vain  thoughts  lodge  in  your  hearts  any  more;  but 
ye  might  witness  and  experience  the  new  heart,  the  clean 
heart,  the  pure  heart,  in  which  God  dwells,  and  the  eye  that 
sees  him  that  ih  invisible.  Oh !  glory  to  the  Lord  for  what 
he  hath  done  in  and  for  a  despised  people  (who  were  no 
people  before  the  Lord  made  them  one),  who  hath  brought 
them  to  Zion,  his  holy  mountain,  where  he  dwells  and 
reigns,  and  where  he  builds  up  his  own  house  and  temple, 
which  he  establisheth  over  all ;  where  the  sheep  of  Israel 
feed,  and  where  the  Shepherd  of  Israel  reigns  and  triumphs 
in  glory  over  the  enemies  of  his  kingdom.  The  little,  inno- 
cent babes  taste  somewhat  of  his  holy  dominion  and  power, 
and  of  his  kingdom  of  peace  and  righteousness;  but  in  his 
ancients  his  light  shines  very  brightly,  and  before  them  he 
reigneth  gloriously;  so  that  he  is  praised  in  the  very  heights 
of  Zion,  and  his  name  renowned  there  over  all  for  ever. 
Glory,  glory  to  the  pure  spring  of  life,  from  whence  the  liv- 
ing streams  come,  which  refresh  the  souls  of  the  living. 
Surely  his  pure  praises  shall  be  sounded  in  the  hearts  of 
the  living  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 
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An  Exhortation  to  TRtB  Christianity. 

It  is  easy  to  pretend  to  Christ;  but  to  be  a  true  Christian 
is  very  precious,  and  many  Tribulations  and  deep  Afflic- 
tions are  to  be  passed  through  before  it  be  attained  unto, 
as  those  who  are  made  so  by  the  Lord  experience. 

Now  everlasting  happiness  and  salvation  depends  upon 
true  Christianity.  Not  upon  having  the  name  of  a  Chris- 
tian only,  or  professing  such  or  such  Christian  doctrines ; 
but  upon  having  the  nature  of  Christianity,  upon  being  re- 
newed by  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  and  receiving  the  Spirit, 
walking  in  the  Spirit,  and  bringing  forth  the  fruits  of  the 
Spirit.  Oh,  here  is  the  Christian  indeed!  and  it  should  be 
every  one's  care  not  to  fall  short  of  this.  Now  because 
there  is  a  contention  about  Christianity,  who  is  the  right 
Christian,  it  behooves  every  man  to  take  care  as  to  himself 
that  he  be  really  such;  that  he  receive  that  from  God,  and 
be  that  to  God,  which  none  but  the  right  Christian  can  be, 
or  can  receive.  This  is  the  use  I  would  make  of  these  things 
in  my  own  heart,  even  to  be  sure  I  be  such  a  one  as  God 
hath  made,  and  will  accept  and  owi]  as  a  Christian.  And 
having  had  some  experience  of  this  thing,  and  truly  under- 
standing what  the  Christian  state  is,  and  what  doth  attend 
it,  I  shall  set  down  some  few  things,  which  he  that  inwardly 
knoweth,  witnesseth,  and  enjoyeth,  is  without  all  contro- 
versy a  true  Christian,  whatever  men  may  account  of  him. 

Firsts  He  that  is  a  new  creature,  is  without  doubt  a  true 
Christian,  lie  that  is  regenerated,  he  that  is  renewed  in 
the  spirit  of  his  mind  by  Christ  Jesus,  he  that  is  new  cre- 
ated in  the  holy  and  heavenly  image,  he  has  felt  the  power 
of  God's  Spirit  begetting  him  anew,  forming  him  anew,  out 
of  the  old  nature  and  image  of  the  firat  Adam,  into  the  nat- 
ure and  image  of  the  second  Adam,  w^ho  is  the  quickening 
Spirit,  and  that  which  is  begotten  and  born  of  him  is  Spirit. 

Secondly,  He  that  is  in  the  new  covenant  is  a  true  Chris- 
tian,  lie  that  hath  thirsted  after  the  living  waters,  and  hotk 
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heard  the  call  to  the  waters  of  life,  hath  heard  the  voice  of 
him  who  gives  life,  and  hath  received  life  from  him,  who 
giveth  life  to  all  that  come  to  him,  and  who  maketh  the  new 
and  everlasting  covenant  with  all  that  hear  his  voice,  take 
up  his  cross  and  follow  him,  he  is  without  doubt  one  of 
Christ's  sheep,  whom  the  Shepherd  owneth,  and  taketli 
care  of. 

Thirdly,  He  that  is  inwardly  circumcised  with  the  cir- 
cumcision made  without  hands,  he  is  a  Jew  inward,  a  Chris- 
tian inward  (in  the  sight  of  God),  who  hath  felt  the  Spirit 
and  power  of  Christ  Jesus,  and  rejoiceth  in  Christ  Jesus, 
and  is  one  of  those  worshippers  whom  God  hath  sought  out, 
and  taught  to  worehip  him  in  the  life  and  Spirit  of  his  Son. 

Fourthly,  He  that  is  inwardly  washed  with  clean  water, 
with  the  inward  water,  he  is  the  inward  Jew,  the  inward 
Christian.  God  promised  to  pour  out  clean  water  upon  his 
Israel,  and  they  should  be  clean.  lie  who  hath  the  clean 
water  poured  upon  him  inwardly,  which  inwardly  washeth 
and  cleanseth,  he  is  without  controveray  one  of  God's  in- 
ward Israel. 

Fifthly,  lie  that  feeds  on  the  bread  of  life  witliiu,  and 
drinks  the  water  of  life  out  of  his  own  well  or  cistern,  he 
without  doubt  is  living.  He  that  is  invited  to  the  marriage 
Hupper  of  the  Lamb,  and  conies  and  sups  with  the  Lamb, 
he  is  one  of  the  same  nature  and  spirit  with  him.  lie  with 
whom  Christ  sups,  who  hath  heard  Christ  knocking  at  his 
door,  hath  opened  to  him,  and  received  him  in,  to  purity 
his  heart,  and  dwell  in  him,  and  gup  with  him,  and  give 
him  to  sup  with  himself;  so  that  he  cats  bread  in  the  king- 
dom, and  drinks  wine  in  the  kingdom,  and  partakes  of  the 
feast  of  fat  things,  which  God  makes  to  his  Israel  in  his 
holy  mountain,  he  is  without  doubt  one  of  Christ's,  and  par- 
takes of  this  in  and  through  him. 

Sixthl}-,  He  that  lives  the  Christian  life,  who  walks  not 
after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit ;  who  doth  not  fulfil  the 
lusts  of  the  flesh,  but  hath  the  law  of  God  written  in  bis 
heart,  and  his  fear  put  within  him,  and  his  Holy  Spirit 
given  to  instruct  him,  and  to  guide  him  to  answer  the  holy 
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law  written  in  his  lieart,  which  the  carnal  mind  is  not  sub- 
ject to,  nor  can  bo  subject  to,  without  doubt  he  is  spiritual; 
without  doubt  he  is  a  true  Christian. 

Seventhly,  lie  that  lives  by  faith,  who  knows  the  faith 
which  is  the  i::itlt  of  God,  hath  received  it,  and  lives  by  it; 
who  can  do  nothiniif  of  himself,  but  only  by  faith  in  that 
holy  power  which  doth  all  in  him;  so  that  he  lives,  and  be- 
lieves, and  obeys  from  a  holy  root  of  life,  which  causeth 
life  to  spring  up  in  him,  and  love  to  spring  up  in  him,  and 
the  Lamb's  meekness  and  patience  to  gpring  up  in  him,  and 
all  grace  to  spring  up  in  him, — I  say,  he  that  lives  thus,  with- 
out doubt  is  ingrafted  into  the  true  vine,  into  the  true  olive- 
tree;  and  the  root  bears  him,  and  ministei's  sap  unto  him, 
and  he  is  a  true,  fresh,  green,  living  branch  of  the  true  vine, 
of  the  holy  olive-tree. 

Many  more  things  might  be  mentioned,  as  they  are  ex- 
perimentally known  and  felt  among  us,  who  are  ti-ue  Chris- 
tians ;  though  the  Baptists  and  others  have  represented  us 
to  the  world  as  if  we  were  no  Christians;  but  that  touching 
us  not,  their  saying  so  is  no  more  to  us  than  the  professing 
Jews  of  the  same  spirit,  who  said  Christ  had  a  devil.  But 
these  are  to  give  a  taste;  and  he  that  knows  and  feels  these 
may  also  know  and  feel  the  rest,  and  he  that  doth  not  know 
or  feel  these  would  not  know  or  feel  the  rest,  if  ever  so 
many  more  should  be  mentioned.  Now  the  way  to  feel 
these,  and  to  become  a  true  Christian  (and  to  grow  up  in 
the  Christian  life),  is  to  feel  the  seed  of  the  kingdom,  which 
is  the  beginning  of  the  kingdom,  the  beginning  of  true 
Christianity;  and  then  to  feel  the  seed  abiding  (the  seed 
which  is  of  the  Spirit,  and  which  is  Spirit),  here  is  the  con- 
stant seal  of  Christianity  in  my  heart;  here  are  true  and 
certain  evidences,  day  by  day,  of  the  Christian  nature  and 
spirit  manifesting  themselves  undeniably  inwardly. 

And  now  having  the  witness  in  myself,  the  testimony  of 
him  that  begat  life  in  me,  testifying  to  his  own  work,  and  to 
his  own  birth,  of  what  value  are  any  testimonies  of  men  with- 
out, against  this?  Christianity  is  a  mystery,  and  he  only  can 
*ruly  see  who  is  a  Christian  indeed,  who  hath  the  inward  eye 
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opened,  and  with  that  inward  eye  is  taught  of  Gk>d  to  pierce 
into  that  wherein  Christianity  consisteth.  There  have  been 
many  Christians  of  men's  making;  there  are  also  some 
Christians  of  God's  and  Christ's  making ;  whieh  Christians 
God  and  Christ  will  own,  bnt  not  the  other.  Oh !  let  men 
have  a  oare,  that  when  God  oometh  to  distinguish  between 
cattle  and  oattle  (between  Christian  and  Christian),  they  be 
found  such  as  God  will  make  up  as  his  jewels,  and  own  as 
the  sheep  of  his  fold ;  such  as  shall  be  able  to  bear  the  trial 
of  his  searching  judgment,  and  pure,  impartial  eye;  and  not 
such  as  still,  notwithstanding  all  their  profession  of  religion 
and  Christianity,  are  found  workers  of  iniquity,  and  so  not 
created  anew  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  and  there- 
fore not  truly  of  him,  nor  true  Christiana  in  bis  eye. 


TO  THB 


JEWS  NATUKAL, 


AND 


TO    THE    JEWS     SPIRITUAL; 


A  FEW  WORDS  TO  ENGLAND,  MY  NATIVE  COUNTRY. 

WHEREUKTO  AKE  ADDED 

THREE  QUERIES  TOUCHING  THB  RIVER  AND  CITT  OF  QOD, 

AND  THE  PURE  STILLNESS  WHEREIN  GoD 

IS  KNOWN  AND  EXALTED. 


SOME   QUESTIONS   ANSWERED 

CONCERNING  THE  TRUE  CHURCH,  MINISTRY,  AND  MAINTENANCE 

UNDER  THE  gospel; 

AND  LIKEWISE  ABOUT  THE  LAMB'S  WAIL 


Written  in  travailing  bowels,  by 


ISAAC  PENINGTON. 


*  Truly  God  is  good  to  Israel,  to  such  as  are  of  a  clean  heart."  Fs.  Ixxiii.  !• 

'  Behold  an  Israelite  indeed,  in  whom  is  no  guile."  John  i.  47. 

*■  For  he  is  not  a  Jew  that  is  one  outwardly ;  neither  is  that  circumcision 
which  is  outward  in  the  flesh;  but  he  is  a  Jew  which  is  one  inwardly, 
and  circumcision  is  that  of  the  heart,  in  the  Spirit,  and  not  in  the  letter; 
whose  praise  is  not  of  men,  but  of  Gk>d."  Rom.  ii.  28,  29. 

'  Behold,  the  days  come,  saith  the  Lord,  that  I  will  punish  all  them  which 
are  circumcised,  with  the  ancircumcised,  Egypt,  and  Judah,  and  Edom, 
and  the  children  of  Ammon  and  Moab,  and  all  that  are  in  the  ut- 
most corners  that  dwell  in  the  wilderness  ;  for  all  these  nations  are  un- 
circumcised,  and  all  the  house  of  Israel  are  uncireumcised  in  the  heart/' 
Jer.  ix.  25,  26. 
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PREFACE. 

What  a  day  of  distress,  and  revelation  of  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God,  is  to  come  upon  the  wicked  and  ungodly 
world  (even  upon  man,  who  was  created  in  the  image  of 
God,  but  is  now  fallen  from  it,  and  found  out  of  it,  and  in 
another  image  very  unlike  it) ;  the  eye  which  the  god  of  this 
world  hath  blinded,  and  the  heart  which  he  hath  hardened 
by  sin  and  transgression,  hath  no  sense  of. 

What  a  day  of  distress  and  misery  some  in  this  nation 
(and  in  other  parts  of  the  world)  have  already  met  with ! 
how  they  have  felt  the  weight  of  sin  upon  their  spirits,  and 
what  a  sore  thing  it  hath  been  to  them  to  feel  their  souls 
separated  from  that  God  that  made  them  (who  is  the  Hus- 
band and  Father,  King  and  Preserver  of  souls  that  are  found 
in  his  image  and  nature);  how  they  have  been  inwardly 
captivated  by  a  foreign  power,  and  oppressed,  and  made  to 
serve  under  sin,  and  could  hear  no  effectual  tidings  of  his 
appearance  who  was  able  to  save,  but  their  spirits  were 
ready  to  sink,  and  their  hope  of  redemption,  from  that 
which  oppressed  and  captivated  them,  almost  cut  off, — this 
being  an  inward  state  and  condition,  hath  been  altogether 
hid  from  the  eye  which  is  outward. 

How  the  Lord  at  length  appeared  unto  these  (his  bowels 
having  long  rolled  over  them,  and  he  having  long  waited 
to  be  gracious  to  them,  even  till  the  full  and  acceptable 
set  time  was  come);  how  his  light  hath  shined  in  and 
upon  them ;  how  he  gathered  those  dry  bones  together, 
and  breathed  life  into  them,  and  made  them  live, — this  also 
is  altogether  a  hidden  thing  from  the  eye  of  the  world. 

How  the  Lord,  who  appeared  to  them,  hath  exercised  and 
tried  them;  how  he  hath  judged  them,  and  how  he  hath 
saved  them ;  what  desolations  he  hath  made  inwardly  in 
(hem,  and  what  he  hath  built  there,   what  a  hammer,  a 
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Bworcl,  a  fire,  &c.  his  pure  word  of  life  hath  been  in  them; 
how  that  birth  which  could  live  without  God,  without  his 
inward  life,  or  upon  words  and  knowledge  without  life,  hath 
been  famished,  until,  by  the  pain  of  the  famine,  its  very  life 
and  breath  hath  been  taken  from  it,  and  it  crucified  with 
Christ,  by  the  pain  of  the  cross  of  Christ;  and  what  birth 
hath  been  raised  and  crowned  afterwards,  and  beautified 
with  the  ornaments  of  righteousness  and  salvation,  yea, 
with  the  endless  love  and  mercy  with  its  Ood;  and  how  the 
Lord  is  with  his  people,  and  dwells  and  walks  in  them,  and 
how  he  hath  humbled  them  to  walk  with  him;  and  how  in 
fear  and  humility  they  do  walk  with  him  in  the  light  of  day 
everlasting,  even  as  God  is  light,  and  walks  in  the  light  of 
his  own  day, — these  are  very  strange  and  unknown  things  to 
the  wisest  and  most  prudent  in  religion  at  this  day,  who  are 
not  gathered  into  the  mystery  of  godliness  (nor  into  the 
Spirit,  power,  and  glory  of  the  Father),  where  these  things 
are  revealed  in  and  by  the  Son. 

What  faith  the  children  of  wisdom  have  in  the  wisdom 
and  power  which  hath  appeared ;  what  confidence  they  have 
in  the  Lord  their  God,  that  he  will  stand  by  tliem  in  all 
their  exercises  and  trials,  both  inwanl  and  outward;  and 
what  experiences  they  have  had  of  the  Lord's  standing  by 
them  in  both;  how  his  faithfuhiess  doth  not  fail;  and  how 
their  faith  in  him  is  upheld  and  preserved  by  him,  that  it 
doth  not  fail  in  the  stormy  time,  or  hour  of  great  distress; 
and  how  their  eye  is  unto  him;  and  their  hearts  with  him  in 
the  calms,  so  that  their  God  is  all  in  all  unto  them  contin- 
ually,— (and  who  knows  this  but  they  that  have  it !)  Oh,  who 
can  utter  or  declare  the  sweetness  and  certainty  of  this, 
where  it  is  enjoyed ! 

What  love  also  the  Lord  sheds  abroad  in  their  hearts; 
and  how  he  teacheth  and  causeth  them  to  love,  by  often  cir- 
cumcising their  hearts,  and  cuttingoff  that  which  hindereth 
the  pure  love  from  springing  in  them ;  and  how  they  love 
others,  in  the  love  wherewith  God  (who  is  love)  hath  loved 
them ;  and  how  natural  it  is  to  them  to  pray  for  their  ene- 
mies, and  to  bless  them  that  curse  them,  and  do  good  fof 
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evil ;  but  cannot  requite  evil  for  evil,  being  transplanted  in- 
tOy  and  growing  up  in,  the  root  that  is  good;  and  sends  up 
good  sap  and  virtue  into  them,  which  nourisheth  all  that  is 
good  in  them,  but  is  death  and  destruction  to  the  remain* 
ders  of  evil,  as  the  Lord  pursueth  and  findeth  it  out, — oh, 
how  impossible  is  it  for  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  and 
understand ! 

Now  I  also  having  tasted  of  the  merc^'  and  goodness  of 
the  Lord,  and  having  been  brought  out  of  a  state  of  great 
misery  and  sorrow  of  heart,  into  the  redemption  and  joy  of 
God's  chosen ;  and  having  found  the  Lord  faithful  to  me, 
and  giving  me  faith  in  the  appearance  of  his  Spirit  and 
j)ower  in  me,  and  true  love  (tender  love),  not  only  to  my 
brethren  in  the  truth,  but  to  all  mankind,  springing  in  me, 
and  divers  fruits  issuing  forth  from  it;  some  of  them  at  this 
time  I  cannot  but  publish,  and  the  Lord  open  the  hearts  of 
those  whom  it  concerns,  that  they  may  find  some  help,  ben* 
efit,  and  furtherance  by  it.  For  it  is  the  joy  of  my  heart  to 
receive  good  from  God ;  to  be  filled  with  his  blessings,  to 
have  my  cup  overflbw;  and  that  others  may  be  helped,  re- 
freshed, and  gladded  therewith,  and,  by  the  sweet  taste 
thereof,  led  to  wait  for  the  opening  of  the  same  root  and 
fountain  of  life  in  themselves,  to  yield  living  sap,  and  send 
forth  living  streams  in  them  day  by  day. 
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TO    . 

T  H  E     JEWS     N  A  T  U  R  A  L, 

AND   TO    THE 

JP]WS     SPIRITUAL. 

Somewhat  ix  the  love  of  God  to  the  Jews  Natural,  or 
PEED  OF  Abraham  after  the  flesh. 

Oh,  the  glory  of  your  state  outward,  who  were  the  people 
wliom  God  once  chose  and  loved,  and  manifested  his  power 
and  presence  among,  above  all  people!  whose  land  was  the 
glory  of  all  lands,  to  which  God  brought  you  out  of  Egypt 
by   an  outstretched   arm,  through  a  dreadful   wilderness, 
wherein  ye  were  tempted,  tried,  and  exercised,  and  the  suc- 
ceeding generation  fitted  to  enter  into.     Oh,  what  laws  and 
statutes,  and  righteous  judgments,  did  God  give  you,  such 
as  no  nation  besides  had!    What  a  temple  had  ye  to  appear 
before  God  in,  and  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  and  holy  priests, 
kings,  and  prophets!  and  how  nigh  was  God  to  you,  to  bo 
inquired  of  by  you;  and  how  ready  to  hear  your  j>rayers,  in 
all  that  you  called  upon  him  for!    The  eternal  God  was  thy 
refuge,  and  underneath  were  the  everlasting  arms  (the  Lord 
was  thy  rock,  and  thou  w^ast  built  upon  him) ;  and  he  did 
thrust  out  the  enemy  before  thee,  and  did  say,  Destroy.  And 
when  tlie  arm  of  the  Lord  did  destroy  them  before  thee, 
thou  didst  dwell  in  safety  alone;  and  the  Loi-d  was  a  foun- 
tain of  living  waters  to  thee,  and  his  heavens  did  drop  down 
fatness  upon  thee.     Happy  wast  thou,    O  Israel !  who  was 
like  unto  thee,  O  people  saved  by  the  Lord !  the  shield  of 
thy  help,  and  who  was  the  sword  of  thy  excellency !  and 
tliuie  enemies  were  found  liars  unto  thee,  and  thou  didst 
tread  upon  their  high  places.     And  it  might  have  been  still 
so  with  thee,  hadst  thou  not  been  unmindful  of  the  rock 
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that  begat  thee,  and  forgotten  God  that  formed  thee.  For 
thy  glory  should  not  have  been  taken  from  thee,  but  swal- 
lowed up  in  a  higher  gl^ry,  wherein  thou  mightest  have 
had  the  first  and  chiefest  share,  hadst  thou  not,  by  thy  al- 
most constant  rebellion  and  unbelief,  provoked  the  Lord 
against  thee;  not  only  often  to  afflict,  but  at  last  utterly  to 
cast  thee  off  from  being  a  people,  and  to  choose  a  people  in 
thy  stead,  who  should  bring  forth  better  fruits  to  the  Lord 
of  the  vineyard,  than  thou  in  thy  day  hadst  done. 

Yet  when  thy  state  was  thus  glorious,  it  was  not  a  state 
of  the  truly  substantial,  lasting  glory,  but  a  shadowy  state 
or  representative  thereof  Thy  day  of  glory  was  not  the 
day  of  the  Messiah,  the  day  of  everlasting  light  inwardly, 
wherein  the  Lord  alone  is  exalted  inwardly  in  the  hearts  of 
all,  in  whom  he  breaks  down  all  that  is  contrary  to  the  light 
of  his  day.  Thy  day  was  but  the  day  of  the  outward  shad- 
ows of  the  heavenly  substance ;  but  when  that  day  (the  day 
of  the  inward  substance  and  glory)  sliined,  thy  shadows  or 
shadowy  state  was  to  fly  away,  and  to  be  swallowed  up  in 
the  pure  substance  and  spiritual  kingdom  of  the  Messiah. 

Thy  birth  from  Abraham  after  the  flesh  was  not  the  birth 
which  was  to  inherit  the  promise  in  the  kingdom  of  the 
Messiah;  but  there  is  a  birth  inwardly  born  of  the  Spirit, 
born  after  Abraham  in  his  faith,  who  travels  inwardly,  as 
Abraham  did  outwardly,  and  seeks  an  inward  country  and 
city,  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God :  to  these  the  spirituid 
kingdom  and  promises  belong. 

Thy  circumcision  was  but  the  circumcision  outward,  the 
circumcision  of  the  flesh;  it  was  not  the  circumcision  of  the 
heart:  that  is  the  circumcision  of  the  inward  Jew,  which 
indeed  the  scripture  calleth  for  from  you,  because  there  was 
somewhat  near  you,  which  would  have  so  circumcised  you, 
had  ye  hearkened  and  given  up  to  it  But  ye,  as  a  people, 
were  not  so  circumcised,  but  were  a  stiflT-necked  people  (as 
Moses  and  the  prophets  were  still  complaining  of  you)  un- 
eircumcised  in  heart  and  ears,  resisting  God*s  Spirit  both  in 
your  own  hearts  and  in  the  prophets,  until  the  Lord  was 
provoked  to  take  away  both  vision  and  prophet  from  you. 
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The  Egypt  in  which  your  fathers  were  in  bondage,  and 
Pharaoh  who  oppressed  them,  was  but  the  Egypt  outward, 
and  Pharaoh  outward.  There  is«an  inward  Egypt,  wherein 
the  spiritual  seed,  the  inward  man,  the  soul,  is  in  bondage; 
and  there  is  a  spiritual  Pharaoh,  that  oppresseth  the  spirit- 
ual seed,  in  spiritual  Egypt:  and  there  is  a  stretching  out 
the  arm  of  the  Almighty  inwardly,  to  break  the  strength  of 
the  inward  Pharaoh,  to  pierce  Leviathan  the  crooked  ser- 
pent, and  to  deliver  the  soul  from  under  his  captivity. 

The  wilderness  also  your  fathers  were  led  through,  was 
but  the  outward  wilderness,  where  they  were  tempted  and 
tried  by  the  Lord  many  ways,  that  he  might  do  them  good 
in  the  latter  end.  But  the  inward  Israel,  after  they  are  led 
out  of  the  inward  Egypt,  are  tried  in  the  inward  wilderness; 
where  they  are  judged  after  the  flesh,  and  that  wasted  in 
them,  which  is  not  to  enter  into  and  inherit  the  good  land, 
where  they  are  tried  in  the  furnace  of  affliction,  and  their 
filth  purged  away  by  the  spirit  of  judgment  and  burning; 
that  the  righteous  nation,  which  hath  received  the  holy  in- 
ward law,  and  keeps  the  truth,  may  enter  into  the  good 
land,  city,  and  kingdom  of  the  Messiah,  and  inherit  the 
blessed  promises  of  life  and  salvation  there. 

Moses,  your  great  prophet,  was  a  type  of  the  great,  last- 
ing, standing  prophet,  whom  God  would  raise  up  like  unto 
Moses,  who  was  to  give  his  inward  law  as  Moses  did  the 
outward,  and  to  lead  all  the  spiritual  Israel  as  Moses  did  the 
outward  Israel ;  and  his  word  was  to  be  heard  and  stand  in 
all  things  whatsoever  he  shall  say  unto  his  people:  and 
whosoever  will  not  hear  and  obey  this  prophet,  shall  be  cut 
oft'  from  among  the  holy,  spiritual,  and  inwardly  living  peo- 
ple. 

Joshua  who  succeeded  Moses,  led  but  into  the  figurative 
rest:  he  was  but  a  figure  of  him  that  inwardly  leads'  into 
the  inward  and  spiritual  rest;  which  the  true  Jews,  which 
are  inwardly  created  and  formed  by  God,  and  made  a  will- 
ing people  in  the  day  of  his  power,  enter  into. 

The  pillar  of  cloud,  and  pillar  of  fire  in  the  wilderness, 
were  but  figures  of  the  spiritual  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire,  by 


ISAAC  PENINGTON.  409 

which  the  spiritual  Israel  are  led  and  defended  in  the  glori- 
ous gospel  day  of  God's  Spirit  and  power.  Read  Isaiah, 
chap.  iv.  which  speaketh  of  the  gospel-day,  and  the  pillar 
and  cloud  of  fire  to  be  created  therein,  and  of  the  defence 
which  is  to  be  on  all  the  inward  and  spiritual  glory. 

The  land  of  Canaan,  the  outward  good  and  kingdom  of 
Israel,  was  but  a  figure  of  the  inward  land  and  kingdom  of 
the  inward  Israel,  in  the  days  of  the  Messiah.  This  is  the 
land  of  Judah  in  which  the  song  is  sung,  because  of  the  in- 
ward strong  city  where  God  appoints  salvation  for  walls 
and  bulwarks,  which  the  righteous  nation  which  keepeth 
the  truth,  enter  into.  Isaiah  xxvn. 

Their  outward  kings  in  that  land,  and  particularly  David, 
were  but  types  of  the  spiritual  king,  the  spiritual  David, 
whom  God  will  raise  up  to  the  spiritual  people,  who  should 
seek  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David  their  king;  who  shall 
be  their  spiritual  shepherd  and  ruler,  whom  God  hath  ap- 
pointed to  feed  them  in  the  integrity  of  his  heart,  and  to 
guide  them  by  the  skilfulness  of  his  hands,  who  is  King  of 
righteousness  and  peace  inwardly,  and  who  ministers  right- 
eousness and  peace  to  the  sheep  and  lambs  of  his  pastures. 

Their  outward  priests  (even  their  high-priests)  were  but  a 
representation  of  the  great  high-priest  of  God,  who  wafl 
to  be  a  priest  for  ever,  after  the  order  of  Melchizedek. 
Psal.  ex. 

Their  outward  covenant  (made  with  them  from  the  out- 
ward mount  Sinai,  upon  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  holy 
statutes  and  ordinances,  by  which  they  were  to  live  and  en- 
joy God  in  their  outward  state)  was  but  a  shadow  of  the  in- 
ward and  spiritual  covenant,  the  new  and  everlasting  cove- 
nant, which  God  makes  with  his  inward  and  spiritual  people 
in  the  latter  days. 

Their  outward  law,  as  written  and  engraven  in  tables  of 
stone,  was  but  a  shadow  of  the  inward  law,  which  God  puts 
into  the  children  of  the  new  covenant,  insomuch  that  they 
need  not  go  outwardly  to  learn  the  knowledge  of  God,  or 
his  will  or  law;  but  the  inward  Israel  find  it  inwardly  writ- 
ten within.     There  the  isles  who  wait  for  the  law  of  the 
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Spirit  of  life,  for  the  law  of  the  Messiah,  receive  the  luinis- 
tration  of  the  law  (iu  the  Spirit  and  rK)wer  of  the  Messiah) 
which  they  wait  for. 

Their  outward  Mount  Zion,  on  which  the  outward  temple 
was  built  by  Solomon,  that  wise  king,  that  righteous  king, 
that  peaceable  king,  was  a  figure  of  the  inward  mouutaiu, 
whereupon  the  inward  house  is  built  in  the  days  of  the  gos- 
pel, in  the  days  of  the  Messiah:  and  to  this  mountain  are 
the  spiritual  people  to  come  up  and  worship.  And  this  is 
the  Zion  and  Jerusalem  (even  inwarJ  and  spiritual)  from 
wliich  the  law  and  word  of  the  Lord  go  forth  in  the  days  of 
the  Messiah:  and  the  spiritual  house  of  Jacob  comhineor 
agree  together  to  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord,  who  sencb 
forth  Ills  light  aiwl  truth,  and  leads  thijm  to  his  holy  hill, 
and  to  his  tabernacles. 

Their  outward  tabernacle  and  temple,  sanctified  by  God 
for  him  to  dwell  and  appear  in,  was  a  shadow  of  God's  iu- 
ward  dwelling  place  in  man  ;  "I  will  tabernacle  in  them." 
God  dwelleth  not  in  houses  or  temples  made  with  hands; 
that  is  not  the  place  of  his  rest,  as  saith  the  prophet  Isaiah: 
but  the  high  and  lofty  One  that  inhabits  eternity,  whose 
throne  is  in  heaven,  and  the  earth  his  footstool,  he  dwelleth 
also  with  him  that  is  of  an  humble  and  contrite  spirit,  to  re- 
vive the  spirit  of  the^  humble,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of  the 
contrite  ones. 

Their  outward  sabbaths  were  not  the  lasting  sabbath  or 
rest  of  the  gospel,  but  given  them  for  a  sign;  but  the  day 
of  redemption  from  sin,  the  day  of  resting  from  sin,  the  day 
of  ceasing  from  the  works  of  the  flesh,  the  day  wherein  God 
is  all,  and  doth  all  by  his  Spirit  and  power  inwardly,  and 
wherein  he  alone  is  exalted, — this  is  the  day  of  rest  which 
the  Lord  hath  made  for  the  spiritual  Israel,  and  which  they 
are  glad  of  and  rejoice  iu. 

•  So  their  inceiis«  and  sacrifices  were  not  the  lasting  in- 
cense and  sacrifices,  but  sliadows  thereof.  The  prayers  of 
the  saints,  when  God  pours  out  the  spirit  of  prayer  and  sup- 
plication upon  them,  and  they  pray  to  him  therein,  that  is 
the  incense.     *'Let  my  prayer  be  directed  before  thee  as 
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iDceuse,  and  the  lifting  up  of  my  hands  as  the  evening  sac- 
rifice." And  this  was  the  incense  and  pure  offering,  which 
in  every  place  was  to  be  offered  tip  to  Gqd's  name  among 
the  Gentiles,  when  his  name  should  be  great  among  them, 
as  Malachi  foretells.  And  what  said  David  of  old,  when 
God's  Spirit  and  the  holy  vision  was  upon  him?  "Sacrifice 
and  offering  thou  didst  not  desire;  mine  ears  hast  thou 
opened :  burnt-offering  and  sin-offering  hast  thou  not  re- 
quired. Then  said  I,  lo  I  come;  in  the  volume  of  the  book 
it  is  written  of  me:  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God; 
yea,  thy  law  is  in  the  midst  of  my  bowels.  The  sacrifices 
of  God  are  a  broken  spirit  (rend  your  hearts,  and  not  your 
garments,  and  turn  to  the  Lord  your  God);  a  broken  and  a 
contrite  heart,  O  God,  thou  wilt  not  despise."  The  offer- 
ing praise  to  God  from  a  sincere  heart,  and  the  ordering  of 
the  conversation  aright,  these  are  the  sacrifices  well-pleas- 
ing to  God;  for  sacrifices  were  not  the  thing  which  God 
mainly  required  of  outward  Israel,  but  this.  Obey  my  voice: 
and  obedience  is  more  acceptable  than  all  other  sacrifices^ 
and  to  hearken  than  the  fat  of  the  choicest  rams. 

Besides,  those  outward  sacrifices  could  not  remove  or 
take  away  sin  fi'om  the  conscience,  but  he  that  came  to  do 
the  will,  and  to  put  an  end  to  those  sacrifices  and  oblations, 
which  were  but  outward  and  imperfect;  he  doth  both  wash 
and  take  away  sins  from  within,  and  also  bring  in  everlast- 
ing righteousness,  where  his  light  shines,  and  his  pure  life 
springs  inwardly  in  the  heart. 

And  this  is  the  substance  of  fill  the  shadows,  even  the 
light  eternal,  the  word  eternal,  the  Son  of  the  living  God 
(who  is  light  as  the  Father  is  light),  the  word  nigh  in  the 
mouth  and  heart,  the  word  of  the  new  covenant;  the  which 
Moses  directed  your  Fathers  to,  Deut.  xxx.  and  by  which 
the  Lord  speaketh,  and  hath  spoken  throughout  the  world, 
Psal.  1.  1.  and  teacheth  every  man  that  hearkeneth  to  his 
voice,  to  do  justly,  love  mercy,  and  walk  liumbly  with  his 
God,  as  it  is  expressed  by  the  prophet  Micah. 

Now  to  you  Jews,  of  the  outward  line  of  Abraham 
(whose  return  to  the  Lord  my  soul  most  earnestly  desireth 
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after,  aod  for  wbich  I  have  moet  vehemeDtly  and  wrest- 
lingly  prayed  to  the  Lord)  are  some  few  weighty  qames 
upon  my  heart: 

Qaeiy  1.  How  came  David  to  pant  so  after  the  liring 
Ood,  like  the  hart  or  hind  after  the  water-brooks?  Was  it 
not  from  the  quickening  virtae  of  this  inward  word,  which 
Moees,  the  man  of  God,  had  directed  the  mind  to?  Read 
Psal.  czix.  and  see  how  he  breathed  for  quiekenings  from 
this  word,  on  which  all  depends.  And  if  ye  come  to  expe- 
rience this  word,  and  the  quickeoing  virtue  of  it,  and  fol- 
low the  Lord  on  therein,  ye  will  soon  come  to  know  the  day 
of  the  Messiah,  and  the  glory  of  his  kingdom,  which  is  not 
ontward,  transitory,  and  of  a  perishing  nature;  but  inward, 
spiritual,  and  everlasting  (as  David  well  knew,  and  spake 
sensibly  of.  Psal.  cxlv.  and  elsewhere). 

Query  2.  What  are  tho  waters  which  every  thirsty  soulia 
invited  to?  Are  they  not  the  waters  of  the  Messiah?  are 
they  not  waters  that  flow  out  of  the  wells  of  salvation? 
Isaiah  xii.  Do  not  the  spiritual  Israel  draw  spiritual  water 
out  of  the  wells  of  the  Saviour  in  the  daj's  of  the  MessiaL? 
What  is  it  to  come  to  these  wateis?  Oh  that  ye  experi- 
mentally knew!  But  this  I  will  tell  you,  from  true  and  ce^ 
tain  experience,  that  if  ye  come  to  take  notice  of  this  word 
of  life,  which  God  hath  placed  nigh  in  your  mouths  and 
hearts,  to  separate  between  the  evil  words  and  evil  thoughts 
of  the  enemy's  begetting  and  bringing  forth,  and  the  good 
words  and  good  thoughts  of  God's  begetting  and  bringing 
forth,  and  incline  your  car  to  it,  and  come  from  that  which 
it  reproves  in  you,  and  draws  you  from  to  itself;  your  souls 
shall  soon  come  to  live;  and  he  that  gives  you  life,  will 
make  an  everlasting  covenant  with  you,  even  the  sure  mer- 
cies of  David:  but  ye  must  still  mind  him  as  a  witness,  and 
leader,  and  commander,  inwardly  in  your  hearts,  that  ye 
may  be  preserved  in  the  covenant,  and  enjoy  the  blessings 
of  it ;  see  Isaiah  Iv. 

Query  3.  Did  not  the  Messiah  come  at  the  set  time,  at 
the  time  set  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  prophecy?  Did  he  not 
come  in  the  prepared  body  to  do  the  will?  and  did  he  not 
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do  the  will?  And  after  his  obedieiwe  to  his  Fatlier,  was  he 
not  cut  oiF,  though  not  for  himself?  And  after  his  cutting 
oft^  wei^  not  ye  made  desolate  ?  Why  were  ye  made  deso- 
late? Why  did  such  a  stroke  come  upoo  you  as  never  be- 
fore? Oh,  consider  it!  Read  Dan.  ix.  24.  to  the  end -of  the 
chapter,  and  let  him  that  readeth  understand. 

Query  4.  What  was  that  curse,  and  on  whom  did  it  light? 
"Let  their  table  become  a  snare  to  them,"  &c.  Psa.  Ixix. 
Was  it  not  on  those  that  gave  gall  and  vinegar  to  the  Mes- 
siah to  drink,  whom  David  was  a  figure  of,  and  spake  iii 
Spirit  concerning?  Whose  eyes  are  always  darkened? 
Doth  not  the  veil  lie  still  on  your  whole  nation?  Do  ye 
know  the  inward  mountain,  where  the  veil  or  face  of  the 
covering  is  destroyed?  in  the  inward  day  and  light  of  the 
Messiah  it  is  destroyed.  There  that  which  veils  the  noble 
eye  of  the  mind  is  known,  and  also  that  which  destroys  and 
removeth  it.  To  what  purpose  is  it  for  you  to  read  Moses 
and  the  prophets,  when  the  veil  is  so  upon  you,  that  ye  can- 
not see  what  is  to  be  abolished;  and  is  abolished,  by  the 
dawning  of  the  glorious  day  of  the  Messiah,  and  what  is  to 
remain  and  never  to  be  abolished  ?  There  is  a  Jewship,  there 
is  a  circumcision,  there  is  a  sabbath,  there  is  a  rest,  &c.  for 
the  inward  and  spiritual  people,  which  is  to  remain,  and 
never  to  be  abolished. 

Query  5.  Who  were  those  that  God  would  hide  his  face 
from,  and  see  what  their  end  should  be,  because  they  were 
a  froward  generation,  children  in  whom  was  no  faith?  Who 
were  they  that  moved  God  to  jealousy,  and  provoked  him 
to  anger?  And  what  was  the  people  and  foolish  nation  he 
would  provoke  them  to  jealousy  and  anger  with?  Deut. 
xxxii.  Was  it  not  the  spiritual,  the  holy  nation  inwardly, 
the  true  Jews,  whom  God  took  from  among  the  Gentiles, 
whom  he  appeared  among,  and  was  a  God  and  a  Father  to, 
when  he  cast  oft"  and  forsook  the  Jews  outward,  and  left 
them  to  be  a  desolation  ? 

Queiy  6.  Who  are  those  that  shall  be  hungry  when  God's 
sen-ants  shall  eat?  and  thirsty,  when  God's  servants  shall 
drink?  and  ashamed,  when  his  servants  shall  rejoice?    Are 


414  THE  TTOBKS  OF 

not  your  souls  hungry  and  parched  for  want  of  the  spiritnai 
sustenance,  which  the  living  God  satisfieth  his  servants  with, 
making  a  feast  of  fitt  things  to  them  on  his  inward  holr 
mountain  ?  And  are  not  ye  ashamed  of  your  expectations  of 
the  Messiah,  while  the  servants  of  the  Lord  rejoice  in  him, 
their  Prince  and  Saviour,  and  witness  him  daily  a  leader 
and  commander  to  them  ?    What  is  the  people  whom  the 
Lord  hath  slain  and  made  desolate?    (Are  not  ye  a  slain 
people  to  God,  alienated  from  his  life,  Spirit,  and  power, 
dead  in  your  literal  notions  and  observations?)    And  wbat 
are  the  servants  of  the  Lord,  whom  the  Lord  hath  called  by 
another  name,  even  a  name  that  ye  never  knew?  See  Isa. 
Ixvi.     And  consider,  how  all  your  day  God  spread  out  his 
hand  to  you,  and  ye  were  rebellious,  and  would  not  hear; 
and  now  night  is  come  upon  you,  and  your  visitation,  aa 
such  a  people,  is  and  hath  been  long  ended. 

Query  7.  Did  not  God  signify  by  the  prophet  Malachi, 
that  he  had  no  pleasure  in  you,  nor  would  accept  an  offer- 
ing at  your  hand?  And  did  not  he  also  signify  the  choosing 
of  the  Geutiles  in  your  stead;  that  the  called  among  the 
Gentiles  should  be  his  people;  and  his  name,  which  ye  had 
profaned,  should  be  great  among  them,  and  their  incense 
and  pure  ottering  in  every  place  be  accepted,  even  from  the 
rising  of  the  sun  to  the  going  down  of  the  same?  read  Mai. 
chap.  i. 

Query  8.  Now  the  inward  people,  and  the  inward  cove* 
nant,  the  new  covenant,  are  brought  forth,  shall  ye  ever  be 
owned  or  regarded  as  an  outward  people,  according  to  your 
outward  covenant  any  more?  Will  not  all  such  exi>ecta- 
tions  fail  you  for  ever?  Ye  have  looked,  from  generation 
to  generation,  for  the  coming  and  appearing  of  the  Messiah 
outwardly,  after  an  outward  manner:  but  his  coming  and 
appearance  is  inward;  and  he  setteth  up  his  kingdom,  his' 
everlasting  kingdom,  in  his  saints,  and  in  their  hearts  he 
ruleth  inwardly;  and  the  Messiah,  the  seed  of  the  woman, 
bruiseth  the  head  of  the  serpent  there.  Oh  that  ye  knew 
the  substance !  Oh  that  ye  knew  the  word  of  life  in  the 
heart,  and  were  turned  to  it,  and  daily  faithful  and  obedi- 
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ent!  that  ye  might  feel  it  crushing  and  dashing  the  power 
of  sin  and  corruption  in  your  hearts.  This  is  the  consola- 
tion,  hope,  and  joy  of  the  inward  and  spiritual  Israel.  Oh 
that  ye  might  he  made  partakers  thereof;  and  that  your 
long  outward  captivity  and  desolation  might  at  length  end 
in  inward  freedom  and  redemption !    Amen. 


Somewhat  of,  concern  to  the  Jews  spiritual,  who  are  op 
the  seed  of  abraham  spiritually,  or  according  to  the 

FAITH,  AND  GATHERED  IN  THIS  DAY  OF  God'S  POWER, 
TO  THE  TRUE  AND  EVERLASTING  ShILOH. 

"  The  sceptre  shall  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  a  lawgiver 
from  between  his  feet,  until  Shiloh  come;  and  unto  him 
shall  the  gathering  of  the  people  be.**  Qen.  xlix.  10. 

Old  Jacob,  in  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  saw  that  Judah  was 
to  have  the  sceptre,  the  kingly  power;  and  it  was  not  to  de- 
part from  him,  it  was  to  be  his  right,  and  the  lawgiver  was 
to  be  between  his  feet,  till  Shiloh  came ;  then  the  right  was 
Shiloh's  to  reign,  and  to  give  laws  to  his  people,  whom  he 
should  gather  out  of  the  kingdom  of  darkness,  and  from 
Satan's  power,  into  his  own  inward,  spiritual  and  everlast- 
ing kingdom.  This  was  the  true  king,  God's  king,  whom 
he  would  set  upon  the  holy  hill  of  spiritual  Zion;  and  all 
the  holy,  inward,  spiritual  gatherings  of  all  people,  scattered 
from  the  holy,  living  power,  must  be  to  him. 

"I  will  overturn,  overturn,  overturn  it,  and  it  shall  be  no 
more,  until  he  come  whose  right  it  is,  and  I  will  give  it 
him.**  And  his  dominion  shall  not  pass  away,  or  the  scep- 
tre and  lawgiving  power  shall  not  pass  away  from  him,  as 
it  did  from  Judah,  nor  shall  his  kingdom  ever  be  destroyed, 
Dan.  vii.  14.  but  God  will  give  to  him  the  throne  of  his  fa- 
ther David,  and  he  shall  reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob  for 
ever;  and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end. 

Query.  But  who  are  the  people  that  shall  be  gathered  to 
him? 

Ans.  The  people  that  shall  hear  his  voice,  and  come  at 
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he  wm:;:.1  :r.ve  Li^  ^-u  Lis  elect,  oh  Vice  servant  j  for  a  light 
to  the  Geuriie*. 

Query.  Were  tlie  Jews  then  cx«.-luded? 

An.^.  Xo:  tliev  were  to  be  gathere*!  to  Shiloh,  as  well  as 
othen*.  Nay,  the  Lonl  had  a  sj^eeial  reg:irJ  to  them;  the 
gri'jpel  was  lir-»t  prearhed  to  them;  they  had  the  first  otfer, 
or  the  first  call  to  the  si>iritiial  glory;  they  were  the  chil- 
dren of  the  prophets,  and  of  the  covenant  of  God  made  with 
their  fathers;  unto  whom  God  having  raised  up  his  Son 
Jesus,  sent  him  to  bless  them,  in  turning  away  everv  one  of 
them  from  their  iniquities.  And  the  whole  nation,  turning 
from  their  iniquities,  should  have  been  gathered  bv  him, 
and  should  have  enjoyed  the  blessing  of  his  day  and  king- 
dom. Yea,  the  first  gathering  was  from  among  them,  and 
the  first  glorious  gospel  church  was  at  Jerusalem,  wliere  the 
Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord  Jesus  did  most  eminently  and 
wonderfully  break  forth,  and  great  grace  was  upon  them  all. 
But  the  nation  was  not  gathered  to  Shiloh,  nor  did  come 
under  his  sceptre  and  government;  but  only  a  remnant  of 
the  nation.  So  these  being  gathered,  the  rest  were  cast  off; 
and  the  ensign  was  carried  among  the  Gentiles,  and  the 
groat  gathering  was  there  among  them. 

Quest,  How  is  it  manifest  that  the  great  gathering  to 
Shiloh  was  to  bo  from  among  the  Gentiles? 
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Ana,  By  many  express  prophecies  of  scripture,  and  prom- 
ises to  the  Messiah,  that  he  should  have  the  Oentiles  tor  his 
inheritance  and  possession.  When  Ood  established  his 
king,  the  Messiah,  upon  the  holy  hill  of  spiritual  Zion,  not- 
withstanding all  the  heathen's  rage  against  him,  and  the 
people  of  the  Jews  imagining  a  vain  thing  (thinking  to 
keep  the  body  of  him  in  the  grave,  who  was  the  resurrec- 
tion and  the  life),  what  saith  the  Lord  to  him?  '^Ask  of 
me,  and  I  will  give  thee  the  heathen  for  thine  inheritance, 
and  the  uttermost  pai'ts  of  the  earth  for  thy  possession/'  Ps. 
ii.  The  Lord  said  in  another  j)lace:  "It  is  a  light  thing 
that  thou  raayest  be  my  servant,  to  raise  up  the  tribes  of  Ja- 
cob, and  to  restore  the  preserved  of  Israel ;  I  will  also  give 
thee  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  that  thou  mayest  be  my 
salvation  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth."  Isa.  xlix.  6.  Again 
the  Lord  saith  further:  "From  the  rising  of  the  sun,  even 
unto  the  going  down  of  the  same,  my  name  shall  be  great 
among  the  Gentiles;  and  in  everyplace  incense  shall  be  of- 
fered unto  ,ray  name,  and  a  pure  ottering;  for  my  name 
shall  be  great  among  the  heathen,  saith  the  Lonl  of  hosts/' 
Mai.  i.  11.  "Sing,  O  barren  !  thou  that  didst  not  bear;  bi-eak 
forth  into  singing,  and  cry  aloud,  thou  that  didst  not  trav- 
ail with  child ;  for  more  are  the  children  of  the  desolate 
than  the  children  of  the  married  wife,  saith  the  Lord."  Isa. 
liv.  1.  Who  was  the  manned  wife?  Who  was  the  mother 
in  the  days  of  the  first  covenant?  was  it  not  the  Jerusa- 
lem below?  Who  was  theji  desolate  and  barren?  was  it  not 
another  Jerusalem,  which  is  free,  and  the  mother  of  all  the 
spiritual  children  ?  Why  was  she  now  to  rejoice  and  sing, 
but  because  she  was  to  break  forth  on  the  right  hand  and 
on  the  left,  and  her  seed  was  to  inherit  the  Gentiles,  and 
make  the  desolate  cities  to  be  inhabited?  vcr.  3.  The  cove- 
nant of  Mount  Sinai  did  bring  forth  a  great  people,  where- 
of Jerusalem,  that  was  below,  was  the  mother.  The  cove- 
nant afterwards  made,  besides  that  in  Iloreb,  whereof  the 
Word  nigh  in  the  heart  and  mouth  is  the  foundation  (by 
which  Word  God  circumciseth),  was  asyct  barren,  and  did 
not  bring  forth  a  people  to  the  Lord.  But  this  covenant  was 
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to  have  a  tirae;  the  Jerudalem  above  wad  to  Lave  a  time, 
wherein  her  seed  ehould  inherit  the  Gentiles;  and  the 
Maker,  the  Husband,  should  be  called  the  God  of  the  whole 
earth,  ver.  5.  Read  Gal.  iv.  and  see  how  the  apostle  of  the 
Gentiles  expounds  the  niysterj^  showinsr  which  is  the  free 
woman,  and  her  free  children,  and  which  is  the  bond  wo- 
man, and  which  the  bond  children,  wlio  are  cast  out  in  the 
day  of  God,  and  in  the  shining  of  his  heavenly  light  in- 
wardly, and  cannot  inherit  the  glorious  kingdom  of  the  gos- 
pel, with  the  children  of  the  free  woman.  And  consider: 
who  were  the  people  in  the  time  of  the  fii-st  covenant?  who 
obtained  mercy  then?  Were  they  not  the  Jews?  And  who 
were  not  a  people?  and  who  did  not  obtain  "mercy,  but 
were  left  out  of  the  love  and  mercy  of  the  first  covenant? 
Were  they  not  the  Gentiles?  And  did  not  the  Loixl  prom- 
ise that  he  would  have  mercy  on  them  that  had  not  obtained 
mercy?  and  that  he  would  say  to  them  that  were  not  fiis 
people.  Thou  art  my  people  ;  and  they  shall  say.  My  God? 
IIos.  ii.  23.  compared  with  Rom.  ix.  26.  Was  not  this  once 
gloriously  fulfilled  in  the  firet  visitation  of  the  Gentiles? 
And  is  it  not  again  gloriously  fulfilled  in  his  now  visiting 
them  again  with  the  fresh  sound  of  the  everlasting  gospel, 
as  was  promised.  Rev.  xiv.  7. 

Oh,  what  a  promise  is  that  concerning  the  day  of  God ! 
that  '*  in  that  day  there  shall  be  a  root  of  Jesse,  which  shall 
stand  for  an  ensign  of  the  people ;  to  it  shall  the  Gentiles 
seek:  and  his  rest  shall  be  glorious."  Isa.  xi.  10.  Is  not  (his 
(he  day  wherein  the  holy  mountain  is  known,  and  that  noth- 
ing can  hurt  or  destroy  there?  And  doth  not  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Lord  cover  his  land,  his  earth,  as  the  waters  do 
the  sea?  And  doth  not  the  root  of  Jesse,  the  rock  of  life 
and  salvation,  stand  for  an  ensign,  placed  so  by  God  ?  and 
who  can  displace  it,  or  shake  them  that  are  built  on  the  in- 
ward Mount  Zion  ?  Yea,  is  not  the  rest  of  the  weary  soul, 
when  he  comes  hither,  found  to  be  very  glorious?  And 
when  this  ensign  is  more  fully  lifted  up,  shall  not  the  Gen- 
tiles more  abundantly  come  unto  God  from  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  and  bewail  their  dead  and  estranged  estate  from  God? 
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(saying,  "Surely  our  fathers  inherited  lies,  vanity,  and  things 
wherein  is  no  profit."  Jer.  xvi.  19.)  And  shall  they  not  turn 
from  all  their  idols  to  serve  the  living  God?  Thess.  i.  9. 
And  concerning  the  Messiah  it  was  promised,  that  in  his 
name  should  the  Gentiles  trust,  and  the  isles  should  wait 
tor  his  law,  and  he  should  bring  forth  judgment  to  the  Gen- 
tilesw  Isa.  xli.  11.  with  Matt.  xii.  21. 

But  what  should  I  mention  any  more  scriptures  unto  you 
concerning  this  thing,  whenas  ye  have  so  large,  full,  certain, 
and  daily  experience  of  it  in  that  which  is  pure  and  living 
of  God,  which  never  deceived  nor  can  deceive  any ;  for  ye 
are  begotten  by  his  Spirit  into  his  own  image  and  nature, 
and  have  received  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  wherein  ye  cry, 
Abba,  Father,  to  the  Father  of  spirits.  lie  found  you  in- 
deed in  a  strange  land,  under  great  captivity,  and  alienation 
from  him.  Ye  have  been  in  Egypt,  in  Sodom,  in  Babylon, 
spiritually;  but  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  hath  followed  you 
thither,  and  the  arm  of  the  Lord  hath  reached  to  you  there, 
and  hath  cut  Ilahab,  and  wounded  the  Dragon :  yea,  he 
whom  the  Lord  hath  given  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles  hath 
shined  to  you  there,  in  the  midst  of  your  darkness.  So  that 
God  sent  among  you  the  prophet  like  unto  Moses  (though 
far  above  Moses),  and  hearing  him,  he  led  you  out  of  Egj'pt, 
and  by  the  rod  of  his  power  did  signs  and  wonders  and  val- 
iant acts  there,  breaking  that  power  which,  with  a  strong 
hand,  held  you  captive  there,  and  oppressed  you.  And  you 
have  known  the  travel,  trials,  and  temptations  in  the  spirit- 
ual wilderness,  and  the  falling  of  the  carcasses  which  were 
to  fall  there,  and  the  luoly  leading  by  the  pillar  of  cloud  and 
fire  through  all  the  entaiiglenX'ents  and  dangers  therein. 
Yea,  and  the  faithful  among  you,  the  tried  and  prepared 
among  you,  have  passed  over  Jordan,  the  river  of  pure 
judgment,  ittto  the  good  land,  and  come  to  witness  David 
and  Solomon  (who  are  one  in  Spirit)  your  King,  who*  rules 
in  righteousness,  and  ministers  to  you  peace  everlasting. 
And  ye  have  a  High-priest  there,  not  after  the  order  of 
Aaron,  but  after  the  order  of  Melchizedek,  who  is:  made 
the  everlasting  High-priest  of  God;  not  after  the  law  of  a 
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carnal  comnyMkinnPt.  bat  aAsr  tke  power  of  ab 
liff:  wii<>«e  lip^  preaicrre  the  kii»>vl<4L^  of  Ae  bv  ibr  tdo, 
in  th^  eii'ilesw  r">ver  of  Ii&:  vb>  Miuitcts  fcr  too  ud  to 
joru  iQ  that  ciKii«i»  p<>vcr«  and  intcfredea  vitk  paver  aid 
efEoa/!7«  an«i  ff»n[iki«»  the  l>U>od  of  the  MmaaBl  «poii  roa, 
wb:*:fa  take^  awar  sin  fr>in  jo«r  bearta  and  eottscieacc^ 
So  trial  je  knov  the  inward  Jev'a  «tate«  the  inward  kolj 
land  and  kin^om,  tke  inwajd  eiranneinoB,  before  je  enter 
int*>  tiiat  land;  and  the  inward  Lamb,  the  inward  paaover, 
the  iuwanl  Moant  Zion,  and  Jefmsalem;  die  inward  sacii- 
fifx-i)  and  inceD:«e,  the  inward  tabemade,  temple,  and  ark  of 
the  covenant,  the  iuwanl  ^liew-brcad,  tbe  inward  manni» 
the  inward  rod  that  baddeth,  tbe  inward  candlesticky  and 
the  lani]H,  which  are  never  to  go  ont  in  6od*s  temple.  And 
what  (should  I  eav  more?  All  that  that  people  were  to  be 
outwardly,  in  an  ontward  wav  and  state,  bath  God  made 
von  inwardly  in  the  snlis^tance;  and  what  God  would  have 
)>een  to  them  outwardly,  had  they  obeyed  his  voice,  and 
kept  hii>  statutes  and  judgments,  that  he  is  to  yon  inwardlr, 
who  are  the  called  and  chosen  and  faitliful  followers  of  the 
Lamb;  and  ye  are  the  eujoyers  of  their  blessings  and  prom- 
ises  inwardly.  Oh,  the  gloiy  of  your  state  to  the  eye  that 
is  opened  to  see  it! 

Now,  somewhat  doth  remain  on  my  heart  unto  you.  Oh, 
be  daily  Bcnsible  of  the  tender  goodness  and  mercy  of  the 
Lord,  which  is  broken  forth  among  you!  What  mercj, 
what  love,  hath  the  Father  shown  unto  you,  that  ye  should 
be  thus  accounted  the  children  of  God !  that  they,  which 
were  once  nigh,  should  be  removed  so  &r  off;  and  ye, 
which  were  so  far  off,  should  be  brought  so  nigh,  and 
should  for  ever  inherit  the  sure  mercies  of  David!  For  of 
a  truth  the  Lord  will  never  forsake  you;  but  his  mercy  en- 
dures for  ever  towards  you,  and  your  stakes  shall  never  be 
removed;  but  this  inward  building  shall  stand  for  ever. 
This  Zion  is  the  place  of  God*s  rest,  where  he  will  dwell  for 
ever;  whereof  the  outward  Zion  was  but  a  figure. 

Secondly,  Remember  what  the  Lord  promised  himself 
concerning  you.    When  he  ivas  weary  of  that  people,  and 
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contintially  complaining  of  them,  oh,  what  did  he  promise 
himself  coneeming  the  people  he  would  hring  forth  hy  the 
Spirit  and  power  of  the  Messiah  in  the  latter  days!  Did  he 
not  promise  himself  that  they  should  bo  a  holy  people,  an 
inwardly  circumcised  people,  a  people  that  should  please 
him ;  sheep  that  should  hear  the  Shepherd's  voice,  and  be 
healed  by  him,  gathered  home  to  him,  and  so  follow  and 
learn  of  him  the  Shepherd;  that  they  should  all  know  him 
from  the  least  to  the  greatest;  and  that  he  would  forgive 
their  sins,  and  heal  their  backslidings,  and  thej-  should  not 
return  to  folly,  or  backslide  any  more,  as  the  children  after 
the  flesh  always  did  ?  Is  not  this  the  people  whom  indeed  God 
hath  formed  for  himself,  who  shall  show  forth  his  praise? 

Thirdly,  Remember  what  a  covenant  God  hath  prepared 
to  make  with  you,  as  ye  incline  your  ears  to  him,  and  are 
led  by  him  into  the  holy  agreement  with  him ;  even  a  cov- 
enant which  is  not  weak,  as  the  old  covenant  was;  but  is 
full  of  virtue  and  vigor,  to  enable  you  to  do  whatever  God 
requires  of  you.  Mark  what  it  contains,  putting  God's  fear 
into  you:  not  the  fear  which  is  taught  by  man's  precepts, 
which  man  may  get  into  his  carnal  mind;  butw^hich  God 
places  as  the  treasury  of  life  in  the  heart;  as  it  is  written, 
"The  fear  of  the  Lord  and  his  treasure."  Isai.  xxxiii.  6. 
And  oh,  who  knows  the  preciousness  of  his  treasure !  How 
it  cleanseth  the  heart,  and  keepeth  it  clean,  and  will  not 
suffer  the  mind  that  is  seasoned  with  it,  and  kept  to  it,  to 
depart  from  the  living  God!  It  fenceth  from  unbelief,  it 
fenceth  from  disobedience;  it  will  not  suffer  the  soul  so 
much  as  to  meddle  with  any  appearance  of  evil.  Oh,  pre- 
cious, glorious,  blessed  treasure!  happy  is  the  man  that 
feareth  always  with  this  fear!  Another  precious  thing 
this  covenant  contains,  is  the  law  written  in  the  heart,  that 
it  shall  be  as  near,  yea,  nearer  than  sin  is,  in  the  heart  that 
is  made  tender,  and  hath  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  written 
in  it.  Who  knows  what  it  is  to  have  the  law  of  love,  the 
law  of  life,  the  law  of  the  Spirit,  the  law  of  faith,  the  law  of 
new  obedience,  livingly  written  by  God  in  his  heart !  Surely 
none  can  but  they  in  whom  God  writes  it !  And  such  can- 

Voi.  m.— as 
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not  but  desire  to  have  it  written  in  their  hearts  by  bis 
blessed  finger  daily  more  and  more.  But  this  covenant 
contains  yet  more,  even  the  putting  of  his  own  Spirit  with- 
m  them,  to  be  a  fountain  of  life  there,  a  fountain  of  strength 
and  wisdom  there,  to  make  them  more  and  more  willing  in 
the  day  of  his  power,  and  to  cause  them  to  walk  in  his  ways, 
and  keep  his  statutes  and  judgments,  and  do  them,  that  the 
Lord  their  God  may  bless  them,  and  delight  in  them. 

Oh,  who  would  not  long  atlber,  and  take  up  the  cross  and 
shame,  to  enjoy  the  glory  of  this  state !  Oh,  Avhat  hath  God 
done  for  a  poor  despised  remnant  among  the  Gentiles!  Ob, 
who  would  not  desire  to  keep  this  blessed  covenant  with 
the  Lord,  that  he  might  fully  enjoy  the  Lord,  that  the  mar- 
riage with  the  Maker  might  be  witnessed  in  his  loving  kind- 
ness and  everlasting  righteousness,  and  all  unrighteousness 
and  uncleanness  might  be  put  away,  removed,  and  separ- 
ated from  the  heart  for  ever !  Ah,  the  virgin  spirit  which  the 
Lamb  loves,  and  delights  to  marry  with !  ^'He  that  4s  joined 
to  the  Lord  is  one  Spirit,"  and  he  must  part  with  all  that  is 
old,  evil,  unclean,  and  corrupt  in  him,  that  would  bo  joined 
to  the  Lord,  and  become  one  Spirit  with  him.     Oh,  who 
would  lose  the  precious  fear  of  the  covenant,  which  is  clean, 
and  endureth  for  ever,  and  kecpeth  clean  and  chaste  to  the 
Lord  for  ever!  And  who  would  miss  of  one  law  which  God 
hath  to  write  in  the  hearts  of  his  children,  when  every  law 
is  a  law  of  life,  and  changeth  the  mind  into  the  nature  of 
the  lawgiver!    And  who  would  grieve  God's  Spirit^  which 
is  our  Comforter,  or  quench  that  which  kindles  the  pure 
flame  of  love  and  life  in  our  hearts!    Much  less  can  any  of 
his  dear  and  tender  children  be  willing  to  vex  him,  by  mani- 
fest carelessness  and  disobedience,  who  giveth  us  to  drink 
of  the  river  of  his  pleasure. 

Oh,  my  dear  friends,  ye  do  not  know  the  great  travail  of 
my  heart,  that  all  the  children  of  the  Lord  might  walk  be- 
fore him  in  all  well-pleasing,  that  we  might  come  all  into 
covenant,  into  the  full  covenant,  and  walk  fully  with  him  in 
the  covenant,  that  his  anger  might  be  for  ever  turned  away 
from  us  ally  and  he  might  never  be  wroth  with,  nor  rebuke 
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any  of  ua  any  more.  It  is  written  on  my  heart  the  break- 
ing forth  of  this  glory  would  i*each  the  Jews:  and  though 
they  be  cast  off  as  to  their  outward  state,  and  not  so  to  be 
owned,  or  come  into  that  glory  any  more;  yet  there  is  a  day 
of  mercy  and  love  for  them,  as  to  that  inward  state  of  life 
and  redemption,  which  their  outward  state  typified:  and 
the  breaking  forth  of  the  full  glory  of  the  Gentiles,  and  the 
manifestation  of  God's  mighty  power  and  presence  with 
them  (they  being  made  by  God  a  people  to  him,  and  so 
walking  with  God,  as  none  possibly  can  but  those  who  are 
created  anew,  and  so  made  by  him),  this  might  provoke  the 
Jews  (the  poor,  scattered,  foi'saken  Jews)  to  seek  after  the 
Lord  their  God,  and  David  their  King,  inwardly  to  be  re- 
vealed in  them,  and  rule  among  them. 

The  Lord  God  of  our  life  and  tender  mercies,  cany  on  to 
perfection  this  blessed  work  of  his,  which  he  hath  so  might- 
ily begun,  and  so  mightily  hitherto  carried  on;  and  keep 
us  in  the  sense  of  his  good  Spirit,  and  in  tender  and  holy 
subjection  thereto,  and  in  unity  together  in  the  life,  where- 
in we  have  been  gathered  and  preserved,  and  in  pure  judg- 
ment over  all  the  workings  of  the  enemy  everywhere,  and 
in  the  gospel  love  one  to  another,  and  to  all  men,  even  our 
greatest  enemies,  that  we  may  seek  the  good  of  all  men, 
even  the  rescuing  and  preservuig  all  out  of  sin  and  wrath, 
as  much  as  in  us  is  possible;  that  the  pure  light  wherewith 
our  God  and  heavenly  Father  hath  enlightened  us,  may 
shine  in  us;  and  the  life  wherewith  he  hath  quickened  us, 
may  live  in  us,  and  we  may  feed  on  nothing  but  life,  and 
grow  in  nothing  but  life  and  trutli,  to  the  great  glory  of  our 
heavenly  Father,  and  to  the  great  joy  of  our  hearts.  Amen. 


A  FEW  WORDS  TO  EXGLAND,  MY  NATIVE  COUNTRY. 

0  Land  of  my  Nativity!    O  my   dear  Countrj-men! 

The  pure  power  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  and  the  springs 
of  life  open  in  me;  and  among  many  other  things,  I  am 
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melted  in  love  and  desires  after  your  welfare.    And  this  i» 
in  my  heart  to  say  to  you:  If  I  now  testify  to  you  in  truth 
of  a  pearl,  a  heavenly  pearl,  an  everlasting  pearl,  will  ye 
not  hear  me?  If  I  tell  you  your  heart  is  the  field,  or  earth, 
wherein  it  is  hid,  will  ye  not  consider  of  it?  If  the  everlast- 
ing gospel  he  preached  agaui,  which  contains  true  tidings 
of  redemption  from  sin,  will  ye  not  listen  after  it  ?    K  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  righteousness  of  Christ,  be  to  be  re- 
vealed within,  would  ye  not  willingly  learn  to  wait  for  it 
there,  and  beg  of  God  that  the  eye  may  be  opened  in  you, 
which  alone  can  see  it  when  it  doth  appear.     Indeed  God's 
visitation  is  upon  this  nation  in  an  especial   manner;  bis 
light  and  power  is  breaking  forth  in  it,  against  the  darkness 
and  power  of  the  spirit  of  Satan,  which  hath  captivated  aud 
still  captivatcth  many.     Ye  desire  outward  liberty,  aud  the 
enjoyment  of  your  outward  rights;  would  ye  not  be  free  in- 
wardly?   Free  from  the  base,  earthly,  selfish  nature  aud 
spirit,  which  man,  fallen  from  God,  and  the  glory  wherein 
he  created  him,  is  degenerated  into?  Oh  !  is  not  the  power 
of  God,  and  life  of  Christ,  able  to  restore  man  to  this?   He 
that  created  man  at  first  so  glorious,  in  his  own  image,  is  he 
not  able  to  create  him  anew  ?   Oh,  hear,  my  ^lear  country- 
men! the  power  is  revealed  which  createth  anew;  and  they 
that  receive  it,  and  are  as  clay  in  the  hands  of  the  great 
Potter,  given  up  to  be  formed  by  it,  are  daily  created  (by 
the  operation  of  it)  anew,  into  a  holy,  heavenly,  innocent, 
living,  tender,  righteous  frame  day  by  day ;  and  are  made 
willing,  daily  more  and  more,  to  be  the  Lord's,  in  this  day 
of  his  power;  and  do  receive  power  to  become  sons,  and 
strength  against  their  soul's  enemies:  and  the  glorious  work 
of  redemption  which  God  hath  begun  in  them,  the  arm  of 
his  sti-ength  mightily  carrieth  on  in  them,  to  their  comfort 
and  his  everlasting  praise. 

There  is  a  spiritual  Egypt  and  Sodom,  as  well  as  there 
was  an  outward;  and  there  is  a  spiritual  wilderness,  and 
Canaan  also;  and  the  arm  of  God's  power  inwardly  and 
spiritually  hath  been  revealed  in  this  spiritual  Egypt,  wil- 
derness, and  Canaan,  as  really  as  ever  it  was  in  the  outward. 
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Do  ye  not  read  of  a  Jew  inward,  and  a  circumcision  inward, 
and  the  leaven  inward,  and  keeping  the  feast  of  unleavened 
bread,  even  of  bread  that  is  not  leavened  with  sin?  And  he 
tliat  eats  of  the  unleavened  bread,  it  unleavens  him  of  sin, 
and  leavens  him  with  life  and  holiness :  for  it  is  a  holy  bread, 
and  a  living  bread.  This  is  the  bread  which  comes  down 
from  heaven,  which  they  that  feed  upon  live,  and  they  that 
live  feed  upon.  And  though  they  be  many,  yet  feeding  up- 
on this  bread,  they  become  one  bread,  one  living  body,  con- 
sisting of  a  living  head,  and  living  members ;  for  the  same 
life  and  pure  heavenly  nature  which  is  in  the  bead,  is  com- 
municated by  him  to  the  mcmbei's. 

But  how  shall  we  find  this?  may  some  say. 

I  will  tell  you  how  we  found  it,  and  how  none  can  miss 
of  it,  that  sweep  the  house,  and  make  a  diligent  and  faith- 
ful search  after  it.  That  in  the  heart  of  man  which  turns 
against  sin,  discover  sin,  draws  from  sin,  wherein  God 
ministers  help  against  sin, — that  is  it.  That  is  the  pearl 
hid;  that  is  the  kingdom  hid;  in  that  is  the  righteousness 
of  God  revealed  from  faith  to  faith,  in  all  that  receive  and 
give  up  to  this  holy  leaven.  This  is  of  the  nature  of  God 
and  Christ;  this  is  a  measure  of  his  light,  of  his  pure  life; 
this  is  the  law  and  commandment  everlasting,  which  God 
writes  in  the  hearts  of  his  spiritual  Israel.  For  the  inward 
Jew  hath  inward  tables,  where  the  inward  law  is  written, 
for  the  inward  eye  to  read.  Oh,  how  nigh  is  God  inwardly, 
to  the  inward  people,  in  this  our  day!  Oh!  the  pure  glory 
is  broke  forth.  But  alas !  men  are  in  their  several  sorts  of 
dreams,  and  take  no  notice  of  it.  What  shall  the  Lord  do 
to  awaken  this  nation  ?  In  what  way  shall  his  power  ap- 
pear, to  bring  down  unrighteousness,  and  to  bring  up  right- 
eousness, in  the- spirits  of  people?  Do  ye  not  think  the 
Lord  bath  been  at  work  ?  How  could  deceit  be  so  wasted 
inwardly,  and  truth  so  grown  inwardly,  and  ovei*spread  tnore 
and  more,  and  gain  ground  in  the  nation,  if  the  hand  and 
power  of  the  Lord  were  not  with  it,  blessing  it.  Oh!  take 
notice  of  the  handy-work  of  the  Lord,  ye  children  of  men, 
and  wait  to  feel  tnith  near,  and  to  partake  of  the  living  vir- 
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Three  Queries  upox  three  verses  of  the  SLVith  Psalh. 

VerHC  4.  "There  is  a  river,  the  streams  whereof  shall 
ifiakc  f^lad  tlic  city  of  God,  the  holy  place  of  the  tabernacles 
ofthoMoHtlligh." 

Query  1.  Which  is  the  river,  and  what  are  the  streams 
thoroof,  which  make  glad  the  city  of  God?  And  which  is 
tho  olty  of  (lod  which  they  make  glad?  which  are  the  tab- 
onrndoN  of  tho  Most  High?  and  which  is  the  holy  place  of 
tliono  tnhoninoloM?  Oh,  my  dear  countrymen,  tliat  every 
oitg  lit  thla  nation  did  understand  and  enjoy  these  things! 
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for  the  Lord  is  ready  to  beget  a  will,  to  beget  a  thirst,  in 
the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men ;  and  whosoever  thirsteth, 
whosoever  will,  is  called  to  the  waters,  and  may  come  to 
the  waters,  and  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely,  (Isa.  Iv.  1. 
Rev.  xxii.  17.)  yea,  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  their  souls. 
For  indeed  this  is  the  day  of  God's  power,  wherein  he  doth 
make  his  people  willing  to  come  to  him,  and  to  abide  with 
him  in  the  fountain  of  living  waters;  and  those  that  do 
come  to  him,  and  abide  with  him,  he  abundantly  satisfieth 
with  the  fatness  of  his  house,  and  giveth  them  to  drink  of 
the  river  of  his  pleasures.  Psa.  xxxvi.  8,  9.  Mark:  God  is 
the  fountain  of  living  waters,  with  him  is  the  fountain  of 
life,  a  river  of  pleasures,  a  river  whose  streams  make  glad 
the  whole  city,  even  the  holy  place  of  all  the  tabernacles  of 
the  Most  High;  and  he  giveth  his  citizens  to  drink  of  it; 
and  whosoever  drinketh  of  it,  it  maketh  them  glad,  it  re- 
fresheth  their  life.     Oh  that  more  knew  what  this  means ! 

Verse  5.  "God  is  in  the  midst  of  her,  she  shall  not  be 
moved;  God  shall  help  her,  and  that  right  early; "  or  when 
the  morning  appeareth,  or  from  the  morning  appearing. 

Query  2.  How  is  God  in  the  midst  of  this  city?  Is  it  not 
more  gloriously  in  an  inward  way,  than  ever  he  was  in  the 
temple  in  the  outward  Jerusalem,  in  an  outward  way?  How 
is  she  built?  How  is  she  founded  and  situated?  How  comes 
it  about  that  she  shall  not  be  moved?  How  is  God  her  ref- 
uge and  strength,  atid  present  help  in  the  time  of  trouble? 
After  what  manner  doth  God  arise  inwardly,  and  scatter  his 
enemies?  How  doth  the  morning  light  help  her?  After 
what  manner,  when  the  enemy  cometh  in  like  a  flood,  doth 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  lift  up  a  standard  against  him?  Ah, 
blessed  are  they  that  know  and  experience  and  live  in  the 
enjoyment  of  these  things!  Oh  that  this  whole  nation  did 
so!  Were  it  not  worth  the  suffering  of  much,  the  denying 
of  much,  and  the  bearing  of  much  judgment,  to  come  to 
this? 

Verse  10.  "Be  still,  and  know  that  I  am  God;  I  will  be 
exalted  among  (or  in)  the  heathen :  I  will  be  exalted  in  the 
earth/V 
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Qaeiy  8.  What  is  that  stillnesB  wherein  Ood  is  known  to 
he  God,  not  outwardly  in  notion,  but  inwardly  in  the  heart? 
What  is  that  silence  of  mind,  wherein  God  teacheth  his  Is- 
rael in  the  new  covenant,  to  know  him  as  he  is ;  even  all  of 
them,  from  the  greatest  to  the  least?  How  will  God  come 
to  be  exalted  in  the  heathen,  and  in  the  earth  ?  Is  it  no^  bj 
the  light  of  his  day,  breaking  forth  and  shining  in  them? 
Where  this  day  breaks  forth  in  any  heart,  doth  it  not  break 
down  and  destroy  the  kingdom  of  darkness  inwardly?  And 
doth  not  the  King  of  glory  consume  the  man  of  sin,  tbe 
wicked  one  that  was  exalted  in  the  temple  before  (which 
temple  belonged  of  right  to  God),  with  the  Spirit  of  his 
mouth,  and  destroy  him  with  the  brightness  of  his  coming 
or  appearing?  Isa.  xi.  4.  2  Tliess.  ii.  8.  Then  is  the  day 
known  wherein  the  Lord  alone  is  exalted.  Oh  that  this 
day  were  more  known ;  and  the  Lord,  who  is  indeed  worthy, 
were  more  exalted,  and  all  flesh  become  his  footstool  for 
ever! 


Concerning  the  true  Church  and  ministry  under  the  Gospel, 
and  the  Maintenance  thereof;  some  few  Questions  an- 
swered in  Truth  and  Plainness  of  heart,  and  left  to  the 
Witness  and  Testimony  of  God  in  other  Men's  Con- 
sciences. 

Quest.  1.  Which  is  the  true  church,  or  the  gospel  church 
or  the  church  according  to  the  new  covenant?  (For  there 
was  an  old  covenant,  and  a  church  according  to  that,  under 
the  law;  and  there  is  a  new  covenant,  and  a  church  accord- 
ing to  that,  under  the  gospel.) 

Ans.  For  the  clearing  of  this  to  the  hearts  and  conscien- 
ces of  people,  let  us  inquire  and  consider  what  the  new 
covenant  is,  and  then  it  will  more  easily  appear  which  is 
the  church  according  to  the  new  covenant. 

The  new  covenant  according  to  plain  scripture,  and  ac- 
cording to  manifest  experience  in  this  blessed  day  of  the 
the  shining  of  the  gospel  light  in  men's  hearts,  is  a  covenant 
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of  God's  patting  his  law  in  the  inward  parts  of  people,  and 
writing  it  in  their  hearts,  and  of  his  becoming  their  God, 
and  making  them  his  people,  and  of  teaching  them  all  to 
know  him  (inwardly  and  experimentally)  from  the  least  to 
the  greatest,  and  of  being  merciful  to  their  unrighteousness, 
and  remembering  their  sins  and  iniquities  no  more.  Jer. 
xxxi.  33,  34.  Heb.  viii.  10,  11,  12. 

Xow  if  this  be  the  new  covenant,  the  covenant  of  the  gos- 
pel church,  then  they  are  the  gospel  church  who  are  the 
people  of  God  according  to  this  covenant,  who  have  the 
law  put  by  God  into  their  inward  parts,  and  written  in  their 
hearts;  and  so  according  to  this  law  and  covenant,  have 
God  to  be  their  God,  and  are  his  people,  and  are  taught  by 
him  to  know  him  (as  it  is  written,  "All  my  people  shall  be 
taught  of  the  Lord,"  Isa.  liv.  13.  and  John  vi.  45.),  and 
whose  unrighteousness  God  hath  been  merciful  to,  and 
whose  sins  and  iniquities  he  remembereth  no  more,  being 
washed  away  from  their  consciences  by  the  blood  of  the  ev- 
erlasting covenant,  which  the  blood  of  bulls  and  goats  could 
never  do:  so  that  this  is  the  New  Testament  church  (or  gos- 
pel church);  a  chui'ch  of  Jews  inward,  as  the  law  church 
was  a  church  of  Jews  outward:  a  church  of  inward  wor- 
shippers, of  worshippers  in  Spirit  and  in  truth,  John  iv.  23. 
as  the  law  church  was  a  church  of  worshippers  outward :  a 
church  of  inwardly  circumcised  ones,  as  the  law  church  was 
a  church  of  outwardly  circumcised  ones.  Rom.  ii.  29.  A 
church  of  such  as  are  inwardly  holy,  as  the  law  church  was 
to  be  a  church  of  such  as  were  outwardly  holy:  a  church  of 
such  as  offer  inward  incense  and  sacrifices,  as  the  law  church 
was  a  church  of  such  as  offered  outward  incense  and  sacrifi- 
ces: a  church  of  inwardly  redeemed  ones,  from  the  inward 
Egypt,  from  the  inward  darkness  and  power  of  Satan,  as 
the  law  church  was  a  church  of  such  as  were  redeemed  from 
the  outward  Egypt,  and  the  power  of  Pharaoh  outward :  a 
church  that  hath  the  inward  ark,  (Rev.  xi.  19.)  the  inward 
presence,  the  inward  manna,  &c.,  as  the  outward  church  of 
the  Jews  had  the  outward. 
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Quest.  2.  Which  is  the  true  goBpel  miiiistrv,  and  who  are 
the  true  g:o3pel  ministers  ? 

Ans.  Those  whom  Christ  sends  forth,  in  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  his  Father,  to  gather  and  build  up  this  church* 
Christ  had  all  power  in  heaven  and  eai-th  given  him, 
even  to  this  very  end,  to  gather,  defend,  and  "build  up  his 
church;  and  he  bid  his  apostles  wait  for  the  same  power, 
and  sends  forth  his  ministers  in  the  same  power,  that  they 
may  be  able  ministers  of  the  gospel,  which  is  not  words  but 
power,  even  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation.  Rom.  i.  16. 
The  new  covenant  stands  not  in  the  letter,  but  in  Spirit 
and  power;  and  they  that  are  the  ministers  of  it,  must  re- 
ceive life,  Spirit,  and  power  from  Christ,  the  head,  and  min- 
ister in  that  Spirit,  life,  and  power  to  the  membei-s,  or  they 
cannot  nourish  and  build  them  up;  yea,  they  must  preach 
and  minister  to  the  world  in  it,  or  they  are  not  able  to 
gather  out  of  the  world  into  it.  Christ,  the  Loixl  of  his 
church,  the  foundation  of  life  in  his  church,  the  everlasting 
rock,  is  a  living  stone;  and  his  church  is  built  of  lively 
stones;  and  how  can  any  minister  life  unto  them,  or  build 
them  up  in  the  life.  Spirit,  and  power,  but  who  are  in  the 
life,  S{)irit,  and  power,  and  who  receive  life,  Spirit,  and 
power  from  the  Head,  to  further,  quicken,  and  build  up  the 
living  members  with?  The  milk  which  nourisheth  the  liv- 
ing babe,  is  living,  which  must  come  pure  from  the  breast 
of  life,  and  not  be  mixed  with  man's  wisdom  or  brain  inven- 
tions, or  it  cannot  j'ield  pure  nourishment.  What  then 
must  the  bread  and  wine  and  water  of  the  kingdom  be^ 
whereon  the  children  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  must  feed, 
or  they  cannot  be  satisfied  ?  And  the  ministers  of  the  gos- 
pel are  stewards  of  this  heavenly  life,  this  heavenly  Spirit, 
this  heavenly  power,  this  heavenly  treasure,  which  they  have 
in  the  earthen  vessels,  and  which  God  enables  them  to 
bring  forth,  for  the  feeding  of  his  Iambs  and  sheep.  Christ 
said  unto  Peter,  "Lovest  thou  me  more  than  these?"  Peter 
answered  him,  ^^  Yea,  Lord,  thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee." 
If  it  be  so,  "feed  my  lambs,  feed  my  sheep,"  said  Christ  to 
him.    But  how  should  he  feed  them?    Li  what  should  he 
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feed  them  ?  With  what  should  he  feed  them  ?  All  power, 
saith  Christ,  is  given  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth ;  and  I  am 
to  ascend  to  my  Father,  and. to  receive  the  fulness  of  his 
Spirit;  and  do  ye  wait,  and  ye  shall  receive  abundantly  of 
the  same  Spirit  and  power,  and  then  in  that  Spirit  and 
power  ye  shall  he  able  to  feed  my  lambs  and  sheep,  that 
are  begotten  and  gathered  to  me,  in  it;  but  out  of  it  none 
is  able  to  feed  and  build  them  up ;  for  that  is  the  very  thing 
they  are  to  be  fed  with  and  built  up  in.  Indeed  a  man  may 
be  a  minister  of  the  letter,  a  minister  of  the  law,  without  the 
Spirit  and  power;  but  of  the  gospel  he  cannot  possibly ; 
for  that  consists  not  in  letter,  but  in  Spirit,  2  Cor.  iii.  and 
the  faith  that  is  to;  be  begotten  there,  is  not  to  stand  in 
the  wisdom  of  man,  but  in  the  power  of  God.  The  gospel 
state,  the  gospel  church,  the  gospel  building,  begins  in  the 
power,  and  is  carried  on  in  the  power,  and  finished  or  per- 
fected in  the  power;  and  the  whole  ministry  of  the  gospel 
is  to  partake  of  this  power,  and  minister  in  it,  or  they  can 
do  nothing  in  this  work.  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord  begun  it  in 
this  power,  and  none  can  carry  it  on  without  this  power: 
the  Lord  God  of  glory  laid  the  foundation;  "Behold,  I  lay 
in  Zion  for  a  foundation."  &c.  Isa.  xxviii.  16. 1  Pet.  ii.  4,  5, 
6.  And  the  quickening  Spirit  alone  is  able  to  make  living 
stones  and  spiritual  stones;  and  the  Lord  alone  is  able  to 
build  them  up  by  the  operation  of  this  Spirit  and  power; 
and  they  that  are  the  true  ministers  of  the  gospel,  minister 
in  this,  and  are  to  wait  lor  it  daily  from  God,  that  they  may 
minister  in  it. 

Quest  8.  What  is  the  maintenance  of  the  ministers  of 
Christ,  or  what  is  to  be  the  maintenance  of  the  true  minis- 
ters under  the  gospel? 

Ans.  Christ,  who  hath  sent  them  forth  to  minister  in  his 
name,  hath  provided  for  them ;  and  they  that  are  bis  true 
ministers,  are  satisfied  with  what  he  hath  provided  for  them, 
Matt  X.  10.  being  careful  not  to  make  the  gospel,  which  is 
to  be  an  inward  blessing,  outwardly  chargeable  to  any.  The 
mind  of  the  true  ministers  is  about  the  service  of  Christ ; 
}iow  they  may  be  fiiithful  to  him,  gather  souls  to  him,  feed 
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them  with  the  Vrcmd  of  life  frm  him;  Mft  what  Ikcj  ibdl 
hare  from  men  fior  ao  doiDg,  fer  audi  eovet  no  man^a  gold 
or  dilfrer^  4e. 


80XK  QCKSTIOSS  A3SWTSLMD  COXOCE^nSG  ZBS  LaJCB*S  WaB. 


Qoeiit.  1.  Who  is  the  Lamb? 

Ans.  He  that  takes  away  the  sins  of  the  world.  The 
AV^onl  which  was  in  the  beginning.  ^^  Behold  the  Lamb  of 
(70<I/'  saitb  John,  John  i.  1.  and  ver.  29.  He  that  was  born 
of  the  virgin  Maiy  after  the  flesh;  and  was  also  the  man- 
child,  bom  of  the  travailing  church,  after  the  Spirit.  Kev. 
xii.  5. 

Quent.  2.  AVho  makes  war  vrith  the  Lamb  7 

Ans.  All  that  are  in  wickedness,  in  darkness,  in  sin  and 
corruption,  and  under  the  power  thereof,  who  strive  to  de- 
fend and  maintain  this  kingdom  against  the  appearance  of 
his  light,  Spirit,  and  power  in  them. 

Quewt.  3.  What  strength  have  they  on  their  side  that 
make  war  against  the  Lamb? 

Ans.  The  strength  of  the  great  red  dragon,  who  hath 
seven  heads  and  ten  horns;  and  in  every  one  of  his  heads  is 
wisdom,  and  in  every  one  of  his  horns  there  is  power.  So 
that  dreadful  is  the  battle  that  is  fought  between  them,  ei- 
ther inwardly  in  the  hearty  or  outwardly  in  the  world,  when 
Christ  appears  in  his  light,  Spirit,  and  power,  to  assault  and 
break  down  the  kingdom  of  darkness,  and  to  set  up  his  own 
kingdom,  which  must  be  set  up,  even  in  the  world.  Dan. 
vii.  14,  27.  Ilcv.  xi.  15. 

Quest.  4.  Did  the  great  red  dragon  and  his  army  ever  (in 
any  respect)  prevail  in  this  battle? 

Ans.  Yes;  for  even  while  the  Lamb,  and  his  pure  life 
and  holy  testimony  have  pi*evailed,  so  that  the  dragon  and 
his  arniy  could  get  no  ground  over  them  inwardly,  but  sal- 
vation (the  wall  and  bulwark  of  God's  heritage)  and 
strength,  and  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of  hk 
Christ,  did  prevail  inwardly ;  yet  the  dragon,  even  then, 
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hatb  prevailed  over  their  goods,  liberties,  and  lives  out- 
wardly ;  and  he  drove  the  woman,  the  trae  church,  out  of 
her  place,  as  I  may  say,  that  she  was  forced  to  fly  into  the 
wilderness,  he  so  sorely  assaulted  her:  yea,  after  that  also, 
he  made  war  with  the  remnant  of  her  seed,  and  cast  some 
of  them  into  prison,  and  drank  the  blood  of  those  that  would 
not  drink  bis  false  churclfs  cup,  but  keep  the  command- 
ments of  God,  and  have  the  testimony  of  Jesus.  Rev.  xii. 
and  chap.  ii.  10.  Yea,  the  beast  to  which  he  gave  his  power 
(which  had  seven  heads  and  ten  horns  like  him,  chap.  xiii.  1.) 
made  war  with  the  saints,  and  overcame  them  outwardly, 
though  he  could  not  overcome  them  inwardly;  for  he  could 
not  make  them  to  worship  him,  ver.  7,  8.  Nay,  nor  the 
second  beast  neither,  though  he  had  horns  like  a  lamb,  and 
spake  like  a  dragon,  and  exercised  all  the  power  of  the  first 
beast,  and  did  great  wonders,  and  had  power  to  give  life 
unto  the  image  of  the  former  beast,  and  would  kill  all  that 
would  not  worship  the  image  of  it ;  and  would  suffer  none 
to  buy  or  sell  but  such  as  had  the  mark  or  name  of  the 
beast;  yet  neither  could  this  beast  overcome  the  followers 
of  the  Lamb,  as  to  their  inward  life  and  testimony,  though 
it  had  power  to  kill  and  suppress  them  outwardly,  ver.  11. 
to  the  end,  and  chap.  xiv.  9.  to  ver.  13.  which  plainly  shows 
the  saints  had  patience,  and  kept  the  commandments  of 
God,  and  the  faith  of  Jesua,  and  w;ould  not  worship  the 
beast  and  his  image,  nor  receive  his  mark,  either  in  fore- 
head or  hand. 

Quest.  5.  What  was  the  cry  up  and  down  nations,  when 
the  dragon  and  the  beast  thus  prevailed,  and  when  the  false 
church  carried  her  cup  of  fornications  up  and  down  through 
kingdoms  and  nations,  and  msfde  the  kings  and  inhabitants 
of  the  earth  drink  thereof;  and  who  would  not  drink  there- 
of, she  would  not  let  them  buy  nor  sell,  but  impoverish,  im- 
prison them,  and  drink  their  blood?  Rev.  xvii.  2.  and  6. 

Ans.  The  cry  everywhere  was,  *^  Who  is  like  unto  the 
beast?  Who  is  able  to  make  war  with  the  beast?"  Indeed 
there  appeared  no  power  anywhere  able  to  withstand  or  re- 
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Hist  this  power,  wbicli  the  dragon  had,  who  gave  it  both  \o 
the  beast  which  arose  out  of  the  sea,  mid  to  the  beast  which 
arodc  out  of  the  earth ;  lK>th  which  joined  together  to  per* 
secute.all  that  would  not  drink  of  the  false  churches  cup, 
which  was  jijoldeii  without,  but  full  of  abomination  and  filtb- 
iness  of  tbrnication,  fornicating  from  the  holy  life.  Spirit, 
and  power  of  the  Lamb  inwardly,  who  is  the  head  of  the 
true  church  and  true  worshipi>er8.  Rev.  xiii.  4.  and  chap, 
xvii.  4,  5. 

Quest.  6.  AMiat  is  the  time  of  the  dragon*s,  the  beast's, 
and  false  church's  thus  prevailing  against  the  true  church, 
in  reference  to  the  outward,  though  they  cannot  jH^vail 
against  it^^  inward  life  and  testimony;  but  that  (through  pa- 
tience and  suttering)  prevails  over  and  reigns  inwardly,  in 
the  midst  of  all  their  cruelty  and  oppressing  of  the  outward 
man  'i 

Ans.  It  is  the  time  of  Antichrist's  reign,  and  sitting  in 
the  temple  as  if  he  were  God,  and  exalting  himself  over  all 
that  is  called  God,  and  which  ought  to  be  worshipped.  It 
is  the  time  of  the  true  church's  being  in  the  wilderness,  and 
of  the  man-child's  (which  the  true  church  brought  forth)  be- 
ing caught  up  to  God;  which  things  were  to  last,  according 
to  the  scripture  account,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
sixty  days,  or  a  time,  times,  and  half  a  time.  2  Thess.  ii.  3, 
4.  Kev.  xii.  0,  14. 

Quest.  7.  What  will  the  Lamb  do  when  this  time  is  out? 

Ans.  lie  will  come  and  make  war  again,  he  will  come 
with  his  heavenly  armies,  anned  with  spiritual  armor,  and 
fight  a  heavenly  battle;  yea,  he  will  judge  and  make  war  iu. 
righteousness,  against  the  unrighteousness  of  the  dragon, 
and  the  beast,  and  the  false  ^)rt)phet ;  and  his  heavenh'  ar- 
mies shall  follow  him  their  Captain  and  Leader,  on  white 
horses,  clothed  in  fine  linen>  white  and  clean,  who  shall 
fight  in  his  8pii*>t  and  power,  against  all  that  he  fighteth 
against;  and  out  of  his  mouth  goeth  a  sharp  sword,  that 
with  it  he  should  smite  the  nations;  and  he  shall  rule  them 
with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  make  the  spirits  of  all  his  opposers 
bow  under  him,  and  fly  to  shelter  themselves  from  that 
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wrath  which  they  cannot  escape.  Oh,  who  would  not  kiss 
the  Son,  that  he  might  not  provoke  the  Lamb  to  wrath 
against  him,  whose  wrath  is  dreadful !  Rev.  xix.  11.  to  the 
end.    Psal.  ii.  11. 

Quest.  8.  What  shall  the  cry  be,  when  God's  Spirit  and 
power  prevaileth  over  the  dragon's  spirit  and  power,  when 
the  Lamb  gets  the  victory,  when  he  smites  the  earth  with 
the  rod  of  his  mouth,  and  with  the  breath  of  his  lips  shall 
slay  the  wicked ;  when  he  brings  down  the  dragon,  beast, 
and  false  prophet,  and  the  false  church,  mother  of  harlots 
Vhich  hath  drunk  the  blood  of  saints),  with  his  vials, 
plagues,  woes,  thunders,  &c. ;  when  Babylon  the  great  city 
rails,  which  made  all  nations  drunk  with  her  spiritual  wine 
of  fornication  ? 

Ans.  Then  the  power  which  doth  this  shall  be  magnified, 
Then  it  shall  be  said  no  more,  who  can  make  war  with  the 
beast?  but  who  can  withstand  his  power?  Wlio  can  make 
war  with  the  innocent  righteous  Lamb  (who  hath  his  sword 
in  his  mouth),  and  with  his  tender-hearted,  faithful  follow- 
ers, and  prosper?  "Who  shall  not  fear  thee,  O  Lord,  and 
glorify  thy  name?  For  all  nations  shall  come  and  worship 
before  thee ;  for  thy  judgments  are  made  manifest.  Great 
and  marvellous  are  thy  works.  Lord  God  Almighty;  just 
and  true  are  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  saints."  Rev.  xv.  3,  4. 
"Yea,  a  great  voice  of  much  people  in  heaven  shall  say: 
Hallelujah,  salvation,  and  glory,  and  honor,  and  power  un- 
to, the  Lord  our  God:  for  true  and  righteous  are  his  judg- 
ments; for  he  hath  judged  the  great  whore,  who  did  cor- 
rupt the  earth  with  her  fornication,  and  hath  avenged  the 
blood  of  his  saints  at  her  hand,"  chap.  xix.  ver.  1,  2. 

Now  doth  it  not  concern  all  people  to  consider  which  is 
Zion,  God's  holy  mountain,  and  which  is  the  Jerusalem  of 
his  building;  and  the  holy  city  of  God,  the  holy  church  of 
God,  the  mother  of  all  the  truly  living  children?  for  the 
Jerusalem  which  is  above,  and  which  is  free,  is  the  mother 
of  them  all.  Gal.  iv.  26.  And  also  which  is  Babylon,  the 
city  built  by  man,  and  the  spirit  of  antichrist,  in  a  kind  of 
likeness,  but  not  in  the  real  nature  of  the  true  church;  that 
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they  may  wait  for  and  follow  Gk>d*s  call  to  come  out  of  her, 
and  may  not  partake  of  her  sins,  of  her  sorcerieB  (Rev,  xviii. 
22.),  of  her  fornication  from  the  pure  life,  Spirit,  and  power, 
and  setting  up  worships,  and  compelling  people  to  worship 
in  her  forms  (which  are  out  of  the  life,  and  out  of  the  power), 
that  they  partake  not  of  her  plagues,  which  will  indeed  be 
very  dreadful,  such  as  shall  affright  any  from  coming  near 
her,  or  meddling  with  her  spiritual  sorceries  and  fornications 
any  more.  Rev.  xviii.  4.  and  vor.  9, 10.  Oh!  theretbre  let 
every  one  consider  what  the  hoast  is,  what  his  image,  what 
the  mark  in  the  forehead,  what  in  the  right  hand ;  and  take 
heed  he  he  not  found  worshipping  the  beast  and  his  image, 
or  receiving  his  mark,  either  in  his  forehead  or  right  hand, 
lest  God  make  him  to  drink  of  the  wine  of  his  \vT^th  which 
is  poured  out  without  mixtui*e  into  the  cup  of  his  indigna- 
tion, and  he  he  tormented  with  fire  and  brimstone  in  the 
presence  of  the  holy  angels,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
Lamb,  and  have  no  rest  day  nor  night.  Rev.  xiv.  9,  10,  11. 
I  had  rather  run  great  hazards  outwai'dly,  and  suiter  much 
affliction  and  persecution  from  men,  to  keep  my  soul  true  to 
God,  in  the  spiritual  worahip  and  testimony  which  he  hath 
given  mo,  against  all  false  ways  and  invented  worships,  than 
expose  my  soul  to  the  haxard  of  drinking  of  this  dreadftil 
cup  of  God's  indignation ;  which  the  Lord  God  of  tender 
mercies  teach  men,  and  give  them  true  wisdom,  to  avoid 
and  escape*    Amen* 
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C  0  X  C  L  U  S  I  O  X, 


"Behold  my  servant  shall  deal  prudently,  he  shall  be  ex- 
alted and  extolled,  and  be  very  higlu  As  many  were  aston- 
ished at  thee  (his  visage  was  so  marred  moiM3  than  any  man, 
and  his  form  more  than  the  sons  of  men);  so  shall  he  sprin- 
kle many  nations;  the  kings  shall  shut  their  mouths  at  him : 
for  that  which  had  not  been  told  them,  shall  the}'  see;  and 
that  which  they  had  not  heard,  shall  they  consider.**  Isa. 
lii.  13,  14,  15. 

"Thou  art  fairer  than  the  children  of  men:  grace  is 
poured  into  thy  lips;  therefore  God  hath  blessed  thee  for 
ever.  Gird  thy  sword  upon  thy  thigh,  O  Most  Mighty,  with 
thy  glory  and  thy  majesty.  And  in  thj'  majesty  ride  pros- 
perously, because  of  truth  and  meekness  ajid  righteousness; 
and,  thy  right  band  shall  teach  thee  terrible  things.  Thine 
aiTows  are  sharp  in  the  hearts  of  the  Kings  enemies,  where- 
by the  people  shall  fall  under  thee.  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is 
for  ever  and  ever:  the  sceptre  of  thy  kingdom  is  a  right 
Bceiitre.  Thou  lovest  righteousness,  and  hatest  wickedness, 
therefore  God,  thy  God,  liath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of 
gladness  above  thy  fellows.*'  Psa.  xlv.  2.  to  8. 

*'  Strengthen  ye  the  weak  hands,  and.  confirm  the  feel>le 
knees.  Say  to  them  that  ai'e  of  a  fearful  heart.  Be  strong, 
fear  not:  behold  j-our  God  will  come  with  vengeance,  even 
God  with  a  recompense,  he  will  come  and  6«ave  you.  Then 
the  eyes  of  the  blind  shall  be  opened,  and  the  ears  of  the 
deaf  shall  be  unstopped.  Then  shall  the  lame  man  leap  as 
an  hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  sing;  for  in  the  wil- 
derness shall  waters  break  out,  and  streams  in  the  desert. 
And  the  parched  ground  shall  become  a  pool,  and  the 
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thirsty  land  springs  of  water;  in  the  habitation  of  dragon?, 
where  each  lay,  shall  be  grass  with  reeds  and  rushes.  And 
an  highway  shall  be  there,  and  a  way,  and  it  shall  be  called 
the  way  of  holiness;  the  unclean  shall  not  pass  over  it,  but 
it  shall  bo  for  those:  the  wayfaring  men,  though  fools,  shall 
not  err  therein.  No  lion  shall  be  there,  nor  any  ravenous 
beast  shall  go  up  thereon,  it  shall  not  be  found  there;  but 
the  redeemed  shall  walk  there.  And  the  ransomed  of  the 
Lord  shall  return  and  come  to  Zion  with  songs,  and  ever- 
lasting joy  upon  their  heads:  they  shall  obtain  joy  and  glad- 
ness, and  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away."  Isa,  xxxv. 
ver.  8.  to  the  end. 

Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  life  for  ever!  these  scriptures, 
and  many  more,  are  sweetly  and  preciously  fulfilled  in  the 
hearts  of  a  remnant,  in  this  our  day.  They  were  once  (in  a 
degree)  fulfilled  in  the  day  of  the  appearance  of  the  word  of 
life,  in  the  prepared  body  of  flesh.  They  were  again  more 
generally  fulfilled,  in  the  day  of  the  pouring  out  of  his  Spir- 
it, and  gathering  a  people  to  him,  both  jfrom  among  the 
Jews  and  Gentiles,  whom  he  did  sprinkle  with  his  holy 
life.  Spirit,  and  power.  And  they  are  again  fulfilled  in  the 
hearts  of  many,  after  the  long  night  of  darkpess,  and  great 
and  large  apostasy  from  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  apostles. 
Blessed,  oh,  blessed  be  the  Lord!  the  Sun  of  righteousness 
hath  again  shone  forth,  and  appeared  inwardly  in  a  glori- 
ous, living,  powerful  manner,  to  them  that  have  feared  his 
name ;  and  he  hath  been  a  God  of  vengeance  to  the  man  of 
sin ;  yea,  to  all  that  was  dark,  fleshly,  and  corrupt  in  them; 
and  a  God  of  mercy  and  tender  bowels  to  those  which 
panted  after  and  waited  for  his  salvation.  And  the  healing 
virtue  from  under  the  wings  of  the  Saviour,  and  the  holy 
anointing,  have  dropped  upon  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  the 
pure  eye-salve,  and  they  have  been  opened;  and  the  ears 
of  the  deaf,  by  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  have  been  un- 
stopped; and  the  inwardly  and  spiritually  lame  have  leaped 
as  an  hart;  and  the  tongue,  which  could  not  name  God  in 
truth  and  righteousness,  but  hath  been  dumb  before  him, 
and  before  men  also,  could  not  but  sing,  because  of  the 
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breaking  forth  of  the  waters  and  streams  of  life,  upon  the 
thirsty  land  and  parched  ground,  making  them  a  pool  and 
springs  of  water;  which  laud,  which  thus  is  changed  from 
its  wilderness  and  parched  state,  into  a  holy,  fresh,  and  liv- 
ing state,  the  dragons  do  not  lodge  in;  nor  is  it  any  more  a 
habitation  or  cage  for  unclean  and  noisome  birds  (as  great 
professing  Babylon,  the  mother  of  harlots,  with  all  her 
fleshly  professing  daughters,  is),  but  life  dwells  there:  the 
Holy  One  is  in  the  midst  of  this  land,  and  it. brings  forth 
the  fruits  of  life  and  righteousiTess,  to  the  righteous  and 
Holy  One.  And  here  the  King  of  glory's  highway,  even 
the  way  of  holiness,  is  known,  which  none  but  those  whom 
he  makes  holy  can  walk  in.  Let  men  profess  what  they 
will,  yet  being  unclean  in  heart  and  conversation,  they  can- 
not pass  over  to  come  into  this  way;  but  the  holy,  they 
which  are  made  holy  by  God,  and  keep  to,  live  in,  and  fol- 
low that  which  is  holy,  though  wayfaring  men,  and  though 
otherwise  fools,  yet  they  shall  not  err  here,  but  be  preserved 
by  the  holy  power,  in  the  holy  way,  which  is  prepared  and 
cast  up  for  these :  and  as  for  that  which  would  tear  and  de- 
stroy, it  shall  not  be  found  on  all  that  holy  mountain  where 
these  live  and  feed.  Yea,  here  is  the  house  of  God  and 
throne  of  God,  and  God  the  Judge  of  all,  and  Jesus  the 
Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  the  blood  of  sprinkling, 
where  the  ransomed  of  the  Lord  enjoy  the  presence  of  the 
bridegroom,  whom  God  hath  set  King,  and  who  reigns  on 
his  holy  hill  of  inward  and  spiritual  Zion,  and  causeth  them 
to  sing,  who  feel  him  reign  (even  the  everlasting  seed  of  life 
to  reign  inwardly  in  the  heart).  Oh,  everlasting  joy  is  upon 
their  heads!  they  have  obtained  joy  and  gladness;  and  sor- 
n)w  and  sighing  flee  away,  when  the  joy  unspeakable  and 
full  of  glory  is  felt  springing  in  the  heart,  from  the  sense  of 
the  presence  and  enjoyment  of  the  bridegroom.  For  of  a 
truth,  the  Lord  hath  comforted  Zion ;  yea,  he  hath  com- 
forted many  of  her  waste  places  (he  was  angry  with  her 
daughters,  before  their  filth  was  purged  away  by  the  Spirit 
of  judgment  and  burning;  since  that  time  his  anger  hath 
been  turned  away,  and  he  hath  comforted  them,  Isa.  xii.  1, 
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&e.);  and  he  hath  made  her  wildeniesfl  iu  many  hearts  like 
Eden,  and  her  deaert  like  the  garden  of  the  Lord  (even  like 
the  gai-den  that  he  waters):  and  how  can  joy  and  gladnet«s 
but  he  found  here,  with  thankngiving  and  the  voice  of  mel- 
ody? Ifta.  Iviii.  11.  and  chap.  li.  8.  Thns  it  is  with  such  of 
the  gathered  people  and  nation  of  the  Lord,  that  hearken 
and  give  ear  to  him,  and  have  known  tlie  way  of  life  to  pro- 
ceed out  of  his  mouth,  and  his  judgment  to  rest  for  a  light, 
ver.  4, 


BOMS 

SENSIBLE,  WEIGHTY  QUERIES, 

COXCERNIXG 

SOME   THINGS  VERY  SWEET  AND  NECESSARY  TO   BE  EX- 
PERIENCED IN  THE  TRULY  CHRISTIAN  STATE. 

WHEBEUXTO   18   ADDED 


A.  POSTSCRIPT, 


CONTAININO 

SOME    QUERIES    OX    ISAIAH   L.  10,  11. 

A  SCRIPTURE  OF  DEEP  COUNSEL  AND  CONCERN  TO  THE 

DARKENED  AND  DISTRESSED  STATES  OF  SOME 

AMONG  THOSE  THAT  FEAR  AND  OBEY 

THE  Lord. 


"VTritten  by  one  who  hftth  been  9<irely  darkenod  nnd  distrtn.sod 

for  a  long  Beti^ion,  but  ftt  length  morcifully  enlightened 

and  comforted  by  the  hand  which  afflicted 

and  distressed  him; 
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**  Comn,  and  let  us  return  unto  tho  Lord,  for  ho  hath  torn,  and  he  will  heal 
us ;  he  hath  smitten,  and  he  will  hind  us  up."  Hos.  vi.  1. 

*'  And  in  that  day  thou  shalt  say,  O  Lord,  I  will  praise  theo ;  though  thou 
wast  angry  with  me,  thioe  anger  U  turned  away,  and  thou  comfortest 
mc.'*  Isa.  xii.  1. 
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IxDEED  tlie  Lord  bath  reached  unto  me  by  bis  living 
power,  and  thereby  batli  begotten  somewliat  which  he  doth 
own,  and  wliich  he  hath  taught  to  know  and  own  liim  in 
Ilia  living  appearances  in  my  heart;  and  by  its  pure  life  and 
operations  in  me,  I  know  it  to  be  the  pure  power.  And 
truly  I  would  fain  have  this  life  and  power  more  and  more 
reach  to,  prevail,  and  spread  in  my  own  heart,  and  in  the 
hearts  of  other  men.  I  am  not  for  any  notional  religion  out 
of  the  power,  in  anyway  or  form  whatsoever  (no,  indeed  I. 
am  not  so  much  as  for  the  very  true  form  of  godliness  out 
of  the  power) ;  but  where  there  is  any  touch,  any  sense,  any 
opei*ation,  any  savor  of  the  true  life  and  power  anywhere, 
my  soul  loveth  and  embraceth  it,  blessing  the  Lord  for  it. 
And  oh  !  that  this  might  be  visited  by  the  LoihI  wherever 
it  is,  and  kept  alive  to  the  day  of  redemption,  and  led  by 
the  Lord  into  tlie  pure  and  living  way,  and  holy,  everlasting 
covenant  of  life,  whereiu  ho  redeems;  for  which  end  these 
queries  have  broke  foi'th  from  me:  and  indeed  no  less  than 
a  necessity  (or  a  necessitous  force  of  love  and  life  pursuing 
me)  hath  constrained  me  to  publish  them,  wlio  with  rever- 
ence of  spirit  commit  them  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  who 
can  open  the  hearts  of  whom  he  pleaseth,  and  give  the  liv- 
ing sense  of  what  comes  from  him.  I  am  satiirfied  that 
God*s  powerful  work  of  redeeming  will  go  on.  Oh,  blessed 
be  his  name,  who  hath  a  mighty  arm,  and  hath  done  mighty 
things  with  it  inwardly  in  men's  hearts !  and  we  are  in  the 
true  faith  assured  that  he  will  yet  do  more  mighty  things, 
as  he  sceth  good,  to  the  gladding  of  the  hearts  of  those 
whose  hope  is  in  him,  and  who  have  no  help  besides  him. 
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SENSIBLE,    WEIGHTY    QUERIES, 

COXCEEXIKO  SOMS  THIXGS  TEBT  SWEET  AND  NECESSARY  TO 
BE  EXPERIENCED  IN  THE  TRULY  CHRISTIAN  STATS. 


Query  1.  What  is  the  water  wherewith  the  soul  or  inner 
mail  is  to  be  washed,  that  it  may  be  cleansed  from  its  in- 
ward filthincss,  as  outward  things  are  by  washing  with  ont- 
ward  water?  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25.   Psal.  li.  2.  ke. 

Query  2.  What  is  the  answer  of  a  good  conscience  tow- 
ards God,  when  the  soul  is  inwardly  baptized  and  made 
clean?  Pet.  iii.  21. 

Query  3.  Christ  saith,  "Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart:" 
Do,  or  can,  any  witness  purity  of  heart  before  this  washing? 

Querj'  4.  How  may  the  heart  be  sprinkled  from  an  evil 
conscience,  and  the  body  washed  >vith  pure  water ;  so  that 
there  may  be  a  drawing  near  to  God  with  a  true  heart,  and 
in  full  assurance  of  faith?  Heb.  x.  22.   Psal.  xxvi.  6. 

Query  5.  How  might  the  Jews  wash  and  make  them- 
selves clean  ?  Isa.  i.  16.  Could  it  be  any  otherT^dse  done  by 
them,  than  by  taking  heed  to  the  word  of  the  new  covenant, 
nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart,  to  which  Moses  had  directed 
them  ?  Dent.  xxx.  14.   Psal.  cxix.  9. 

Query  6.  What  is  the  fire  which  takes  hold  of,  and  bums 
up  the  lusts  and  corruptions  of  the  heart?  Is  it  not  the 
word  of  life  within,  which  flames  against  evil,  and  hammers 
down  evil  ?  Doth  not  the  Holy  One  in  the  midst  of  the  spir- 
itual Israel  do  this  ?  When  Christ,  who  knocks  at  the  door 
of  the  heart,  is  let  in,  and  his  voice  hearkened  to,  doth  he 
not  become  a  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning,  judging  and 
burning  up  what  is  evil  there  ?    Is  it  not  blessed  to  know 
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this  spiritual  appearance,  and  this  work  of  Christ  in  the 
heart  ?  Isa:  iv.  4.  and  x.  17. 

Query  7.  What  are  the  enemies  of  a  man's  house  ?  Who 
must  overcome  them?  How  may  they  be  overcome  ?  Is  a 
man  safe,  or  delivered  from  them  till  they  be  overcome? 
Mat.  XV.  19.  2  Cor.  x.  4,  6. 

Query  8.  What  is  the  house  of  the  strong  man,  where  he 
dwells  till  he  be  dispossessed  ?  Who  can  dispossess  him  ? 
How  doth  he  dispossess  him?  How  doth  he  spoil  his  goods, 
and  then  garnish  the  house  anew  ?  Oh,  what  a  new  crea- 
tion and  change  within  is  witnessed  when  this  is  done ! 
And  who  would  not  wait,  and  pray,  and  believe,  and  suffer 
the  judgings  and  burnings  of  the  Spirit  of  judgment  and 
burning,  that  this  may  be  done  thoroughly  and  effectually? 
Luke  xi.  21,  22.  Isa.  xxvi.  9.  2  Cor.  v.  17. 

Query  9.  What  is  that  coming  to  Christ  which  none  can 
witness  but  those  that  hear  and  learn  of  the  Father,  and  are 
taught  by  him,  in  the  drawings  of  the  life  and  Spirit  of  the 
new  covenant,  to  come  to  the  Son?  John  vi.  44,  45. 

Query  10.  Who  can  confess  Jesus  to  be  the  Lord  by  the 
Holy  Ghost?  Can  any  but  they  that  receive  the  help  of  his 
Spirit,  and  feel  somewhat  of  his  lordship  and  holy  dominion 
in  their  hearts?  Isa.  xxvi.  13. 

Query  11.  What  is  the  precious  faith,  which  is  the  gift  of 
God,  which  none  can  obtain  but  they  that  are  born  of  God? 
John  i.  12, 18. 

Query  12.  Can  any  rightly  believe  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  unless  they  receive  this  faith,  which  God  gives  to 
his  own  children,  that  are  born  of  his  Spirit?  1  John  v.  1. 

Query  13.  Doth  not  this  faith  give  victory  over  the  world 
(over  the  worldly  nature  and  spirit  within,  over  the  worldly 
nature  and  spirit  without  also)?  Can  any  other  faith  give 
victory  ?  1  John  v.  4. 

Query  14.  What  is  the  love  of  God's  children  ?  Wlience 
doth  it  arise  ?  How  come  they  to  love  ?  Is  it  not  of  a  heav- 
enly, spiritual  nature?  Doth  it  not  arise  from  God's  beget- 
ting them,  and  circumcising  their  hearts,  and  teaching  them 
in  the  Spirit  of  the  new  covenant  to  love  him,  and  one  an- 
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Other,  yeft,  and  enemiee  also?  1  John  iv.  7.  Dent  xxx.  6.  1 
Thess.  iv.  9. 

Qaery  15,  How  come  the  childreu  of  God,  who  are  be- 
gotten of  him,  to  obey  bis  coiAimandments?  Is  it  not  from 
the  coDstraintngs  of  his  love,  which  makes  them  natural 
and  easy  (where  the  birth  and  natnre  is  grown  np),  and  not 
grievons  and  burtbensome?  Mat  xi.  38.  1  John  v.  8. 

Qaery  1ft.  What  is  the  fear  God  puts  into  the  hearts  of 
the  children  of  the  new  covenant?  Is  it  a  fear  tanght  by 
the  precepts  of  men,  or  a  fear  springing  from  the  root  of  life 
within  ?  Can  any  who  receive  this  fear  from  Gk)d,  and  who 
are  preserved  in  the  sense  of  it  (and  in  the  holy  awe  and 
reverence  which  it  produceth),  depart  from  the  holy,  ten- 
der, living  God  and  Father?  Jer.  xxxii.  40. 

Query  17.  What  is  the  law  which  God  writes  in  the 
hearts  of  the  children  of  the  new  covenant?  Is  it  not  the 
law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus?  Is  it  not  the  law 
which  the  isles  wait  for?  Isa.  xli.  5.  And  do  the  isles  wait 
for  it  in  vain?  Oh,  blessed  be  the  Lord!  by  the  once  dis- 
tressed and  miserable  ones,  in  this  age  it  hath  not  been 
waited  for  in  vain. 

Query  18.  What  is  the  truth  that  makes  free  indeed  from 
the  law  of  sin  and  death?  Is  it  not  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Je- 
sus; the  inward  truth,  which  hath  virtue  and  power  in  it, 
to  work  against  and  work  out  that  which  is  contrary  to 
truth,  and  so  deliver  and  free  the  mind  from  it?  For  the 
light,  which  is  truth,  can  expel  darkness;  the  life,  which  is 
truth,  can  overcome  death;  yea,  the  truth,,  which  is  living, 
holy,  and  righteous,  can  overcome  and  subdue  the  unholy 
and  unrighteous  nature,  and  break  down  the  strong-holds, 
and  bring  every  rebellious  and  captivated  thought  into  cap- 
tivity and  subjection.  John  viii.  32.  Rom.  viii.  2.  Ephes.  iv. 
20,  21.  2  Cor.  x.  4,  5. 

Query  19.  How  doth  God  cause  the  children  of  the  new 
covenant  to  walk  in  his  statutes,  and  to  keep  his  jiidgments, 
and  do  them?  Is  it  not  by  putting  his  Spirit  into  them,  and 
by  the  holy  virtue,  power,  and  operation  thereof  in  them? 
Doth  not  that  make  them  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of  his 
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power?  And  doth  not  that  give  them  to  do  also,  and 
strengthen  them  with  might  in  the  inner  man?  So  that 
not  grieving  that,  or  quenching  that,  that  id  as  a  flame  of 
life  in  them,  and  fills  their  hearts  with  joy;  and  the  joy  of 
the  Lord  is  in  their  strength,  and  in  this  joy  and  strength 
they  can  rejoice,  and  work  righteousness,  and  remember  ihe 
Lord  in  his  ways.  Isa.  Ixiv.  5.  Ezek.  xxxvi.  27. 

Query  20.  Can  any  work  righteousness,  or  do  righteous- 
ness, but  he  that  is  truly  righteous,  inwardly  righteous,  in 
»vhom  the  righteousness  of  God,  the  righteousness  of  Christ, 
3  revealed  from  feith  to  faith  ?  Must  not  the  tree  be  good, 
/»efore  the  fruit  can  be  good?  Must  not  the  heart  be 
.^hanged,  be  made  holy  and  righteous,  before  it  can  bring 
'brth  that  which  is  holy  and  righteous?  Can  any  but  the 
;>lants  of  God,  the  plants  of  righteousness,  bring  forth  the 
!ruit8  of  righteousness?  Isa.  Ixi.  3.  and  1  John  iii.  7. 

Oh  that  people,  nations,  tongues,  and  languages  could 
understandingly,  sensibly,  and  experimentally,  as  in  God's 
.ight,  with  the  seal  of  his  blessed  Spirit,  answer  every  one 
of  these  things ! 


Three  Queries  more  added. 

Query  1.  Dost  thou  indeed  know  the  new  covenant? 
Hast  thou  inwardly  felt  the  spiritual,  powerful  gathering 
by  the  mighty  arm  and  power  of  the  Lord,  out  of  the  sinful 
nature  and  state,  into  it?  Dost  thou  abide  with  God  there- 
in? Art  thou  daily  taught  and  fed  by  him  there?  These 
are  very  weighty  things.  Can  any  man  be  safe  or  happy 
without  experiencing  them?  Heb.  viii.  8,  &c. 

Query  2.  Hast  thou  experienced  the  true  hunger  and 
thirst  after  the  living  waters?  Hast  thou  been  called  and 
led  to  them  ?  Hast  thou  eaten  and  drunk  the  bread,  wine, 
and  milk  which  those  watensi  yield?  Hast  thou  been  abun- 
dantly satisfied  with  the  fatness  of  God's  house,  and  hath 
he  given  thee  to  drink  of  the  river  of  his  pleasure?  Hath 
the  Lord  opened  an  ear  in  thee  to  hear  as  the  learned?  And 
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hast  tliou  inclined  thine  ear,  and  come  unto  him  who  gives 
life,  and  received  him  who  is  life,  and  gives  life  in  that  in- 
ward, spiritual,  living  appearance  of  bis  in  the  heart,  where- 
in and  whereby  he  gives  life?  Hast  thou  known  his  appear- 
ance inwardly,  as  of  a  living  stone?  Hast  thou  heard  and 
learned  of  the  Father  how  to  come  to  him,  as  to  a  living 
stone?  And  hast  thou  been  new  created  and  formed  a  liv- 
ing stone  by  him  ?  And  art  thou  a  living  stone,  built  upon 
him,  the  living  stone  inwardly  in  spirit,  daily  living  in  him, 
and  daily  receiving  spiritual  life  and  virtue  from  him?  If 
it  be  thus  with  thee,  then  surely  thou  dost  know  and  enjoy 
the  everlasting  covenant,  even  the  sure  mercies  of  David. 
Isa.  Iv.  1,  2,  8.  Psa.  xxxvi.  8,  9.  1  Pet  ii.  4,  5. 

Query  3.  Dost  thou  sensibly  and  experimentally  know 
how  the  Spirit  of  the  Father  begets  the  child-like  life,  love, 
and  fear  in  the  heart;  and  how  the  pure  tear  of  the  Lord  is 
the  beginning  of  wisdom,  and  the  living  child's  treasure? 
And  dost  thou  know  what  the  womb  is  wherein  the  living 
child  is  formed?  what  the  Jerusalem  above  is,  which  is  the 
mother  of  all  that  are  truly  living?  and  how  Christ  is 
formed  in  all  thai  are  begotten,  and  born  of,  and  live  in  his 
apirit?  Isa.  xxxiii.  6.  Gal.  iv,  26.  John  iii.  6.  8.  Gal.  iv.  19. 


THE    CONCLUSIOK 


Oh,  how  miserable  i^  he  who  is  deceived  abont  these 
things !  Oh,  how  happy  is  he  who  hath  received  the  true 
understanding  from  God,  which  cannot  be  deceived  !  where- 
in he  hath  the  evidence  and  demonstration  of  God's  Spirit 
concerning  them,  and  knoweth  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesns; 
as  it  is  in  his  life,  in  his  Spirit,  in  his  power,  who  ministers 
after  the  power  of  an  endless  life,  unto  all  his  sheep,  who 
are  returned  to  the  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  the  soul,  who 
hear  his  voice  and  follow  him  wherever  he  goes  or  leads, 
who  is  an  eternal  Shepherd,  and  eternal  Door  of  life  to  his, 
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and  leads  to  precious  pastures,  and  sweet  still  streams  of  life, 
and  is  giving  the  sweet  foqd,  rest,  and  pure  pleasure  of  eter- 
nal life  unto  his  abundantly;  even  as  it  is  his  will,  that  af- 
ter their  many  sore  trials,  exercises,  and  travels  (and  faith- 
fulness to  him  therein),  they  should  abundantly  possess  and 
enjoy  it.  Glory  to  the  Lord  for  ever,  whose  kingdom  is  set 
up  in  the  hearts  of  many,  and  who  already  reigns  in  the 
hearts  of  many,  and  will  reign  in  the  hearts  of  more!  Oh 
that  men  might  hear  the  sound  of  his  everlasting  gospel ! 
and  learn  to  fear  him,  and  give  glory  to  him,  and  know  the 
hour  of  his  judgment  come  in  their  own  heart,  that  by  his 
judgment  against  sin  and  unrighteousness  in  them,  they 
might  come  to  know  and  worship  him;  and  then  the  wor- 
ship of  the  dragon  and  beast  would  soon  come  to  an  end  in 
their  hearts;  and  they  would  worship  the  begetter  of  holi- 
ness, the  begetter  of  life,  the  King  of  saints,  who  dwells 
and  rules  in  'those  that  are  his^  own,  as  the  devil,  the  de- 
stroyer, doth  in  those  that  are  his !  The  Lord  God  of  ever- 
lasting power  break  down  the  kingdom  of  Satan  (the  king- 
dom of  unrighteousness  and  darkness  in  men's  hearts),  and 
exalt  the  kingdom  and  sceptre  of  his  own  Son  instead  there- 
of.    Amen. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
Containing  bomb  Queries  on  Isaiah,  L.  JO,  11. 

''Who  is  among  yoa  that  feareth  the  Lord,  and  obeyeth  the 
voice  of  his  servant,  that  walketh  in  darkness,  and  hath 
no  light?"  It  is  rendered  in  another  translation :  "And 
no  light  shineth  upon  him  "  (which  was  Job's  case  in  his 
great  affliction,  as  is  signified  by  him,  chap.  xxix.  2,  3.). 
''Let  him  trust  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  stay  upon 
his  God."  ver.  10. 

"Behold,  all  ye  that  kindle  a  fire,  that  compass  about  with 
sparks,  walk  in  the  light  of  your  own  fire,  and  in  the 
sparks  ye  have  kindled,  this  ye  shall  have  of  mine  hand, 
ye  shall  lie  down  in  sorrow."  ver.  11. 

Query  1.  Doth  not  the  tender  and  merciful  God  many 
times,  in  the  bowels  of  his  love  and  mercy,  bring  darkness 
and  great  distress  upon  men's  spirits,  that  they  might  wait 
for  his* healing  and  redemption?  Yea,  doth  not  this  befall 
some  who  fear  the  Lord,  and  are  found  in  the  holy  rever- 
ence and  obedience  to  him  ?  And  is  it  not  good  that  it 
should  befall  them  ? 

Query  2.  Should  not  men,  in  such  a  condition  of  darkness 
and  distress,  trust  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  stay  upon 
him  till  he  cause  light  to  arise  out  of  obscurity,  and  com- 
fort them  that  mourn  in  Zion ;  giving  them  beauty  for  ashes, 
the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  and  the  garment  of  praise  for 
the  spirit  of  heaviness? 

Query  3.  Are  not  persons  very  prone  and  liable,  in  time 
of  darkness  and  distress,  instead  of  waiting  upon  God  for 
his  help  and  salvation,  to  be  kindling  a  fire,  and  compass- 
ing themselves  about  with  sparks? 

Query  4.  Are  there  not  some  who  cannot  be  content  with- 
out heat  and  warmth  in  their  religion  and  performances, 
and  yet,  instead  of  waiting  for  God*s  kindling  the  fire,  and 
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his  catiBing  the  sparks  of  life  to  arise,  kindle  a  fire  of  them- 
selves, and  compass  themselves  about  with  sparks  of  their 
own  kindling  ? 

Query  5.  May  not  men,  after  they  have  kindled  a  fire  and 
sparks,  walk  in  the  light  thereof?  And  may  not  God,  in 
hisjust  judgment  and  sore  displeasure  against  them,  leave 
them  to  themselves,  and  give  them  up  to  do  so  ? 

Query  6.  What  will  God  do  in  the  end,  or  what  in  the 
end  shall  befall  them  from  God,  who  kindle  a  fire  and 
sparks,  and  have  continued  walking  in  the  light  thereof^ 
and  have  been  heated  and  warmed  thereby  ?  Will  not  God 
cause  them  at  length  to  lie  down  in  sorrow?  Oh  that  per- 
sons that  are  serious  in  religion,  might  not  thus  err,  and  so 
provoke  God  to  give  them  up  to  walk  in  the  light  of  the 
fire  and  sparks  of  their  own  kindling? 

Query  7.  When  do  men  kindle  a  fire  and  sparks  of  their 
own?  Do  they  not  first  forget  the  God  of  their  salvation, 
and  become  unmindful  of  the  rock  of  their  strength  ?  Amd 
do  they  not  then  plant  pleasant  plants,  and  set  strange  slips  ? 
(And  where  do  they  plant  and  set  [them?)  But  what  will 
the  harvest  be  in  the  day  of  inheritance,  when  they  come 
to  reap  and  inherit  what  they  have  planted  and  sown  ?  (For 
what  a  man  soweth,  that  must  he  also  reap.)  Will  it  not 
be  a  heap  for  the  fire  of  God's  jealousy  to  take  hold  on,  in 
the  day  of  their  tribulation,  anguish,  and  desperate  sorrow 
of  heart?  Isa.  xvii.  10,  11. 

Query  8.  In  what  light  do  men  build  up  a  wall  inwardly, 
and  daub  it  with  untempered  mortar,  to  secure  themselves 
from  the  wrath  to  come?  Is  it  not  in  the  light  of  the  fire 
and  sparks  of  their  own  kindling?  Will  any  wall  or  de- 
fence built  up  in  the  light  of  this  fire  or  sparks  secure  men  ? 
Will  not  the  wrath  of  God,  in  the  day  thereof,  break  forth 
upon  all  the  workers  of  iniquity,  whatever  their  faith  or 
hope  be  to  the  contrary?  Will  any  wall  defend  the  soul 
from  the  overflowing  storm  of  wrath,  but  the  wall  of  God's 
salvation?  And  can  any  enter  within  that  wall,  but  the 
righteous  nation  that  keepeth  the  truth?  Isa.  xxvi.  1,  2. 
The  name  of  the  Lord  indeed  is  a  strong  tower ;  but  can 
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any  run  into  it,  and  get  shelter  in  it,  but  the  righteous? 
Prov.  xviii.  10. 

Query  9.  Who  is  he,  who,  when  he  falleth,  shall  rise 
again ;  and  after  he  hath  set  in  darkness,  the  Lord  shall  be 
a  light  unto  him?  Is  it  not  he  that  feareth  the  Lord,  and 
obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  servant,  that  in  the  time  of  his 
darkuess  and  distress  trusteth  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and 
stays  upon  his  God?  Yea,  is  it  not  such  an  one  as  is  will- 
ing to  bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  because  he  hath 
sinned  against  him,  until  he  plead  his  cause,  and  execute 
judgment  for  him?  Will  not  the  Lord  bring  forth  such  au 
one  to  the  .light?  and  shall  not  such  an  one  behold  his 
righteousness  ?  Mich.  vii.  8,  9. 

Queiy  10.  When  shall  persons'  light  arise  in  obscurity, 
and  their  darkness  be  as  the  noon-day  ?  When  shall  their 
light  break  forth  as  the  morning,  and  their  health  spring 
forth  speedily,  and  their  righteousness  go  before  them,  and 
tlte  glory  of  the  Loi*d  gather  them  up?  And  when  shall  the 
Lord  be  their  continual  guide,  and  satisfy  their  soul  in 
droughts,  and  make  fat  their  bones,  and  make  them  like  a 
watered  garden,  and  like  a  spring  of  water,"  whose  waters 
fail  not?  Are  not  these  promises  belonging  to  the  gospel 
state  ?  And  are  they  not  fulfilled  in  the  gospel  state,  as  peo- 
ple come  to  know  and  keep  the  gospel  fast,  and  the  gospel 
sabbath?  Bead  Isa.  Iviii.  6.  to  the  end,  and  wait  on  the 
Lord,  to  receive  understanding  from  him,  that  in  reading 
thou  mayst  understand. 

Oh  that  men  knew  the  gospel  fast,  and  the  gospel  sab* 
bath,  with  the  feasts  of  unleavened  bread,  tabernacles,  trum- 
pets, &c.  A  little  of  the  knowledge  of  the  mystery  of  the 
liidden  life  and  power,  is  of  more  value,  and  would  do  their 
souls  more  good,  than  heaps  of  literal  knowledge  wherewith 
the  world  is  so  filled.  The  knowledge  of  God  and  Christ 
in  the  m^^stery  is  no  less  than  life  eternal,  in  them  and  to 
them,  who  are  taught  in  the  new  covenant,  or  ministration 
of  the  power  of  the  endless  life,  so  to  know  them. 
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THE 

EVERLASTING     GOSPEL, 

OP 

OUR  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST, 

And  the  Blessed  Effects  thereof,  testified  to  from 
Experience. 

"The  darkness  is  past,  and  the  true  light  now  shineth."  1 
John  ii.  8. 

"Arise,  shine;  for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  is  risen  upon  thee:  for  behold,  the  darkness  shall 
cover  the  earth,  and  gross  darkness  the  people;  but  the 
Lord  shall  arise  upon  thee,  and  his  glory  shall  be  seen 
upon  thee."  Isai.  Ix.  1.  2. 

"When  the  Lord  shall  build  up  Zion,he  shall  appear  in  his 
glorj\"  Psal.  cii.  16.  (indeed  he  doth  so.) 

The  blessed  message  which  the  apostles  (who  were  sent 
by  Christ  to  preach  the  gospel)  heard  of  Christ,  and  were  to 
declare  to  others  was,  "That  God  is  light,  and  in  him  is  no 
darkness  at  all."  1  John  i.  5. 

Tlie  end  of  Christ's  sending  them  with  this  message  was, 
that  thereby  (preaching  it  in  the  evidence  and  denionstra- 
tion  of  God's  Spirit)  they  might  "open  men's  eyes,  and  turn 
them  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan 
to  God,  that  they  might  receive  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  in- 
heritance among  them  that  are  fenctilied  by  faith  that  is  iu 
him."  Acts  xxvi.  18. 

Now  the  eye  of  the  mind  being  opened,  and  the  mind 
turned  from  the  darkness  within  to  the  light  within,  and 
irom  Satan's  power  to  the  power  of  God,  which  is  revealed 
in  the  light,  the  soul  in  the  light  comes  to  see  (over  the 
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■Li.'Vl   *-r!*.  ail  ^i-n."  Tr>.:    L^'i^^^ti  n    tL*  tLias*  of  God 
a:i  i  i  .i  kfiLr:-  '".i-  is*  tl-r^  at^  -vr-r^ei  is  the  liiht,  which 

A*.  Pr^r.  I:  ^  •r*  i:::^  wi.>  »  tli^  nx-k.  iL*  bolv  foonda- 
Ti  \  :■:  •  r  iL  t'.it  X  ' j  f  i- LkT:  •!  •■!  lirV  in  the  ^ooL  the  Ht- 
;-  jT  **  i  -  "^  J  ^--*  ^  *-  tbe  o:L«?r  Hriii^  $u>n«B  are  nuMk 
a  .  -*.  a.  i  tl-7  Ar^  rairt-t  *'*i  tr:d  to  o^:»iiie  to  him  as  to  a 
\."\.  s  •r  -^.  ±z.-i  «H.  Arvi  :  :dl;  cr«:»a  him,  and  become  Goda 
r  :V.  :'..!.  ar.  !  Lew  enc:i:i"Q  ia.Lim.  1  Pet.  iL  Ol  f  Cor.  r. 
17.  A:.*i  L:r»r.  :r.  ri:*  Ii.-Lt.  none  can  mi^s  of  the  trae  com- 
i:.-j.  L-arii.ir  t/^e  T«.:.-e  of  the  Father,  and  being*  drawn  and 
Xa.  :.'h:  I'V  Lira  to  •:  »rLie  t»>  the  S-^n.  John  vi.  44,  4o. 

>w:'  .ri.i.y,  Hnrre  the  true  Jew's  state,  the  state  of  the  io- 
wani  Je;r,  and  the  inward  cireamcision,  and  the  true  wor- 
f»K:p  .♦.-veil  the  w«>r*hip  of  the  Father  in  Spirit  and  truth)  is 
known.  For  the  Jew  inward  i-*  a  child  of  light,  begotten  in 
the  liirht,  retleemed  out  of  darkness,  and  dwells  and  walks 
in  the  lijrht,  as  G«jd  is  in  the  light.  1  John  i.  7.  And  the 
circiirad?«ion  is  not  a  fleshly  act;  but  the  cutting  off  of  tliat 
which  is  fle>hly  from  the  mind  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of 
Christ*  And  the  gospel  worship,  or  the  worship  of  the  Jew 
inward,  is  the  worshipping  of  God  in  the  newness  of  the 
life  of  his  Son. 

Thirdly,  Here  is  the  true  repentance  from  the  dead  nat- 
ure and  dead  works,  which  no  man  can  attain  to  of  himself; 
but  is  God's  gift  through  his  Son,  whom  God  hath  appointed 
to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  forgive- 
ness of  sins.  Acts  v.  81.  I  say  here,  that  repentance  is 
known,  waited  for,  and  received.  For  not  to  men  in  the 
darkness,  and  loving  the  darkness,  is  the  true  repentance 
given ;  but  to  them  that  are  turned  to  the  light,  to  them  is 
repentance  given  unto  life.  Acts  xi.  18.  compared  with  chap, 
xxvi.  17,  18. 

Fourthly,  Here  the  true  faith,  the  precious  gift  of  faith, 
is  reccivocl,  whereby  men  believe  in  him  who  gives  life,  and 
receive  life  from  him.  And  this  is  the  faith  which  gives 
iu»co88  to  God,  and  gives  victory  over  the  world,  and  that 
which  is  contrary  to  God:  the  faith  which  ia  given  in  the 
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ligbt  doth  80 ;  but  the  faith  which  men  have  in  the  darkness 
doth  not  so. 

Fifthly,  Here  is  the  cross  of  Christ  known,  which  is  an 
ftiward,  living,  spiritual  thing,  effectually  crucifying  that 
man  that  takes  it  up,  and  daily  bears  it,  to  all  that  is  earthly 
and  sinful;  and  then  the  pure  seed  and  life  of  Christ  springs 
up  in  his  earth,  over  the  world,  and  every  worldly  thing. 
GaL.vi.  14. 

Sixthly,  Here  the  pure  love  springs  in  the  heart,  both  to 
him  that  begets,  and  to  him  that  is  begotten.  In  the  light 
there  is  nothing  but  love ;  but  in  the  darkness  there  is  no 
true  love  to  be  found ;  but  the  very  love  that  is  found  there 
is  of  the  nature  of  enmity.  It  is  the  light  of  truth  that  puri- 
fieth  the  heart  to  the  love  unfeigned.  1  Pet.  i.  22.  Deut. 
XXX.  6. 

Seventhly,  Here  the  Lamb's  patience  and  meekness  is 
experienced,  and  the  soul  adorned  with  it.  The  Lamb  is 
the  light  of  the  world,  and  they  that  are  made  lambs  by 
him,  partake  of  his  sweet  and  meek  nature,  learning  of  him 
to  be  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  and  so  have  that  patience 
and  meekness  from  him  which  no  other  can  attain  to.  Mat. 
xi.  29. 

Eighthly,  In  the  light  the  precious  promises  are  fulfilled 
and  partaken  of;  which  make  them  who  partake  of  them, 
and  in  whom  they  are  fulfilled,  partakers  of  the  divine  nat- 
ure; for  the  divine  nature  is  not  partaken  of  in  the  dark- 
ness, but  in  him  who  is  light.  Man  (who  is  darkness)  can- 
not partake  of  the  promises  which  belong  to  the  children  of 
light;  but  when,  by  the  operation  of  God's  power,  his  state 
and  nature  are  changed,  and  he  is  now  no  more  darkness, 
but  light  in  the  Lord,  then  the  promises  which  were  made 
to  the  children  of  light  he  cometh  to  have  a  share  in.  Eph. 
V.  8.  2  Pet.  i.A. 

Lastly,  In  the  light  the  holy  anointing  is  received,  the 
voice  of  Christ  heard,  and  the  new  everlasting  covenant, 
even  the  sure  mercies  of  David,  made  with  the  soul.  Isa. 
Iv.  8.  The  law  of  the  new  covenant  (even  the  law  of  the 
Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus)  written  in  the  mind,  and  the 
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holy  fear  of  tke  new  corenRnt,  which  cleanseth  and  keepeth 
clean,  put  in  the  heart,  and  the  hlessed  Spirit  of  the  Father 
given  and  received,  which  gives  to  those  that  receive  it 
power  to  become  the  sons  of  Qod,  causing  them  to  walk  in 
his  ways,  and  to  keep  his  statutes  and  judgments,  and  to 
do  them.  Oh,  blessed  dispensation  of  life  and  holy  power, 
which  the  Lord  hath  caused  to  break  forth  among  a  de- 
spised people  in  these  latter  days!  Oh  that  the  sons  of  men 
would  hear  and  understand  this  precious  loving-kindness  of 
the  Lord,  and  put  their  trust  under  the  shadow  of  his  wings, 
and  know  what  it  is  to  be  satisfied  with  the  fatness  of  his 
spiritual  gospel  house,  and  to  drink  of  the  river  of  his  pleas- 
ures, and  in  his  light  to  see  light !  Psa.  xxxvi.  7,  8,  9. 

This  opened  in  me  this  morning,  in  love  and  compassion 
towards  the  Papists.  My  bowels  have  often  rolled  over 
them,  and  been  pained  concerning  them,  to  see  how  they 
are  closed  and  shut  up  as  to  the  true  sense  and  understand- 
ing of  things  of  this  nature.  Oh  that  they  would  prize  the 
day  of  their  visitation,  that  they  might  hear  the  sound  of 
life  both  from  others,  and  also  in  their  own  hearts,  and  the 
saving  arm  of  the  Lord  might  be  inwardly  revealed  to  them, 
and  they  effectually  redeemed  thereby! 

I  am  no  disdainer  of  Papists,  or  any  sort  of  Protestants, 
nay,  not  of  Turks  or  Jews;  but  a  mourner  because  of  their 
several  mistakes,  and  a  breather  to  the  God  of  my  life  for 
tender  mercy  towards  them  all. 

,  Astrop,  13th  of  the  Seventh  month,  1678. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

And  in  this  light  the  true  church,  the  gospel  church,  the 
New  Testament  church,  is  known;  which  is  a  church  of 
the  children  of  light,  a  building  built  in  the  light,  which 
church  is  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ; 
2  Thess.  i.  1.  in  whom  they  are  built  together  for  a  habita- 
tion of  God,  through  the  Spirit.  Eph.  ii.  22.  Yea,  in  whom 
all  the  building,  fitly  framed  together,  groweth  into  an  holy 
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temple  in  the  Lord,  ver.  21.  (for  the  Lord  frameth  them 
fitly  together  into  a  spiritnal  and  holy  building).  And  all 
that  are  here  gathered  out  of  the  darkness  into  the  light, 
who  walk  in  the  light,  and  abide  in  the  light,  are  built  up- 
on the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ 
himself  being  the  chief  comer-stone,  ver.  20.  and  are  no 
more  strangers  and  foreigners,  but  fellow-citizens  with  the 
saints,  and  of  the  household  of  God,  ver.  19. 

The  gospel  church  is  the  spiritual  house  of  Jacob,  which 
walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord,  Isa.  ii.  5.  who  go  up  to  the 
mountain  of  the  Lord  (to  that  which  is  revealed  to  be  the 
mountain  of  God  in  the  last  days,  even  spiritual  Mount  Zi- 
on,  Heb.  xii.  22.),  to  the  house  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  where 
he  teacheth  his  spiritual  people,  the  inward  Jews,  of  his 
ways,  and  they  learn  to  walk  in  his  paths ;  for  out  of  this 
Zion  shall  go  forth  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus 
(in  the  days  of  the  gospel),  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from 
this  Jerusalem,  ver.  2,  3.  For  Jerusalem  which  is  above  is 
free,  which  is  the  mother  of  all  the  children  which  are  born 
of  God's  Spirit.  Gal.  iv.  26.  John  iii.  6.  And  she  being  the 
mother  of  them  all,  nourisheth  them  all  with  the  Word  of 
life,  which  goeth  forth  from  her ;  -and  all  her  children  know 
and  justify  her,  their  mother.  Mat.  xi.  19.  Oh  that  all,  both 
Papists  and  Protestants,  knew  this  true  mother-church,  this 
mother  of  all  the  living,  of  whom  none  but  the  living  are 
bom,  and  who  nourisheth  all  the  liying,  and  none  else,  with 
the  law  and  Word  of  eternal  life ! 

And  if  they  knew  the  true  church,  the  church  which  is  of 
the  true  Jews,  the  church  of  the  first-bom,  whose  names  are 
written  in  heaven,  and  did  live  and  walk  in  the  light  of  the 
Lamb,  and  follow  the  Leader,  the  Shepherd  of  Israel,  and 
faithful  Bishop  of  the  soul,  who  overseeth  and  taketh  care 
of  the  soul,  they  would  learo,  and  come  to  know  and  expe- 
rience these  things  following : — 

First,  The  dwelling-place  of  Mount  Zion,  and  her  assem- 
blies, and  God's  creating  upon  every  of  them  a  cloud  and 
smoke  by  day,  and  the  shining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  nighty 
which  is  the  defence  upon  all  the  glory  that  the  Lord  bring- 

voi.  m,— %^ 
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eth  forth  among  his  spiritual  church  and  people.  Isa.  W.  5. 

Secondly,  They  would  know  the  laud  of  the  inward  Jews, 
and  spiritual  Judah,  and  the  song  sung  therein,  because  of 
the  strong  city  which  tlie  Lortl  builds  there,  and  the  salva- 
tion which  he  appoints  for  walls  and  bulwarks  about  it;  and 
would  see  and  know  how  none  but  the  inward  Jews,  the  in- 
wardly circumcised  and  sanctified,  even  the  righteous  na- 
tion, that  keepeth  the  truth,  can  enter  by  the  gates  into  that 
city.  Isa.  xxvi.  1,  2.  And  they  that  dwell  in  that  city,  whose 
minds  are  staid  on  the  Lord,  and  who  trust  in  him,  the  Lord 
will  keep  in  perfect  peace,  rer.  3.  Then  Jerusalem  is  a 
quiet  habitation  indeecl,  and  the  resting  and  feeding-places 
in  it  are  sure.  Isa.  xxxii.  18.  and  chap,  xxxiii.  15.  20. 

Thirdly,  They  would  know  the  feast  of  fet  things,  which 
the  Lord  of  hosts  makes  to  all  people  that  are  here ;  to  nil 
people  that  come  up  to  and  dwell  on  his  holy  mountain, 
and  serve  and  worship  him  in  Spirit  and  truth.  The  Lord 
of  hosts  maketh  such  a  feast  as  no  eye  hath  seen,  nor  ear 
heard,  nor  can  it  enter  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive 
what  it  is,  but  only  by  the  Spirit  of  God ;  even  a  feast  of  fat 
things,  even  a  feast  of  spiritual  fat  things,  a.  feast  of  wines 
on  the  lees,  of  fat  thingsfuU  of  marrow,  of  wines  on  the 
lees  well  refined.  Isa.  xxv.  6.  They  that  are  turned  to  the 
light,  and  follow  Christ  tlie  liglit,  shall  not  abide  in  dark- 
ness, but  have  the  light  of  life;  John  viii.  12.  shall  be  trans- 
lated out  of  the  kingdom  of  darkness  into  the  kingdom  of 
the  dear  Son,  and  they  shall  sup  with  Christ,  and  he  with 
them,  and  both  together  drink  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine  of 
life  new  in  the  Father's  kingdom. 

Fourthly,  They  shall  infallibly  know  here,  in  this  light 
which  shines  on  6od*8  holy  mountain,  the  destroying  or 
swallowing  up  of  the  face  of  the  covering  cast  over  all  peo- 
ple, and  the  veil  spread  over  all  nations.  Isa.  xxv.  7.  For 
the  veil  is  cast  over  and  spread  in  the  darkness ;  but  is  done 
away  and  swallowed  up  in  Christ,  the  light:  for  the  veil  is 
done  away  in  him.  2  Cor.  iii.  14.  And  all  that  are  in  Christ, 
in  his  Spirit,  in  the  light  and  liberty  thereof  behold  as  in  a 
glass  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  and  are  changed  into  the  same 
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image,  from  glory  to  glory,  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  ver. 
17,  18. 

Lastly,  Here  the  King  of  righteousness'  highway  is 
known,  even  the  way  of  holiness,  which  the  unclean  cannot 
pass  over;  but  the  sanctified  in  the  light  do  walk  in ;  and 
the  wayfaring  men  here,  though  fools,  do  not  err  in.  Isa. 
XXXV.  8.  For  they  that  are  taught  of  God  in  the  new  cove- 
nant, and  follow  the  leading  of  his  blessed  Spirit,  do  not  err. 

Oh  that  the  true  church  were  kuown,  which  is  now  come 
and  coming  out  of  the  wilderness,  leaning  upon  her  Be- 
loved, who  led  and  leads  her  out  thence,  into  her  own  land 
of  life  and  glorj^  where  her  light  shines,  and  she  ariseth  and 
standeth  upon  her  feet  before  the  Lord,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  shines  upon  her,  and  covers  her !  Happy  is  the  eye 
that  seeth  this,  and  the  soul  tha^t  hath  a  share  in  it! 


LETTERS 

OF 

ISAAC    P  E  x\  I  N  G  T  0  N. 

To  Nathaxiel  Stonar. 

Dear  Friend, 

There  is  somewhat  on  my  heart  to  ^express  to  thee,  in 
love  and  great  good-will,  which  is  as  followeth: — 

Would  it  not  be  sad,  if  thou  should  perish  from  the  Lord 
for  ever?  If  thou  err  in  heart  from  the  living  way,  it  may 
be  so :  indeed,  if  thy  mind  be  not  turned  from  darkness,  in- 
ward darkness,  to  the  inward  light  of  God's  Spirit^  it  cannot 
be  otherwise.  Now,  if  thou  feel  the  inward  light,  the  power 
of  the  pure  light,  and  art  changed  thereby,  thou  canst  not 
'tpeak  against  that  light. 
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irii*  4««t  ^^  vim.  mtni:  it^r  1*  ta*»r^  4117  :/'afr  ^leiissMt  bow; 
wrliM-^TiZ  Viii'X  :nwartl_ — Lmett  ?•>  jdil  wsikaur  ia  A*  smt 
\'  j^.'T:   nrtr  'Vui:^.  tki.-a  'rj  an 7  ttKu  'JT  niubfintHBd  jdt 

^MTi  i'A'^r*TjL::  i  t:i»i  *!:  :  r*  t  «jr'«L  'St:  the  Sctm  *yi  God. 
T\«*  7**^rr^i'*H  2r«i  L    7  wr^i*.  ^r.-i  trsat  -rf  ta*?  things  of 

*.ir/i»*  n^r';r*i  f.-^rti  Trilii  T^.-tj  •nkn^-?:  ac*i  wh^cn  oaee a  man 
cr/.«^  t^i  ^'h**  m**  Tm-i'^r^Ai'i'-.x-  -•?  ««>'^  fin -is  tiut  the  nn- 
*1  jr^^A'^iiIr.^  vi/'-a  1.-?  La.!  ••:  t^t  '*a:ne  brf-»f«  w»!»  bat  after 
t ?.#^  !!*=r-J^  •irTrrfi  -^h'/ft  •  'f  ti.-*^  Tx-inre  of  tie  tme  nnaierstamding. 
An^l,  fn«=rnL  d-n-M-r  if  tLy  kr.owletisre.  whiA  thoa  hast 
r/*i.^r«^  h<AiL  L,»tti  chai.*r^i  or  docL  chimse  the  nmmreof 
ri.r  ni^'kr-tar.'iinz  a^d  wili^:  or  i*  thy  oM  understanding 
arid  will  y»?t  rerriairiinz-  n^twith-tamiine  all  thjr  knowletige 
a;i<l  |>ra/;ti<:»H  in  reiiiron?  r>lu  do  not  dally  in  things  of  ^ 
iTT^rat  concernment!  Irj^t  thoa  rep»ent  too  late:  for  I  do  not 
h'A]  thee  what  I  see  concemiug  thee,  in  the  light  of  God's 
etemal  .Sjorit:  but  I  would  fain  have  thine  own  eye,  or 
rather  the  right  eye  in  thee,  opened  and  bronght  to  see. 

And  consider  one  scripture  seriously  concerning  the 
chnrch  of  Laodicea;  had  it  not  the  true  knowledge  out- 
wardly, and  a  true  church  state,  and  right  ordinances?  Did. 
it  not  believe  in  Christ,  and  look  up  to  him  for  justification, 
&c.  ?  Nay,  what  did  it  want,  as  to  the  outwardness  of  its 
Mtate?  Hut  it  wanted  sense,  life,  warmth,  inwardly.  So 
that,  if  ye  had  all  ordinances  and  truths  of  the  gospel  light 
outwardly;  yet,  if  ye  wanted  the  inward  power,  ye  could 
not  but  want  the  tried  /70W,  the  white  raiment^  and  eye-^ve: 
and  HO,  though  ye  might  4hink  yourselves  rich,  &c.,  yet  the 
shnnie  of  your  nakedness  would  appear:  yea,  indeed,  the  na- 
kednoHH  of  such  as  are  not  clothed  with  God's  Spirit,  doth 
appear  to  the  Lord,  rfiul  to  the  eyes  and  spirits  of  his  chil- 
dren, which  he  openoth  in  his  own  light,  and  who  see  with 
thlH  eye, — I  say  the  shame  of  their  nakedness  doth  appear, 
notwithstanding  all  the  religious  covers  they  eau  put  upou 
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tbenieelves.  Oh  that  thou  hadst  detsires,  living  desires,  af- 
ter the  nature  of  truth,  and  wert  acquainted  with  the  new 
nature,  which  can  be  satisfied  with  nothing  but  the  virtue, 
life,  and  power  of  truth ! 

Come,  friend,  wait  on  the  Lord,  to  have  the  old  nature, 
the  old  spirit,  mind,  wisdom,  understanding,  and  will  bro- 
ken, the  old  garment  toni  to  pieces;  that  thou  mayst  come 
to  experience  that  which  is  new,  pure,  and  li\ing;  and  find 
the  new  vessel  filled  with  that  which  is  new ;  and  know  the 
virgin  state  of  spirit,  and  the  savor  of  the  true  ointment. 
For  life  savors  life,  and  death  savors  death,  and  living  words 
are  but  the  savor  of  death  to  them  that  are  out  of  the  life ; 
and  the  living  stone,  which  is  the  foundation  of  life  to  us, 
and  very  precious,  is  but  a  stone  of  stumbling,  and  rock  of 
ofteuce,  to  them  that  are  out  of  the  life;  and  who  judge  of 
things  by  their  apprehensions  of  the  letter,  without  the 
Spirit  of  life  and  power.  As  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  for- 
merly did,  and  so  condemned  Christ  in  his  appearance  in 
the  flesh ;  those  who  judge  after  that  manner  now  cannot 
but  condemn  his  spiritual  appearance  in  the  hearts  of  his 
children.  The  letter  killeth :  the  Spirit  gives  life.  If  thou 
wilt  have  life,  thou-fnust  come  to  that  which  gives  life.  If 
thou  wilt  come  into  the  ministration  of  the  new  testament, 
thou  must  come  into  the  Spirit  and  power;  and  know  the 
letter  of  the  Scriptures,  in  the  Spirit  and  power  which 
wrote  them,  if  ever  thou  know  them  aright  Yea,  if  thou 
wilt  become  a  son  of  God,  thou  must  receive  power  fi-om 
Christ  so  to  do;  and  if  thou  wilt  believe  aright,  thou  must 
feel  faith  wrought  in  thy  heart,  by  that  very  power  which 
raised  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead:  all  other  fiiith 
falls  shoi*t  of  the  nature  of  true  faith. 

If  thou  receive  from  the  Lord  the  true  sense  of  these 
things,  thou  wilt  bless  his  name  for  engaging  my  heart  to 
write  them  to  thee;  but  if  thou  read  them  out  of  that  which 
gives  the  true  understanding,  they  cannot  be  of  advantage 
to  thee.  But  whatever  entertainment  they  have  with  thee, 
yet  my  judgment  is  with  the  Lord,  and  my  work  and  labor 
of  love  with  my  God,  who  is  my  strength  and  joy ;  in  whom 
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my  Bonl  reets  in  peace,  in  the  bosom  of  my  Beloved.  And 
oh  that  thou  also  mightst  feel  qaickenings  of  life  and  trae 
leadings!  and  thos  be  acquainted  with  that  fidthfnl  travel 
which  leads  thither. 

Thy  friend  in  the  heartiness  of  true  love,  so  &r  as  the 
Lord  pleaseth  to  make  use  of  me  towards  thee, 

L  P. 

7th  of  the  Fourth  Month,  1671. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

The  apostle  speaks  of  the  state  of  the  Gentiles,  before 
they  were  tamed  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the 
power  of  Batan  to  God!  that  their  understanding  was  dark- 
ened, being  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  through  the  ig- 
norance that  was  in  them,  because  of  the  hardness  of  their 
heart;  not  that  that  which  might  be  known  of  God  was  not 
manifest  in  them;  but  their  ignorance  was  because  of  their 
hardness  in  not  minding  it,  not  turning  to  it,  and  so  they 
became  alienated  from  the  life,  and  their  understanding  not 
opened  by  it. 

Now,  in  this  state,  men  are  without  God,  without  Christ, 
strangers  to  the  covenant  of  promise,  and  without  any  true 
hope  of  salvation ;  and  this  state,  they  are  as  really  in,  who 
get  a  form  of  godliness  without  the  power,  as  the  very  natu- 
ral heathen.  For  nothing  makes  a  true  Christian,  but  the  lite 
and  power:  and  he  that  doth  not  hear  the  voice  of  Christ's 
Spirit  in  his  heart  is  no  better  than  a  heathen  and  a  publi- 
can. Yea,  any  church,  built  up  out  of  the  life  and  power,— 
nay,  a  church,  though  built  by  the  power,  yet,  if  not  pre- 
served in  the  same,  is  not  better  than  a  synagogue  of  Satap. 
They  that  say  they  are  Jews,  but  are  not  so;  ministers  of 
Christ,  but  are  not,  and  do  lie;  alas!  what  are  they?  Oh, 
how  precious  is  life !  how  precious  is  the  power  of  God,  in 
which  the  churches  of  old  stood,  and  the  true  churches  at 
this  day  stand ! 

It  is  precious,  to  know  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God,  to  be 
begotten  by  him  in  the  life,  which  is  true  and  pure,  to  be 
separated  from  death  and  the  power  thereof,  and  to  be  mar- 
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tied  to  life  and  the  power  thereof, — ^to  be  married  to  the 
couqaering  Lamb,  who  triumphed  over  sin  and  death  in 
his  body  of  flesh,  and,  by  his  Spirit  and  power,  delivers  his 
spouse  from  the  strength  and  dominion  of  them.  And  it  is 
precious  to  walk  with  the  Lamb,  and  to  follow  the  Lamb 
whithersoever  he  goes;  who  always  leads  out  of  sin  and  un- 
righteousness,  into  ways  of  purity  and  righteousness,  into 
the  path  which  is  prepared  for  the  ransomed,  where  there  is 
no  danger  of  erring,  no,  not  so  much  as  to  the  wayfaring 
ones,  though  fools,  Isa.  xxxv.  8. 

Oh !  is  it  not  precious  experimentally  to  read  that  script- 
ure, and  to  be  able  in  true  understanding  to  say.  The  way 
of  lite  is  easy,  the  yoke  easy,  the  burden  easy,  the  com- 
mandment not  grievous ;  tliai  being  brought  down  and  sub- 
dued in  me, — ^yea,  removed  and  cast  out, — ^to  which  it  was 
hard?  Alas!  men  building  in  the  flesh,  and  after  their  car- 
nal apprehensions  of  things,  how  loathsome  is  it!  but  God's 
building,  raised  in  the  light  and  life  of  his  pure  Spirit,  how 
glorious,  how  beautiful,  how  lovely,  is  it,  even  in  the  eye  of 
God  himself!  "Thou  art  all  fair,  my  love,  there  is  no  spot 
in  thee."  Sol.  Song  iv.  7.  Lito  thy  holy  building,  O  God! 
into  thy  heavenly  building,  into  the  spiritual  Jerusalem, 
which  thou  rearest  and  buildest  up  in  the  Spirit,  no  unclean 
or  defiled  thing  can  enter;  nor  is  there  any  room  there  for 
that  which  loves  and  makes  a  lie!  Without,  indeed,  are 
swine  and  dogs,  vulturous  eyes  and  crooked  serpents,  who 
make  a  show  of  what  they  are  not,  and  lay  claim  to  that 
which  belongs  not  to  them ;  but  within  are  the  children, 
within  is  the  heavenly  birth,  even  the  new  creation  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus.  For  God  doth  not  strip  his  people  naked, 
and  gather  them  out  of  the  spirit  of  this  world,  that  they 
should  be  empty  and  desolate  for  ever;  but  he  gathers  them 
into,  and  fills  them  with,  his  own  Spirit,  fills  them  with 
light,  fills  them  with  life,  fills  them  with  holiness,  fills  them 
with  righteousness,  fills  them  with  peace  and  joy,  in  believ- 
ing and  obeying  the  gospel !  And  in  this  Spirit  is  the  king- 
dom known,  which  is  not  of  this  world,  the  inward  kingdom, 
the  spiritual  kingdom,  the  everlasting  kingdom,  where  the 
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everlasting  throne  is  near,  and  the  everlasting  power  re- 
vealed; and  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent  reigns  in  the  hearts 
of  his,  and  other  lords  do  not  reign,  but  their  horns  are  bro- 
ken; and  the  horn  of  God's  Anointed  exalted*  who  sits  rul- 
ing as  King  on  his  holy  hill  of  Zion ;  and  they  that  have 
sutfered  with  him,  and  gone  through  great  tribulation,  do 
reign  with  him :  blessed  be  his  name  for  ever  I 


I.  1 


lOth  of  Fourth  Month. 


To  Catiiarixe  Pordage. 

Friend, 

It  is  true,  the  way  to  life  is  so  difficult  iand  intricate,  that 
none  can  find  it,  but  such  as  are  lighted  by  the  Lord,  and 
follow  the  guidance  of  his  Spirit.        • 

Christ,  who  preached  the  kingdom,  and  bid  men  seek  it, 
yet  siiid,  ''Strait  is  the  gate  and  narrow  is  the  way  which 
leadoth  unto  life,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it."  In  a  race 
many  run,  but  one  obtaineth  the  prize.  Canst  thou  read 
what  Chris^t  said,  ''Except  ye  eat  the  iiesli  of  the  Son  of 
man,  and  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you"?  that 
seemed  a  hard  saying  to  some  of  bis  own  disciples,  many  of 
whom  left  him.  And  truly,  friend,  as  it  is  not  an  easy  thing 
to  come  into  the  way,  so  neither  is  it  an  easy  thing  to  abide 
in  the  way;  for  many  are  the  by-paths,  many  and  great  the 
temptations,  both  on  tlie  right  hand  and  on  the  left  The 
way  was  always  the  same,  full  as  difficult  and  hard  formerly 
as  now  ;  but  the  states  and  conditions  of  some  make  it 
harder  to  them  than  it  is  to  othei-s;  yea,  it  is  easier  now 
than  it  hath  been  in  many  foregoing  generations,  being  pre- 
pared and  cast  up  b\'  the  Lord. 

It  is  sad  indeed  that  any  should  be  convinced  of  truth, 
and  not  come  into  subjection  to  it;  yet  it  is  very  easy  and 
common.  For  men  cannot  withstand  conviction,  when  it 
comes  in  power;  but  they  may  deny  obedience  to  that 
which  they  are  convinced  of;  nay,  some  in  the  apostles* 
day  went  further,  even  to  taste  of  the  heavenly  gift,  and 
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powers  of  the  world  to  come,  and  to  partake  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  yet  fall  away.  Was  not  tliis  very  sad  ?  and  yet 
this  was  no  well-grounded  objection  against  the  truth  and 
way  of  God  then.  Indeed,  I  make  little  of  the  illumina- 
tion of  the  understanding,  without  subjection  to  him  that 
illuminateth,  in  those  things  wherein  he  illuminateth.  But 
that  is  a  great  mistake,  to  suppose  I  did  condemn  any  wait- 
ing or  praying,  that  is  according  to  a  true  illumination  and 
leading  of  God's  Spirit ;  for  the  true  light  and  Spirit  are  not 
separated ;  but  the  exceptions  I  have  against  the  prayers  of 
professors  is,  that  they  are  so  much  out  of  the  true  illumi- 
nation, in  a  light  of  their  own  apprehending,  forming,  and 
conceiving.  Now  these  are  but  the  limits  of  the  fleshly  birth, 
out  of  which  comes  nothing  that  is  pleasing  to  the  Father. 

Did  I,  or  any  of  us,  ever  affirm,  that  the  forbearance  of 
the  means  was  the  way  to  attain  the  end  ?  But  the  setting 
up  or  using  a  false  means  is  not  the  way  to  attain  the  true 
end.  "So  run,"  said  the  apostle,  "that  ye  may  obtain." 
Did  he  not  forbid  all  running,  but  the  right  running?  The 
praying  of  the  fleshly  birth,  or  in  the  will,  and  according  to 
the  wisdom  of  the  flesh,  is  not  the  means  or  way  to  ob- 
tain the  everlasting  kingdom;  but  the  prayers  of  the  true 
birth  are.  And  if  I  should  say  thus  again  and  again  to  thee. 
So  pray,  as  that  thou  may  est  obtain  what  thou  pray  est  for, 
I  should  not  be  thine  enemy  therein ;  for  it  is  easy  asking 
amiss,  not  so  easy  to  ask  aright.  Prayer  is  a  gift ;  and  he 
that  receiveth  it,  must  first  come  to  the  sense  of  his  own 
inability,  and  so  wait  to  receive ;  and  perhaps  begin  but 
with  a  groan  or  sigh  from  the  true  Spirit,  and  thus  grow  in 
ability  from  the  same  Spirit,  denying  the  ability  which  is  af- 
tpr  the  flesh:  this  latter  abounds  in  many,  who  mistake  and 
err  in  judgment,  not  waiting  on  the  Lord,  to  be  enabled  by 
him  rightly  to  judge  and  distinguish  between  flesh  and  spir- 
it, but  are  many  times  willingly  ignorant  in  this  particular, 
it  will  cost  so  dear  to  come  to  a  true  understanding  therein. 

Ilath  not  all  flesh  had  some  manifestation  of  God*s  Spirit 
allotted  it?  was. not  that  which  might  be  known  of  God 
manifest  in  the  Gentiles?  and  ought  not  all  flesh,  in  that,  to 
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call  upon  the  Lord,  as  the  true  sense  is  given  them  there- 
from? But  because  of  this,  might  the  heathen  pray  accord- 
ing to  their  own  imagination?  Is  there  not  a  rule  of  prayer? 
Is  not  Qod*s  light,  God's  gift,  God's  Spirit,  the  rule  to  all? 
Is  any  prayer  required  or  accepted  out  of  this?  Indeed,  he 
that  hath  the  sense  of  being  but  a  dog,  as  I  may  say,  and 
not  worthy  to  be  counted  a  child,  yet  may  pray  for  crumbs, 
and  be  heard,  and  receive  them.  But  what  are  praj'ers,  out 
of  the  light  and  life  of  God's  Spirit?  are  they  not  prayers  of 
the  fleshly  birth,  fleshly  will,  fleshly  wisdom?  can  they  that 
are  in  the  flbsh,  or  pray  ih  the  flesh,  please  God?  Oh,  forsake 
thy  own  wisdom,  reasonings,  will,  and  desires!  that  thou 
mayst  come  to  true  understanding  in  this  particular. 

As  to  stirring  up  the  gift,  2  Tim.  i.  6.  Paul  knew  to  whom 
he  wrote :  Timothy  had  a  great  understanding,  and  both 
knew  the  gift,  and  how  to  stir  it  up;  but  he  that  hath  not  a 
true  understanding,  may  stir  up  somewhat  else,  instead  of 
stirring  up  the  gift,  and  so  kindle  a  fire  of  his  own,  and  of- 
fer up  his  own  sacrifice,  with  his  own  fire,  neither  of  which 
are  acceptable  to  the  Lord. 

The  troubled  soul  is  not  only  to  go  to  the  Lord,  but  it 
must  be  taught  by  him,  how  to  go  to  Him.  The  Lord  is  the 
Teacher;  and  this  is  a  great  lesson,  which  the  soul  cannot 
learn  of  itself,  but  as  it  is  taught  by  him.  Men  abound  in 
their  several  waj's  in  religion,  in  that  which  God  is  arising 
to  scatter  and  confound;  so  that  it  is  not  the  great  and  main 
work  to  be  found  doinffj  but  to  be  found  doing  aright,  from 
the  true  teachings,  and  from  the  right  Spirit. 

In  the  time  of  great  trouble,  there  may  be  life  stirring 
underneath,  and  a  true  and  tender  sense,  and  pure  desires,  in 
which  there  may  be  a  drawing  nigh  and  breathing  of  heart 
to  the  Lord;  but,  in  the  time  of  trouble  and  great  darkness, 
may  not  a  man  easily  desire  amiss,  and  pray  amiss,  if  he  have 
not  his  Guide?  A  little  praying  from  God's  Spirit,  and  in 
that  which  is  true  and  pure,  is  better  than  thousands  of  ve- 
hement desires  in  one's  own  will,  and  after  the  flesh.  For 
as  long  as  a  man  prayeth  thus,  that  which  should  die  in  him, 
lives  in  his  verj-  prayers ;  and  how  shall  it  ever  be  destroyed, 
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if  it  get  food  and  gain  strength  there?  But  life  and  virtae 
may  be  felt,  and  that  which  troubleth  be  near  too,  and 
greatly  troubling.  Did  Christ  feel  neither  life  nor  virtue, 
in  tlie  time  of  his  great  trouble? 

We  neither  lay  weight  on  outward  things,  as  considered 
in  themselves,  nor  take  off  from  the  inward.  Ah !  consider 
what  spirit  this  charge  comes  from ;  and  if  thou  discern  it, 
take  heed  of  joining  to  it,  and  bringing  forth  the  fruits  of 
it  any  more.  What  if  God  hath  chosen  weak  and  foolish 
things  to  the  eye  of  man's  wisdom,  now,  as  formerly  ?  Do 
we,  in  so  testifying,  lay  any  more  weight  thereupon,  than 
Gk)d  layeth?  And  what  if  God  hath  thrown  by  all  preach- 
ings, prayings,  singings  (yea  inward),  which  are  not  in  his 
Spirit,  but  trom  the  transforming  spirit  and  birth.  'Do  we 
herein  debase,  or  testify  against,  any  thing  that  is  inwardly 
of  God?  The  outward  which  is  right  in  God's  sight,  must 
come  from  the  inxoardj  but  not  from  the  inward  will  or  wis- 
dom of  the  flesh,  but  from  the  inward  light  and  Spirit  of 
God;  but  it  is  a  great  matter  to  receive  singly  and  go  along 
with  the  inward  light,  and  avoid  the  inward,  deceitful  ap- 
pearance of  things. 

There  is  one  thing  hath  been  with  me  all  along  still, 
throughout  thy  letter,  even  a  cry  to  thee  for  obedience, 
obedience  to  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord;  and  to  con- 
sider, whether  disobedience  hath  not  drawn  this  darkness 
and  power  of  the  enemy  upon  thee.  It  is  not  thy  proper 
work,  to  look  out  at  the  way,  or  think  it  hard  (for  it  is  not  so 
to  the  true  seed),  but  to' be  travelling  in  faithfulness,  as  thou 
art  drawn  and  led;  and  this  will  save  thee  much  sorrow. 

As  for  Christ  being  a  Mediator  and  Reconciler,  it  is  by  his 
death  and  life;  both  of  which  are  partaken  of,  in  the  light 
which  comes  from  him,  even  in  the  grace  and  truth  which 
he  dispenseth.  For  as  God  wrought  all  in  him  by  the  ful* 
ness  which  he  bestowed  on  him,  so  he  works  all  in  his  by  a 
measure  of  the  same  Spirit,  life,  and  power.  £ut  why  dost 
thou  so  desire  to  be  able  to  comprehend  and  reason  about 
these  things? — ^that  is  not  thy  present  work,  but  to  feel  after 
and  be  joined  to  that,  whereby  Christ  reneweth  and  chang* 
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eth  the  mind,  and  wfaeretn  he  gives  die  knowledge  of  his 
good  and  aeeeptable,  and  perfect  will.  Take  heed  of  beiog 
exalted  above  measnre,  or  desiring  to  know  the  things  of 
the  kingdom  after  the  flesh ;  for  it  is  better  to  lie  low,  and 
as  a  child  to  enter  the  kingdom,  and  to  receive  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  things  of  Ood  there,  than  to  be  feeding  that 
knowing  mind,  which  is  to  be  kept  ont  and  famished. 

Ah!  watch,  that  thon  mayst  not  lose  thy  lieader,  and 
meet  with  the  deceiver,  instead  of  Him  that  is  tme;  and  so 
go  back  from  light,  life,  troth,  and  power,  instead  of  going 
forward  toward  them.  Indeed,  this  letter  of  thine  makes 
me  afraid,  as  Paul  speaketh  to  the  Qalatians,  lest  I  have  be- 
stowed labor  on  thee  in  vain;  for  there  seems  to  me  to  be 
in  thee;  a  strengthening  of  thy  mind  towards  returning  back 
to  that,  from  which  the  Lord  in  his  mercy  hath  been  re- 
deeming and  gathering  thee.  If  thou  feel  the  right  seed, 
and  come  to  be  of  the  right  seed,  the  way  of  the  seed  will 
not  be  too  hard  for  thee;  otherwise  it  will. 

This  is  to  thee,  in  love  and  grief,  from  thy  sonVs  tme 
friend,  L  P. 

2Ut  of  Sixth  Month,  1671. 


To  Catharine  Pordaob  and  another. 

Friends, 

Take  heed  of  .that  spirit,  which  will  be  stirring  up  hard 
thoughts  in  you  of  God  and  his  way,  and  the  faithful  testi- 
mony thereof,  when,  in  the  tender  mercy  of  the  Lord,  it  is 
given  forth  to  you;  for  that  spirit  is  your  souFs  enemy. 
Wait,  therefore,  to  know  in  yourselves  that  which  is  to  stum- 
ble, and  fall,  and  be  snared,  and  broken,  and  taken;  for  it 
cannot  receive  God's  truth. 

And  take  care  of  that  spirit  which  hateth  reproof;  for  the 
reproofs  of  instruction  are  the  w^ays  of  life,  and  whom  the 
Lord  loves,  he  rebukes  and  chastens.  And  truly,  friends, 
this  is  God's  truth  in  my  heart  to  you  both,  this  morning: 
the  ministration  of  conviction  and  reproof  is  that  which  ye 
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toe  to  come  under:  and  it  is  your  proper  state  to  wait  daily, 
not  for  comforts,  not  for  refreshments  (that  day  is  to  come 
afterwards),  but  for  couyictions  and  reproofs  of  that  in  you 
which  is  contrary  to  God.  And  if  ye  walk  faithfully  in  this 
dispensation,  ye  shall  in  due  time  know  another,  when  the 
work  of  this  is  over;  for  really,  friends,  ye  must  be  emptied 
of  that  wherewith  ye  are  now  filled,  before  ye  can  be  filled 
with  that  which  is  true  and  living.  If  I  should  say  one 
word  to  you,  could  ye  bear  it?  and  yet  this  counsel  is  with 
me  towards  you :  Oh !  wait  for,  receive,  embrace,  be  glad  of, 
that  which  reproves  you,  and  be  afraid  of  that  which  com- 
forts you  in  your  present  state ;  for  ye  are  to  come  through 
the  trouble,  judgment,  breaking  down,  plucking  up,  con- 
suming, and  burning  of  the  contrary  nature  and  spirit, 
which  yet  deceives  you;  and  to  witness  all  the  knowledge, 
profession,  practices,  beliefs,  hopes,  that  are  founded  there, 
and  spring  up  thence,  confounded  and  destroyed,  before  ye 
can  possibly  come  into  the  true  ministration  of  life  and 
power.  Ye  must  die  to  your  own  wisdom,  if  ever  ye  will 
be  bom  of  and  walk  in  the  wisdom  of  God.  Yea,  ye  must 
die  to  that  part,  that  is  so  active  from  and  in  that  wisdom, 
and  which  would  be  laboring  in  the  very  fire  for  what  is  but 
vanity,  if  ye  will  receive  the  knowledge,  which  springs  out 
of  truth  and  life  itself  which  indeed  flows  over  and  covers 
the  earth  of  God's  heritage,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea,  in 
this  day  of  Iiis  great  goodness  and  plentiful  redemption. 

When  we  were  in  desolation  and  great  distress,  indeed, 
unutterable,  we  had  none  of  these  helps  and  instructions, 
which  abound  towards  you.  Oh,  what  a  day  of  mercy  have 
you  met  with!  and  how  great  will  be  your  condemnation,  if 
ye  become  as  deaf  adders  to  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  so 
miss  of  his  salvation.  And  if  ye  will  ever  know  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord,  ye  must  meet  with  him,  as  a  searcher  and  re- 
prover, in  your  own  hearts ;  yea,  the  merciful  God  must  ye 
meet  with,  as  a  severe  Judge,  and  unquenchable,  consum- 
ing fire  against  that  spirit,  wisdom,  knowledge,  and  faith  in 
you,  which  is  but  of  a  cha%  nature.    Truly,  friends,  it  is 

Vol.  d.— 40 
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far  better  to  be  stripped  of  it,  than  to  find  any  rest  or  pleas- 
nre  in  it. 

Oh,  hear  the  voice  of  the  living  God !  Hia  word  is  nigh, 
nigh  you;  and  his  word  hath  a  voice  that  speaks.  Oh  that 
the  ear  that  can  hear  might  be  opened  in  you !  and  the  ear 
stopped  which  will  not  cannot  hear  the  voice  of  the  Shep- 
herd! Oh,  wait  for  the  Reprover!  and  turn  the  ear  to  him, 
letting  in  his  reproofs,  and  turning  from  what  he  reproves 
for,  without  murmuring,  without  disputing ;  and  the  exer- 
cise of  that  ear  will  open  it  more  and  more:  so  that  ye  will 
come  to  know  the  voice  more  and  more;  which,  though  it 
prove  very  bitter  to  that  which  is  of  a  contrary  nature,  and 
would  not  hear  the  voice,  yet  will  be  sweet,  yea,  sweeter 
and  sweeter  dally,  to  the  true  birth.  And  here,  ye  will  wit- 
ness true  death  to  that  which  is  to  die;  and  true  life,  minis- 
tered by  Him  who  lives  for  ever,  to  that  which  is  to  live. 

But  while  ye  are  striving  to  comprehend,  and  to  begin 
obedience  after  that  wisdom,  ye  will  find  the  power,  which 
opens  to  others,  shutting  you  out  from  that  which  is  true; 
and  yourselves  liable  to  be  tempted,  and  persuaded  to  es- 
teem and  take  up  that  which  is  false,  instead  of  that  which 
is  true. 

What  spirit  is  that  in  you,  which  prejudices  your  hearts 
inwardly  against,  and  makes  you  apt  to  cry  out  [because]  of, 
destroying?  Is  it  not  that  spirit,  which  would  save  alive 
what  is  to  be  destroyed  in  you,  that  your  souls  might  live 
in  and  to  God  ?  The  Loi'd  discover  to  you,  how  the  enemy 
works  in  you,  against  tlie  life  and  salvation  of  your  souls; 
for  he  knows  what  will  be  the  issue  of  this  destroying  work, 
if  it  have  its  thorough  course  and  effect  upon  you;  and  that 
none  of  his  kingdom  will  b^  left  standing  in  you. 

I.  R 

7th  of  Seventh  Month,  16T1. 
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To 

Dear  Friend, 

Some  Scriptures  did  spring  up  and  open  in  ray  heart  tow- 
ards thee  this  morning. 

One  was,  that  of  2  Cor.  x.  4,  5,  and  6.  That  which  was 
chiefly  on  my  heart  therefrom,  was  about  the  fulfilling  of 
obedience.  First,  there  is  a  knowing  the  will  of  God;  a 
waiting  to  know  and  understand  from  God,  what  is  his 
holy,  good,  perfect,  and  acceptable  will.  Then,  as  God 
gives  the  knowledge,  he  requires  obedience;  which  is  to  be 
learned  of  God  in  the  new  spirit  and  life.  For  in  the  old 
nature,  mind  and  spirit,  there  is  notlijgg  but  darkness  and 
disobedience;  in  the  new  creation  is  the  new  obedience. 
So  that  there  is  first  a  beginning  of  knowledge  in  the  Spirit, 
a  beginning  of  faith  in  the  renewing  power,  and  a  begin- 
ning of  obedience  (in  the  same)  to  him  that  calls.  Then 
there  is  an  increase  of  knowledge,  of  true,  pure,  living 
knowledge,  an  increase  of  faith,  and  a  growing  more  and 
more  obedient  under  the  exercises,  judgments  and  chastise- 
ments of  the  Father's  Spirit:  even  till,  at  length,  the  soul 
comes  to  witness  a  full  readiness,  skill,  and  strength  (in  and 
through  Christ,  in  and  through  the  measure  of  the  gift  of 
grace  received  from  him),  to  obey  in  all  things.  When  the 
new  birth  is  thus  grown  up  into  strength  and  dominion,  into 
the  stature  of  a  man  in  Christ;  then  the  senses,  which  have 
been  long  exercised  in  discerning  between  good  and  evil, 
grow  strong:  and  there  is  a  quick  discerning  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,  and  an  authority  in  his  name  and  power,  over  the 
enemy  and  his  temptations :  so  that  every  strong  hold  is 
broken  down,  every  imagination  and  false  reasoning  con- 
cerning the  truth,  is  subjected  and  broken  by  the  evidence 
and  power  of  truth,  every  thought  brought  under,  into  cap- 
tivity, even  to  the  obedience  of  Christ;  with  a  readiness  to 
reject  all  unbelief  and  disobedience,  that  will  so  much  as 
offer  to  rise  up.  Now,  is  not  this  the  Christian  state,  which 
God  would  have  his  children  aim  and  arrive  at?  and  are 
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not  they  blessed  who  witness  it;  and  doth  not  the  true  min- 
istration of  the  gospel  light,  Spirit,  and  power  lead  to  it? 
and  shonid  any  be  at  rest  in  their  spirits,  in  an  easeful, 
formal,  dry,  dead  profession  without  it? 

Another  Scripture  was  1  Pet.  ii.  2,  3,  4,  and  5.  It  is  pre- 
cious to  witness  the  state  of  a  new-born  babe,  to  be  begot- 
ten to  God  by  the  word  of  life  and  power,  even  by  the  word 
which  God  ingrafts  into  the  heart.  Oh,  what  living  desires 
then  are  there  after  that  which  nourisheth  the  birth  of  life, 
which  God  breathes  from  his  own  Spirit,  and  begets  the 
soul  into !  Now  as  the  birth  is  pure,  so  the  nourishment  is 
pure — ^pure  milk  from  the  pure  word, — sincere,  unmixed 
milk  from  the  word  of  life, — ^from  the  breast  of  life.  Who 
is  it  that  begets  to  Gkod?  It  is  the  Spirit,  the  Word,  the  sec- 
ond Adam,  he  whose  name  is  the  Word  of  God.  Who  is 
the  mother  of  these  children?  It  is  the  heavenly  wisdom, 
the  Jerusalem  which  is  above.  ("Jerusalem  which  is  above 
is  free,  which  is  the  mother  of  us  all."  "Wisdom  is  justi- 
fied of  her  children.")  Now,  who  feeds  these  children  ?  who 
nourisheth,  who  brings  them  up?  ^Vliy,  the  mother  which 
bare  them,  she  holds  forth  the  breast  of  life  to  them,  she 
yields  to  thom  the  pure  milk  of  the  word.  The  new-boni 
babes,  they  long  for  it,  they  cry  for  their  food,  they  ear- 
nestly desire  after  it;  and  the  tender  mother  gives  it  forth  to 
them,  even  the  milk  of  the  breast  of  life  from  the  pure  word 
of  life;  and  by  this  they  grow.  But  how  came  the  babes  Xo 
desire  after  such  pure,  sincere,  unmixed  food?  Oh!  they 
have  "tasted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious."  They  have  had 
the  heavenly  taste,  they  have  tasted  that  which  was  living 
and  pure  from  God,  from  his  tender  mercy  and  grace, 
wherein  he  ministers  life  and  salvation.  Oh,  the  remem- 
brance and  sense  of  the  sweetness  of  this  is  upon  their  pal- 
ates! Oh,  how  precious  and  living  is  it,  when  it  comes  new 
and  fresh  from  him !  the  words  which  he  speaks,  they  are 
still  spirit  and  life  to  the  soul.  How  can  they  but  desire, 
that  from  the  breast  of  life,  from  the  heavenly  wisdom  and 
divine  knowledge  of  his  Father,  he  would  minister  unto 
them  of  the  pure  food,  that  they  may  know  and  feed  on  the 
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truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus?  Here  they  come  to  him  as  unto  a  liv- 
iug  fountain,  and  a  living  stone,  disallowed  indeed,  and  re- 
jected of  the  builders  after  the  flesh,  in  all  ages  and  genera- 
tions; but  chosen  of  God,  and  precious  to  all  that  have  the 
true  sense  and  understanding.  They  come  thus  to  him 
daily,  and  so  are  built  up  into  a  living  house,  or  spiritual 
temple  and  dwelling-place  for  God.  He,  the  foundation 
stone,  the  comer  stone,  the  top  stone,  the  hope  and  crown 
of  their  glory;  they,  living  stones  in  him,  quickened  and 
kept  alive  in  and  by  him,  and  shining  in  his  light  and  glory. 
A  third  Scripture  was  Eph,  vi.  10,  11,  12,  and  13.  Is  not 
this  a  precious  state,  to  be  "  strong  in  the  Lord  and  in  the 
power  of  his  might"  ?  to  know  <*the  whole  armor  of  God," 
and  to  put  it  on  and  stand  ai*mcd  against  the  strength  of  the 
enemy,  and  to  overcome  him  ?  was  there  ever  such  a  state 
witnessed  ?  Yea :  John  writeth  to  the  young  men  in  his 
time,  because  they  had  "overcome  the  wicked  one."  (Com- 
pare 1  John,  ii.  14,  with  Eph.  vi.  10.)  May  not  such  a  thing 
be  again  witnessed,  even  now,  in  these  our  days?  Were  not 
he  a  messenger  of  good  tidings  to  thee,  who  from  God  could 
tell  thee,  how  thou  mightest  come  to  know,  to  put  on,  to 
fight  in  this  holy  armor,  and  thereby  overcome  all  the  ad- 
versaries of  thy  soul?  Doth  not  the  apostle  say,  "  The  weap- 
ons of  our  warfare  are  mighty  through  God"?  Wouldst 
not  thou  be  willing  to  witness  them  so  in  thee?  Mind  then, 
in  the  measure  of  life,  in  the  measure  of  grace  and  truth 
which  is  from  Clirist,  all  the  knowledge,  strength,  and  use 
of  the  armor  lie.  Thus  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  is  the 
gii'dle  of  the  loins;  and  from  and  through  him,  in  his  pure 
measure  of  life,  righteousness  springs  up  as  a  breastplate. 
There  likewise,  the  feet  are  shod  with  the  preparation  of 
the  gospel  of  peace;  for  there,  the  gospel,  the  life,  the  re- 
deeming power  and  virtue  is  always  in  readiness,  whenever 
the  Lord  seeth  service  for  it.  And  then,  the  shield  of  faith 
is  known,  which  quencheth  the  tire  of  the  enemy's  temp- 
tations. There  also  is  the  helmet  of  salvation,  the  true 
hope;  for  in  it,  Christ,  the  hope  of  glorj%  is  revealed,  and 
felt  to  be  near.    And  then,  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  is  wit- 
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neased,  which  ia  the  living  Word,  the  Spirit  which  qtuek- 
ens  and  gives  life;  which  Word  i«  qnick,  piercing,  and  ex- 
ceeding powerfbl,  able  to  smite  and  wound  death.  (See 
Rev.  i.  16.  Isai.  xxvii.  1.  and  xi.  4.  and  2  Thes.  ii.  8.)  And 
here,  is  pure  praying  in  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and 
watching  thereunto  with  perseverance,  both  for  itself  in  pa^ 
ticular,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  ftithful  in  general ;  but 
for  those  more  especially,  on  whom  lies  the  weight  of  the 
service  in  and  towards  the  body:  so  that  here,  is  prayer  in 
its  due  season,  weight,  and  order  offered  up  to  God,  in  tme 
life  and  understanding:  which  prayer  God  always  heareth. 

Oh,  mind  this  thing  diligently,  for  it  is  of  great  concern- 
ment to  thee !  In  the  grace  of  the  gospel,  in  the  measure  of 
truth  and  life  firom  the  quickening  Word,  thou  mectest  with 
the  whole  armor  of  God.  Thou  mayst  there  know  it,  thou 
mayst  there  put  it  on,  stand  armed  with  it,  and  fight  with 
success  against  thy  soul's  enemies.  Out  of  this,  thou  mayst 
get  apprehensions  in  thy  mind  about  it,  but  canst  never 
truly  know  it,  canst  never  come  at  it,  or  be  covered  and 
armed  with  it,  to  stand  and  fight  successfully  and  victori- 
ously against  the  enemies  of  thy  soul. 

Ah!  little  dost  thou  know  the  loving  kindness  of  the 
Lord  in  visiting  thee  with  his  truth,  in  giving  thee  a  sense 
beyond  others,  in  so  tenderly  drawing  and  inviting  thy 
heart;  or  what  this  will  come  to,  if  thou  faithfully  give  up 
to  hearken  to  and  follow  him. 

LP. 

20th  of  Tenth  Honth,  IGTl. 


To  Widow  Hemmings. 

There  are  two  or  three  scriptures  now  on  my  heart  to 
lay  before  thee;  and  it  is  the  desire  of  my  soul,  that  thou 
mayst  so  know  the  Lord,  and  so  receive  his  Son,  as  that 
thou  mayst  experience  them. 

The  first  is  in  Prov.  v.  15:  "Drink  waters  out  of  thine 
own  cistern,  and  running  waters  out  of  thine  own  well." 

The  second  is  the  words  of  Christ:  John  vii.  88.  "He  that 
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believeth  on  me,  as  the  scripture  hath  said,  out  of  his  belly 
shall  flow  rivers  (or  streams)  of  living  waters."  For  "there 
is  a  river  the  streams  whereof  make  glad  the  city  of  God." 

The  third  is  that  of  John  iv.  14.  where  Christ  signifies^ 
that  whosoever  drinketh  of  the  water  which  he  giveth,  shall 
nev^r  thirst  more  after  water  from  without,  but  shall  for 
ever  thenceforward  be  satisfied  with  the  springings  up  of 
the  well  of  life  from  within. 

To  these  I  may  add  the  precious  promise  of  the  sweet 
state  of  the  gospel:  Isa.  xii.  3.  "Therefore  with  joy  shall 
ye  draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  salvation."  The  outward 
Jew  drew  the  outward  water  from  the  outward  wells :  they 
had  the  upper  springs,  and  the  nether  springs  outwardly; 
but  the  inward  Jew,  in  the  light  of  the  gospel  day,  drawjB 
inward  water  out  of  the  inward  wells  with  joy.  The  thirst- 
ing after  it,  when  the  soul  could  not  meet  with  it,  was  ft 
time  of  great  sorrow  and  perplexity;  but  when  the  river  of 
life  is  found,  when  the  well  of  life  is  received,  and  the  water 
springs  up,  the  soul  draws  it  from  the  spring,  and  drinks  it 
with  unspeakable  joy.  This  metaphor,  or  similitude,  is  ex- 
plained by  the  evangelist  John,  in  chap.  vii.  ver.  39.  The 
receiving  of  the  Spirit,  the  receiving  of  the  substance,  be- 
longs to  the  Christian's  state,  as  the  receiving  of  the  figures 
did  to  the  Jew's  state.  When  the  Spirit  is  received,  the 
river,  the  well  of  life,  is  received;  and  then  the  waters  there- 
of flow,  and  are  drawn  and  drunk  of.  Now,  the  primitive 
Christians  did  receive  the  Spirit,  not  only  in  gifts  and  mani- 
festations, but  as  a  fountain  of  life  and  heavenly  virtue 
dwelling  within  them.  Rom.  viii.  9.  And  as  he  dwelt  in 
them,  so  life  sprang  up  from  him, — ^peace,  joy,  knowledge, 
virtue,  wisdom,  power,  &c. ;  even  the  peace  which  passeth 
all  man's  understanding,  and  joy  which  is  unspeakable  and 
ftiU  of  glory.  The  presence  of  God  was  with  these,  and  they 
knew  the  times  of  refreshment,  even  the  times  of  consola- 
tion from  the  holy  Comforter. 

These  things  are  witnessed  now  again,  in  the  preaching 
of  the  same  everlasting  gospel,  by  the  same  eternal  Spirit 
and  power  which  preached  it  at  first.    For  though  the  ves- 
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sels  in  which  the  power  iq>peaFB  are  ecmtemptible  n€w^  to 
the  professors  and  wise  ones  of  this  age,  as  they  were  thenj 
to  the  professors  and  wise  ones  of  that  age;  jet  it  is  the 
same  treasure  of  life  which  is  hid,  and  at  times  is  made 
manifest,  revealed  in  and  through  the  earthen  vessels: 
blet!«cd  be  the  Lord !  of  whom  is  the  excellency  of  .the 
glory,  and  not  of  us,  who  are  but  instruments  and  vessels 
in  his  hand.  Now,  seeing  the  Lord  hath  given  us  to  par- 
take of  the  riches  of  his  grace,  and  of  the  precious  treaspres 
of  life  in  his  Son,  and  of  his  everlasting  kingdom,  we  cau- 
not  hold  our  peace;  but  are  required  of  him  to  proclaim 
the  day  of  the  Lord,  the  day  of  the  gospel,  even  the  ever- 
lasting day,  which  never  shall  have  an  end ;  and  invite  to 
the  waters  of  life,  the  pure,  still  streams  of  Shiloh,  which 
our  souls  drink  of,  and  are  satisfied  with;  especially  to  such 
u»  now  thirst  after  them,  as  our  souls  once  vehemently  did, 
and  were  near  failing  through  the  extremity  of  thirst; 
which  thirst,  or  desire,  for  the  nature  of  it  (blessed  be  the 
Lord !),  is  not  lost  or  extinguished,  but  satisfied.  And  so 
the  spouse  having  heard  the  Spirit  inviting  to  tlie  waters, 
being  taught  by  Ilim  to  come  to  and  drink  of  the  living 
streams,  daily  also  enjoying  life  and  sweetness  therefrom,— 
now  she  cries  also  to  her  fellow-travellers,  to  the  weary  and 
thirsty  ones:  Oh  come,  saith  she,  to  the  fountain  of  life, 
which  I  mourned  after,  and  languished  for  want  of!  oh, 
taste  the  sweetness  of  my  Beloved,  for  whom  my  soul 
fainted,  when  I  could  not  find  him !  So  that  not  only  the 
Spirit  of  the  living  God  saith.  Come;  but  the  bride  also 
saith,  Come;  for  the  fountain  is  not  now  sealed  any  longer, 
but  open  through  the  tender  mercies  of  our  God,  tor  every 
thirsty  soul;  that  whosoever  hath  a  will  kindled  in  him  by 
the  Lord  may  come  to  drink  of  the  water  of  life  freely. 

Oh !  drink  then  no  longer  at  the  muddy  streams  of  your 
own  conceivings  and  imaginations,  Mith  which,  that  which 
inwardly  thirsts  after  the  living  God,  and  his  pure  streams 
of  life,  cannot  be  satisfied  (it  is  not  the  true  seed,  it  is  an- 
other birth  which  is  satisfied  with  these  things,  before  the 
fountain  of  life  comes  to  be  opened  in  the  heart);  but  wait 
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on  the  Lord,  retire  in  spirit  to  be  gathered  into  his  liglit 
which  he  causes  to  shine  in  the  heart,  and  into  his  Son's 
life  and  Spirit,  which  he  manifesteth  and  revealeth  there; 
that  ye  may  eat  that  which  is  good,  and  be  satisfied  with 
the  fatness  of  his  house,  and  drink  of  the  river  of  his  pleas- 
ures. For  indeed,  the  Lord,  in  this  liis  gospel  day,  doth 
make  to  his  children  a  feast  of  fat  things,  and  of  wines  on 
the  lees  well  refined,  on  his  holy  mountain,  even  in  the 
kingdom  which  cannot  be  shaken;  and  the  Beloved  doth 
not  only  knock  at  the  door  of  the  heart,  but  comes  in,  and 
sups  with  his,  and  they  with  him. 

L  P, 

16th  of  Eighth  Month,  1G72. 


To  Thomas  and  Ann  Mudd. 

Dear  Friends, 

Of  whose  love  to  me,  I  have  been  and  am  sensible,  and 
to  whom  I  bear  true  love. 

When  I  was  last  at  Rickmansworth,  it  was  on  my  heart 
to  visit  you;  and  while  I  was  there  with  you,  true  and  liv- 
ing breathings  did  spring  up  in  my  heart  to  the  Lord  for 
you.  Since,  I  have  often  thought  of  you,  and  in  my  desires 
have  wished  well  concerning  yon,  as  concerning  my  own 
soul. 

Your  days  here  cannot  be  long;  and  what  ye  sow  here 
ye  must  reap  when  ye  go  out  of  this  world.  Oh  that  yo 
may  now  so^sow  to  the  Spirit  of  God,  as  that  ye  may  then 
reap  of  him  life  everlasting! 

Last  first  day,  my  wife  had  a  letter  of  George  Fox's  sent 
her,  which  I  heard  read  that  night.  In  the  reading  of  it,  I 
had  many  thoughts  respecting  you,  and  a  desire  that  yo 
might  sincerely  and  uprightly,  without  prejudice,  peruse  it; 
which  I  sent  unto  you  the  next  day  for  that  end.  Now,  this 
morning  ye  were  upon  my  heart;  and  two  or  three  things 
rose  up  in  me  in  reference  to  you,  as  very  necessary  for  you, 
that  ye  may  be  safe,  and  that  it  may  go  well  with  you  for 
ever. 
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One  was,  that  ye  keep  atoadfiist  in  that  holy  testimony  of 
truth,  which  was  given  forth  among  us  at  the  beginning. 
For  iki3  tnith  is  the  same,  and  the  testimony  of  it  doth  not 
vary  or  pass  away,  but  shall  last  throughout  ages  and  gen- 
erations, to  redeem  all  that  receive  it,  and  are  faithful  to  it 
The  testimony  was,  to  draw  from  outward,  dead  knowledge, 
and  out  of  dead  practices  and  worships  after  men's  own  con- 
ceivings, into  an  inward  principle,  and  into  worship  in  Spir- 
it and  truth,  both  inwardly  in  the  heart,  and  outwardly  iu 
the  assemblies  of  God's  gathering. 

The  second  was,  that  ye  keep  in  the  sense,  esteem,  and 
sanctified  use  of  those  holy  instruments  which  God  hath 
made  choice  of,  both  to  gather  and  build  up  his  called  and 
chosen  ones.  It  was  never  well  with  Israel,  when  they 
slighted  Moses  (though  they  many  times  had  exceptions 
against  him),  nor  when  tliey  despised  the  prophets,  whom 
God  sent  afterv\'ards  (though  they  were  often  prejudiced 
against  them  also);  nor  was  it  well  with  any  of  the  churches, 
when,  by  the  subtlety  and  seeming  simplicity  of  those  that 
endeavored  to  betray  them,  or  by  any  other  means,  they 
were  drawn  to  think  meanly  of  any  of  the  apostles  or  min- 
isters of  Christ,  in  their  day.  And  the  Lord,  who  preserved 
Moses  in  his  day,  and  the  prophets  in  their  day,  and  the 
apostles  and  holy  ministers  of  truth  in  the  first  promulga- 
tion of  the  gospel,  is  the  same  God  still;  and  doth  and  will 
preserve  those  whom  he  hath  in  this  age  sent  forth  to  pub- 
lish his  everlasting  gospel,  and  to  gather  his  lambs  and  scat- 
tered sheep  into  holy  gatherings  and  assemblies. 

The  third  was,  that  ye  be  daily  exercised,  guided,  and 
your  hearts  opened  and  quickened,  by  the  principle  and 
Spirit  of  truth ;  that  so  ye  may  know  what  it  is,  to  walk 
with  the  Lord,  and  to  feel  the  power  of  the  Lord,  and  enjoy 
the  presence  of  the  Lord;  and  be  led  by  him  out  of,  and 
away  from,  the  mysterious  workings  of  the  power  and  spirit 
of  darkness  inwardly.  For  if,  through  grievous  mistake,  ye 
let  this  into  your  minds  and  spirits,  instead  of  the  Spirit  of 
truth,  ye  must  needs  call  darkness  light,  and  light  darkness; 
truth  error,  and  error  truth ;  and  so  will  err  from  that  which 
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is  indeed  the  way,  into  somewhat  which,  in  Gkxl's  sight,  is 
not  so.  For  there  is  a  spirit  of  delusion  as  well  as  of  truth ; 
this  works  in  the  heart  as  a  minister  of  righteousness,  in  a 
seeming  light,  and  warming  the  heart  with  a  wrong  fire, 
brings  it  into  a  wrong  bed  of  rest,  and  administers  to  it  a 
wrong  peace,  hope,  and  joy;  setting  up  there  a  wrong  sense, 
belief,  and  judgment  concerning  itself  and  others.  This 
leads  to  separate  from  them  that  are  true,  and  joins  to  them 
that  are  false;  draws  from  the  assemblies  and  worships  of 
God's  gathering,  and  begets  prejudices  against,  and  hard 
thoughts  of,  those  who  are  owned  by  the  Lord,  and  are  kept 
in  their  habitation  by  him,  who  dwells  in  them,  and  they  in 
him. 

O  my  friends !  the  Lord  give  you  the  true  discerning  of 
this  spirit,  and  of  his  own  Spirit ;  and  deliver  you  out  of  the 
snare  of  the  Quemy,  and  open  that  eye  in  you,  to  which  he 
gives  the  sight  of  what  is,  and  who  are,  of  him,  and  what  is, 
and  who  are,  not  of  him:  that  ye  may  be  disjoined  from  all 
that  is  not  of  God,  and  joined  to  the  Lord,  abiding  and 
walking  in  him;  and  may  know,  that  God  doth  not  cast  off 
his  holy  people,  gatherings,  and  assemblies,  but  constantly 
appears  in  the  midst  of  such  as  truly  and  humbly  wait  for 
him ;  glory  be  to  his  name ! 

Qod  knoweth  in  what  sense,  in  what  understanding,  in 
what  love,  in  what  desire,  in  what  fear,  in  what  knowledge, 
from  him,  I  write  this  to  you ;  who  am  a  true  friend  to  you 
both  (in  true  and  faithful  love,  as  in  God's  sight),  and  a 
hearty  desirer  of  your  everlasting  happiness. 

L  P. 

19th  of  the  Twelfth  Month,  1672. 

To   COLOITEL  EeNRICK. 

The  gospel  dispensation  consists  in  Spirit,  and  power. 
The  kingdom  which  Christ  ancFhis  apostles  preached — 
which  the  true  believers  were  to  receive,  and  to  wait  for  an 
entrance  to  be  ministered  to  them  into — stood  not  in  word, 
but  in  power.    Now  there  are  four  sorts  of  professors  of  the 
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'Ghristiaii  religion  in  this  oar  day,  one  sort  whereof  only, 
are  acquainted  with  the  gospel  dispensation. 

First,  There  is  one  sort,  which  have  heen  nurtured  in  a 
profession  of  Christianity  by  education,  and  have  improved 
it  by  study,  but  have  never  known  the  power,  virtue,  and 
inward  life  thereof;  but  as  men,  with  the  man's  part,  wis- 
dom, understanding,  and  seriousness  of  mind,  have  consid- 
ered of  the  truth  and  weight .  of  things  contained  in  the 
Scriptures,  and  so  have  received  somewhat  of  the  holy  doc- 
trine into  their  natural  understanding,  and  given  them- 
selves up  to  the  observation  and  practice  thereof  according 
as  they  have  apprehended  and  understood  things.  These 
have  become  more  serious  and  excellent  men  than  others, 
but  fell  very  far  short  of  the  nature  and  state  of  Christian- 
ity; yea,  the  strictest  among  these,  many  times,  become 
the  greatest  opposers  and  persecutors  of  true  Christianity. 

Secondly,  There  are  some  who  have  had  a  taste  of  the 
true  power,  and  have  had  living  desires  and  breathings  af- 
ter it,' and  a  sense  of  the  preciousness  and  excellency  of  it; 
%vho  have  also  felt  the  quickening  Spirit,  and  begun  there- 
in ;  and  yet  have  afterwards  lost  that  sense,  and  centred  m 
a  literal  knowledge  and  wisdom  about  those  very  things, 
'which  they  had  once  some  living  experience  of.  These  are 
like  salt  which  hath  lost  its  savor ;  and  it  is  hard  for  them 
ever  to  be  seasoned  again ;  and  Trom  among  these  do  rise 
the  greatest  persecutors  and  bitterest  persecution^against 
the  life,  truth,  and  power. 

Thirdly,  There  are  some,  who,  though  they  never  came 
to  the  distinct  knowledge  of  the  power,  yet  have  had  a  great 
sense  of  their  want  of  it,  and  have  abode  in  that  sense;  and 
in  all  the  ways  and  forms  of  religion  they  have  been  or  are 
in,  still  seek  after  it;  and  reckon  no  form  any  thing,  but  as 
the  power  in  some  measure  appears  in  it ;  and  the  cry  of 
their  souls  is  daily  after  it,  and  their  waiting  is  for  it 
These,  wherever  they  ^ar8^  are  of  the  true  seed ;  these  are 
the  birth  of  the  heavenly  Spirit  and  wisdom ;  these  are 
sheep  of  the  true  Shepherd's  fold,  though  not  yet  gathered 
home  to  the  fold  to  which  they  properly  belong*    These 
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are  the  broken,  the  braieed,  the  sick,  the  woanded,  the  cap- 
tives,  the  distressed,  the  poor,  the  naked,  ftc,  to  whom  the 
gospel  of  peace,  the  gathering,  the  salvation,  and  redemp- 
tion belongs.  And  the  bleating  of  these  is  known ;  yea, 
their  longing  and  cry  after  the  redeeming  and  gathering 
power  of  the  Shepherd  is  felt,  however  they  may  be,  at  pres- 
ent, prejudiced  against  that  very  dispensation  of  troth,  life, 
and  power,  whereby  the  Shepherd  gathers. 

Fourthly,  There  are  some  whom  God  hath  brought  to 
the  distinct  sense  and  knowledge  of  the  power.    There  are 
some  whose  minds  Ood  hath  turned  to  the  inward  light  and 
power.    There  are  some  whom  the  Shepherd  hath  gath- 
ere<l  home  to  the  Father's  house,  where  is  bread  enough, 
and  to  the  true  fold,  where  is  rest  and  peace  enough^ — some 
who  have  seen  an  end  of  all  perfection,  in  the  legal  com- 
prehendings  and  oreaturely  strivings  after  life,  righteous- 
ness, and  holiness,  and  are  come  to  the  commandment 
which  is  exceeding  broad,  and  wherein  is  life  everlasting. 
Now  these  experience  somewhat  of  the  gospel  dispensation, 
and  know  the  difference  between  being  under  the  law  and 
under  grace;   and  can  tell  what  the  kingdom  is  which 
Christ  preached  and  Wde  men  seek,  and  what  the  gospel  is 
which  the  poor  iu  spirit  receive ;  and  what  the  healing  is 
which  drops  from  under  the  wing  of  the  Saviour  and  Re- 
deemer.    And  they  can  tell  what  justification  is,  and  what 
sanctification,  regeneration,  and  redemption  is;   and  can 
distinguish  between  truth  as  testified  in  the  letter,  and  as  it 
is  in  Jesus;  between  the  law  of  the  letter,  and  the  law  of 
the  Spirit,  which  is  written  in  the  new  heart  and  mind,  by 
the  finger  of  God's  pure  and  living  power.  Now  the  knowl- 
edge of  these,  the  faith  of  these,  the  peace,  the  joy,  the  jus- 
tification, and  sanctification,  and  redemption  of  these,  dif- 
fers greatly  from  all  the  former;  from  the  two  first  sorts  in 
nature  and  kind,  from  the  latter  in  degree,  clearness,  and 
purity.  For  though  all  the  sheep  of  the  true  Shepherd  have 
somewhat  of  the  true  knowledge,  somewhat  of  the  true  faith, 
somewhat  of  the  true  justification,  somewhat  of  the  true 
sanctification,  and  may  at  times  have  some  taste  of  true  peace 

Vol.  m.— 4\ 
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and  joy,  and  have  true  breathings  and  mpplicationa  in  their 
spirits  towards  thoir  Father  that  begitt  them;  yet,  they  are 
not  clear,  they  are  not  pare,  they  are  not  nnmixed;  there  is 
a  great  deal  which  is  not  trae,  which  passeth  for  true  with 
them;  because  they  are  not  come  to  the  anointing,  to  the 
eye-salve  which  opens  the  eye,  nor  to  the  Spirit  of  judg- 
ment and  burning,  which  separates  inwardly  in  the  heart, 
understanding,  mind,  and  judgment,  between  the»prociouB 
and  the  vile.  So  that  when  they  speak  of  the  heavenly 
things,  they  do  but  stutter  and  stammer;  and  though  truth 
can  sometimes  own  their  sense,  yet,  many  times,  not  their 
words;  there  is  such  a  mixture  of  the  dark,  earthly  compre- 
hension iu  them,  which  they  are  not  delivered  and  redeemed 
from.  But  it  is  otherwise  with  those  who  are  turned  to  the 
light  and  power  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  have  known 
it,  and  been  exercised,  fanned,  and  purged  by  it;  for  in 
them,  the  blind  eye  is  opened,  the  deaf  ear  unstopped;  and 
to  them,  the  pure  understanding  and  language  is  given, 
whereby  they  know  and  understand,  not  only  words  con- 
cerning Ilim,  but  Ilim  himself  who  is  true,  and  are  in  him 
that  is  true,  even  in  Ilim  who  is  the  very  God  and  life  eieniaL 
Yet  there  are  diftercnt  states  among  tliose  who  are  thus 
effectually  called  and  gathered  home,  according  to  their 
growth  iu  the  truth,  and  faithfulness  to  it.  For  if  there  be 
not  a  great  care  and  watchfulness,  there  may  be  a  neglect- 
ing to  hear  the  voice  of  the  Shepherd,  and  to  walk  with 
him  ;  and  then,  such  miss  of  the  pastures  of  life,  and  of  the 
pure  rest,  joy,  and  peace,  which  he  administers  to  others; 
and  of  the  garment  or  covering  of  the  Spirit,  which  they 
who  live  and  walk  in  the  Spirit  (in  every  thing  giving  up 
to  the  Spirit,  and  denying  all  the  lusts  and  fruits  of  the 
flesh),  daily  find  themselves  covered  with.  Nor  doth  God 
so  '*  dwell  in  them  and  walk  in  them,"  as  he  doth  in  those 
that  remain  separate  from  all  evil  (from  which  the  Spirit  of 
judgment  and  burning  purifies  and  separates),  and  touch  no 
unclean  thing.  Yea,  they  who  grieve  Christ's  Spirit,  and 
do  not  heed  his  call  and  knocks,  he  doth  not  so  sup  with 
them,  nor  they  with  him ;  nor  do  such  partake  so  of  the 
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ri^er  of  life  and  wine  of  the  kingdom,  as  those  whose  ear  is 
open  to  him,  and  who  are  always  ready  to  obey  and  fbllow 
him  "whithersoever  he  goeth/' 

I.  P. 

19th  of  Fourth  Month,  1673. 


To  Widow  Hemmikos. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  think  it  long  since  I  heard  from  thee.  I  remember  the 
sweet  and  precious  savor  that  was  upon  thy  spirit,  the  last 
time  I  was  with  thee,  with  my  dear  friend,  J.  C.  It  hath 
been  my  hope  and  desire,  that  the  Lord  might  preserve  thee 
therein. 

The  truth  in  the  inward  parts  is  of  God ;  that  is  the  thing 
which  all  are  to  mind ;  and  in  which,  acceptance  with  God 
is  witnessed.  Out  of  the  truth  in  the  inward  parts,  there  is 
no  acceptance  with  God,  let  men  profess  what  they  will  or 
can.  In  the  truth,  there  is  always  acceptance;  for  God 
never  disowned  it,  nor  any  that  are  in  it.  Here,  the  flesh 
and  blood  which  give  life  are  fed  on ;  here,  the  bread  which 
comes  down  from  heaven  and  the  water  of  life  are  known : 
'but  out  of  this,  they  are  not,  nor  can  they  be,  known. 

Oh,  my  friend,  that  thou  mightest  feel  more  and  more 
the  truth  in  the  inward  parts,  and  be  more  and  more  estab- 
lished therein !  What  is  the  feeding  outward,  or  supper 
outward?  It  is  but  a  shadow.  The  feeding  inward,  or  the 
supper  inward,  is  the  substance.  And  as  the  day  dawns, 
and  the  day-star  arises  in  thy  heart  the  shadows  will  flee 
away,  and  the  substance  be  discovered,  owned,  and  de- 
lighted in  by  thee.  The  shadows  reach  but  to  the  outward 
part,  but  the  ministration  of  life,  the  ministration  of  the 
substance,  reaches  to  the  seed:  and  thou  must  be  more  and 
more  tnmsplanted  into  the  seed,  that  Christ  may  be  formed 
in  thee,  and  thou  formed  in  him ;  and  so  grow  up  into  his 
heavenly  nature  and  image,— -out  of  the  earthly,  out  of  the 
natural.  Oh!  the  Lord  God  prosper  his  own  seed  and  holy 
plantation  in  thy  heart;  and  keep  thee  in  the  meek,  lowly^ 
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humble,  poor,  and  tender  spirit,  nnto  wluch  is  his  merej 
and  blesring. 

I  expected  to  have  heard  from  thee,  or  at  least  from  thy 
daughter  8.,  before  this  time,  sapposiug  I  had  a  promise 
thereof  fit>m  her.  The  Lord  uphold,  preserve,  and  bless 
her.  Let  her  not  look  out,  but  only  look  within,  what  the 
will  of  the  Lord  is;  and  mind  nothing  else;  and  it  will  be 
well  with  her. 

My  dear  love  is  both  to  thee  and  her,  who  am  thy  sincere 
friend, 

L  P. 

4th  of  Ninth  Month,  1673. 


To 


DsAB  Fbibnd, — 

For  in  those  true  desires,  which  I  observe  in  thy  heart 
towards  the  Lord,  thou  art,  and  canst  not  but  be,  dear  unto 
me — ^I  had  a  desire  to  have  stayed  a  little  while  with  thee, 
the  last  time  I  passed  through  Uxbridge,  but  was  prevented. 

The  occasion  of  my  writing  to  thee  was  somewhat  which 
was  on  my  heart  toward  thee. 

Wouldst  thou  know  the  Lord  in  the  gospel  covenant,  and 
wouldst  thou  walk  with  him  therein  ?  I  know  thou  wouldst. 
Wouldst  thou  have  sin  destroyed  in  thee,  and  Christ  reign 
in  thy  heart?  Wouldst  thou  so  fight  against  thy  enemies,  as 
to  overcome,  and  so  run  the  race,  as  certainly  to  obtain  the 
everlasting  prize,  and  eternal  weight  of  glory?  Oh!  then, 
mind  truth  in  the  inward  parts,  even. the  grace  and  truth 
which  are  by  Jesus  Christ;  to  whom  God  hath  given  power, 
and  who  gives  power  to  his,  by  the  grace  of  his  Holy  Spirit, 
over  sin  and  corruption  in  the  inward  parts.  Did  not  God 
conquer  the  enemies  of  the  outward  Jews  in  Egypt,  in  the 
wilderness,  and  in  the  good  laud  also?  And  shall  be  not  do 
so  inwardly,  for  the  inward  Jews  7  There  are  enemies  in 
Egypt;  in  the  land  that  is,  as  I  may  say,  wholly  dark,  and 
under  the  oppression  of  spiritual  Pharaoh.  There  are  ene- 
mies in  that  heart,  which  is  as  a  wilderness  and  solitary 
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place;  and  there  are  enemies  in  that  heart,  which  is  iu  some 
measure  renewed,  and  made  good  and  honest.  Now  all  the 
spiritual  enemies,  all  the  enemies  of  a  man's  own  house,  are 
to  be  destroyed  by  the  power  of  the  Xord  Jesus  Christ, 
working  by  his  grace  in  the  heart;  which  being  received, 
subjected  to,  dwelt  in,  and  obeyed,  brings  deliverance  and 
salvation  from  them  all.  And  when  salvation  is  brought 
home  to  the  heart,  and  wrought  out  there  by  the  Loi-d,  it  is 
to  be  enjoyed  and  abode  in,  and  the  soul  is  not  to  return 
back  again  into  captivity;  but  being  delivered  out  of  the 
hands  of  its  inward  and  spiritual  enemies,  by  the  holy,  in- 
wai*d,  and  spiritual  covenant,  is  to  serve  God  in  the  domin- 
ion of  his  Son's  life,  in  holiness  and  righteousness  all  its 
days  here  upon  the  earth. 

O  my  friend!  mind  this  precious  truth  inwardly,  this 
precious  grace  inwardly,  the  precious  life  inwardly,  the  pre- 
cious light  inwardly,  the  precious  power  inwardly,  the  in- 
ward word  of  life,  the  inward  voice  of  the  Shepherd  in  the 
heart,  the  inward  seed,  the  inward  salt^  the  inward  leaven, 
the  inward  pearl,  &c.,  whereby  Christ  effects  this.  Distin- 
guish between  words  wUhout  concerning  the  thing,  and  the 
thing  itself  within;  and  wait  and  labor,  then  to  know,  un- 
derstand, and  be  guided  by,  the  motives,  leadings,  draw- 
ings, teachings,  quickenings,  &c.,  of  the  thing  itself  within. 
And  take  heed  of  being  offended,  because  of  any  thing, 
either  within  or  without;  for  offences  will  come,  but  blessed 
waa  he,  that  was  not  offended  at  Christ  outwardly  in  the 
days  of  his  flesh;  and  blessed  is  he,  that  is  not  ofi'cnded  at 
his  inward  truth,  and  inward  way  of  appearance  in  the  day 
of  his  Spirit,  Moses,  that  precious  servant  of  the  Lord, 
spake  unadvisedly  with  his  lips;  how  easy  is  it  then,  for 
those  who  come  not  near  Moses'  state  so  to  do ;  but  wait  on 
God,  that  thou  mayst  distinguish  between  what  truth  speaks 
in  any  of  us;  and  what  any  of  us  may  unadvisedly  speak, 
out  of  the  truth, — if  we  stand  not  upon  the  watch,  and  our 
words  be  not  seasoned  with  God*s  light  and  his  grace.  For 
praying  to  God,  as  God's  Spirit  leads  and  gives  ability,  and 
watching  unto  prayer,  and  seeking  opportunities  both  alone 
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and  in  oar  fiuniliea,  thai  God  may  open  onr  hearts,  and 
breathe  npon  na,  and  for  frequent  and  diligent  reading  of 
the  Holy  Scriptnrea, — none  can  testify  from  the  troth 
against  tfieee  things;  though  against  men's  dead  and  for> 
mal  performing  d  these  things,  there  is  a  living  testimony. 
Now  take  heed  of  mistaking  the  testimony  in  any;  or  of 
being  stumbled,  if  any  go  beyond  their  due  bounds  in  their 
testimony. 

O  my  friend,  how  precious  is  the  thing,  beyond  all  words 
or  testimonies !  Oh  that  thou  mayst  come  to  know  that  in 
thyself  and  to  be  sensible  of  God's  mimsteiing  by  it  to  thee, 
and  increasing  it  in  thee!  that  thou  mayst  experimentally 
feel  the  seed  in  thee,  and  find  it  grow  more  and  more,  till  it 
come  to  be  a  tree;  and  then  sit  under  its  shadow,  and  be 
delighted  with  its  defence,  and  partake  of  its  sap  and  fruit 
Oh  that  every  day  thou  mightest  have  a  sense  of  the  life  it- 
sel^  the  truth  itself  the  power  its^  the  wisdom  itself,  the 
righteousness  itself!  and  that  thou  mightest  find  the  Lord 
Jesas  Christ  both  unclothing  and  clothing  thee  inwardly, 
sensibly,  and  experimentally; — ^that  thou  mightest  find  him 
taking  away  thy  sin,  thy  iniquities,  thy  unrighteousness, 
both  within  and  without  also,  and  filling  thee,  and  clothing 
thee  with  his  righteousness; — ^that  so,  in  God's  sight,  and  by 
his  putting  on  thee,  and  forming  in  thee,  thou  mightst  find 
thy  heart  filled  and  covered  with  the  nature,  image  and 
Spirit  of  his  dear  Son; — that  thou  mightest  indeed,  put  ofi 
the  old  man  with  his  nature  and  deeds,  and  put  on  the  new 
man,  and  know  the  renewing  and  new-creating  in  Christ 
Jesus,  in  the  spirit  of  thy  mind ; — and  so  have  a  certain  un- 
derstanding of  the  tmth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  as  he  mani- 
fests  it,  gives  power  to  it,  and  causes  it  to  work  in  thy  heart 
This  is  the  desire  of  my  soul  for  thee:  the  Lord  guide  thee 
to  it,  and  remove  all  lets  and  hindrances  out  of  thy  way. 

My  dear  and  true  love  is  to  thy  husband.  The  Lord 
manifest  his  pure  and  living  truth  in  both  your  hearts,  and 
gather  both  your  minds  thereunto,  and  make  you  one  therein. 

Thy  friend  in  truth,  who  heartily  wisheth  well  to  thy  soul. 

L  P. 

Grove  Place,  17th  of  ]Ninth  Month,  1678. 


ISAAC  PINIKGTON.  487 

To  Elizabeth  Stokar. 

Dbar  Friend, 

Whose  life  in  the  Lord,  and  prosperity  in  the  trath,  my 
heart  greatly  desireth ;  even  that  thou  mayst  come  to  the 
perfect  service,  and  free  and  full  enjoyment  of  thy  soul's 
Beloved;  in  which,  if  I  could  he  in  any  way  helpful  to  thee, 
my  heart  would  greatly  rejoice  and  hless  the  Lord.  This 
morning,  when  I  awoke,  my  heart  was  exercised  before  the 
Lord  concerning  thee ;  and  several  things  did  spring  up  in 
my  mind  relating  to  thee,  which  I  may  now  signify  to  thee, 
as  the  Lord  shall  please  to  bring  them  again  to  my  mind, 
and  open  them  in  my  heart  in  reference  to  thee,  .  I  would 
&in  have  thee  rightly  understand,  and  be  found  doing, 
what  the  Lord  requires  of  thee;  that  it  may  go  well  with 
thee,  and  that  thy  heart  may  be  satisfied,  and  thy  soul  blessed, 
in  believing  and  obeying  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 

The  first  thing  that  rose  up  in  my  heart  concerning  thee 
this  morning  was,  about  confessing  Christ  before  men.  It 
is  a  great  duty,  and  I  would  not  have  thee  mistake  about  it, 
or  fail  in  it;  but  diligently  wait  on  God  to  know  what  it  is, 
and  faithfully  to  practise  it  in  thy  state  and  place;  which 
if  thou  do,  thou  wilt  find  life  and  blessedness  flowing  with 
it  upon  thy  soul. 

After  this,  several  scriptures,  sweet  and  precious  to  my 
taste,  sprang  up  in  my  heart  to  lay  before  thy  view;  that 
thou  also  mightest  suck  sweetness,  and  reap  benefit  through 
the  living  sense  of  them,  and  the  bowing  of  thy  spirit  to 
what  the  Lord  shall  please  to  make  manifest  to  thee  thereby. 

The  first  scripture  that  sprang  up  in  mo  to  thee,  was  that 
of  Rom.  xii.  2.  not  to  be  conformed  to  this  world,  but  to  be 
transformed  by  the  renewing  of  thy  mind,  that  thou  mayst 
prove  that  good,  that  acceptable  and  perfect  will  of  God. 
Thou  must  stand  at  a  distance  from  the  spirit  of  this  world, 
thou  must  not  touch  the  unclean  thing,  but  be  a  chaste  vir- 
gin in  heart,  in  word,  in  conversation,  if  thou  expect  to  be 
married  to  the  Lamb,  to  become  one  spirit  with  him,  to 
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know  Ills  mind,  and  to  enjoy  the  love  and  be  the  delight  of 
hid  Father. 

The  next  scripture  in  mj  heart  was,  Rev.  ii.  10.  "Fear 
none  of  those  things  which  thon  shalt  safier.*'  Upon  which 
scripture  this  question  roee  in  my  heart  to  thee.  Dost  not 
thou  fear  the  sufterings  which  may  attend  thee,  in  thy  state 
and  place,  for  tnith*s  sake  ?  Dost  not  thou  look  out  at  them  ? 
If  thou  do,  it  wnll  weaken  thy  faith,  and  be  a  snare  to  the^ 
and  such  a  beam  in  thy  eye,  that  thou  wilt  never  be  able  to 
see  that  particular  way  and  path  of  truth,  which  is  most 
proper  tor  thy  soul,  till  this  beam  be  plucked  out  and  separ- 
ated from  thee. 

Unto  this  was  soon  added  that  of  Isaiah  li.  12,  13.  ^^I, 
even  I,  am  he  that  comforteth  you:  who  art  thou,  that  thou 
shoulddt  be  afraid  of  a  man  that  shall  die,  and  of  the  son  of 
man  which  sliall  be  made  as  grass;  and  forgettest  the  Lord 
thy  Maker,  that  hath  stretched  forth  the  heavens,  and  laid 
the  foundations  of  the  earth;  and  hast  feared  continually 
ever}'  day,  because  of  the  fury  of  the  oppressor,  as  if  he 
were  ready  to  destroy?  and  where  is  the  fury  of  the  oppres- 
sor?"  Oh,  take  heed  of  distrusting  the  Comforter,  /Ay  Com- 
forter! who  is-able  and  ready  to  help  aud  comfort  the  souls 
of  his,  in  the  sorest  distresses  and  oppressions  that  can  be- 
fall them,  either  within  or  without.  And  consider  this  also, 
that  forgetting  the  Lord  is  the  necessary  consequence  of 
fearing  man.  It  cannot  be,  but  that  he  that  feareth  mau 
should  in  some  measure  or  degree  forget  the  Lord, — his 
love,  his  wisdom,  his  power,  his  goodness,  his  faithfulness  to, 
and  tender  care  over  his  children  in  their  following  him, — 
especially  in  the  midst  of  the  cruel  hardships  and  sufteringa 
which  often  befall  them  therein. 

The  next  was  Samson's  riddle:  Judges  xiv.  14.  "Out  of 
the  eater  came  forth  meat,  and  out  of  the  strong  came  forth 
sweetness."  It  is  everlastingly  true,  lK>th  inwardly  and  out- 
wardly, to  the  children  of  the  Most  High,  who  live  in  his 
Spirit,  aud  walk  in  his  Spirit,  and  are  guided  by  the  power 
and  virtue  of  his  life.  Every  thing  that  would  devour  and 
destroy  them  the  Lord  destroyetli,  by  the  po\ver  and  \artue 
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of  his  life  and  Spirit  springing  up  in  them ;  and  out  of  that 
which  is  strong  against  them,  which  roars  against  them  in 
the  strength  and  power  of  darkness,  the  Lord  brings  forth 
sweetness  in  and  to  their  spirits. 

Then  that  of  Luke  ix.  23,  24.  came  before  me  (which  is 
said  to  all  that  hear  Christ's  voice  and  blessed  counsel):  ^^If 
any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself,  and  take 
up  his  cross  daily,  and  follow  me.  For  whosoever  will  save 
his  life  shall  lose  it;  but  whosoever  will  lose  his  life  for  niy 
sake,  the  same  shall  save  it.'*  Now,  I  beseech  thee,  con* 
sider;  dost  thou  take  up  the  daily  cross,  and  bear  it  faith- 
fully for  Christ's  sake?  Dost  thou  stand  a  faithful  witness 
against  the  spirit  of  darkness,  and  works  of  darkness,  where 
thou  livest?  Dost  thou  not  comply  with  any  worship  there 
which  thy  heart  knoweth  to  be  out  of  the  truth  and  Spirit 
of  life,  wherein  all  true,  holy,  living,  spiritual  worship  can 
alone  be  performed?  Oh!  take  heed  of  shunning  the  ci^oss 
in  any  respect;  for  then  thou  givest  way  to  unbelief,  ani^to 
that  wisdom,  thoughts,  reasonings,  and  judgment  which  are 
not  of  the  truth,  but  of  the  flesh :  shunning  that  which  God 
hath  appointed  to  crucify  sin  in  the  heart,  and  under  which 
the  seed  is  to  spring  up  and  live,  which  is  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation,  to  all  ^at  abide  under  it,  and  daily  bear  it. 

The  last  scripture,  which  at  this  time  sprang  up  in  me  to 
thee,  was  that  very  sweet  one  in  Solomon's  Song  of  Songs: 
chap.  i.  ver.  7,  8.  "  Tell  me,  O  thon  whom  my  soul  lovetb, 
where  thou  feedest,  where  thou  makest  thy  flock  to  rest  at 
noon :  for  why  should  I  be  as  one  that  tumeth  aside  by  the 
flocks  of  thy  companions?  If  thou  know  not,  0  thou  fairest 
among  women,  go  thy  way  forth  by  the  footsteps  of  the 
flock,  and  feed  thy  kids  beside  the  shepherds'  tents."  If 
thou  wouldst  come  to  the  feeding-place  of  the  flock,  and  to 
rest  in  the  pure  life,  power,  and  righteousness  of  the  Lord 
with  them ;  thou  must  mind  their  footsteps,  thou  must  go 
forth  out  of  that  which  God  hath  gathered  and  led  them 
forth  out  of,  thou  must  foreake  whatever  is  not  of  the  Fa- 
ther, but  of  this  world  (and  in  forsaking  it,  stand  a  witness 
against  the  world),  as  God  hath  taught  them  to  forsake  it. 
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Thou  miut  wait  for  the  same  Spirit,  for  tbe  same  cloud  and 
amoke  by  day,  and  the  ahimng  of  the  same  flaming  fire  by 
night,  to  lead  tbee  and  preaenre  thee,  which  hath  led  and 
preserved  them.  See  Isa.  iv«  5.  And  this  will  lead  thee  oat 
of  the  same  Egypt  and  Sodom,  and  all  the  remainders  of 
Babylon,  wherein  as  yet  thon  mayst  be  held  captive;  and 
this  alone  mast  break  the  oppressing  spirit  nrnd  power 
which  stands  in  thy  way,  through  thy  &ithfal  sufferings  an- 
der  it  And  through  the  same  wilderpess  and  righteous 
judgments  of  the  Lord,  thou  must  pass,  that  they  have 
passed.  For  Zion  and  her  converts  must  be  redeemed  with 
judgment  and  righteousness,  and  with  the  Spirit  of  burn- 
ing, and  the  pain  of  the  cross;  nor  dost  thou  know,  how 
thou  standest  in  the  way  of  thy  own  soul's  good,  while  thon 
in  any  measure  avoidest  or  escapest  it  And  if  thou  be  one 
of  the  called,  chosen,  and  faithlul,  following  fully  after  the 
Lord,  in  the  same  Spirit,  and  power,  and  banner  of  the 
cross,  under  which  his  called,  chosen,  and  faithful  ones 
have  followed  him ;  he  will  lead  thee  into  the  same  land  of 
life,  rest,  and  peace,  and  holy  dominion  over  sin  and  Satan, 
into  which  he  hath  led  those,  who  have  faithfully  followed 
the  Lamb,  whithersoever  he  hath  pleased  to  go  before,  and 
lead  them.  So  thou  must  wait  to  have  thy  heart  daily  more 
and  more  opened,  and  guided  purely  and  livingly  aud  sen- 
sibly by  the  Lord,  into  what  he  hath  led  his  children,  ser- 
vants, family,  and  redeemed  heritage.  For  of  a  truth,  the 
Lord  hath  raised  the  seed  of  life  in  his  people;  and  what 
his  seed  denies,  what  the  life  of  the  Son  denies,  what  truth 
in  the  heart  denies,  all  tliat  are  of  the  truth  and  in  the  truth, 
will  be  taught  by  it,  and  learn  of  it,  to  deny  also. 

Thus,  my  dear  friend,  in  the  most  dear,  tender,  and  true 
love,  have  I  opened  my  heart  to  thee,  as  things  sprang  in 
me  for  thy  sake:  and  the  desire  of  my  soul  to  the  Lord  is, 
that  they  may  be  serviceable  to  thee,  and  that  tihou  mayest 
be  led  by  the  holy,  leading  Spirit  more  and  more  into  truth, 
and  live  in  truth,  aud  feel  the  life  of  truth  living  and  reign- 
ing in  thee ;  being  delivered  from  the  enemy's  temptations, 
and  the  subtle  twinings  of  the  serpent,  which  thy  condition 
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will  often  meet  with:  the  Lord  discover  them  to  thee,  and 
IMreserre  thee  from  being  ensnared  with  them. 

Thy  constant  friend  in  the  dear  love  and  aervioe  of  the 
truth. 

L  P. 

Amer&ham,  Bury  End, 
20th  of  First  Month,  1675. 


To  Widow  Hemmings. 

My  Dear  Friend, 

I  have  not  forgotten  thee ;  but  have  often  inquired  after 
thee,  and  many  times  breathed  for  thee. 

O  my  friend!  look  not  out  at  what  stands  in  the  way; 
what  if  it  look  dreadfully  as  a  lion,  is  not  the  Lord  stronger 
than  the  mountains  of  prey?-  but  look  in,  where  the  law  of 
life  is  written,  and  tlie  will  of  the  Lord  revealed,  that  thou 
mayst  know  what  is  the  Lord's  will  concerning  thee;  and 
then-  show  thyself  a  faithful  daughter  of  Abraham,  and  be 
like  Sarah,  not  terrified  with  any  amazement.  So  soon  as 
I  had  read  thy  letter,  this  arose  in  my  heart  to  thee  as  God's 
counsel,  proper  to  thy  state.  Have  no  fellowship  with  the 
unfruitful  works  of  darkness,  but  rather  reprove  them.  Be 
not  straitened  in  thy  spirit,  as  fearing  what  thou  shalt  suffer 
for  Christ's  sake;  or  as  if  God  would  not  stand  by  thee,  or 
carry  thee  through.  Be  thy  sufferings  as  great  as  possible, 
yet  he  is  faithfiil,  who  hath  promised  thee  an  hundred  fold 
in  this  life. 

Oh!  what  can  hurt  thee,  if  thy  God  stand  by  thee?  Be 
faithful  to  his  testimony  in  thy  place,  and  he  will  stand  by 
thee.  Take  heed  of  joining  with  dead  worships,  which  the 
seed  of  God  in  thee  disowns,  and  cannot  relish ;  but  meekly 
and  in  fear,  testify  against  and  abstain  Arom  what  thou  feel- 
est  not  to  be  of  the  Lord. 

This  was  what  was  in  my  heart  to  thee  at  present,  in  true 
and  tender  love,  and  in  melting  desires  for  thee,  that  the 
Lord  may  guide  and  preserve  thee,  and  give  thee  of  the 
Lamb's  courage  and  strength,  who  by  meekness  and  suffer- 
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iDge  is  now  to  coDqtiw.  What  if  the  wioked  nature,  wludi 
is  as  a  Bea  casting  out  mire  and  dirt,  rage  agunst  thee! 
There  is  a  river,  a  sweet,  still,  flowing  river,  the  streams 
whereof  will  make  glad  thy  heart.  And  learn  bnt  in  qaiet- 
ness  and  stillness  to  retire  to  the  Lord,  and  wait  upon  him ; 
in  whom  thou  shalt  feel  peace  and  joy,  in  the  midst  of  thy 
trouble  from  the  cruel  and  vexatious  spirit  of  this  world. 
So  wait  to  know  thy  work  and  service  to  the  Lord  eveiy 
day,  in  thy  place  and  station;  and  the  Lord  make  thee 
faithful  therein,  and  thou  wilt  want  neither  help,  support, 
nor  comfort 

Thy  friend,  in  the  truest,  sincerest,  and  most  constant 
love. 


London,  Ut  of  Ninth  Month,  1676. 


L  P. 


To  Cathakine  Pordagb. 

Ah  !    M7  POOR,  DISTRESSED,  ENTANQLSD  FrISND, 

While  thou  seekest  to  avoid  the  snare,  thou  deeply  run- 
nest  into  it:  for  thou  art  feeding  on  the  tree  of  knowledge, 
in  giving  way  to  these  thoughts,  reasonings  and  suggestions, 
which  keep  thee  from  obedience  to  that  which  hath  been 
made  manifest  to  thy  understanding.  And  thou  mayst  well 
be  feeble  in  thy  mind,  while  thou  art  thus  separated  f  *om 
Him  who  is  thy  strength,  and  lettest  in  his  enemy.  Tlii^ 
is  not  the  right  feebleness  of  mind  which  God  pities,  nor 
the  right  way  of  waiting  to  receive  strength.  Why  shouldst 
not  thou  act,  so  far  as  God  gives  thee  light?  and  why 
shouldst  thou  not  appear  willing  to  obey  him,  even  in  little 
things,  so  far  as  he  hath  given  thee  light?  What  if  I  should 
say,  that  all  this  is  but  the  subtlety  of  the  serpent's  wisdom 
to  avoid  the  cross,  and  is  not  that  simplicity  and  plainness 
of  heart  towards  God^  which  thou  takest  it  to  be ;  and  that 
thou  art  loath  to  be  so  poor,  and  low,  and  mean  in  the  eyes 
of  others,  as  this  practice  would  make  thee  appear  ? 

Thy  friend  in  the  truth,  and  in  sincere  love, 

L  P, 

Amersham,  25th  of  Ninth  Month,  1676. 
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To  MT  DEAR  SUFFBBING  FbISXDS  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Friends  and  Brethren, 

Who  have  partaken  of  the  tender  mercy  and  blessed  visi- 
tation of  the  Lord. 

Oh,  blessed  be  the  Lord,  who  pitied  and  helped  us  in  our 
low  estate,  and  whose  tender  love  and  mercy  hath  followed 
us,  from  his  first  visiting  us,  to  this  present  day!  And  in- 
deed, the  Lord  is  with  us,  (what  can  we  desire  more?)  pre- 
paring us  for  himself,  preserving  us  in  the  life  of  his  blessed 
truth,  building  us  up  more  and  more,  and  causing  his  Spirit 
of  glory  and  living  power  to  rest  upon  us,  and  the  virtue 
thereof  to  spring  up  in  us  day  by  day. 

Oh,  the  beauty  and  glory  of  the  day  of  our  God  increaseth 
upon  his  heritage,  blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord !  And 
to  what  tend  all  the  workings  of  the  contrary  spirit  and 
power,  but  to  eat  out  its  own  interest  and  kingdom,  through 
the  Lord's  blessed  ordering  of  things;  so  that  all  things 
work  together  for  good,  and  for  the  advancing  of  truth, 
and  the  growth  of  it  in  the  hearts  of  God*s  heritage. 

So,  my  dear  friends,  none  look  out,  either  at  outward  or 
inward  sufferings;  but  to  the  Lord  only,  whose  life.  Spirit, 
and  powder  is  above  them,  and  bears  up  all  over  them,  who 
are  in  spirit  joined  to  him,  faithfully  waiting  upon  him; 
which  God  daily  teaches  and  enables  his  to  do.  Thus,  my 
dear  friends,  feel  the  Lord*8  presence  and  power  among 
you,  who  is  always  near  his,  but  especially  in  the  time  of 
their  straits,  trials,  and  suiferings:  and  wait  to  feel  the  life 
springing,  and  doing  its  proper  work  in  each  of  you  day  by 
day;  working  out  what  is  to  be  wrought  out  in  any,  and 
working  more  and  more  into  the  glory  of  the  heavenly  im- 
age; that  through  the  sufferings,  ye  may  come  into  the 
glory,  and  be  crowned  with  the  glory,  virtue,  holiness, 
righteousness,  and  dominion  of  life  over  all;  and  thus  the 
Son  may  sit  upon  his  throne  in  you,  and  wield  his  holy  and 
righteous  sceptre,  and  give  you  dominion  in  and  with  him, 
over  all  that  would  veil  life,  or  keep  it  under,  in  any  of  you. 

Vol.  in.--4^ 
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So,  my  dear  friends,  be  strong  in  the  Lord,  with  the  strength 
of  the  Lord,  with  which  he  is  clothing  those  whom  he  hath 
emptied  and  made  weak;  for  the  trials,  temptations,  and  af- 
flictions prepare  for,  and  (as  I  may  say)  lead  into  the  posses- 
sion.of,  the  desired  inheritance;  where  all  that  the  soul  hath 
breathed  and  waited  for  is  bestowed  upon  it,  by  the  boun- 
tiful hand  of  the  Father  of  mercies,  who  keeps  covenant  and 
mercy  for  ever,  and  renews  covenant  and  mercy  day  by  daj. 

So  the  tender  Qt)d  of  my  life,  and  Father  of  the  blessings 
and  mercies  of  my  once  greatly  distressed  and  miserable 
soul,  instruct  you,,  preserve  you,  watch  over  you ;  exercise 
your  spirits  most  advantageously,  daily  open  you  to  him- 
self; keep  you  empty  and  naked  before  him  of  all  your  own 
clothing  and  righteousness,  and  fill  you  with  that  which 
flows  fi\>m  the  pure,  living  fountain;  to  the  unspeakable 
joy  of  your  hearts,  and  the  glory  of  his  own  name  over  all 
for  ever. 

Be  of  good  faith,  my  dear  friends,  look  not  out  at  any 
thing;  fear  none  of  those  things  ye  may  be  exposed  to  sut- 
fer,  cither  outwardly  or  inwardly;  but  trust  the  Lord  over 
all,  and  your  life  will  spring,  and  grow,  and  refresh  you, 
and  the  love  and  power  will  purge  out,  and  keep  out,  what 
would  hinder  its  growth ;  and  ye  will  learn  obedience  and 
faithfulness  more  and  more,  even  by  your  exercises  and  suf- 
ferings; yea,  the  Lord  will  teach  you  the  very  mystery  of 
faith  and  obedience;  (oh  blessed  lesson!)  and  ye  shall  not 
be  disappointed  of  your  hope  or  crown,  by  any  thing  the 
enemy  can  plot  or  bring  about  against  you,  but  have  the 
weight  of  glory  increased  and  enlarged  by  his  temptations 
and  your  many  sufferings;  the  wisdom,  power,  love,  and 
goodness  of  the  Lord,  ordering  ev€r}f  thing  for  you,  and  or- 
dering your  hearts  in  every  thing, — ^you  having  given  up  to 
him,  and  keeping  them  continually  given  up  to  him,  in  the 
holy  seed  of  truth,  in  which  he  hath  in  some  measure  al- 
ready joined,  and  is  daily  more  and  more  joining,  you  to 
himself. 

This  is  the  salutation  and  tender  visit  of  the  love  of  your 
brother  in  the  truth ;  whose  breathings  are  to  God  for  you, 
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and  his  praises  onto  him^  through  the  fteme  of  bis  being 
with  you^  aud.daily  showiog  mercy  to  you,  upholdiug  aud 
preserving  you  ia  the  midst  of  your  sore  trials  and  afflie- 

tiODS. 

L  P. 

Loodon,  5th  of  Fifth  Month,  1676. 


To  HIS  Brother  Arthur. 

Dear  Brother, 

I  have  been  a  traveller  after  the  Lord  from  my  childhood, 
and  great  misery  have  I  undergone  for  want  of  him.  That 
which  I  wanted  was  his  Spirit,  life,  virtue,  and  redeeming 
power  to  be  revealed  in  my  own  heart.  Oh,  blessed  be  the 
Lord!  beyond  my  expectation,  he  hath  directed  me  where 
to  wait  for  this  within,  and  hath  revealed  it  in  me;  and  now 
I  can  say  in  truth  of  heart,  and  in  the  sense  of  that  birth 
which  God  hath  begotten  in  me,  "Lo!  this  is  my  God 
whom  I  so  wanted  and  waited  for ; "  and  I  find  him  stronger 
in  my  heart  than  the  strong  man,  which  possessed  it  before 
he  cast  him  out  from  thence,  and  made  a  spoil  of  his  goods. 
And  now,  dear  brother,  how  can  I  hold  my  peace,  and  not 
testify  of  the  love,  mercy,  and  good-will  of  the  Lord  towards 
me,  and  invite  others  to  the  redeeming  power,  of  which  the 
Lord  in  his  goodness  hath  made  me  a  partaker?  And  now, 
brother,  a  few  words  respecting  thy  return  to  what  I  sent 
thee;  not  for  contention's  sake  (the  Lord  knows  my  dwell- 
ing is  in  that  life  and  peace  which  shuts  them  out),  but  in 
the  tender  love  and  care  of  my  heart  concerning  the  eternal 
welfare  of  thy  soul,  which  I  would  uot^  by  any  means  or  de- 
vice of  the  enemy,  have  eternally  deceived. 

All  sides  may  agree  in  notions  about  the  regenerating 
power;  but  all  do  not  receive  the  regenerating  power,  nor 
are  truly  regenerating  in  the  sight  of  God;  nor  come  to 
witness  the  head  of  the  serpent  inwardly  crushed,  and  his 
works  destroyed,  and  kingdom  laid  waste  inwardly  by  this 
power;  which  must  needs  be,  before  a  man  be  translated 
out  of  the  kingdom  of  darkness,  into  the  kingdom  of  the 
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dear  Bon.  There  is  a  Idngdom  of  darkneag  inwardly,  which 
the  unbelieving  and  disobedient  to  Ood*8  Spirit  and  power 
dwell  in ;  and  there  is  a  kingdom  of  light  inwardly,  where- 
in the  children  of  light  dwell  with  Gk>d,  and  walk  in  the 
light  as  he  is  in  the  light 

But  that  the  work  of  regeneration  is  only  begun  in  this 
life,  and  not  finished  till  the  other  life,  thai  is  a  great  mis- 
take. For  the  Scriptures  testify,  that  salvation  is  to  be 
wrought  out  herej  and  not  hereafter.  Christ  had  all  power 
in  heaven  and  earth,  and  he  sent  forth  his  Spirit  and  power 
to  work  out  the  work  here;  and  his  sanctifying  Spirit  and 
power  is  able  to  sanctify  throughout,  in  soul,  body,  and 
spirit;  and  the  gifts  of  the  ministry  are  for  perfecting  the 
saints,  till  they  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  unto  a 
perfect  man,  that  they  may  be  presented  to  God  perfect  in 
Christ  Jesus.  The  holy  leaven  is  put  into  the  lump  Aere, 
and  it  is  able  to  leaven  the  lump  here;  and  holiness  is  not 
only  to  be  begun,  but  perfected  in  the  fear  of  Gody  as  the 
apostle  exhorts,  who  did  not  exhort  to  a  needless  or  impos- 
sible thing;  and  the  whole  armor  of  God  is  able  to  defend 
the  whole  man  from  all  the  assaults  of  the  wicked  one;  for 
greater  is  He,  in  the  saints,  that  preserves  from  sin,  than  he 
that  tempts  to  sin.  Oh,  how  precious  is  it  to  war  with  the 
enemy  in  this  conquering  faith,  and  to  resist  him  therein ! 
that  he  may  still  flee  away,  for  fear  of  God's  power  and 
sword,  which  will  pierce  him  and  can  easily  overcome  him. 

There  is  a  state  where  the  spirit  is  willing,  but  the  flesh 
weak :  yet  it  is  not  so  where  the  spirit  is  become  strong  in 
the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might.  There  is  a  holy 
hill  of  God,  a  spiritual  Zion,  a  mountain  whereupon  his 
house  is  built,  which  the  wing  of  the  Almighty  overshad- 
ows; and  his  sheep  that  are  gathered  by  the  great  Shep- 
herd and  Bishop  of  the  soul  feed  there,  and  none  can  make 
afraid.  The  flesh  ^cill  be  rebelling  against  the  Spirit,  until 
it  be  destroyed  by  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ*  But 
when  a  man  is  really  crucifled  with  Christ,  and  dead  to  sin, 
sin  hath  no  more  power  over  him;  for  Christ  lives  in  him 
and  reigns  in  his  heart  over  sin  and  the  temptations  thereof. 
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When  the  God  of  peace  treads  Satan  under  the  feet  of  the 
80ul  that  was  once  captived  by  him,  there  it  is  known 
whose  the  kingdom  and  the  power  and  the  victory  and  the 
dominion  is. 

And  this  is  true  blessedness  begun,  carried  on,  and  up- 
held by  the  pure,  sanctifying  power  of  the  word  of  life 
in  the  heart ;  and  the  birth  which  is  born  of  God,  knows  it 
to  be  no  delusion,  but  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  And  such 
are  obedient  to  the  holy  church  of  God,  and  to  the  holy  min- 
istry, which  he  hath  brought  out  of  the  wilderness;  and 
know  of  what  nature  the  churches  and  ministry  have  been, 
which  have  appeared  and  been  set  up  in  the  world,  since 
the  true  church  fled  into  and  was  hid  in  the  wilderness,  and 
was  fed  there  by  the  Lord  God  of  life.  The  devil  hath  long 
transformed  himself  into  the  likeness  of  an  angel  of  light, 
and  cheated  and  beguiled  souls ;  while  the  false  church 
hatli  reigned,  antichrist  sitting  in  the  temple,  the  man-child 
having  been  caught  up  to  God,  and  the  true  church  in  the 
wilderness;  and  men  have  generally  put  darkness  for  light, 
and  light  for  darkness.  But  blessed  be  the  Lord !  the  true 
light,  which  shone  in  the  apostles'  days,  now  shines  again  ; 
and  discovers  the  mystery  of  iniquity,  and  the  golden  cup 
of  abominations,  wherewith  the  earth  hath  been  made 
drunk;  and  Satan  falls  down  like  lightning  before  the 
power  of  Him,  on  whom  the  true  church  leaned,  when  she 
came  out  of  the  wilderness,  and  still  leans,  and  will  lean  up- 
on for  ever;  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  be  able  to  pre- 
vail against  her. 

And  blessed  be  the  Lord !  who  hath  brought  many  wan- 
derers and  distressed  ones  to  the  sight  of  the  true  church, 
and  to  delightful  obedience  to  her,  whose  voice  is  not  differ- 
ent to  Christ*s,  but  one  with  it;  and  such  are  in  fellowship 
with  the  Father  and  Son,  and  with  the  saints  who  dwell  in 
the  light  These  are  clothed  with  the  Lamb's  innocency  and 
righteousness,  and  do  not  dwell  in  darkness  nor  in  sin;  hav- 
ing crucified  the  old  man  with  his  affections  and  lusts,  and 
put  off  the  body  of  the  sins  of  the  flesh,  by  the  circumci- 
sion of  Christ,  and  put  on  the  new  man  which  is  created  iu 
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Christ  Jesns,  in  the  righteotiBneBB  and  holiness  of  truth. 
They  that  are  here  dwell  not  in  fancies,  nor  feed  on  fancies, 
hut  on  eternal  life,  in  the  pure  pastures  of  life,  where  the 
Shepherd  of  the  inward  and  spiritual  Israel  feeds  his  holy 
flock  day  hy  day. 

As  for  the  Romish  church,  or  any  other  charch  built  up 
in  the  apostasy  from  the  spirit  and  life  of  the  apostles,  the 
Lord  hath  given  me  to  see  through  them,  to  that  which 
was  before  them,  and  will  be  after  them.  And  O  dear 
brother!  if  thou  couldst  but  rightly  wait  for  and  meet  with 
the  holy,  regenerating,  purifying  power,  which  in  tender 
love  I  testified  to  thee  of;  it  would  lead  thee  to  that  which 
is  the  true  church  indeed,  which  hath  been  persecuted  by 
the  dragon  and  false  church,  and  the  blood  of  her  seed  made 
drunk  by  the  bloody,  dragonish  church,  for  many  ages. 

The  Lord  hath  made  me  thy  brother  in  the  line  of  nature; 
oh  that  thou  wert  my  brother  in  that  truth,  which  lives  and 
abides  for  ever !  Oh  that  thou  knew  the  church  of  the  first- 
bom,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  the  Jerusalem  which  is 
above,  which  is  free,  which  is  the  mother  of  all  who  are 
born  of  the  regenerating  virtue  and  power ! 

20th  of  Seventh  Month,  1676. 


To  Sir  "VTilliam  Armorer  (so  styled.) 

Friend, 

The  weighty  sense  of  an  eternal  condition  after  this  life, 
hath  been  upon  my  heart  from  my  childhood ;  and  it  is  of- 
ten with  me,  that  I  must  give  an  account  to  God,  when  I 
pass  out  of  this  transitory  world,  of  all  things  done  in  the 
body;  and  shall  enter  into  eternal  rest  and  blessedness,  or 
eternal  woe  or  misery. 

This  causeth  me  to  call  upon  the  Lord  daily,  for  grace 
and  wisdom  from  him;  that  my  conscience,  being  cleansed 
through  the  blood  of  his  Son,  may  be  kept  void  of  offence, 
both  towards  him  and  men.  And  truly  (I  speak  not  boast- 
iugly,  but  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  sense  of  his 
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goodnem  and  tender  mercy  to  me),  my  heart  is  preaerved  iu 
love  and  innocency  towards  those,  who  most  injuriously, 
and  without  provocation  on  my  part,  have  taken  away  my 
liberty,  for  aught  I  know,  for  my  whole  lifetime.  What  thou 
forther  intendest  towards  me,  the  Lord  knows,  to  whom  I 
have  committed  my  cause :  but  this  is  on  my  heart  to  ex* 
press  to  thee,  because,  when  I  was  with  thee,  thou  spakest 
words  to  this  purpose,  that  we  wished  thee  hanged^  or  would  be 
glad  if  thou  u?ert  hanged.  God,  who  knows  my  heart,  is  wit- 
ness, that  I  wish  thee  no  evil,  neither  to  thee  nor  thy  fam- 
ily ;  but  wish  thou  mayst  avoid  all  such  things,  as  may  bring 
his  wrath  fmd  curse  upon  thee,  either  in  this  world  or  the 
world  to  come. 

And,  friend,  do  not  provoke  the  Lord  by  afflicting  those 
that  fear  him;  but  cease  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do  well;  and 
this  will  please  the  Lord,  and  is  more  acceptable  to  him 
than  all  the  worship  that  can  be  oiFered  up  to  him  without 
this. 

I  have  sent  thee  a  little  book,  as  a  token  of  my  love,  de- 
siring thee  to  peruse  it  seriously.  Oh !  do  not  endeavor  to 
bring  me  into  such  a  condition  as  is  there  related.  I  have 
had  greater  light,  in  the  way  into  which  the  Lord  hath  led 
me,  than  this  man  had;  and  in  that  light  I  have  seen,  that 
I  ought  not  to  swear,  but  to  give  the  "Yea**  and  "Nay*'  of 
truth,  which  comes  from  the  Christian  nature,  and  is  of  far 
more  certainty  and  assurance  than  swearing.  For  the  man 
that  swears  may  easily  break  his  oath,  but  he  that  keeps  to 
the  truth  cannot  alter  his  yea  and  nay,  but  it  stands  in  the 
truth ;  and  this  our  Lord  and  Master  hath  set  above,  and  on 
the  top  of,  and  instead  of,  swearing;  which  if  we  should 
vary  from  and  deny,  we  should  deny  him  who  hath  taught 
us  not  to  swear.  Lideed,  if  we  had  not  learnt  it  of  the  Lord, 
and  if  it  was  not  by  him  required  of  us,  we  should  rather 
swear  than  otherwise ;  for  we  would  very  willingly  give  men 
satisfaction,  in  those  particulars  which  they  require  us  to 
swear  about. 

Friend,  God  hath  given  thee  an  immortal  soul,  and  doth 
require  of  thee  righteousness  towards  thy  fellow-creatures, 
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and  temperance  and  moderation  of  spirit,  and  senaibleness  of 
the  judgment  to  come  after  this  life.  Thon  are  stricken  in 
years,  and  thon  hast  but  a  little  moment  left  remaining  of 
thy  time ;  and  then  it  will  be  determined  concerning  thy 
soul,  what  or  how  it  shall  be  for  ever!  Let  the  words  of  love, 
truth,  and  innocency  from  me,  prevail  upon  thee  to  be  seri- 
ous, and  to  let  in  the  sense  and  fear  of  God  upon  thy  heart 
Thou  hast  spent  much  time  in  serving  man ;  Oh,  spend  a 
little  in  serving  and  fearing  God !  There  is  somewhat,  which 
is  pure,  of  God,  appointed  by  him  to  exercise  the  conscience 
towards  him.  Thou  hast  such  a  thing  near  thee.  Oh  that 
thou  mightest  know  it,  and  be  joined  to  it!  for  till  then, 
thou  caust  never  truly  serve  nor  fear  the  Lord,  but  mayst 
spend  thy  time  here  in  a  vain  show,  and  at  last  be  judged 
and  condemned  by  the  Lord,  and  lie  down  in  eternal  sor- 
row; which,  it  is  the  desire  of  my  heart,  may  not  be  thy 
portion  from  the  hand  of  the  Lord. 

This  is  from  a  sufferer  by  thee,  who  never  gave  thee  the 
least  cause  or  provocation  so  to  deal  with  me. 

LP. 


To  THE  Lady  Conway. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  have  heard  both  of  thy  love  to  truth,  and  of  thy  great 
afllictions  outwardly;  both  which  occasion  a  sense  concern- 
ing thee,  and  breathings  to  the  tender  Father  of  my  life  for 
thee ;  that  thy  heaii;  may  know  and  be  joined  to  the  truth, 
and  thou  mayst  live  and  walk  in  it,  reaping  the  sweet  com- 
fort, support  and  satisfaction,  which  God  daily  ministers  iu 
and  thix>ugh  it,  to  his  gathered  and  preserved  ones.  I  am 
satisfied  thou  hast  need  of  comforts  and  support;  oh  that 
thou  mayst  be  led  thither,  and  be  daily  found  by  the  Lord 
there,  where  the  Comforter  doth  daily  delight  to  supply  the 
afflicted  and  suffering  ones,  whether  inwardly  or  outwardly, 
with  comfort. 

And,  my  dear  friend,  takia  heed  of  that  wisdom  and  knowl- 


ISAAC  PKKIN0T019.  501 

edge  which  is  not  of  the  seed,  and  which  can  be  held  in  the 
mindy  without  the  springing  life  of  the  seed.  The  first  day 
I  was  convinced,  I  was  not  only  convinced  in  my  under- 
standing concerning  the  seed,  but  I  felt  the  seed  in  my 
heart,  and  my  heart  was  enraptured  with  the  sense  and  feel- 
ing of  it;  and  my  great  cry  to  the  Lord  was,  that  I  might 
faithfully  travel  through  all  the  sufferings  and  death  of  the 
other  part,  into  union  with  and  enjoyment  of  it;  and  that 
that  wisdom,  which  was  not  of  the  pure  living  root  and  nat- 
ure, might  die  in  me.  Now,  how  I  have  been  exercised 
and  taught  since  is  hard  for  me  to  utter.  What  poverty, 
what  weakness,  what  foolishness  I  have  been  led  into !  how 
I  have  learned,  in  a  sense,  out  of  the  reach  of  the  compre- 
hending, knowing  mind;  how  tender  I  have  been  of  every 
secret  shining  of  light  in  my  heart;  how  the  Lord  hath 
taught  and  enabled  me  to  pluck  out  my  right  eye,  and  cut 
off  my  right  hand,  and  cast  them  from  me,  that  I  might  not 
see  with  that  eye,  nor  work  with  that  hand,  but  be  greatly 
maimed  in  the  sight  of  men,  and  in  my  own  sight  too. 

O  friend !  wait  daily  to  feel  the  seed,  to  feel  the  seed  live 
in  thee,  and  the  most  pleasing  part  of  thy  nature  die,  as  it 
can  live  out  of  the  seed.  Oh  that  thou  couldst  change  all 
old  knowledge,  for  that  which  is  new  and  living!  The  seed 
is  the  well :  receive  the  seed,  then  thou  receivest  the  well: 
let  it  spring,  wait  for  its  springing,. wait  to  know  its  spring- 
ing: bear  all  the  trials  and  judgments,  which  the  Father  of 
life  sees  necessary  to  prepare  the  heart  for  its  springing. 
Oh,  feel  that  which  limits  and  subdues  thoughts,  and  brings 
them  into  captivity  and  subjection!  Be  not  exercised  in 
things  too  high  for  thee — ^David,  the  man  after  God*8  own 
heart,  who  was  wiser  than  his  teachers,  was  not; — ^bnt  come 
out  of  knowledge  into  feeling,  and  there  thou  wilt  find  the 
true  knowledge  given, — arising,  springing,  and  covering  thy 
heart,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea.  And  still  wait  to  be 
taught  of  God,  to  distinguish  between  the  outwardness  of 
knowledge — ^the  notional  part  of  the  thing  known,  as  it  can 
be  comprehended  in  the  mind, — ^and  the  life  of  it,  as  it  is 
felt  and  abides  in  the  heart. 
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The  Lord  God  of  mj  life  be  ^y  Teacher;  point  thj  miud 
to  the  pore  eeed  of  the  kingdom,  and  open  it  in  thee;  make 
thee  00  little,  that  thou  mayst  enter  into  it»  and  keep  thee 
BO  low  and  poor,  that  thou  mayst  abide  in  it;  managing 
these  troubleaome  times  in  the  outward,  for  thy  advantage 
in  the  inward;  that  the  city  and  temple  of  the  living  God 
nuty  be  built  in  it,  and  thou  mayst  know  him  daily  dweil- 
iag  and  walking  therein.  Thus  mayst  thou  be  married  to 
the  Lord,  and  become  one  spirit  with  him;  finding  that 
daily  removing  from  thee,  [which  is  to  be  removed,  even] 
by  tlie  mighty  arm  and  pure  operation  of  his  Spirit,  till  all 
that  is  contrary  be  done  away;  then  may  thy  soul  dwell 
with  its  Beloved  in  fulness  of  joy,  life,  and  peace  for  ever- 
more. 

This  is  from  the  tender  love,  and  fresh  breathings  of  life, 
in  thy  soul's  true  Friend,  and  most  hearty  well-wisher, 

L  P. 

17th  of  Third  Month,  1677. 


To  James  Eeles. 

F&IBND, 

God  is  my  witness,  to  whom  I  must  give  an  account  of 
all  my  actions,  that  it  is  my  desire  to  be  found  in  all  true 
love,  courtesy,  and  righteousness,  in  my  dealings  towards 
all  men ;  and  that  I  would  by  no  means  deny  any  man  his 
just  due,  which  he  can  by  any  just  law  or  right  claim  from 
me. 

Now,  as  touching  tithes,[the  payment  or  refusing  of  them 
is  to  me  a  matter  of  conscience,  weighty  on  my  heart  before 
the  Lord;  and  I  would  do  therein  as  he  might  justify,  aiid 
not  condemn  me.  I  know  tithes  were  ordained  by  God,  to 
be  paid  to  the  Levitical  priesthood,  under  tlie  law ;  but  the 
same  power  that  ordained  them  under  the  law,  disannulled 
them  under  the  gospel.  Heb.  vii.  12  and  18.  Here  is  God's 
power  and  authority  for  disannulling  them.  Now,  that  any 
man  or  men  have  true  right,  power,  and  authority  to  set  up 
or  require  to  be  paid,  under  the  gospel,  what  God's  power 
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hath  diBaoDulled, — ^indeed,  I  do  not  see ;  nor  can  I  be  sub- 
ject to  any  hoinan  anthority  or  law  in  this  thing,  without 
sinning  against  Ood,  and  incurring  his  wrath  upon  my  sou], 
which  I  have  formerly  found  very  dreadful,  and  would  not, 
for  fear  of  sufferings  in  this  world,  expose  myself  to  the 
bearing  of.  Besides,  Christ  saith,  ^'Ile  that  denies  me  be- 
fore men,  him  will  I  deny  before  my  Father."  He  is  the 
substance  of  all  the  figures  under  the  law;  he  hath  put  an 
end  to  them ;  he  is  King,  Priest,  and  Prophet  in  the  church 
of  Ood;  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth  is  given  to  him, 
and  he  sent  forth  his  ministers  without  tithes.  Now,  tithes 
were  set  up  in  the  dark  time  of  popery,  and  not  by  the  gos- 
pel light;  and  they  who  know  the  gospel  light  dare  not  be 
subject  to  that  which  was  set  up  in  matters  of  religion,  by 
the  dark  power  of  Rome,  in  the  time  of  darkness. 

I  was  willing  to  give  thee  this  plain  and  naked  account, 
that  thou  mayst  see  how  weighty  the  thing  is  with  me,  and 
how  dangerous  it  would  be  to  me,  to  do  what  thou  requir- 
est  of  me ;  for  in  so  doing,  I  should  lose  ray  peace  with  God, 
I  should  be  unfaithful  to  the  testimony  he  hath  given  me  to 
bear,  I  should  dishonor  his  name  and  truth,  and  bring  his 
sore  wrath  and  displeasure  upon  my  soul  and  conscience. 
Judge,  thyself,  in  this  matter,  whether  I  had  not  better  ex- 
pose myself  to  any  outward  sufiierings,  though  ever  so  great 
(either  from  thee  or  any  thou  shalt  make  use  of),  than  ex- 
pose my  soul  to  so  great  inward  misery  and  sufferings,  for 
disobedience  to  the  Lord  in  this  particular.  Consider  Ralph 
Trumper,*  a  just  tender,  honest-hearted  man, — ^how  much 
he  hath  suffered  in  this  respect,  to  keep  his  conscience  clear 
in  this  thing;  who,  I  brieve,  would  rather  suffer  all  his  for- 
mer losses  ten  times  over  again,  than  suffer  what  he  did  (to 
my  knowledge),  for  paying  tithes,  after  he  was  convinced  of 
the  evil  and  unlawfulness  of  it.  I  do  not  contend  with  thee 
by  the  law  of  the  land ;  but  I  must  be  subject  to  the  law  of 
God,  who  shows  me  from  what  root  tithes  came ;  and  that 
they  are  not  the  maintenance  of  the  ministry  of  Christ,  or 
allowed  by  Christ,  but  the  maintenance  of  the  ministry 

*  So6  Be8so*8  Sufferings  of  Friends,  Vol.  Ist,  p  78,  79. 
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Rome*8  power  set  up;  both  which  ministry  and  its  mainte- 
nance are  to  be  denied  and  witnessed  against,  by  thodo 
whom  he  calls  forth  to  testify  to  his  truth  in  these  things. 

So,  at  present,  I  say  no  more,  bat  remain  thyfiriend* 
ready  to  do  thee  any  good,  though  I  should  suffer  ever  so 
deeply  from  thee. 

L  P. 

25th  of  Fourth  Month,  1677. 


To  DULCIBELLA  LAfTOy. 

Dear  Friend, 

Concerning  whom  I  feel  a  travail,  this  is  the  sense  of  my 
heart  in  relation  to  thee. 

There  is  a  pure  seed  of  life  which  God  hath  sown  in  thee ; 
oh  that  it  might  come  through,  and  come  over  all  that  is 
above  it,  and  contrary  to  it!^  And  for  that  end  wait  daily  to 
feel  it,  and  to  fed  thy  mind  subdued  by  it,  and  joined  to  it. 
Take  heed  of  looking  out,  in  the  reasonings  of  thy  mind, 
but  dwell  in  the  feeling  sense  of  life ;  and  then  that  will 
arise  in  thee  more  and  more,  which  maketh  truly  wise,  and 
gives  power,  and  brings  into  the  holy  authority  and  domin- 
ion of  life.  Many  that  have  been  long  travelling,  are  now 
entering  into  their  possessions  and  inheritance,  which  the 
Lord  is  daily  enlarging  in  them,  and  to  them.  Oh  that  thy 
lot  may  be  among  them,  inwardly  witnessed  and  possessed 
by  thee !  Prize  inward  exercises,  griefs,  and  troubles,  and 
let  faith  and  patience  have  their  perfect  work  in  them.  Oh, 
desire  to  be  good,  upright,  and  perfect  in  6od*s  sight !  and 
wait  to  feel  the  life,  Spirit  and  ppwer  which  makes  so. 
Come  out  of  the  knowledge  and  comprehension  about 
things,  into  the  feeling  life;  and  let  thai  be  thy  knowledge 
and  wisdom,  which  thou  receivest  and  retainest  in  the  feel- 
ing life;  and  that  will  lead  thee  into  the  footsteps  of  the 
flock,  without  reasoning,  consulting,  or  disputing. 

Oh !  wait  to  be  taught  and  enabled  by  God  to  fetch  right 
steps  in  thy  travels,  and  to  take  up  the  cross  and  despise 
the  shame  in  every  thing,  wherein  that  wisdom,  will,  and 
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mind,  which  is  to  be  crucified,  would  be  judge;  for  it  will 
judge  amiss  and  lead  aside,  if  it  be  hearkened  to  by  thee. 
The  Lord  show  thee  the  snares  and  dangers  to  which  thou 
art  liable,  and  lead  thee  out  of  them ;  that  whatever  hinder- 
eth  may  be  discovered  to  thee,  and  thy  mind  singly  joined 
to  that  which  discovereth,  that  so  it  may  be  removed  out  of 
the  way;  and  all  crooked  things  be  made  straight  in  thee, 
and  the  rough  plain,  and  the  high  low,  and  the  low  high, 
and  the  weak  and  foolish  strong  and  wise,  and  the  wise  and 
strong  weak  and  foolish.  Oh!  wait  to  feel  and  understand 
my  words,  that  thy  conversation  may  be  ordered  aright  by 
the  power  and  wisdom  of  God ;  and  that  thou  mayst  in- 
wardly come  to  witness  the  glorious  coming  of  Him,  who  is 
the  salvation  of  God,  and  in  whom  thou  shalt  not  fail  to  see 
the  salvation  of  God. 

Thou  must  be  very  low,  weak,  and  foolish,  that  the  seed 
may  arise  in  thee  to  exalt  thee,  and  become  thy  strength 
and  wisdom;  and  thou  must  die  exceedingly,  again  and 
again,  more  and  more,  inwardly  and  deeply!  that  thy  life 
may  spring  up  from  the  holy  root  and  stock;  and  thou  may- 
ost  be  more  and  more  gathered  into  it,  spring  up  into  it,  and 
live  alone  in  the  life,  virtue,  and  power  thereof.  The  travel 
is  long,  the  exercises  many,  the  snares,  temptations,  and 
dangers  many;  and  yet  the  mercy,  relief,  and  help  is  great 
also. 

Oh  that  thou  mayst  feel  thy  calling  and  election,  thy  sink- 
ing down,  springing  up,  and  establishment  in  the  pure  seed, 
in  the  light  and  righteousness  thereof  over  all;  that  thou 
mayst  sing  songs  of  degrees  to  the  Redeemer  of  Israel,  and 
mayest  daily  more  and  more  partake  of  and  rejoice  in  him, 
who  is  our  joy,  and  the  crown  thereof. 

Thy  friend,  in  the  most  sincere,  tender  love, 


I.  P. 


nth  of  Fifth  Month,  1677. 

Vol.  m.— 43 
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To  Thomas  Walmslst. 

Friesd  T.  W., 

God  is  love:  and  he  givctb  love,  and  teachetli  to  love; 
and  with  the  love  which  my  Qod  hath  given  me,  and  where- 
with he  hath  taught  me  to  love,  have  I  loved  thee,  and 
sought  the  everlasting  good  of  thy  soul,  even  as  of  my  owiu 

This  morning,  the  consideration  of  thee  was  strong  upon 
my  spirit,  how  that  thou  wast  stricken  in  years,  and  mnst 
shortly  pass  out  of  this  world,  and  give  an  account  to  God; 
and  this  earnest  desire  was  in  my  heart,  that  thou  mightest 
be  fitted  and  rightly  prepared,  to  give  such  an  account,  as 
the  Lord,  the  great,  righteous  and  impartial  Judge,  might 
own  and  approve  of,  to  thy  eternal  joy :  for  which  end,  two 
things  were  upon  my  heart  to  propose  to  thee,  to  be  rightly 
considered  by  thee. 

One  is,  whether  thou  canst  truly  say,  as  in  God's  sight, 
that  thou  hast  known  and  experienced  Christ  within^  redeem- 
ing thee  from  sin  icithin.  Ilath  Christ  indeed  brought  sal- 
vation home  to  thy  heart?  Hast  thou  known  his  inward, 
living  power,  breaking  the  strength  and  power  of  Satan 
within  thee?  Hast  thou  known  Him  stronger  than  the 
strong  man  inwardly?  Hast  thou  first  known  Christ  knock 
at  the  door  of  thy  heart,  and  opened  to  and  let  him  in ;  and 
afterwards  experienced  what  he  doth  in  the  heart-,  where  he 
is  let  in?  Or  hast  thou  had  only  a  notional  knowledge  and 
belief  concerning  Christ  mthout,  and  never  known  what  it 
was  to  have  the  Son  revealed  in  thee?  Oh  that  thou  mightst 
know,  and  experimentally  understand  this  Scripture,  before 
thou  go  hence  and  be  no  more  seen, — *'K  Christ  be  in  you, 
the  body  is  dead  because  of  sin  ;'* — and  this  other  also, — 
"  He  that  is  Christ's  hath  crucified  the  flesh  with  the  aftec- 
tions  and  lusts/'  The  Lord  God  make  thee  truly  weighty 
and  serious,  and  rightly  considerate,  and  give  thee  true,  un- 
erring judgment;  that  thou  mayst  not  be  deceived  abont 
this  thing,  which  is  of  such  deep  and  everlasting  concern- 
ment to  thy  soul ! 
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The  other  is,  whether  thou  dost  experience  the  sprinkling 
of  the  blood  of  the  Lord  Jesus  upon  thy  conscience.  The 
Jews  were  saved  by  the  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  the  lamb 
outwardly.  The  Lamb  of  God  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the 
world,  by  the  sprinklin£^  of  his  blood  inwardly.  N^ow,  I 
beseech  thee,  consider:  hast  thou  only  a  notion  of  Christ's 
blood  as  it  was  shed  without,  or  dost  thou  also  know  the 
sprinkling  within  in  thy  own  heart  ?  Ilath  God  made  that 
new  covenant,  the  everlasting  covenant  with  thee,  wherein 
the  blood  of  sprinkling  is  felt,  and  the  precious  effects  of 
it  experienced?  for  then,  indeed,  iniquities  are  forgiven,  and 
sin  remembered  no  more;  but  the  soul  comes  to  witness 
real  justification  from  sin,  and  that  peace  which  passeth  un- 
derstanding, which  no  man  can  give  or  take  away;  neither 
doth  any  man  know  what  it  is,  but  he  that  hath  it.  Oh  that 
thou  mayst  know  the  righteousness  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  be  clothed  with  it,  that  thou  mayst  stand  justi- 
fied in  God's  sight  for  ever,  at  that  i^reat  day ! 

L  P. 

l-gth  of  Eleventh  Month,  1677. 

To  George  Winkfield. 

Dear  Friexd, 

Two  things  stick  upon  my  heart,  since  our  last  short  dis- 
course at  the  window  at  Kings,  through  my  desire  that  it 
maj^  go  well  with  thee,  and  that  thou  mayst  be  right  in 
God's  sight. 

One  is,  that  saying  of  thine  about  thy  love  to  truth  and 
Friends,  as  if  it  were  as  great  as  ever  it  was.  Xow,  I  en- 
treat thee  to  weigh  this  thing,  and  to  wait  on  God  to  know, 
whether  it  be  really  so  or  no;  which  thou  mayst  understand 
by  this:  if  thou  be  as  really  desirous,  and  waitest,  as  singly, 
to  know  and  obey  the  commands  of  truth  as  ever,  then,  thy 
love  to  it  is  as  great  as  formerly  in  its  first  heat  and  zeal ; 
otherwise  not.  "He  that  hath  my  commandments  and 
keepeth  them,"  saith  Christ,  "he  it  is  that  loveth  me.*' 
John  xiv.  21.     And  hereby,  we  know  that  our  knowledge 
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of  him  is  true  and  living;  because  it  leads,  quickens,  and 
enables  us  to  the  keeping  of  his  commandments.  1  John, 
ii.  3. 

The  other  is,  that  thou  saidst,  thy  heart  is  not  hardened. 
Oh !  consider  this  seriously ;  for,  if  thy  heart  be  hardened, 
and  thou  not  sensible  of  it,  thy  estate  is  exceeding  danger- 
ous. Now,  if  the  Lord  by  his  power  hath  preserved  thee 
out  of  that  which  hardens  the  heart;  then,  without  doubt, 
thy  heart  is  not  hardened :  but  if  the  enemy  hath  tempted 
thee  to  let  in  reasonings  into  thy  mind,  against  any  thing 
that  is  indeed  of  God ;  and  thou  hast  run  into  any  practices 
contrary  to  truth,  and  justifiest  them  in  thy  heart,  from  any 
reasonings  and  thoughts  the  enemy  hath  suggested  to  and 
strengthened  thy  mind  in ;  then,  without  doubt,  thy  heart  is 
so  far  hardened.  It  is  impossible  for  thee,  or  any  one  else, 
to  let  in  that  which  hardens,  and  not  be  hardened. 

Oh !  mind  that  precious  advice  of  the  Apostle.  Heb.  iii. 
13.  Mark,  sin  deceives,  lust  deceives,  desire  after  any  thing 
that  pleaseth  the  flesh,  and  is  desirable  to  the  worldly  nat- 
ure, deceives.  And  whoever  is  deceived  by  it,  and  lets  it  in 
(mind,  he  doth  not  let  it  in  as  an  evil  thing,  but  is  deceived 
by  it),  his  heart  is  hardened  against  that  which  would  show 
him  the  evil  of  it,  and  draw  his  mind  from  it,  if  he  did  in 
truth  hearken  to  it,  and  were  not  lulled  asleep  in  the  deceit. 
And  there  must  be  a  daily  watching  against  that  which  de- 
ceives and  hardens,  as  the  apostle  there  adviseth  them  to 
exhort  one  another  unto,  lest  the  enemy  at  any  time  catch 
any  of  them  in  the  snare  of  sin,  and  so  harden  them. 

Now,  he  that  would  not  provoke  the  Lord  to  give  him  np 
to  full  hardness,  must  take  heed  of  the  degrees  thereof;  and 
happy  is  he  who  so  doth.  O  G.  W. !  consider,  as  before 
the  Lord,  whether  thy  walking  be  answerable  to  truth,  so 
far  as  thou  knowest  truth ;  and  whether  thou  art  willingly 
ignorant  of  any  thing,  which  the  good  God  is  willing  and 
ready  to  give  thee  the  knowledge  of,  that  thou  mayst  take 
the  more  liberty  to  the  flesh  in  that,  which  the  life  of  truth, 
if  felt,  would  soon  condemn  and  draw  from. 
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This  is  in  most  sincere  love  to  thee,  from  him  who  hath 
always  been  thy  friend. 

I.  P. 

nth  of  12th  Month,  1677. 


To  Sir  William  Drake  (so  styled). 

First,  There  is  a  God,  a  holy,  righteous,  living,  powerful 
God,  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  all  things  therein ; 
and  at  la«t  made  man  in  his  own  image,  and  set  him  over 
the  works  of  his  hands,  to  have  dominion,  and  to  rule  in  his 
wisdom  ai^  power  over  them;  and  to  guide,  order,  and 
make  use  of  them,  to  the  glory  of  Him  that  made  them. 
Now,  in  this  state,  God  was  pleased  and  took  delight  in  the 
works  of  his  hands,  and  in  man  above  all. 

Secondly,  Man,  sinning  against  his  Maker,  lost  this  im- 
age, which  was  his  glory,  and  became  brutish  in  under- 
standing, and  an  enemy  to  God  in  his  mind,  and  liable  to 
the  wrath  of  God's  holy  and  righteous  nature. 

Thirdly,  There  is  no  reconciliation  to  be  had  between 
God  and  man  any  more,  but  by  the  change  of  this  nature 
in  man :  for  God  is  unchangeable,  he  is  light,  he  is  life,  he 
is  holiness  unchangeable;  and  will  never  be  reconciled  to, 
or  have  fellowship  with,  darkness,  with  that  which  is  dead 
and  unholy, — which  man  in  his  fallen  estate  is,  until  he  be 
begotten  again  to  God,  changed  and  renewed  from  his  evil 
and  sinful  nature,  into  a  good  and  holy  nature,  and  till  he 
be  turned  from  evil  works,  and  know  what  it  is  to  be  the 
workmanship  of  God,  created  anew  unto  good  works. 

Fourthly,  Nothing  can  produce  this  change  in  man,  but 
the  Spirit  and  power  of  Christ,  but  the  grace  and  truth 
which  is  by  Jesus  Christ.  Therefore  a  man  had  need  be 
sure  that  he  receive  this  Spirit  and  power,  and  that  he  feel 
the  operative,  changing  virtue  of  it,  and  be  really  changed 
thereby,  being  created  anew,  begotten  anew  to  God,  in  the 
holiness  and  righteousness  of  truth,  a  son  and  8er\-ant  to 
the  living  God;  or  he  can  never  know  what  belongs  to  ti*ue 
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reconciliatioii  with  God,  and  to  fellowship  with  him  in  the 
light  and  life  of  his  Son. 

Fifthly,  All  the  religions  and  professions  upon  the  &ce 
of  the  earth,  which  £Edl  short  of  this  Spirit,  life,  and  power, 
and  wherein  this  new  creation  in  Christ  Jeans  is  not  wit- 
nessed, nor  power  received  to  abstain  from  what  is  evil,  and 
to  become  sons  to  GotI,  are  not  the  pore,  powerfnL  gospel 
religion,  wherein  the  divine  virtue  and  power  of  life  oper- 
ates; bat  that  which  men  in  the  earthly  wisdom  have 
formed  without  life.  And  all  religions  that  have  bat  a  form 
of  godliness,  and  not  the  power,  are  to  be  turned  away  firom, 
and  witnessed  against,  by  such  as  are  called  forth  to  be 
witnesses  to  the  true,  gospel  religion  and  way  of  worship, 
which  stands  in  Spirit,  life,  and  |K)wer. 

SiKtlilyy  This  religion  and  worship,  which  stands  in  Spir- 
it, life,  and  power,  is  tlie  religion  and  worship  which  Christ 
set  up  about  sixteen  hundred  years  ago.  John  iv.  23,  24.  1 
Cor.  iv.  20.  Rom.  vi.  4.  And  this  is  the  religion  which  God 
hath  revived  and  set  up  again,  as  they  that  receive  the  gos- 
pel now  preach  it;  and  believing  in  the  power,  which  is 
both  outwardly  testified  o^  and  also  inwardly  revealed,  they 
have  the  witness  of  it  in  their  own  hearts.  Rev.  xiv.  6,  7.  1 
John  V.  10,  11,  12.  Isa.  liii.  1.  Oh,  how  sweet  are  these 
scriptures,  when  they  are  rightly  read  and  rightly  under- 
stood, the  Lord  giving  the  right  understanding,  and  leading 
into  the  true  experience  of  them ! 

Friend, 

Thou  expressed  to  one  of  my  youngest  sons,  as  he  related 
to  me,  that  thou  hadst  a  desire  I  should  visit  thee,  that  thou 
mightst  have  some  discourse  with  me  about  religion.  That 
is  the  most  profitable  kind  of  discourse  that  can  be,  if  it  be 
ordered  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in  a  weighty  sense  and 
dread  of  him.  I  am  very  serious  in  reference  to  religion, 
and  would  not  therein  mistake  or  miscarry,  by  any  means; 
and  if  I  might  be  helpful  to  thee,  or  to  any  man,  as  to  the 
truth  and  power  of  religion,  it  would  be  matter  of  gladness 
to  my  heart,  and  of  praising  and  blessing  the  Lord,  in  the 
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sense  of  his  stretching  forth  his  hand  towards  the  saving  of 
any.  Now,  that  our  meeting  and  discourse  may  be  the 
more  solemn  and  advantageous,  I  have  sent  thee  a  few  plain 
propositions  to  consider  of;  which  I  do  not  only  find  signi- 
fied of  in  the  Scriptures,  but  the  Lord  hath  alsQ  written 
them  on  my  Iieart;  and  if  they  be  plain  to  thee,  and  thou 
be  also  in  the  serious  sense  of  them,  it  may  tend  towards 
the  making  of  our  discourse  the  more  easy  and  profitable. 

These  are  the  main  things;  and  he  that  is  rightly 
grounded,  I  mean,  in  the  true  and  sensible  experience  of 
them  in  his  heart,  caimot  miss  of  God^s  guidance  to  make 
a  safe  and  hapi^y  progress  therein ;  he  daily  waiting  upon 
the  Lord,  to  be  taught  and  led  by  him,  further  and  further, 
into  the  life,  Spirit,  and  power  of  truth;  so  that  he  shall  be 
taught  of  God  to  know  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  free- 
dom which  is  by  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  daily  more  and 
more;  which  it  is  my  soul's  sincere  and  single  desire,  tliat 
thou,  thy  wife,  and  family  may  be  experiencers  and  happy 
partakers  of. 

Oh,  what  a  glorious  state  was  man  once  in,  before  his 
transgressing  the  holy  law  of  God!  but  when  he  sinned, 
how  did  he  fall  short  of  the  glory  of  God !  Yet,  as  ho  hears 
His  voice,  and  follows  Him,  that  leads  out  of  sin  into  the 
image  of  God,  into  the  holiness  and  righteousness  of  truth; 
how  is  he  brought  back  by  the  Lord,  and  how  doth  he  re- 
turn, in  the  blessed  leadings  of  God's  blessed  Spirit,  into 
the  glorj'  of  God  again  !  Kead  2  Cor.  iii.  18;  and,  oh  that 
thou  mayst  livingly  and  sensibly  know  what  it  means ! 

I  remain  an  acknowledger  of  thy  kindness,  and  a  desirer 
for  thee,  that  thou  mayst  obtain  from  God  the  knowledge 
of  himself  and  his  Son,  which  is  experienced,  by  them  that 
receive  it,  to  be,  indeed  life  eternal. 

I.  P. 

This  was  written  in  true  love  and  good-will,  and  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  springings  and  openings  of  his 
life  in  my  heart. 

19th  of  Fifth  Month,  1678. 
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To  THE  Womkh'8  Mbetivg  OF  Fbiskds  ih  thb  Tbuth,  At 
JOHH  Manvock^s. 

Deab  Fbjskw^ 

Dearly  beloved  and  lionored  in  the  Lord,  because  of  bis 
honorable  presence  and  power,  which  is  so  preciously  mani- 
fested and  found  to  be  among  yon  in  your  meetings. 

Blessed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  thus  gathered  you!  and 
given  you  hearts  to  meet  together,  to  feel  his  precious  pres- 
ence and  power,  and  wait  to  do  his  will  therein,  as  he  Bh^X\ 
please  to  call,  and  make  your  way  clear  thereto.  And, 
blessed  be  the  Lord !  who  doth  encourage  and  reward  yon 
daily,  and  make  your  meetings  pleasant  and  advantageous 
to  your  own  souls,  and  towards  the  seasoning  and  holy 
watching  over  the  several  respective  places  where  your  lot 
is  fallen. 

Oh !  what  could  the  Lord  do  more  for  his  people,  than  to 
turn  them  to  that  pure  seed  of  life,  which  will  make  them 
all  alive,  and  keep  them  all  in  life  and  purity;  and  then  to 
make  use  of  everj-  living  member  in  the  living  body,  as  his 
Spirit  shall  please  to  breathe  upon  it,  and  his  power  actuate 
it?  Aud  indeed,  there  is  need  of  all  the  life  and  power  to 
the  body,  which  the  Lord  sees  good  to  bestow  on  any  mem- 
ber of  it;  every  member  of  the  body  having  life  given  it, 
not  only  for  itself,  but  likewise  for  the  use  and  service  of 
the  body.  Only,  dear  Friends,  here  is  to  be  the  great  care, 
that  every  member  keep  within  the  limits  of  life,  wherein 
its  capacity  and  ability  for  service  lies,  and  out  of  which,  it 
can  do  no  real  service  for  God,  or  to  the  body.  Oh,  there- 
tore,  eye  life,  eye  the  power,  eye  the  presence  of  the  Lord 
with  your  spirits !  that  he  may  go  along  with  you,  and  guide 
you  in  every  thought  ye  think,  in  every  word  ye  speak,  in 
reference  to  his  work  and  service. 

And  mind,  Friends,  what  is  now  upon  me  to  you:  it  is 
one  thing,  to  sit  waiting  to  feel  the  power,  and  to  keep 
within  the  limits  of  the  power,  thus  far;  and  another,  yea, 
aud  harder,  to  feel  and  keep  within  the  sense  and  limits  of 
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the  power,  when  ye  come  to  act.  Then  your  reasoninga, 
your  wisdom,  your  apprehensions,  have  more  advantage  to 
get  up  in  you,  and  to  put  themselves  forth.  Oh !  therefore, 
watch  narrowly  and  diligently  against  the  forward  part; 
and  keep  back  to  the  life,  which,  thougJi  it  rise  more 
slowly,  yet  acts  more  surely  and  safely  for  God. 

Oh,  wait  and  watch,  to  feel  your  Keeper  keeping  you 
within  the  holy  bounds  and  limits,  within  the  pure  fear, 
within  the  living  sense,  while  ye  are  acting  for  your  God ! 
that  ye  may  only  be  his  instruments,  and  feel  him  actirig 
in  you.  Therefore  every  one  wait  to  feel  the  Judge  risen 
and  up,  and  the  judgment  set,  in  your  own  heart*;  that, 
what  ariaeth  in  you,  may  be  judged,  and  nothing  may  pass 
from  you  publicly,  but  what  hath  first  passed  the  pure  judg- 
ment in  your  own  breasts.  And  let  the  holy  rule  of  the 
blessed  apostle  James,  be  always  upon  your  spirits,  "Let 
every  one  be  swift  to  hear,  slow  to  speak,  slow  to  wrath." 
Oh,  let  not  a  talkativeness  have  place  in  any  of  you !  but, 
abide  in  such  gravity,  modesty,  and  weigh tiness  of  spirit,  as 
becomes  the  judgment-seat  of  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the 
Lord.  Ye  can  never  wait  too  much  for  the  power,  nor  can 
ye  ever  act  too  much  in  the  power;  but  ye  may  easily  act 
too  much  without  it. 

And  as  for  this  troublesome,  cpntentious  business  (if  the 
Lord  should  yet  order  it  to  be  brought  before  you),  the  Lord 
teach  you  to  consider  of,  and  manage  it  in  a  wise,  tender, 
and  healing  spirit.  Ye  must  distinguish  in  judgment,  if  ye 
judge  aright,  between  enemies  and  erring  friends.  And 
take  heed  of  the  quickness  and  strength  of  reason,  or  of  the 
natural  part,  which  avails  little:  but  wait  for  the  evidence 
and  demonstration  of  God's  Spirit,  which  reaches  to  the  wit- 
ness and  doth  the  work.  Are  they  in  a  snare?  are  they 
overtaken  in  a  fault?  yea,  are  they  in  measure  blinded  and 
hardened,  so  that  they  can  neither  see  nor  feel,  as  to  this 
particular?  Retire,  sit  still  awhile,  and  travail  for  them.  Feel 
how  life  will  arise  in  any  of  you,  and  how  mercy  will  reach 
towards  them ;  and  how  living  words,  from  the  tender  sense, 
may  be  reached  forth  to  their  hearts,  deeply,  by  the  hand  of 
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the  Lord,  for  their  good.  And  if  ye  find  them,  at  length, 
bowing  to  the  Lord,  oh,  let  tender  compassion  help  them 
forwards  I  that  what  hath  been  so  troublesome  and  grouiid- 
edly  dissatisfiiotory  in  the  progress,  may,  at  length,  have  a 
sweet  issue  for'their  good,  and  our  joy  and  rejoicing  in  the 
Lord. 

So,  my  dear  friends,  the  Lord  be  with  you,  and  guide  you 
in  this,  and  in  all  that  he  shall  further  call  3'ou  to;  and  mul- 
tiply his  presence,  power,  and  blessings  upon  you,  and  make 
four  meetings  as  serviceable  to  the  honor  of  his  name,  as  he 
himself  would  have  them,  and  as  you  yourselves  can  desire 
them  tt)  be. 

Your  friend  and  brother  in  the  tender  truth,  and  in  the 
pure  love  and  precious  life. 

LP. 

lOth  of  Fifth  Month,  1078. 


To  THOSE  Persons  that  Drixk  of  the  Waters  at  Astrop 

Wells. 

There  is  a  great  God,  the  Creator  of  all  things,  who  gave 
man  a  being  liere  in  this  world;  to  whom  every  man  mu&t 
give  an  account,  when  he  goes  out  of  this  world. 

This  great  God,  who  loves  mankind,  and  would  not  have 
them  perish,  is  nigh  unto  man,  to  teach  him  the  fear,  which 
is  due  from  him  to  God.  The  man  that  learns  this  pure 
fear  of  God  is  daily  exercised  by  it  in  departing  from  evil, 
both  in  thought,  word,  and  deed,  and  in  doing  that  which  is 
good  in  his  sight. 

There  is  likewise  another  teacher  near  man,  who  is  also 
ready  to  teach  such  as  do  not  know  God,  or  fear  God,  that 
which  is  dishonorable  to  tlie  great  God,  who  made  man  a 
vessel  of  honor,  and  to  be  to  his  glory.  They  that  learn  of 
this  teacher  learn  not  to  fear  God,  or  to  do  good,  but  to 
please  themselves  in  doing  evil,  both  in  thought,  word,  and 
deed.  Oh  !  what  account  will  all  such  give,  when  they  go 
out  of  this  world,  and  come  to  be  judged  by  the  great  God 
(who  is  of  pure  eyes,  and  cannot  behold  iniquity),  when  all 
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their  Bins  are  set  in  order  by  him  before  them,  and  just  judg- 
ment proportioned  by  him  thereunto  ?  Oh !  why  do  men  for- 
get God  their  Creator,  days  without  number,  hearkening  to 
him  who  first  deceived  them,  doing  the  will  of  the  deceiver 
and  destroyer  of  souls,  and  not  the  will  of  the  blessed  Crea- 
tor and  Saviour? 

Oh,  hearken  to  wisdom's  counsel,  when  she  cries  in  the 
secret  of  your  hearts  against  that  which  is  evil,  and  contrary 
to  the  nature,  life,  and  will  of  God;  lest  a  day  of  calamity 
from  God  come  upon  you,  and  then  ye  cry  unto  the  pitiful 
and  tender  God,  and  his  face  be  turned  against  you,  and  he 
refuse  to  show  mercy  to  you !  Read  Prov.  i.  20,  to  the  end 
of  the  chapter ;  and  the  Lord  give  you  the  weighty  consid- 
eration and  true  understanding  of  it  for  your  soul's  good, 
and  for  the  reclaiming  of  you  fropi  any  thing  that  is  evil, 
and  destructive  to  your  souls. 

This  is  written  in  tender  love  unto  you,  from  one  who 
pities  and  loves  you,  and  desires  your  prosperity  in  this 
world,  and  your  everlasting  happiness  with  God  for  ever. 

1.  r. 

Aatrop,  15th  of  Sixth  Month,  1678. 

To  Such  as  Drink  of  the  Waters  at  Astrop  Wells. 

I  entreat  you  to  consider  what  is  within  written  for  your 
eternal  good ;  and  be  not  deceived  by  the  enemy  of  your 
souls,  in  things  of  an  everlasting  concern. 

Some  queries  propounded  to  your  consideration,  in  the  ten- 
der melting  love  of  my  heart  towards  your  everlasting 
wel&re. 

First  query.  Is  not  the  great  God,  who  created  heaven 
and  earth,  light,  pure  light,  spiritual  light,  eternal  light,  in 
whom  is  no  darkness  at  all  ?  1  John  i.  5. 

Second  query.  Is  not  man,  in  his  natural,  unregenerate, 
corrupt  state,  darkness?  And  can  he  possibly,  in  that  state, 


iiiiflB  aiiil  voriiSj  liucit  in  cv«fT  k»d; 
tkie  trmdk  m  it  m  n  Jcsim.  to 

di*  l:fe.  ttaCiirew  aB>l  Spirit  of  JesuL    He   mwt 
'•»va  of  :!»  <mi%  ttiii  trtitk  to  fiesr  God;  to 
few,  ir.T«>&seii  vovMii^tf  and  wmjs  of  mcB,  and  to  wordiip 
«Yod,  the  F^L^r  of  ^tfHnL-^,  in  spirit  aad  in  trntk :  and  »  be 

'«arTk«  ani  i*raetL«e*  tLLt.  lie  will  aI.^«o  learn  of  the  ^rare  and 
rnth  Zi>  live  '«»>*>*rr{j  arid  ri?hta'>Ti^y  in  this  present  wofH 
yea.  ar.-i  z  *i.'>  al.^>.  even  ns  the  holj  God  woald  hare  him; 
tor  Gi>I  V'>c>l  have  m^n  live  noodiemise,  than  as  hingnee 
an«l  tm'h  t»-a«-h*^  thrrm.  Xow  Gotl's  grace  and  trath,  and 
the  law  ♦^•f  z}.^  Sj'iHt  of  life  in  Christ  Jesos,  which  i«  written 
in  th^  ir.wArl  i^irL*,  do  n»»t  on!v  teach  that  which  i»  good, 
and  to  fh'Tiy  and  d«:r[»art  from  that  which  id  eviK  hot  give 
ahii:*v  *o  to  d-*.  **My  grace  L»  .^nfficient  for  thee,''  said  Gotl 
to  Par:L  Ai-d  the  tmth  of  Jesus,  revealed  inwardly,  hath 
virtne  and  j^-jwer  in  it;  insomaeh  tliat  they  who  receive  the 
gra^-e  ai:d  tr'itlx  wJiich  eoinej*  by  Je?»n>  Christ,  receive  power 
to  become  «ons  to  Go*].  For  the  grace,  the  tmth,  is  not  a 
notional  thii.jr.  but  hath  the  virtne  and  power  of  life,  and 
niortiti#*at;on  in  it ;  and  they  that  troly  receive  it,  partake 
of  it^  ^-irtne  and  jiower  in  operation  «nd  exercise  of  it  in 
their  beart.*<,  and  are  thereby  really  made  dead  onto  sin,  and 
alive  unto  Go<L 

So  then,  he  that  knows  the  grace  and  truth  which  comes 
by  JeftUH  Chri?«t,  receives  it,  learns  of  it,  is  subject  to  it,  and 
[»artiikes  of  its  virtue  and  p4>wer,  he  knows  Christ  unto  sal- 
vation ;  but  he  that  knows  not,  receives  not,  is  not  subject 
to  the  grace,  doth  not  experience  the  sufficiency  of  the 
grace,  nor  witness  ability  and  power  through  it  to  become  a 
son  to  God,  and  to  do  the  will  of  God, — he  doth  not  yet  at 
all  know  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  unto  the  salvation  of  his 
soul,  notwithstanding  whatsoever  he  may  profess  or  believe 
concerning  him. 

Afltrop,  2Sth  Qf  Sixth  Month,  1078. 
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pleaseth  the  corrupt  part  in  themselves?  Will  they  not  be 
separated,  when  they  go  oat  of  this  world,  from  Ood,  who  is 
light,  and  have  their  portion  with  dark  spirits,  in  utter  dark« 
ness  ?  2  Thess.  i.  6,  to  10.    See  also  Matt.  xxv.  SO. 

Oh,  consider  these  things,  while  ye  have  time,  for  your 
souls'  eternal  good !  that  ye  miss  not  of  the  holy  way  of  life 
and  salvation,  and  so  perish;  whom  God  would  not  have 
perish,  but  stretcheth  forth  his  hand  of  love,  by  his  inward 
"light  of  life,"  effectually  to  save  your  souls. 

JL.    XT » 

Astrop,  20th  of  Sixth  Month,  1678. 
To*  ONE  WHO  SENT  A  MESSAGE  TO  HIM  FROM  ASTROP  WbLLS. 

I  HAD  no  end  in  writing  or  sending  those  papers,  but  true 
love  to  your  immortal  souls;  that  ye  might  seriously  con- 
sider thereof,  and  be  found  in  the  practice  of  them,  and  so 
be  happy  for  ever.  For  as  Christ  said  to  his  disciples,  so  it 
is  with  me  in  this  case  towards  you,  "If  ye  know  these 
things,  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them."  I  have  felt  the  sweet- 
ness and  great  benefit  of  the  practice  of  them,  which  I 
heartily  desire  ye  may  also  experience. 

I  here  send  enclosed  a  token  of  my  love  to  thee  in  partic- 
ular, which  thy  courteous  message  drew  from  me.  It  con- 
tains, in  a  few  words,  the  true  path- way  of  salvation ;  which, 
though  thou  mayst  know  already,  yet  the  reading  and  seri- 
ous consideration  thereof  may  not  be  unserviceable  to  thee. 

I  am  thy  friend,  in  true  love  and  desires  for  thee, 

1.  P. 

THE    PLAIN   PATH-WAY   OF   SALVATION. 

The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  Saviour. 

Grace  and  truth  comes  by  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  saves  by  the  grace  and  truth  which 
comes  by  him. 

For  it  is  the  grace  of  God  that  brings  salvation,  and  it  is 
the  truth,  as  it  in  Jesus,  which  makes  free  indeed. 

He,  therefore,  that  would  be  saved  from  sin  and  condem- 

Vol.  m.— 44 
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•dBik*  an  i  z««cL«if  ti'^  be 
tntL  t.>  l>e  '••>/«cr.T  a:l  i  rirLtc*-* --^  j  in  this  present  woiid, 
%'<a.  ar.d  r  .••11' Ir  aL^i'.  eren  fts  Hj^  ^>  J  God  would  hare  him; 
i-w  G.>i  wo*:l*l  have  i::.^ti  iive  ii*>  och«r«i$e.  than  as  h»gnK6 
and  tmrh  t»r^.fi^  tL^ra-  Xmw  G<<J'«  sraee  and  tmth,  and 
the  law  of  the  Sj'irit  of  life  :n  Chn-t  Jesos.  wlikli  »  written 
in  the  ir.wani  |iart.*-  do  n-t  •:»n!v  teaefa  that  which  is  good, 
and  to  den  V  and  depart  fn>in  tliat  which  i$  evil,  hot  give 
aJiility  «^>  to  do.  **  My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee,"  said  6o<l 
to  Paul.  And  the  troth  of  Jesa?,  revealed  inwardiv,  hath 
virtne  and  j^ower  in  it;  in-somoeh  that  they  who  receive  the 
f^rtu:e  and  truth  which  comes  hy  Jesas  Christ,  receive  power 
to  lieconie  «on3  to  God.  For  the  grace,  the  troth,  is  not  a 
notional  thing,  hat  hath  the  virtue  and  power  of  life,  and 
mortification  in  it;  and  they  that  troly  receive  it,  partake 
of  its  virtue  and  power  in  operation  «nd  exercise  of  it  in 
their  lieartn,  and  are  therehy  really  made  dead  unto  sin,  and 
alive  unto  God. 

Ho  then,  he  tliat  knows  the  grace  and  truth  which  comes 
liy  JcHUH  C'hrirtt,  receives  it,  learns  of  it,  is  subject  to  it,  and 
partakes  of  its  virtue  and  power,  he  knows  Christ  unto  sal- 
vation ;  but  he  that  knows  not,  receives  not,  is  not  subject 
to  the  grace,  doth  not  experience  the  sufficiency  of  the 
grace,  nor  witness  ability  and  power  through  it  to  become  a 
son  to  (iod,  and  to  do  the  will  of  Gkxl, — he  doth  not  yet  at 
111  I  know  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  unto  the  salvation  of  his 
Houl,  notwitliBtiUiding  whatsoever  ho  may  profess  or  believe 
concerning  him. 

AMtn»|n  2Sth  of  Hixth  Month,  1078. 
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To  THE  Women  Friends  that  meet  at  Armscot  in 
Worcestershire. 

Dear  Friends, 

In  your  meetings  together  to  do  service  for  the  Lord,  be 
every  one  of  you  very  careful  and  diligent  in  watching  to 
his  power,  that  ye  may  have  the  sensible,  livhig  feeling  of 
it,  each  of  you  in  your  own  hearts,  and  in  the  hearts  one  of 
another;  and  that  ye  may  keep  within  the  limits  of  it,  and 
not  think,  or  speak,  or  act  beyond  it.  And  know,  oh !  wait 
more  and  more  to  know,  how  to  keep  that  silence,  which  is 
of  the  power;  that  in  every  one  of  you,  what  the  power 
would  have  silent,  may  be  silent.  Oh !  take  heed  of  the 
forwardness  of  the  flesh,  the  wisdom  of  the  flesh,  the  will  of 
the  flesh,  the  talkativeness  of  tlie  flesh ;  keep  them  back, 
oh !  let  them  for  ever  be  kept  back  in  every  one  of  you,  by 
the  presence  and  virtue  of  the  power. 

The  power  is  the  authority  and  blessing  of  your  meetings, 
and  therein  lies  j'^our  ability  to  perform  what  God  requires ; 
be  sure  ye  have  it  with  you.  Keep  back  to  the  life,  keep 
low  in  the  holy  fear,  and  ye  shall  not  miss  of  it.  You  will 
find  it  easy  to  transgress,  easy  to  set  up  self,  easy  to  run  in- 
to sudden  apprehensions  about  things,  and  one  to  be  of  this 
mind  and  another  of  that ;  but  feel  the  power  to  keep  down 
all  this,  and  to  keep  you  out  of  all  this ;  every  one  watching 
to  the  life,  when  and  where  it  will  arise  to  help  you,  and 
that  ye  may  be  sensible  of  it  when  it  doth  arise,  and  not  in 
a  wrong  wisdom  oppose  it,  but  be  one  with  it.  And  thus, 
if  any  thing  should  arise  from  the  wrong  wisdom  in  any,  ye 
may  be  sensible  of  it,  not  defiled  or  entangled  with  it,  but 
abiding  in  that  which  sees  through  it  and  judges  it;  that  so, 
life  may  reign  in  your  hearts  and  in  your  meetings,  above 
that  which  will  be  forward,  and  perking  over  the  life,  if  ye 
be  not  very  watchful. 

So  the  Lord  God  of  my  life  be  with  you,  and  season  your 
hearts  with  his  grace  and  truth,  and  daily  keep  you  in  the 
savor  thereof;  that  ye  may  be  blessed  by  him,  and  a  bless- 
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ing  in  his  hands;  all  that  is  evil  and  contrary  to  truth  be- 
ing kept  down  in  your  own  hearts,  ye  will  be  fit  to  keep 
down  evil  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  others;  and  if  any 
thing  be  nnsavoiy  anywhere,  it  will  be  searched  into, 
judged,  cast  out,  and  the  recovery  of  the  soul  which  hath 
let  it  in  sought,  that  if  possible  it  may  be  restored ;  and 
then,  ye  will  know  the  joy  of  seeking  out  and  bringing  back 
the  lost  sheep.  And  be  tender  to  others,  in  true  compas- 
sion, as  ye  would  be  tendered  by  others,  if  ye  were  in  their 
conditions. 

There  is  that  near  you,  which  will  guide  you ;  oh !  wait 
for  it,  and  be  sure  ye  keep  to  it;  that,  being  innocent  and 
faithful,  in  following  the  Lord  in  the  leadings  of  his  power, 
his  power  may  plead  your  cause  in  the  hearts  of  all  his  ten- 
der people  hereabouts ;  and  they  may  see  and  acknowledge, 
that  your  meetings  are  of  God, — that  ye  are  guided  by  him 
into  that  way  of  service,  in  his  holy  fear,  in  which  he  him- 
self is  with  you,  and  by  the  movings  of  his  Holy  Spirit  in 
your  hearts,  hath  engaged  you.  Be  not  hasty,  either  in  con- 
ceiving any  thing  in  your  minds,  or  in  speaking  it  forth,  or 
in  any  thing  ye  are  to  do ;  but  feel  him  by  his  Spirit  and 
life  going  along  with  you,  and  leading  you  into  what  he 
would  have  any  of  you,  or  eveiy  one  of  you  do.  K  ye  be 
in  the  true  feeling  sense  of  what  the  Lord  your  God  would 
have  done,  and  join  with  what  is  of  God,  as  it  riseth  in  any, 
or  against  any  thing  that  is  not  of  God,  as  it  is  made  mani- 
fest among  you;  ye  are  all  in  your  places  and  proper  ser- 
vices, obeying  the  blessed  will,  and  doing  the  blessed  work, 
of  the  Lord  your  God. 

I  had  somewhat  upon  me  yesterday  to  you,  but  my  weak- 
ness was  great.  This  morning,  this  lay  as  a  weight  upon 
my  spirit  to  lay  upon  yours;  may  the  weight  of  it  come  up- 
on you,  to  weigh  down  whatever  is  light  or  chafty  in  any  of 
you,  that  the  seed  of  life  may  come  up  over  it,  and  ye  may 
be  weighty  before  the  Lord,  in  the  weighty  seed  of  life. 
The  Lord  make  you  rightly  serviceable  to  him,  and  truly 
glorious  in  your  meetings,  and  in  your  several  places.  Ye 
will  find  a  great  work  to  keep  one  pfwt  down,  that  that 
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which  18  pure  and  living  of  God  -may  come  up  in  yon,  and 
ye  act  only  in  it^  not  exceeding  the  limits  of  it. 

I.  P. 

Written  at  John  Hawford'0, 
7th  of  Seventh  Month,  1678. 


To  8.  W. 
Dear  Friend, 

I  ever  had  a  love  to'  thee,  and  a  deep  sense  of  the  serious 
work  of  God  upon  thy  heart,  and  the  upright  desires  of  thy 
Boul  after  Him.  And,  that  the  Lord  should  yet  preserve 
thee  alive,  in  the  midst  of  so  great  and  languishing  weak- 
ness, is  wonderful  in  my  eye,  and  I  hope,  hath  a  tendency 
of  some  honor  to  his  name,  and  good  to  thee.  I  have  often 
inquired  of  late  concerning  thee,  and  was  glad  to  under- 
stand what  I  inquired  after,  by  a  letter  from  thy  own  hand ; 
upon  reading  whereof,  in  the  retired  sense  of  my  heart,  I 
felt  love  arise  to  thee,  and  breathings  to  the  Lord  for  thee; 
and,  oh  that  thou  mayst  fully  feel,  and  be  joined  to  the  seed 
of  life,  the  seed  of  the  kingdom,  which  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  did  not  disdain  to  be  a 
preacher  of. 

O  my  dear  friend !  let  not  any  part  of  thy  life  lie  in  no- 
tions above  the  seed,  but  let  it  all  lie  in  the  seed  itself,  in 
thy  waiting  upon  the  Lord  for  its  arisings  in  thee,  and  in 
thy  feeling  its  arisings.  Oh !  what  becomes  of  flesh,  and 
self,  and  self-righteousness,  when  this  lives  in  the  heart? 
My  religion,  which  I  now  daily  bless  my  God  for,  began  in 
this  seed ;  which,  when  I  first  felt,  and  discerningly  knew 
from  the  Lord,  my  cry  to  him  was,  oh,  this  is  it  I  have 
longed  after  and  waited  for!  Oh,  unite  my  soul  to  thee  in 
this  for  ever !  this  is  thy  Son's  gift  from  thee,  thy  Son's  grace, 
thy  Son's  truth,  thy  Son's  life,  thy  Son's  Spirit!  I  desire  no 
more,  than  to  be  made  nothing  in  myself,  that  this  may  be 
all  in  me:  and  what  I  meet  with  and  witness  here,  what  I 
feel  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  be  made  to  me  here,  none 
knows,  or  possibly  can  know,  but  they  that  have  felt  the 
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Ak!  sinbadL  no  riiwe  l^ere,  iiidiis  btcandaeed;  boiii 
exelodeil  bj  die  lite  ami  power  wfiicii  ii  sUmi^ci  tfian  it 
Here  Christ  is  foirmed  in  die  soixU  erf's  tredi,  licre  die  blidc 
garments  of  inirighteotEaieas*  jem»  of  name's  rij^Tilinnwurnii 
too^  are  pnt  oC  and  di^  wtiite  lameot  p«t  on;  kere  the 
holj  image  »  bron^t  forth  in  die  h^art^  ewea  tibe  image  of 
die  desr  Son,  whxck  partakm  of  die  ditiae  ■■Jaifr  of  die 
Fadier;  hete  dke  aoul  is  new  created  in  Cliriat  Jesos.,  bere 
IS  DO  deceit  in  anj  kind  met  witiu  bat  onlj  tradi  fiova  God, 
eren  the  tree  lite,  ligbt,  Tirtue,  power,  of  die  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  as  lirioglj  felt  in  the  heart,  and  as  efibctnaDjropeiat- 
ing  tbere,  as  ever  the  power  o€  an  did.  Oh  that  thou 
mightst  duly  didcera  this,  and  feel  this  to  grow  up  in  thee 
more  and  more,  and  die  to  :dl  noti«>ns;,  even  of  the  heavady 
things  themselTes,  oat  of  this;  that  thy  aoul  may  folly  live 
in  the  life,  Siorit,  and  power  of  the  Lord  Jesns  Christ;  and 
nothing  bnt  his  life,  Spirit,  and  power  may  live  in  thee;  to 
the  glory  of  God  the  Father,  and  to  the  great  joy  and  glad- 
dening of  thy  heart  in  his  presence !  Amen. 

Thy  friend,  in  the  true,  sincere  love  of  the  heavenly,  ever- 
lasting seed. 

LP, 

18th  of  Twelfth  Month,  16T& 

To  THE  Lady  Conway. 

Dbab  Paimn), 

In  tender  love,  and  in  a  sense  of  thy  sore  afflictions  and 
exercises,  I  do  most  dearly  salute  thee;  desiring  for  thee, 
that  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  thy  heart  may  not  be  inter- 
rapted  by  any  devices  of  the  enemy ;  but  that  it  may  go  on 
and  prosper  in  thee,  in  the  springing  up  of  the  pure  seed  of 
life  in  thy  heart,  and  in  the  powerful  overturning,  by  the 
mighty  arm  of  the  Lord,  of  all  that  is  contrary  thereto  in 
thee.  Oh  that  thou  mayst  daily  feel  that  holy  birth  of  life, 
which  is  begotten  by  the  Father,  and  lives  by  fidth  in  him ! 
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I  say,  oh  that  thou  mayst  daily  feel  it  living  in  thee,  when 
temptations  and  trials  on  every  hand  increase— feel  the 
birth  of  life,  which  will  cry  to  the  Father,  "Lord,  increase 
myfeithr 

Though  sorrows,  heaviness,  and  faintings  of  heart  ever  so 
much  increase;  yet,  if  thy  faith  increase  also,  it  will  bear 
thee  up  in  the  midst  of  them.  I  would  fein  have  it  go  well 
with  thee,  and  that  thou  mightst  not  want  the  Reprover, 
in  any  thing  that  is  to  be  reproved  in  thee;  nor  the  Com- 
forter, in  any  respect  wherein  thy  soul  wants  comfort ;  nor 
the  holy  Counsellor  and  Adviser,  in  any  strait  or  difficulty 
which  the  wise  and  tender  God  orders  to  befall  thee. 

Ah !  that  thou  mightst  come  to  feel  the  daily  wasting  of 
sin  and  death,  and  the  daily  springing  of  life  and  holiness  in 
thy  heart.  The  pearl  is  worth  thousands  of  worlds,  with 
the  greatest  earthly  glory  and  pleasure  imaginable.  Oh 
that  thou  mayst  be  taught  of  God  to  discern  it  more  and 
more,  and  to  buy  it,  and  to  come  into  the  enjoyment  and 
possession  of  it !  The  Lord  manifest  Zion  more  and  more  to 
thee,  and  show  thee  the  glory  of  it,  and  set  thy  feet  towards 
it;  and  put  into  thy  heart  to  seek  of  him  the  way  to  it,  re- 
newing thee  more  and  more  in  the  spirit  of  thy  mind,  where- 
by the  way  comes  clearly  to  be  discerned,  and  faithfully 
walked  in ;  that  thou  mayst  witness,  daily,  the  everlasting 
covenant  of  life  and  peace,  even  the  sure  mercies  of  David. 

The  desire  of  my  soul  is,  that  thy  afflictions,  which  how 
grievous  soever,  yet  are  but  momentary,  may  fit  thee  for, 
and  work  out,  an  eternal  weight  of  glory,  ft)r  thy  soul  to  in- 
herit in  another  world,  for  ever. 

I  remain  a  sympathizer  with  thee  in  thy  sufferings;  who 
desire  all  the  advantage  and  blessings  from  the  God  of  my 
life  may  come  to  thee,  which  hardships,  temptations,  and 
trials  prepare  the  heart  and  make  way  for. 

L  P. 

14Ui  of  12th  Month,  167a  * 
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"^  »iA«i  i-ij.»t  A.-*-  -TT-r  :x  'i-e  'jces^rins,  thi*  aroee  in  me 
i.ir*.  If  "*:»*  Za.  ~L  JL  i: J  »A'Ti:L^  uj-»ii  Linu  to  search 
^  "r-"  "I-  '  i'  ir^  i^i  L  ■»  1  -*w  -l-il  '  ".tAmc  to  frhow  thee  anv 
:i^  iiT!  r^  iiirr-  ^  :  1^     i  •ll>  :v:i:_^-1  on  luv  heart  to  thee: 

!•  c  J  •  »ii  :x  ir  *  ~  •  ::.  I-  i.  re  tL«^  •:::«  hand,  or  excUfi^iDg 
•II  -m-t  -ri-tr  '.a  -•: .  '"•:•  -rLJt  l-  wz^  li^ueath  thv;jelt  retir- 
:  "ii-^iifr-  T 1.'  -r  -!_-  .1  i.^-^  rc^^^iTtr  from  the  Lord  true 
,r:i— ir  ••  .i-  -.-:     r  -*-  ^  i  ^^:  «t2v  2:tli  against  it.    And 

V  "ii.-w  . L  * .*  -  -  :  '-•rHcL .^;  that  ihou  iiiQst  be wcalc- 
i-i  •_'  t:*^  L:-*L  i-.l  "t  -•r'l.r^Tcii  il  t^r  with  thy  weak  and 
^r--?^i  r---icr.  1:  i'  1  -^ :  -M^  rncviTe  merey  and  strength 
^  i.  n^    A:  i  -^t  i^  .  r^:  tl-:--  art  we^eoed  and  distressed, 

1^'.^  *-•:.!  i-r  f~-i  :.r.  ar.  I  rLe  more  abandantlj  shalt 
•I  ^u^-^a.vs  .'i  1  -  i_rr.T  a.Li  ^^iwiirth;  waiting  upon  him 
-j;..t  3.:-.  v.  .^:  -••-  :^*ic:L:.  and  nes^iirTied  :?}iirit,  which  he 
„  T-c  fL-  :.  T-  -^  :1  J  l:.::iI  ::.:o:  thaUin  the  issue  of  aU^ 
I  :l..j  -  :-<  T^u  :'  ;  ,  .-:  fr:::rsof  riAteouriuessaud  heav- 
-  T*-ti.v»c  fr  :«  1'^  1j^  L     Amrn,  so  be  it  from  the  Lord  to 


I  luiv^  evrr  hs'l  a  I  >re  to  thee,  and  hare  many  times  been 
t'.vd  m::I.  rti-Tutit  do:>:r\-s  for  thee;  that  thou  mayst  know 
the  Lord  in  hi?  own  |-Tine  teachingrf^  and  travel  into  and 
limvr.  in  tlie  t'»;':-oss  i»f  ti.e  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son;  and 
that  tl»u  mayst  l»o  bk-tf^sed  with  spiritoal  blessings  in  heav- 
en ly  plaivt?  in  Christ. 

In  onlor  to  arrive  here,  thou  must  wait  to  know  God  and 
Christ,  in  the  mystery  of  their  Spirit,  life,  and  power;  and 
by  tliat  Spirit  life,  and  iH>wer,  find  the  secrets  of  the  mys- 
tery of  darkue^  searehed  and  pui^ged  out,  and  the  mystery 
of  godliness  opened  and  e^^tablished  in  thy  heart,  in  the 
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room  thereof; — Christ  formed  inwardly;  the  soul  formed, 
yea,  and  created  inwardly  anew  in  him ;  a  real  transplant- 
ing into  his  death,  and  a  real  feeling  of  his  springing  and 
rising  life;  and  an  experience  of  the  sweetness,  safety,  and 
virtue  of  his  rising  life;  and  daily  to  he  sensible,  what  it  is 
to  lie  down  in  the  holy,  quickening  power,  and  to  rise  again 
in  the  risings  of  the  life  and  power;  and  so  be  only  what 
thou  art  made  and  preserved  to  be,  in  the  light,  grace,  life, 
virtue,  and  power  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  and  to  feel  him 
remove  any  thing  that  is  unrighteous,  and  clothing  thee 
with  his  pure  life,  Spirit,  and  righteousness. 

Oh !  this  is  indeed  the  pure,  precious,  living  knowledge 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  which  all  the  outwaini  knowledge 
tends  to  lead  to,  and  is  comprehended  and  ended  in.  This 
is  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord, 
which  Paul  was  so  ravished  with,  and  counted  all  things 
but  dross  and  dung  for.  Now,  that  thou  mayst  obtain  this, 
mind  the  inward  appearance,  the  root,  the  fountain,  the 
rock  within,  the  living  stone  within, — its  openings,  its 
springings,  its  administering  life  to  thee;  and  take  heed  of 
running  into  the  outwardness  of  openings  concerning  the 
heavenly  things;  but  keep,  oh  learn  to  keep,  oh  mind  to 
keep,  in  the  inwardness  of  life  within !  This  is  the  everlast- 
ing habitation  of  the  birth  which  is  begotten  and  brought 
forth,  bred  up  and  kept  alive,  alone  by  the  presence,  power, 
and  operation  of  the  living  Spirit;  and  the  Lord  Jesus  is 
that  Spirit,  as  really  as  he  was  man,  even  the  holy,  heav- 
enly, immaculate,  spotless  Lamb  of  God.  And  in  this  state, 
life  reigns  in  the  heart,  and  the  horn  of  the  Holy  One  is  ex- 
alted, the  head  of  the  serpent  crushed,  yea,  Satan  trod  un- 
der foot,  by  the  God  of  peace;  who  would  have  his  children 
dwell  in  the  sweetness  and  fulness  of  the  gospel,  in  the 
peace,  life,  righteousness,  and  joy  of  his  blessed  Spirit  and 
power. 

Oh  I  who  would  not  desire  after  and  wait  for  and  walk 
with  the  Lord,  towards  the  obtaining  and  possessing  of 
these  things?  All  the  promises,  in  Christ,  are  yea  and 
amen.    Inward  victory  is  promised ;   the  inward  presence 
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nation,  muBt  wait  for  the  inward  manifesting  and  revealing 
of  the  grace  and  truth  in  his  heart ;  and  must  receive  it, 
and  be  subject  to  it,  learning  of  the  grace,  to  deny  ungodli- 
ness and  worldly  lusts  in  every  kind;  and  he  must  learn  of 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  to  deny  whatever  is  contrary  to 
the  life,  nature,  and  Spirit  of  Jesus.  He  must  likewise 
learn  of  the  grace  and  truth  to  fear  God ;  to  turn  from  all 
&lse,  invented  worships  and  ways  of  men,  and  to  worship 
God,  the  Father  of  spirits,  in  spirit  and  in  truth :  and  as  he 
learns  and  practises  this,  he  will  also  learn  of  the  grace  and 
truth  to  live  soberly  and  righteously  in  this  present  world, 
yea,  and  godlily  also,  even  as  the  holy  God  would  have  him ; 
tor  God  would  have  men  live  no  otherwise,  than  as  his  grace 
and  truth  teaches  them.  Xow  God's  grace  and  truth,  and 
the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus,  which  is  written 
in  the  inward  parts,  do  not  only  teach  that  which  is  good, 
and  to  deny  and  depart  from  that  which  is  evil,  but  give 
ability  so  to  do.  "  ^fy  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee,"  said  Goil 
to  Paul.  And  the  truth  of  Jesus,  revealed  inwardly,  hath 
virtue  and  power  in  it;  insomuch  that  they  who  receive  the 
grace  and  truth  which  comes  by  Jesus  Christ,  receive  power 
to  become  sons  to  God.  For  the  grace,  the  trutli,  is  not  a 
notional  thing,  but  hath  the  virtue  and  power  of  life,  and 
mortitication  in  it;  and  they  that  truly  receive  it,  partake 
of  its  virtue  and  power  in  operation  -and  exercise  of  it  in 
their  hearts,  and  are  thereby  really  made  dead  unto  sin,  and 
alive  unto  God. 

So  then,  he  that  knows  the  grace  and  truth  which  comes 
by  Jesus  Christ,  receives  it,  learns  of  it,  is  subject  to  it,  and 
partiikes  of  its  virtue  and  power,  he  knows  Christ  unto  sal- 
vation ;  but  he  that  knows  not,  receives  not,  is  not  subject 
to  the  grace,  doth  not  experience  the  sufficiency  of  the 
grace,  nor  witness  ability  and  power  through  it  to  become  a 
son  to  God,  and  to  do  the  will  of  God, — ^he  doth  not  j-et  at 
all  know  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  unto  the  salvation  of  his 
soul,  notwithstanding  whatsoever  ho  may  profess  or  believe 
concerning  him. 

I.  P. 

Astrop,  2Sth  of  Sixth  Month,  1078. 
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To  THE  Women  Friends  that  meet  at  Armscot  in 
Worcestershire. 

Dear  Friends, 

In  your  meetings  together  to  do  service  for  the  Lord,  be 
every  one  of  you  very  careful  and  diligent  in  watching  to 
his  power,  that  ye  may  h^ive  the  sensible,  living  feeling  of 
it,  each  of  you  in  your  own  hearts,  and  in  the  hearts  one  of 
another;  and  that  ye  may  keep  within  the  limits  of  it,  and 
not  think,  or  speak,  or  act  beyond  it.  And  know,  oh !  wait 
more  and  more  to  know,  how  to  keep  thai  silence,  which  is 
of  the  power;  that  in  every  one  of  you,  what  the  power 
would  have  silent,  may  be  silent.  Oh !  take  heed  of  the 
forwardness  of  the  flesh,  the  wisdom  of  the  flesh,  the  will  of 
the  flesh,  the  talkativeness  of  the  flesh;  keep  them  back, 
oh!  let  them  forever  be  kept  back  in  every  one  of  you,  by 
the  presence  and  virtue  of  the  power. 

The  power  is  the  authority  and  blessing  of  your  meetings, 
and  therein  lies  j^our  ability  to  perform  what  God  requires; 
be  sure  ye  have  it  with  you.  Keep  back  to  the  life,  keep 
low  in  the  holy  fear,  and  ye  shall  not  miss  of  it.  You  will 
find  it  easy  to  transgress,  easy  to  set  up  self,  easy  to  run  in- 
to sudden  apprehensions  about  things,  and  one  to  be  of  this 
mind  and  another  of  that ;  but  feel  the  power  to  keep  down 
all  this,  and  to  keep  you  out  of  all  this ;  every  one  watching 
to  the  life,  when  and  where  it  will  arise  to  help  you,  and 
that  ye  may  be  sensible  of  it  when  it  doth  arise,  and  not  in 
a  wrong  wisdom  oppose  it,  but  be  one  with  it.  And  thus, 
if  any  thing  should  arise  from  the  wrong  wisdom  in  any,  ye 
may  be  sensible  of  it,  not  defiled  or  entangled  with  it,  but 
abiding  in  that  which  sees  through  it  and  judges  it;  that  so, 
life  may  reign  in  your  hearts  and  in  your  meetings,  above 
that  which  will  be  forward,  and  perking  over  the  life,  if  ye 
be  not  very  watchful. 

So  the  Lord  God  of  my  life  be  with  you,  and  season  your 
hearts  with  his  grace  and  truth,  and  daily  keep  you  in  the 
savor  thereof;  that  ye  may  be  blessed  by  him,  and  a  bless- 
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more  and  more  enclosed,  watered,  dresBed,  and  delighted 
in  by  him. 

This  is  a  salutation  of  love  firom  thj  Mend  in  the  tnilh, 
which  lives  and  changes  not. 

L  P. 

27th  of  Twelfth  Month,  1678. 


To  M.  HlORNS. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  received  two  letters  from  thee  lately,  whereby  the  sense 
is  revived  in  me  of  thy  great  love  to  me,  and  the  Lord's 
great  goodness  to  thee,  in  administering  that  which  rejoic- 
eth  and  refresheth  thee. 

Now,  this  advice  ariseth  in  my  heart.  Oh !  keep  cool 
and  low  before  the  Lord,  that  the  seed,  the  pure,  living 
seed,  may  spring  more  and  more  in  thee,  and  thy  heart  be 
united  more  and  more  to  the  Lord  therein.  Coolness  of 
spirit  is  a  precious  frame ;  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  most 
shines  therein^  in  its  own  lustre  and  brightness ;  and  when 
the  soul  is  low  before  the  Lord,  it  is  still  near  the  seed,  and' 
preciously  (in  its  life)  one  with  the  seed.  And  when  the 
seed  riseth,  thou  shalt  have  liberty  in  the  Lord  to  rise  with 
it;  only  take  heed  of  that  part  which  will  be  outrunning  it, 
and  getting  above  it,  and  so,  not  ready  to  descend  again, 
and  keep  low  in  the  deeps  with  it. 

O  my  friend !  I  have  a  sense,  that  this  hath  been  the  error 
of  tl^at  people  that  thou  hast  formerly  walked  with :  and 
I  observe  in  thy  spirit  yet  a  liability  thereto ;  which  the 
Lord  give  thee  to  watch  against,  that  thou  mayst  come  to  & 
pure  obsei'vation  and  discerning  of  the  everlasting,  un- 
changeable seed  in  thy  own  heart,  and  maj-st  daily  feel  thy 
mind  bowed  down  and  worship  in  it,  become  wholly  leav- 
ened into  it,  and  perfectly  changed  and  preser\'ed  by  it. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

We  are  here  but  awhile  in  this  world,  for  the  Lord  to 


ISAAC  PEKINOTO^.  Cj(9 

make  use  of  ns,  aud  serv^  himself  by  us ;  and  so,  by  his  or- 
dering of  as,  to  fit  us  for  the  crown  of  glory,  which  he  will 
give  «s  fully  to  wear  in  the  other  world.  Now,  feel  the 
child's  nature,  which  chooseth  nothing,  but  desires  the  ful- 
filling of  the  Father's  will  in  it.  I  cannot  desire  to  enjoy 
any  thing  (saith  the  nature  of  the  true  birth),  but  as  the  Fa- 
ther, of  himself,  pleaseth  to  give  me  to  enjoy.  There  is  a 
time  to  want,  as  well  as  to  abound,  while  we  are  in  this 
world.  And  the  times  of  wanting,  as  well  as  abounding, 
are  greatly  advantageous  to  us.  How  should  fiiith,  love, 
patience,  meekness,  and  the  excellency  and  sufiiciency  of 
God's  grace  shine,  but  by,  in,  and  through  the  many  exer- 
cises and  varieties  of  conditions,  wherewith  the  Lord  visit- 
eth  his  ?  Yea,  the  greatest  in  the  life,  power,  and  glory  of 
the  Lord,  have  the  greatest  trials  and  exercises,  which  is  to 
their  advantage,  as  also  for  the  good  and  benefit  of  others, 
and  to  the  great  honor  and  glory  of  the  Lord.  Oh  !  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  conditions,  take  heed  of  a  will,  take  heed 
of  a  wisdom,  above  the  seed's  will,  and  above  the  seed's 
wisdom. 

Let  the  Lord  alone  be  all  in  thee,  and  make  thee  every 
day  what  he  pleaseth ;  and,  in  due  time,  thou  shalt  know  a 
life, — even  the  seed's  life,  the  Son's  life, — whom  all  of  the 
angels  are  to  worship, — and  the  mystery  of  whose  life  the 
angels  desire  to  look  into,  as  it  is  revealed  and  brought 
forth  !  So,  be  still  and  quiet,  and  silent  before  the  Lord ; 
not  putting  up  any  request  to  the  FatKer,  nor  cherishing 
any  desire  in  thee,  but  in  the  seed's  lowly  nature  and  purely 
springing  life ;  and  the  Lord  give  thee  the  clear  discerning, 
in  the  lowly  seed,  of  all  that  springs  and  arises  in  thy  heart. 

Thou  didst  read  precious  things  of  the  seed  when  thou 
wast  here,  written  outwardly;  oh  that  thou  mightst  read 
the  same  things,  written  inwardly  in  thy  own  heart;  which 
that  thou  mayst  do,  become  as  a  weaned  child,  not  exercis- 
ing thyself  in  things  too  high  or  too  wonderfiil  for  thee. 
Every  secret  thing,  every  spiritiial  mystery,  but  what  God 
opens  to  thee,  is  too  high  and  wonderful  for  thee.  And  if 
the  Lord  at  any  time  open  to  thee  deep  mysteries,  fear  be- 
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fiKe  the  Lord;  and  go  no  foitker  into  them  than  the  Lwd 
leadft  thee.  The  etror  is  etili  in  the  comprehoiding,  know- 
ing mind,  hot  nerer  in  the  lowly,  wdghfy  aeed  of  life;— 
whither  tiie  Lofd  God  of  my  life  more  and  more  lead  thee, 
and  Gonneel  thee  to  take  np  thy  dwelling  place  there,  daily 
instmcting  thee  so  to  do.  For  the  greatest,  as  well  as  the 
least,  mast  he  daily  taught  of  the  Lord,  hoth  in  ascending 
and  descending,  or  they  will  miss  their  way ;  yea,  they 
most  he  daily  taogfat  of  him  to  be  silent  before  him,  and 
know  [what  it  is]  to  be  still  m  Atm,  or  they  will  be  apt  to 
miss  in  either. 

This  from  thy  friend. 


L  P. 


AmenhAm,  Woodf  ide,  4ih  of  FifUi  Month,  1679. 


To  Sarah  Eloab. 


The  child  which  the  Lord  hath  taken  from  thee  was  his 
own.  lie  hath  done  thee  no  wrong,  in  calling  it  from  thee. 
Take  heed  of  murmuring,  take  heed  of  discontent,  take 
heed  of  any  grief^  but  what  truth  allows  thee.  Thou  hast 
yet  one  child  left.  The  Lord  may  call  for  that  too,  if  he 
please ;  or  he  may  continue  and  bless  it  to  thee.  Oh,  mind 
a  right  frame  of  Spirit  towards  the  Lord,  in  this  thy  great 
affliction !  If  thou  mind  God's  truth  in  thy  heart,  and  wait 
to  feel  the  seasoning  thereof,  that  will  bring  thee  into,  and 
preserve  thee  in  a  right  frame  of  spirit  The  Lord  will  not 
condemn  thy  love  and  tenderness  to  thy  child,  or  thy  tender 
remembrance  of  him ;  but  still,  in  it  be  subject  to  the  Lord, 
and  let  his  will  and  disposal  be  bowed  unto  by  thee,  and 
not  the  will  of  thy  nature  set  above  it.  Retire  out  of  the 
natural,  into  the  spiritual,  where  thou  mayst  feel  the  Lord 
thy  portion  ;  so  that  now,  in  the  needful  time,  thou  mayest 
day  by  day  receive  and  enjoy  satisfiu^tion  therein.  Oh,  wait 
to  feel  the  Lord  making  thy  heart  what  he  would  have  it  to 
be,  in  this  thy  deep  and  sore  affliction ! 

L  P. 

Kunnington,  Sixth  Month,  1679. 
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Now,  let  the  world  see  how  thou  prizest  the  truth,  and 
what  truth  can  do  for  thee.  Feed  on  it ;  do  not  feed  on  thy 
affliction ;  and  the  life  of  truth  will  arise  in  thee,  and  raise 
thee  up  over  it,  to  the  honor  of  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and 
to  the  comfort  of  thy  own  soul. 


To  William  Rolls.     . 

Friend, 

David  saw  through  the  sacrifices  and  burnt  offerings  in 
his  time;  and  the  spiritual  eye  sees  through  all  shadows  to 
the  substance,  which  have  no  place  in  the  brightness  of  the 
day  of  God :  and  out\f  ard  washing  is  no  more  than  outward 
circumcision, — no  more  of  a  gospel  nature, — nor  can  avail 
any  more,  but  is  of  the  nature  of  the  things  that  were  to  be 
shaken  and  pass  away ;  that  the  spiritual  kingdom  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  things  which  cannot  be  shaken 
might  remain. 

I  could  say  very  much  to  every  passage  of  thy  letter;  but 
to  what  purpose  would  it  be?  The  Lord  give  thee  a  sense, 
where  the  true  understanding  is  given,  and  teach  thee  aright 
to  wait  for  it;  that  thou  mayst  receive  it  from  him,  and 
thereby  discern  the  nature  of  that  wisdom,  from  which  God 
hath  hid  the  mystery  in  all  ages  and  generations,  and  from 
which  he  hides  it  still ;  that  so  thou  mayest  experimentally 
know  what  it  is  to  become  a  fool  in  thyself  for  Christ's  sake, 
that  thou  mayst  be  wise  in  him ;  concerning  which,  it  is 
easy  to  have  many  notions  in  the  mind,  but  hard  to  come 
to  the  true  experience  of. 

These  are  the  breathings  of  my  heart  for  thee,  in  the  flow- 
ings  of  my  love ;  who  desire  that  thou  mayst  not  seek  after 
the  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  in  that  which  cannot  un- 
derstand them ;  but  mayst  meet  with  the  right  key,  and  the 
right  understanding,  wherein  thy  soul  will  be  safe  and 
happy;  which  is  my  heart's  desire  for  thee,  who  am  a  real 
friend  and  well-wisher  to  thy  soul  in  the  Lord. 

L  P. 
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To  THB  PooB  AMONG  Fribnm,  who  are  relieved  by  tbe  chii^ 
ity  and  bowels  of  lovei  which  God  opens  in  other  Friends 
towards  them. 

O  Fribnds, 

Ye  onght  deeply  and  often  to  consider  of  God's  visiting 
you  with  his  precious  truth,  whereto  being  faithful,  ye  are 
sure  to  be  happy  for  ever ;  how  hard  soever  it  should  go 
with  you,  and  how  strait  soever  your  condition  should  be, 
in  reference  to  the  things  of  this  world. 

But  ye  have  not  only  this  assurance  and  benefit  by  the 
truth,  but  ye  are  also  come  to  partake  of  a  better  provision, 
as  to  your  necessities  outwardly,  than  other  poor  meet  with. 
For  God  himself  takes  care  of  you,  in  drawing  the  hearts  of 
bis  children  to  consider  of  your  wants,  and  make  supply 
unto  you ;  so  that  many  of  you  are  so  provided  for,  as  ye 
had  never  like  to  have  been  while  in  this  world,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  interest  God  gives  you  in  the  hearts  of  others, 
through  and  because  of  his  truth.  Surely  this  should  not 
be  forgotten  by  you,  but  daily  acknowledged  to  the  Lord, 
in  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  those  things,  which  ye  ought 
to  receive  as  from  his  hand,  through  those  who  minister  to 
you  in  his  name,  and  for  his  sake. 

And  take  heed  of  murmuring,  if  the  supply  answer  not 
any  of  your  expectations;  for  if  we  wait  upon  the  Lord,  to 
be  ordered  and  guided  by  him  in  this  matter,  and  answer- 
ably  witness  his  presence  with  us,  and  holy  wisdom  order- 
ing us  in  these  aflairs;  your  murmuriugs  are  not  against  us, 
but  against  the  Lord.  And  if  ye  watch  narrowly  over  your- 
selves, ye  will  find  it  is  the  unsubdued  part,  which  is  apt  to 
be  repining  and  murmuring;  but  that  which  is  of  the  Lord, 
and  eyes  him,  is  that  which  is  sensible  of  his  goodness,  and 
thankful  to  him  for  it.  But  if  there  be  judged  to  be  any 
neglect  towards  any,  or  any  just  cause  of  complaint;  let  it, 
in  tenderness,  meekness,  and  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  be  laid 
before  us ;  and  we  will  wait  upon  him  to  give  it  a  due  and 
full  consideration,  and  do  therein  as  the  Lord  shall  open 
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and  guide  our  hearts.  For  great  exercifles  of  spirit  do  we 
iDMt  with  in  these  affairs,  and  great  are  our  cries  of  spirit 
to  the  Lord,  to  guide  and  order  us  according  to  his  will  and 
holy  counsel  therein. 

iAnd  dear  Friends,  wait  to  feel  that  which  stays  your 
minds  on  the  Lord,  and  keeps  your  eye  towards  him ;  and 
take  heed  of  judging  us  in  things,  wherein  we  truly  desire 
to  act  singly  towards  the  Lord,  and  of  which  we  must  give 
an  account  to  him;  and  if  ye  in  any  thing  judge  us,  where- 
in our  God  justifies  us,  certainly  the  Lord  will  therein  con- 
demn you.    Therefore  be  wary  and  watchful  in  this  matter. 

L  P. 


To  Sarah  Bond. 

Deab  Sarah, 

I  have  had  many  thoughts  of  thee  in  this  my  imprison- 
ment; wherein  I  have  seen  in  spirit  thy  error  and  miscar- 
riage, and  a  hope  and  expectation  in  thy  heart  which  will 
deceive  thee. 

Oh,  how  much  precious  time  hast  thou  lost!  wherein 
thou  mightst  have  been  travelling  far  on  thy  journey,  while 
thou  art  disputing  in  thy  mind,  and  wandering  in  the  de- 
ceitful reasonings  of  thy  heart  And  indeed,  it  must  not  be, 
it  must  not  be  as  thou  imaginest;  but  thou  must  begin  low, 
and  be  glad  of  a  little  light  to  travel  with  out  of  the  earthly 
nature,  and  be  &ithful  thereunto;  and  in  foithfulness  ex- 
pect additions  of  light,  and  so  much  power  as  may  help  thee 
to  rub  on.  And  though  thou  may  be  long  low,  and  weak, 
and  little,  and  ready  to  perish ;  yet  in  the  humble  and  self- 
denying  state,  the  Father  will  help  thee,  and  cause  his  life 
to  shoot  up  in  thee,  in  the  shooting  up  whereof  will  be  thy 
redemption. 

But,  oh  hasten,  oh  hasten  out  of  the  earthly  nature, 
whilst  thou  hast  time,  or  any  visitations  from  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord !  and  do  not,  in  thy  wisdom,  limit  him,  but  accept 
what  at  present  comes  from  him ;  for  the  flood  is  breaking 
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out,  and  will  swallow  up  and  drown  all  that  are  not  foaod 
in  the  ark.  Oh!  therefore  enter,  ent^  apace;  mind  that 
which  checks  in  thy  heart;  mind  also  that  which  reasons 
against  those  checks,  to  hold  thee  still  in  captivity,  and  to 
keep  thee  from  travelling  out  of  the  earthly  nature,  spirit, 
wisdom,  and  practices;  and  come  out  of  the  spirit  and  way 
of  this  world,  that  thou  mayst  live,  and  not  die.  For  none 
shall  live,  but  those  that  walk  in  the  way  of  life,  and  leave 
the  patlis  and  course  of  the  dead,  in  which  thou  art  yet  en* 
tangled.  Oh  that  thou  mightst  be  loosed,  and  travel  out 
thence,  with  a  little  light  and  a  little  help !  and  not  limit 
the  Holy  One  of  Israel  in  thy  desires  or  expectations,  but 
thankfully  receive  the  smallest  visitation  that  comes  from 
him  to  thy  soul ;  for  there  is  life  and  peace  in  it,  and  death 
and  perplexity  in  turning  from  it.  And  this  will  not  be  thy 
comfort  or  satisfaction  hereafter,  to  have  had  a  day  of  visi- 
tation and  mercy  from  on  high;  but  to  have  received  the 
visitation,  and  to  have  been  turned  in  it,  from  the  darkness 
of  the  earthly  mind  and  nature,  into  the  light  of^  the  living 
and  redeemed  souls, — ^this  will  be  comfortable  indeed! 

And  this  is  my  tender  eouusel  to  thee :  wait  for  and  gasp- 
ingly  receive  the  checks  of  the  Most  High,  and  take  heed  of 
reasoning  against  them ;  but  as  that  (though  in  a  low  and 
mean  and  despicable  way  to  thy  wisdom)  draws  and  leads 
thee  out  of  any  earthly  thought,  word,  custom,  or  practice, 
follow  diligently;  not  reasoning  against  it,  but  waiting  to 
have  thy  reasonings  subdued  to  the  smallest  motions  and 
lowest  guidance  of  life  in  thee.  For  I  know  that  life  is 
near  thee,  even  the  life  that  would  effectually  redeem  thee; 
but  it  is  bowed  down  and  held  captive  under  the  dominion 
of  the  earthly  wisdom ;  and  so  thy  redemption  (which  is  to 
be  wrought  out  by  it)  sticks,  and  will  stick,  until  thy  heart 
be  persuaded  to  join  to  it  and  become  subject,  without  rea- 
soning, without  consulting,  without  disputing.  For  I  cer- 
tainly know  the  light  manifests  in  thee;  but  the  darkness 
puts  off  the  present  manifestation  of  the  light,  and  expects 
another;  and  this  is  in  the  will  of  the  flesh,  which  the  Fa- 
ther will  not  answer;  and  in  this  will  and  expectation  thou 


ISAAO  FBNINGTON.  585 

wilt  perish;  but  thy  help,  life,  and  salvation  are  in  being 
subject  to  the  present  manifestation  of  light,  parting  with 
and  departing  from  what  thou  abeady  knowest  to  be  of  the 
earth,  and  not  of  God. 

And  in  thus  doing,  more  will  be  made  manifest  in  the 
Lord's  season,  and  power  given  to  become  a  child,  after 
some  belief  in  the  Father,  and  some  entrance  into  the  child- 
like nature;  but  the  will  and' expectation  of  the  flesh  in 
thee  shall  never  be  answered: — ^it  hath  been  long  written 
in  my  heart  concerning  thee,  but  I  dare  never  utter  it  to 
thee.  Oh  that  it  may  be  now  uttered,  to  the  melting  and 
advantage  of  thy  heart!  for,  indeed,  I  love  thee,  and  have 
travailed  for  thee,  and  desire  the  salvation  of  thy  soul,  as  of 
my  own.  Oh  that  thou  mayst  be  led  out  of  that  wisdom 
which  destroys,  into  that  which  saves !  and  mayst  there,  in 
humility  of  heart,  receive  instruction  daily,  according  to  thy 
need.  But  indeed,  of  a  truth,  thou  must  come  into  and 
come  under  that  which  crucifies  thy  nature  and  wisdom; 
and  there  (in  the  seasons  of  God's  wisdom,  who  answers  the 
desires  of  his  own  Spirit  in  the  heart,  but  regards  not  the 
flesh)  mayst  thou  meet  with  life  and  power,  but  no  where 
else. 

I  am  thy  friend,  and  a  dear  lover  of  that  in  thee  which 
desires  the  Lord;  and  oh  that  that  might  come  up  in  thee, 
and  be  severed  from  the  earthy  that  thy  soul  may  live ! 

L  P. 


For  my  deak  Friends  in  the  Truth  at  Lewes. 

The  God  of  truth  plants  his  truth  in  the  hearts  of  people, 
that  it  might  grow  there,  and  bring  forth  fruit  to  him.  O 
my  dear  friends!  feel  it  grow  in  every  one  of  your  hearts, 
and  bringing  forth  the  proper  fruits  of  its  growth  to  the 
Lord. 

Mind  what  ariseth  from  the  truth,  what  truth  brings 
forth,  and  wait  for  and  receive  your  nourishment  from  the 
Lord,  that  it  may  be  brought  forth  in  you.    And  that  which 
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the  Lord  hath  made  harren  (in  you,  who  have  experienced 
his  righteous  judgments),  let  it  he  kept  so,  hy  the  same 
power  which  made  it  harren,  that  no  more  fruit  may  be 
brought  forth  to  sin  and  unrighteousness,  by  any  of  yoo. 
Then  shall  ye  live  the  life  of  truth,  and  no  life  but  the  life 
of  truth,  and  dwell  and  walk  in  the  truth,  than  which  there 
is  no  greater  joy,  delight,  or  peace  to  be  desired  or  enjoyed. 

0  my  dear  friends!  know  and  every  day  experience 
Enoch's  life, — a  being  translated  out  of  the  kingdom  of 
darkness,  into  the  kingdom  of  the  dear  Son,  and  of  walk- 
ing with  the  Sou  in  his  kingdom ;  then  ye  will  walk  with 
the  Father  also,  and  know  the  heavenly  paths  of  life,  joy, 
righteousness,  and  peace  in  the  pure  light  of  life,  which  is 
no  less  than  a  paradise  to  the  renewed  soul. 

1  would  fain  have  seen  you  together,  had  the  Lord  made 
way;  but  let  me  feel  you  in  the  hidden  life,  and  meet  you 
at  my  Father's  throne,  where  let  us  beg  of  our  God,  what 
our  souls  and  his  whole  flock  stand  in  need  of^  praying  for 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  Jerusalem,  unto  the  Ood  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  hears  our  prayers; 
that  we  may  daily  see  and  feel  the  going  on  of  the  work  of 
our  God,  in  our  hearts,  and  in  the  kingdoms  of  the  world 
(which  must  become  the  Lord's  and  his  Christ's),  and  may 
bless  and  magnify  his  name,  who  hath  power  over  all,  and 
ordere  all  for  good  to  his  chosen  heritage. 

This  is  the  salutation  of  my  love  to  you,  which  lay  so  up- 
on me,  that  I  could  not  pass  it  by,  who  am  your  friend,  in 
the  everlasting,  unchangeable  truth  of  our  blessed  God  and 
SaNdour. 

L  P. 


To 


Because  my  not  praying  in  my  family,  according  to  the 
custom  of  professors,  seemed  to  be  such  a  great  stumbling- 
block  to  thee,  it  sprang  up  in  my  heart  to  render  thee  this 
account  thereofl 
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I  did  formerly  apply  myself  to  pray  to  the  Lord,  morning 
and  evening  (besides  other  times),  believing  in  my  heart, 
that  it  was  the  will  of  the  Lord  I  should  so  do.  And  this 
was  my  condition  then : — sometimes  I  felt  the  living  spring 
open,  and  the  true  child  breathe  towards  the  Father;  at 
other  times  I  felt  a  deadness,  a  dryness,  a  barrenness,  and 
only  a  speaking  and  striving  of  the  natural  part,  which  I, 
even  then,  felt  was  not  acceptable  to  the  Lord,  nor  did  prof- 
it my  soul;  but  apprehending  it  to  be  a  duty,  I  durst  not 
but  apply  myself  thereto. 

Since  that  time, — since  the  Lord  hath  again  been  pleased 
to  raise  up  what  he  had  formerly  begotten  in  me,  and  be- 
gun to  feed  it,  by  the  pure  giving  forth  of  that  breath  of  life 
which  begat  it  (which  is  the  bread  that  comes  down  from 
heaven  daily  to  it,  as  the  Lord  pleaseth  freely  to  dispense 
it), — the  Lord  hath  shown  me  that  prayer  is  his  gift  to  the 
child  which  he  begets;  and  that  it  stands  not  in  the  will,  or 
time,  or  understanding,  or  affectionate  part  of  the  creature, 
but  in  his  own  begetting,  which  he  first  breathes  upon,  and 
then  it  breathes  again  towards  him ; — ^and  that  he  worketh 
this  at  his  own  pleasure,  and  no  time  can  be  set  him  when  he 
shall  breathe,  or  when  he  shall  not  breathe;  and  that  when 
he  breathes,  then  is  the  time  of  prayer,  then  is  the  time  of 
moving  towards  him,  and  following  him  who  draws.  So 
that  all  my  times,  and  all  my  duties,  and  all  my  graces,  and 
all  my  hopes,  and  all  my  refreshments,  and  all  my  ordi- 
nances, are  in  his  hand,  who  is  the  spring  of  my  life,  and 
conveys,  preserves,  and  increases  life  of  his  own  good  pleas- 
ure. 

I  freely  confess,  all  my  religion  stands  in  waiting  on  the 
Lord,  for  the  riches  of  his  Spirit,  and  in  returning  back  to 
the  Lord  (by  his  own  Spirit,  and  in  the  virtue  of  his  own 
life),  that  which  he  pleaseth  to  bestow  on  me.  And,  I  have 
no  faith,  no  love,  no  hope,  no  peace,  no  joy,  no  ability  to 
any  thing,  no  refreshment  in  any  thing,  but  as  I  find  his  liv- 
ing breath  beginning,  his  living  breath  continuing,  his  liv- 
ing breath  answering,  and  performing  what  it  calls  for.  So 
that  I  am  become  exceeding  poor  and  miserable,  save  in 
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wbat  the  Lord  pleaaetb  to  be  to  me  by  his  own  firee  grace, 
and  for  bis  own  name*8  sake,  and  in  ricb  mercy.  And  if  I 
bave  tasted  any  tbing  of  tbe  Lord'a  goodneaa  sweeter  tban 
ordinary,  my  beart  is  willing,  so  fiir  as  tbe  Lord  pleaseth, 
fiutbfnlly  to  point  any  otbers  to  tbe  same  spring;  and  not 
disconrage  or  witness  against  tbe  least  simplicity,  and  trae 
desire  after  God,  in  tbem.  -Bat  wbere  tbey  bave  lost  the 
tme  living  child,  and  another  thing  is  got  up  in  its  stead 
(which,  though  it  may  bear  its  image  to  the  eye  of  flesh,  yet 
is  not  the  same  thing  in  the  sight  of  God),  and  where  this 
noarisheth  itself  by  praying,  reading,  meditating,  or  any 
other  such  like  thing,  feeding  the  carnal  part  with  such  a 
kind  of  knowledge  from  Scriptures,  as  the  natural  under- 
standing may  gather  and  grow  rich  by;  this,  in  love  and 
fiEiithfulness  to  the  Lord  and  to  souls,  I  cannot  but  testify 
against,  wherever  I  find  it,  as  the  Lord  draweth  forth  my 
spirit  to  bear  its  testimony. 

And  this  I  know,  from  the  Lord,  to  be  the  general  state 
of  professors  at  this  day.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  de- 
parted from  them,  and  they  are  joined  to  another  spirit,  as 
deeply  and  as  generally  as  ever  the  Jews  were;  and  that 
their  prayers  and  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  and  preaching, 
and  duties,  and  ordinances  are  as  loathsome  to  the  soul  of 
the  Lord,  as  ever  the  Jews*  incense  and  sacrifices  were. 
And  this  is  the  word  of  the  Lord  concerning  them.  Ye 
must  come  out  of  your  knowledge,  into  the  feeling  of  an 
inward  principle  of  life, If  ever  ye  be  restored  to  the  true 
unity  with  God,  and  to  the  true  enjoyment  of  him  again. 
Ye  must  come  out  of  the  knowledge  and  wisdom  ye  have 
gathered  from  the  Scriptures,  into  a  feeling  of  the  thing 
there  written  of,  as  it  pleaseth  the  Lord  to  open  and  reveal 
them  in  the  hidden  man  of  the  heart. 

This  is  it,  ye  are  to  wait  for  from  the  Lord ;  and  not  to 
boast  of  your  present  state,  as  if  ye  were  not  backslidden 
from  him,  and  had  not  entered  into  league  with  another 
spirit;  which  keeps  up  the  image  of  what  the  Spirit  of  the 
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Lord  ouoe  formed  in  yoQ,  but  without  the  true,  pure,  freih 
life. 
From  a  &ithfal  friend  and  lover  of  souls. 

L  P. 


To  E.  Terry. 

Fribnd, 

If  the  Lord  hath  extended  &vor  to  thee  and  shown  thee 
mercy,  I  therein  rejoice  on  thy  behalf. 

Thy  desire,  that  what  thou  wrotest  may  be  looked  upon 
as  nothing,  and  that  no  contest  may  be  raised  from  it,  I  am 
content  fully  to  answer  thee  in ;  nor  do  I  desire  to  have  any 
advantage  against  thee,  nor  art  thou  at  all  disparaged  in  my 
thoughts  by  what  thou  hast  written,  but  it  is  in  my  heart  as 
nothing,  and  my  love  flows  to  thee ;  for  I  take  notice  of  thy 
seriousness,  and  what  I  have  unity  with  in  this  letter,  and 
overlook  the  other. 

As  touching  disputes,  indeed,  I  have  no  love  to  them: 
Truth  did  not  enter  my  heart  that  way,  nor  do  I  expect  to 
propagate  it  in  others  that  way ;  yet,  sometimes  a  necessity 
is  laid  upon  me,  for  the  sake  of  others.  And  truly,  when  I 
do  feel  a  necessity,  I  do  it  in  great  fear;  not  trusting  in  my 
spear  or  bow,  I  mean  in  strong  arguments  or  wise  consid- 
erations, which  I  (of  myself)  can  gather  or  comprehend ; 
but  I  look  up  to  the  Lord  for  the  guidance,  help,  and  dem* 
onstration  of  his  Spirit,  that  way  may  be  made  thereby  in 
men's  hearts  for  the  pure  seed  to  be  reached  to,  wherein  the 
true  conviction,  and  thorough  conversion  of  the  soul  to  God 
is  witnessed.  I  had  far  rather  be  feeling  Christ's  life.  Spir- 
it, and  power  in  my  own  heart,  than  disputing  with  others 
about  them. 

Christians  that  truly  fear  the  Lord,  have  a  proportion  of 
the  primitive  Spirit;  and,  if  they  could  learn  to  watch  and 
wait  there,  where  God  works  the  fear,  they  would  daily  re- 
ceive more  and  more  of  it,  and  in  it,  understand  more  and 
more  the  true  intent  and  preciousness  of  the  words  of  the 
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Holy  Scriptares.  He  that  will  tnily  liTe  to  Ood,  must  hear 
wisdom's  voice  within,  at  home,  in  his  own  heart;  and  be 
that  will  have  her  words  made  known,  and  her  spirit  poured 
out  to  him,  must  turn  at  her  reproof.  Prov.  i.  23.  Indeed,  I 
never  knew,  and  am  satisfied  that  none  else  can  know,  the 
preciousness  of  this  lesson,  till  they  are  taught  it  of  the 
Lord. 

There  is  one  thing  more  on  my  heart  to  express,  occa- 
sioned by  thy  last  letter,  which  is  this :  I  have  more  unity 
in  my  heart  and  spirit  before  the  Lord,  with  the  Puritan 
state,  than  with  the  churches  and  gatherings  which  men 
have  built  up  and  run  into  since.  Indeed,  men  have  en- 
larged their  knowledge  and  comprehension  of  things;  but 
that  truth  of  heart,  that  love,  that  tenderness,  that  unity 
upon  truth's  account,  which  was  then  amongst  them,  many 
have  made  shipwreck  of,  and  do  not  now  know  the  state  of 
their  own  souls,  nor  truth  in  the  life  and  power  of  it.  This 
principle  of  life  and  truth  was  near  me,  as  well  as  others; 
yea,  with  me  in  that  day;  but  I  wandered  from  it  into  out* 
ward  knowledge,  aud,  with  great  seriousness,  into  a  way  of 
congregational  worship,  and  thereby  came  to  a  great  loss; 
and  at  length,  for  want  of  the  Lord's  presence,  power,  and 
manifestation  of  hin  love,  was  sick  at  heart.  But  now,  the 
Lord,  in  great  love  and  tender  mercy,  having  brought  nie 
back  to  the  same  principle,  aud  fixed  my  spirit  therein,  I 
discern  the  truth  and  beauty  of  that  former  estate,  with  the 
several  niuning^  out  from  it;  and  find  what  was  true  or 
false  therein,  discovered  to  me  by  the  holy  anointing,  which 
appears  afid  teaches  in  that  principle.  And,  friend,  it  is  not 
a  notion  of  light,  which  niy  hea]*t  is  engaged  to  testify  to; 
but  that  which  enlivens,  that  which  opens,  that  which  gives 
to  see,  that  wherein  the  power  of  life  is  felt.  For  truly,  in 
the  opening  of  my  heart  by  the  pure  power,  was  I  taught  to 
see  and  own  the  principle  and  seed  of  life,  and  to  know  its 
way  of  appearance ;  and  so  can  faithfully  and  certainly  tes- 
tify, that  that  which  is  divine,  spiritual,  and  heavenly,  ii^ 
nearer  man  than  be  is  aware,  as  well  as  that  which  is  earthly 
and  selfish.  « 
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O  friend!  if  thou  canst  not  yet  see  and  own  the  principle 
and  seed  of  Christ's  life  and  Spirit,  nor  discern  his  appear- 
ance therein;  yet  take  heed  of  fighting  against  it;  for,  in- 
deed, if  thou  dost,  thou  fightest  against  no  less  than  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  himself, 

I.  P. 


To  A  NEAR  Relative. 


Dear , 

The  gospel  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvfttion ;  it  is  the 
glad  tidings  of  freedom  from  sin,  of  putting  off  the  body  of 
sin  by  the  circumcision  and  baptism  of  the  Spirit,  of  being 
delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  our  spiritual  enemies,  that  we 
may  serve  God  (without  fear  of  them  any  more),  in  holiness 
and  righteousness  all  the  days  of  our  life. 

The  ministers  of  the  gospel  are  those,  who,  in  the  Spirit 
of  Christ,  by  the  gift  and  inspiration  thereof,  preach  these 
tidings  to  the  poor  and  needy,  to  the  captives,  to  those  that 
groan  under  the  pressure  of  the  body  of  corruption. 

The  gospel,  through  the  great  mercy  of  God,  I  have,  at 
length,  heard  preached  ;  and  I  have  not  heard  Twan,  but  the 
voice  of  my  Beloved;  whose  voice  is  welcome  to  me,  though 
in  the  meanest  boy,  or  most  contemptible  female.  For  in 
Christ,  there  is  neither  male  nor  female;  nor  should  his 
Spirit,  which  is  not  limited  to  males,  be  quenched  in  any. 
And  though  thou,  through  prejudice,  call  this  speaking  of 
the  Spirit  through  servants  and  handmaids,  prating y  yet  the 
Lord  cau  forgive  thee ;  for  surely,  if  thou  knew  what  thou 
didst  herein,  thou  wouldst  not  thus  offend  the  Lord; — ex- 
tolling preaching  by  man's  wisdom,  from  a  minister  made 
by  man,  for  gospel  preaching,  and  condemning  the  preach- 
ing of  persons  sent  by  God,  in  the  immediate  inspiration  of 
his  Spirit.  I  am  confident,  if,  without  prejudice,  and  in  the 
fear  of  God,  thou  didst  once  hear  such,  thou  wouldst  not  be 
able  to  forbear  saying  in  thy  heart.  It  is  the  voice  of  God, 
of  a  truth.  But  that  which  hath  not  the  sheep's  ear  can 
never  own  the  voice  of  the  true  Shepherd. 

Vol.  ni.— 46 
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Ad  for  those  whom  thou  callest  ministers,  if  I  should 
speak,  concerning  them,  the  very  truth  from  the  mouth  of 
of  the  Lord,  thou  couldst  not,  in  that  state  wherein  thou 
standest,  receive  it;  yet  am  I  far  from  accounting  them  the 
offsi\>uroiif  of  ih^  earth ;  for  I  look  upon  them  as  wise  and 
knowing,  and  as  of  great  beauty  in  the  earthly  learning 
and  wisdom;  but  surely,  not  as  having  "the  tongue  of  the 
leanied,"  "  to  speak  a  word  in  season  to  him  that  is  weary ; " 
nay,  they  are  men  unlearned  in  this  kind  of  learning,  and 
such  as  toss  and  tear  and  wrest  the  scripture,  in  their  uncer- 
tain reasoning  and  guessiugs  about  the  sense  of  it,  and  iu 
the  various  doubtful  interpretations  they  give. 

And  whereas  I  am  blamed  for  not  putting  a  difference 
between  the  profane  and  scandalous  ministers,  and  the  rev- 
erend and  godly  sort;  my  answer  is.  They  are  united  in 
one  ministry:  and  the  question  is  not  concerning  the  per- 
sons, but  the  ministry;  in  which  they  are  one, — ^their  call 
one,  their  niaintenanee  one,  their  way  of  worship  and 
preaching  one,  their  standing  and  power  of  government 
one ;  whicli  is  not  by  the  power  and  presence  of  the  Spirit, 
but  by  the  strength  of  the  magistrate.  But  the  true  gospel 
and  ministry  is  spiritual,  and  cannot  stand  nor  be  upheld 
by  that  which  is  cai-nal,  neither  in  its  call,  maintenance, 
government,  or  what  else  belongs  to  it.  When  Christ  came 
in  the  flesh,  the  words  he  pronounced  were  not  so  much 
against  the  profane  and  scandalous  among  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees;  but  against  those  that  appeared  most  strict,  and 
were  accounted  among  the  Jews  the  most  reverend  and 
godly.  And,  were  it  not  for  the  appearance  of  godliness  in 
these  men,  the  persecution  of  the  present  times  had  not 
been  so  hot,  the  good  old  cause  so  lost,  and  the  work  of 
reformation  (inasmuch  as  relates  to  men)  so  overturned  as 

at  this  day.    O !  there  was  once  a  good  thing  in  divers 

of  them,  which  my  soul  would  rejoice  to  see  revived;  but 
as  the  seat  of  government  eat  out  the  good  that  was  in  the 
bishops,  so  gaping  after  the  seat  of  government  hath  sunk 
the  good  thing  in  others  also;  and  made  their  eye  so  dim, 
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that  diey  cannot  see  the  mighty  breakings  forth  of  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  in  hia  people. 

L  P. 


To  Richard  Roberts. 

R.  R. 

Thou  didst  acquaint  me  that  Timothy  Fly,  the  Anabap- 
tist teacher,  did  charge  me  with  denying  Chriat's  humanity, 
and  also  the  blood  of  Christ,  which  was  shed  at  Golgotha, 
without  the  gates  of  Jerusalem;  and  that  I  own  no  other 
Christ  but  what  is  within  men. 

Sure  I  am,  that  neither  T.  Fly,  nor  any  other  man,  did 
ever  hear  me  deny,  that  Christ,  according  to  the  flesh,  was 
born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  or  that  that  was  his  blood,  which 
was  shed  without  the  gates  of  Jerusalem.  And  the  Lord, 
who  knoweth  my  heart,  knoweth,  that  such  a  thing  never 
was  in  my  heart ;  nay,  I  do  greatly  value  that  flesh  and  blood 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  witness  forgiveness  of  sins 
and  redemption  through  it.  Yet,  if  I  should  say,  I  do  not 
know  nor  partake  of  his  flesh  and  blood  in  the  mystery  also, 
I  should  not  be  a  faithful  witness  to  the  Lord.  For  there 
is  the  mystery  of  God  and  of  Christ ;  and  that  is  the  souPs 
food  which  gives  life  to  the  soul,  even  the  living  bread  and 
the  living  water.  For  there  is  living  bread  and  living  water ; 
and  the  flesh  and  blood  in  the  mystery,  on  which  the  soul 
feeds,  is  not  inferior  in  nature  and  virtue  to  the  bread  and 
water.  There  is  a  knowing  Christ  after  the  flesh,  and  there 
is  a  knowing  him  after  the  Spirit,  and  a  feeding  on  his  Spir- 
it and  life;  and  this  doth  not  destroy  hia  appearing  in  flesh, 
or  the  blessed  ends  thereof,  but  confirm  and  fiilfil  them. 

The  owning  of  Christ  being  inwardly  in  his  saints,  doth 
not  deny  hi^ appearing  outwardly  in  the  body  prepared;  un- 
less T.  F.  can  maintain  this,  that  the  same  Christ  that  ap- 
peared outwardly  cannot  appear  inwardly.  "Know  ye  not 
your  own  selves,  how  that  Jesus  Christ  is  in  you,  except  ye 
be  reprobates?"  2  Cor.  xiii.  5.  "And  if  Christ  be  in  you, 
the  body  is  dead  because  of  sin,"&;c.  Rom.  viii.  10.  "Christ 
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in  TOO,  the  hope  of  gloiy."  Col.  L  27.  *' Behold,  I  stand  at 
the  door  and  knock;  if  any  man  hear  my  voice  and  open 
the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him."  Rev.  iii.  20.  "I  will  come 
again/*  saith  Christ:  Ye  are  now  in  pain,  as  a  woman  in 
travail,  full  of  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  my  outward,  hodily 
presence ;  hut  I  will  come  to  you  again  in  spirit;  see  John 
xvi.  and  John  xiv.  17.  "He,"  that  "dwelleth  with  you, 
shall  be  in  you:*'  and  then,  when  the  Bridegroom  is  in- 
wardly and  spiritually  in  you  and  with  you,  "your  heart 
shall  rejoice,  and  your  joy  no  man  taketh  from  you."  John 
xvi.  22.  And  so,  the  apostles  and  primitive  Christians  did 
"rejoice  wnth  joy  unspeakable,  and  full  of  glory,"  1  Peter 
i.  8.  because  of  the  spiritual  appearance  and  presence  of  the 
Bridegroom.  And  yet^  there  is  no  other  bridegroom,  who 
now  appears  in  spirit,  or  spiritually  in  the  hearts  of  his, 
than  He  that  once  appeared  in  the  prepared  body,  and  did 
the  Father's  will  therein. 

I.  P. 


"Addressed  to  the  Independents  at  CANTERBrRT. 

I  HAVE  been  a  seeker  after  God,  and  a  worshipper  of  him 
from  my  childhood,  according  to  the  best  of  my  understand- 
ing; and,  at  last,  sat  down  in  that  way  which  is  called  In- 
dependency, believing  it  to  be  the  way  of  the  gospel,  and 
entering  into  it  with  much  fear  and  seeking  of  God.  In 
which  way,  the  Lord  had  regard  to  the  uprightness  and  ten- 
derness of  heart,  which  he  had  formed  in  me. 

But,  at  length,  the  Lord's  hand  fell  upon  me,  breaking 
me  all  to  pieces  therein,  as  to  my  inward  state;  for  what 
cause,  I  had  then  no  knowledge  at  all  of;  but  mounied  be- 
fore him  unutterably,  night  and  day,  and  lay  panting  and 
languishing  after  him,  who  was  the  only  Befoved  of  my 
soul.  Many  pitied  me,  but  none  could  reach  my  state,  but, 
after  much  serious  discourse  with  me,  greatly  wondered: 
and  some  said,  it  was  a  prerogative  case,  and  would,  ques- 
tionless, end  in  good-will  and  mercy  from  the  Lord  to  me. 
I  parted  from  that-  people  in  great  love  and  tenderness; 
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they  expecting  my  return  to  them  again  (the  love  between 
me  and  them  being  so  exceeding  great,  and  I  having  let  in 
no  prejudice  against  them),  and  I  knowing  nothing  to  the 
contrary. 

But  it  pleased  the  Lord,  after  many  years,  when  ray  hope 
nearly  failed,  to  visit  me  in  a  wonderful  manner,  breaking 
my  heart  in  pieces,  giving  me  to  feel  his  pure,1iving  power, 
and  the  raising  of  his  holy  seed  in  my  heart  thereby ;  inso- 
much, that  I  cried  out  inwardly  before  him,  '*  This  is  He, 
this  is  He  whom  I  have  sought  after,  and  so  much  wanted ! 
this  is  the  pearl,  this  is  the  holy  leaven  !  do  what  thou  wilt 
with  me,  afflict  me  how  thou  wilt,  and  as  long  as  thou 
pleasest,  so  that  at  length  I  may  be  joined  with  this,  and 
become  one  with  this!'*  So  the  eye  of  my  understanding 
was  from  that  day  anointed,  and  I  saw  and  felt  the  pure  life 
of  the  Son  made  manifest  in  me ;  and  the  Father  drew  me 
to  him,  as  to  a  living  stone,  and  hath  built  my  soul  upon 
him,  and  brought  me  to  Mount  Zion,  and  the  holy  city  of 
our  God;  where  the  river  of  life  sends  forth  its  streams, 
which  refresh  and  make  glad  the  holy  city,  and  all  the  tab- 
ernacles that  are  built  on  God's  holy  hill.  And  indeed, 
from  this  holy  hill  and  city,  the  law  and  word  of  life  doth 
issue,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  rock  of  life  hear  it,  and  are 
friends  to  the  Bridegroom,  and  glad  of  the  Bridegroom's 
voice,  and  follow  the  Lamb,  the  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of 
their  souls,  whithereoever  he  leads;  who  leads  them  into 
the  pastures  of  life,  and  folds  of  pure  rest,  and  gives  them 
eternal  life  to  feed  on,  and  his  peace  and  patience  to  possess 
their  souls  in. 

O  ye  Independents!  whom  I  have  loved  above  all  people, 
and  never  had  thoughts  of  rending  from  you,  but  was  forc- 
ibly taken  by  the  hand  of  the  Lord  out  of  your  Society;  yet 
not  without  a  desire  to  return  to  you  again,  -if  the  Lord 
pleased  to  make  any  way  thereto; — I  say,  O  ye  Lidepen- 
dents,  above  all  professions  the  one  most  dearly  beloved  by 
me !  oh  that  ye  could  hear  the  sensible,  experienced  testi- 
mony that  is  on  my  heart  to  you  concerning  my  Beloved, 
concerning  his  appearance,  concerning  his  church,  concern- 
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ing  his  way,  his  tmth,  his  kingdom.  It  is  nigfaer  than  ye 
are  aware,  and  above  all  that  ye  can  comprehend  concern- 
ing  it.  Oh  that  ye  might  inwardly  know  these  things! 
Turn  in,  torn  in:  mind  what  stirs  in  yonr  hearts;  what 
moves  against  sin,  what  moves  towards  sin.  The  one  is  the 
Son's  life,  the  Son's  grace,  the  Son's  Spirit;  the  other  is  the 
spirit  and  natore  which  is  contrary  thereto.  Kye  could  but 
come  to  the  sense  of  this,  and  come  to  a  tnte,  inward  si- 
lence, and  waiting,  and  turning  at  the  reproofs  of  heavenly 
wisdom,  and  know  the  heavenly  drawings  into  that  which 
is  holy  and  living;  ye  woold  soon  find  the  Lord  working  in 
your  hearts,  to  stop  the  issues  of  death,  and  to  open  the  is- 
sues of  life  there ;  and  ye  would  find  yourselves  anointed 
daily  by  the  Lord  (for  there  is  not  a  day  but  we  need  to  see, 
nor  a  day  but  the  Lord  gives  sight),  and  an  understanding 
also  would  be  given  you  to  know  Him  that  is  true,  and  the 
*^  eternal  life,"  1  John  i.  2.  and  an  abiding  in  him  that  is 
true.  And,  abiding  here,  ye  cannot  fail  of  receiving  power 
(from  him  who  ministers  according  to  the  power  of  the  end- 
less life),  not  only  to  overcome  sin  and  your  souls'  enemies, 
but  to  become  sons  to  God,  with  delight  performing  his  will. 
And  that  yoke,  which  yokes  down  and  subdues  sin  in  yon, 
will  be  easy,  yea,  the  ease,  pleasure,  and  joy  of  your  souls. 
The  Lord  open  an  ear  in  you  to  hear  as  the  learned,  that 
ye  may  become  experiencers  and  possessors  of  these  things; 
for,  of  a  truth,  the  Lord  is  arisen  to  shake  terribly  the  earth, 
and  to  build  up  his  Zion,  and  to  give  unto  his  people  ^'a 
peaceable  habitation  and  sure  dwellings  and  quiet  resting- 
places"  upon  Mount  Zion.  Isa.  xxxii.  18. 

L  P. 


To  Francis  Pordaqe. 

Friend, 

There  is  a  mind,  which  can  never  know  nor  receive  the 
things  of  God's  kingdom;  and  yet,  this  mind  is  very  busy 
in  searching  and  inquiring  after  them. 
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The  Scribes  and  Pharisees  were  still  questioning  Christy 
and  desiring  satisfiftction  about  the  kingdom,  and  about  his 
doctrine  and  miracles,  and  the  practice  of  his  disciples,  but 
could  never  receive  satisfaction;  yet,  the  disciples  them- 
selves were  many  times  afraid  to  ask  Christ  questions,  there 
being  a  dread  of  Gk>d  upon  their  spirits,  and  a  limit  to  the 
knowing  and  inquiring  part  in  them;  for  indeed,  the  true 
birth  learns  under  the  yoke. 

This,  therefore,  is  precious;  to  come  to  feel  somewhat  to 
limit  that  mind,  which  is  forward  and  inquisitive  out  of  the 
true  nature  and  sense,  and  to  receive  the  yoke,  and  to  be 
limited  by  it  and  famished ;  for  famine,  not  food  of  life,  is 
appointed  for  that  mind  and  birth.  It  is  written,  "I  will 
destroy  the  wisdom  of  the  wise,  and  bring  to  nothing  the 
understanding  of  the  prudent.'*  Now,  this  is  precious  and 
greatly  needful:  for  a  man  to  know,  and  discern,  and  watch 
against  that  wisdom  and  understanding  in  himself,  which 
God  will  destroy  and  bring  to  nothing;  for,  to  be  sure, 
while  he  is  learning  and  striving  to  know  with  that,  God 
will  never  teach  him,  but  rather  hide  the  mystery  of  life 
and  salvation  from  him.  And  what  is  all  man*s  knowledge 
worth,  that  he  learns  of  himself  without  God's  teaching ;  and 
which  he  receives  into  that  understanding  which  is  to  per- 
ish and  be  destroyed?  In  the  new  understanding,  God  sets 
up  the  true  light;  but  in  the  other  understanding,  are  false 
lights  set  up,  which  do  not  give  a  true  distinction  of  good 
and  evil,  but  they  call  good  evil,  and  evil  good,  and  put 
darkness  for  light,  and  light  for  darkness,  and  cannot  do 
otherwise;  because,  the  light  in  them  is  darkness,  it  not  be- 
ing the  gift  of  grace  whereby  they  see  and  judge,  but  a  light 
of  their  own  forming,  according  to  their  own  comprehen- 
sion of  things,  in  the  dark  and  fallen  understanding. 

Now,  the  Lord  hath  taught  us  the  difierence  between  all 
these  lights,  and  the  light  of  his  grace,  which  purely  teach- 
eth,  livingly  teacheth,  not  in  the  reasonings  of  the  mind, 
but  in  the  evidence  and  demonstration  of  God's  Spirit  in 
the  soul  and  conscience.  When  we  came  to  see  in  this 
light,  we  found,  that  which  we  had  called  good,  according 


5i8  THE  WORKS  OF 

to  our  former  apprehension  of  thinga,  wm  not  80  in  the  trae 
balance;  and  what  we  thought  had  pleased  God,  was  abom- 
inable in  his  eyes.  And  troly,  all  that  are  not  come  to  this 
light,  they  ofter  that  which  is  abominable  to  God,  and  yet 
think  it  pleaseth  him ;  and  what  a  gross  and  dangerous  mis* 
take  is  this!  indeed,  all  are  no  better  than  will-deeds,  which 
are  done  out  of  the  light,  life,  virtue,  and  power  of  God's 
Spirit.  For  the  root  must  be  good,  or  the  fruit  cannot  be 
good.  The  mind  mudt  be  renewed,  or  the  knowledge  is  but 
old.  dead,  literaK  and  fleshly;  such  as  the  fleshly  under- 
standing comprehends  and  receives,  which  can  neither 
know  nor  receive  what  is  spiritual. 

Truly,  the  Lord  hath  led  us  a  great  way  in  our  journey, 
and  done  gn^at  things  inwardly  for  and  in  our  spirits ;  yet, 
if  we  were  not  kept  under  the  joke,  but  that  part  in  us  had 
liberty  to  know,  and-  live,  and  act,  and  worship,  we  should 
yet  perish,  and  be  cut  oft' from  the  land  of  the  living. 

L  P. 

Is   REPLY  TO   AX   ANSWER  OF   I.   H.   TO   SOMEWHAT   WBITTEy 
OX    BEHALF  OF   TRUTH. 

IxDEED,  to  Speak  properly,  the  church  of  the  gos- 


pel, or  new  testament  church,  is  invisible.  The  persons  in 
whom  the  church  is,  are  visible;  yet  the  new  testament 
church  is  not  a  society  of  men,  but  rather  of  the  invisible 
life  in  men.  It  is  a  fellowship  in  the  faith,  in  the  Spirit, 
which  is  the  bond  of  their  unity  and  of  their  peace. 

The  life  is  breathed  invisibly  into  the  hidden  man;  John 
iii.  8.  it  is  there  nourished  and  built  up  invisibly  into  a 
spiritual,  invisible  temple,  house,  or  church;  and  in  thai  is 
the  unity  and  fellowship.  So  that  the  church  is  a  mystery, 
and  the  fellowship  a  mystery,  which  is  hid  from  every  eye 
but  the  eye  of  life ;  and  there  is  no  having  fellowship  one 
with  another,  but  by  coming  to  that,  and  keeping  in  that, 
wherein  is  the  fellowship.  1  John  i,  7.  It  is  of  inward 
Jews  the  church  is  built;  it  is  of  such,  God  seeks  to  frame 
his  new  house  of  worship,  under  the  goapeL  John  iv.  23. 
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Now,  of  Btich  stones  ae  these,  the  Lord  builds  np  a  temple 
for  his  Spirit  to  dwell  in,  a  house  for  his  life  and  presence 
to  manifest  itself  in, — even  a  church  for  the  living  God. 
This  bailding  is  by  the  Spirit,  in  the  Spirit,  and  of  that 
which  is  spiritual ;  this  building  is  one  with  the  foundation, 
and  therefore  is  the  pillar  and  ground  of  Truth,  which  none 
is  but  Christ,  and  that  which  is  married  to  him,  and  so  one 
with  him.  1  Tim.  iii.  15.  Consider  the  place  well,  and  see 
whether  it  relate  to  that  which  thou  callest  the  mv'iSible^  or 
to  that  which  thou  callest  the  visible  church. 

It  is  the  candlestick  in  persons,  that  is  the  church ;  not 
any  outward  meeting  of  persons,  or  joining  together  by 
covenant,  or  receiving  or  practising  of  ordinances,  can  make 
a  church ;  but  the  eternal  life  in  believers,  formed  by  the 
Spirit  into  a  candlestick,  to  hold  the  eternal  lamp  or  light, 
with  the  everlasting  oil  of  salvation.  The  light  thus  shining 
in  this  candlestick,  continually  refreshed  by  this  oil, — here 
is  a  flourishing  temple,  wherever  it  is  found ;  here  is  the 
church  of  the  living  God,  here  is  the  spouse  married  to  the 
Lamb,  her  Husband.  But  grieve  the  Spirit,  quench  the 
Spirit,  despise  the  prophesyings  thereof,  and  light  up  a  can- 
dle of  the  fleshly  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  the  things  of 
God,  instead  of  these,  the  oil  soon  fails;  the  oil  failing,  the 
lamp  goes  out ;  the  lamp,  or  light,  being  gone  out  of  the 
candlestick,  the  Lord  soon  removes  the  candlestick ;  and 
the  candlestick  being  once  removed,  the  very  same  persons 
may  meet  together  otTben,  and  hold  up  the  form, — ^perform- 
ing things  mentioned  in  the  Scriptures  concerning  a  church, 
and  observing  such  things  as  they  may  call  the  institutions 
and  ordinances  thereof, — but  they  are  far  from  continuing 
to  be  a  church.  Take  away  the  faith,  what  is  left  of  a 
Christian  ?  and  take  away  the  candlestick,  what  is  left  of  a 
church? 

It  is  the  Spirit  alone  that  can  square  stones,  and  fit  them 
for  building  a  church  of;  and  he  alone  can  build  them  up 
into  a  house,  when  he  hath  squared  them.  Eph.  ii.  22.  And 
after  he  hath  built,  he  can  pull  down  again,  and  bring  into 
a  wilderness  state;  for  there  is  a  wilderness  state  of  Chris- 
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tianity  m  well  m  a  built  state;  Rev.  xii.  6.  and  as,  in  the 
bailt  state,  it  is  dangerous  to  be  oat  of  the  church,  so,  in  the 
wilderness  state,  it  is  dangerous  remaining  in  that  building 
which  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  hath  forsaken.  Now,  if  the 
Spirit  be  the  builder,  then,  surely,  he  will  take  in  no  stones, 
but  such  as  he  hath  first  squared  and  fitted  for  the  building. 
And  after  the  church  is  built,  it  is  he  alone  who  addeth  to 
the  church;  who  will  be  sure  to  add  none,  but  those  whom 
he  hath  first  converted.  Acta  ii.  47. 

The  church  \a  a  body  gathered  in  the  Spirit,  and  watch- 
ing to  the  Spirit;  who  is  present  there  with  his  pure,  search- 
ing, discerning  eyes;  so  that  nothing  that  is  impure  can  en- 
ter (they  watching  to  the  Spirit,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  gospel),  no,  not  one  counterfeit  Jew,  no,  nor  so  much 
as  one  &lse  apostle,  though  they  clothe  themselves  ever  so 
like  angels  of  light  Rev.  xxii.  But  if  they  be  negligent, 
and  from  off  the  watch,  not  waiting  for  the  guidance  of  the 
Spirit;  then  that  which  is  corrupt  may  creep  in,  and  endan- 
ger the  body.  Jude  4. 


To  Bridget  Atley. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  am  sensible  of  thy  sore  travail  and  deep  distress,  and 
how  hard  it  is  for  thee  to  meet  with  that  which  is  comfort- 
able and  refreshing,  and  how  easily  again  it  is  lost;  and 
whence  it  ariseth,— even  from  the  working  of  the  enemy  in 
a  mystery  of  deceit  in  thy  heart;  wherein  thou  dost  not  per- 
ceive nor  suspect  him,  but  swallowest  down  his  baits,  and 
so  he  smites  thee  with  his  hook,  and  thereby  draws  thee 
back  into  the  region  of  darkness;  and  then,  entereth  that 
part  in  thee  which  is  in  nature  one  with  him,  filling  it  with 
his  wickedness;  and  then,  laying  loads  of  accusations  upon 
thee,  as  if  they  were  true.  These  are  not  strange  things  to 
the  travellers  after  the  Lord,  but  such  as  are  usually  met 
with  in  the  like  cases:  but  if  thy  eye  were  made  single  and 
opened  by  the  Lord,  thou  wouldst  see  those  baits,  and  turn 
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from  that,  which  thou  now  so  readily  swallowest  down ;  and 
80  avoid  the  stroke,  and  keep  thy  station,  in  the  light  and 
mercy  of  the  Lord.  Thou  must  not  look  so  much  at  the 
evil  that  is  nigh,  but  rather  at  that  which  stands  ready  to 
pity  and  help, — and  which  hath  pitied  and  helped  thy  dis- 
tressed soul,  and  will  pity  and  help  it  again.  Why  is  there 
a  mercy-seat,  but  for  the  sinner  to  look  towards  in  time  of 
need? 

Neither  must  thou  hearken  to  the  questionings  of  the  in- 
snaring  questioner:  but  cleave  to  that  which  shuts  them 
out,  keeping  to  the  sense  of  the  love  and  mercy,  when  the 
Lord  is  kind  and  tender  to  thee.  When  the  enemy  entered 
thy  habitation  again,  and  broke  thy  rest,  peace,  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  Lord;  again,  an  earnest  desire  after  cleansing 
arose  in  thee;  not  from  the  life,  but  in  the  evil;  this  was 
also  a  means  to  rob  thee  of  th^t,  which,  in  its  abiding  and 
powerful  operation  cleanseth  the  heart ;  and  here,  thou 
wouldst  be  limiting  the  Lord  in  his  dealings,  who  worketh 
acconling  to  the  counsel  of  his  own  will,  and  visitcth  when 
and  where  he  pleaseth.  And  thus  the  enemy  having  caught 
thee  with  his  mysterious  workings,  he  then  draws  thee  into 
the  pit  of  darkness,  where  the  remembrance  of  life,  and  the 
sense  of  mercy  and  love  vanisheth;  and  there  is  no  help  for 
thee,  by  any  thing  thou  canst  do  or  think.  But  be  patient, 
till  the  Lord's  tender  mercy  and  love  visit  thee  again ;  and 
then,  look  up  to  him  against  this  and  such  like  snares, 
which  would  come  between  thee  and  the  appearance  of  the 
Lord's  love;  that  thou  mayst  feel  more  of  his  abidings  with 
thee,  and  of  the  sweet  effects  thereof.  For,  these  things  are 
not  to  destroy  thee,  but  to  teach  thee  wisdom;  which  the 
Lord  is  able,  through  many  exercises  and  sore  trials,  to  be- 
stow upon  thee ;  which  my  soul  will  exceedingly  rejoice  to 
hear  the  tidings  of;  that  thy  heart  may  be  rid  of  all  that 
burdeneth,  and  filled  with  all  it  rightly  desires  after,  in  the 
proper  season  and  goodness  of  the  Lord ;  to  whose  wise  or- 
dering and  tender  mercy  I  commit  thee,  remaining 

Thy  faithful  friend, 

L  P. 
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To  AWLAITAM  OrIWDBIH* 

Thoo  liMl  nuide  Mtme  profession  of  trath,  and  at  times 
oome  amongst  ns;  but  whether  thoa  hast  been  changed 
thereby,  and  been  &ithfiil  to  the  Lord  in  what  has  been 
made  manifest  to  thee,  belongs  nnto  thee  diligently  to  in- 
quire. There  is  no  safe  dallying  with  truth.  He  that  puts 
his  hand  to  the  plow,  mnst  not  look  back  at  any  thing  of 
this  world ;  but  take  up  the  cross  and  follow  Christ,  in  the 
single-hearted  obedience,  hating  fiither,  mother,  goods, 
lands,  wife,  yea,  all  for  His  sake;  or  he  is  not  worthy  of 
Him.  The  good  hand  of  the  Lord  is  with  his  people,  and 
he  blesseth  them  both  inwardly  and  outwardly;  and  they 
that  8eek  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  the  righteousness 
thereof,  in  the  first  place,  have  other  things  also  added :  but 
they  that  neglect  the  kingdom,  and  are  unfaithful  to  truth, 
seeking  the  world  before  it,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  goes  forth 
against  them,  and  they  many  times,  miss  of  that  also  of  the 
world,  which  they  seek  and  labor  for. 

Tnith  is  honorable.  Oh !  take  heed  of  bringing  a  re- 
proach upon  it,  by  pretending  to  it,  and  yet  not  being  of  it, 
in  the  pure  sense  and  obedience,  which  it  begets  and  brings 
forth  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  the  faithful.  But  if  an}*  be 
careless  and  unfaithful  to  what  they  are  convinced  of,  and  so, 
for  the  present,  bring  a  reproach  upon  God's  truth,  which  is 
altogether  innocent  thereof;  the  Lord,  in  his  due  time,  will 
wipe  oft*  that  reproach  from  his  truth  and  people;  but  the 
sorrow  and  burden  will  light  upon  themselves,  which  will 
be  very  bitter  and  heavy  to  them,  in  the  day  that  the  Lord 
shall  visit  them  with  his  righteous  judgments. 

Oh,  consider  rightly  and  truly!  It  had  been  better  for 
thee,  thou  hadst  never  known  truth,  nor  been  directed  to 
the  principle  and  path  of  righteousness;  than,  iifter  direc- 
tion thereto,  to  turn  from  the  holy  commandments,  and  de- 
ny obedience  to  the  righteous  One.  The  Lord  give  thee 
true  sense  and  repentance,  if  it  be  his  holy  pleasure,  and 
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raise  thee  out  of  this  world's  spirit,  to  live  to  him  in  his  own 
pure  Spirit  It  is  easy  to  profess  and  make  a  show  of  truth, 
but  hard  to  come  into  it.  It  is  very  hard  to  the  earthly 
mind,  to  part  with  that  which  must,  be  parted  with  for  it, 
before  the  soul  can  come  to  possess  and  enjoy  it.  Profes- 
sion of  truth,  without  the  life  and  power,  is  but  a  slippery 
place,  which  men  may  easily  slide  from ;  nay,  indeed,  if  men 
be  not  in  the  life  and  power,  they  can  hardly  be  kept  from 
that  which  will  stain  their  profession.  The  Lord,  who 
searcheth  the  heart,  knows  how  it  is  with  thee :  oh,  con- 
sider thy  ways,  and  fear  before  him,  and  take  heed  of  tak- 
ing his  name  in  vain,  for  he  will  not  hold  such  guiltless ! 

I  am,  in  this,  faithful  and  friendly  to  thy  soul,  desiring  its 
eternal  welfare,  and*  that  it  may  not  for  ever  perish  from  the 
presence  and  power  of  the  Lord. 

I.  P. 


To 


Friend, 

God  breathed  into  man  the  breath  of  life,  and  man  there- 
by became  a  living  soul  to  God,  to  whom  by  transgression 
he  died.  But  Christ  (who  was  before  Abraham,  and,  in 
due  time,  took  up  that  body  prepared  by  the  Father)  is  the 
resurrection  and  the  life,  who,  from  the  Father,  breathes  life 
into  man  again,  and  so  he  comes  to  live  again.  And  man, 
being  quickened  by  Christ,  is  to  rise  up  from  the  dead,  and 
travel  with  Christ  into' the  land  of  the  living.  And  Christ 
is  all  to  the  believers,  in  whom  dwells  all  fulness ;  the  cir- 
cumcision is  in  him,  the  baptism  in  him,  and  the  righteous- 
ness, rest,  and  peace  also;  yea,  in  him  are  all  the  treasures 
of  wisdom  and  knowledge;  and  he  is  made  of  God,  unto 
them  that  believe  in  him,  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctifica- 
tion,  and  redemption.  Now,  it  is  very  precious  to  feel  this; 
but  of  little  value  to  imagine  or  comprehend  apprehensions 
about  this.  For  the  end  of  words  is  to  bring  men  to  the 
thing;  but  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  by  their  apprehen- 
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mouB  upon  the  worck  given  forth  by  the  Spirit,  miased  of 
the  thing  (thoogfa  they  thought  they  missed  not,  but  were 
blessed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  law,  and  they  that  knew 
not  the  law  were  enrsed):  and  the  same  spirit  is  alive  in 
many  that  profess  truth  now,  who,  by  their  understanding 
of  scripture  words,  are  kept  from  the  thing  which  the  Script- 
ures testify  of.  What  did  Christ  come  in  the  flesh  and  suf- 
fer for,  but  to  unite  and  reconcile  to  God?  and  what  is  the 
antichristian  way  of  erring  from  the  truth,  but  to  cry  up  the 
appearance  of  Christ  in  the  flesh,  his  sufferings,  resurrec- 
tion, ascension,  &c.,  in  that  spirit,  wherein  the  true  union 
and  reconciliation  is  not  witnessed  ?  If  we  receive  the  light, 
and  walk  in  the  light,  as  God  is  in  the  light,  then  have  we  a 
share  in  his  Son's  death  and  atonement,  and  his  blood 
cleanseth  firom  unrighteousness ;  but  not  otherwise. 

Oh  that  all  who  truly  desire  salvation,  might  know  the 
way  hither,  and  receive  that  from  God,  which  cleanseth  and 
keepeth  clean !    Amen. 

L  P. 


To 


Fribni), 

The  Lord  God  on  whom  I  wait,  and  whom- 1  worship  in 
spirit  and  truth,  and  whom  it  is  my  delight  to  serve  and 
obey,  hath  divers  times  engaged  my  mind  to  write  to  thee 
in  true  and  tender  love.  There  is  somewhat,  also,  on  my 
heart  at  this  time  to  thee,  concerning  the  state  of  the  gos- 
pel in  general,  and  in  particular  concerning  the  state  and 
condition  of  those,  who  truly  know  and  serve  the  Lord  Je- 
sus Christ,  the  King  of  saints. 

The  state  of  the  gospel  in  general,  is  a  state  of  redemption 
and  deliverance  from  the  souVs  enemies ;  of  which  redemp- 
tion every  soul  partakes,  according  to  its  faith  in  and  obe- 
dience to  the  Truth,  and  according  to  its  growth  in  him 
who  is  true.  The  babes  in  Christ  and  little  children,  their 
sins  are  forgiven  them  for  his  name's  sake.     The  young 
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men  bave  fought  valiantly,  and  have  overcome  the  wicked 
one.  The  old  men,  or  elders  in  the  truth,  they  are  experi- 
enced in  the  heavenly  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  Him  who 
is  from  the  beginning. 

Now,  there  are  some  things  which  belong  to  all  in  gen- 
eral, or  which  are  common  to  all,  and  somewhat  which  is 
peculiar  to  each  member  in  particular.  These  things,  which 
belong  to  all  in  general,  are  very  many;  but  it  is  onl}' on 
my  heart  to  mention  to  thee  at  this  time  those  few  which 
the  apostle  recites  together  in  Eph.  iv.  4,  5,  6,  which  indeed 
comprehend  much;  and  he  that  knoweth  and  partaketh  of 
them,  hath  also  a  share  in,  and  benefit  by,  all  the  rest. 
First,  he  saith,  "There  is  one  body."  There  is  one  head; 
and  this  one  head  hatti  one  body,  of  which  all  that  are  truly 
living  are  members.  Secondly,  "There  is  one  Spirit," 
which  quickens,  keeps  alive,  and  gives  nourishment  to,  or- 
dereth,  comforteth,  defendeth  this  one  body.  Thirdly, 
"There  is  one  hope  of "  their  "calling;  "  for  they  are  all 
called  from  the  land  of  darkness,  and  out  of  the  shadow  and 
dominion  of  death,  to  travel  towards  an  inheritance  of  light, 
and  life  everlasting.  Fourthly,  There  is  "one  Lord,"  who 
hath  power  over,  and  the  rule  and  dominion  of,  this  one 
body ;  to  whom  they  are  all  to  give  an  account  daily  of 
what  they  do,  and  at  the  last  day,  of  what  hath  been  done 
in  their  body  of  flesh.  Fifthly,  There  is  "  one  faith,"  where- 
with they  all  believe  in,  and  draw  virtue  fix)m,  the  head ; 
which  faith  is  the  gift  of  God,  and  springs  from  the  root  of 
life  in  his  Son,  and  is  of  another  nature  than  that  natural 
ability  of  believing,  which  is  found  in  mankind.  Sixthly, 
There  is  "one  baptism,"  by  the  one  Spirit;  whereby  all  the 
true  members  are  baptized  into  the  one  living  body,  and 
come  to  partake  of  the  virtue,  benefits,  and  privileges 
thereof.  Lastly,  There  is  "one  God  and  Father  of  all," 
who  begat  them  all,  and  is  to  be  worshipped  by  them  all,  as 
their  Lord  and  God ;  he  being  witnessed  and  experienced 
by  them  to  be  "above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in"  them 
"all."  This  is  the  state  in  general,  the  gospel  state,  into 
which  Christ  gives  his  sheep — ^his  Father's  children — en- 
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trance ;  and  it  is  a  blessed  thing  to  know  and  experience 
tlus  state,  that  is,  to  have  a  real  interest  in,  and  really  to 
partake  of;  these  things. 

The  state  of  erery  one  in  particular  is  thns: —  '^TJnto  ev- 
eiyone^'in  particolar  **i8  given  grace,  according  to  the 
measure  of  the  gift  of  Christ."  Grace  and  truth  comes  by 
Jesus  Christ;  for  the  fulness  is  his,  yea,  he  is  the  fulness; 
and  of  his  fulness  doth  he  give  a  measure  to  each  member 
in  particular.  Not  to  all  a  like  proportion,  but  to  every  one 
some;  as  he pleaseth  to  distribute  and  proportion  out  the 
gift  of  his  grace  to  them.  For  it  is  his  own,  and  he  may  dis- 
pense his  gifts  and  heavenly  talents  as  he  pleaseth  ;  and  ac- 
cording to  the  state  of  each  in  the  body,  and  according  to 
their  work  and  service,  so  doth  he  proportion  out  his  gift  of 
grace  to  them.  Now,  this  is  that  which  eveiy  one  is  to  mind ; 
even  the  grace  given  to  them,  their  own  gift  from  Christ,  to 
grow  in  that,  and  to  be  what  they  are  in  that.  He  that  hath 
none  of  this  grace,  he  is  none  of  Christ*8 ;  and  he  that  hath 
received  the  grace,  the  free  gift,  he  is  to  keep  to  the  meas- 
ure of  it,  in  all  he  is  and  does. 

Now,  shall  I  say  to  thee,  feel  my  love  in  these  lines  ?  or 
shall  I  not  rather  say,  feel  the  love  of  my  God,  who  visits 
thee  yet  again,  and  would  not  have  thee  perish,  in  resisting 
his  Holy  Spirit,  and  slighting  the  grace  and  truth  which  is 
by  Jesus  Christ,  which  is  now  powerfully  revealed  in  many 
hearts?  Blessed  be  he  who  hath  visited  his  people  with  the 
horn  of  salvation, 

I.  P. 
To . 

ODeab  Friend! 

The  eternal  love  of  my  Father  is  to  thee ;  and,  because 
he  loves  thee,  and  would  entirely  enjoy  thee,  therefore  doth 
he  so  grievously  batter  and  break  down  that  which  stands 
in  the  way.  What  he  is  doing  towards  thee,  thou  canst  not 
know  now,  but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter.  Only  be  still, 
and  wait  for  the  springing  up  of  hope,  in  the  seasons  the 
Father  sees  necessary ;  that  thou  mayst  not  &iut  under  his 
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hand,  bat  be  sapported  by  his  secret  power,  until  his  work 
be  finished.  The  great  thing  necessary  for  thee  at  present 
to  know  is  the  drawings  of  his  Spirit;  that  thou  mayst  not 
ignorantly  withstand  or  neglect  them,  and  protract  the  day 
of  thy  redemption. 

Oh!  look  not  after  great  things:  small  breathings,  small 
desires,  after  the  Lord,  if  true  and  pure,  are  sweet  begin- 
nings of  life.  Take  heed  of  despising  ^^the  day  of  small 
things,*'  by  looking  after  some  great  visitation,  proportion- 
able to  thy  distress,  according  to  thy  eye.  Nay,  thou  must 
become  a  child,  thou  must  lose  thy  own  will  quite  by  de- 
grees. Thou  must  wait  for  life  to  be  measured  out  by  the 
Father,  and  be  content  with  what  proportion,  and  at  what 
time,  he  shall  please  to  measure. 

Oh!  be  little,  be  little;  and  then  thou  wilt  be  content 
with  little:,  and  if  thou  feel,  now  and  then,  a  check  or  a  se- 
cret smiting, — ^in  that  is  the  Father's  love;  be  not  over- wise 
nor  over-eager,  in  thy  own  willing,  running,  and  desiring, 
and  thou  mayst  feel  it  so;  and  by  degrees  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  thy  Guide,  who  will  lead  thee,  step  by  step, 
in  the  path  of  life,  and  teach  thee  to  follow,  and,  in  his  own 
season,  powerfully  judge  that  which  cannot  nor  will  not  fol- 
low. Be  still,  and  wait  for  light  and  strength;  and  desire 
not  to  know  or  comprehend,  but  to  be  known  and  compre- 
hended in  the  love  and  life,  which  seeks  out,  gathers,  and 
preserves  the  lost  sheep. 

I  remain  thy  dear  friend,  and  a  well-wisher  to  thy  soul, 
in  the  love  of  my  Father. 

I.  P. 


To 


Dear  Friend, 

I  received  thy  letter  kindly,  and  in  the  tenderness  of  love, 
which  desires  thy  enjoyment  of  the  Lord  in  this  world,  and 
the  eternal  welfare  of  thy  soul  with  him  for  ever. 

It  is  a  great  matter,  to  have  the  mind  rightly  guided  to 
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vu'JL  la.  uutr  *'    ^I  -v-lL  }Hfi]r  oic  kj  ^«m  vflto  to«,  I  vill 

Tiiva  UMC  TUiC  JL  'UAt  >i=i;cx2r«u  xi  isifr  IdneidoiA  of  God, 
'•n.i'ji*  'A.-ii^:  "i.hL  -hh:  I'lti-nifM^  ^v^b^  wtlLiu  dfeeHi.  He 
aac». .  ii.  ;tic^;*jt*.  -mc^tastte^c  'niki  IX  v:i»  Iik^«  civn  fike  a 
^nirt  \i  ii.u«ar-t  mk*L  ilx:^  a  }«earl  cc  e*t«i  ptice.  like  m  lost 
jrrMsr^  'j:  y^^Mk  A  ti-T-t-i  Jie  a  TreK»X2i«  Lid  in  m  fidd,  like 
.•*arr*i«  fc»-  y.'»'-  :i  ".isc  iii>i:  xi.lp.ttt  €»c»iae  to  the  £fl- 
«:n.j.r  '.^  '!--*♦-  ^  "Li-riv  h^j  Fifvi  iL^T.g  m  thee!'  Sorely, 
tirrr*  it.  !•:•«  ^:«r  kiii^w  h^  an  iik-ti  in  union  with  it?  is 
h  ^T-:ni :.  iii-i  *^ -ij^r-^i  ii  "iLat*  s  tL^re  loom  made  for  it, 
ac.i  C'-il  r:  CTerff*>i*d  tLj  itari!    Oh  that  it  were  thns 

WuhmM  iky/z  «ATe^  TLe  eorenant,  the  new  oomant,  is 
eof^taii.^  in  tLe  S-i-rif-rire*:  that  ei^reaaon  of  thine  is  not 
ciear^  aK.4  to  tLe  nature  of  the  thing.  -There  are,  indeed, 
^*T9if:nyv.ou^  ofilie  coTeiAai^t  ia  the  Scriptnres;  bnt  the  cov- 
eriafit  it^lf  \i  aii  agre^-mect  of  life  and  peace,  made  with 
the  M^ful  in  the  Lord  Je^ii»  Christ,  upon  his  helieving  in  His 
power,  afid  oliej-ing  His  voice;  accordiDg  to  that  scripture, 
^^Hear,  and  your  souls  shall  live,  and  I  will  make  an  ever- 
lasting covenant  with  you,  even  the  sure  mercies  of  David.*' 
Isa.  Iv.  3.  Now,  tbiH  is  it  the  soul  is  to  wsut  for;  even  to 
feel  the  power  of  life  breaking  the  bonds  of  death,  and  open- 
ing the  ear  to  the  voice  of  God's  Spirit,  that  it  may  receive 
the  irnpreHsions  thereof,  and  feel  the  new  creation  inwardly, 
the  new  heart,  the  new  mind,  the  new  law  of  life,  written 
within  by  the  finger  of  God's  Spirit,  even  the  law  of  the 
H[iirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus.  And  then  this  law  is  the  rule 
inwardly,  as  the  outward  law  was  the  rule  to  the  outward 
Jews. 

Thou  thinkest  me  somewhat  too  sharp  and  severe,  in  my 
■ontiuioo  concerning  the  ministers  [of  the  day].  I  do  not 
ri^inombor  that  passage.  I  have  received  great  mercy,  and 
I  would  not  bo  sharp  or  severe  towards  any.    I^  therefore, 
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any  such  thing  was,  be  assured  it  was  in  futhfulness  to  the 
Lord.  All  sorts  of  Christians  own  Chribt  in  words,  but  all 
do  not  distinguish,  discern,  [nor  are]  subject  to,  the  i^^ar- 
ances  of  his  Spirit  and  power;  but  resist,  gainsay,  and  op- 
pose, through  error  and  mistake  at  first,  till  at  length  they 
come  to  hardness.  These  are  the  builders  who  refuse  the 
Comer-stone.  The  builders  rejected  Christ's  appea'rance 
in  flesh,  in  the  days  of  his  flesh;  and  the  builders  again  re- 
fuse his  appearance  in  Spirit,  in  this  day  of  his  Spirit  Oh 
that  any  who  are  tender  among  them  might  be  sensible  of 
it!  that  they  might  not  draw  down  God's  severity  and 
sharpness  upon  their  heads;  which  if  they  do,  it  is  not  our 
joy,  but  matter  of  grief  to  us.  And,  friend,  the  state  of 
profession  is  not  what  it  was,  when  thou  and  I  were  ac- 
quainted; but  a  withered  state  in  comparison  of  that.  I 
can  truly  say,  concerning  many  professors.  Oh  that  I  could 
find  them  to  be  now,  what  they  were  twenty  years  ago! 
They  have  got  more  head-knowledge;  but  that  savor  of 
life  which  then  was  in  them  is  not  now  to  be  found  among 
them.  Truly,  I  speak  not  otherwise  concerning  them,  but  as 
I  feel  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  testifying  in  me;  neither  would 
I  have  mentioned  this  at  this  time,  but  for  thy  sake.  What- 
ever is  of  God  in  any,  my  heart  cannot  but  own :  but  many 
take  that  to  be  of  God  (that  fear,  that  faith,  that  love,  those 
prayers,  those  hopes,  that  peace,  that  joy,  &c.),  which  is  not 
of  him.  Oh,  how  precious  is  that  which  truly  and  rightly 
distinguisheth !  "My  sheep  hear  my  voice."  The  voice  of 
the  Shepherd  distinguisheth  every  deceit  and  every  deceiver. 
But  whereas  thou  sayest,  The  spirits  are  to  be  tried  by 
the  Scriptures;  I  have  found  it  otherwise  in  my  experience. 
The  Scriptures  may  try  words;  but  nothing  can  try  spirits, 
but  the  Spirit.  "I  will  know,"  said  the  apostle,  "not  the 
words  of  them  that  are  pufted  up,  but  the  power."  Deceiv- 
ers may  come  with  scripture  words,  but  they  cannot  come 
with  the  true  power.  Therefore,  the  Apostle  John,  who 
bade  the  believers  try  the  spirits,  told  them,  the}'  had  an 
unction  from  the  Holy  One,  and  pointed  them  to  the  anoint- 
ing. 1  John  ii.  20.  27.    But  who  can  judge  of  this,  but  he 
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that  hath  the  anointing,  and  is  taught  of  the  Lord  to  try 
things  by  it?  he  knows  how  it  tries,  and  what  a  certain 
judgment  it  gives  oonceming  the  natnre  of  things,  and  con- 
cerning every  voice  and  every  appearance.  The  Spirit  of 
God  searcheth  all  things,  discerns  all  things,  discovers  all 
things,— every  snare,  every  device  of  the  enemy,  the  net 
spread  ever  so  secretly;  blessed  are  they,  whose  eyes  are 
opened  and  kept  open  by  him. 

There  was  a  time  of  great  darkness  befell  me,  wherein  all 
that  I  had  known  and  formerly  experienced  was  hid  from 
me;  and  I  cried  out,  ^^I  know  not  the  Lord;  and  yet  I  can- 
not live  without  him.  Oh!  what  shall  I  do?"  &c.  But  I 
never  denied  Christ  to  be  the  way  of  salvation,  in  my  deep- 
est darkness  and  distress.  And  now  at  length, — ^blessed  be 
the  Lord! — ^I  have  lived  to  see  the  day,  wherein  he  is  made 
of  Ood,  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctiiication,  and  redemp- 
tion to  me;  and  I  feel  his  blood  sprinkled  and  overflowing, 
which  makes  whiter  than  snow;  and  find  him  to  be  the 
mercy-seat,  through  whom  I  have  access  to  God;  and  live 
by  mercy  and  the  deep  compassions  of  God  towards  me, 
which,  because  they  fail  not,  but  are  daily  renewed  upon 
me,  therefore  is  my  soul  preserved  in  life  before  my  God. 

Oh,  wait  to  know  that  wherein  the  Lord  inwardly  ap- 
pears! and  take  up  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to 
every  thing  that  is  contrary  to  God;  that  it  all  may  be  cru- 
cified in  thee,  that  thy  soul  may  live  in  the  abundance  of 
life  and  peace.  Qod  is  not  straitened  to  any  of  the  children ; 
oh  that  none  of  them  may  be  straitened  in  their  own  bow- 
els !  And  be  not  discouraged  because  of  any.  weakness,  or 
because  of  thy  age.  Wliat  knowest  thou,  what  the  Lord 
will  do  for  thee?  Thy  weakness  is  not  thy  disadvantage, 
but  thy  advantage;  for  the  weaker  thou  art  in  thyself  the 
fitter  art  thou  to  have  Christ's  power  revealed  and  mani- 
fested in  thee.  Only  wait  to  know  that  wherein  Gk>d  «p- 
pears  in  thy  heart,  even  the  holy  seed,  the  immortal  seed  of 
life;  that  that  may  be  discerned,  distinguished,  and  have 
scope  in  thee;  that  it  may  spring  up  in  thy  heart,  and  live 
in  thee,  and  gather  thee  into  itself,  and  leaven  thee  all  over 


ISAAC  PBKINGTON.  661 

with  its  nature ;  that  thou  mayst  be  a  new  lump,  and  mayst 
walk  before  Ood,  not  in  the  oldness  of  thy  own  literal 
knowledge  or  apprehensions  of  things,  but  in  the  newness 
of  his  Spirit. 

The  Lord  appear  to  thee,  in  the  light  and  demonstration 
of  his  Spirit  in  thy  heart  and  conscience,  touch  thee,  quicken 
thee,  lead  thee,  guide  and  make  thee  sensible  of  every  ap- 
pearance of  his ;  that  no  motion  or  drawing  of  his  Spirit 
may  be  quenched  in  thee,  nor  any  motion  of  the  contrary 
spirit,  under  any  deceivableness,  hearkened  to;  that  thou 
mayst  travel  faithfully,  and  come  to  the  end  of  thy  travels 
with  joy  and  full  peace,  reaping  the  sheaves  in  life  everlast- 
ing,  of  all  that  thou  hast  sown  to  the  Spirit. 

This  is  the  earnest  and  single  desire  of  my  soul  for  thee, 
who  am  thy  true  and  faithful  friend,  and  a  hearty  welU 
wisher  to  thee  and  thine. 

I.  P. 


To  Ruth  Palmer. 

My  Dear  Friend, 

Whose  love  I  am  sensible  of,  and  whom  I  entirely  wish 
well  unto,  and  desire  for  thee,  that  thou  mayst  purchase 
and  possess  the  pearl  of  price;  and  so  know  and  enjoy 
Christ  Jesus,  the  Lord,  as  that  thou  mayst  witness  him  to 
be  eternal  life  to  thy  soul. 

I  received  a  letter  from  thee,  which  occasions  this  my 
writing  to  thee.  It  is  precious,  indeed,  to  have  the  Spirit 
of  Ood  witness  to  us,  that  our  sins  are  pardoned.  And  they 
who  are  truly  pardoned,  to  whom  the  Spirit  so  witnesseth, 
receive  the  Spirit;  indeed,  all  that  are  Christians  receive 
the  Spirit;  for  he  that  hath  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  is  none 
of  His.  And  where  the  Spirit  is,  there  is  He  who  hath 
power  over  sin,  who  delights  to  exercise  his  power  in  mor- 
tifying and  subduing  sin,  and  in  reigning  and  triumphing 
over  it.  Now,  they  that  have  received  the  Spirit,  are  to  live 
in  the  Spirit,' and  walk  in  the  Spirit;  and  doing  so,  they 
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cannot  fulfil  the  lasts  of  the  flesh,  nor  love  the  world,  nor 
the  things  of  the  world,  nor  fashion  themselves  according  to 
it;  hut  are  redeemed  out  of  it,  in  heart,  spirit,  life,  and  con- 
versation, up  to  God.  O  my  friend !  let  no  religion  satisfy 
thee,  hut  that  which  brings  thee  hither,  and  which  brings 
forth  this  fruit  in  thee.  We  must  needs  own  Christ  to  be 
the  spring,  and  tliat  we  can  do  nothing  without  him,  but 
only  by,  and  in,  and  through  him;  because  we  daily  expe- 
rience it  to  be  so. 

As  touching  election,  we  do  believe  it,  according  as  the 
Lord  hath  taught  us,  and  as  the  Scriptures  express  it:  but 
such  an  election  as  shuts  out  any  from  the  salvation  Ood 
hath  prepared  for  the  sons  of  men,  we  cannot  own  ;  because 
the  Scriptures  expressly  testify  that  God  "  would  have  all  to 
be  saved,  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Truth."  Yea, 
also,  we  know  it  to  be  his  nature.  It  is  the  nature  of  the 
destroyer  to  destroy, — he  would  have  none  saved;  but  it  is 
the  nature  of  God,  the  Saviour,  to  save, — ^he  would  have 
none  perish.  But,  as  there  is  a  making  the  calling  and 
election  sure,  so  there  is  first  a  coming  into  the  calling,  and 
into  the  election.  Now,  the  election  cannot  perish,  nay,  the 
elect  seed  cannot  be  deceived.  And,  as  we  are  chosen  in 
him,  and  come  into  him  (out  of  darkness  into  his  marvellous 
light,  out  of  death  into  bis  life),  so  we  must  abide  in  him: 
and  the  promise  is  to  him  that  continues  unto  the  end. 
And  Christ  said  to  the  church  of  Ephesus,  "Remember 
from  whence  thou  art  fallen,  and  repent,  and  do  the  first 
works;  or  else,"  &c. :  and  mind,  what  a  state  they  fell  from, 
and  how  far  they  were  fallen,  when  so  severely  threatened. 
It  was  not  wholly ;  it  was  but  from  the  first  love  and  first 
works ;  and  yet,  if  they  repented  not,  how  great  was  their 
danger. 

As  for  that  place  of  Rom.  xi.,  it  is  manifest  that  there  is 
an  election,  and  that  this  election  is  not  of  works,  but  of 
grace.  Yet,  there  must  be  a  hearing  of  the  voice;  "To- 
day,** said  the  apostle,  "if  ye  will  hear  his  voice;*'  and  so, 
there  must  be  a  coming  to  Christ,  and  an  abiding  in  him, 
and  a  walking  in  the  strait  way;   for  it  is  the  way  God 
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chooseth.  God  hath  chosen  Christ,  and  the  soul  in  him ; 
and  the  message  is  to  invite  to  come  to  him,  and  ahide  in  him 
to  the  end.  And  the  condemnation  is  upon  rejecting  him, 
and  the  salvation,  to  them  that  receive  him, — ^which  is  not  of 
man's  self  neither,  hut  men  are  made  willing  so  to  do,  in  the 
day  of  God's  power:  and  the  power  is  not  fiur  from,  or  want- 
ing to  any,  in  the  way  that  the  Lord  hath  appointed ;  though 
there  are  also  the  aJboundings  of  love,  mercy,  and  power  ac- 
cording to  his  pleasure.  The  falling  away  is,  not  hecause 
persons  were  not  elected,  hut  hecause  they  let  in  that  which 
is  contrary  to  the  election,  and  cleave  to  it  So  there  is  a 
"heart  of  unbelief,"  in  which  men  depart  fix)m  the  living 
God,  and  make  shipwreck  of  faith  and  of  a  good  conscience; 
and  the  ground  of  their  falling  is,  their  hearkening  not  to 
the  Lord,  but  to  the  voice  and  temptations  of  the  enemy. 
There  are  called,  and  faithful,  and  chosen.  These  are  states, 
to  be  come  into  and  abode  in.  Many  may  be  called,  who 
never  come  to  be  faithful,  nor  chosen.  To  witness  the  pe- 
culiar choice  of  God,  this  is  precious: — and  then,  not  to  be 
content  with  a  touch  of  the  calling,  or  a  touch  of  the  elec- 
tion, but  to  "make"  them  "sure."  There  is  no  choosing, 
but  in  the  seed.  Make  sure  of  that  seed,  and  thou  makest 
both  thy  "calling  and  election  sure."  For  indeed,  "many 
are  called,  but  few  chosen."  And  yet,  when  a  man  comes 
thus  far,  so  as  to  know  himself  chosen,  is  he  quite  out  of 
danger?  Did  not  Paul  know  his  election  sure?  yet,  was  he 
not  afterwards  careful  to  keep  that  under  and  in  subjection, 
which  was  to  be  kept  under  and  in  subjection  ?  "  lest,"  saith 
he,  "when  I  have  preached  to  others,  I  myself  should  be  a 
cast-away." 

Thou  sayest.  Whom  God  once  loves,  he  loves  to  the  end. 
Did  he  not  once  love  all  men,  even  the  whole  world?  Did 
he  not  manifest  it,  in  sending  his  Son  for  them  ?  And  they 
that  come  into  his  Son,  they  come  into  his  love;  and  they 
that  come  into  his  love,  must  continue  in  his  love  and  in  his 
goodness.  For,  it  is  not  persons  ("God  is  no  respecter  of 
persons"),  but  the  seed,  God  loves.  "In  thy  seed  shall  all 
the  families  of  the  earth  be  blessed;"  and,  in  that  seed,  they 
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To  Abraham  Grimsben* 

Fribkd, 

Thou  hast  made  some  profession  of  truth,  and  at  times 
come  amongst  us;  but  whether  thou  hast  been  changed 
thereby,  and  been  &ithful  to  the  Lord  in  what  has  becD 
made  manifest  to  thee,  belongs  unto  thee  diligently  to  in- 
quire. There  is  no  safe  dallying  with  truth.  He  that  puts 
his  hand  to  the  plow,  must  not  look  back  at  any  thing  of 
this  world ;  but  take  up  the  cross  and  follow  Christ,  in  the 
single-hearted  obedience,  hating  fetther,  mother,  goods, 
lands,  wife,  yea,  all  tor  His  sake;  or  he  is  not  worthy  of 
Him.  The  good  hand  of  the  Lord  is  with  his  people,  and 
he  blesseth  them  both  inwardly  and  outwardly;  and  they 
that  seek  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  the  righteousness 
thereof,  in  the  first  place,  have  other  things  also  added :  but 
they  that  neglect  the  kingdom,  and  are  unfaithful  to  truth, 
seeking  the  world  before  it^  the  hand  of  the  Lord  goes  forth 
against  them,  and  they  many  times,  miss  of  that  also  of  the 
world,  which  they  seek  and  labor  for. 

Truth  is  honorable.  Oh !  take  heed  of  bringing  a  re- 
proach upon  it,  by  pretending  to  it,  and  yet  not  being  of  it, 
in  the  pure  sense  and  obedience,  which  it  begets  and  brings 
forth  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  the  faithful.  But  if  any  be 
careless  and  unfaithful  to  what  they  are  convinced  of,  and  so, 
for  the  present,  bring  a  reproach  upon  God's  truth,  which  is 
altogether  innocent  thereof;  the  Lord,  in  his  due  time,  will 
wipe  off  that  reproach  from  his  truth  and  people ;  but  the 
sorrow  and  burden  will  light  upon  themselves,  which  will 
be  very  bitter  and  heavy  to  them,  in  the  day  that  the  Lord 
shall  visit  them  with  his  righteous  judgments. 

Oh,  consider  rightly  and  truly!  It  had  been  better  for 
thee,  thou  hadst  never  known  truth,  nor  been  directed  to 
the  principle  and  path  of  righteousness;  than,  iifter  direc- 
tion thereto,  to  turn  from  the  holy  commandments,  and  de- 
ny obedience  to  the  righteous  One.  The  Lord  give  thee 
true  sense  and  repentance,  if  it  be  his  holy  pleasure,  and 
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raise  thee  out  of  this  world's  spirit,  to  live  to  him  in  his  own 
pure  Spirit.  It  is  easy  to  profess  and  make  a  show  of  truth, 
but  hard  to  come  into  it.  It  is  very  hard  to  the  earthly 
mind,  to  part  with  that  which  must.be  parted  with  for  it, 
before  the  soul  can  come  to  possess  and  enjoy  it  Profes- 
sion of  truth,  without  the  life  and  power,  is  but  a  slippery 
place,  which  men  may  easily  slide  from ;  nay,  indeed,  if  men 
be  not  in  the  life  and  power,  they  can  hardly  be  kept  from 
that  which  will  stain  their  profession.  The  Lord,  who 
searcheth  the  heart,  knows  how  it  is  with  thee:  oh,  con- 
sider thy  ways,  and  fear  before  him,  and  take  heed  of  tak- 
ing his  name  in  vain,  for  he  will  not  bold  such  guiltless ! 

I  am,  in  this,  faithful  and  friendly  to  thy  soul,  desiring  its 
eternal  welfare,  and*  that  it  may  not  for  ever  perish  from  the 
presence  and  power  of  the  Lord. 

L  P. 


To 


Friend, 

God  breathed  into  man  the  breath  of  life,  and  man  there- 
by became  a  living  soul  to  God,  to  whom  by  transgression 
he  died.  But  Christ  (who  was  before  Abraham,  and,  in 
due  time,  took  up  that  body  prepared  by  the  Father)  is  the 
resurrection  and  the  life,  who,  from  the  Father,  breathes  life 
into  man  again,  and  so  he  comes  to  live  again.  And  man, 
being  quickened  by  Christ,  is  to  rise  up  from  the  dead,  and 
travel  with  Christ  into' the  land  of  the  living.  And  Christ 
is  all  to  the  believers,  in  whom  dwells  all  fulness ;  the  cir- 
cumcision is  in  him,  the  baptism  in  him,  and  the  righteous- 
ness, rest,  and  peace  also ;  yea,  in  him  are  all  the  treasures 
of  wisdom  and  knowledge;  and  he  is  made  of  God,  unto 
them  that  believe  in  him,  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctifica- 
tion,  and  redemption.  Now,  it  is  very  precious  to  feel  this ; 
but  of  little  value  to  imagine  or  comprehend  apprehensions 
about  this.  For  the  end  of  words  is  to  bring  men  to  the 
thing;  but  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  by  their  apprehen- 

Vol.  in.-47 


554  '^^^  WOBK8  OF 

sions  upon  the  words  given  forth  by  the  Spirit,  missed  of 
the  thing  (though  they  thought  they  missed  not,  bnt  were 
blessed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  law,  and  they  that  knew 
not  the  law  were  cursed) :  and  the  same  spirit  is  alive  in 
many  that  profess  truth  now,  who,  by  their  understanding 
of  scripture  words,  are  kept  from  the  thing  which  the  Script- 
ures testify  of.  What  did  Christ  come  in  the  flesh  and  suf- 
fer for,  but  to  unite  and  reconcile  to  God?  and  what  is  the 
antichristian  way  of  erring  from  the  truth,  but  to  cry  up  the 
appearance  of  Christ  in  the  flesh,  his  sufferings,  resurrec- 
tion, ascension,  &c.,  in  that  spirit,  wherein  the  true  union 
and  reconciliation  is  not  witnessed  ?  If  we  receive  the  light, 
and  walk  in  the  light,  as  God  is  in  the  light,  then  have  we  a 
share  in  his  Son's  death  and  atonement,  and  his  blood 
cleanseth  from  unrighteousness ;  but  not  otherwise. 

Oh  that  all  who  truly  desire  salvation,  might  know  the 
way  hither,  and  receive  that  from  God,  which  cleanseth  and 
keepeth  clean !    Amen. 

I.  P. 


To 


Friend, 

The  Lord  God  on  whom  I  wait,  and  whom*  I  worship  in 
spirit  and  truth,  and  whom  it  is  my  delight  to  serve  aud 
obey,  hath  divers  times  engaged  my  mind  to  write  to  thee 
in  true  and  tender  love.  There  is  somewhat,  also,  on  my 
heart  at  this  time  to  thee,  concerning  the  state  of  the  gos- 
pel in  general,  and  in  particular  concerning  the  state  and 
condition  of  those,  who  truly  know  and  serve  the  Lord  Je- 
sus Christ,  the  King  of  saints. 

The  state  of  the  gospel  in  general,  is  a  state  of  redemption 
and  deliverance  from  the  soul's  enemies ;  of  which  redemp- 
tion every  soul  partakes,  according  to  its  faith  in  and  obe- 
dience to  the  Truth,  and  according  to  its  growth  in  him 
who  is  true.  The  babes  in  Christ  and  little  children,  their 
sins  are  forgiven  them  for  his  name's  sake.     The  young 
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men  Lave  fought  valiantly,  and  have  overcome  the  wicked 
one.  The  old  men,  or  elders  in  the  truth,  they  are  experi- 
enced in  the  heavenly  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  Him  who 
is  from  the  beginning. 

Now,  there  are  some  things  which  belong  to  all  in  gen- 
eral, or  which  are  common  to  all,  and  somewhat  which  is 
peculiar  to  each  member  in  particular.  These  things,  which 
belong  to  all  in  general,  are  very  many;  but  it  is  only  on 
my  heart  to  mention  to  thee  at  this  time  those  few  which 
the  apostle  recites  together  in  Eph.  iv.  4,  5,  6,  which  indeed 
comprehend  much;  and  he  that  kuoweth  and  partaketh  of 
them,  hath  also  a  share  in,  and  benefit  by,  all  the  rest. 
First,  he  saith,  "There  is  one  body."  There  is  one  head; 
and  this  one  head  hath  one  body,  of  which  all  that  are  truly 
living  are  members.  Secondly,  "There  is  one  Spirit," 
which  quickens,  keeps  alive,  and  gives  nourishment  to,  or- 
dereth,  comforteth,  defendeth  this  one  body.  Thirdly, 
"There  is  one  hope  of"  their  "calling;"  for  they  are  all 
called  from  the  land  of  darkness,  and  out  of  the  shadow  and 
dominion  of  death,  to  travel  towards  an  inheritance  of  light, 
and  life  everlasting.  Fourthly,  There  is  "one  Lord,"  who 
hath  power  over,  and  the  rule  and  dominion  of,  this  one 
body ;  to  whom  they  are  all  to  give  an  account  daily  of 
what  they  do,  and  at  the  last  day,  of  what  hath  been  done 
in  their  body  of  flesh.  Fifthly,  There  is  "  one  faith,"  where- 
with they  all  believe  in,  and  draw  virtue  from,  the  head ; 
which  faith  is  the  gift  of  God,  and  springs  from  the  root  of 
life  in  his  Son,  and  is  of  another  nature  than  that  natural 
ability  of  believing,  which  is  found  in  mankind.  Sixthly, 
There  is  "one  baptism,"  by  the  one  Spirit;  whereby  all  the 
true  members  are  baptized  into  the  one  living  body,  and 
come  to  partake  of  the  virtue,  benefits,  and  privileges 
thereof.  Lastly,  There  is  "  one  God  and  Father  of  all," 
who  begat  them  all,  and  is  to  be  worshipped  by  them  all,  as 
their  Lord  and  God ;  he  being  witnessed  and  experienced 
by  them  to  be  "above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in"  them 
"all."  This  is  the  state  in  general,  the  gospel  state,  into 
which  Christ  gives  his  sheep — ^his  Father's  children — en- 


566  THE  WORKS  OF 


To  Joseph  Wright, 


I  ENTREAT  thy  SOD  to  ocquaiiit  my  brother  Arthur,  that  I 
took  very  kindly,  and  was  very  glad  of,  his  affectionate  ex- 
pressions towards  me ;  having  been  somewhat  jealous,  that 
though  my  religion  had  enlarged  my  love  towards  him,  yet 
his  religion  might  have  diminished  his  to  me.  I  bless  the 
Lord  on  his  behalf  that  he  enjoys  his  health  so  well ;  and 
for  myself,  though  I  have  been  exceedingly  weakly  formerly, 
yet  the  inward  life  and  comfort,  which  the  Lord  daily  pleas- 
eth  to  administer  to  me,  increaseth  the  health  and  strength 
of  my  natural  man,  beyond  my  expectation ;  blessed  be  my 
tender  and  merciful  Father,  who  hath  visited  one  so  dis- 
ti'essed,  miserable,  and  helpless  as  I  was,  for  so  many  years ! 

And  whereas  he  saith,  he  is  like  me  in  speech,  but  most 
unlike  me  in  opinion ;  I  pray  tell  him  from  me,  that  my  re- 
ligion doth  not  lie  in  opinion,  but  in  that  which  puts  an  end 
to  opinion.  I  was  weary  and  sick  at  heart  of  opinions;  and 
had  not  the  Lord  brought  that  to  my  hand  which  my  soul 
wanted,  I  had  never  meddled  with  religion  more.  But  as  I 
felt  that  in  my  heart  which  was  evil  and  not  of  God,  so  the 
Lord  God  of  my  life  pointed  me  to  that  of  him  in  my  heart 
which  was  of  another  nature,  teaching  m^  to  wait  for  and 
know  his  appearance  there ;  in  subjection  whereto,  I  ex- 
perience him  stronger  than  the  strong  man  that  was  there 
before ;  and  by  his  power,  he  hath  separated  me  from  that 
within,  which  separated  me  from  him  before  ;  and  thus  be- 
ing separated,  truly  I  feel  union  with  him,  and  his  blessed 
presence  every  day ;  which,  what  it  is  unto  me,  my  tongue 
cannot  utter. 

I  could  be  glad,  if  the  Lord  saw  good,  that  I  might  see 
my  brother  before  I  die ;  and  if  I  did  see  him,  I  should  not 
be  quarrelling  with  him  about  his  religion,  but  embrace  him 
him  in  brotherly  love,  and  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  As  for 
his  being  a  Papist,  or  an  arch-Papist,  that  doth  not  damp 
my  tender  affection  to  him.  If  he  be  a  Papist,  I  had  rather 
have  him'  a  serious  than  a  loose  Papist.  If  he  hath  met  with 
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hand,  but  be  supported  by  his  secret  power,  until  his  work 
be  finished.  The  great  thing  necessary  for  thee  at  present 
to  know  is  the  drawings  of  his  Spirit;  that  thou  mayst  not 
ignorantly  withstand  or  neglect  them,  and  protract  the  day 
of  thy  redemption. 

Oh!  look  not  after  great  things:  small  breathings,  small 
desires,  after  the  Lord,  if  true  and  ^ure,  are  sweet  begin- 
nings of  life.  Take  heed  of  despising  ^^the  day  of  small 
things,"  by  looking  aft^r  some  great  visitation,  proportion- 
able to  thy  distress,  according  to  thy  eye.  Nay,  thou  must 
become  a  child,  thou  must  lose  thy  own  will  quite  by  de- 
grees. Thou  must  wait  for  life  to  be  measured  out  by  the 
Father,  and  be  content  with  what  proportion,  and  at  what 
time,  he  shall  please  to  measure. 

Oh!  be  little,  be  little;  and  then  thou  wilt  be  content 
with  little:,  and  if  thou  feel,  now  and  then,  a  check  or  a  se- 
cret smiting, — ^in  that  is  the  Father's  love;  be  not  over-wise 
nor  over-eager,  in  thy  own  willing,  running,  and  desiring, 
and  thou  mayst  feel  it  so;  and  by  degrees  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  thy  Quide,  who  will  lead  thee,  step  by  step, 
in  the  path  of  life,  and  teach  thee  to  follow,  and,  in  his  own 
season,  powerfully  judge  that  which  cannot  nor  will  not  fol- 
low. Be  still,  and  wait  for  light  and  strength ;  and  desire 
not  to  know  or  comprehend,  but  to  be  known  and  compre- 
hended in  the  love  and  life,  which  seeks  out,  gathers,  and 
preserves  the  lost  sheep. 

I  remain  thy  dear  friend,  and  a  well-wisher  to  thy  soul, 
in  the  love  of  my  Father. 

I.  P. 


To 


Dear  Friend, 

I  received  thy  letter  kindly,  and  in  the  tenderness  of  love, 
which  desires  thy  enjoyment  of  the  Lord  in  this  world,  and 
the  eternal  welfare  of  thy  soul  with  him  for  ever. 

It  is  a  great  matter,  to  have  the  mind  rightly  guided  to 


R.B.R./   '^^^'  T.._..„_^.„ 


Ando\ 
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